
Issue No. 187                                                                                                 1st March  2023 

 
Somerset Council 
 
Somerset Council is the unitary authority that will replace Somerset County Council and four district councils 
(Somerset West and Taunton, South Somerset, Mendip, and Sedgemoor) on 1 April 2023. The council has a     
majority of Liberal Democrat councillors. 
 
History 
The Conservative governments of Theresa May and Boris Johnson undertook structural changes to local govern-
ment in England that resulted in several county councils and their district councils being replaced by unitary au-
thorities. Somerset County Council first made plans for unitarisation in 2018. The county council proposed a sin-
gle unitary authority that would encompass all the districts, while the district councils proposed two unitary au-
thorities representing the east and the west of the county. 
 
A non-binding referendum of Somerset residents held in June 2021 expressed a preference for the proposal for two 
unitary authorities. Robert Jenrick, the minister responsible, instead approved the plan for a single council in July 
2021. 
 
The council is due to assume full power on 1 April 2023. It will 
act as a shadow council following the first election to the new 
council, which took place on 5 May 2022, using the boundaries 
for the old county council but with double the number of coun-
cillors. 
 

 
2022 election 
 
On 5 May 2022, the Liberal Democrats won 61 of the 110 seats, 
giving them control of the unitary authority from 2023 with a 
majority of six. 

See page 5 for new requirements when voting 

Please see editors message on the back page 



Kingsdon Afternoon Club 
 

The Afternoon  Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 3pm in the Village Hall.  New members (any 
age) are always welcome.   
 

For information contact Richards South  Tel: 840912     Email: fox_gloves@btinternet.com 

Kingsdon Boule & Croquet Club  
 

Members meet at the Cricket Ground every Thursday for two sessions between 1.30 and 5pm with a break for tea 
and cake’ The club welcomes new members. 
Taster sessions in boules or croquet are available too and can be arranged on other days/evenings to suit. 
For more information contact:- 
Nina Carlisle 01935 840933                                                     email ninacarlisle@talktalk.net 
Sally Smith 07729 301207;  Phyl Winsor 01935 840384  

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club 
 

The Table Tennis Club meet in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings between 7.30pm and 9.30pm.  
 If you are interested then please contact Nina Carlisle  Tel:  01935 8400933                                                              
or email  ninacarlisle@talktalk.net.  or just come along. 

All Saints’ Church, Kingsdon.  Services - March 2923 
 
   

Priest in Charge                         Vacant 
 

Church Warden:                       Carol Fraser tel: 01935 507394 email:   thefrasers28@uwclub.net 

P.C.C. Secretary:                      Cath Lewis  tel: 01935 841599  email:    t.s.lewis@btinternet.com 
Treasurer:                                 Tony Steele-Perkins  01935 840184                                                                           
 

Tower Captain:                         Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344 
 

Sunday 5th March  - Lent 2 
9.30a.m.  Holy Communion  Rev B Pearson  /  Jenny Gollop 

 

Sunday 19th March 
10am Mothering Sunday PCC Led Service 

 

Sunday 2nd April Palm Sunday 
9.30a.m.  Holy Communion  Rev Adrian Hopwood 

 
 

There are many opportunities to worship the Lord each month within our benefice. 
Details of services in the Charltons and Somerton can be found on the benefice website  

(stmichaelssomerton.co.uk) or on the benefice notice sheet, copies of which can be found in church  

100 Club draw for                       

February 2023                               
was made by  Carol Fraser in  

the shop -  the winners: 

 

1st No.46 
Endre  

Pederson 

2nd No. 138 
Carol    

Anderson 

3rd No. 55 
Margaret 

Hill 
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Its been a busy month for the Knitting Club.  The background stitching of the tapestry is now at 

last very near completion, its been a mammoth task.  We still have to finish filling the boarder 

with flowers and then begins the equally big task of backing the tapestry.  Earlier in the month a 

group of us visited Yandles at Martock to see the kind of material needed and also to stock up on 

wool.  Of course, no Knitting Club outing is complete without  coffee and cake, so a pleasant 

morning was had by all. 

 Our next big project is the making of pom poms for the forthcoming coronation.  We had an open 

meeting in the church on the 5th February, when 13 ladies from the village came along and 

showed an interest in making some, and fun was had recalling childhood memories of how we 

used to make these.  There is a box in the Village Community Shop where you can put your fin-

ished pom poms, along with templates for making these. Or why not come along to the next meet-

ing in the church at 2p.m Sunday 5th March, when hopefully we will have a clearer idea of the 

sizes and roughly how many pom poms are needed.  We are still in need of smallish Union Jacks 

for decoration in the church, so please route through your cupboards, garages etc to see if you have 

any we could use. .  Ideas of how best to decorate the church windowsills will also be discussed at 

the meeting, and any suggestions would be very welcome. 

 Our monthly Knitting Club meeting is scheduled for Saturday 11th March at 10.30 a.m, as we 

meet frequently to work on the tapestry you may not feel this meeting is needed, but Babs and I 

will be in the shop from 10.30, so if you would like to join us for a cuppa, we would love to see 

you. 

 For more information on our Pom Pom making, or for further information about our projects 

please contact: Babs 841811 or Linda linda@lindarumbles.co.uk 

 Look forward to seeing you. 

Linda  

Kingsdon Knitting Club 
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Kingsdon Knitting Club  -  Knitting for Good Causes) 
 

The Knitters meet on the second Saturday of the month at 10.30am to midday in the Community Shop.                       
For information, or if you think you could help us, please contact us at:  

Babs  Tel: 841811   or   Linda  Tel: 01935 840132  or Email: linda@lindarumbles.co.uk 



Good Friday Walk 

10.30 am Friday 7th April.   

 

The Annual Good Friday walk in the woods is 

on again this year organised by Babs Conway.   

If you wish to participate, then meet up the 

lane at 10.30 am on Friday 7th April.  If you 

are new to this event then just follow the 

crowd up the lane towards the woods.  

 

Stout walking shoes or wellies and good out-

door clothing are a prerequisite.  You may 

bring your dog but it MUST be kept on a 

lead at all times.   Children MUST be accom-

panied by an adult throughout the walk, but 

need not be on a lead! 

