
 

 
 
 
                                                               

 Draft MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 

Thursday 9th December 2021, Kingsdon Village hall, 7.30pm 
 

 

Parishioner comment time: 
A parishioner asked when will the dog bin be replaced on underwood Road?  
A request is in with district council and will be done in due course according to their waiting list. 
 
District and County councillor time: 
Phosphates is still holding up planning, except in the case of extensions and so on. Other places e.g. 
Wincanton are not having any issues because they already have a protection in place. 
Wessex water are not planning to upgrade until 2024. The district and county councillors are 
wanting the government to intervene and address the issue because it is having wider implications 
to workers in the building trade etc. 
Some large developments can get permission if they can prove they put something in place such as a 
reed bed to deal with the phosphates.  
 
There is a potential plan to have - LCNs – local community networks – run by unitary authority 
councillors, which will see many sectors of the community such as the police, coming together to 
address issues. 
 
In May 2022 there will be town and parish and council elections, in line with unitary authority 
councillors. District councillors will cease in 2023. Anyone who stands for parish elections with then 
stand for 5 years to bring it back in line. 
 
Present:  
Mr David Beswick (Chairman), Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mr G. Osborne, Mr I.Dibben, Mr P. 
Waters, Mrs S. Mackay, Mr A. Anderson (Parish Councillors); Mr T. Capozzoli (District councillor), Mr 
D Ruddle (County Councillor); Mrs Kate Hatt (Parish Clerk); Mr K. Tridgell (RFO) plus 12 parishioners. 
  
1. Apologies:    
 Mr C. Hull (district councillor) 
 
2. Declarations of Interest:  
None other than those already declared 
 
3. Minutes:  
The minutes the monthly Parish Council meeting, held on the 11th November 2021, which had been 
previously circulated, were proposed by B.Paine and seconded by A.Anderson, and unanimously 
approved and signed. 
 
 

 



4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items 
Speeding – An engineer from Highways has carried out a survey of the village and we will be 
installing speed monitoring devices after Christmas.  Once we have the data they will come up with a 
recommended way ahead and are prepared to come to the village to talk at a future council 

meeting. We are also in the process looking to source ’20 is plenty’ sticker. 
 
Defibrillator – D.Beswick has had a long discussion with the makers of our defibrillator cabinet and 
whilst they could provide replacement cover stickers at £95, the defibrillator that we have is quite 
old and no longer in production.  Originally American, it was sold to an Indian company and then on 
to a Japanese company who provide replacement parts.  The batteries are very expensive as was 
found out last year.  They would recommend replacing the whole package with a UK made 
defibrillator which not only provides instructions on how to operate the kit but also gives specific 
advice on how to carry out CPR if the heart has stopped completely.  This machine comes with a 
lockable cabinet that is recommended for all public use defibrillators but the lock can be disabled 
very quickly and simply if required.  He is waiting for the full specification but in the meantime a 
replacement cost would be £2144.  Heartsafe, the company involved, would also be happy to come 
to the village to provide a training session on the kit. Remember the first thing is always to dial 999. 
 
The district councillor can get us a grant for £1000 towards it. Contact Tim Cook. 
P.Waters has used one recently and has said they are very easy to use. 
I.Dibben says there will be some first aid training happening at the festival. 
 
D.Beswick proposed that we purchase this new defibrillator, B.Paine seconded, all in favour. 
 
Playground equipment - B.Paine has been in touch with a company recommended by D.Ruddle, who 
is also Somerset based, to fix the parts on the play equipment. There is someone visiting shortly to 
meet B.Paine and A.Anderson, to look at exactly what needs doing and provide us with a quotation. 
 
5. Chairman’s Report 
The elections are happening next year in May 2022 instead of May 2023. If you wish to play a 
positive role in the village, consider coming forward and becoming a councillor, it is likely that a 
number of councillors will step down so there will likely be roles to be filled. 
 
Head of flying operations from Yeovilton and the Community Relations Officer had to cancel 
attending the meeting tonight, but are going to attend on the 13th January 2022. 
 
6. Correspondence 
None other than already mentioned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



7.1 and 7.2 Finance- report and cheque signing. 
 

