
 

                                                   
MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON  

THURSDAY MAY 27th 2021 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm 

 

Present: Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman), S. Mackay , A. Anderson and J.Morris (Parish Councillors) plus 14 
parishioners. 
 
1. Chairman’s report 
 
Over the past two years the impact of the Covid pandemic has placed limitations on the Parish Council. 
Nevertheless, it has not precluded ongoing care and maintenance activities. The field has regularly been 
mown, hedgerows and verges trimmed. 
 
The swings and zip wire have been repaired, along with other items and out thanks to John Yates who 
has assisted with various tasks. 
 
Several new trees have been planted and more are planned for later this year. 
 
There has also been work undertaken on footpaths and stiles with more also planned for later this year. 
Councillor Ian Dibben always welcomes volunteers to assist with these ongoing remedial activities. 
 
Our Parish Council Chairman David Beswick has retired after seven years of valuable service to the 
Parish, and at the last meeting we elected Councillor Guy Osborne to succeed to this position and steer 
us through the next five years. We were also able to welcome Mrs Julia Morris onto the Parish Council 
and her knowledge on environmental and climate issues will be a valuable contribution going forward. 
 
Over the next five-year term, the Parish Council will need to consider a range of strategic issues in 
addition to the operational activities covered by the regular monthly meetings. Typically, these will 
encompass: 
 

• Engagement with the new Local Community Network being established by the new Somerset 
Unitary Authority. 
 

• Investigate and evaluate the development of a Neighbourhood Plan. 
 

• Purchase of further equipment for the village field to utilise the balance of Section 106 funding. 
 

• Conclude the ownership of the village field, allotments and other sites. 
 

• Liaise with the Hall Committee on the future of the village hall. 
 

• Evolve Climate and Environmental policies and action plans. 
 
Information of any of these important issues will be disseminated to the village 
in the course of the next five years. 
 
2. County councillor report by Dean Ruddle 
 
It has been a Honour and a Privilege to have served Kingsdon for the past 9 years. 
It has been extremely difficult couple of years for all of us and from March 2019 
 we saw the whole country go into national lockdown. 
Somerset county council and other Authorities alike decided to run the council through delegated 
powers. 



Weekly Covid meeting were held to inform the councillors what was going on within the county and 
their areas. 
I felt these meeting was so important that I made sure that the weekly reports were sent out to all my 
parishes. 
 
Somerset county council continue to make financial savings and due to the pandemic, this has only 
made it more difficult. 
Some extra funding has come from central government which has helped soften the blow however over 
the foreseeable years more saving will have to happen. 
This is becoming totally unsustainable and that is the reason Somerset will become a Unitary Authority 
in May 2023 with the District Councils operations coming to end. 
 
The Initial estimates show that around £18m pounds could be released annually to invest into front line 
services as well as providing the public with greater clarity with contact on public services. SCC and the 
Districts councils have also stressed the increased roles that Town and Parishes would be able to play in 
the governance of the County to ensure local participation and consideration. 
 
Climate emergency has become a major part of all our lives and to that end grants became available to 
all the areas for all sorts of projects from planting trees to cycle ways, solar panels etc but due to the 
large take up many schemes did not get through however there will be more funding available into the 
future. 
It was great to see that the small highway improvement scheme has finally been signed off. 
I believe being elected to both SCC and SSDC has been a huge benefit in the past which has allowed me 
to bring together officers from both authorities adding additional benefits to the residents within our 
area and now we are moving to one single unitary authority I can only hope this will be better for us all. 
 
I believe working together with the community is the best way of working. 
I will continue to work with local people to try and help them achieve what we would like to see within 
our area. 
 
3.District Councillors Report by  
 
 
Charlie Hull and Tony Capozzoli have nothing further to report on top of what they contribute in updates 
at our usual meetings. 
 