 

Small dummy eggs have been made during the winter months.  They will be hidden in the woods as usual for the 

children to find, and then exchanged for real ones on a one for one basis (only 2 per child).  We hope this will stop 

some youngsters helping themselves before the day starts. The dummy eggs  (not very tasty!) will be easy to see.   

 

Donations of Eggs / Money / Hot-Cross Buns:  We hope villagers will be kind and donate eggs and hot-cross buns 

as normal.  Items may be left before the day at the Kingsdon Community Shop or with Babs at 2 Cary Way ( Tel: 

841811) or on Good Friday at the Gamekeeper’s Hut at the start of the walk.  Come along and enjoy a walk 

through the woods and a chatter with good company.       

If you are a  newcomer  to the village, please do come along and join in, everyone is welcome. The Good Friday 

walk is something we would like to keep going every year, but unlike years gone-by, no picking the flowers, it’s 

against the law, just encourage the children find the eggs which have been hidden. ….then enjoy tea and hot  cross 

buns!  

All proceeds this year are going to MND. 

 

P.S In the event of conditions deteriorating  resulting in the walk having to be called off, a notice will be circulated 

by email and posted in the shop. 

Thanks to our gamekeeper BJ for allowing the walk using Kingsdon Shoot woods and his hut for refreshments. 
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Kingsdon Cricket Club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cricket Club News 
 
Spring is nearly upon us and with this in mind the KCC members are slowly coming out of  hibernation for our 

AGM.       Please see details below: 

 
AGM Date: Monday 6th March 

Time: 7pm 
Venue: Ilchester Arms  

 
Everyone is welcome whether or not you're interested in playing or watching cricket, would like to volunteer for 
any of the various roles available, or just have some great ideas to help the club moving forward.   

Hope to see you there.   Roz 
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1st Wed  Private Function Private Function 7pm YDCS Dogs 

2nd Thur      

3rd Fri    6pm –8pm Puppy Training 

4th Sat      

5th Sun 9.30am –11.30 Puppy Training    

6th Mon    7.30pm – 9.30pm Short Mat Bowls 

7th Tue 10am - 12 Short Mat Bowls 6pm -7pm Pilates  7.30pm - 9.30pm Table Tennis 

8th Wed    7pm YDCS Dogs 

9th Thur    7.30pm K.P.C. Meeting 

10th Fri    6pm –8pm Puppy Training 

11th Sat      

12th Sun 9.30am –11.30 Puppy Training    

13th Mon    7.30pm – 9.30pm Short Mat Bowls 

14th Tue 10am - 12 Short Mat Bowls 6pm -7pm Pilates  7.30pm - 9.30pm Table Tennis 

15th Wed    7pm YDCS Dogs 

16th Thur   1pm –5pm Private Function   

17th Fri    6pm –8pm Puppy Training 

18th Sat   1pm –5pm Private Function   

19th Sun 9.30am –11.30 Puppy Training    

20th Mon    7.30pm – 9.30pm Short Mat Bowls 

21st Tue 10am - 12 Short Mat Bowls 6pm -7pm Pilates  7.30pm - 9.30pm Table Tennis 

22nd Wed   3pm - Afternoon Club 7pm YDCS Dogs 

23rd Thurs      

24th Fri    6pm - 8pm Puppy Training 

25th Sat      

26th Sun 9.30am –11.30 Puppy Training    

27th Mon    7.30pm – 9.30pm Short Mat Bowls 

28th Tue 10am - 12 Short Mat Bowls 6pm -7pm Pilates  7.30pm - 9.30pm Table Tennis   

29 Wed    7pm YDCS Dogs 

30 Thu      

31 Fri    6pm - 8pm Puppy Training 

Kingsdon Village Hall     (Registered Charity No. 304570) 
 

Trustees:  Marilyn Elliott ( Chair)  David Thomson  (Secretary)  Ian Dibben  (Treasurer)   Tim Owen. 

For all information  (except bookings)  contact: - David Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. Kingsdon TA11 7LL    
Tel:01935 841453       For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444     

07990 673935   Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 



Easter guided walk at Glenda Spooner Farm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Date:   08 Apr 2023 
Time:   11:30 am - 1:00 pm 

Location:  Kingsdon, Somerton, Somerset, TA11 7LA 
Price:   £12.00 

 

A unique opportunity to join our team and explore more of Glenda Spooner Farm. A chance to see lots of our 
horses and find out about their stories and rehabilitation. Learn how we manage our herds and land alongside all 
the other wildlife on the farm. Enjoy beautiful views over the Somerset Levels.  
 

Please be aware that participants will require a good level of mobility and fitness due to the hilly terrain and the 
walk is not suitable for pushchairs or mobility aids.  
 

The tour will last approximately 1.5 hours and includes a cup of tea or coffee and a biscuit on return to the farm 
café.  
 

To book your tickets  just email  gfevents@worldhorsewelfare.org  You’ll receive an email confirming the details 
of your event booking – please keep this safe! You’ll need to either print it out or have it to hand on your phone 
when you visit to confirm proof of your booking.    

 

 

 

 

 

Marie Curie is a fabulous organisation giving practical   information and support on all aspects of terminal illness,    
dying and bereavement. 
 

This March they are holding their Great Daffodil Fund  Raising Appeal and there will be collections being made       
all over the country.  
 

