
 

 
 
 
                                                               

 Draft MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
Thursday 9th March 2023, Kingsdon Village hall, 7.30pm 

 

 
Parishioner comment time: 
None 
 
District and County councillor time: 
D.Ruddle reminded us that the District Council is coming to an end on the 31st March. There will be 
four main committees in the new Somerset Council, plus a strategic committee. 
G.Osborne queried when it would be the best time to start chasing all his unanswered requests. 
 
Present:  
Mr G. Osborne (Chairman), Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mrs S Mackay, Mrs J.Morris, Mr P. Waters, 
Mr A. Anderson, Mr I.Dibben (Parish Councillors); Mr D. Ruddle (County Councillor),  Mr K.Tridgell 
(RFO), Mrs Kate Hatt (Parish Clerk) plus 9 parishioners. 
  
1. Apologies:    
None 
 
2. Declarations of Interest:  
None other than already declared. 
 
3. Minutes:  
The minutes of the monthly Parish Council meeting, held on the 9th February 2023, which had been 
previously circulated, were proposed by S.Mackay and seconded by J.Morris, and unanimously 
approved and signed. 
 
4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items: 
A letter was sent to Abri to query verge ownership, they have replied to say that don’t own it. 
The Privacy policy has now been put on the web and councillors have added the disclaimer to the 
bottom of their emails. We have also added a link on the website for people to request to be added 
to the Parish Council email list. 
 
5. Chairman’s Report 
There is now a dog bin on Quarry Lane. 
 
6. Correspondence 
None. 
 
 
 
 



7.1 and 7.2 Finance- report and cheque signing. 
 

KPC Current Account  Opening balance as at 01.02.2023 £12,363.64 
  Net Cheque /Standing Order Cleared Balance £1,679.51 
  Payments/Transfer In -Nil £0.00 
  Transfer Out - Nil £0.00 
  Closing Balance as at 28.02.2023 £10,684.13 
  Uncleared Payments - Nil £0.00 
  True Balance as at 28.02.2023 £10,684.13 

   
KPC General Reserve A/C Opening balance as at 01.02.2023 £7,142.84 
  Net Cheque Balance £0.00 
  Interest - Nil £0.00 
  Transfer In - Nil £0.00 
  Transfer Out - Nil £0.00 
  Closing Balance as at 28.02.2023 £7,142.84 

   
KPC Earmarked Reserve 
A/C Opening balance as at 01.02.2023 £49,560.98 
  Interest - Nil £0.00 
  Transfer In - Nil £0.00 
  Transfer Out- Nil £0.00 
  Closing Balance as at 28.02.2023 £49,560.98 

 

Clerk Services Payroll as from April 2022 until further notice and RFO 
Services Payroll as from April 2022 until further notice     

Kate Hatt - Clerk services £108.00 Standing order 
K Tridgell - RFO Services £135.00 Standing order 
KVH rent for January 2023 meeting £15.00 OLT12022374 
Wells Reclamation - Jubilee Tree Seat £495.00 Debit Card G.O. 
Geoxphere Ltd - Parish online mapping £60.00 OLT24022373 
Rdge IT Ltd - Accounts software annual subscription 23/24 £238.00 OLT06032379 
Chew Valley Trees - Jubilee Tree £604.34 Debit Card G.O. 
      
      

   
TOTAL ACTAUL EXPENDITURE - Up to 09/03/23 £1,655.34  

Amount approval (less S.O. pre-approved Clerk/ RFO &HMRC PAYE) 
£1,412.34  

 
 
 
 
K.Tridgell talked through the accounts. 
These payments were proposed by I.Dibben , seconded by B.Paine, all in favour 



 
He has also sent out information on the budget, comparing requests and what has been spent. 
He reminded us where these differences were. 
 
P.Waters is looking into if he can legally do strimming for us. The council need a certificate to say 
that he is competent. 
 
8. Shrill Carders Bees 
I.Dibben explained that there is a talk on the 30th March about a rare bumblebee that was found at 
Lytes Cary. He is asking if the Parish Council can pay for the village Hall for the event. 
B.Paine expressed his support.  
Thank-you to Alison for all her work on this. 
I.Dibben proposed that we spend £20 to fund the Village Hall, seconded by J.Morris, all in favour. 
 
