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Friends of Charlton Mackrell Primary School & Preschool
Pumpkin Display

All Saints Church, Kingsdon.
Priest in Charge: Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029 (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and
other occasional services)
Church Warden:
Vacant
Parochial Church Council:
Secretary: Chris Taylor Tel 01935 841402
Treasurer: Tony Steele-Perkins 01935 840184
Tower Captain:
Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344

Church Services in November
Sunday

7th

9.30am
11am

Charlton Adam
Somerton

Sunday

14th

10am

Sunday

21st

9.30am
11am

HC
HC

Charlton Mack
Somerton

Sunday

28th

9.30am
11am

HC

Kingsdon
Somerton

Remembrance
Charlton Mack
Remembrance Charllton War Mem
10am
Remembrance
Somerton
10.55am Remembrance
Kingsdon

Rev Alan Symonds / Jenny Gollop
Audrey Stanford / Rev Alan Symonds
Andrew Goldsworthy
James Stratten
Rev Alan Symonds
Kingsdon P.C.C.
Anthea Reilly / Rev Alan Symonds
Joy Rattenbury / John Greed
Rev Alan Symonds
Rodger Calderwood /

/ Jenny Gollop
Rev Alan Symonds

From the Vicarage
Possibly it is because of my particular situation at the moment but there seems to be a lot of “remembering” going
on. After nearly 16 years, my time in this Benefice is drawing to a close, so our minds naturally look backwards
to all that has happened, both good and bad, over the years. We remember the changes, and the people who for
various reasons are no longer here with us. We remember some of the events, and some of the high and low
points.
November is of course a time of remembering anyway. We have Remembrance Sunday the 14th, when we remember those who have served this country in The Armed Forces, and we remember the anniversary of the end
of the First World War on 11th November, but there are many other things to remember too.
15 years ago in 2006, my first year here, we faced a long very hot summer, the Airbus A 380 had its debut, and
Heathrow was closed to flights at Christmas due to fog. 10 years ago, in 2001 England won the Ashes in Australia
3-1, Prince William and Kate Middleton were married, and there was a major accident on the M5 near Taunton. 5
years ago, in 2016 we voted to leave the European Union, England’s Rugby team won the 6 nations with a grand
slam, and Team GB come second in the medal table at the Rio summer Olympics. Since then, we have experienced Brexit and Covid restrictions, it’s a lot to remember.
In the Benefice, we started with 5 parishes, Compton Dundon moved to Street and the Charltons merged leaving
us with 3 parishes, the Vicarage was officially moved to Sutton Road and an extension built for office facilities.
St Michael’s Church was refurbished, and the Infants and Junior Schools in Somerton, have gradually come together to form King Ina Church of England Academy, which is now housed on a single newly built site.
We have celebrated Christmases, Easters, Harvests, Baptisms and Weddings, we have marked Remembrance
Sundays and funeral farewells. We have drunk coffee and we have eaten cake, we have known sadness and we
have experienced joy, and what is most important we have worshipped God consistently throughout.
We remember, and we also give thanks to God for His presence in everything that has happened and all of the
blessings he has given us through this time.
May God continue to be with you.

Alan Symonds

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY SERVICE
at
All Saints’ Church, Kingsdon
Sunday 14 November at 10.55am
Bagpipes will be played before the service
We particularly welcome Village Service Personnel to join us
Lest We Forget
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Saturday
13th November
11am - 1.30pm
at The Village Hall

Cakes, Gift Stall & Refreshments

In aid of All Saints’ Church, Kingsdon

TO ALL VILLAGERS
Having lost our Carol Service last year to Covid we have decided to re-instate it this year on
Sunday 19th December at 6 p.m. We will look forward to seeing as many of you as possible there
for what is always a very festive occasion.
We will have a choir to lead the singing and to sing two or three carols on their own, mostly in
unison, and if there are any villagers who have not sung in the choir before but would like to take
part this year, could they please contact Nick Allan on 01935 840878 or nickandbel@hotmail.com

We plan to have only one rehearsal or sing through in the Church probably at 10.30 a.m. on
Sunday 19th December.
Kingsdon PCC 28.10.21
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"And the trumpet shall sound….
Kingsdon church, with its wonderful acoustics, resounded to an enthralling afternoon on the 10th October with
Crispian Steele-Perkins, and Ian le Grice’s amazing organ playing. Their programme show-cased the intricacies
of both instruments, together with the fascinating masterclass on
the history and development of the trumpet. Our organ stood up
to the test, although Ian does recommend an overhaul!
Ticket sales came to £1290. There was £80 in donations, and with
Chris’ raffle sales the total raised was £1552.19.
Which means a £1052.19 profit for the Church funds.
One parishioner who attended summed it up as follows- "Just
wanted to say a huge well done to the team for a wonderful afternoon of enlightening music from Crispin and Ian. We were treated
once again to wonderful pieces interspersed with the history of the
instruments. Please pass on our thanks to both. We are so blessed
here in a small Somerset village to have such an input by World
renowned musicians.”
We were also blessed with the lovely weather, and everyone went
away happy, especially so after the excellent tea provided by our
own village tea team! Our thanks to them as well.
Kingsdon PCC.