In the Somerton shopping area we will be jingling boxes  on Saturday March 25th…(I’m doing the 1 to 3pm shift        
so come and say hello!)… So if you can, remember to bring some cash!    Alternatively, donations can be made 
online at: 
https://www.mariecurie.org.uk/daffodil/donate 
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Kate Hatt    
 

Clerk to the Parish Council 
Bluebell House, Mow Barton Road, Kingsdon, TA11 7DX                                                                                     
Tel: 01935 841275  Email:  kingsdonclerk@gmail.com 

 

Keith Tridgell   
 

The Responsible Financial Officer,  -  Insurance and finance  
Hill View, School Road, Kingsdon, TA11 7EW 
Tel:  07899 790713      Email:   keith.tridgell@kingsdon.org 

 

Cllr  G.  Osborne  (Chairman)     
 

Delimara, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon TA11 7LL 
Tel:  01935 841137    Mobile:   07951 067872       Email:  guyosbornekpc@gmail.com 
 

Highways, ditches, verges, parish plan, allotment link (managed Mike and Debbie 
Wallbridge but remains the councilor link), defibrillator, fly tipping and litter 

 

Cllr  B.  Paine  (Vice-Chairman)   
 

Westgate, Top Street, Kingsdon TA11 7JU 
Tel:  01935 842058     Email:   KPCvice-chair@kingsdon.org 
 

Former school field, church link 

 

Cllr  A.  Anderson  
 

Low Barn, Lower Road, Kingsdon  TA11 7DY 
Tel:  01935 840528      Mobile:  07733 100702      Email:  alecanderson50@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Play equipment checks 

 

Cllr I. Dibben  
 

27 Kingsdon, TA11 7LF 
Tel:  01935 840726      Mobile07840 364348      Email:  iandibbs@btinternet.com 
 

Village hall link, footpaths, website and maps 

 

Cllr  Sue Mackay  
 

Cottage Barn, Top Street, Kingsdon  TA11 7JU 
Tel:  01935 840023      Email:  sjmackay@kingsdon.net 
 

Shop link and parish plan 

 

Cllr  Julia Morris  
 

Tel: 07817 364981    Email:  juliamorris101@me.com 

 
Environment 
  

 

Cllr  P. Waters  
 

The Old Bakery, Chapel Hill, Kingsdon TA11 7LN 
Tel:  07815 898065      Email:  phillip_kpc_waters@yahoo.com 
 

Trees, drains 
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Draft Minutes of the Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting held on  

Thursday 9th February 2023 in Kingsdon Village Hall at 7.30pm 
 

Parishioner comment time:   None 
 
District and County councillor time:   T. Capazzoli talked about the Yeovil refresh. He attended a meeting about 
this and asked how much has it cost up to date, it is just over 2 million pounds. They were wanting more money. 
They have now been allocated more money and it won’t be finished for another couple of years. He is upset that 
the money is being spent on this. 
Planning is still an on-going issue. Tonight is his last meeting due to the council changes. He thanked the Parish 
Council and the parishioners.    G.Osborne thanked T.Capazzoli. 
 
D.Ruddle explained that the meeting about Yeovil refresh was a meeting about the capital programme that they 
have been looking at, involving spending in different areas and where it can be cut in different places. The Yeovil 
refresh will carry on because it has already gone so far now. Overall, £100 million needs to be found for Somerset, 
the Somerset council do not have the money. 
 
Present:   Mr G. Osborne (Chairman), Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mrs S Mackay, Mrs J.Morris (Parish Coun-
cillors); Mr T. Capozzoli (District Councillor), Mr D. Ruddle (County Councillor),  Mr K.Tridgell (RFO), Mrs 
Kate Hatt (Parish Clerk) plus 14 parishioners. 
  
1. Apologies:     Mr P. Waters, Mr A. Anderson, Mr I.Dibben and Mr C.Hull (District Councillor) 
 
2. Declarations of Interest:   None other than already declared. 
 
3. Minutes:   The minutes of the monthly Parish Council meeting, held on the 12th January 2023, which had been 
previously circulated, were proposed by B.Paine and seconded by S.Mackay, and unanimously approved and 
signed. 
 
4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items:  K.Hatt – emailed to accept 50% of strimmer training. The Abri 
letter did not need to be sent as we are now going to cut it. 
J.Morris has written to the A303 about the landscaping plan, she has not had a reply yet. 
G.Osborne – grass cutting training is booked for 30th March. 
B.Paine – the new cradle swing has been fitted, the monkey bars have been replaced. The firemen’s pole has also 
been replaced by a stainless steal one. The hedge around the old school playing field and allotments have been cut. 
Two new bench seats have been delivered, they will be installed shortly. 
We would like to thank John for doing a lot of work for us free of charge. 
 
5. Chairman’s Report  The dog poo is still causing a problem, particularly in Pitt’s field. 
A parishioner pointed out that it is dangerous to livestock and farming. 
The signs about balls has also not worked, there are still balls being found. 
We are trying to get a dog bin on Quarry Lane, it is proving tricky to get people to answers. 
T.Capozzoli recommended using James Duveil instead as a contact. 
We are preparing to do repairs to the playing field walls. We need to look into controlling the traffic in this area 
while the work is being done. He has also asked about pot holes and drains but has not heard back. 
 
6. Correspondence   On Kingsdon hill the gateway has now been closed by replanting. 
K.Trigell has received a letter from Pensions regulator, it is the usual 3 year letter. He is sorting it. 
£1000 grant for defibrillator – he has acknowledged receipt. 
Emails – we are having a problem with the 123 system, several emails are not going through. We could move to 
another system as 123 is a basic system. T.Taylor has some recommendations for us and he can cost it out properly 
so we can then raise an agenda item. 
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7.1 and 7.2  

 
K.Tridgel talked through the accounts. 
 
These payments were proposed by B.Paine, seconded by J.Morris, all in favour. 
 
Last year it was agreed with Nathan that we would have 106 money, there was an imbalance in the amounts prom-
ised and received.  
 
Action - B.Paine will email him to chase this further. 

