
Issue No. 167                                                                                                      1st July 2021 

Kingsdon Parish Council 
The next meeting of the Parish Council will be on Thursday 8th July at 7.30pm 

From the Vicarage 
 

The 15th July is St Swithun’s day. St Swithun was an Anglo-Saxon Bishop of Winchester. We know little of his 
life and work except that when he gave a dinner party, he would invite poor people and not the rich and famous. 
When he died, he asked to be buried outside the north door of the Cathedral where the feet of the poor and the 
raindrops from on high could fall on him. 
 

About 100 years after his death, when a number of miracles were happening in his name, he was made the patron 
saint of Winchester Cathedral and his remains were moved inside the re-built building. The monks of the time 
were asked to go and give thanks at his tomb whenever a St Swithun miracle happened, but apparently there were 
so many they basically had to leave someone on duty permanently. 
 

There is a weather proverb with which we are probably familiar as follows 
 

St Swithun's day if thou dost rain 
For forty days it will remain 

St Swithun's day if thou be fair 
For forty days 'twill rain nae mare 

 

A Buckinghamshire variation has  
 

If on St Swithun's day it really pours 
You're better off to stay indoors. 

 

Various theories regarding the origin of the saying are: that on the day when St Swithun’s body was moved inside 
it rained heavily to show the Saint’s disapproval, or that on St Swithun’s day 1315 AD there was a terrific storm, 
or it is the British version of a day of augury, a day which dictates the weather. Similar days are St Medard 
(8th June) or St Gervase and St Protais (19th June) in France, St Godelieve (6th July) in Flanders, and 7 Sleepers 
Day (27th June) in Germany which are all linked to similar weather predictions. 
 

For the scientists among us around the middle of July the Jet Stream settles into a pattern which holds steady until 
the end of August. If the Jet Stream is north of the British Isles, then we get the continental highs predominating 
which means dryer weather, if the Jet Stream is across or south of the British Isles then we get Artic and Atlantic 
weather which means rain. 
 

Whatever it is, may we have a summer of warm fellowship, with no tears, and plenty of time to enjoy God’s   
wonderful world.       With every blessing    Alan Symonds 

The Kingsdon Chronicle 100 club draw.  
The June winners were  drawn by Janet Mainwaring on Thursday 4th June  

         

  1st  No. 96    Holly Waters                            2nd  No. 53  Brian Paine                           3rd  No. 55  Margaret Hill 
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Kingsdon Village Hall 
(Registered Charity No. 304570) 

 
Trustees:  Marilyn Elliott ( Chair)  David Thomson  

(Secretary)  Ian Dibben  (Treasurer)                                 
Guy Osborne, Tim Owen. 

 

For all information  (except bookings)  contact: -    David 
Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. Kingsdon TA11 
7LL    Tel:01935 841453 
 

For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, 
Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444                                                     
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
Village Hall Bookings for July 

 
 

2nd  July  Friday at 5.45pm   Puppy Training 
8 th July Thursday at 7.30pm K.P.C. Meeting 
9 th July Friday at 5.45pm   Puppy Training 
16th July Friday at 5.45pm   Puppy Training 
21st  July  Wednesday Practical Study Group ? 
23rd July Friday at 5.45pm   Puppy Training 
30th July Friday at 5.45pm   Puppy Training 
 

 
Kingsdon Cricket Club 

 
 

Trustees :  Mike Davies, Richard South, Ben Carlisle 
Chairman  :  Phil Waters 
Treasurer: : Simon Rumbles 
Fixtures Sec. :  Ben Carlisle 
Team Selection :  Phil Waters 
Ground Maintenance :  Ben Carlisle,  Mike Davies 
Team Captain & Secretary : TBA 
 
All appointees temporary pending AGM , probably in the 
Autumn after we see how things go!  
 
 

See page 5  for full fixture list 

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club  
 

The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday 
evenings  between 7.30pm and 9.30pm.   If you are interested 
then please contact  Nina Carlisle  840933 or just come along. 
  

Kingsdon Afternoon Club 
 

The Afternoon  Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month 
at 3pm in the Village Hall.  New members (any age) are always 
welcome.  For information contact Richards South  tel: 840912 
 

 

Kingsdon Boule & Croquet Club  
 

SESSIONS NOW IN FULL SWING!  
 