Harvest in Kingsdon
The church in Kingsdon looked beautiful for Harvest, so thank you to everyone who donated harvest food gifts
or spent time decorating the church.
Our harvest sheaf was made and baked by two younger residents, Fia & Rain.
All food goods were donated to and gratefully received by The Lords Larder in Yeovil, who provide emergency
food parcels to people in need.
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Kingsdon Afternoon Club
The Afternoon Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 3pm in the Village Hall. New members (any
age) are always welcome.
For information contact Richards South Tel: 840912 Email: fox_gloves@btinternet.com
Kingsdon Knitting Club - September Monthly Report
(Knitting for Good Causes)
The Knitters meet on the second Saturday of the month at 10.30am to midday in the Community Shop.
For information please contact:

Linda Rumbles 01935 840132 or Babs Conway 01935 841811

Kingsdon Boule & Croquet Club
Members meet at the Cricket Ground every Thursday for two sessions between 1.30 and 5pm with a break for tea
and cake’ The club welcomes new members.
Taster sessions in boules or croquet are available too and can be arranged on other days/evenings to suit.
For more information contact:Sally Smith 07729 301207;

Nina Carlisle 01935 840933
Phyl Winsor 01935 840384

email ninacarlisle@talktalk.net

Kingsdon Cricket Club
Trustees : Ben Carlisle, Mike Davies, Richard South
Chairman : Phil Waters
Treasurer: : Simon Rumbles Fixtures Sec. : Ben Carlisle
Team Selection : Phil Waters Ground Maintenance : Ben Carlisle, Mike Davies
Team Captain & Secretary : TBA
All appointees temporary pending AGM , probably in the Autumn after we see how things go!

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club
The Table Tennis Club meet in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings between 7.30pm and 9.30pm.
If you are interested then please contact Nina Carlisle Tel: 01935 8400933
or email ninacarlisle@talktalk.net. or just come along.

The Kingsdon Jubilee Fund Trustees
Chairman: Andy Fryer, Secretary: Martin Gilmore, Treasurer: Tim Taylor,
Trustees: Alec & Carol Anderson, Ian Dibben, Mark Freeman, & James Carver
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Kingsdon Village Hall

(Registered Charity No. 304570)
Trustees: Marilyn Elliott ( Chair) David Thomson (Secretary) Ian Dibben (Treasurer)
Guy Osborne, Tim Owen.
For all information (except bookings) contact: - David Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. Kingsdon TA11
7LL Tel:01935 841453
For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444 07990 673935
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk
Village Hall Bookings for November
1st

Mon

2nd

Tue

3rd

Wed

4th

Thur

5th

Fri

6th

Sat

7th

Sun

8th

Mon

9th

Tue

10th

10am - 12

Short Mat Bowls

7.30pm – 9.30pm

Short Mat Bowls

7.30pm - 9.30pm

Table Tennis

7pm

Yeovil Canine Soc.
Puppy Training Cancelled

7.30pm – 9.30pm

Short Mat Bowls

7.30pm - 9.30pm

Table Tennis

Wed

7pm

Yeovil Canine Soc.

11th

Thur

7.30pm

K. Parish Council. Meeting

12th

Fri

6pm –8pm

Puppy Training

13th

Sat

14th

Sun

15th

Mon

7.30pm – 9.30pm

Short Mat Bowls

16th

Tue

10am - 12

Short Mat Bowls

7.30pm - 9.30pm

Table Tennis

17th

Wed

10am - 1pm

Practical Study Group

7pm

Yeovil Canine Soc

18th

Thur

12 noon onwards

Take Art

19th

Fri

6pm –8pm

Puppy Training

20th

Sat

21st

Sun

22nd

Mon

7.30pm – 9.30pm

Short Mat Bowls

23rd

Tue

10am - 12

Short Mat Bowls

7.30pm - 9.30pm

Table Tennis

24th

Wed

3pm

Kingsdon Afternoon Club

7pm

Yeovil Canine Soc

25th

Thur

26th

Fri

6pm - 8pm

Puppy Training

27th

Sat

28th

Sun

29th

Mon

7.30pm – 9.30pm

Short Mat Bowls

30th

Tue

7.30pm - 9.30pm

Table Tennis

10am - 12

9am - 2pm

10am - 12

10am - 12

Short Mat Bowls

Bacon Butty etc. morning

Line Dancing

Short Mat Bowls

The Kingsdon Chronicle
The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation. Cheques payable to ‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’ The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers If you wish me to
publish an article, please email your request with the details or send it in writing. Requesting publication you are agreeing
your article can be published on the Kingsdon website at: http://www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/ Please ensure I
acknowledge receipt. Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views
of The Kingsdon Chronicle production team. The editor will assume that all material supplied is original, or from copyright
free sources. (It is the contributor’s responsibility to gain any necessary permissions and to provide acknowledgments).”
Editor: Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444, Mobile 07990673935,
Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/
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KINGSDON COMMUNITY SHOP
Open Mon-Sat 08.00-13.00
Please do support your village shop.
The shop currently has tickets for
The Take Art production on Nov 18th
Children In Need Raffle/walk Oct 31st

The shop Annual Meeting is on
Wednesday 24 November
19.00
At the shop
All members will receive their notice and papers

Thursdays 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th.
Black Box, Green Box, Blue Bag, Food Waste,
Carrier Bag for small batteries & electricals

