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Kingsdon’s New Defibrillator  

It is very pleasing to see we have a new defibrillator in place in 
the Kingsdon Inn car park.    
 
The procedure to access is to dial 999 and then follow the instruc-
tions from the ambulance service.   The following information 
below identifies the location of the defibrillator.  It may be re-
quired by the 999 operator.  
 

The location:       The Kingsdon Inn 
 

Post Code:          TA11 7LG  
 

What3Words:     sponsors.squeaking.counts.  
 
 

The below link  if put into your computer will take you to a video 
that will tell you how and when to use the new defibrillator.  If 
you right click the link and then select open, the video will be 
available.   
 

HeartSafe® Video        
 

We are also hoping to invite a representative from the company 
that provided the equipment, to talk to the village about its use 
and to answer any questions you may have.  Date yet to be ar-
ranged. 
 
The defibrillator was installed at no charge by Kings Electrical 
and Maintenance of Street who can be found through Checkatrade 
on 01935 315308, Kingsley Davis’s personal numbers 01458 
762346 and 07712 562147 or by email 
on kingselectricalandmaintenance@aol.com.   

The Kingsdon                                 

Platinum Jubilee Raffle 
 

Target  -  £1,000                                

for the Jubilee Fund 
 

  

 
 

1st April   
£430 

 

Raffle Prizes Wanted 

The Raffle organisors would welcome the 
donation of prizes for the raffle.  
  

On pages 8 & 9 you can see the sort of 
prizes we would very much appreciate or 
items suitable for a Picnic 
 

Prizes (labelled) along with Raffle Ticket 
stubs can be left at Kingsdon Shop or in 
the collection box in the porch at 4 Manor 
Close or call 07990 673935 for collection 
by Marilyn or me.   Thanks    Wally    

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.heartsafe.org.uk%2Fhow-an-aed-works&data=04%7C01%7C%7C1cdcabedbf6643d1638908da08e9179f%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637832094459791749%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLj
mailto:kingselectricalandmaintenance@aol.com


Sunday 3rd 9.30am 
11am 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

 

Kingsdon 
Somerton 

Brian Pearson 
Brian Pearson 

Sunday 10th 9.30am 
11am 

Holy Communion Charlton Mac 
Somerton 

John Greed 
Audrey Stanford / Jenny Gollop 

Good 
Friday 

15th 10am 
12noon 

2pm 

 Charlton 
Somerton 
Kingsdon 

Jenny Gollop 
Roger Calderwood / James Turner 

Anthea Reilly 

Easter-
Sunday 

17th 9.30am 
11am 
11am 

Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 

Charlton Mack 
Somerton 
Kingsdon 

John Greed 
Brian Pearson 

John Greed / Jenny Gollop 

Sunday 24th 
9.30am 
11am 

 Kingsdon 
Somerton 

Anthea Reilly 
 

Roger Calderwood 

All Saints’ Church, Kingsdon. 
 
   

Priest in Charge                         Vacant 
 

Church Warden:                       Vacant 
 

Parochial Church Council:       Secretary: Chris Taylor Tel 01935 841402  
                                                     Treasurer:  Tony Steele-Perkins  01935 840184                                                                          
 

Tower Captain:                          Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344 

Church Services in April 
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Play Equipment/Village Field 

The Parish Council has a sum of circa £8k available to 
be spent on further play equipment in the village field. 
This funding is termed Section 106 and was derived 
from the Kingsdon Manor redevelopment. The fund-
ing is held by South Somerset District Council, is 
tightly prescribed, and can only be used for new play 
equipment in the village field. Before anybody asks, 
the Parish Council have held extensive discussions & 
negotiations with SSDC exploring alternative uses but 
to no avail. If the funding is not used for this specific 
purpose it may well be absorbed into the coffers of the 
new Somerset Unitary Authority. 
 

The following link illustrates the type of adventure 
trail additional play equipment that could be obtained. 

aeevans.co.uk Several parishioners with young 
children have also requested that the Parish Council 
obtain some picnic tables picnic tables. A link for 

these is also attached. sustainable-
furniture.co.uk  (Put links into your Browser) 
 

If parents living in the village with young children 
have thoughts on the choice of new items to be pur-
chased, within the above budget sum,  please e-mail 
your response to the Parish Clerk Mrs Kate Hatt 
kingsdonclerk@gmail.com by 14th April 2022. 

EASTER REMEMBRANCE FLOWERS 

We shall once again be decorating the church 
this Easter in remembrance of loved ones. 

 

 

Should you wish to donate an Easter Lily or 
Flowers please provide your name, donation 

and the person(s) name for whom it is in        
remembrance of to Isobel Thomson,            

Park Farmhouse, Lower Road or leave in the      
Community Village Shop.                                       

All donations need to be received by              
10th April 2022.   

Margaret Hill would like to thank  Family and Friends 
for coming to the party and everyone that sent flowers 
and gifts, and sorry for those who could not come due 
to illness.                                                                          
Thanks to those that helped     

               

 Love   Margaret 



Kingsdon Village Hall 
(Registered Charity No. 304570) 

 

Trustees:  Marilyn Elliott ( Chair)  David Thomson  (Secretary)  Ian Dibben  (Treasurer)                                     
Guy Osborne, Tim Owen. 

 
 

For all information  (except bookings)  contact: - David Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. Kingsdon TA11 
7LL    Tel:01935 841453 
 
 

For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444     07990 673935                    
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 Village Hall Bookings for April 
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The 100 Club March Draw  
was made by in the shop by Tony S-P 

 1.    137   Alec Anderson 
2.    126   Frances Mackwood 
3.    59     Carol Fraser 

1st Fri   6pm –8pm Puppy Training 

2nd Sat     

3rd Sun     

4th Mon   7.30pm – 9.30pm Short Mat Bowls 

5th Tue 10am - 12 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm - 9.30pm Table Tennis 

6th Wed   7pm Yeovil Canine Soc. 

7th Thur   7.30pm Private Function (ID) 

8th Fri   6pm –8pm Puppy Training 

9th Sat     

10th Sun     

11th Mon 9am - 1pm Sally Page  Toenail cutting 7.30pm – 9.30pm Short Mat Bowls 

12th Tue 10am - 12 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm - 9.30pm Table Tennis 

13th Wed   7pm Yeovil Canine Soc. 

14th Thur   7.30pm K. Parish Council. Meeting 

15th Fri   6pm –8pm Puppy Training 

16th Sat     

17th Sun     

18th Mon   7.30pm – 9.30pm Short Mat Bowls 

19th Tue 10am - 12 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm - 9.30pm Table Tennis 

20th Wed 10am - 1pm Practical Study Group 7pm Yeovil Canine Soc 

21st Thur     

22nd Fri   6pm –8pm Puppy Training 

23rd Sat 8am - 3pm Private Function   

24th Sun 2pm - 4pm Short Mat Bowls   

25th Mon   7.30pm – 9.30pm Short Mat Bowls 

26th Tue 10am - 12 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm - 9.30pm Table Tennis 

27th Wed 3pm Kingsdon Afternoon Club 7pm Yeovil Canine Soc 

28th Thur     

29th Fri   6pm - 8pm Puppy Training 

30th Sat     



Isla’s Swim for Ukraine 

 

Hi everyone, 

I completed my swim this morning and managed 18 lengths 

in half an hour, which is further than I've ever swum before!  

Thank you all for supporting me. I've raised £380 in total so 

far, which I'm really proud of!  

We will close this page a week tomorrow and donate the 

final amount to the Disasters Emergency Committee.  

Thank you!  

From Isla  

PS Charlie also worked really hard and swam 10 lengths 

with a woggle! 

26/3/2022 

The Highway Code: update to rules on using mobile phones 

From today (25 March), rules in The Highway Code are coming into force to make any hand-held use of a mobile 
phone while driving illegal, except in limited circumstances. 
 
The changes were supported by 80% of respondents in a public consultation in 2021. 

