
 

 
 
 
                                                               

  Draft MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
Thursday 11th November 2021, Kingsdon Village hall, 7.30pm 

 

 
Parishioner comment time: 
D.Beswick recapped rules: 
This first part is for parishioners who wish to raise an item for the council to consider, although if it 
relates to an agenda item, you might prefer to do so at the beginning of that item.  It is then fresh in 
the minds of the council. 

In view of Nigel Winstone’s calling notice in the Chronicle urging all villagers to attend this meeting 
to discuss his agenda item on speeding, I need to make a number of things clear at the start: 

This is a Parish Council meeting to which the public are invited.  It is not an open discussion meeting, 
nor is it any sort of protest meeting opportunity.  If a parishioner wishes to raise a subject, they may 
do so in accordance with the following rules which are published in our standing orders and have 
been addressed earlier this year at a previous meeting  

Any parishioner may have 3 minutes to make his point to the chairman 

The subject should be one that relates to the business of the council, be a matter for which the 
council has responsibility or be related to the well-being of the parish. 

It must not repeat part of a previous speakers points  

These rules are common practice in all local government councils and are designed to allow the 
council to conduct its business whilst accepting pertinent inputs from the parish. 

There were no comments at this stage. 
 
District and County councillor time: 
None present. 
 
Present:  
Mr David Beswick (Chairman), Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mr G. Osborne, Mr A. Anderson (Parish 
Councillors); Mrs Kate Hatt (Parish Clerk); Mr K. Tridgell (RFO) plus 20 parishioners. 
  
1. Apologies:    
Mr I Dibben, Mrs S. Mackay and Mr P. Waters (parish councillor); Mr T. Capozzoli and Mr C. Hull 
(District councillor), Mr D Ruddle (County Councillor) 
 
2. Declarations of Interest:  
None other than those already declared 
 



3. Minutes:  
The minutes the monthly Parish Council meeting, held on the 14th October 2021, which had been 
previously circulated, were proposed by G.Osborne and seconded by B.Paine, and unanimously 
approved and signed. 
 
 
4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items 
B.Paine has been in touch with the same company that Somerton use to discuss making repairs to 
our play equipment. He is waiting to hear back about a date to arrange a site meeting and quotation.  
Shop mobility – decision on giving a grant: it was decided not to contribute this time as it appears 
that parishioners in our village do not use the service. 
 
5. Chairman’s Report 
D,Beswick reported: 
Regarding the Kingsdon Estate planning application potentially lapsing at the end of October.  The 
application has been granted a further extension to February 2022 to try to resolve the issues 
regarding phosphate contamination. Regarding the move to a unitary authority and the timing of the 
elections for that body and also for Parish Councils in Somerset - A Structural Change Order has been 
drafted by the Department for Leveling Up, Housing and Communities (Previously the Dept for Local 
Government) to enable the transition to take place and one of the questions posed is when to hold 
the elections, including those for Parish Councils in Somerset. Inputs from the County and District 
Councils on the date of elections were due in yesterday.  
 
6. Correspondence 
A parishioner contacted us to say that some documents on the website were not up to date – 
I.Dibben, K.Tridgell and T.Taylor are currently in the process of updating this area of the website. 
 
7.1 and 7.2 Finance- report and cheque signing. 
 

KPC Current 
Account  Opening balance as at 01.10.2021 £14,572.45 
40 Net Cheque /Standing Order Cleared Balance £1,128.75 

  
Payments/Transfer In - SALC Parish Fund(See 
Unpresented cheques below) £1,890.00 

  
Transfer Out - £3,500 to Earmarked reserve account 
18/10/21 £3,500.00 

  Closing Balance as at 31.10.2021 £11,833.70 

  

Unpresented Cheques as at 31.10.21 - SALC Parish 
Fund £1,890 (Chq 670 £1130,671 £460,672 
£300)/HMRC PAYE Chq669 £26.00/Cary Traders Chq 
668 £702 £2,618.00 

  True Balance as at 31.10.2021 £9,215.70 
   

KPC General 
Reserve A/C Opening balance as at 01.10.2021 £5,000.26 
51 Net Cheque Balance £0.00 
  Interest -  £0.00 
  Transfer In £0.00 
  Transfer Out - nil £0.00 
  Closing Balance as at 31.10.2021 £5,000.26 