Black rubbish wheelie bin
Thursday 18th

Garden Waste

Green wheelie bin collections
Thursday 11th & 25th
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Kingsdon’s Sally Smith’s new book Magnificent Women and Flying Machines
is due out on November 1st.
Published by History Press and available at Amazon, Waterstones, Smiths and all good book shops, here
are the cover details:
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Just 18 months after two Frenchmen made the world’s first ever flight, in Paris in 1783, a fearless British
woman hopped into a flimsy balloon and flew across the London sky for nearly an hour. Since then many
other remarkable British women have decided to defy traditional society and follow their dreams to get into
the sky.
For the first time, here is a book that tells the stories of these true British women pioneers who achieved real
firsts in various forms of aviation, in ballooning, parachuting, gliding, airships and extraordinary fixed wing
flights of speed and duration, right up to a trip to a space station.
The book offers a fascinating glimpse into these exciting events as well as the personal stories of these courageous women.
Full of entertaining adventure mixed with a wealth of new information, here at last is a proper record of
Britain’s wonderful women of the air.
Magnificent Women and Flying Machines is a fantastic celebration of the amazing achievement of women in
the air and space! All kudos to our foremothers who said “knickers” to peril and prejudice and went ahead
with their ambition regardless.’
Dr Alice Bunn CEng, FRAeS, FIMechE, Former International Director at the UK Space Agency
‘This lovely book offers a welcome and enjoyable read and provides a timely testament for these unsung pioneers of aviation.’
Maggie Appleton MBE, Chief Executive Officer, RAF Museum
‘A real celebration of the women who defied tradition and followed their dreams into the sky. Readable and
entertaining, this book is a worthy tribute to Britain’s woman aviation pioneers.’
Sharon Nicholson FRAeS, Chairwoman of the British Women Pilots’ Association
Just eighteen months after two Frenchmen made the world’s first ever flight, a fearless British woman
hopped into a flimsy balloon and flew across the London sky for nearly an hour.
Since then, many other remarkable British women have decided to defy traditional society and follow their dreams
to get into the sky.
For the first time, Magnificent Women and Flying Machines tells the stories of the pioneers who achieved real
firsts in various forms of aviation: in ballooning, parachuting, gliding, airships and fixed-wing flight – right up to a
trip to the International Space Station! Full of entertaining adventure mixed with a wealth of new information,
here at last is a proper record of Britain’s wonderful women of the air.
Author details: Sally Smith is a journalist and writer who has worked for Harpers, Daily Mail, BBC News, ABC
News in Australia, was named Business Writer of the Year and has had books published by Pelham Books and
Rigby Books (Australia). She was British women’s freefall (style) parachute champion; founder and team leader of
the world’s first all-girl parachute display team; a member of the British parachute team; member of the Australian
ballooning team; was 2nd overall female at world ballooning championships and a commercial balloon pilot. She
now lives in Somerset.
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New officer verification process put in place
Posted at 11:32 on 6th October 2021 in Forcewide News

From today, we’re introducing a new officer verification process for members of the public who would like to
confirm the identity of any Avon and Somerset officer they come into contact with.
We fully recognise the onus is on us as a police service to reassure people who have concerns about lone officers
and the reason for their interaction with them.

As such, all our officers will provide their name and collar number to anyone who asks and will call the control
room on their police radio asking an operator to confirm their identity and location, putting their radio on loudspeaker so the member of the public can hear the response.
As well as verbally confirming the officer’s identity, the control room operator will also send a reference number
to the officer’s radio which the member of the public can visually check.
All officers are equipped with body worn video cameras and they will also make clear to people it is switched on
and recording. Officers are unable to edit or wipe footage from these body worn cameras.
Of course, if the member of the public prefers, they can also call the control room themselves on 101, or 999 if
they feel in danger. The same verification process will be then be followed, with a reference number being provided to the caller and sent to the officer’s radio.

Kingsdon Chronicle
100 + Club

See pages 22 & 23
for joining and renewal details

100 Club winners for October
Drawn by Tim Taylor in the shop:

1st. No.123 Sarah Freeman
2nd. No.89 David Curtis
3rd. No.7 Wally Elliott

Christmas Greetings in the Chronicle - Only 50p
As in previous years the Kingsdon Chronicle offers its readers the opportunity to have Christmas Greetings posted in the Chronicle to save on sending out cards locally.
All greetings will appear in the Christmas issue of the Chronicle which will be
published on 23rd December. If you
wish to use this service please notify the
Chronicle a.s.a.p. (as editing many messages with graphics is quite time consuming). Please include the message you
would like to be used or let us know if
you would like us to do the wording for
you.
If renewing your 100+ Club membership
why not add 50p to cover the cost of
your greeting (Wally)
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THE RELUCTANT FLYER
By Peter Crowter

In fields below the village many ponds were to be found.
I guess the idea being that they helped to drain the ground.
Each had its pair of moorhens ‘twas their very own des res,
So quiet and secluded a desirable address.