KPC Current Account Opening balance as at 01.01.2023 £16,619.60 

40 Net Cheque /Standing Order Cleared Balance £3,271.53 

  Payments/Transfer In -Earmarked reserve (playfild Eqpt) £1,153.20 

  Transfer Out - VAT reclaimed 2021 & 2022 £2,137.63 

  Closing Balance as at 31.01.2023 £12,363.64 

  Uncleared Payments - Nil £0.00 

  True Balance as at 31.01.2023 £12,363.64 

   
KPC General Reserve 
A/C Opening balance as at 01.01.2023 £5,005.21 

51 Net Cheque Balance £0.00 

  Interest - Nil £0.00 

  Transfer In - VAT Reclaim 2021 & 2022 £2,137.63 

  Transfer Out - Nil £0.00 

  Closing Balance as at 31.01.2023 £7,142.84 

   
KPC Earmarked Re-
serve A/C Opening balance as at 01.01.2023 £50,714.18 

43 Interest - Nil £0.00 

  Transfer In - Nil £0.00 

  
Transfer Out- Playfield Eqpt 2xbench 1x repair to HMS 
Kingsdon £1,153.20 

  Closing Balance as at 31.01.2023 £49,560.98 

Clerk Services Payroll as from April 2022 until further notice and 
RFO Services Payroll as from April 2022 until further notice 

    

Kate Hatt - Clerk services £108.00 Standing order 

K Tridgell - RFO Services £135.00 Standing order 

KVH rent for December '22  meeting £18.55 OLT15012365 

Former School Field Hedge Cutting - Crane Farm Partners £111.00 OLT28012366 

Firemans pole replaced & rungs repaired HMS Kingsdon-Home 
Front Ltd 50% balance 

£325.20 
OLT07022367 

Replacement rubber cradle seat - Wiksteed Leisure Ltd £162.76 OLT31012372 

brushcutter training - Blake Training Ltd £297.00 OLT05012371 

      

      

   

TOTAL ACTAUL EXPENDITURE - Up to 07/02/23 £1,157.51  

Amount approval (less S.O. pre approved Clerk/ RFO &HMRC 
PAYE) £914.51  
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8. GDPR  B.Paine explained that we have been reviewing this to ensure that we are compliant. 
We need to put a privacy policy on our website. We would like to take the forms that are recommended by NALC 
and publish this on our website, which more than adequately covers us. We also need to have a notice on the bot-
tom of our emails, we have composed a simple wording to add to the bottom of our emails. 
Other recommendations are that any correspondence does also go through the clerk so that there is a record of 
these. 
 
If corresponding to external agencies, again always copy the clerk and/or RFO. 
 
We are also required to pay a data protection fee. 
 
K.hatt reminded councillors that should they receive an email from a parishioner they do not have permission to 
share that address with anyone. They can share the content but not the contact details. We are then only to com-
municate with them regarding this matter and only keep the contact email for as long as we need to correspond 
about this issue. 
 
The Parish Council clerk does have a list of parishioners email addresses that have been given to her with permis-
sion to be added to our Parish Council ‘mailing list’. Parishioners can request to be removed from this at any time. 
It needs to be put on our website that parishioners can request to join this. 
 
S.Mackay can we remind parishioners to not use personal email addresses, but use the addresses from the chroni-
cle. 
 
B.Paine proposed that we adopt the policy and note to be added to the bottom of our email, seconded by S. Mac-
kay, all in favour. 
 
Action – K.Hatt to ask for the policy to be placed on the website, as well as a note about joining the ‘mailing list’. 
Councillors to add the privacy disclaimer to the bottom of their emails. 
 
9.Kingsdon Events working Group, formerly the Kingsdon Jubilee Fund:   B.Paine explained that the jubilee 
fund has been wound up, but rather than lose village events, the Parish Council could set up a working party to 
maintain events. Duncan M has drafted a working party terms of references. Whether we can set up a working 
group has been checked with the relevant authorities.  
J.Morris said that it has been a great asset to the village. 
 
A working group means that it can have parishioners on it as well. 
 
G.Osborne said that it means all events would have to go to Parish Council to get permission. 
The vote has to go to the parish council. They will have to come up with a whole plan and detailed expenditure, 
placed on the agenda, before a vote can be taken and then the event approved. 
 
D.Ruddle said that they can have a resident’s group, and ask for a grant from the council. You could vote on a pot 
of money that would be available up to a set amount. 
 
B.Paine proposed that we establish a Kingsdon event working group, seconded by J.Morris, all in favour. 
 
10.Strimmer training:    I.Dibben has received the training and he is now compliant. 
 
11.Local plan:    J.Morris said that it is early Spring, we have received lots of concerns about wildlife around the 
village. Are there any small projects that we would like to be engaged with? We have a list of local assets; can we 
add wildlife assets to this? G.Osborne said that there is a farmer that has a lot of land in the village, we may be able 
to approach him at some point in the future. We would like to cultivate this relationship. 
 
J.Morris would like to find out more about it and the legislation. 
 
Is there something we can start doing this year? J.Morris is going to think of some project ideas. 
 
A parishioner pointed out that the farmer only owns about 70% which leaves 30% that we can work with. 
 
12.Wildlife Area:   Joined with above agenda item. 
 
13. Date of next meeting:  The next meeting will be at 7.30.pm on Thursday 9th March 2023.                             

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.28pm 
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Draft MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PLANNING MEETING HELD ON  

Thursday 9th February 2023 IN THE VILLAGE HALL, straight after the monthly meeting. 

 

Present: Mrs. S Mackay, and Mrs. J.Morris (Parish Councillors), Mr B.Paine (Vice-Chairperson) Mr Guy Os-

borne (Chairman), Mrs K Hatt (clerk) and 12 parishioners. 

 

1.Apologies:   Mr. A.Anderson, Mr. I.Dibben, Mr. P.Waters 

 

2. Declarations of Interest::  Mr G. Osborne regarding Keepers Cottage, neighbor, will not be involved in discus-

sion or vote. 

 

3. Previous minutes:  The minutes of the last planning meeting were read, approved and signed. This was pro-

posed by S.Mackay , seconded by B.Paine , all were in favour.  

 

4. Determination of Planning applications:  S73 application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) of approval 

21/01510/HOU (The erection of a single storey rear extension and loft conversion including raising of ridge height 

and the construction of a dormer window) to allow alterations to the roof from vaulted to flat roof with roof lan-

terns and an extra 1500 mm to the overall length of the extension. (part retrospective application) - Heron View 

Underwood Road Kingsdon Somerton Somerset TA11 7LF 

Ref. No: 22/02566/S73A | Received date: Tue 06 Sep 2022 | Status: Application permitted with conditions | Case 

Type: Planning Application 

 

5. Planning applications:  Proposed change of use of 2no. C1 class use holiday lets into 2no. C3 class use inde-

pendent dwellings - Kingsdon Holiday Cottages 33 Top Street Kingsdon Somerton, Somerset TA11 7JU 

Ref. No: 23/00010/COU | Received date: Tue 03 Jan 2023 | Status: Pending Consideration | Case Type: Planning 

Application 

When they are rented out, they have had some big groups with parties and so on. S.Mackay queried parking, is 

there enough space? As it is small and near the bus stop. 