 4. Village Hall Report by M. Elliott 
 
Since life has returned to near normality the village hall has had its’ regular users resume after the 
pandemic, that is all but one.  Bookings for the weekends are starting to pick up which should show in 
the accounts at the end of our financial year. 
For some time now, the floor has suffered from dampness and condensation causing it to expand. 
Unfortunately, due to a modification design flaw the wooden floor became prone to rising up as it was 
unable to expand horizontally.  During the winter work was carried out on the floor and with the help of 
a dehumidifier the problem has been rectified to a degree.  It is hoped the floor will now remain in a 
suitable condition for short mat bowls who had found a bumpy floor difficult to play on and also have 
had no more complaints from those dancing the nights away! 
 We thank Guy for keeping it looking so good for such an old building. There is however some work still 
to be done. 
We continue to benefit from £ ZERO council tax/business rates (yearly application) 
Insurance costs have been kept level 
Fire safety and control inspections completed as required by legislation (Bristol Fire) 
COVID-19 regulations and controls are now ceased but were handled professionally by the team in full 
accordance to the legal requirements. The diary based daily entry information record remains on a 
voluntary basis. Some other measures remain in place in an advisory capacity only ...IE: masks, hand 
sanitiser and social distancing. 



External Notice Board information includes Committee Members and their contacts and the most recent 
approved accounts. 
Internal Notice Boards include legal notices, hall information, community information and importantly 
KVH location information 
 
 
 

5. Table Tennis Club by Nina Carlisle 
 
Following the reopening of the Village Hall we were able to resume table tennis on 24th August 2021 
when it was felt safe to play with all the windows and doors open to allow for airflow. 
We play from 7.30 to 9.30, all year round, enjoying a bit of exercise and friendly competition on a 
Tuesday evening. This has traditionally been followed by a glass or two afterwards in the Kingsdon Inn. 
Unfortunately, the Inn is closed on a Tuesday evening at present but we hope this may change.  
We play doubles games on two tables and with between 8 and 12 regular players we don’t have much 
time to sit down between games. 
New players are always welcome – just turn up, no equipment needed. 
 
 

6. Kingsdon Boules and Croquet Club by Nina Carlisle 
 
In 2021, following the partial easing of Covid restrictions, our club was able to start play on April 15th as 
planned. Having organised taster sessions in early May, our club grew to 16 members. In accordance 
with the rules we brought our own individual tea and cake and sat outside. Later, with further relaxation 
of Covid restrictions, together with cricket club members, we thoroughly cleaned and sanitised the 
pavilion and, thanks to the provision of a stand hand sanitizer and lots of antibacterial wipes we were 
able to get safely back to our ‘tea and cake’ break in the pavilion between sessions. We were grateful for 
the ‘Opening up Safely and Reconnecting Communities Fund’ which enabled us to pay for cleaning 
materials and buy more equipment for our increased membership. 
We play on a Thursday afternoon between 1.30 and 5 with a break for tea and cake. We played 30 
games between mid-April and the end of November and hope to beat our record of 32 games this 
season. 
With increased membership fees and pay to play funds we were able to contribute £400 towards 
maintenance of the cricket ground. We are indebted to Ben for keeping both our playing surfaces in tip 
top condition.  
This year, play started on 14th April with 14 eager members. 
We were recently all invited to Taunton Croquet Club where we received tuition and played practice 
games with experienced players and coaches. Croquet, it seems, is rather like chess in that it requires 
players to think several shots ahead and consider several options. We all learned a lot and realised we 
had a lot more to learn! 
We welcome new members and would be happy to provide taster sessions for those interested. We had 
an Open Day in 2018 which generated a lot of interest and plan to hold another later in the year when 
the weather warms up. 
 

7. Kingsdon Chronicle report by Wally Elliott 

 On 1st October this year the Kingsdon Chronicle will be publishing its’ 182nd Edition, 13 years of 
publishing without missing a single month, something I am particularly proud of as this includes the time 
I was hospitalised for a triple by-pass operation in 2010.   