Their nests were near the water or in a bush maybe,
Never very hard to find, easy for lads to see.
The eggs were long compared with some and numbered quite a few,
Polka dotted black they were, beneath, a fawny hue.
Some moorhens chose a different home where water wasn’t still,
They loved the river Cary where it wound beneath a hill,
The hill was a grass paddock where grunting pigs did tread,
The moorhens suddenly appeared just as the hogs were fed.
In winter they were hiding and just where I’ve no idea,
But suddenly from nowhere well then dozens would appear.
Running up the hill they came on long and lanky legs,
And when the pigs had left the troughs hop in and peck the dregs.
But in the breeding season they all nested far apart,
Should one stray on someone’s patch they soon made him depart.
Their nests were difficult to find not like the ones in ponds,
And usually well hidden, behind some leafy fronds.
When we walked along the banks the moorhens used to hide,
They’d sneak into the river and under water glide.
Their red bills like a snorkel, their hiding place betray,
And sometimes we would catch them, then let them fly away.
Moorhens are poor flyers and they much prefer to run,
They’d fly five yards to tother bank and then their flight was done.
They didn’t get above three feet maybe they don’t like heights,
And unusual for a bird, they’re not a fan of flights.
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James Masters R.E. M.B.E 28.06.1928-14.04.2020
A synopsis of Jim’s life written by Jim in 2019 when he was living in The Old Vicarage care home in Cumbria. He
led a very active, fulfilling life sadly overshadowed in later years by his Alzheimer’s and having to leave his home
in Kingsdon to live in Cumbria to be with family.
I was born in Ilchester, Somerset. I was the eldest of four children. My youngest brother, Gerry, still lives in the
village with his family. My other siblings, Joyce and George, are both dead but their children still live nearby in
Somerton.
My maternal grandfather (Robins) had been a soldier was stationed in Afghanistan where my mother was born and
later The Andaman Islands as a prison officer. He retired to Ilchester and ran The Bull Inn. My great grandfather
(Robins) was also in the army and served in the Crimea. I greatly revered them and they had a great influence in
my choice of career. Their pictures and medals are some of my treasured possessions which remind me of their
lives. My paternal grandfather was a builder. Gerry’s son and grandson still run the family business from converted buildings in the village.
I joined the army at fourteen, stationed at Chepstow and did an apprenticeship as a carpenter. I joined man’s service at eighteen and served in Palestine, Egypt, Cyprus, Germany and Northern Ireland as well as places in the
UK.
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I met my wife, Joan, in Ilchester when she was eleven and I was twelve at the village school during World War
11. Her father was in The Fleet Air Arm and stationed at Yeovilton near Ilchester as a parachute packer. They
lived in the Old Jail Cottages. Later she was evacuated from London during the Blitz to live in Devon while her
father was serving on various aircraft carriers. We kept in touch and married in November 1949.
We had three children. Angela married to Alec with three children now retired from teaching and living in Cumbria. Michael married to Maureen with twin boys living in Kent. (Michael sadly predeceased Jim 14.11.2019)
Also Louise who has two children and lives in Spain with her partner Paul. I have two great grandchildren Emily
9 in Leyland and Kit 10 months in Australia.
I got involved with expedition work through a friend and colleague, John Blashford Snell and took part in The
Blue Nile Expedition in 1968 becoming one of the first people to navigate the Blue Nile from its source at Lake
Tana to the Sudan border. Following this I took part in other expeditions to the Dalak Islands in the Red Sea, the
Trans Americas Expedition, being the first successful group to take wheeled vehicles across the Panama Gap. I
was involved with Operation Drake, run from our home in Wiltshire, a two year circumnavigation from sailing
ship ’Eye of the Wind’, running multiple expeditions around the world. I was personally involved with a descent
of the Strickland River in Papua New Guinea. Later Operation Drake evolved running small expeditions for young
people eventually run from offices at Shaftsbury.
I retired from the army in 1975 when on The Zaire River expedition being offered a job in Kinshasa organising
medical supplies to bases throughout the country. Joan became deputy head of the local mission school.
On returning to the UK we settled in Dover while I continued my work in London from an office on a Thames
Barge based at St. Catherine’s Dock. Joan worked in Dover. We later decided to buy a guest house which we ran
jointly. I was awarded an M.B.E. for services to young people at this time.
When we retired we decided to go back to the West Country and bought a cottage in Kingsdon near Ilchester. The
cottage was renovated by my brother Gerry. We had a short but happy retirement making the most of village
clubs. Sadly Joan became very ill and died in 1997 and so I have been on my own for twenty two years. She was a
wonderful wife and partner and I miss her a great deal.
So I carried on my work with The Scientific Exploration Society and water charity ‘Just a Drop’, raising money
for good causes by giving lectures on my travels. I also went on several expeditions to South America in Bolivia
and down the head waters of the Amazon. And made a film for the BBC about delivering a grand piano to the Wai
Wai people in British Guiana.
Since giving up active expedition work I have continued to spend my time volunteering until very recently working in the expedition office, delivering the newspaper around the hospital wards in Yeovil, helping at the community shop, as a Parish councillor and helping at the local Sunday Boot Fair. My hobbies have included learning
rudimentary French and Spanish. I was a member of the village art club and I spent a lot of time making wooden
toys in my shed. All the grandchildren got a rocking horse!
I love reading but my passion is helping other people.