This means you must not use a device in your hand for any reason, whether online or offline. The law applies to 

you if you’re: 

 supervising a learner driver 

 stopped at traffic lights 

 queuing in traffic 

 driving a car that turns the engine off when you stop moving 

 holding and using a device that’s offline or in flight mode 

There are exceptions, such as if you need to call 999 or 112 in an emergency or making a contactless payment in a 
vehicle that is not moving. 
You can find the full rules on using a phone, sat nav or another device when driving on GOV.UK 

The government’s award-winning THINK! team will launch an awareness campaign today to remind drivers not 

to use a hand-held phone at the wheel and the penalties of choosing to ignore this new law. 

Why staying up to date is important 

It's important that everyone – not just learner drivers – understand their responsibility for the safety of other road 
users.     Many of the rules in the code are legal requirements, and if you disobey these rules you’re committing a 
criminal offence. 
If you do not follow the other rules in the code, it can be used in evidence in court proceedings to establish liabil-

ity. 

How to stay up to date:    The full version of The Highway Code is available, free of charge, on GOV.UK.  
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Some of the  prizes for the Jubilee Raffle 
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Kingsdon Table Tennis Club 

The Table Tennis Club meet in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings between 7.30pm and 9.30pm.  
 
 If you are interested then please contact Nina Carlisle  Tel:  01935 8400933                                                              
or email  ninacarlisle@talktalk.net.  or just come along. 

Kingsdon Cricket Club 

 

Trustees :  Ben Carlisle, Mike Davies, Richard South   

Chairman  :  Phil Waters        Treasurer: : Simon Rumbles     Fixtures Sec. :  Ben Carlisle      

Team Selection :  Phil Waters    Ground Maintenance :  Ben Carlisle,  Mike Davies 

Team Captain & Secretary : TBA 

Kingsdon Afternoon Club 
 
 

The Afternoon  Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 3pm in the Village Hall.  New members (any 
age) are always welcome.   
 

For information contact Richards South  Tel: 840912     Email: fox_gloves@btinternet.com 

Kingsdon Boule & Croquet Club  
 
 

Members meet at the Cricket Ground every Thursday for two sessions between 1.30 and 5pm with a break for tea 
and cake’ The club welcomes new members. 
Taster sessions in boules or croquet are available too and can be arranged on other days/evenings to suit. 

 

For more information contact:- 
Nina Carlisle 01935 840933                                                     email ninacarlisle@talktalk.net 
Sally Smith 07729 301207;  Phyl Winsor 01935 840384  

The Kingsdon Jubilee Fund Trustees 
    

Chairman: Andy Fryer,     Secretary: Martin Gilmore,   Treasurer: Tim Taylor,                                                                                                               
Trustees:  Alec & Carol Anderson, Ian Dibben,   Mark Freeman,  & James Carver      

The Kingsdon Chronicle 
 

The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation.  Cheques pay-
able to ‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’   The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers If you wish me to 
publish an article,  please email your request with the details or send it in writing.  Requesting publication you are agreeing 
your article can be published on the Kingsdon website at:   http://www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/      Please  ensure I 
acknowledge receipt.  Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the 
views of The Kingsdon Chronicle production  team. The editor will assume that all material supplied is original, or from 
copyright free sources.  (It is the contributor’s responsibility to gain any necessary permissions and to provide acknowledg-
ments).”   Editor:  Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW  Tel 01935 841444,    Mobile 07990673935,                       
Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com    www.kingsdon.org/ kingsdon-chronicle/ 
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Kingsdon Knitting Club 

(Knitting for Good Causes) 

The Knitters meet on the second Saturday of the month at 10.30am to midday in the Community Shop.   

For information, or if you think you could help us, please contact us at:  

Babs  Tel: 841811   or   Linda  Tel: 01935 840132  or Email: linda@lindarumbles.co.uk 

mailto:ninacarlisle@talktalk.net


Good Friday Walk 
The Annual Good Friday walk in the woods is on again 
this year organised by Babs, Jenny, Alison and the La-
dies.  If you wish to participate, then meet up the lane 
at 10.30 am on Friday 15th April. If you are new to this 
event then just follow the crowd up the lane towards 
the woods. 
 

Stout walking shoes or wellies and good outdoor cloth-
ing are a prerequisite. You may bring your dog but it 
MUST be kept on a lead at all times.  Children MUST 
be accompanied by an adult throughout the walk, but 
need not be on a lead! 
 

Small dummy eggs have been made during the winter 
months. They will be hidden in the woods as usual for 
the children to find, and then exchanged for real ones on a one for one basis (only 2 per child). We hope this will 
stop some youngsters helping themselves before the day starts.  The dummy eggs (not very tasty!) will be easy to 
see. 
 

Donations of Eggs / Money / Hot-Cross Buns and raffle prises : We hope villagers will be kind and donate eggs 
and hot-cross buns as normal. Items may be left before the day at the Kingsdon Community Shop or with Babs 
(Tel: 841811) or on Good Friday at the Gamekeeper’s Hut at the start of the walk. Come along and enjoy a walk 
through the woods and a chatter with good company. All proceeds will be for Craft Therapy In Cancer. Thank you 
Babs  
 

Don’t forget to bring cash for donations and raffle tickets at a Pound a strip   (Cash Only)  (Mobile phones do not 
work in the woods) 
 

P.s. In the event of conditions deteriorating resulting in the walk having to be called off, a notice will be circulated 
by email and posted in the shop. 
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Kingsdon Knitting Club 
Our knitting  and crocheting of flowers continues for the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Celebrations.  We no longer 
need the small flowers, but please keep knitting the large and medium sizes. 
 

Our thanks to Joan who has completed a magnificent crown to take pride of place on the top of the arch over the 
church gates, it really is the most amazing work. 
 

We are now starting to sort and thread the knitted flowers on to wire ready to twist around the arch, they really 
look colourful, so if you have any completed flowers please let me have them, or alternatively drop them off at 
the village shop, Babs is there most Saturday mornings. 
 

We look forward to seeing you all  at our next meeting, Saturday, 9th April at 10.30a.m in the Village Shop. 
 

In the meantime....Keep Knitting....   Linda 

 

Craft Therapy in Cancer 
 

This year we will be collecting money for ‘Craft Therapy in Cancer’ at our Kingsdon Good Friday walk through 
the woods. 
 

Craft Therapy for Cancer began at Yeovil District Hospital in 2018 when Becca, a Chemotherapy nurse at the 
time, recognised a need for better support both mentally and socially for people undergoing cancer treat-
ment.  Becca went on to study Art Therapy and Craft Therapy in Cancer was born.  Using craft and creativity as a 
therapeutic tool helps people to engage in conversation with others experiencing the same problems as themselves 
and acts as an ice breaker.  Becca also visits people having chemotherapy treatment at home, and gives out gifts 
and craft kits. 
 

Craft Therapy for Cancer is based at The Maker’s Place, Spring Farm, Ash.  Their website 
is: www.themakersplace.co.uk and is open  for craft based groups and workshops on Tuesdays between 10-
2.30pm and on Fridays 1-3pm which is more of a repair shop, basic DIY, woodwork and gardening type groups. 
 
 

Until July 2022 this is part funded by Yeovil District Hospital’s League of friends.  Becca also raises money  to 
go towards room hire and craft expenses. The Kingsdon Knitting Club has knitted blankets for this cause in the 
past and some have been raffled to help raise funds.  The feedback received is that Craft Therapy in Cancer is a 
huge benefit to patients. 
 

If you are joining us on The Good Friday Walk, please give generously to help this very worthy cause. 
 

Thank you. 
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How to avoid blockages 
 
We deal with around 13,000 blockages on our network every year at a cost of £5million, with around 75 per cent 
of them involving disposable items. 
 

The blockages are usually caused by: 
 

 wet wipes including the ones labelled 'flushable'  
 sanitary items including towels and tampons 
 FOGs (fats, oils, and grease) and food leftovers 
 

Our sewers and your drains are only designed to carry the three Ps - paper, poo and pee.  
 

