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KINGSDON COMMUNITY 
SHOP 

 

Annual Meeting 
 

IMPORTANT NOTICE  
 

Due to unforeseen circumstances 
the Annual Meeting will not take place  

On Wednesday 6th October 2021 
 

The new Annual Meeting date is 
 

Wednesday 24th November 2021 
 

Notice, agenda and papers to follow.  We apol-
ogise for any inconvenience this might cause. 

KINGSDON ALLOTMENT                    
VACANCIES 

 
We currently have three (3) vacant plots and no waiting 
list.  
 
Plot rental prices range from £8 p.a. to £12 p.a. depend-
ing on size and rent is payable in April of each year. 
 
Two (2) plots are ready for immediate possession while 
the third plot will be ready for possession from the     
1st January 2022. 
 
If anyone is interested and looking for a new challenge 
or just more growing space then please contact Debbie 
& Mike by email at:-mikewallb@outlook.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 

We are pleased to announce the return of Take Art Productions in the village  
 

THE REST OF OUR LIVES  
 

Thursday 18th November  7.30 pm in the Village Hall  
 

Specially commissioned by the Rural Touring Dance Initiative with funding from 
The Arts Council Wales  

 

Hopefully hopeful, The Rest of Our Lives is a cabaret of  life and near death  
 

Tickets £10, available from the village shop or from the ‘Taylors’                                           
christine_taylor_1@icloud.com  or 01935 841402  

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 
CAN YOU HELP 

 

For the first TAKE ART production in the village since before Covid, an overnight 
stay for one of the performers is still required. The date is November 18th. If you 

could offer this with a light breakfast, please can you let Chris know at               
christine_taylor_1@icloud.com or 01935 841402 



A Musical Afternoon  
with Crispian Steele-Perkins  

 

This World Renowned Trumpeter and Raconteur will be      
accompanied by the Famous Organist, Ian le Grice at…  

 

All Saints Church, Kingsdon, 2:30pm        
Sunday 10th October 2021  

 

Part 1 
 JClarke - A Set of Airs 

 GF Handel – Trumpet Overture 
 H Goodall – Shackleton’s Cross 
 FJ Haydn –The Musical Clock* 

 FJ Haydn – Rondo from Concerto in Eb. 
* = Organ solo  

 

Part 2 
 WA Mozart – Posthorn Serenade 
 A Sullivan - Echoes of the Savoy 
 B Bacharach – Theme from Alfie 
 V Ellis – The Coronation Scot* 

 G Gershwin – Someone to watch over me  
CS Lang - Tuba Tune  

 

Tickets £15 (inc. Tea) Available from 
Kingsdon Community Shop                                        

or call 01935 840184  
 

"Wearing face masks is encouraged in line with government guidance,                              
but the decision remains with the individual”     

Don’t be disappointed by leaving it to the last minute to get your tickets 
      Only a few left Page 2 



Sunday 3rd 
9.30am 

11am 

Harvest  

 

Charlton Mack 

Somerton 

Jenny Gollop 

Rev Alan Symonds 

Sunday 10th 
9.30am 

11am 

Harvest  HC Kingsdon 

Somerton 

Rev Alan Symonds 

Rev Alan Symonds / Paul Wagstaff 

Sunday 17th 
9.30am 

11am 
 

Charlton A 
 

Somerton 

John Greed 
 

Rev Alan Symonds / Jenny Gollop 

Sunday 24th 
9.30am 

11am 
 

Charlton Mack 

Somerton 

Anthea Reilly  
 

Joy Rattenbury   / James Turner  

Sunday 31st 
9.30am 

11am 

HC 

HC 

Kingsdon 

Somerton 

  Rev Alan Symonds 
 

  Rev Alan Symonds 
 

All Saints Church, Kingsdon. 
 
 

Priest in Charge:   Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029  (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and 
other occasional services) 
 

Church Warden:                       Vacant 
 

Parochial Church Council:       Secretary: Chris Taylor Tel 01935 841402  
                                                     Treasurer:  Tony Steele-Perkins  01935 840184                                                                          
 

Tower Captain:                          Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344 

From the Vicarage   
 
Have you set your household Net Zero deadline yet? This is what we are encouraged to be thinking about as a 
response to the changing global climate. What does it mean? It means the time when the harmful emissions from 
our lifestyle are being offset by other factors so we are carbon neutral. It is likely to involve using renewable en-
ergy, driving electric vehicles where possible, eating foods with production methods which are less harmful to the 
environment, reducing new purchases of manufactured goods, re-cycling everything we can, and changing our 
heating systems away from gas and oil to electric based ones. For those items which unavoidably produce harm-
ful emissions to offset them by growing trees and plants to provide a carbon sink. 
 
The National Farmers Union (NFU) is actively encouraging its members to look for agricultural practices which 
consume less resources and to find ways in which land can be used to capture and store carbon from the atmos-
phere. There is even a scheme where farmers can be paid by the UK Government or other large companies for 
providing storage of captured carbon in plants. A new report has recently appeared recommending that hedges 
should be allowed to grow taller and wider with wide borders of flowering plants at their base and that new hedg-
es and woodlands should be planted in order to increase the carbon store. The NFU have set a target for members 
to be net-zero producers of harmful emissions by 2040. 
 
The Church of England from the Archbishop of Canterbury down is also encouraging each Parish to consider its 
own resource uses and again to target being net-zero on harmful emissions by 2030. This too is likely to involve 
looking at using as much renewable energy as possible, recycling what we can, and offsetting what we cannot 
avoid by using the space in our Churchyards to provide carbon sinks. 
 
So, what about our own households? What changes can we or should we make to our lifestyles to help us to have 
a lighter touch on the world’s resources? Are we using renewable energy, reducing harmful emissions, avoiding 
unnecessary manufactured products, and recycling all that we can? 
 