   



KPC Earmarked 
Reserve A/C Opening balance as at 01.10.2021 £45,358.97 

43 
Transfer In - From Current account Asset Reserves 
£3500 £3,500.00 

  Interest   -  £0.00 
  Transfer Out £0.00 
  Closing Balance as at 31.10.2021 £48,858.97 

 

Clerk Services Payroll as from April 2021 until further notice and RFO 
Services Payroll as from April 2021 until further notice     

Kate Hatt - Clerk services £104.00 
Standing order 

K Tridgell - RFO Services £130.00 
Standing order 

RFO Expenses April-Oct 2021 £67.11 
OLT10112153 

    
  

    
  

      
  

    
  

    
   
   

TOTAL ACTAUL EXPENDITURE - Up to 11/11/2021 £301.11  
Amount approval (less S.O. pre-approved clerk & RFO) £67.11  

   
 
 
 
K.Tridgell talked through the accounts. 
 
Somerset association of local council asked if we had any organisations in the village that would 
need some reimbursement regarding covid issues in the past and future, this was a limited grant, 
that the Parish Council could access on their behalf. We were successful with our grant application 
and have been given money for several organisations in the village. 
 
G.Osborne – have the jubilee committee reimbursed us for the marque?  
Not yet, but it is happening in the future. 
 
K.Tridgell has been working on the first draft of the budget, it will be circulated in due course to 
councillors. 
 
If we exceed our top limit we may need to have a deeper audit. 



 
B.Paine proposed that the above payments were approved, second by A. Anderson, all in favour. 
 
 
 
8. Speeding 
A parishioner raised concerns about there being no speed limit in the village. Other surrounding 
villages have speed restrictions and community speed watch. From his experience he doesn’t 
understand why a village doesn’t have a 30 or 20 mph speed limit and is urging the council to help 
make the village safe. There are more vehicles around on the roads now, he is looking for a speed 
limit of 20 mph throughout the village. 
 
Another parishioner questioned whether we have spent all of the precept or have we put it aside as 
earmarked reserves are supposed to be for specific items – can we be told what these items are for? 
D.Beswick responded that they are earmarked and the list will be emailed to the parishioner 
concerned. 
K.Tridgell explained that £3500 has been put in the asset reserve account each year. The rest has 
been in a saving account and current account to be spent as needed. There has been a lack of 
activity over the last 18 months due to covid, which accounts for some of the money left. 
The advice from Salc has been for us to put money into an asset reserve account. 
 
A parishioner explained that the speed coming down Kingsdon hill is often fast, and people unknown 
to the village are often unaware of the sharp corner at the bottom of the village. A speed limit would 
be appropriate to be on the whole of the loop road. 
 
D.Beswick is envisaging at the moment that the current de-restriction could possibly be replaced by 
speed limit signs. 
Although, the highway code does state that drivers should drive appropriately for the area, so 
someone driving excessively in the village would still be prosecuted with or without a speed limit. 
 
A parishioner explained that Top Street now have several new families, tractors etc are also going 
over the appropriate speed. The holiday lets also have children unaware of how busy that road can 
be. Children are often at the bus stop as well. 
There are already school signs which are redundant which could be replaced with signs should 
excessive signage be a cause for concern. 
There are also blind entrances on top street. 
 
A parishioner said that they would not like to see a great increase in the number of signs. But feels 
that an appropriate number of signs would be beneficial. 
He felt that the sign that flashes with your speed are very effective. 
 
D.Beswick explained that councillors have taken away the information from the last meeting and 
have been looking an options and costings. 
There could be other alternatives to reduce the speed. 
 
A parishioner asked whether a white line down the middle of the road on the sharp bend would be 
possible. 
 
D.Beswick explained that this does depend on the width of the road, which this road is too narrow to 
do this on.  
 



A parishioner asked why a speed limit has not been considered previously? 
It has been considered in the past and has previously not been successful with highways because our 
village is not on a main route and the results of a speeding survey showed that the majority of 
vehicles were not speeding. 
 