There are no comments or objections from the councillors. 

Discharge of Conditions No. 4 (Surface Water), No. 6 (EVCP), No. 7 (Lighting) and No. 9 (BMEP) of Planning 
Application 21/02353/S73. - Keepers Cottage Pitts Lane Kingsdon Somerton Somerset TA11 7LL 

Ref. No: 23/00230/DOC1 | Received date: Mon 30 Jan 2023 | Status: Pending Consideration | Case Type: Plan-

ning Application 

 

B.Paine said that there is not anything in this that we can comment or object on. 

 

Reinstatement of agricultural access to adjacent land - Land West of Top Street and South of Kingsdon Hill 
Kingsdon Hill Kingsdon Somerton Somerset TA11 7LD 

Ref. No: 20/02199/FUL | Received date: Fri 17 Jul 2020 | Status: Pending Consideration | Case Type: Planning 

Application 

 

The diocese wants to open the gateway up. They want to cut the hedge down to 0.9 metre which is the same height 

of the wall, as a vision splay.  

B.Paine - The length that they are proposing to remove seems disproportionately large, 45 metres. 

We can object on the lines that we don’t see it as necessary to remove this amount of hedgerow.  

It is not reasonable to remove this extent of the hedgerow.  It is not an exact reinstatement, but a much larger pro-
posed agricultural access. 
 
A parishioner expressed concerns that it could be part of a plan to eventually request to change the use of land. 
 

The Parish Council will object on the grounds that it is not a reinstatement of the access, and the disproportional 
amount of hedgerow that they are taking, it also goes against that the SSDC have a recommendation of protecting 
hedgerow in conservation areas. 

 
Meeting closed at 8.50 pm. 
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https://publicaccess.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-applications/centralDistribution.do?caseType=Application&keyVal=QEL8VVOW0HQ00
https://publicaccess.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-applications/centralDistribution.do?caseType=Application&keyVal=QEL8VVOW0HQ00
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Application  No.  23/00325/COL                    Validated    Monday 6th February  2023 

Location Park Cottage Frog Lane Kingsdon Somerton Somerset TA11 7LL  

Proposal 
Lawful Development Certificate-existing- for the stationing of a shepherd hut within residential 

garden for ancillary use  

Status Awaiting decision  

  

Application  No. 20/02199/FUL -                     Validated     Monday 30 January 2023                   

Location Land West Of Top Street And South Of Kingsdon Hill, Kingsdon Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LD  

Proposal Reinstatement of agricultural access to adjacent land  

Status Awaiting decision  

  

Application  No. 23/00230/DOC1                  Validated    Monday 30th January 2023 

Location Keepers Cottage Pitts Lane Kingsdon Somerton Somerset TA11 7LL  

Proposal 
Discharge of Conditions No. 4 (Surface Water), No. 6 (EVCP), No. 7 (Lighting) and No. 9 

(BMEP) of Planning Application 21/02353/S73.  

Status Awaiting decision 

  

Application No. 23/00010/COU                  Validated    Tue 03 Jan 2023  

Location Kingsdon Holiday Cottages 33 Top Street Kingsdon Somerton, Somerset TA11 7JU  

Proposal 
Proposed change of use of 2no. C1 class use holiday lets into 2no. C3 class use independent 

dwellings  

Status Awaiting decision  

  

Application No 22/01137/DOC1                    Validated Tue 12 Apr 2022  

Location Units 12 And 13 Lodge Road Kingsdon Somerton Somerset TA11 7EP  

Proposal 

Discharge of Conditions No.3 (Roof Lights), No.4 (Electrical and Telephone Services), No.7 

(Materials), No.8 (Arched Corridor), No.9 (Fireplace), No.10 (Foul Water) and No.11 (Paint) on Plan-

ning Application 21/03166/LBC.  

Status Awaiting decision  

  

Application No 21/03851/FUL                       Validated 27 Jan 2022 

Location 
Land Lying East of  Langlands Farm, Frog Lane, Kingsdon, Somerton.  TA11 7LL    Land OS 0001 

0009 0018 2129 8900 Pitts Lane Kingsdon   

Proposal Erection of Two Whole Life Dwellings, Incorporating Full Disabled Access  

Status Awaiting Decision 

  

Application No. 19/02888/OUT                       Validated 21 Oct 2019 

Location  Land West Of Henley Road And East Of Lower Road Kingsdon Somerton TA11 7LH 

Proposal 
Outline application for the erection of 28No. dwellings and the provision of a village hall with all   etc.   

matters reserved save for access  

Status Awaiting Decision     

  

https://publicaccess.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=PZKR1VOWFGX00&activeTab=summary
https://publicaccess.southsomerset.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?keyVal=PZKR1VOWFGX00&activeTab=summary


SCRUMPY AND SILENCERS 

By Peter Crowter 

If you look for misdemeanours when you read your local news, 
It’s usually the speeders and the limits they abuse, 

The cameras are watching and they capture quite a few, 
They get hauled up before the beak and fined a bob or two. 

 
Now it’s known by one and all you must not drink and drive, 
We read that some ignore it and they’re sure they will survive. 

Alcohol has always seemed to feature in our news, 
Years ago the culprits used to blame our local booze. 

 
Sailors out at Yeovilton who had too much to drink, 

Sometimes got in trouble and were carted off to clink. 
They always blamed the scrumpy that was always their excuse, 

How could that cider be so strong ‘twas only apple juice? 
 

Another case you knew you’d see when reading your Gazette, 
Fines for noisy silencers that was a certain bet. 

Lads with motor- cycles didn’t want their bikes to purr, 
The noisier the better cause they liked to cause a stir. 