And the biggest and most frightening question of all, if we are using gas or oil to heat our homes, when are we 
going to change our system to an eco-friendlier one? For whilst a mature tree may take in and store 21 Kg of car-
bon a year, the average single gas boiler for a domestic heating system actually produces 2,900 Kg of carbon per 
year, which needs 138 mature trees to offset. 
 
That is something we need to consider seriously. 
 
Every blessing    Alan Symonds 

Church Services in October 
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All Saint’s Church, Kingsdon invite you to its                                 
Harvest Service  

on Sunday 10th October at 09.30am,                                                
led by Rev Alan Symonds  

For this year’s Harvest celebration, we are collecting for the Lord’s Larder in Yeo-
vil, a food bank for local people suffering hardship. They are not able to accept per-
ishable goods but would welcome any of the items listed at this link:   

                      https://www.ycstyeovil.org.uk/harvest-information/  

The church in Kingsdon is open every day, so items can be left in 
the porch, in the box provided, during the week commencing Oct 
4th, or alternatively in the village shop ready for collection. We 
hope you will join us as we give thanks for the many crops this 
year and for all the food we enjoy throughout the year  

Date for Your Diary 
Saturday 13th November 

11 - 1.30pm 
At The Village Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bacon Butties, Cakes, Gift Stall & Refreshments 
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KINGSDON COMMUNITY 
SHOP  

  
Please support your village shop  

 We can specially order a large variety of Breads, Cakes and Savouries,                       
Newspapers, Dairy products  and stock all you need plus many new lines. 

 
 Open Mon – Sat  08.00 – 13.00  



Kingsdon Table Tennis Club 

The Table Tennis Club meet in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings between 7.30pm and 9.30pm.  
 
 If you are interested then please contact Nina Carlisle  Tel:  01935 8400933                                                              
or email  ninacarlisle@talktalk.net.  or just come along. 

Kingsdon Cricket Club 
 
Trustees :  Ben Carlisle, Mike Davies, Richard South   
Chairman  :  Phil Waters        Treasurer: : Simon Rumbles     Fixtures Sec. :  Ben Carlisle                                     
Team Selection :  Phil Waters    Ground Maintenance :  Ben Carlisle,  Mike Davies 
Team Captain & Secretary : TBA 
 
All appointees temporary pending AGM , probably in the Autumn after we see how things go!  

Kingsdon Afternoon Club 
 
 

The Afternoon  Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 3pm in the Village Hall.  New members (any 
age) are always welcome.   
 

For information contact Richards South  Tel: 840912     Email: fox_gloves@btinternet.com 
 

Minutes of the September Meeting 
 
Members and guests of The 
Kingsdon Afternoon Club en-
joyed an Afternoon Tea And 
Cakes on the opening session of 
the 2021/22 season.   

 

The Chairman Richard South 
welcomed everyone with a re-
minder of the principles of the 
club which inspired its formation 
back in 1967. An overwhelming 
purpose of the club's formation 
54 years ago was to stimulate 
companionship within the village 

an objective which sits so perfectly and necessary today and has been demonstrated so well in the way residents 
of our village come together to overcome such trials as "covid 19".   
 

The first speaker of the new season on Wednesday October 27th is Mike Toop (crew manager )Devon and Som-
erset Fire & Rescue Service. In November we welcome a return visit of Ian Williamson  with his travelling expe-
riences and fund raising activities for St Margaret's Hospice care. On December the 8th we make a welcome re-
turn to the Kingsdon Inn for our Christmas meal.    
 

The club meets on the fourth Wednesday of each month in the village hall at 3pm all are welcome. All enquiries 
to Richard on 01935 840912. 

Kingsdon Boule & Croquet Club  
 
 

Members meet at the Cricket Ground every Thursday for two sessions between 1.30 and 5pm with a break for tea 
and cake’ The club welcomes new members. 
Taster sessions in boules or croquet are available too and can be arranged on other days/evenings to suit. 

 
For more information contact:- 
Nina Carlisle 01935 840933                                                     email ninacarlisle@talktalk.net 
Sally Smith 07729 301207;  Phyl Winsor 01935 840384  

The Kingsdon Jubilee Fund Trustees 
    

Chairman: Andy Fryer,     Secretary: Martin Gilmore,   Treasurer: Tim Taylor,                                                                                                               
Trustees:  Alec & Carol Anderson, Ian Dibben,   Mark Freeman,  & James Carver      Page 5 



Kingsdon Village Hall 
(Registered Charity No. 304570) 

 

Trustees:  Marilyn Elliott ( Chair)  David Thomson  (Secretary)  Ian Dibben  (Treasurer)                                     
Guy Osborne, Tim Owen. 

 
 

For all information  (except bookings)  contact: - David Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. Kingsdon TA11 
7LL    Tel:01935 841453 
 
 

For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444     07990 673935                    
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 Village Hall Bookings for October 
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1st Fri   6pm –8pm Puppy Training 
2nd Sat     
3rd Sun     
4th Mon   7.30pm – 9.30pm Short Mat Bowls 
5th Tue 10am - 12 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm - 9.30pm Table Tennis 
6th Wed   7pm Yeovil Canine Soc. 
7th Thur     
8th Fri   6pm –8pm Puppy Training 
9th Sat     
10th Sun     
11th Mon   7.30pm – 9.30pm Short Mat Bowls 
12th Tue 10am - 12 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm - 9.30pm Table Tennis 
13th Wed   7pm Yeovil Canine Soc. 
14th Thur   7.30pm K. Parish Council. Meeting 
15th Fri   6pm –8pm Puppy Training 
16th Sat     
17th Sun     
18th Mon   7.30pm – 9.30pm Short Mat Bowls 
19th Tue 10am - 12 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm - 9.30pm Table Tennis 
20th Wed 10am - 1pm Practical Study Group 7pm Yeovil Canine Soc 
21st Thur     
22nd Fri   6pm –8pm Puppy Training 
23rd Sat 8am - 3pm Private Function   
24th Sun     
25th Mon   7.30pm – 9.30pm Short Mat Bowls 
26th Tue 10am - 12 Short Mat Bowls 7.30pm - 9.30pm Table Tennis 
27th Wed 3pm Kingsdon Afternoon Club 7pm Yeovil Canine Soc 
29th Fri   6pm - 8pm Puppy Training 
30th Sat     
31st Sun     