Most of the blockages we deal with can easily be avoided by making simple changes which will help to protect 
both your home and the environment from sewer flooding. 
 

In your bathroom 
 

Items such as wet wipes and sanitary products should be put in the bin - wipes don’t break down in the same way 
as toilet paper, and sanitary products and nappies can cause problems too if they are flushed. 
 

These products should not be put in the toilet - dispose of these items in the bin: 
 

 make-up, cleaning and baby wipes (even if they say ‘flushable’) 
 nappies 
 cotton buds 
 plasters and bandages 
 tampons and applicators (both plastic and cardboard applicators) 
 sanitary and incontinence pads 
 razor blades  
 

Single-use items are generally bad for the environment, so we recommend trying to use reusable alternatives, such 
as reusable make-up pads and washable cloths, where possible. 
 

 In your kitchen 
 
‘Fatbergs’ cause massive blockages in public sewers and can lead to raw sewage backing up into homes and 
streets. 
 

To prevent ‘fatbergs’ and to keep drains and sewers clear, scrape leftover food and wipe grease from plates and 
pans before washing. 
 

Sink strainers also help to catch any small bits of food that might otherwise get into your drain. 
 

These items should not be put down the sink - dispose of them in your food waste or rubbish bin: 
 

 cooking fat, oil and grease (wait for it to cool before disposing) 

 leftover food from plates and pans 

 coffee grounds 

 kitchen roll 

 
https://youtu.be/ymHjYt_AIRM  

 

https://www.wessexwater.co.uk/ help-and-advice/your-wastewater/blockages/free-waste-devices 

 
https://www.wessexwater.co.uk/help-an...  
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https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fyoutu.be%2FymHjYt_AIRM&data=04%7C01%7C%7C980ca869d56446784c6808da01f125fc%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637824432482337766%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2l
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Is offering  a simple Toenail Cutting Service 

at Kingsdon Village Hall on Monday April 11th 

9am to 1pm 
 

Please call to book an appointment on  

07730328062 or Email: sallypage236@gmail.com 
 

Toenail Cutting just £10 

 

No Nail or Foot Treatments 

This is just a simple Toenail Cutting Service 
 

Home Visits available by Appointment 

£15 

 

DBS checked and Insured for all your care needs 
Page 15 
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THE SMOKE ALARM 
By Peter Crowter 

 
 

Back in the days when people held each other for a dance, 
Instead of treading water like they’re in some sort of trance. 
We gathered in the Reading Room to dance the night away, 

I asked this blonde girl for a dance and she replied, ‘OK’ 
 

At our village dances there were prizes to be won, 
They were of little value but they added to the fun. 

This dance was called a ‘statue dance’ and we both knew the drill, 
It meant that when the music stopped you had to stand stock still. 

The girl and I got round the floor but somewhat lacking skill, 
We weren’t much good at dancing but were good at standing still. 

 
The prize we won would certainly be frowned upon today, 

But back then nearly all adults would gaily puff away 
We were the last pair standing and two cigarettes we won, 

We would have liked a pack of ten but two’s better than none. 
 

I had an urge while walking home to have a crafty smoke, 
But then I had no matches so I had to ask this bloke. 
He lit my fag I puffed away and had a cough or two, 

My sister said, ‘Don’t breathe on mum’ and gave me gum to chew. 
 

When we got home our mother said ‘Now off to bed it’s late’, 
‘OK mum’, I hopped upstairs I didn’t hesitate. 

Got in my room and shut the door, got out my other fag, 
I couldn’t wait to light it up and have another drag. 

 
I puffed away and heard my mother coming up the stair. 
Suddenly she stopped and then I heard her sniff the air. 
She shouted down to dad, ‘Joe, there is a man up here!’ 

Dad came bounding up the stairs, ‘How do you know my dear?’ 
‘He’s been smoking, can’t you smell?’ ‘My God, I think you’re right. 

He must be in our bedroom, now you stay out of sight.’ 
 

Dad crept into their bedroom and of course he drew a blank, 
And then he came into my room which obviously stank. 
And then the game was up for me and I had to confess, 
I was the guilty party didn’t take them long to guess. 
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In 1961 on leaving school I signed up in the 3rd Carabiniers (Prince of Wales’s Dragoon Guards) 
and served for 6 years in B Squudron.  Each year on about 13th April the Regiment held a cere-
monial parade to commemorate the Battle of NUNSHIGUM.  Even now,55 years since my last 

Nunshigum parade, I still remember taking part with great pride.    (Wally) 
 

The Battle of Nunshigum. 13th April 1944. 
 

The 3rd Carabiniers engaged the Japanese Army on the border of India. 
 

Japan entered the Second World War on the side of the Axis powers (hitherto Germany and Italy) shortly after its 
aircraft attacked the American fleet at Pearl Harbour, Hawaii, on 7th December 1941. 
 

The Japanese government nurtured significant expansionist plans which had grown with every military success, 
beginning with the Japanese invasion of China in 1937. Four years later, Hong Kong and Indo-China were cap-
tured by the Japanese and their greatest triumphs occurred on the Malay Peninsula and in Singapore where British, 
Australian and Indian Troops were forced into humiliating surrender early in 1942.  
 

The Japanese triumphed further by taking the Dutch East Indies and by capturing islands in the Western Pacific: 
these victories threatened the security of Australia. 
 

By late 1942, the Japanese had also overrun Burma (now Myanmar), entering that country through Siam (now 
Thailand) and then advancing north with the intention of invading India, then a Dominion within the British Em-
pire. Attempting to stop the Japanese advance through Burma were British and Indian troops: these fought a long 
retreat up the Irrawaddy River towards India while accompanied by tens of thousands of refugees who were trying 
to reach safety in India.  
 

In May 1943 the retreat finally ended and the 
shattered remains of that army began to prepare 
for return to Burma, this time on the offensive.  
 

There followed many months of stalemate which 
were used by Allied troops to build up their rein-
forcements around Imphal, the headquarters of 
4th Corps in north-east India and the area from 
which an offensive would begin. Airfields and 
hospitals were constructed and supply bases 
formed; in all, the Imphal HQ covered many 
square miles. 
 

In March 1944 the Japanese army, moving swift-
ly on foot through the jungle and across mountain 
ranges, crossed into north-east India. All land 
communications with the British and Indian troops of 4th Corps were cut and supplies for nearly 100,000 men 
could only be delivered by air. 
 

NUNSHIGUM is a dominant hill standing almost 4,000 feet above sea level and rising abruptly from the sur-
rounding rice fields; it lay six miles from 4th Corps Headquarters at Imphal. If captured by the Japanese, the hill 
would represent a threat of strategic importance. 
 

On 6th April 1944, the Japanese 51st Regiment attacked Nunshigum. The hill was fought over continually until 
finally, on 11th April, the Japanese were firmly established on the summit. Only scattered defences, largely 
manned by administrative troops, lay between it and 4th Corps HQ. 
 

The troops chosen to recapture Nunshigum were the infantry of the 1st Battalion The Dogra Regiment, among fin-
est infantry soldiers in the British Indian Army, and B Squadron of the 3rd Carabiniers, with their ‘Lee/Grant’ 
tanks. Supporting the attack was the artillery of the 5th Indian Division, with about 88 field guns, and the Royal 
Air Force, with two squadrons of dive bombers and one squadron of ‘Hurribombers’ (Hawker ‘Hurricanes’ 
adapted for a ground-attack role). 
 

The plan for the attack on Nunshigum involved dividing the infantry and the tanks into two groups; each group 
was to advance upon the summit by separate routes that ascended neighbouring spurs of the hill. Each group com-
prised one company of infantry (about 120 men) and a troop of four tanks. Two tank troops were held in reserve.  
 