Jim
Jim never stopped missing his home and family in Ilchester after
going into care. When he was feeling lost in his illness he still
thought he was volunteering but could never find his keys or car.
He loved going out for a coffee and to look for books in a local
charity shop. He was very grateful to everyone who travelled so far
to see him and kept in touch by phone. He couldn’t remember that
Michael had died but would have wanted us to keep him in our
thoughts.
We remain in the debt of the wonderful staff who helped nurse dad
in his final illness and worked so hard to make his time with them a
happy one. We miss him very much.
On Saturday 9th October a very moving interment service was held
for Jim and his son Michael, at All Saints Churchyard, Kingsdon
attended by many of his family and friends, officiated by the Rev,
Alan Symonds. After the service many gathered at the Ilchester
Arms for refreshments and much pleasant reminiscing.
In accordance with his wish, Jim now rests in peace with his
beloved wife Joan
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Cllr. Brian Payne

Vice-Chairman
Email: KPCvice-chair@kingsdon.org

KPC-chair@kingsdon.org

Westgate, Top St. Kingsdon TA11 7JU
Tel: 01935 842058
(Former school field Parish Council) link)

Allotment & Church Link

keith.tridgell@kingsdon.org Tel 07899790713

Email:

phillip_kpc_waters@yahoo.com
Tel: 07815898065
(Trees)

charlie.hull@southsomerset.gov.uk

paul.rowsell@southsomerset.gov.uk
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Accessibility
The question of accessibility for people with disabilities was raised by a parishioner at the recent Parish Council
meeting. It was proposed that we set up a working group of parishioners, preferably those who suffer from any
form of disability that might limit their activities within the village and then address those issues that are within
our remit.
I would like all those who would like to volunteer to join that group, to send me their contact details, by email for
preference and we will then look at the structure of the group. I do not need any details of disability.
Many thanks

David Beswick
840795
KPC-chair@kingsdon.org
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

The Old School Field
The old school field has recently been cut very low in the hope that we can maintain it more easily until we are
able to plant trees etc. A couple of concerns have been identified as a result.

Dog Fouling
It would appear that some people are letting their dogs run free in the field and not picking up any poo they
drop. The field is now being used by some children as a convenient playing field which is perfectly acceptable in
the short term. The old gate had a No Dogs notice which will now be reinstated but in the meantime, I would ask
people not to exercise their dogs in the field.

Fly Tipping
It would appear that people have been dumping their grass cuttings, soil and rubble along the inside hedge on
Mow Barton Road. This is not acceptable and must stop immediately. Further evidence of grass cuttings and
stones have also been found on the verge on Mow Barton Road. This is also not acceptable and the presence of
stones in the verge and in the field is making grass cutting difficult and dangerous. If you are responsible, would
you please take steps to remove the stones, rubble and wherever possible, the grass cuttings from both areas.
The District Council will provide Green Bins for the disposal of garden waste or it can be taken to the recycling
centre at Somerton. Stones and rubble can also be taken there or the recycling yard on the A37 at Podimore will
accept clean stones for a very modest fee.
Please act responsibly as we try to keep our village clean and tidy with only the help of volunteers.

David Beswick
Chairman KPC

"I am calling upon all Kingsdon residents to find the time to attend the next Parish Council Meeting on the 11th November 2021, at the Village Hall, at 7.30pm.

Placed on the Agenda are my concerns that there are NO speed restrictions within our village. Somerton and Ilchester have a 30 mph speed limit, indeed, Somerton is trying to reduce
the speed limit to 20 mph on the Somerton to Langport Road. In Kingsdon the speed limit is
60mph at present."

THIS IS YOUR VILLAGE
LET'S MAKE IT SAFE FOR RESIDENTS YOUNG AND OLD.
Thank you.
Nigel Winstone (retired Firefighter)
32A Top Street
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Draft Minutes of the Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting
held on Thursday 14th October 2021, Kingsdon Village Hall, 7.30pm
The Chairman opened the meeting by explaining that after the formalities of the apologies and declarations of interest we would proceed to agenda item 3 The Former Kingsdon Estate Land. He welcomed Messrs Greg Ridout
& Mr Chris Tanswell to the meeting representing the new owners, along with parishioners, and District & County
Councillors
Present: Mr David Beswick (Chairman), Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mr G. Osborne, Mr I Dibben, Mrs S
Mackay, Mr P. Waters (Parish Councillors); Mr T. Capozzoli, Mr C. Hull (District councillors), Mr D Ruddle
(County Councillor), Mr K. Tridgell (RFO) plus twenty parishioners.