Up until the pandemic, each month we were printing approximately 175 copies for distribution either 
within the village or being posted further afield. It was also emailed to 83 people around Britain and to 
Australia, Canada, USA, Sweden & Italy apart from being posted on the website, in full colour!  11 
residents having chosen to receive their Chronicle by Email. 



The Chronicle continues to receive requests for inclusion of articles, both from within the Village and 
increasingly from outside organisations as more and more people, both near and far become aware of 
the Chronicle’s existence since every copy is easily available on the village website.  
  
Financing the Chronicle:    At the outset financing was by some very generous residents.   Unfortunately, 
as these generous people passed away and others ceased putting their hands in their pockets, another 
means of income was necessary.  Thanks to Gillian Carnall who started up and runs the Chronicle 100 
Club, which at the start, many people became a paid-up member.  This meant I no longer had to send 
out begging letters.  
 
The average cost of Production prior to the start of the pandemic was approximately £2,622 with 
income being £2,267   The expenditure, apart from printing the Chronicle, also included the colour 
printing of posters for various village organisations.  A somewhat expensive charitable item that I no 
longer do due to the astronomical cost of colour ink 
 
The cost of producing the Chronicle annually now, if I was to go back to printing a copy per household 
with no other expenses, I estimate to be in the region of £2,000.   To do this large printing operation I 
would require a new printer as my old one is on its last legs.  
 
For the information of newcomers to Kingsdon, there is no charge for the Chronicle that is delivered to 
your computer monthly, you can however support the production cost by joining the Kingsdon Chronicle 
100+ Club.  Membership is only £12 per person for the year, there is no restriction on the number of 
memberships per household. 
 
Do I want to continue producing the Chronicle, the answer is YES, provided I don’t have the burden of 
any financial worries and I can maintain editorial independence? 
 
A parishioner proposed a vote of thanks to Wally Elliott for his production of the Kingsdon Chronicle. It has been a 
much-valued publication providing information about village activities and future events, and other sources of 
useful information. 
 

 
 

8. Church by Nick Allen 
 
Despite the continuing difficulties of the lockdown, which lasted through most of 2021, attendances at 
Church have if anything increased during the past year.  One lasting effect of the lockdown is reflected in 
our usual pattern of services, in that we now have a Church service every other Sunday.  One of these will 
usually be a communion service and the other a service of Morning Prayer. 
 
Some of our increased attendance has come from more recent arrivals in the village, which is really 
encouraging, and through the energy and foresight of Carol Fraser, we are trying hard to attract more 
children to the Church.  In particular we aim to restore occasional Children’s services when the occasion 
arises. 
 
In the past couple of years an association known as Friends of All Saints Kingsdon (or FOASK for short) has 
been formed as a fund-raising body running in parallel with the Church.  Their progress has however been 
slightly stalled by reason of nobody coming forward as Chairman.  The PCC hope that in time FOASK will 
provide a very helpful arm of the Church’s activities in the village. 
 
On the Diocesan front our former Bishop Rt Rev Peter Hancock, has sadly had to retire due to ill health, 
but surprisingly quickly for the Church of England, a successor, Rt Rev Michael Beesley, has been 
appointed and should be in place by the Autumn. 
 
More locally our long-serving Priest-in-Charge Rev Alan Symonds, retired in January, and the process is 
already well under way for the appointment of his successor.  Informal meetings have been held at both 



Parish and Benefice levels to create a parish profile for the new priest, and here in Kingsdon we have 
recently held a very useful open meeting with the village to obtain and pass on the views of the wider 
community on the role of All Saints in the village and the qualities that we might seek in a new priest.  We 
anticipate however that the present vacancy will continue at least until the end of the year.  This has 
inevitably put more pressure on the existing members of the PCC to keep the Church running during the 
vacancy and I am hugely grateful to all of them for all the additional duties that they have so willingly 
carried out. 
 