The attack began in the morning of 13th April 1944. The Japanese occupied strongly defended bunkers on the twin 
peaks. These were shelled by artillery and strafed and bombed by aircraft as the ascent took place. False crests 
helped to screen the troops as they took an hour to climb 1000 feet onto the first peak before contact was made 
with the Japanese. The only feasible route for the tanks was along the crest of a razor-backed ridge: this forced 
them to move in single file. So steep-sided were the slopes that one tank slipped and rolled down 100 feet: it land-
ed upright and the crew survived.  Page 20 



As soon as the air strike and the artillery bombardment ceased, the Japanese troops appeared from their bunkers 
and vigorously attacked the British and Indian soldiers; the tank commanders tried to repel them with grenades, 
sub-machine guns and pistols. The hill was covered in scrub and afforded good cover for the enemy infantry, who 
were well entrenched. The speed of the advance was governed by the tanks’ speed which, on that treacherous 
ground, had to be no more than one mile an hour. As a result, the British and Indian troops could only close with 
the Japanese very slowly.  
 

The angle of ascent of the tanks was such that the drivers could not see their way ahead: as a result, the tanks’ 
commanders were continually exposed to enemy fire as they leaned out of their open turrets to give directions to 
their drivers using their tanks’ wireless. This led to the tanks’ commanders rapidly becoming casualties. 
 

The first officer to be killed was Lieutenant H.N Neale, who was shot through the head. Shortly afterwards, the 
Squadron Leader, Major E.A. Sandford, was similarly killed. At about the same time, the commander of the left 
infantry Company, Major Jones, was wounded. The tanks whose commanders had become casualties were with-
drawn in order to clear the way forward for Lieutenant C.T.V. Fitzherbert – who was by that time in command – to 
continue the attack with the remaining tanks. Within 15 minutes, both he and the commander of his leading tank, 
Squadron Quarter-Master Sergeant Branstone, were killed, as was Sergeant Doe; other crew members also became 
casualties. At the same time, the Dogras’ B Company commander, Major Alden, was wounded while directing the 
fire of a tank. In a short space of time, all the British officers in the attack had become casualties. 
 

As a result, Squadron Sergeant-Major William Craddock took command of B Squadron and, working with 
Subedar Ranbir Singh – the senior surviving Viceroy’s Commissioned Officer of the Dogras, revised the tactics 
and attacked the bunker positions in their flanks. Sergeant Sydney Hannam took his tank to a hill in the middle of 
the enemy bunkers while Craddock worked round to the right flank, both tanks actively engaging the Japanese 
bunkers. This enabled the Dogras to make a ferocious assault with the bayonet and take the position. Some Japa-
nese fled but 270 were left dead. By 2pm that day the peaks had been cleared and occupied by Allied troops. 
 

The Japanese did not attack again until the evening, by which time the whole Dogra battalion was awaiting them, 
entrenched behind barbed wire, and the Japanese were repelled for the last time, following which they evacuated 
the whole of Nunshigum, leaving it in Allied hands. 
 

For their gallantry at Nunshigum, Squadron Sergeant-Major William Craddock was awarded the Distinguished 
Conduct Medal and Subedar Ranbir Singh the Indian Order of Merit. Sgt Sydney Hannam and Trooper Frederick 
Smith both received the Military Medal, an award for bravery in the field. 
Following the action, a ceremony was held at the Dogra Regiment’s HQ in which Subadar-Major Kanshi Ram pre-
sented Sergeant-Major Craddock with a Japanese officer’s sword that had been captured at Nunshigum. That 
sword and Craddock’s medals were subsequently given by Craddock’s family to the Regiment and are now dis-
played in the Sergeants’ Mess.  
 

The Regimental history states ‘There is nothing in the distinguished and gallant history of the 3rd Carabiniers 
which quite equals this affair’. 
 

Nowadays, the Regiment holds an annual ceremonial parade to commemorate the Battle of NUNSHIGUM: this 
parade is unique among the cavalry regiments of the British Army. Its uniqueness is contained in the fact that, 
alone of all the Regiment’s squadrons, B Squadron forms up without its officers and is commanded throughout by 
the squadron sergeant-major. This is in commemoration of the exceptional conduct of Squadron Sergeant-Major 
William Craddock, the NCOs and the troopers who displayed such singular initiative and courage after the deaths 
of their officers. It is a moving event and one which is enshrined in the traditions of the Regiment.  
 

The final assault into Japanese-held Burma began in early November 1944. The 3rd Carabiniers formed part of the 
14th Army under General Sir William Slim and advanced south, receiving their supplies mainly by air. After sev-
eral bloody battles and engagements, Rangoon – the capital of Burma – was reached by the Regiment on 28th May 

1945. From there, a few weeks later, the Regiment was withdrawn and sailed to In-
dia to prepare for the invasion of Malaya. The Japanese government surrendered on 
2nd September 1945. 
 

The 3rd Carabiniers returned to England in 1947 and Squadron Sergeant-Major 
Craddock was appointed Regimental Sergeant-Major but died prematurely in 1949. 
His obituary mentioned his remarkable qualities, among which were that he was the 
finest type of Warrant Officer, combining intense loyalty to his Regiment with a 
high degree of competence. 
 

*The Distinguished Conduct Medal was the first medal to recognise an act of gal-
lantry in the field by a Non-Commissioned Officer or private soldier of the British 
Army. It was instituted in 1854 and replaced in 1993 by the Conspicuous Gallantry 
Cross, a decoration awarded to all ranks in all three British armed services. 
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Cllr. Brian Payne 
Vice-Chairman 

Email: KPCvice-chair@kingsdon.org 

Westgate, Top St. Kingsdon TA11 7JU 
 Tel: 01935 842058 

(Former school field Parish Council) link) 

paul.rowsell@southsomerset.gov.uk  
 charlie.hull@southsomerset.gov.uk  

KPC-chair@kingsdon.org 

keith.tridgell@kingsdon.org    Tel 07899790713 

Allotment & Church Link 

Email:    phillip_kpc_waters@yahoo.com  
 

Tel: 07815898065 
(Trees) 

mailto:paul.rowsell@southsomerset.gov.uk
mailto:charlie.hull@southsomerset.gov.uk


 
 
 
 
 

Draft Minutes of the Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting                                                                         
held on Thursday 10th February 2022, Kingsdon Village Hall, 7.30pm 

 

Parishioner comment time:  None 
 

District and County councillor time:    C.Hull – Sent a report in his absence - May I take this opportunity to state 
that I am 100% behind the Chair’s attempt to see sense prevail with respect to the mobility/transport needs of vul-
nerable residents Kingsdon, ref recent road closure. More than happy to do whatever I can to make sure the appro-
priate authorities resolve the situation as soon as possible. Nothing major to report from SSDC that affects 
Kingsdon directly. Phosphates issue still unresolved, although Full Council on Thursday will be considering a mo-
tion to try and enact some sort of credible way forward. Also, due to be discussed are further flood mitigation 
measures for the district, an issue gravely affecting us all. 
 

Present:    Mr David Beswick (Chairman), Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mr G. Osborne, Mrs S. Mackay, Mr 
I.Dibben (slightly late) , Mr P. Waters, Mr D Ruddle (County Councillor), Mrs Kate Hatt (Parish Clerk); Mr K. 
Tridgell (RFO) plus 15 parishioners. 
  

1. Apologies:     Mr A. Anderson (Parish Councillors), Mr T. Capozzoli and Mr C.Hull (District councillors). 
 

2. Declarations of Interest:   None other than those already declared. 
 

3. Head of Flying Operations – Yeovilton:   Last minute cancellation again. It may-be rescheduled. 
 

4. Minutes:  The minutes the monthly Parish Council meeting, held on the 10th February 2022, which had been 
previously circulated, were proposed by B.Paine and seconded by P.Waters, - unanimously approved and signed. 
 

5. Matters arising not covered by agenda items:   D.Beswick – there are no weight restrictions on the bridge at 
Lytes Cary. It has been raised with Highways. Highways have been invited to put a new sign up or take it down. 
 

6. Chairman’s Report   None. 
 

7. Correspondence   K.Tridgell – letter from gth, wishing to raise the rent of field and allotments, to £574 with 
effect from 25th March. This is paid in two stages. The allotment prices will raise slightly to help with the increase.  
Action - K.Tridgell will contact gth with acknowledgement. 
 