 
Nowadays it isn’t scrumpy that the people blame, 
More likely to be lager that is given a bad name, 
As for noisy silencers you hear them every day, 

I s’pose the police don’t have the time to fine and make them pay. 
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Middlezoy Aerodrome Ltd 

Middlezoy 

Somerset  TA7 0JS 

United Kingdom 
 

PPR Dave Linney  -  07901 826351 

david.linney @btinternet.com 
 

Aerodrome enquiries: Simon Childs  -  07960 056763 
 

General enquiries:  

somerseraerofest@gmail.com 
 

Company number 12122999 
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Osiligi Charity Project  

NEWSLETTER MARCH 2023 

 

 

 

 
 

 

The above photo shows the oldest Primary School class writing letters to their sponsors before going to secondary 
schools. Nearly all the letters mention the drought that has hit every family very hard. Primary school lasts many 
years in Kenya! 
 

We always like to start the newsletter on a happy note but it is a bit more challenging this time. Most people will 
have heard about the drought in East Africa and our school is in the part of Kenya where the drought is at its worst. 
Almost all the local population have no jobs, they just rely on raising a few cows and goats and selling the milk, 
kids or meat. This has now completely gone. Nearly all the animals have died due to lack of pasture. The very few 
that are remaining are fetching about 1% of the value of a healthy animal in normal times. There are 2 rainy sea-
sons per year in Kenya and the past 5 rains have failed, so 30 months of almost no rain. The next rains are due to 
start late March. It will be catastrophic if these also fail. 

 

The head-teacher introduced morning por-
ridge at the school as many children came 
to school with nothing in their stomachs 
and were finding it difficult to last until 
lunchtime. Hungry children do not learn 
well.  
 

At the end of last year, many sponsors do-
nated to a crisis fund to pay for any emer-
gency at the school or with a pupil. In De-
cember we distributed food parcels to all 
the mothers of children at the school. The 
government had distributed some food 
earlier to the community but according to 

some non-Maasai, if you were not of the same tribe as the person doing the distribution, you were unlikely to re-
ceive anything. 
 

Surviving off goats is no longer viable in this area. This is the 
reason why we built the school where we did. The older gen-
eration have no skills other than raising goats and cows. We 
are trying to educate a whole community of youngsters so 
they have a choice of what career path and jobs they follow. 
They will have the skills to have an alternative to keeping 
goats. Hopefully, some will start their own businesses in the 
area and employ others. 
 

A new class of 25 four year old children will start their long 
journey of education in January 2024. We are looking for in-
dividuals or corporations that can sponsor a number of these 
children. Can you help or do you know someone who can? 

A jug of porridge from the                                     
school kitchen.    Notice the                                      
wood burning stoves for  
 cooking the food                                                                     
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We now have 75 children supported in secondary schools. 
There are 4 grades of schools and you go to the grade corre-
sponding to your mark at Primary school. Because the exam 
results at our Primary school are so good, more than half our 
children go to the top grade of secondary school, called Na-
tional schools. All secondary schools are boarding schools, 
often many miles from where the child’s parents live. Gov-
ernment high schools have a fixed price that they must charge 
but most schools then try to increase this income by charging 
additional costs that the child must pay, for example, for 
building a new classroom or dormitory. These extra costs are 
hidden from the main school fees so often parents, or us, do 
not know about the extra costs until the child is sent home 
from school for the non-payment of these additional hidden 
fees. Sometimes the children are sent home because the bur-
sar has misallocated the incoming funds. We had 3 children 
sent on the long journey home last week even though the fees 
had been paid the previous week. 
 
Going to secondary school is not for the faint hearted. The 
parents are giving a long list of items that their child must 
bring with them, everything from a mattress to toilet paper – 
see the link above for an example acceptance letter. On the 
school letterheads, around half the email addresses are wrong, 
as are the phone numbers. If you look closely, the bank ac-

count number on page 2 is different to the one on page 9 (the digit after the 4 is different) so you have a 50:50 
chance of paying money to the wrong bank account. I have no idea how Kenyan secondary schools survive in a 
modern world! 
 
We donated to each secondary school pupil a 
mattress and a metal box. These large items, 
along with everything else on the list, have to be 
transported to the school in a Matatu, a rusty 
metal box on wheels, that passes as public 
transport in Kenya, with far less seats than pas-
sengers. Although every pupil will have a pad-
lock for the box, many pupils complained about 
items being stolen, either from their box after the 
lock is smashed or from the washing line. 
 
Our school has been chosen to host a Junior Sec-
ondary School (JSS). This means that we have to 
accommodate grades 7,8 and 9 in addition to the 
primary school. Until December 2022, JSS was 
going to be hosted in High Schools, then the 
Kenyan Government changed it’s mind on the 1st December, giving 
a whole 7 weeks notice to all the Primary Schools to get prepared. 
Imagine Western schools being given only 7 weeks notice of new 
classes, and a new curriculum. Rapid changes in Government direc-
tion appear to be the norm in Kenya. 
 
Last year, the team repaired more that 400 broken hand pumps, such 
as the one above. Since the team started repairing pumps, they have 
repaired more than 2000 broken pumps, giving water to at least 
600,000 people. Most are hand pump like the one above but a hand-
ful are electric pumps in schools or hospitals. We have never 
worked out why charities are installing new pumps whilst so many 
remain broken.  
 
Thanks everyone for your support 
 
The Osiligi Team February 2023. 

About 150 children and parents descend on their chosen  
secondary schools and busily buy uniform, books buckets etc 

25 metal boxes and some mattresses ready for secondary school  

One more pump 
 repaired  
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(Please read the below Email to Richard South & Norma Black,  especially the first para.) 

Kenya 2023 trip to the school 
Dear Richard and Norma  
 

As you all hopefully know Roger, Helen and myself visited the school at the end of January. It was a very difficult 
trip as the drought was so evident. The cattle and goats that are the 'bank account' for the Maasai have mostly all 
died or are dying. The wealth of the Maasai is counted by how many cows and goats they have, now almost every-
one has lost all of this wealth. This means that everyone is struggling. There is no grass, or vegetation at all and It 
is very hot, windy and dusty. It is the most depressing place to be at the moment but despite this the children were 
all happy and very excited to be back at school after the long winter break. 
 