The 100 Club September Draw  
was made by Tony Steele-Perkins in the shop: 

 
            1st.      No. 3        Kirsty Elliott 
           2nd.      No. 123   Sarah Freeman 
            3rd.      No. 48     Martin Singleton 



 
 
 
 
Arrive before five ... winter hours for recycle sites 
 

All 16 Somerset recycle sites will be switching to their winter hours - weekends stay 9am-4pm; when open,   
weekdays change to 9am-5pm - from Friday 1 October to Thursday 31 March. 
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Black rubbish wheelie bin 
Thursday 7th & 28th 

Garden Waste 
Green wheelie bin collections 

Thursday 14th & 28th 

Thursdays  7th, 14th, 21st, 28th 
Black Box, Green Box, Blue Bag, Food Waste,             
Carrier Bag for small batteries & electricals 

Kingsdon Knitting Club - September Monthly Report 
(Knitting for Good Causes) 

 
The Knitters meet on the second Saturday of the month at 10.30am to midday in the Community Shop.   
 
For information please contact:    Linda Rumbles 01935 840132 or Babs Conway 01935 841811 

 
The knitting of flowers for the church porch and gate arch is progressing well, but we still need many more.  If 
you think you could help us by knitting a few flowers but are unable to come along to our meetings then please 
contact us and we can supply you with wool and patterns for these.  Maybe you knitted poppies for the 
‘Celebration of the end of WW1 Centenary’, this pattern is perfectly acceptable if knitted in a variety of colours. 
 

As the colder weather draws ever nearer we will once more hold our meetings inside the shop.  However we do 
realise that some of you, myself included, are still a little anxious of being in a confined space with too many oth-
ers.  So if you come along and you feel a little uneasy please be assured we will all perfectly understand if you de-
cide to go home.  These are still, unfortunately uncertain times.  If you would like to come on a different Saturday 
usually Babs is in the shop Saturday mornings, and will be delighted to see you, and maybe, will even make you a 
cup of tea!!!  But above all we want you to feel safe, happy and relaxed at our meeting, with plenty of chat and 
clacking needles all taking place over a lovely steaming cup of tea. 
 

Although we hold our meeting on the second Saturday of each month, the next two meeting have had to be 
brought forward by a week, so our next meeting will be Saturday 2nd October at 10.30, and the November 
meeting will be Saturday 6th November. 



The Church drawing 
competition 

 The Winners 
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 Friends of All Saints Event - Sunday 5th September 
 
We had a really good turn-out for this, with lovely weather thankfully.   
 
The winner of the graveyard quiz was the Fordham family, who spotted the trick question about the number of 
doors opening into the churchyard and included those for the shed.  
 
Everyone found learning about our village history very interesting .  
 
The “sketch the church” produced two worthy winners, Richard South, and Aeryn Nicholl.  Their sketches are on 
display in the shop.  
  
The Tower tours were also very popular, (even with the 100 steps each way!)  as was the free BBQ.,  boules, re-
freshments, and internal church tours.     
 
Our grateful thanks to all our generous sponsors, and helpers, without whom it would not have been possible  We 
raised £596 for the fabric of the church.  

Junior Winner 

  Aeryn Nicholl 

Senior Winner 

  Richard South 



The Knight of Kingsdon  
 
The notice presently placed by this effigy of a knight in Kingsdon 
All Saints Church describes it as an ‘unknown knight’ and quotes 
an extract from the Somersetshire Archaeological and Natural 
History Society proceedings of 1919. 
 
The same journal published a further article in 1959 by Mr Vivian
-Neal, that contains a great deal more information. I uploaded it to 
the website a few years ago, but I had not worked through the de-
tail until inspired to do so by the Friends of All Saints                  
 
https://www.kingsdon.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/04/somerset-
history-vol-103smallpdf.com_.pdf 
 
Building Kingsdon All Saints Church 
 
Kingsdon doesn’t get a mention in the Domesday book, probably 
because it was part of the royal manor of Somerton. The first men-
tion of Kingsdon by name was in 1195 in relation to a payment of 
£8 for the ‘farm of the lands’ from Brian de Gouvais. The De 
Gouvais were from Caen in Normandy, France so came over with 
the Norman conquest.  
 
Brian had two sons Brian II and Roger. Not much is said about 
Brian II, but Roger (a knight) married a woman called Alianor and 
they had a son Brian III, in 1220 and daughters Cassandra and 
Nicholea.  
 
Roger died in 1231 and the ten-year-old Brian III was made a 
ward of his relative Robert Gouvais but was able to claim 
Kingsdon as part of his inheritance when he came of age in 1241.  
The first mention of Kingsdon church is in 1242, so Brian III is 
the either the founder of All Saints, or continued the work of his 
relatives to complete it. 
 
Date of and name of the effigy 
 
The monument has been dated to about 1270 - 1280 so its not 
Roger De Govais because he died in 1231, or Robert as he died in 
1241. Brian III died in 1293 so none of the dates fit. Perhaps that 
is why in 1919 the effigy was deemed to be ‘unknown’. 
But it turns out that a monument like this would be commissioned 
while the person was still alive. They would expect to oversee the 
design and approve of the likeness. They would also decide where 
it should be put and how it should look in its surrounding environ-
ment. If we accept that Brian III commissioned this while he was 
alive then the dates do fit after all and the effigy is of him. 
Indeed Mr Vivian-Neal says of our knight that “it is well-high cer-
tain, indeed it is assumed, that it commemorates Brian de Gouvais 
III” 
 
Brian III. 
 