8.1 and 8.2 Finance- report and cheque signing                                                                                                                  
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KPC Current Account Opening balance as at 01.02.2022 £6,505.77 

40 Net Cheque /Standing Order Cleared Balance £3,611.00 

  

Payments/Transfer In - Bank Transfer of £1,692.80 from Ear-
marged resereve for balance of difibrilator (£1,000 grant from 
SSDC) £1,692.80 

  Transfer Out - £0.00 

  Closing Balance as at 28.02.2022 £4,587.57 

  Unpresented Cheques ..677 HMRC PAYE £26.00 £26.00 

  True Balance as at 28.02.2022 £4,561.57 

   

KPC General Reserve A/C Opening balance as at 01.02.2022 £5,000.38 

51 Net Cheque Balance £0.00 

  Interest - £0.00 

  Transfer In £0.00 

  Transfer Out - nil £0.00 

  Closing Balance as at 28.02.2022 £5,000.38 

   
KPC Earmarked Reserve 
A/C Opening balance as at 01.02.2022 £48,860.15 

43 Transfer In  - £0.00 

  Interest   - £0.00 

  
Transfer Out- To current account to cover part of difibrilator pay-
ment £1,692.80 

  Closing Balance as at 28.02.2022 £47,167.35 



K.Tridgell talked through the accounts.   These payments were proposed by B.Paine, seconded by S. MacKay, all 
in favour. 
 

9. Section 106 money and play equipment   B.Paine circulated some details of some extra play equipment we 
could purchase for the field. The South Somerset District Council are absolutely adamant we can only use the cir-
ca £8000 we have left of 106 money, on play equipment for the community field and nothing else. We can either 
spend it on more play equipment and some picnic benches, or we lose it completely. It cannot be used for mainte-
nance. We also tried to use the money for a new mower but this is also not allowed. We are close to the deadline 
to spend the money. The different amounts of 106 money we have, have been lumped into play equipment. The 
money will only cover small pieces of equipment. 
 

P.Waters – is there any of our existing play equipment that needs re-placement? 
G.Osborne - is concerned that if we have more equipment it will need more maintenance and therefore more   
money. 
 

A parishioner said that one of the swings looks like it is rotting through. 
 

Another parishioner asked if we could ask parents for ideas of what they would like in the field, some representa-
tion of what would work best for the children we have in the village? 
 

D.Ruddle – suggested metal sleeves to protect the bottom of the wooden play equipment posts. 
 

Action - B.Paine to email to gain the views of parents in the village. 
 

10. Speed monitoring in Kingsdon   G.Osborne reported that we have the data on speeding monitoring. The av-
erage speed was less than 15mph on Top Street. There was one spike of one vehicle going at 40mph. The average 
speed was a  little faster on Lower Road. The lower Road camera was also monitoring Lotment hill. In total the 
cameras recorded 600 cars one way and 400 another way. 
Therefore, out of 1000 vehicles we had only 1 vehicle speeding. 
There seems to be therefore no justification to put in signs or put in a 30mph speed limit, as people are doing less 
that this and there would be concern that people would then go this fast. 
We have already been told that Highways will not put in speed limits of 20mph. 
 

We will therefore not take this issue any further. 
S.Mackay - we need to make sure we are doing something to discourage any speeding at all.  
We will still be getting the 20 is plenty stickers for wheelie bins. 
 

Actions - K.Hatt to write to Phil Flowers to thanks for all his assistance with this.   G.Osborne to get some 
’20 plenty’ signs.  
 

11. Grass cutting    The field is only going to be cut by A.Anderson until March. 
We need a plan to cover this. 
Action – A.Anderson to look into this. 
 

12. Village Plan/Neighbourhood plan    I.Dibben - We for some time have put aside the village plan because of 
the phosphate issues. A neighbourhood plan carries more weight – should we start a project to look into a possible 
Neighbourhood plan? We may need to get experts in to help us. We also have a conservation area and village 
boundaries. It may put us in a better position to protect our village.  
We would need to be clear on the benefits, that it would carry some weight. 
D.Ruddle suggested that we would need to get a planning consultant to help us with this. It would have to be 
agreed by the unitary council. The village plan carries no weight at all. The neighbourhood plan will once the 
Somerset building plan in place.  
 

Action – K.Hatt to contact E.Owen (Queen Camel clerk) for a contact about a planning consultant to possi-
ble help us for advice. 
 

Clerk Services Payroll as from April 2021 until further notice and RFO Ser-
vices Payroll as from April 2021 until further notice 

    

Kate Hatt - Clerk services £104.00 Standing order 

K Tridgell - RFO Services £130.00 Standing order 

Purple Hire Solutions - Kingsdon Jubilee Festival Portaloo payment £430.20 OLT23022276 

Geoxphere Ltd - Parish online £60.00 OLT09032282 

Ian Dibben expenses - reimbusement of !"£-Reg website invoices £134.25 OLT09032283 

 
  

TOTAL ACTUAL EXPENDITURE - Up to 09/03/2022 £858.45  

Amount approval (less S.O. pre approved clerk & RFO) £624.45  
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13. Defibrillator    The new one is being installed next Tuesday, in the same spot it currently is. We are advised 
not to make the number widely known as the correct procedure is to dial 999 and quote the reference number for 
the box, who will then tell you where the machine is and what the number is. Anyone would have access to it once 
they dial 999. There will also be training on how to use it. It has to be installed by a certified electrical engineer.  

There was some concern from parishioners about the code not being given out. 

I.Dibben pointed out that we are not medically qualified to make this decision. This is the recommendation we 
have been given but we can ask the man coming to do the training to clarify and seek further advice. The village 
will be invited along for training and to ask any questions. We will get all this information and then decide. 

Insurance may not cover us for mis-use or for it being stolen if it is left unlocked. 

The old one is still functioning at the moment. We need to decide what to do with it, please have a think about this. 

14. Lodge Road closure    D.Beswick reported that this is an ongoing saga with very little progress being made at 
the moment.   Guy contacted Highways at Taunton and received a less than useful reply from the Traffic Manager 
who replied that the closure had been granted on operative and public safety grounds.  He provided a link to the 
South Somerset Area Office who are apparently responsible for the administration of the closure.  

I then tried to contact the area office with suggestions about how the traffic might be managed but the link provid-
ed was not a proper email address and the email was not delivered.  I then sent it on to the Taunton Traffic Manag-
er and asked him to forward it to the correct address. 

 I then talked to Mathew Burnell of JB Developments who are building the Manor School development and his 
basic response was that the significant disruption caused by the closure was not his responsibility.  It was high-
ways regulations that required the road to be closed because the speed limit on that stretch of Lodge Road was 60 
mph.  The fact that it was virtually impossible to achieve that speed on the road was apparently irrelevant. I did 
ask him to consider paying for a taxi for those few people who relied totally on the bus for doctors, dentists, chem-
ists, shopping and visits to relatives in the care home.  He was initial unwilling but eventually agreed to talk to his 
partner Ian Jeans.  I have yet to hear from him. He also stated that the fact that the buses chose not to come in to 
the village was down to the bus company and was not his problem.  

Having had no reply from the highways area office, I again contacted Taunton and suggested that if the speed limit 
was indeed the major restriction, they should consider putting in place a temporary speed limit as is frequently 
done on major arterial road and motorways.  I even suggested a 20 mph limit would be acceptable.  I have not yet 
had a reply.  

I have also attempted to contact First Bus and after several failed attempts, spoke to a someone who advised that 
routing was the responsibility of the local depot and if I sent an email, they would forward it to the right per-
son.  My suggestion was that the 77 service came into the village via Kingsdon Hill, reversed from Top Street into 
North Town where there could be a temporary bus stop and then left via Kingsdon Hill.  I heard nothing and so 
sent another email pointing out that the school bus service were doing just that.  I have not had a reply.  