1. Apologies: Mrs Kate Hatt (Parish Clerk); Mr A. Anderson (parish councillor)
2. Declarations of Interest: None other than those already declared
3. Former Kingsdon Estate Land: The Chairman David Beswick, reiterated the welcome to Mr Ridout
(Symonds & Sampson) and Mr Tanswell (Farm Manager) and request Councillors to open with their comments.
B. Paine welcomed this opportunity to open a dialogue with the new land owners agent and management and
hoped that from this initial exchange would be the beginning of a long lasting and mutually advantageous relationship. The Parish Councillors include amongst their number former company directors who are very mindful of the
capital investment made in purchasing the former Kingsdon Estate land and the need for that to show a financial
return; likewise there are also Councillors whose careers have been in the agricultural sector so there is a degree of
appreciation of the complexities currently in the farming business.
I. Dibben explained the wish of the village not only to protect our diverse local wildlife but to foster environments
facilitating further conservation of species, illustrating an example of our glow worms whose habitat can be destroyed if large vehicles erode the hedgerow banking. Indeed the maintenance and health of hedgerows is critical
as a food source for our wildlife. Appreciation was expressed for the efforts of the tractor drivers in clearly marking footpaths across the fields. The village has a depth of local knowledge which we are keen to share for our mutual benefit.
P. Waters tabled a short paper outlining a range of proposals for tree planting to “green” the village for future generations. This would be beneficial in both absorbing carbon, reducing noise, and fostering wildlife.
Mr Ridout responded that Land Stewardship was now a key driver as the Government legislation changes impacting the agricultural sector. Wild flower meadows, re-wilding, carbon capture and permanent pasture are all now
issues requiring to be addressed. Already farmers are now drilling rather than ploughing. The new owner, who is
in his eighties, has invested £10m to purchased the land for his chidren & future generations.
Several parishioners made valuable contributions including expressing concerns about old oak trees, misunderstandings (e.g Badger setts) that could have been avoided if regular meetings were held, behaviour of agricultural
contractors, and the support that could be offered to application for grants, and access issues regarding gateways to
fields, and comments on field margins.
Mr Tanswell explained that they were trying to make hedges thicker & wider at the bottom. They may after a year
or two possibly only cut alternate years in order to protect smaller bird species. He also mentioned that as far as is
possible they consciously use the minimum amount of chemicals.
The Chairman thanked everyone for the valuable input, exchange of views and opinions, especially Mr Ridout and
Mr Tanswell for giving up their evenings to be with us.
It was proposed that through the auspices of the Parish Council a pattern of regular meetings with Messrs Ridout
& Tanswell be established. These will be chaired by Councillor Ian Dibben, with the support of key parishioners.
Messrs Ridout & Tanswell left the meeting at 8.20.pm
Parishioners Comment time: A parishioner raised the issue of access to the field via the footpath between Manor Road and Frog Lane and the need to clear the shrubbery at that end. I. Dibben advised that he had spent some
time clearing that area but to do this regularly would really mean engaging a contractor. The Parishioner suggested
the kissing gate in Lower Road be removed and a new wheelchair friendly one be added in Manor Road, and furthermore there should be a comprehensive village accessibility review. It was proposed an article be put in the
Kingsdon Chronicle seeking disabled parishioners prepared to serve on such a sub-committee.
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Several parishioners, relatively new to the village, raised concerns about vehicles speeding through the village and
topics of, delivery drivers , speed bumps and 30mph signage were expressed. D. Ruddle advised that the County
Council Highways has a strictly controlled budget and was most unlikely to be of any assistance. Speed indicator
signs may be an answer, however it was agreed this perennial chestnut be an agenda item for the next meeting.
County/District Councillor input: Planning at SSDC largely in abeyance due to the phosphates issue and turnover of planning officers.
Expect to be advised in the next couple of weeks about elections of shadow councillors for the new unitary authority. Government only wants 85 councillors but there is currently a problem over constituency boundaries. There is
an intention to have roughly 20 Local Community Networks but there appears some lack of understanding about
how districts and parishes actually work.
Messrs Ruddle, Capozzoli & Hull left the meeting at 8.55pm.
4. Minutes: The minutes the monthly Parish Council meeting, held on the 9th September 2021, which had been
previously circulated, were proposed by G.Osborne and seconded by S.Mackay, and unanimously approved and
signed.
5. Matters arising not covered by agenda items: Following receipt of an independent safety review of the play
equipment in the village field, and the recent breakages of the junior swings and zip wire there is a considerable
amount of remedial work required to return the complex to a first class condition. It was unanimously agreed to
contact a specialist company for a quotation to make the required repairs as this was not a realistic task for volunteers, nor for insurance reasons. (Action: AA, BP, DB)
6. Chairman’s Report: The Chairman advised that representatives from the Yeovilton Air Base will be coming
to the December meeting and can respond to any concerns or questions concerning the overflying of the village. In
order to mearningfully structure the visit please e-mail the Chairman and advise of issues of concern prior to the
next Parish Council meeting in November.
7. Correspondence: A letter and attached information had been received from Yeovil Shop Mobility requesting
a small grant.
A small grant has been made in previous years. Councillors to consider and decide at the next meeting.
8. Finance- report and cheque signing: K.Tridgell talked through the accounts.
Acceptance of the Finance report was proposed by B.Paine and unanimously approved.

9. Tree planting in the village field
P.Waters proposed that a further four similar conifer trees be planted slightly expanding the small wildlife area to
the north west of the play equipment. He explained this would not adversely impact the level area regularly used
for parish events. A parishioner queried whether there was sufficient soil depth to plant such tree in this location.
There are many other sound conifers long established in the village field and advice had previously been sought
from Phil Paulton SSDC Tree Officer.
Authority to proceed with the purchase and planting was unanimously approved consistent with the previously
approved budget for tree planting.
10. Old School Field
D.Beswick advsied that this field had been cut short and would be rolled in the spring. Would parishioners exercising their dogs here please ensure that all dog poo is cleared up, particularly as several children are now using it
as a further play area. Please note this is not a location for the disposing of garden waste nor is the verge in Mowbarton Road.
11. Dog Poo
This perennial and tedious problem now requires action. After considerable discussion it was unanimously agreed
the waste bin in Underwood Road be replaced and a new one sited at the Quarry Lane crossroads, even if the cost
needed to be borne by KPC (Action: DB to liaise with SSDC on implementation.)
12. Play Equipment & Section 106 Monies.
Action on the play equipment was covered above in matters arising.
D. Beswick & B.Paine had met with officers of SSDC on 26th July to discuss Section 106 monies. Following what
appeared to be a very constructive dialogue this had been followed up by e-mails however it was proving impossible to get any response. Councillor Capozzolii had offered his assistance and requested he be copied on any future
correspondence.
13. Date of next meeting
Monthly meeting – 11th November 2021
The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.25 pm
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South Somerset District Council - Planning Application Decisions
Application No.:
Applicant Name:
Proposal:
Location:
Application Status:

21/01389/LBC
Ian & Lucy Dibben
Preventative structural work to the wall and roof to stop movement and preserve the long
term integrity of the building
27 North Town Kingsdon Somerton TA11 7LF
Awaiting decision

Application No.
Applicant
Proposal:
Location:
Application Status:

21/02088/LBC
Mrs Elizabeth Newsam
The carrying out of internal and external alterations to listed dwelling
26 North Town Kingsdon Somerton TA11 7LF.
Awaiting Decision

Application No.
Applicant
Proposal:

Location:

21/02353/S73
Mr O. Barnard
S73 application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) of approval 20/01593/FUL
(The erection of . 2 No detached single storey dwellings) to allow for change in
design and rooms in the roof.
Land Adjacent Keepers Cottage Pitts Lane Kingsdon Somerton TA11 7LL .

Application Status:

Application Permitted with Conditions

Application No.
Applicant
Proposal:
Location:
Application Status:

21/03003/HOU
Mr & Mrs P. Reyniers
Proposed new entrance doorway and new external lighting.
6 Lime Tree Close, Kingsdon, Somerton, TA11 7ER
Awaiting Decision

Barack Obama on History
“I’ve always believed that the best way to meet the future involves making an earnest attempt at understanding the
past. It’s why I enjoy reading different accounts of history and why I value the insights of those who’ve been on
this earth longer than I have. Some folks might see history as something we put behind us, a bunch of words and
dates carved in stone, a set of dusty artefacts best stored in a vault. But for me, history is alive the same way an old
-growth forest is alive, deep and rich, rooted and branching of in unexpected directions, full of shadows and light,
what matters most is how we carry ourselves through that forest – the perspectives we bring, the assumptions we
make, and our willingness to keep returning to it, to ask the harder questions about what’s been ignored, whose
voices have been erased.”

Peachy Clean provides an outstanding cleaning service and already has regular
clients in the Kingsdon area.
We offer cleaning packages to suit your needs including
regular weekly/bi-weekly cleans and/or occasional deep cleans.
For a free quote & more details
Please call Ellie on 07712 440884 or Email: elliepeachyclean@gmail.com
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A new pastor was visiting in the homes of his parishioners. At one house it seemed obvious that someone was
at home, but no answer came to his repeated knocks at
the door. Therefore, he took out a business card and
wrote 'Revelation 3:20' on the back of it and stuck it in
the door.
When the offering was processed at the next worship
service, he found that his card had been returned. Added
to it was this cryptic message, 'Genesis 3:10'.
Reaching for his Bible to check out the citation, he soon
broke out in laughter. Revelation 3:20 begins 'Behold, I
stand at the door and knock.'
Genesis 3:10 reads: 'I heard your voice in the garden
and I was afraid for I was naked, so I hid.'
An Englishman, a Frenchman, a Spaniard and a German
were watching a street performer doing some juggling.
The juggler saw that the four guys were struggling to
see him so he stepped on top of a crate and called out to
them, "Can you see me now?"
They shouted back, "Yes", "Oui", "Si", "Ja".
I went to the doctors and told him I kept having a recurring dream about swimming in a river in Egypt.
He said I was in denial.
At my granddaughter's wedding reception, the DJ polled
the guests to see who had been married longest. It
turned out to be my husband and me. The DJ asked us,
"What advice would you give to the newly married couple?"
I said, "The three most important words in a marriage
are, 'You're probably right.'"
Everyone then looked at my husband. He said, "She's
probably right."
(I asked Marilyn if this was good enough for the
Chronicle humour page, she said “Your probably
right”)

My sister gave birth in a state-of-the-art delivery
room.
It was so high tech that the baby came out cordless!
Just failed my driving test. When the examiner asked
me “what sign would you expect to see down a narrow country road?” apparently ‘fresh eggs for sale’
wasn’t the answer……
My French girlfriend and I were getting all romantic
and she whispered in my ear, "Je t'adore.."
I said, "shut it yourself you lazy thing!"
Driving my car the other day, I was convinced I was
being chased by an ostrich...
Turns out I was just looking in the rhea view mirror.