Brian III was born in 1220 and married Margaret Havering around 
1240 or maybe 1241 when he was 21. You can imagine him tell-
ing the builders, hurry up, I must have this church ready for my 
marriage!  His inheritance included lands in other local areas and 
he granted to his father-in-law the manor of Long Crichel in ex-
change for a pair of white gloves, or 1 penny every Easter. 
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Brian and Margaret had eight children. You can perhaps visualise Brian and Margaret and their line of children 
coming into the church to worship. Sybilla, Richard, Brian IV, Henry, John, Nicholas, Johanna and Roger. Only 
Johanna does not get a mention in later grants so it seemed the rest all grew up to adulthood.   

 
Brian held a Mesne (pronounced ‘mean’) lordship, 
the word means middle. This indicates that although 
he was lord to the people here and collected money 
from them, he had in turn to pay fees to someone 
else known as the Tenant-in chief.   
 
Brian would have received his knighthood when he 
first went on active service in his twenties, but there 
is no note of where he served, or whether he went 
on any crusades or not. He was definitely involved 
in matters closer to home as this was the reign of the 
deeply unpopular Henry III. The Barons were in re-
volt and were calling for government by Parliament. 
The De Gouvais family threw in their lot with Si-
mon De Montfort rather than supporting the royalist 
cause.  
 
By 1263 the King was all but imprisoned and re-
duced to a figurehead and the following year when 
Sir Brian was 44, Simon de Montfort appointed him 
to be ‘Keeper of the Peace’ in Somerset and Dorset. 
This included being custodian of Sherborne Castle 
which he was ordered to repair and make ready. 
 
Stability was elusive and the monarchy was fully 
restored after the Battle of Evesham in 1265 where 
De Montfort was killed. As a consequence, Sir Bri-
an III became an outlaw.  
 
However, as part of restoring peace the King was 
minded to forgive many rebels and Sir Brian was 
offered safe conduct to approach the king while the 

latter was besieging the last of the rebel barons at Kenilworth Castle in autumn 1266. In order to receive ‘peace 
and remission to him of the king’s indignation and rancour’ he had to agree to pay a fine of several times the an-
nual yield of his lands, or lose them altogether. 
 
Sir Brian agreed to do so, but shortly afterwards he killed one of the king’s deer and was immediately thrown into 
prison. Fortunately, he was able to claim that his pardon would cover this transgression too, so he was released. 
 
Land that Brian owned at Yeovilton had been confiscated and although it was restored to him in law after his par-
don he hard a hard job evicting the person who thought it had been given to them for life. They left reluctantly 
taking with them all the furniture and useful items (chattels). Brian’s answer was to gather a band of 30 local men 
(including William de Lyt of Lytescary) to forcibly enter their property and grab the items back, behaviour that 
made Brian (and his son) outlaws again. Once again, in 1268, he had to visit to the king to obtain a pardon – re-
sulting in another fine of 300 marks. 
 
One mark was equal to 8 ounces of gold and 300 marks might be the equivalent of a ten stone person, so this was 
a fortune. (Another calculator I have found suggests a value of between £500,000 and a million pounds in today’s 
money). The following year (1269) Brian agreed to let the whole of his Kingsdon Estate to Geoffrey de Fanacourt 
for 12 years in exchange for a lump sum, presumably to help pay this fine. 
 
But Geoffrey died after 10 years and Brian, thinking Kingsdon had reverted to him, came back and took posses-
sion.  Unfortunately for Brian it turned out that Geoffrey had assigned the unexpired portion of the lease, so Brian 
was evicted almost immediately and had to go elsewhere until the full term of the lease was up at Easter 1281. 
 
Returning at last to Kingsdon, Brian was now 61 and it seems likely that the knight effigy might have been some-
thing he would have commissioned as soon as he returned.  
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The effigy and its locations 

 
 
Mr Vivian-Neal suggests the south transept (known in the 1950s as ‘the farmers aisle’) was designed and built to 
receive the effigy of Brian III where it would lie on a plinth. 
 
However, the Victoria County history says that it was installed in the chancel itself. Only founders and their direct 
descendants can be installed in such a prestigious position. 
 
Whichever position it was in, it is known that in the 1400s Brian’s effigy was unceremoniously removed into the 
churchyard at around the time that Kingsdon passed to the De Bryan family. Of Breton origin you can well imag-
ine that the sight of, or space taken up by, a large Norman knight might have been irksome to them.  
 
Brian III rested in Kingsdon churchyard for over 100 years, looking up at the sky until 1521 when the new church 
tower was built. The base of the old tower was converted into the north transept (also known as ‘the manor aisle’ 
or ‘St Catherine’s aisle’. That gave the opportunity to bring Brian back inside to a place of more dignity, even if he 
is somewhat thrust onto a windowsill. 
 
Detail of the effigy 
 
This is a high status, high quality carving in local Ham Hill stone. It would have been painted in bright colours and 
gilded.  
 
He wears chain mail including on his legs. Over the top he wears a surcoat and spurs show that he was a rider. 
Normally hands would be protected by chain mail, but Brian has chosen leather gloves with deep protecting cuffs 
of the type used for hawking, which we know was something he enjoyed as another grant of land he gave to his 
children was in return for a ‘sorrel goshawk’ a yearling bird. 
 
The shield is 600mm by 300mm and the sword is 700mm long. His head rests on two cushions and his feet on a 
small lion (now headless) with a tail curled around the middle of its body. From around the start of the 1200s ani-
mal statues were commonly placed at the feet and these were the protectors of the deceased in the afterlife.  It’s 
usually a lion for a man and a dog for a woman although as the animals are meant to be a physical manifestation of 
a person’s inner self other creatures are sometimes chosen. The lion stands is said to stand for strength, power, jus-
tice, valour and nobility. 
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The face of the effigy has unfortunately been mutilated, but it’s not known when. It was deliberate and not the re-
sult of erosion and the head may have been taken off the lion at the same time. 