That is how things stand at the moment and I am prepared to share contact details of the Taunton Traffic Manager 
to anyone who would wish to add their voice to the issue.  I also have the phone number for Mathew Burnell for 
those of you who have had difficulty accessing the temporary bus stop at the bottom of Lodge Road because the 
road has been completely closed with fencing, despite no work being done. 

B.Paine has had a meeting and discussed further the difficulty in accessing the temporary bus stop. There will be a 
space made wider to walk past the manor, so people have access to walk down Lodge Road, past the manor, to the 
temporary bus stop at the end of Lodge Road. He will also walk the route to check that this has been done. 

This of course does not help the people who cannot walk this far. It is also very dangerous to cross the B road to 
the new temporary bus stop. 

D.Ruddle said that first bus were consulted, but they did not reply, so therefore the council do a road closure, as 
they assume that the closure is acceptable. D.Ruddle will try to get a number for a contact at first bus and pass to 
D.Beswick to pursue further. 

9. Date of next meeting    Thursday 14th April 2022 

 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.39 pm 
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Draft MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PLANNING MEETING HELD ON 
Thursday 10th March 2022 IN THE VILLAGE HALL, straight after the monthly meeting. 

 

Present:  

Mr D.Beswick (Chairperson), Mr G. Osborne, and Mrs S Mackay, Mr P.Waters, Mr I.Dibben (Parish Councillors), 
Mr B.Paine (Vice-Chairman) and 12 parishioners. 

 

1.Apologies:  

  Mr A. Anderson, Mr G. Osborne (parish councillor) 

 

2. Declarations of Interest:  

 Mr G.Osborne, a neighbour, so he has left the meeting 

 

3. Previous minutes:   

 The minutes of the last planning meeting were read, approved and signed. This was proposed by B.Paine, second-
ed by P.Waters, all were in favour. 

4. Determination of Planning applications:    

 None 

5. Planning applications: 

APPLICATION NO. 22/00043/S73A APPLICANT Mr O Barnard 

PROPOSAL: S73A application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) of approval 20/01593/FUL (as amended by 
21/02353/S73), The erection of 2 No. detached single storey dwellings, to allow for change in design. 

LOCATION: Land Adjacent Keepers Cottage, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon, Somerton TA11 7LL 

The amendments are minor – D.Beswick explained the changes. The roof line changes between the previous appli-
cation and the new one is minimal. 

Parishioner had concerns about the amendments that keep happening. 

D.Beswick said that the changes were minimal. 

Parishioner concerned about the amount of natural hedge being taken out, so it is now having more obvious visual 
impact. 

D.Beswick said the it was brambles that were taken out, but he has replanted more bushes. 

P.Waters said that the owner has been happy to listen and potentially plant hedges, screening and so on. He is very 
conscientious and replanting where he can. 

The planning permission has already been granted. We are only commenting on the very minor changes. 

Therefore, there are no comments or objections from the council on these amendments. 

 

ACTION:  

K.Hatt to email the comments to the planning inspector 

 

Meeting closed at 9.30 pm. 
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South Somerset District Council  -  Current Planning Applications  

 

 
Application No.:       21/03851/FUL 

Applicant:                      Mr Christopher & Dr. Anita Murray 

Location:                       Land Lying East of  Langlands Farm, Frog Lane, Kingsdon, Somerton.  TA11 7LL 

                                          Land OS 0001 0009 0018 2129 8900 Pitts Lane Kingsdon   

Proposal:                      Erection of Two Whole Life Dwellings, Incorporating Full Disabled Access  

Status:                      Awaiting Decision 

 
 

Application No:              Ref. No: 21/02661/HOU  

Applicant:                       Mr & Mrs D. Hicks 

Proposal:                        Single storey rear extension to existing dwelling, and refurbishment of existing store to home           

                                        Office. 

Location:                        Keepers Cottage Pitts Lane Kingsdon Somerton TA11 7LL  

Application Status:        Awaiting Decision 
 

 

 

 

Application No.               Ref. No: 22/00043/S73A |  

Location:                         Land Adjacent Keepers Cottage Pitts Lane Kingsdon Somerton TA11 7LL 
Proposal                          S73A application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) of approval 20/01593/FUL (as amended              

                                        by 21/02353/S73), The erection of 2 No. detached single storey dwellings, to allow for change in  

                                        design. 

Application Status:        Awaiting Decision 

 

 

Application No.:       19/02888/OUT  

Application Validated:  Mon 21 Oct 2019  

Applicant:                      The Kingsdon Estate 

Location:                      Land West Of Henley Road And East Of Lower Road Kingsdon Somerton TA11 7LH  

Proposal:                      Outline application for the erection of 28 dwellings and village hall and access.  

Determination Deadline Mon 20 Jan 2020 

Agreed Expiry Date          Sun 31 Oct 2021 

Email from agent          Further to our recent email communication, on behalf of the applicant,  I am pleased              

                                        to agree  an extension of time for determination until 28th February 2022 

 

                                      Email from SSDC to  Andrew Preston of GTH  and reply re agreed further extension  

                                                                                                                    See page 2 

 

Status:                      Awaiting Decision 

 

 

Application No:                21/03363/FUL 

Validated:                          Wed 16 Mar 2022  

Location:                           Land OS 6344 Kingsdon Hill,  Kingsdon,  Somerton,  Somerset 

Proposal:                           Change of use from agricultural land to equestrian and erection of equestrian stables  
                                          (part retrospective)  
Status:                               Awaiting Decision 
 
 
Application No,             22/00919/TCA 

Location:                        1 Manor Barns Kingsdon Somerton Somerset TA11 7LG 

Proposal:                        Notification of intent to carry out tree surgery works to No. 1 tree within a Conservation Area. 

Status:                             Awaiting decision 
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The Kingsdon Estate 
C/o Greenslade Taylor Hunt  
 

Agreement for Extension of Time to determine a planning application (Phosphates)  
 

Dear Sir/Madam,  
 

Application No: 19/02888/OUT  
Proposal: Outline application for the erection of 28No. dwellings and the provision of a village hall with all mat-
ters reserved save for access  
Location: Land West Of Henley Road And East Of Lower Road Kingsdon Somerton TA11 7LH  
 

I am writing to you to seek your agreement to an Extension of Time for the above application, the determination 
of which is impacted by the ongoing phosphate constraint that affects the overall Somerset Levels and Moors 
Ramsar site, this extension of time is to enable mitigation solutions to be progressed. 
 

A number of applicants have sought to progress one off phosphate mitigation solutions including local land man-
agement proposals and alternative treatment solutions and where these solutions have been accompanied by suita-
ble detail and evidence we have endeavoured to progress those proposals through the Habitats Regulations Assess-
ment process. 
  

In relation to the delivery of land management based solutions we are currently reviewing a further draft publica-
tion prepared by Royal Haskoning that deals with Phosphate Mitigation Solutions and provides an assessment of 
mitigation solution options and looks to shortlist those solutions most likely to provide meaningful mitigation. We 
are intending to publish this report this Spring and hope it will provide further clarity and assistance to applicants, 
agents and consultants regarding the range of options to unlock sites. 
 

Turning to the role of the third party credit market which a number of applicants have signed up for, we are cur-
rently working through the legal framework regarding the role and responsibilities of the various parties (including 
the mitigation land owner, the co-ordinating and marketing body, applicants and developers and the local authori-
ty) to manage both the initial sale as well as the ongoing responsibilities for ensuring mitigation is delivered over 
the full term required. (Currently set as being at least 80 years) I know a number of applicants have advised us that 
they are seeking to acquire credits and where possible we have sought to progress applications through the scheme 
of delegation to confirm whether the scheme, once it is in possession of off�site credits can be progressed as a 
delegated or committee decision. 
 