{Section- we are hoping that after a year’s gap someone will step forward as Churchwarden which will be 
a huge relief to us all as legally a Parish Church needs to have a churchwarden to report on the fabric and 
goods of the Church and for the Church to be able to operate.} 
 
One nettle we are going to have to grasp in the not too distant future is the present state of the organ 
which is showing its age and needs a complete refurbishment.  We have obtained an estimate of about 
£24,000 for this work but we would only be able to consider such on outlay if we can obtain grant 
assistance and possibly run a targeted appeal.  We do not now have a regular organist but can call on 
occasional organists for special services and weddings and funerals. 
 
We have continued with regular fund-raising events. Crispian Steele-Perkins and Ian Le Grice put on a very 
successful second concert this time in All Saints which raised over £1000 and we also raised over £568 
from our now annual Bacon Butties and mini-Bazaar.  A Take Art concert has been held in the Church and 
a Brue Boys concert in the Village Hall which have added to our funds which now stand at around £10,700 
having paid our full Parish Share of £6707 for the year.  This is slightly higher than this time last year. 
 
 
 
 

9. Kingsdon Community Shop by Isobel Thomson, KCS Chair 
 

 
In another difficult year with the ongoing pandemic restrictions, the Kingsdon Community Shop has 
continued to operate and serve our local community.  The shop is open 6 days a week 8am – 1pm and 
most bank holidays.  It is a valuable asset to our village and provides a great focal point to meet friends 
and neighbours.  The café is now fully operational and we would encourage you to use it to meet 
friends.  Let’s hope for a glorious summer so that we can have tables outside too. Thanks go to Jackie 
Ellis for the delicious cakes supplied for the café and to all our volunteers who keep the shop running for 
the benefit of the community. 
 
The big headline news this year is costs.  The shop has seen a significant increase in fuel bills and almost 
every delivery of products sees price rises.  In order to keep the fuel bills level, we have significantly 
reduced the shop heating, which has meant a few more sweaters required by volunteers but has 
eliminated the need to pass these costs through to our customers.  However, we have been unable to 
do the same for the product price rises and have unfortunately had to increase the prices of our staples 
like milk, eggs and bread, along with a variety of other items.  It should be noted that the shop operates 
on very low margins, well below the retail norm, and we have tried to reduce these further to limit the 
impact on our customers.  The significant increase in petrol costs makes shopping local very much more 
economical and every member of the community is encouraged to use the shop rather than their car. 
 
We are delighted that we have seen some of the new residents of Kingsdon join our merry band of 
volunteers – they are a very welcome addition and we are always keen to see others join the team.  
Anyone can come along for a taster session and if you decide it is not for you then no one will be 
offended.  Please contact Chris Taylor or me to have a chat about what it entails.  Thanks again go to 
Chris Taylor for managing the staffing rota, which has at times been a challenge.  The shop continues to 
ensure it is Covid Safe at all times with the installation of new hand sanitising stations at each door, 
counter screen and enhanced cleaning. 
 



A year on and the new computer system seems to have bedded in well with the volunteers becoming IT 
experts.  We have seen significant benefit from the system and a year of data allows us to review what is 
selling well and maintain a good stock level for our customers.  From an internal point of view, a huge 
benefit was seeing the reduction in time taken to do the annual stock take – and exercise which 
historically took a week and has now been reduced to a 4 hours. 
 
The shop continues to provide essentials, sourced locally wherever possible with fresh milk deliveries 
from Bruton Dairy on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays each week.  Fresh bread is delivered from the 
A303 Bakery on Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays and is available to order along with a few items 
available for sale on a first come basis. Butter and cheese are sourced from Barbers in Ditcheat and eggs 
from Catford Farm, to name just a few.  Thanks to all the volunteers, too many to name individually, 
who manage the stock levels, place and collect orders - without your support the shop could not 
operate. 
 
 
The Kingsdon Community Shop is a huge asset to our village.  Not only does it provide easy access to 
everyday essentials and some specialty items, it also adds value to our properties.  We have a number of 
very loyal customers who continue to support the shop, but would encourage everyone in the village to 
use the shop for a few essentials each week which will allow us to continue to operate into the future. 
 