 
Brian’s right leg is crossed over 
the left at the thigh. In order to 
make sense of this uncomforta-
ble position its necessary to im-
agine this 6ft 3inch effigy stand-
ing up and taking a step forward. 
With one hand on the sword han-
dle, and the other holding the 
shield Brian III is ready for ac-
tion. This active ‘walking’ pose 
was the fashion for knight effi-
gies in England at the time and 
showed their readiness to rise up 
and serve the Lord in an instant.  
 
Conclusion 
 
Brian III grew up in Kingsdon, 
had a hand in the creation or at 

least the finishing the church. He was probably married in All Saints and brought up his family in Kingsdon for 
all the years he could legally occupy it. He and his children walked our streets, played it its fields and worshipped 
in the church. Of all the places Sir Brian owned, Kingsdon was the one he fought hardest to keep, and was where 
he retired to. It’s clear that he loved Kingsdon, choosing it for his place of eternal rest. 
 
What happened next 
 
Brian died in 1293 aged 73, having made numerous grants to his children of various plots of land and settled his 
Kingsdon land on his second son, Brian IV because his eldest son (Richard) had pre-deceased him. Unfortunately, 
Brian IV would also die within a year, leading to an almighty argument, involving abduction of a newborn child 
and some Kingsdon buildings being burned down. The de Gouvais prevailed until in 1353 Brian de Gouvais VI 
sold Kingsdon to Guy de Bryan for 200 marks of silver. 
 
Elaine Owen 
 
September 2021 
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Dear Residents of Kingsdon 

We would like to say a huge thank you to everyone that help us raise an amazing £710.00 for taking part in the 
Jurassic Coast Might Hike on Saturday, 4th September 2021 in aid if Macmillan Cancer Research. 

We loved almost every minute of the day, we are so proud of what we achieved.  Macmillan organised an incred-
ible experience and their support along the way was fantastic.  This was our first time but not the last! 

Winslow and Jennie Bassham 



Concert at All Saints Church 
 
 
 
There is a link to the concert by 
George and Mandy on YouTube.   If 
anyone would like to see it, then go to: 
 
https://youtu.be/YvFjMHnUORI  
                                                                                                                             
 
 
 
                                                                                                                             
 
 

 

We have been very privileged and excited to host George Owen and his fiancee Mandy for an impromptu concert 
held in All Saints Church on Sunday 22nd August. This has been the first event since COVID  struck, and the 
church was spring cleaned and prepared by our ever-willing volunteers, to whom grateful thanks are given.  
 

George grew up in Kingsdon, and we have been thrilled by his progress on the cello, and he is now being inter-
viewed for several prestigious roles.  Mandy is an ideal accompanist on the piano, in their blossoming profession-
al and personal relationship, combining excellent technique and sensitivity. Accompanying a cellist is not easy! 
 

We were treated to a wide range of music, from well loved classics, to TV scores, and some original compositions 
by George and Mandy, who also also wowed us on the clarinet. Both showed us the wonderful versatility of the 
cello in such capable hands. 
 

George and Mandy very generously performed this at no cost, and parents Elaine and Tim helped with some light 
refreshments taken in the sunshine outside the church in the interval. 
 

The audience also gave very generously, and the proceeds will help keep our lovely church alive and well.” 

FORAGING 
By Peter Crowter 

 

Outside the apple season we would look for things to eat, 
Hazel nuts and blackberries were very hard to beat. 

But they also were seasonal and not there all year round, 
And so we did some foraging and other things we found. 

 

A flower called marsh mellow, that grew beside the street, 
Produced a tasty seed head, we found that we could eat. 

We used to call it bread and cheese, I couldn’t tell you why, 
From cottage loaf and Cheddar, to me seemed a far cry. 

 

The beech provided nibbles, in spring and later too, 
Its pale green leaves when they were young were really nice to chew. 

And later in the autumn, when all its seeds it cast, 
We ate the small three-sided nuts who’s proper name was mast. 

 

Honeysuckle flowers we picked and also clover too 
For deep inside was something sweet (just like the bees) we knew. 
We picked the flowers off one by one and sucked the nectar out, 
Some had nothing in them where the bees had been, no doubt. 

 

There were occasions when we thought we’d like to try a smoke, 
The stuff we used was horrible and nearly made us choke. 

It was dried stems of traveller’s joy that we called old man’s beard, 
A sort of buckshee woodbine and was definitely weird. 

 

But all this fare we all ignored when apples were about, 
Our favourite crop I have to say of that there was no doubt. 

You couldn’t call it foraging more pillaging I’d say, 
           The grown-ups thought ‘twas stealing, but not seen by us that way. Page 13 
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Captain James Masters  MBE 
28th June  1928  ~  12th April  2020  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Interment of Ashes 
The interment of Jim’s ashes is to take place on Saturday 9th October at 11am in All Saints Churchyard, 
Kingsdon.  This will be a short service conducted by Rev Alan Symonds followed by light refreshments at the 
Ilchester Arms 

If you would like to attend this final farewell to a dear friend of Kingsdon and a brave old soldier, please let me 
know so I can give Angela, Jim’s daughter, numbers for catering. 
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Cllr. Brian Payne 
Vice-Chairman 

Email: KPCvice-chair@kingsdon.org 
Westgate, Top St. Kingsdon TA11 7JU 

 Tel: 01935 842058 
(Former school field Parish Council) link) 

paul.rowsell@southsomerset.gov.uk   charlie.hull@southsomerset.gov.uk  

KPC-chair@kingsdon.org 

keith.tridgell@kingsdon.org    Tel 07899790713 

Allotment & Church Link 

Email:    phillip_kpc_waters@yahoo.com  
 

Tel: 07815898065 
(Trees) 



 
 
 
 
 

Draft Minutes of the Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting                                                                     
held on Thursday 9th September 2021, Kingsdon Village Hall, 7.30pm 

 
Parishioner comment time:    Is the Yeovilton commander still coming to a meeting?  
Yes, but he has broken his foot. Chairman, David Beswick will follow this up, probably for the November meet-
ing. 
 