My role was to take photos and videos of all the primary school children, however I also helped Helen with videos 
and photos of the secondary school pupils who came in for revision. I took photos of all the children who were 
present in all the classes apart from H which Helen took. In all over 750 videos and photos which I have now put 
in the folders. These can be found in your child's folder. 

 
I have had some feedback already that the videos are too short and too quiet. Videos take up huge amounts of data 
and would block folders and I simply did not have the time to take a longer video. It was also the first week of 
school and very very noisy. I hope that you do however, appreciate however small or quiet a quick peek at the 
children. 
 
Other photos and videos can be found on our google photo drive and in the private Facebook page Osiligi Child 
Sponsors 
 
There were a few children absent in the first week about 5 in the primary school.  
 
Rebecca Silau folder is here https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1fp1RfM075E0bT0ZgE9ZI5ZOqQ0IChBMe 
 
We have a Facebook site which you can join where I have put lots of videos and also this Google site where I have 
uploaded some and will continue to add videos in the next few weeks. 

 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/11yHk21pXrtTbIpB-UrckACGyq6b_CWD3?usp=share_link 
 

Thanks for all your support.  Tracey 
 
Roger and Helen are about to send out a newsletter updating you all on the trip and for those who don't know what 
we look like here is Helen, Roger and me waiting for the plane which was delayed both ways!                            
(Newsletter already in the Chronicle) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Norma sends her thanks to all who have so generously given donation for the education of Rebecca Silau,  who is 
hoping to become a teacher. 

If anyone would like to join in with donations for this great cause, please contact Norma on 01935 
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How to occupy Grandchildren by Ray & Pauline Slinger 

Keeping the grand children busy over the half term. After our trip to Norway we bought home little Trolls so Ray 

spent a couple of days making Troll houses each one individual so the children could decorate them how they 

wished with a little help from both Pauline and Ray. Time well spent and enjoyed by all. Before and after.  
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Blue Bag, Black & Green 

Boxes  Recycling 
March - Thursdays   2nd,  9th,  

16th ,  23rd & 30th                   

Black rubbish                        

wheelie bin collection 
 

March  - Thursday 16th  

Garden Waste 

Green wheelie bin collection 

March - Thursday 9th & 23rd  
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After 20 years of marriage, a couple was lying in 
bed one evening, when the wife felt her husband 
begin to fondle her in ways he hadn't in quite some 
time.  It almost tickled as his fingers started at her 
neck, and then began moving down past the small of 
her back.  He then caressed her shoulders and neck, 
slowling worked his hand down over her breasts, 
stopping just over her lower stomach. 
He then proceeded to place his hand on her left in-
ner arm, caressed past the side of her breast again, 
working down her side, passed gently over her but-
tock and down her leg to her calf. Then, he proceed-
ed up her inner thigh, stopping just at the uppermost 
portion of her leg. He continued in the same manner 
on her right side, then suddenly stopped, rolled over 
and started to watch the tv. 
As she had become quite aroused by this caressing, 
she asked in a loving voice, "That was wonderful. 
Why did you stop?"  He said, "I found the remote". 
 

"An old woman walked up and tied her old mule to 
the hitching post. 
As she stood there, brushing some of the dust from 
her face and clothes, a young gunslinger stepped out 
of the saloon with a gun in one hand and a bottle of 
whiskey in the other.  
He looked at the woman and laughed, 
"Hey old woman, have you ever danced?"  
The woman looked up at the gunslinger and said, 
"No ... I never did dance ... Never really wanted to"  
A crowd has gathered as the young gunslinger 
grinned and said, "Well you old bag, you're gonna 
dance now!", and started shooting at the old wom-
an's feet.  
The old woman prospector - not wanting to have her 
toes blown off- started hopping around. Many were 
laughing. 
When his last bullet was fired, the gunslinger, still 
laughing, holstered his gun and turned around to go 
back into the saloon. 
The old woman turned to her pack mule, pulled out 
a double-barrelled shotgun and cocked both ham-
mers. The loud clicks carried clearly through the 
desert air, and the crowd immediately stopped 
laughing. 
The gunslinger heard the sounds too, and turned 
around very slowly. The silence was almost deafen-
ing. The crowd watched tensely as he stared at the 
woman and the large gaping holes of those twin bar-
rels. 
The barrels of the shotgun never wavered in her 
hands as she quietly said, "Son, have you ever 
kissed a mule's ass?" 
The gunslinger swallowed hard and said, "No m'am, 
but I've always wanted too"  
 THERE ARE FIVE LESSONS HERE FOR ALL OF US: 
1 - Never be arrogant. 
2 - Don't waste ammunition. 
3 - Whiskey makes you think you're smarter than 
you are. 
4 - Always make sure you know who has the power. 
5 - Don't mess with old people; they didn't get old 
by being stupid." 
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An old nun was living in a convent next to a construction site  
She couldn't help but notice the coarse language of the work-
ers and decided to spend some time with them to correct their 
ways.  She decided she would take her lunch and sit with the 
workers and talk with them. She put her sandwich in a brown 
bag and walked over to the spot where the men were eating. 
She walked up to the group and with a big smile said, "Do you 
men know Jesus Christ?" They shook their heads and looked 
at each other. One of the workers looked up into the steelwork 
and yelled, "Anybody up there know Jesus Christ?" One of the 
steelworkers yelled down, and asked  “why”   . The worker 
yelled, "His mum is here with his lunch". 
 

It's been years since my wife wanted sex but tonight, she's 
been all, "Why don't we go upstairs?" And "I've got some-
thing for you up there" and "I'm going to make you sweat 
tonight," I've got a horrible suspicion she's had a self-
assembly Ikea wardrobe delivered. 
 