10.Kingsdon Neighbourhood Watch by W. Elliott 
 
This is my first report for Neighbourhood Watch in Kingsdon, Martin Singleton used to carry this out. 
 
Unfortunately, I was only asked to do this report on 16th, not having kept a record of any crimes or 
incidents involving the Police over the last year, and with my memory I can only give a ‘nil points’ report. 
 
Neighbourhood Watch   -   What is it all about? 
 
A neighbourhood watch, also called a crime watch or neighbourhood crime watch, is an organized group 
of civilians devoted to crime and vandalism prevention within a neighbourhood. 
 
I like to think that we are all devoted to looking after one and another in Kingsdon when it comes to 
crime as we have witnessed recently. 
 
Over the previous years, my main task has been one of communications, as all on the internet are 
aware.  However, there is a bit more to it than what you are sent by me.   I receive a daily report from 
Avon & Somerset Police concerning items which they think may produce a result or be of interest to 
people in the area of Bristol, South Gloucestershire, Bath and North  East Somerset and us down here in 
Somerset.   After going through all the items sent, I decide what should be emailed out to all on my 
Kingsdon list or it is published in the Chronicle for those who don’t have internet. If it is of a less 
important matter, I post it on my Facebook page. 
 
So, what else do I get up to?   Life can be quite varied, this morning I received an email concerning a car 
that seemed to have been abandoned on Top Street close to the bus stop.  After taking a photo and 
speaking with a Top St. resident I sent out a message to all.   It wasn’t long before I found out the owner 
was on holiday in Kingsdon but was away with family for the day before she leaves in the morning.  As 
the bus service wasn’t using Top St at present, I left it at that after putting people’s minds at rest. 
 
Whilst dealing with the car I also had a message concerning a stench from a pile of ***** in a field close 
to the A372 at the bottom of Brincil Hill.  This had happened a few years ago to different complainant 
who had since left Kingsdon.  A quick email to him and I was able to tell the present complainant who to 
contact at Environmental Health.    
Having quick access to the information I was able to deal rather than pass on to KPC. 
 
 



On the same day I received a notification urging residents to be aware of courier fraud which I emailed 
out to all.  Typically, courier fraudsters target their victims by claiming to be a police officer or member 
of staff from a victim’s bank, and they often pressure people into making quick financial decisions to 
assist with fictious investigations. 
 
In 2021 alone, 3,625 people across the country were victims of courier fraud with loses totaling more 
than £15.2 million.   
 
This is another crime we can all help with by basically being nosey when we see a stranger at our 
neighbour’s door, especially our elderly neighbours. 
 
Whilst typing this, at 8pm 16th May, I received the daily Police news summary containing 8 items.   I have 
circulated 3 of them. (8.46pm). 
 
 
In emergency situations dial 999 or if non-urgent e.g. if you have information about a crime, phone the 
police on 101. (This has a connection charge, none of which goes to the police) You can also call 
anonymously to the independent charity CRIME STOPPERS on 0800 555  
111 
 
 
A parishioner reminded us that there is a Kingsdon Afternoon Club. This meets the last Wednesday of 
every month in the village hall at 3.00.pm, usually with a guest speaker 
 
 
This report was not read the meeting – but we have included the information for your information: 
Kingsdon Cricket Club by P.Waters 
 
This cricket season is shaping up very nicely.  

 
We have a few new faces on the committee and they have really helped push us forward as a club. We 
also have a few new recruits joining the team so it’s all looking very positive for us as a club. We always 
welcome anyone who has an interest in cricket, be it just watching and telling us what we’re doing 
wrong, to getting involved in a practical side of it, to playing so please do make contact if you’re 
interested. All age groups all genders.  
 
This year we have 12 games including 6 home games. We kick off our season with a home game on the 
29th May. As you’ve all hopefully seen, we plan to make it a family day for all to come down and enjoy.  
 
We also have plans for a few fundraisers over the season so please keep an eye out and join us if you 
can.  
 
We all look forward to seeing you on the 29th. 
 
 
 
 

http://3.00.pm/