District and County councillor time:    T.Capozzoli – planning still mainly all on hold due to the phosphates is-
sue. Next May there will be an election for the new council and shadow council for One Somerset. There is going 
to be a boundary review, there is a meeting next week with further updates. There is likely to be 80-90 councillors 
for the whole of one Somerset.  
Jubilee plans are underway in many parishes – are we doing anything?  
I.Dibben said we have plans underway. We could consider getting a permanent feature to mark it. 
D.Ruddle – COVID cases in Somerset have risen mainly around the Sedgemoor area. The government will decide 
if there will be parish council elections next year – it is looking likely this will be brought forward a year, and the 
newly elected councillors will then serve 5 years. 
Government are saying 85 unitary authority councillors instead of the 110 that was wanted. There will be no con-
sultation, we will just be told who will be standing in the area. 
 
Present:   Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mr G. Osborne, Mr I Dibben, Mrs S Mackay, (Parish Councillors); Mr 
T. Capozzoli (district councillor), Mr D Ruddle (County Councillor), Mrs Kate Hatt (Parish Clerk); Mr K. Tridgell 
(RFO) plus 4 parishioners. 
  
1. Apologies:   Mr David Beswick (Chairman), and Mr C. Hull (District councillor), Mr A. Anderson                 
and Mr P. Waters (Parish councillors) 
 
2. Declarations of Interest:  
None other than those already declared 
 
3. Minutes:  
The minutes the monthly Parish Council meeting, held on the 8th July 2021, which had been previously circulated, 
were proposed by G.Osborne and seconded by I.Dibben, and unanimously approved and signed. 
 
4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items   Cradle swings and chains in field have been replaced. 
D.Beswick and B.Paine met SSDC officers about 106 money, still waiting to hear back. 
2023 – moving to a unitary ‘one somerset’. 
 
5. Vice - Chairman’s Report   The zipwire is broken in the field, B.Paine is looking into replacing/fixing this, a 
safety notice has been displayed. 
One of the main swings has a broken bar, B.Paine has been in touch with the company who installed them, it will 
cost £231.49 
I.Dibben proposed that we fix the swing at a cost of £231.49, seconded by S.Mackay, all in favour. 
The shop is now letting their toilet out for community events. It had been agreed to reimburse the shop for chang-
ing the locks and alarms. The chairman of the shop committee can refuse future requests if the lobby and toilet are 
not cleaned properly.  
 
6. Correspondence   Symonds and Sampsons are the agents for the fields around the village that Greenslade, Tay-
lor and Hunt sold, they have written to say that they are happy to come to the next meeting. This is a good oppor-
tunity to work together and develop a mutually advantageous relationship. Some Lime trees were damaged, as 
have others recently, I.Dibben has tried many times to get them to communicate with us, we have eventually had a 
response – I.Dibben is keen for us to work more closely with them, it is our community that they are damaging 
trees in, using massive machinery which has flattened and damaged verges. I.Dibben is looking for any positive 
and negative comments to put on the agenda for an open discussion about how the estate is being managed. They 
do also do good things around the village for us. 
It is always a delicate balance for new managers between running their business and looking after the land. 
 
Several allotment holders have found lots of dog poo. If you are using the path from Lotment Hill across to Mow-
barton Road, please pick up after your dog. Page 17 



7.1 and 7.2 Finance- report and cheque signing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

K.Tridgell talked through the accounts. 
 

G.Osborne proposed that the above payments were approved, second by S.Mackay, all in favour. 
 

K.Tridgell asked that original invoices be forwarded, so we can claim VAT back. 
A reminder that we will be starting to look at next years budget in October, please can councillors have a think 
about what amount of money they may be requesting for their areas of responsibility  
 

8. Wedding Request:  A lady has contacted us, we don’t know her, and she is looking at whether she can have a 
wedding venue on the field. What do people feel? How would we go about deciding a cost? 
 

B.Paine – highlighted that the council had previously issued guidance notes on the use of the field covering both 
resident and non- residents persons or organisations. 
There was concern expressed that too many people would then start to do this. 
It is unlikely that permission would be granted to a non-resident. 
We would need much more detail before considering something like this for a non-resident. 
 

Action – K.Hatt to email the lady, to contact I.Dibben and S.Mackay, to discuss more detail. 
 

9. Dog waste:  There is a need some new small signs at the start of footpaths, and possibly a replacement or extra  
waste bin.  D.Beswick was given permission to go ahead and action this once quotations have been received, in 
consultation with the clerk/RFO. 
 

10. School field/allotments:  D.Beswick is also seeking to obtain the best quotation/delivery for the cutting of the 
school field, allotments and verges on Mowbarton Road. Permission to go ahead was authorised in consultation 
with the clerk/RFO. 
 