9. A303 Landscaping 
J.Morris explained that she has received a reply and someone can come to the next meeting to talk 
about the landscaping/planting on the A303 scheme. Are we happy to have this meeting? 
Councillors agreed that this is a good idea. J.Morris will negotiate the length of the talk and liaise 
with them. 
 
10. Environmental Projects 2023 
J.Morris wants us to have some small projects that we can do each year such as tree planting, 
protecting a verge. 
G.Osborne said that an idea could be wild flowers near the seating area in the playground. 
P.Waters said there is still a plan to plant a tree for the Queen, he is hoping to plant it on Saturday. 
Can some councillors come at 12 o’clock to check on the planting site? Parishioners are also 
welcome. 
 
11. Upgrade of the KPC email system 
B.Paine explained that Tim has looked at this and our current system is limited. We have to decide 
on the Microsoft route or gmail route. The current system is very limited.  
G.Osborne said he is in favour of gmail as it is free. I.Dibben explained that Microsoft is about £1500 
a year, we can keep the Kingsdon domain name. This has a lot that we don’t necessarily need. Gmail 
can give us a lot of space, but we will no longer have Kingsdon.org address. He thinks this doesn’t 
look as professional but is free and will save things to the cloud. These addresses can be passed onto 
someone else should they leave. All the previous emails will also be historically safe.  
K.Tridgel asked if has the same facilities as Microsoft outlook?  
You can still have different folders, outlook is slightly smoother, but gmail is still easy to use. 
B.Paine proposed that we upgrade the system to gmail, I.Dibben seconded, all in favour. 
 
Action: I.Dibben to set up a meeting to progress further and report back to next meeting. 
 
12. Coronation Event 
B.Paine said that we agreed in principle to this event at the last meeting. We need to hear more 
about it tonight to agree that it can go ahead. 
I.Dibben explained that a constitution has been set up and a working group in place, which included 
K.Tridgel who can oversee the budgets. There is going to be a financial ceiling in place, so that we 
will make sure that on the evening the amount will not exceed it. We have to comply with safe 
systems at work, this is taking place. They will also be looking further into how to support other 
groups in the village. 



K.Tridgel explained that they have an annual budget of £5000 + VAT. If we go over this we will have 
to submit VAT returns every quarter. This may be a challenge for the first year, but onwards should 
be easier.  
The Parish Council has accepted the funds from the Kingsdon Jubilee Fund. It has been done 
properly under ‘gifts’ and has been ringfenced in the Kingsdon Parish Council Budget. There will be a 
separate cost centre for running events. 
There will be a coronation event, which is free to enter, there will be a band, bar, food, and a lunch 
on the same day. We now need to let the village know. 
K.Tridgel talked through the itemised budget for all of the elements such as band, marquee, 
generator, bar income. The earmarked reserve will be subsidising the event to £1482, which is 
coming from what has been gifted from the Jubilee fund. 
Businesses will/can donate to the event. 
B.Paine reminded us that this is a pilot event and the work that has been put in so far is 
commendable. He is asking that in the future we have a whole project plan rather than just a 
budget. 
I.Dibben said that the budget has come from this, it is there, but can be improved on. 
G.Osborne said that we do need to contact other villagers to see what they are interested in. 
 
P.Waters proposed that we hold the coronation event, seconded by S.Mackay, all in favour. 
 
13. Grass Cutting Tractor 
B.Paine we had inherited a mower from Wally, it has done well, but the last couple of years it has 
been breaking down a lot. It has had to have a major overhaul already and will need another in the 
near future. It is not going to keep going for much longer. We need to look at getting quotations for 
a new tractor/mower to decide on which offers best value for money, as we have a lot of grass in 
our village that requires regular cutting. 
Training is happening at the end of the month, so we do need something ready for this as well. 
B.Paine we need 3 quotations for a new tractor, which needs to be circulated to councillors ready for 
commission at the next meeting. 
It also needs to be properly licenced so that it can be driven on the road. 
P.Waters is looking at whether a bigger unit can be put at the cricket pitch so it can be stored there, 
there are a number of things that he needs to look into and discuss with people. 
To be added to the agenda of the next meeting. 
 
 
 
14. Date of next meeting 

The next meeting will be at 7.30.pm on Thursday 13th April 2023. 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.17pm 