PEEING ON MY FLOWERS
A little old lady was walking down the street dragging
two large plastic garbage bags behind her. One of the
bags was ripped and every once in awhile a $20 bill
fell out onto the sidewalk.
Noticing this, a policeman stopped her, and said,
"Ma'am, there are $20 bills falling out of that bag."
"Oh, really? Darn it!" said the little old lady. "I'd better go back and see if I can find them. Thanks for telling me, Officer."
"Well, now, not so fast," said the cop. " Where did
you get all that money? You didn't steal it, did you?"
"Oh, no, no", said the old lady. "You see, my back
yard is right next to a Golf course. A lot of Golfers
come and pee through a knot hole in my fence, right
into my flower garden. It used to really tick me off.
Kills the flowers, you know. Then I thought, 'why not
make the best of it?' So, now, I stand behind the fence
by the knot hole, real quiet, with my hedge clippers.
Every time some guy sticks his thing through my
fence, I surprise him, grab hold of it and say, 'O.K.,
buddy! Give me $20 or off it comes!'
"Well, that seems only fair," said the cop, laughing ."OK. Good luck! Oh, by the way, what's in the
other bag?"
"Not everybody pays."
BREAKING NEWS:
Scientists have today announced they have invented a
car that is fuelled by parsley.
They are now working on a train that runs on
thyme....
I thought my car had previously been owned by
Nelson Mandela, but when I looked at the logbook
again it said Nissan Main Dealer
A local school started to be sponsored by a famous
flat pack company. All the departments are doing
much better. The only downside is Assembly takes
forever.
I wanted to marry an English teacher when she got
out of jail...
But you can't end a sentence with a
proposition.
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Volunteers Wanted
World Horse Welfare at Glenda Spooner Farm is in need of volunteers in both the yard and the
visitor centre, interested, then please call in or phone 01935 841442 for more infor-
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Emma Benson Tel: 077771 360717
wildegreengardens@gmail.com
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Simon Whatley
Plumbing & Heating
Glebelands, Bineham Lane, Yeovilton,
Yeovil, Somerset. BA22 8EZ
Tel: 07794 784108

Garden Compost

Runner Duck
Pet & Poultry Supplies Ltd
Unit 16 Cary Court,
Somerton Business Park,
Bancombe Road,
Somerton, Somerset,
UK TA11 6SB
Tel: 01458 898020

Organic Compost Delivered to Kingsdon
4 x 40 litre bags only £12 - Phone
Paul Attwell on 07523 739789
for details and order your compost

Whether your pet be big or small,
we will do our best to cater for all..

LOGS FOR
SALE
Well Seasoned
Hardwood Logs
for Sale
Free Delivery in Kingsdon
Contact: Austin
Tel 07879690941
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Kingsdon 100+ Club - Funding The Kingsdon Chronicle
Dear All
The Kingsdon 100+ Club is the main fund raiser for the Kingsdon Chronicle, which together with the occasional
generous donations and a contribution from our Parish Council covers all the production costs, which include the
necessary software, hardware, printer and printing and all consumables such as paper etc.
All production, editing, printing and emailing is done by Wally Elliot at his home, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon,
TA11 7LW.
How the 100 + Club works
Monthly Prizes
1st

£15

2nd

£10

3rd

£5

December Prizes
1st
£50

2nd

3rd

£20

£15

There are 10 monthly draws per year (not January and August), normally drawn on the first Thursday of the
month. Prizes will be paid by cheque or cash and posted/delivered to the winners.
Membership costs £12 per year per member. You will be allocated a number between 1 and 100+ which stays the
same throughout the membership. All 100+ numbers are entered in to the draw and the prizes will be allocated to
the 3 winning numbers as above. You can cancel at any time but refunds will not be given.
To join or re-new your membership please fill in the attached form and return it to Gillian Carnall, 50 Kingsdon
(corner of Top Street/Silver Street) or Wally Elliott at 4 Manor Close. (please mark envelope ‘100+club’) with a
cheque for £12 per member made payable to The Kingsdon Chronicle. All entries received by the 25th of the
month will be entered in the next month’s draw. Membership is one per person so why not persuade all members
of your family to join, membership is open to anyone, no matter where they live?
Membership is one per person so why not persuade all members of your family to join, membership is open
to anyone, no matter where they live?
Join the 100+ Club before 25th November and be entered for the December big draw
Yours sincerely

Wally Elliott

Please ignore if you have already paid in advance for 2022
The Kingsdon Chronicle

The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation.
Cheques payable to ‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’
The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers “All contributors to The Kingsdon Chronicle
are required to give written permission to the Editor for their material to be published on the village website.
The Kingsdon Chronicle reserves the right to edit items for publication.
Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views of The
Kingsdon Chronicle production team.
The editor will assume that all material supplied is original, or from copyright free sources. (It is the contributor’s
responsibility to gain any necessary permissions and to provide acknowledgments).
” Editor: Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon.TA11 7LW
Tel 01935 841444, Mobile 07990673935,
Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com
www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/
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The Kingsdon Chronicle 100+ Club Membership Form
I / We would like to become a member / renew our membership of the 100+ Club.
I / We enclose my / our payment of £12 cash or cheque per applicant made payable to The Kingsdon Chronicle
Signed………………………………………….
Name..................................................................
Address............................................................... ...................................................................................................
Post Code.............................. Telephone......................................

Mobile.......................................

Email..................................................................

Signed………………………………………….
Name..................................................................
Address............................................................... ..................................................................................................
Post Code.............................. Telephone......................................

Mobile.......................................

Email..................................................................

Signed………………………………………….
Name..................................................................
Address............................................................... ..................................................................................................
Post Code.............................. Telephone......................................

Mobile.......................................

Email..................................................................

Signed………………………………………….
Name..................................................................
Address............................................................... ..................................................................................................
Post Code.............................. Telephone......................................

Mobile.......................................

Email..................................................................
Please fill in the above form and return it (please mark envelope ‘100+club’) with a cheque for £12 per member
made payable to The Kingsdon Chronicle to Gillian Carnall, 50 Kingsdon (corner of Top Street/Silver Street) or
Wally Elliott at 4 Manor Close.
Alternately you can pay by ’Faster

Pay’

using your iPhone