11. Date of next meeting:  Monthly meeting – 14th October 2021 
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8. 

KPC Current Account Opening balance as at 01.08.2021 £17,022.69 
40 Net Cheque /Standing Order Cleared Balance £2,098.24 
  Payments/Transfer In - £0.00 
  Transfer Out - £0.00 
  Closing Balance as at 31.08.2021 £14,924.45 
  Unpresented Cheques- £0.00 
  True Balance as at 31.08.2021 £14,924.45 

      
KPC General Reserve A/C Opening balance as at 01.08.2021 £5,000.14 
51 Net Cheque Balance £0.00 
  Interest - £0.00 
  Transfer In £0.00 
  Transfer Out - nil £0.00 
  Closing Balance as at 31.08.2021 £5,000.14 

      

KPC Earmarked Reserve A/C Opening balance as at 01.08.2021 £45,357.84 
43 Transfer In £0.00 
  Interest £0.00 
  Transfer Out £0.00 
  Closing Balance as at 31.08.2021 £45,357.84 

Clerk Services Payroll as from April 2021 until further notice and 
RFO Services Payroll as from April 2021 until further notice   

Kate Hatt - Clerk services £104.00 
K Tridgell - RFO Services £130.00 
The Play Inspection Co. Ltd £66.00 
    

    
TOTAL ACTAUL EXPENDITURE - Up to 09/09/2021 £300.00 
Amount approval (less S.O. pre approved clerk & RFO) £66.00 
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South Somerset District Council  -  Planning Applications  
 

 
Application No.:          21/01389/LBC  
Applicant Name:          Ian & Lucy Dibben 
Proposal:                      Preventative structural work to the wall and roof to stop movement and preserve the long 
                                     term integrity of the building                                    
Location:                      27 North Town Kingsdon Somerton TA11 7LF  
Application Status:      Awaiting decision  
 
Application No.:          21/02389/LBC        &        21/02388/HOU  
Applicant Name:          Ian & Lucy Dibben 
Proposal:                      Single-storey rear extension and external boiler.  

Location:                      27 North Town Kingsdon Somerton TA11 7LF  
Application Status:       Application Permitted with Conditions  
 
 
Application No.            21/02088/LBC 
Applicant                      Mrs Elizabeth Newsam 
Proposal:                       The carrying out of internal and external alterations to listed dwelling 
Location:                       26 North Town Kingsdon Somerton TA11 7LF. 
Application Status:        Awaiting Decision 
 
 
Application No.            21/02274/HOU  
Applicant                      Ian & Carolyn Fordham  
Proposal:                       Replacement of glazed roof with a balcony accessed from the first floor bedroom  
Location:                      The Old Coach House Top Street Kingsdon Somerton TA11 7JU . 
Application Status:        Application Permitted with Conditions  
 
 
Application No.            21/02353/S73  
Applicant                      Mr O. Barnard  
Proposal:                       S73 application to vary condition 2 (approved plans) of approval 20/01593/FUL  
                                       (The erection of . 2 No detached single storey dwellings) to allow for change in  
                                           design and rooms in the roof.  
Location:                      Land Adjacent Keepers Cottage Pitts Lane Kingsdon Somerton TA11 7LL . 
Application Status:       Awaiting Decision 
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The Kingsdon Chronicle 
 

The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation.  Cheques pay-
able to ‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’   The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers If you wish me to 
publish an article,  please email your request with the details or send it in writing.  Requesting publication you are agreeing 
your article can be published on the Kingsdon website at:   http://www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/      Please  ensure 
I acknowledge receipt.  Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the 
views of The Kingsdon Chronicle production  team. The editor will assume that all material supplied is original, or from 
copyright free sources.  (It is the contributor’s responsibility to gain any necessary permissions and to provide acknowledg-
ments).”   Editor:  Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW  Tel 01935 841444,    Mobile 07990673935,                       
Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com    www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/ 



Rothwell 
A new noel by Sam Earner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"For anyone who enjoys reading fiction, Kingsdon resident                   
Sam Earner has  published the thriller Rothwell,                                          

available on Amazon books.                                              

 

The adventure ranges across spy, teenage, philosophical/high                
concept, military and historical fiction genres.  

It has wide appeal and been enjoyed both by female and male readers 
from 15 to over 80 years of  age.  

 

The book is also an entry for the 2022 Rubery International                      
Book Award."  
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Volunteers Wanted 
World Horse Welfare at Glenda Spooner Farm is in need of  volunteers in both the yard and the 
visitor centre, interested, then please call in or phone  01935 841442  for more infor-
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Somerton and Wincanton Newsletter 
Avon and Somerset Police  
Hello and welcome to the September edition of our newsletter. It has been a very busy summer, hence the lack of a 
newsletter in August.  
 
Wincanton 
We have welcomed two new officers to the team, PC Andy Holloway and PCSO Beata Marcelino. They will both 
be looking after the area covering Castle Cary, Mudford, Ilchester and everything in between. Andy comes to the 
team with a wealth of experience and too many years to count in the service. PCSO Beata Marcelino is new to the 
role and has arrived on the team with a fantastic smile and is keen to meet the community.  
 
Bruton and Templecombe Anti-social behaviour 
We have been receiving reports of damage and alcohol bottles being left in the car park of Bruton Primary school, 
along with various reports of youths smoking drugs in the area. The team have been out on patrols, but if anyone 
sees this type of activity please ring 101 at the time, this will increase the chances of us being able to attend and 
deal with the issues.  
Templecombe is having problems with motorbikes being used on the recreation ground and damage being caused, 
with trees and plants being ripped up. Patrols are being completed and any lines of enquiry are being followed up.  
 
Bike marking 
Both the Somerton and the Wincanton team took part in a bike marking event over several locations in August and 
also put the time to good use by offering tool marking and catalytic converter marking kits.  
 
