
 

 
 
 
                                                               

 Draft MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
Thursday 8th December 2022, Kingsdon Village hall, 7.30pm 

 

 
Parishioner comment time: 
None 
 
District and County councillor time: 
 
 
Present:  
Mr G. Osborne (Chairman), Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mrs S Mackay, Mr A. Anderson, Mr 
I.Dibben, Mr P. Waters,  Mrs J.Morris (Parish Coucillors),); Mr K.Tridgell (RFO) plus 5 parishioners. 
  
1. Apologies:    
Mr D. Ruddle (County Councillor), Mr T. Capozzoli (District Councillor), Mrs Kate Hatt (Parish Clerk) 
and  Mr C.Hull (District Councillor) 
 
2. Declarations of Interest:  
 
3. Minutes:  
The minutes of the monthly Parish Council meeting, held on the 10th November 2022, which had 
been previously circulated, were proposed by P.Waters and seconded by S.Mackay, and 
unanimously approved and signed. 
 
4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items: 
 

Signs about tennis ball throwing 

Concerns had been expressed about tennis balls being left around or discarded, 

Action: Ian Dibben to put up two notices. 

 

Memorial Oak tree for the late Queen 

Following research, a sturdy circular metal seat had been identified in Wells Reclamation requiring 
only modest refurbishment. This could be obtained for circa £495 plus a £20 collection charge. 

A three metre high oak tree from a Somerset supplier could be purchased for circa £130.   

There will also be a small further charge for a suitable plaque. 

 



After a brief discussion it was proposed by Phil Waters, seconded by Ian Dibben, and unanimously 
approved that the above seat and tree be purchased with the intention that the planting and 
installation be completed by end January. 

 

Action: Phil Waters by end January 2023 

 
 
5. Chairman’s Report 
Despite both e-mail & telephone calls to the County Council Highways Department they were 
proving impossible to engage in any dialogue. 

 
6. Correspondence 
None 
 
7.1 and 7.2 Finance- report and cheque signing. 
 

KPC Current Account  Opening balance as at 01.11.2022 £15,393.79 
40 Net Cheque /Standing Order Cleared Balance £600.19 
  Payments/Transfer In -VAT refund £487.41 & £1650.22 £2,137.63 
  Transfer Out -  £0.00 
  Closing Balance as at 30.11.2022 £16,931.23 
  Uncleared Payments - Nil £0.00 
  True Balance as at 30.11.2022 £16,931.23 

   
KPC General Reserve A/C Opening balance as at 01.11.2022 £5,002.42 
51 Net Cheque Balance £0.00 
  Interest - nil £0.00 
  Transfer In - nil £0.00 
  Transfer Out - nil £0.00 
  Closing Balance as at 30.11.2022 £5,002.42 

   
KPC Earmarked Reserve 
A/C Opening balance as at 01.11.2022 £50,686.65 
43 Interest - nil £0.00 
  Transfer In - nil £0.00 
  Transfer Out- nil £0.00 
  Closing Balance as at 30.11.2022 £50,686.65 

 

Clerk Services Payroll as from April 2022 until further notice and RFO 
Services Payroll as from April 2022 until further notice   

Kate Hatt - Clerk services £108.00 

K Tridgell - RFO Services £135.00 

Alec Anderson expenses- Fuel for grass cutting £26.63 

KVH - hire of hall 13.10.22 £15.00 



Adams Marquees - coronation event 2023 - Deposit £1,189.62 

    
    
    
    

  
TOTAL ACTAUL EXPENDITURE - Up to 08/10/2022 £1,474.25 

Amount approval (less S.O. pre approved Clerk/ RFO &HMRC PAYE) 
£1,231.25 

 
 
 
The RFO reported that considerable time had been expended to supply Barclays Bank with the 
necessary ID documentary requirements to satisfy the money laundering regulations. Fortunately 
our auditors Accounting Angels were able to verify the documents concerned. 

We have received our VAT refund claim of £2137.63p 

The RFO gave the monthly financial report advising of the opening and closing balances of the banks 
accounts. The Chairman signed the bank reconsolidations and cheques for Alec Anderson (mower 
fuel) and fees for KPC hiring of the village hall. 

 

Following a proposal from Ian Dibben, seconded by Phil Waters the report and accounts were 
unanimously approved. 