KPC Current Account  Opening balance as at 01.11.2021 £11,833.70 

40 Net Cheque /Standing Order Cleared Balance £2,919.11 

  Payments/Transfer In -  £0.00 

  Transfer Out -  £0.00 

  Closing Balance as at 30.11.2021 £8,914.59 

  Unpresented Cheques as at 30.11.21 - HMRC PAYE Chq673 £26.00 £26.00 

  True Balance as at 30.11.2021 £8,888.59 
   

KPC General Reserve A/C Opening balance as at 01.11.2021 £5,000.26 

51 Net Cheque Balance £0.00 

  Interest -  £0.00 

  Transfer In £0.00 

  Transfer Out - nil £0.00 

  Closing Balance as at 30.11.2021 £5,000.26 

   
KPC Earmarked Reserve 
A/C Opening balance as at 01.11.2021 £48,858.97 

43 Transfer In -  £0.00 

  Interest   -  £0.00 

  Transfer Out £0.00 

  Closing Balance as at 30.11.2021 £48,858.97 

 

Clerk Services Payroll as from April 2021 until further notice and RFO 
Services Payroll as from April 2021 until further notice 

    

Kate Hatt - Clerk services £104.00 
Standing order 

K Tridgell - RFO Services £130.00 
Standing order 

GB Sport & Leisure Ltd - Site survey of play equipment prior to 
quotation 

£210.00 
OLT30112157 

    
  

    
  

      

  

    

  

    

   

   

TOTAL ACTAUL EXPENDITURE - Up to 07/12/2021 £444.00  

Amount approval (less S.O. pre-approved clerk & RFO) £210.00  



K.Tridgell talked through the accounts. 
 
The above payments were proposed by, B.Paine, seconded by I.Dibben, all in favour. 
 
7.3 Budget 
K.Tridgell talked through the payment requests from councillors on the future budget.  
G.Osborne said there is flexibility for the £4000 put forward to highways. 
D.Beswick pointed out that the budget that has been put forward does not have to be the precept. 
Are there any big expenditures due before the end of the financial year?  
There will be the field loan, play equipment repairs, trees.  
The asset reserve can be used for play equipment as this is an earmarked reserve. 
D.Beswick is therefore keen to keep a cost neutral precept, he is aware that all the other 
organisations are likely to increase their taxes, so is keen that we do not add to this. We can go for a 
budget of 26,000, but keep our precept minimal. 
G.Osborne pointed out that the village field walls will also need to be repaired, which will be costly. 
If the district council take into account the new houses in the village, this will keep our costs down. 
A precept of £21000 was suggested, giving just a £1000 increase on last year. The budget will remain 
at around £26,000 with the view to use asset reserve account money to cover any shortfall. 
 
It was proposed by D.Beswick that the precept will be £21,000, seconded by B.Paine, all in favour. 
 
8. Village Signs 
B.Paine feels it would be helpful to have the Kingsdon signs to be at the start of Lodge road and the 
top of Kingsdon Hill to help visitors and be a welcome to our village. 
The posts are already there.  
I.Dibben explained that they had been placed there because it was an entrance to the main part of 
the village. 
P.Waters said we could think about designing our own and slim lining them, to advertise the village, 
as they are currently a bit bent. 
This will need to be discussed with Highways first – action by G.Osborne to contact Highways to 
discuss our options. 
The weight restriction sign is also unreadable, can this be brought up with Highways as well? 
 
9. Handyman 
B.Paine explained that regarding the play equipment there will be items that won’t be covered by 
the company to fix e.g. rusty fireman’s pole, bench seat, rubbish bin, – these have all been 
mentioned in our inspection, but won’t be done by the Somerton company. We have a growing list 
of jobs that need to be given time, including things such as the removal of the old school signs, and 
he is wishing to enlist a paid handyman as a sub-contractor, as how much longer can we rely on 
volunteers to do the growing list of jobs? It would need to be advertised, around the village in the 
first instance, then wider afield if no interest. It can be a range of people, not just one. We don’t 
need to completely replace volunteers, they still have a much-valued place. 
Volunteers are covered by the parish council insurance if you are doing work for the parish council. 
 
Action – B.Paine to draft an advert including examples of the possible jobs. 
 
 
10. Date of next meeting 
Monthly meeting – 13th January 2022 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.22 pm 