A parishioner said that the delivery vans seem to be speeding. 
There are a lot of people coming through the village such as delivery drivers, tractors, industrial 
vehicles, contractors. 
 
D.Beswick encouraged people to ring the numbers and report anyone seen. 
 
A parishioner wondered if we have a speed limit of 20/30 – is this even slow enough?  
 
G.Osborne explained that he has been in touch with highways. He has been led to believe that we 
can get a 30. His concern is that if we put a 30mph sign up that this is what people will do, which is 
too fast for our village. 
Other options are flashing lights, signs saying things such as 20 is plenty. 
 
D.Beswick explained that speed signs around the village will cost around £4000. The speed indicators 
are another £4000. This would put an increase of £25 a year per household on the precept. 
We can get speed indicators that are solar powered and can be moved. D.Beswick saw one recently 
that also recorded the registration number as well. He has contacted Cornwall Council authority 
about cost.  
 
A parishioner said that 20 is plenty stickers are an option to be put on bins – a constant message.  
The Council will look into this. 
 
A parishioner said that there must be research conducted into the best ways of influencing people to 
reduce their speed, is there a trial we can sign up to which may help save money.  
G.Osborne can look further into this. 
 
D.Beswick – is it speed or driving dangerously? Several years ago, speed was looked at and cars were 
not found to be speeding. So, highways concluded that we did not need a speed limit in our village. 
He is thinking we should do another gathering of data to help us decide if speed is the issue or 
something else. 
G.Osborne agreed to do this with A.Anderson. 
 
A parishioner asked if we could look into the idea of a pedestrian priority area – this could also be 
something we can talk to highways about. 
Community speed watch area is currently operational in Somerton. Could we look into this? 
D.Beswick – the speed limit has to be put in place first before we can look into this. 
 
He also pointed out that we have to be careful about subjective assessment of speed. 
 
D.Beswick said that many people in the village do not want extra signage to happen. So, all views 
need to be covered. The village will need to have a whole survey done by Highways. 
 
He thanked parishioners for their input and the Parish Council will take away all of the information 
from tonight and continue to look into the issue. 
 
9. Defibrillator 



The writing on the front of the defibrillator is faded and unreadable. D.Beswick has approached the 
company, they produce a sticker but these are too large for our box. He is looking at alternative 
stickers that do exist. 
The code for the defibrillator is etched onto the top of the keypad. This makes it a little less secure, 
but does give access in an emergency. It is better to be locked as there is a heater inside that will 
cause serious burns if someone chooses to mess around with it. 
The light inside is broken and is being fixed. 
 
A parishioner expressed concern that the code being etched, we may not be able to see it if it is 
dark, panicking etc. 
 
D.Beswick says that we have covered all that is required to ensure that the defibrillator is working 
correctly. 
 
It is completely up to date with the ambulance service – it is reported on a regular basis. 
 
It was also pointed out that if you ring 999, they will also be able to tell you the code. 
 
D.Beswick will also look to see what is available in terms of a box that could be accessed by breaking 
the glass. 
 
10. Queen’s Jubilee 
D.Beswick said that we are getting a lot of information about the jubilee. 
A.Anderson – is on the jubilee committee, he needs to ensure that all correspondence we get, go to 
the jubilee committee. 
 
11. Aircraft overflights 
D Beswick explained that the Head of Flying Operations was planning to attend the next meeting to 
talk about helicopters overflying the village.   However, since we have had only two responses to 
requests for parishioners to raise their concerns and they  focused mainly on the recent Sea Fury 
accident, which is covered by CAA regulations not military ones, it could be a waste of his time.  He is 
awaiting a reply from the CRO at Yeovilton on the best way forward.  
If there are many people with concerns they do need to come forward and be willing to state their 
concerns 
The Sea Fury AIB report is due out soon and if we can get a copy we will make it available to any 
interested party.  We also have a copy of the relevant CAA regulations with regard to flight over built 
up areas.. 
 
D.Beswick has already written to Yeovilton has asked them if it is possible to avoid flying over the 
village. 
 
11. Date of next meeting 
Monthly meeting – 9th December 2021 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.54 pm 