 

A request had been received from the Jubilee Charity Fund to order and pay the deposit for a 
marquee to be used next year for an event to celebrate the King’s coronation. As there was no 
certainty this event would actually happen it was declined. Next week the Charity will be holding its 
AGM. If from that meeting the event will definitely be going ahead, then following an extra-ordinary 
meeting of KPC it could action placing the order and paying the deposit. 

Note! In order to reclaim the vat the order and invoice must be in the name of the parish council. 

 

7.3 The precept 

 The RFO had previously circulated to councillors a draft copy of the proposed precept for the 
financial year 2023/24. There was one adjustment to the draft needed i.e the grant to the Kingsdon 
Chronicle will be £150 not the higher figure shown on the spreadsheet will the variance re-allocated 
to general expenses.  In view of the current very difficult financial circumstance facing the country 
and its impact on parishioners it was deemed necessary to propose a standstill budget with no 
increase in the annual precept. Following a proposal by Sue Mackay, seconded by Julia Morris the 
precept for 2023/24 was unanimously approved. 

 

Action: RFO to complete the forms and submit to SSDC by next meeting 



 

8. Brush Cutter and Grass Cutter Training. 

To comply with the risk assessment and insurance requirements it is necessary that all volunteers, 
including councillors, using Brush Cutting and similar power tools have attended a certificated 
course; these certificates usually remain valid for a five year period. 

There are two places on suitable courses running in Westonzoyland. 

 

Following a proposal by Brian Paine, seconded by Sue Mackay it was unanimously approved that the 
two places should be booked at the earliest opportunity. 

 

Action: Ian Dibben by next meeting 

 

There will also be a requirement to get a team of people trained to use the mower. 

Ideally, the “train the trainer” concept may be preferable in this instance. 

 

Action:  Guy Osborne to research a suitable course. 

 

9. Adoption of the Civility and Respect Pledge 

The circumstances and rationale for this pledge, along with its detailed wording had previously been 
circulated to councillors following receipt of documents from NALC and SSDC. 

 

Following a proposal from Ian Dibben, seconded by Julia Morris the adoption of the pledge was 
unanimously approved. It will be renewed each year at the KPC annual meeting in May. 

 

10. Village Field Equipment 

It had previously been reported that two of the bench seats were beyond repair. One of the cradle 
swings had also been damaged beyond repair and required replacement. 

 

Councillors had been circulated with details of new recycled plastic bench seats with a 25 year 
warranty at a cost of £345 each ex-vat. A new cradle swing cost !25 ex-vat. 

 

Following a proposal by Brian Paine, seconded by Phil Waters, it was unanimously agreed to 
purchase these essential replacements. The total cost will exceed the village field maintenance 
budget but the total required can be covered using the specific ear-marked reserves. 



 

Action: Brian Paine  

 

11. Parish Councillors and staff e-mail addresses and electronic devices 

Ian Dibben explained that to ensure comprehensive records and audit trails it requires two further 
dedicated e-mail addresses for the Parish Clerk and RFO. The would be similar to those of the 
Chairman & Vice-Chairman which are at Kingsdon.org 

 

This will ensure all correspondence is then via a common domain 

 

Following discussion it was proposed by Ian Dibben, seconded by Phil Waters and unanimously 
approved that the necessary preparatory action to initiate this development should proceed. 

 

Action: Ian Dibben  

 

12. Lime Trees 

Parishioner David Morris explained that a professional survey had been undertaken on the nine lime 
trees adjacent to North Town, one of which is located in the pound and thus the responsibility of the 
Parish Council. Both the tree in the pound and one in the property of Mr Morris were in need of 
some tree surgery, although only of a minor nature in respect of the tree in the pound. 

 

It was also noted that the growth of one of the lime trees was now damaging the pound wall. Some 
remedial works on this wall will be necessary in the future and Mr Morris offered to assist with the 
task when undertaken. 

 

Following discussion on both cost and timescale it was proposed by Phil Waters, seconded by Sue 
Mackay and agree unanimously that the Parish Council would cover 1/9th of the survey costs and 
the tree work necessary for the one on the pound. 

Action: Guy Osborne/RFO  

 

13. Date of next meeting 

The next meeting will be at 7.30.pm on Thursday 12th January 2023. 

 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.25 pm 