A little girl was sitting on her grandfather’s lap as he read 
her a bedtime story. From time to time, she would take her 
eyes off the book and reach up to touch his wrinkled cheek. 
She was alternately stroking her own cheek, then his again. 
Finally, she spoke up, “Grandpa, did God make you?”  
“Yes, sweetheart,” he answered. “God made me a long time 
ago.”   “Oh,” she paused. “Grandpa, did God make me 
too?”  “Yes, indeed, honey,” he said. “God made you just a 
little while ago.”  Feeling their respective faces again, the 
little girl observed, “God’s getting better at it, isn’t He?” 
 

A teenage boy had just passed his driving test ... 
... and asked his father as to when they could discuss his use 
of the family car.  His father said he'd make a deal with his 
son, "You bring your grades up from a C to a B average, 
study your Bible a little and get your hair cut. Then we'll 
talk about the car" The boy thought about that for a mo-
ment, decided he'd settle for the offer, and they agreed on it.  
After about six weeks his father said, "Son, you've brought 
your grades up and I've observed that you have been study-
ing your Bible, but I'm disappointed you haven't had your 
hair cut."  The boy said, "You know, Dad, I've been think-
ing about that, and I've noticed in my studies of the Bible 
that Samson had long hair, John the Baptist had long hair, 
Moses had long hair, and there's even strong evidence that 
Jesus had long hair.”  The father responded, "Did you also 
notice that they all walked everywhere they went?" 
 

An old tired-looking dog wanders into a guy's yard. He exam-
ines the dog's collar and feels his well-fed belly and knows the 
dog has a home.  The dog follows him into the house, goes 
down the hall, jumps on the couch, gets comfortable and falls 
asleep. The man thinks its rather odd, but lets him sleep. After 
about an hour the dog wakes up, walks to the door and the guy 
lets him out. The dog wags his tail and leaves.  The next day 
the dog comes back and scratches at the door. The guy opens 
the door, the dog comes in, goes down the hall, jumps on the 
couch, gets comfortable and falls asleep again. The man lets 
him sleep. After about an hour the dog wakes up, walks to the 
door and the guy lets him out. The dog wags his tail and 
leaves.  This goes on for days. The guy grows really curious, 
so he pins a note on the dog's collar: "Your dog has been tak-
ing a nap at my house every day."  The next day the dog ar-
rives with another note pinned to his collar: "He lives in a 
home with four children -- he's trying to catch up on his sleep. 
Can I come with him tomorrow 
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LOGS FOR SALE 
Well Seasoned                  

Hardwood Logs  
for Sale    

 

Free Delivery in Kingsdon 
 

Contact:  Austin            
Tel  07879690941 

Runner Duck  

Pet & Poultry Supplies Ltd  

 

Unit 16 Cary Court,        

Somerton Business 

Park, Bancombe Road,  

Somerton, Somerset,       

UK     TA11 6SB 

Tel:  01458 898020 

 

 

Whether your pet be big or small,                     
we will do our best  to cater for all.. 

Simon Whatley                                     
Plumbing & Heating 

Glebelands, Bineham Lane, Yeovilton,                
Yeovil,  Somerset.  BA22 8EZ                           

Tel:  07794 784108 

https://www.facebook.com/Runner-Duck-Pet-Poultry-Supplies-Ltd-281132588706395/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARCjONSVouEEIJR2_ZxGiX6P_PZOTfY6QF469THKEhz3RszwD2xSZjiA4RbEkKgYSDJmWeUCL2iYZnIn&hc_ref=ARTBwe50N35oiJMLLCAix3wRy6IDSC_uZaFQFJNaIs7LjcObdI2kUWJ5l6OdcJoGGL4&ref=nf_t
https://www.facebook.com/Runner-Duck-Pet-Poultry-Supplies-Ltd-281132588706395/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARCjONSVouEEIJR2_ZxGiX6P_PZOTfY6QF469THKEhz3RszwD2xSZjiA4RbEkKgYSDJmWeUCL2iYZnIn&hc_ref=ARTBwe50N35oiJMLLCAix3wRy6IDSC_uZaFQFJNaIs7LjcObdI2kUWJ5l6OdcJoGGL4&ref=nf_t


The Kingsdon Chronicle 

 
The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation.  
Cheques payable to ‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’   The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its read-
ers If you wish me to publish an article,  please email your request with the details or send it in writing.  Request-
ing publication you are agreeing your article can be published on the Kingsdon website at: http://
www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/      Please  ensure I acknowledge receipt.  Contributed letters and articles 
printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views of The Kingsdon Chronicle production  
team. The editor will assume that all material supplied is original, or from copyright free sources.  (It is the con-
tributor’s responsibility to gain any necessary permissions and to provide acknowledgments).”   Editor:  Wallace 
Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW  Tel 01935 841444,    Mobile 07990673935,                                     
Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com    www.kingsdon.org/ kingsdon-chronicle/ 
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Dear All 
 

I think it is best if I inform you all of my serious health problems which may prevent me from producing the 
Chronicle in the future. 
 

I have been diagnosed with Colon Cancer,  also for a couple of years now I have also been suffering from Pulmo-
nary  Fibrosis, as well  as Cardiomyopathy and other heart disorders and Angina.. 
 

Last week I was told what medical options are open to me and the risks involved.  Any surgery is made more dan-
gerous due to the state of my lungs! 
 

This coming week I will have to decide which option to take,  they all have a risk!  The percentage survival rates 
have taken  some comprehending.   
 

Producing the Kingsdon Chronicle 
 

For some time now I had set myself a target of 200 issues, which would take another 13 months. This is now look-
ing somewhat  doubtful, but who knows, I shall push on with it. 
 

Marilyn has agreed to have a go at producing the Chronicle  when I am no longer able to do so,  my son Richard 
will help her when necessary.   Could I please ask that when sending in articles for publishing in the future,  they 
are made as simple as possible.   I don’t think you know that I have spent hours converting messages to Publisher 
format ready for production in the past. 
 

Thank You 
 

Marilyn and I moved to Kingsdon over 42 years ago, during that time we have had some great times with the mar-
vellous people of Kingsdon, and those who  no longer live here.   
 

I thank you all, both  family and friends, either home or overseas for the love and friendship you have shown me 
over the years.   I wish you all good health and happiness for the future. 
 

Wally 