Given the above we are seeking your agreement to a further Extension of Time until 30th June 2022 to determine 
your application. Where applications can be determined prior to that date we will endeavour to do so. Please can I 
ask that you provide confirmation of your agreement to the extension of time by replying to this email before 7 
March 2022  
 

You should also be aware that whilst an application before us may require phosphate mitigation this may not be 
the only planning issue relevant to its determination. For that reason, notwithstanding any agreed extension of 
time, there may be reasons why such an application can be determined prior to resolution of an agreed phosphate 
mitigation strategy and in this regard it will be entirely at the discretion of the case officer concerned as to whether 
or not to progress the application to final determination without prior agreement of phosphate mitigation.  
 

Please find below a link to the phosphate page of our website:  
 

Phosphate Update | South Somerset District Council 
 

Yours faithfully  
Development Management  
Service Delivery  
South Somerset District Council 
 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Dear Sirs,  
 
Thank you for your emailed letter of today's date and I confirm agreement on behalf of the applicant to an exten-
sion of time for the determination of this application until 30th June 2022.  
 
Yours faithfully,  
 
Andrew Preston  
C/o Greenslade Taylor Hunt  
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Osiligi Charity Projects  - Newsletter March 2022 
 

The photo (right) shows another pump repaired, at a com-
bined clinic, school and village pump. We have now repaired 
more than 1500 broken broken handpumps installed by other 
charities. 
 

Just after publishing the last newsletter, we found out that our 
school had performed really well in the national exams, com-
ing 2nd out of about 130 schools in the sub-county. Sixteen of 
our children went onto the highest performing Kenyan nation-
al and extra county secondary schools with the remaining go-
ing to county and district schools. The long term aim of this 
charity and school is to produce well educated children to 
help lift this area out of poverty. Our exam results show that 
the school is providing an excellent first step along this jour-
ney. 
 

All schools in Kenya had to close for almost a year due to 
disruptions from Covid. They are now all playing catch-up by 
reducing the end of term holidays. Twenty five new children, 
aged 4, joined our school in July and a further 25 will be join-
ing in April this year. We are still trying to find sponsors for 
the new intake. Perhaps you know someone who can help? 
More details here – http://www.osiligi.org/sponsor-a-child/ 
 

Although our catchment is within 5Km from the school, a 
daily 10km walk can be a challenge for a 4 year old. Some 
children club together to share a motorbike ride, the cost is 
around 14p each way per child. Apart from saving the legs of 
the younger children, it gives employment to local people. 
 

Following our highly successful exam results, 23 of our pu-
pils now go to high school. These schools are all boarding 
and can be several hours away from home. Studies start at 
04:00 and finish around 21:30, with breaks in-between. Life 
in the secondary schools can be tough. Often there is little to 
no water, food is of poor quality and in the letters from the 
students to their sponsors, the students often mention uncar-
ing teachers.  
 

At Osiligi Primary school, guidance  and counselling depart-
ment is led by teacher Catherine. Here, Catherine is meeting 
with the female parents of grades 4-8 to talk about FGM, ear-
ly pregnancy, HIV/AIDs and career advice. Most of our children’s parents are 
illiterate, having never received an education so these meetings are the best 
way to keep them involved. Our own girls’ dormitory is bursting at the seams. 
Two classes of girls stay in our school safe house while they prepare for their 
exams. They are now young teenagers, an age when many girls leave primary 
school for early marriage. Pregnancy in schoolgirls is a big problem in Kenya, 
even more so when schools were closed in lockdown. We now have 32 girls in 
a dormitory designed for 16 but they share beds without complaint. More girls 

means more shoes, 
hence this new shoe 
rack 
 

Considering that this is 
Kenya, there is not 
much wildlife close to 
the school so imagine 
the surprise to find a 
small herd of elephants walking past the school fence. It is 

thought that they were taking an old ancestral path. Elephants were common in the area in the 1980 but have since 
left the area. Unfortunately, when a 4 ton elephant meets a school wire fence, the elephant wins. There was much 
damage to repair. However, our school got off lightly. Elephants have learnt that there is water inside water-tanks 
or pipework. Some building close by had their tanks pulled down by the elephants to drink the water.  
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Many of the sponsors have contributed to a crisis 
fund. It’s the end of the school year and the start of 
the long holidays. This means that our children 
will not have any school lunches for 8 weeks. In 
previous years, many children have returned from 
the long holiday much thinner so we decided to use 
part of the crisis fund for food parcels for each 
sponsored child. 
 

We know that many readers will have seen the 
Osiligi Maasai Warriors in their past UK tours. 
The Warriors have been unable to visit the UK 
since 2019 due to Covid restrictions. The Covid 
situation, however, appears to be slowly improving 
in both Kenya and the UK, so we are hopeful that a 
tour may be possible in the August/September/
October period, this year (2022). More details will appear on the tour website – https://osiligiwarriors.co.uk/  
 

HOME    
A UK charity working across Kenya repairing broken hand pumps and working in the Maasai areas of Kenya, 
helping families out of poverty through education, health and local clean water and by assisting people to become 
more economically active.  Helping Kenya and Africa help itself is our main objective. 
We are a team of volunteers with no salaries or costs thus 100% of monies we receive go to the projects in Kenya. 
Nothing is used for any UK expenses. 
Osiligi – the Maasai word for ‘hope’ – is the Charity’s objective of providing hope to this community. 
 
Our Charity projects 
Our projects help people have better health, more skills or more productive time, so helping to reduce the cycle of 
poverty. These include: 
 
 Local clean water 
 Repairing broken hand pumps in Kenya 
 Education 
 Health 
 Sponsoring children through school 
 Providing an orphanage and girls’ safe house.  
 New technologies 
 (click on the links above for more information on the projects) 
 
Why was the charity started? 
The charity was originally started to help the Osiligi Maasai Warriors’ community in Southern Kenya but our pro-
jects are now across the whole of Kenya.  The Warriors tour the UK yearly performing their songs,  trib-
al ceremonies and educating people about their community. 
 
Projects for 2022 
Supporting the cost of an orphanage at the school for the many orphans and girls at risk. 
 
Repairing 200 – 300 of other charities’ broken water pumps. (Dec 2021,  1500 pumps repaired so far) 
 
Sponsoring children through primary education – 25 new sponsors required for May 2022.  
 
A  toilet for clinic and school visitors. 
 
If you would like to help with any of these projects, please see the relevant web page, email us or click the donate 
button. 
 
Here is the location of the Osiligi Obaya school:    
 

 GJJC+H98, Kiserian, Kenya  
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SPONSOR A CHILD IN KENYA 

Sponsor a  child in Kenya, Africa through primary education. We only support those children who would not go to school without 

your help.  

Thanks for the letter from Gabriel. It’s all so very humbling.” 

“My children (aged 16 and 13) really are learning so much about the Maasai culture through our association with 
the charity. It has encouraged them to seek out more information on Kenya and to really think about the issues of 
social inequality. In a way, you are helping to educate them and all the other families who sponsor children to at-
tend the school, which is really quite something.” 

Selecting children? 
In this Maasai area of Kenya, everyone is poor, so we 
have to be careful that we chose the very poor over the 
poor. Children are selected on a needs basis. Orphans or 
children from a single mother are automatically consid-
ered and next, children from parents where neither have a 
job. These children would not go to school without this 
sponsorship. All of the sponsored children attend 
the Osiligi Obaya school (the Primary School built by the 
Charity). Currently, 28 of our sponsors have continued to 
support their allocated child at secondary schools. 

Cost? 
It cost the charity around  £20 per child per month to sup-
port the school. This  covers: 

• the normal teachers’ salaries and other school running costs 

• books, computers, teaching materials 

• a  morning milky tea or porridge and a mid day school lunch for each child and school worker. 

• Free primary health care at the school clinic. 
You are welcome to support 1 child (£20) or more children. 

The child’s family pays all other expenses such as uniform, although the charity will cover these in cases of ex-
treme hardship. We also ask the child’s family to pay £2 per month to the school and 60p per month to the clinic as 
their contribution to the school’s running cost. Again, 
this is omitted in the case of extreme hardship. 