Members meet at the Kingsdon Cricket Ground every Thurs-
day between 2 and 4 pm followed by cake and tea. 

The club welcomes new members. 
Taster sessions in boules or croquet are available too and can 

be arranged on other days/evenings to suit. 
 

For more information contact:- 
Nina Carlisle 01935 840933 email ninacarlisle@talktalk.net 

Sally Smith 07729 301207;  Phyl Winsor 01935 840384  
 

Kingsdon Knitting Club 
(Knitting for Good Causes) 

 

The Knitters meet on the second Saturday of the month at 
10.30am to midday in the Community Shop.   
 

For information please contact:    Linda Rumbles 01935 
840132 or Babs Conway 01935 841811 

 
The Kingsdon Jubilee Fund Trustees 

    
Chairman: Andy Fryer,   Secretary: Martin Gilmore,  

Treasurer: Tim Taylor,                                                                                                               
 

Trustees:  Alec & Carol Anderson, Ian Dibben,                     
Mark Freeman,  Beverley & Robert Fulton, Guy Osborne &    

James Carver      
 

All Saints Church, Kingsdon. 
 
 

Priest in Charge:   Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029  (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and 
other occasional services) 
 

Church Warden:                       Vacant 
 

Parochial Church Council:       Secretary: Chris Taylor Tel 01935 841402  
                                                     Treasurer:  Tony Steele-Perkins  01935 840184                                                                          
 

Tower Captain:                          Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344 
 

Sunday   4th July          9.30am                                    Kingsdon                    Jenny Gollop 
 

Sunday 11th July          9.30am    Holy Communion   Charlton Mackrell       Rev Alan Symonds   
                                        11 am    Holy Communion   Somerton                    Rev John Greed 
 

Sunday 18th July          9.30am    Holy Communion   Kingsdon                    Rev Alan Symonds 
 

Sunday 25th July          9:30am                                    Charlton Adam           Anthea Reilly / Rev Alan Symonds 
                                        11 am                                    Somerton  -                 Joy Rattenbury  /  Rev Alan Symonds  
 
 

It is not necessary to book for these services, but subject to changes in the Governments guidelines it is currently 
necessary to wear face masks , sanitize hands and keep a social distance. 

Kingsdon Village Hall is subject to Covid restrictions until further notice 



Obituary notice  

Dr. Frank David Wilson . 
Dr. Frank David Wilson.of Kingsdon, passed away peacefully at home with his wife Shirley by his side, on the 
5th June, 2021 aged 93 years. A funeral service took place at at Yeovil Crematorium on Tuesday 22nd June. .  
 

Donations kindly being received for 'Crisis' which may be left at www.ghollandfunerals.co.uk.                            
 

All correspondence to G. Holland & Son (Funeral Directors) Ltd on 01458 840658  
 

Frank was a G.P and an orthopaedic surgeon in Yorkshire for over thirty years before moving to Somerset.    
 

Frank was a direct metal sculptor. The mechanics of surgery and his love of steel led him to learn to weld. His 
main interest lay in creating minimalistic human relating pairs and larger groups of figures. 
 

Each piece was individually made so there are never two exactly alike. He also made chess sets, garden sculp-
tures, abstract pieces and candle holders. 
 

Frank, together with Shirley, was a governor of Kingsdon Manor School till its closure in 2008 

Elizabeth Berry 
A former Kingsdon resident, much loved by all who know her 

 

Elizabeth had a cottage in Kingsdon from 1968 till 2013.  She had asked her late husband Herbert to find her a 
cottage by the sea.  Near to Charlton Mackrell was what he came up with! And they got into the habit of spending 
part of the year at their Kingsdon  home, and the other part at their home in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada. 
 

Elizabeth was born Elizabeth May McHenry in Plainview, Nebraska of Irish ancestry,  she had 2 sisters, Frances 
and Margaret.   Her father was a miller, unfortunately the mill burned down when Elizabeth was 14. It was insured 
but there wasn't enough money to rebuild so her father sold subscriptions to the Sioux City Post. 
 

