
 

 
 
 
                                                               

 Draft MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
Thursday 13th October 2022, Kingsdon Village hall, 7.30pm 

 

 
Parishioner comment time: 
None. 
 
District and County councillor time: 
Dean Ruddle reported: The phosphate issue may be resolved for small developments. It is going to 
next month’s agenda, the plan is to buy credits, in January we may see movement in the market.  
The developer will have to pay roughly between £5-10,000 for each house. 
The District Council are slowing right down now. 
There is a massive short fall in the new authority, struggling next year to deliver anything, e.g. capital 
projects, will need to slow up for at least two years. The savings made in unitary will be no where 
near enough to cover the short fall. 
 
Present:  
Mr G. Osborne (Chairman), Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mrs S Mackay, Mr A. Anderson (Parish 
Councillors), Mr D. Ruddle (County Councillor), Mrs Kate Hatt (Parish Clerk); Mr K.Tridgell (RFO) plus 
12 parishioners. 
  
1. Apologies:    
Mr I.Dibben, Mr P. Waters, Mrs J.Morris,  Mr T. Capozzoli (District Councillor) and Mr C.Hull (District 
Councillor). 
 
2. Declarations of Interest:  
None 
 
3. Minutes:  
The minutes of the monthly Parish Council meeting, held on the 8th September 2022, which had 
been previously circulated, were proposed by B.Paine and seconded by S.Mackay, and unanimously 
approved and signed. 
 
4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items: 
A note went in the chronicle with information about the Somerset Bus partnership, at the moment 
no-one else has come forward. 
 
5. Chairman’s Report 
G.Osborne has been trying to get the dog bin installed on quarry lane, someone did visit but it is still 
in the process of being sorted. 
A couple of councillors met the planning officer- Russell Williams-  at the old orchard, he did not feel 
that planners would support a development here, G.Osborne asked for this to be put into an email 
which we have now received. 



 
6. Correspondence 
A parishioner asked about the lights in Henley Road being switched off, B.Paine spoke to the housing 
people responsible for the lights in that area and he has been chasing the light suppliers, they would 
not entertain the lights going off at midnight, they felt that someone would claim against them if 
they had an accident. 
 
We have received a warm spaces questionnaire which is gathering information about suitable places 
for people to go if they are struggling to heat their house this winter. We have completed this with 
information about the possible use of the shop. 
The Parish Council have said that they could support with extra heating coasts if needed. 
 
A parishioner said that the church has been asked similar questions, but they felt this was not a 
suitable venue so would support the shop as a potential warm space. 
 
 
 
7.1 and 7.2 Finance- report and cheque signing. 
 

KPC Current Account  Opening balance as at 01.09.2022 £16,368.85 
40 Net Cheque /Standing Order Cleared Balance £599.00 
  Payments/Transfer In - £0.00 
  Transfer Out -  £0.00 
  Closing Balance as at 30.09.2022 £15,769.85 
  Uncleared Payments - Nil £0.00 
  True Balance as at 30.09.2022 £15,769.85 

   
KPC General Reserve A/C Opening balance as at 01.09.2022 £5,000.88 
51 Net Cheque Balance £0.00 
  Interest - £1.54 £1.54 
  Transfer In £0.00 
  Transfer Out - nil £0.00 
  Closing Balance as at 30.09.2022 £5,002.42 

   
KPC Earmarked Reserve 
A/C Opening balance as at 01.09.2022 £47,172.11 
43 Interest - £14.54 £14.54 
  Transfer In £0.00 
  Transfer Out- £0.00 
  Closing Balance as at 30.09.2022 £47,186.65 

 

Clerk Services Payroll as from April 2022 until further notice and RFO 
Services Payroll as from April 2022 until further notice     

Kate Hatt - Clerk services £108.00 Standing order 
K Tridgell - RFO Services £135.00 Standing order 
KVH - September Hall Hire £15.00 OLT30092239 
Accounting Angels - Payroll charges 2022 £144.00 OLT28092240 



The Play Inspection Company - Annual Inspection Fee £72.00 OLT24082245 
      
      
      
      

   
TOTAL ACTAUL EXPENDITURE - Up to 12/10/2022 £474.00  

Amount approval (less S.O. pre-approved Clerk/ RFO &HMRC PAYE) 
£231.00  

 
 
 
 
K.Tridgell talked through the accounts. 
We still need the refund for Balance of marquee hire from Adams Marquees of £2.145.08  and the 
hire of generator and loos from Purple Hire £358.50. K.Tridgell will write to the jubilee committee. 