Contact 
We allocate 1 or more children to each supporter. The 
children make regular contact by writing or drawing pic-
tures. In Kenya, all school teaching is in English so the 
letters are in English from about age 8 and they give an 
interesting insight into the Maasai culture and lifestyle. 
The younger children keep in contact through drawing 
and school work. The  school has email, so the older 
children may use this for contact.  We take photos or 
videos each time we visit (every 4 months or so), meet 
the headteacher and inform sponsors on attendance and 
progress. 

How is the  money used? 
100% is used to support the children by paying the running costs of the school. As the charity only has volunteers, 
nothing is deducted for any UK expenses as we are a 100% charity. At school, the children receive a mid morning 
snack and lunch. For many of the poorer children, this is the only solid food they will receive during the day. Dur-
ing the school holidays and at weekends, many will only have milk from their family’s cattle. Some sponsors are 
eligible for gift aid and any surplus received from this is used for providing uniform for the poorest children and 
improving the school to provide a better education for all. 
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http://www.osiligi.org/wp2/education-poor/
http://osiligi.org/wp/new-school
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A chap at our local Shell garage told me that rising diesel 
prices don’t affect him because he only ever buys £20 
worth at a time and it’s always £20 ..  
 
A docker was pushing a wheelbarrow full of straw out the 
dock gates when he was stopped by the guard. He searched 
through the straw and found nothing so sent him on his 
way. The next day he was pushing the wheelbarrow full of 
straw out the gates again and again the guard stopped him 
and found nothing. The same thing happened every day for 
two weeks and eventually the guard said to the docker 
"look I know you're up to something but I can't work out 
what it is and it's driving me mad. I won't report you or stop 
you again if you just tell me what you're stealing". 
The docker said "wheelbarrows" 
 
I went back home last week and happened to see one of my 
old teachers, Mrs. Turtle. 
She was a bit odd, but tortoise well.  
 
The mother-in-law stopped by her daughter's house after 
shopping to find her son-in-law boiling angry and hurriedly 
packing his suitcase. 
"What happened?" she asked anxiously. 
"What happened? I'll tell you what happened. I sent an 
email to my wife --- your daughter --- telling her I was 
coming home a day early from my fishing trip. I got 
home... and guess what I found? Your daughter in bed with 
a naked guy! This is unforgivable, the end of our marriage. 
I'm done. I'm leaving forever!" 
"Calm down, calm down!" said his mother-in-law. "There's 
something very odd about that. She would never do such a 
thing. There must be a simple explanation. I'll go speak to 
her and find out what happened." 
A few minutes later, the mother-in-law came back with a 
big smile and said, "I told you there must be a simple ex-
planation --- she didn't get your email.  
 
If anybody wants a copy of Osteopath Weekly, I have some 
back issues. ! 
 
First off I am ok. Understandably, a little shaken this morn-
ing. I was robbed at the petrol station by our house. After 
my hands stopped trembling, I managed to call the police. 
The whole thing was caught on camera. The officers were 
quick to respond and calmed me down, explaining that this 
is happening all over the city. My money is all gone, all of 
it, but I am alive, that’s all that matters. The police asked if 
I knew who did it. I said yes. ……..It was pump number 4. 
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Two Oxford university professors are sunbathing naked by 
the river. Suddenly they hear a noise and looking up see two 
punts full of their students coming toward them. They both 
jump up and one immediately covers up his genitalia with a 
towel. The other professor puts his towel over his head. After 
the students pass by shouting and whistling the professor 
asked why his colleague had just covered his head. “Well I 
don’t know about you” he replied “but most people recognise 
me by my face!”  
 
I have a new girl friend. She works at a factory making 
wheelie bins. 
Not sure what day to take her out.  
 
My mate was telling me he failed his exam in Aboriginal 
music.... 
I said   “Didja Redo It” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
As the bus pulled up at the bus stop Melissa went to get on 
but became aware that her skirt was too tight to allow her to 
raise her leg to the height of the first step of the bus: 
Slightly embarrassed and with a quick smile to the bus driv-
er, she reached behind herself to unzip her skirt a little, think-
ing that this would give her enough slack to raise her leg. She 
tried to take the step, only to discover that she still couldn't. 
So, a little more embarrassed, she once again reached behind 
her to unzip her skirt a little more, and for the third  time at-
tempted the step. 
Once again, much to her dismay, she could not raise her leg. 
With a little smile to the driver, she again for the third time 
reached behind to unzip a little more and again was unable to 
manage the step. 
At this point, a large bricklayer who was standing behind her 
picked her up easily by the waist and placed her gently on the 
step of the bus. 
She went ballistic and turned to the would-be Samaritan and 
yelled. "How dare you touch my body! I don't even know 
who you are!" 
The brickie smiled and said. "Well my dear, normally I 
would agree with you, but after you unzipped my fly three 
times, you gave me reason to think we were friends!" 
 
Jet2 advert offering me 22kg of free luggage. Was wanting to 
bring my own but saves me packing   
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Wincanton Showroom Phone:                                         

01963824700  /  07771 927354 

Business Hours:  Mon, Wed, Fri & Sat 
10am - 4pm 

(Out of hours appointments available) 
                                                                                 

Unit 4,                                                        
Lawrence Hill Business Centre 

Saxon Way, Wincanton, Somerset,         
BA9 9RT 

Published with permission of the author. 
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Black rubbish wheelie bin 
Thursday 14th 

Garden Waste 
Green wheelie bin collections 

Thursdays 14th & 28th  

 Thursdays - 7th, 14th, Friday 22nd Thurs 28th   

Black Box, Green Box, Blue Bag, Food Waste,                         

Carrier Bag for small batteries & electricals 
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All change I: later summer hours at your recycle sites 

April marks the switch from winter to summer hours for Somerset recycling sites. Sites are open the same days as 
in winter, including all 16 open every Saturday and Sunday 9am-4pm year-round. But instead of winter's 9am-5pm 
on weekdays, summer hours - when a site is open - are 9am-6pm from Friday 1 April. Sites switch back their to 
winter timetable from Saturday 1 October 2022. All site details here: somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling/centres  
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LOGS FOR 

SALE 
Well Seasoned         

Hardwood Logs  

for Sale    
 

Free Delivery in Kingsdon 
 

Contact:  Austin            

Tel  07879690941 

Runner Duck  

Pet & Poultry Supplies Ltd  

 

Unit 16 Cary Court,        

Somerton Business Park, 

Bancombe Road,  

Somerton, Somerset,       

UK     TA11 6SB 

Tel:  01458 898020 

 

 

Whether your pet be big or small,                     
we will do our best  to cater for all.. 

Garden Compost 
  

Organic Compost                                       
Delivered to Kingsdon  

  
3 x 40 litre bags only £10 

  
 Phone Paul Attwell on 07523 739789 
for details and order your compost 

Simon Whatley                                     

Plumbing & Heating 

Glebelands, Bineham Lane, Yeovilton, 

Yeovil,  Somerset.  BA22 8EZ                           

Tel:  07794 784108 

https://www.facebook.com/Runner-Duck-Pet-Poultry-Supplies-Ltd-281132588706395/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARCjONSVouEEIJR2_ZxGiX6P_PZOTfY6QF469THKEhz3RszwD2xSZjiA4RbEkKgYSDJmWeUCL2iYZnIn&hc_ref=ARTBwe50N35oiJMLLCAix3wRy6IDSC_uZaFQFJNaIs7LjcObdI2kUWJ5l6OdcJoGGL4&ref=nf_t
https://www.facebook.com/Runner-Duck-Pet-Poultry-Supplies-Ltd-281132588706395/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARCjONSVouEEIJR2_ZxGiX6P_PZOTfY6QF469THKEhz3RszwD2xSZjiA4RbEkKgYSDJmWeUCL2iYZnIn&hc_ref=ARTBwe50N35oiJMLLCAix3wRy6IDSC_uZaFQFJNaIs7LjcObdI2kUWJ5l6OdcJoGGL4&ref=nf_t
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