Other new members to the team  
We now have some parking buddies who are here to help when schools are struggling with  parking,                                                    
inconsiderate parking. If we have reported issues the team will attend the school and patrol the area whilst the bud-
dies provide a visual deterrent for those who park in a place which may cause danger to pedestrians.               
PCSO Tim Russell and PCSO Beata  Marcelino have already been out with the new team to Bruton Primary and 
had positive feedback from the community. If you would like the buddies to visit your school please contact us on 
 SomEastNPTSomertonan@avonandsomerset.police.uk 
 
Rural affairs        
At the end of August some of you may have seen on our Facebook page, South Somerset Neighbourhood Polic-
ing, that we worked alongside the Rural Affairs Unit, our intelligence department and patrol colleagues in order to 
follow an investigation into a theft of several trailers and other machinery from Langport. 3 people were arrested 
with stolen farm vehicles, plant equipment and a horse being recovered. They were located following intelligence 
received as a direct result of a message sent out through the Farm Watch Scheme. 
It followed a report of a theft of high value trailers and other plant related equipment from Langport on Friday 20 
August. A message about the theft was sent out via the Farm Watch network and as a result of this we received a 
call on Monday 23 August about suspicious activity in the Tintinhull area in which people were seen moving a 
trailer and fuel bowser.   Officers attended the scene and a stolen fuel bowser and a further item of machinery were 
recovered.  
A further call was received on Tuesday 24th August which led officers to a site in Martock where further stolen 
items were located, including two tractors and a trailer.                                                                                            
On Wednesday 25th August we completed the operation which resulted in the 3 arrests. This shows the true value 
of the Farm Watch scheme, which was set up to 
reduce rural crime and deter offenders, as well as 
improve the flow of information and intelligence 
between police and the farming communities and I 
hope it encourages even more people to join it. It 
also shows the value of the community providing 
intelligence.                                              
 
  If you have information regarding suspicious ac-
tivity or think that someone may be handling stolen 
property please report either through 101 or online 
through the Avon and Somerset website, 
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk, or report it           
anonymously through Crimestoppers 0800 555 111 
 
If you wish to sign up to Farm Watch please con-
tact us and we will visit.                                                      
SomEastNPTSomertonan@avonandsomerset.police.uk Page 22 



Primary School Children Writing About The Sea 
 

1) This is a picture of an octopus. It has eight testi-
cles. (Kelly age 6) 
 

2) Oysters' balls are called pearls. (James age 6) 
 

3) If you are surrounded by sea you are an Island . If 
you don't have sea all round you, you are incontinent. 
( Wayne age 7) 
 

4) Sharks are ugly and mean, and have big teeth, just 
like Emily Richardson. She's not my friend no more. 
(Kylie age 6) 
 

5) A dolphin breaths through an arsehole on the top of 
its head. (Billy age 6) 
 

6) My dad goes out in his boat, and comes back with 
crabs. (Emily Burniston age 5) 
 

7) When ships had sails, they used to use the trade 
winds to cross the ocean. Sometimes, when the wind 
didn't blow, the sailors would whistle to make the 
wind come. My brother said they would be better off 
eating beans. (William age 7) 
 

(8) I like mermaids. They are beautiful, and I like 
their shiny tails. How do mermaids get pregnant? 
(Helen age 6) 
 

9) I'm not going to write about the sea. My baby 
brother is always screaming and being sick, my Dad 
keeps shouting at my Mum, and my big sister has just 
got pregnant, so I can't think what to write. (Amy age 
6) 
 

10) Some fish are dangerous. Jellyfish can sting Elec-
tric eels can give you a shock. They 
have to live in caves under the sea where 
I think they have to plug themselves into 
chargers. (Christopher age 7) 
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I was scrubbing the bulkhead on the USS Kitty Hawk 
one Sunday morning when the loud-speaker announced, 
"Religious services. Maintain silence about the decks. 
Discontinue all unnecessary work." 
 

An hour later, the opinion many of us held regarding our 
daily routine, was confirmed when the announcement 
rang loud and clear, "Resume all unnecessary work." 
 
I asked my 8 yr old grandson "Why did the chicken 
cross the road?"  He replied, "To get to the idiot's 
house."  "Oh” I said... “yeah, good one, haha." 
My grandson: then asked  "Wanna hear another one? 
Knock knock..." 
"Who's there?" I asked. 
My 8 yr old grandson  replied:    "The chicken." 
 
I was walking past a farm and a sign said 'Duck, eggs!' 
I thought, "That's an unnecessary comma..." 
And then it hit me. 
 
Me and my wife have found the secret of a happy    
marriage is to never to have puzzle books in the house. 
10 years and not a crossword between us.  
 
I couldn't get my jogging trousers off yesterday....the 
doctor says I need an emergency trackybottomy  
 
I really should get rid of my old toys from when I was a 
kid. 
For some reason I just can't lego of them 
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Emma Benson  Tel:  077771 360717 

wildegreengardens@gmail.com 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NEW store now open in Wincanton!   

We are pleased to announce our new showroom is now open in  Wincanton, Somerset.   
 

At the moment we will be there Sundays and Monday's 10 am - 4 pm and other times by appointment. 
 

Due to stock availability still being very tricky, some items will be shared with Basingstoke                           
so if there is something, in particular, you are after, please contact us to make sure we                                    

have it available in the right place for you.  
 

If you would like to book an appointment at Wincanton call 01963 824700  /  07771 927354 or                             
email  info@espokes.co.uk  
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LOGS FOR 
SALE 

Well Seasoned         
Hardwood Logs  

for Sale    
 

Free Delivery in Kingsdon 
 

Contact:  Austin            
Tel  07879690941 

Runner Duck  

Pet & Poultry Supplies Ltd  

 

Unit 16 Cary Court,        
Somerton Business Park, 
Bancombe Road,  
Somerton, Somerset,       
UK     TA11 6SB 

Tel:  01458 898020 

 

 

Whether your pet be big or small,                     
we will do our best  to cater for all.. 

Garden Compost 
 
 

Organic Compost Delivered to Kingsdon            
 

4 x 40 litre bags only £12 - Phone  
Paul Attwell on 07523 739789                                                               

for details and order your compost 

Simon Whatley                                     
Plumbing & Heating 

Glebelands, Bineham Lane, Yeovilton, 
Yeovil,  Somerset.  BA22 8EZ                           

Tel:  07794 784108 
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