We are in receipt of some 106 money for the play equipment, there is no breakdown on the 
amount. B.Paine will contact them as the figure does not match what they agreed to. 
The changed mandate has now be received from Barclays, so D.Beswick has now been removed and 
replaced by G.Osborne. 
Do we want to transfer money to the asset savings account? It was agreed to make this transfer. 
 
The payments were proposed by A.Anderson, seconded by S.Mackay, all in favour. 
 

8. Finance Working Group 
This is a new group, which has to have K.Tridgell, B.Paine and G.Osborne, we need one more 
volunteer. All the councillors that have budgets – can they all please look for grant money. 
 

9. Village Field  
We have been asking people to quote to repair the wall. We need to get three quotations. 
We do need to prepare the area first. It won’t be until Spring, the quotes we are getting will 
hold until then. 
 

10. Oak tree in memory of our late Queen – postponed to next month 
 
 

11. Feedback from Local Community Networks conference 
 
B.Paine reported –  
As you are no doubt aware Somerset becomes a Unitary Authority commencing April 2023. 
However, it will not be able to finalise a budget until end February 2023. The four District 
Council will the cease to exist. Currently there are 450 staff working on the setting up of the new 
local authority. In the unitary authority Business Plan, approved by the Dept of Environment, it 
states that a number of “Local Community Networks will be set up. On Tuesday 4th October I 
attended a conference at Westlands, on behalf of the parish council, to hear about the initial 
plans to develop Local Community Networks. All 351 town and parish councils were invited to 
send a representative. The public consultation on LCN’s finishes on 17th October 2022 but 



attendance was an opportunity to give feedback and ask questions. There was a presentation by 
Cornwall Council who became a unitary authority in 2009. They have 19 network areas which 
appeared to be a successful “bottom up” model. There was also a presentation by 
Buckinghamshire Council who became a unitary authority in 2020. A smaller council with just 
171 town and parish councils. They have 16 Local Community Boards but are clearly a very top 
down model. Somerset are currently looking at three possible models for their Local Community 
Networks: 

 

A)  18 networks grouped by very broadly equally sized population groups. 

B)  17 more geographically balanced out population groups. 

C)  10 groups more based upon electoral divisions. 

 

Pilot studies have been taking place in  

a) Exmoor     Highways 

b) Bruton/Castle Cary/Wincanton  Wellbeing/Isolation 

c)Frome     Children & Families 

d)Bridgewater    Devolution of assets & services 

 

The first three can be said to have had some limited positive outputs. My assessment of the 
three models A, B, & C currently being considered is that B would be both best for us as a parish. 
Model C covers far too large a geography and could not be construed as a local network. Going 
forward it is unlikely that in whatever form the LCN’s emerge they are unlikely to be fully 
operational in under two years. They will probably each have a staff development officer 
attached to them but as yet do decision on a budget or indeed constitution and modus operandi. 
They will not be involved in planning matters or decisions. We need to keep engaged with future 
developments to have any influence with the evolution of LCNs. We cannot be particularly 
confident about the way forward as the conference itself was poorly organised 

 

D.Ruddle felt that LCN’s could end up just being ‘talking shops’ without much actually 
happening. They won’t be forced on us by Government. 

 
12. Play equipment inspection, maintenance and bench seats  

We have received the annual playground inspection report, there is nothing that urgently 
needs doing to the equipment. There are a few minor items that can be done in time. 

 
 
 
 

13. General Data Protection Regulations  



G.Osborne explained that we need to have risk assessments in place. We need these to be 
on our website, they are nearly ready to be on there. 

 
14. S106 money 

There is some 106 money which has been set aside for the Village Hall. We have received an 
email guaranteeing us that it will not get lost in the transfer from SSDC to the unitary 
authority. 
 
 
 
15. Date of next meeting 
 
Thursday Parish Council monthly meeting – 10th November 2022. 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.03 pm 