Elizabeth learned to drive when she was 13 (her sisters taught her).  She met Herbert in Nebraska, where they at-
tended the University of Nebraska together,  they were engaged something like 8 days after they met followed by 
a simple wedding in 1948.  At university she got a BSc and an MSc and became a biochemist and microbiologist 
working in medical research.  She lived at the school's international house for part of her BA, meeting people from 
around the world, Elizabeth loved university.    
Elizabeth is an avid reader, who loves Trollope, Jane Austen, etc.  She has developed a love of painting especially   
watercolours and sketching, which upon retirement she has been able to do more of and, is a member of Kingsdon 
Art Club   
 

Elizabeth  has 4 children: Margaret, Thomas (Tom), Catherine, and Judith and  12 grandchildren, and 2 great-
grandchildren.  Something of a family tradition developed, the grandchildren were invited over to visit them in 
England when each grandchild turned about 10 years old. 
 

The latest news of Elizabeth  from her daughter Judith in an email to Babs Conway 
 

Today, 11th June  is my mother's 95th birthday! 
 

We had an outdoor lunch with her last weekend to celebrate. I wheeled my mother over to my brother's apartment 
where there's a beautiful outdoor patio and we had a very delicious and windy lunch with cake and candles that 
continually blew out. 
 

As I'm sure you realize, she has been on a long slow decline, so is less and less verbal and not very mobile these 
days but she's often in a good mood and enjoys all sorts of things. 
Tom was afraid he'd be away today, so we celebrated last week. 
Catherine's in Vancouver, hoping to visit in August, and Margaret's working in the north this week. 
I'm still teaching and painting but have no classes today so I'm going to go see my mother. 
I'll take tea and cake and a present and we'll go out to the park. It will be simple but she enjoys the simple things 
in life and, to be honest, she's often more able to enjoy a smaller group. 
She is herself in essence. She still enjoys listening to music, being read to, and admiring the flowers. 
She's often quite confused and needs a 24 hour presence, so she lives in a nursing home. 
 
When Covid hit last spring, 17 people died at her home and the nursing staff was really not able to cope or fully 
isolate the residents. Staff were often obliged to go from the hot zone to the cold zone. Family were not allowed in 
to the home to help. So we took our mother out to live at Margaret's for a couple months. It was intense, she had 
fallen and broken her coxis a few days before and was bedridden and in pain. But she healed remarkably and be-
came much more verbal and mobile. She was also sleeping on a borrowed hospital bed in the middle of Margaret's 
small, crowded living room. So it was pretty chaotic at times. 

Continued on page 4                                    Page 3 



  

When the staffing issues were resolved at her residence, and they were Covid free, we took her back, She rea-
dapted smoothly. My mother has always said she's very 
adaptable! 
 

I've attached some recent photos of her: looking at a card 
from her goddaughter, admiring her Mother's Day flowers, 
and painting. Also, couldn't resist the one of her drawing a 
damn good horse at Margeret's place last June! 
 

We're all fine. Catherine has two grandchildren, soon to have 
three! Tom has been unusually grounded during Covid and 
stayed at his place in Vermont for about 8 months, then came 
back to Montreal, despite the 2-week quarantine. Margaret 
continues to work, though she told us she was going to retire 
this month, she's 70. I think they'll have a hard time replacing 
her. I'm living in my Montreal apartment with a roommate 
(he's a friend - good company and it helps pay the mortgage). 
I'm teaching ESL to recent immigrants. It's been almost all 
online this year and can be intense and tiring but I also enjoy 
it and it's rewarding. I'm still painting too. My youngest, Nel-
son, has been trying to finish his degree online and is work-
ing in a food truck for a local restaurant. Joseph couldn't 
stand the pandemic winter and the curfew in Montreal, so he 
moved to Mexico City in early January. He loves it there! 
He's got an online job in Toronto and is doing his Master's 
remotely. Strangely enough, he's playing a lot of ice hockey. 
He's always been a middling player in Montreal but he's a 
star there and they call him El Canadiense! 
 

How have you been getting along this year? How are Mandy 
and Darrel? Tom and I get the Kingsdon Chronicle from 
Wally, so we have a vague sense of what's going on in the 
village. 
 

Who's living in 4 Kingsdon? Have they changed it much? I know there was a lot of maintenance due when we 
sold it. 

Elizabeth with her granddaughter, also Elizabeth                           
at Glastonbury Abbey  

Kingsdon Knitting Club 
 

The Club’s first meeting for over a year was a great success, and as you can expect after such a long time there 
was plenty of talking and very little knitting taking place!!!  It was so lovely to see everyone, the weather was 
bright and sunny, and a really productive time was spent discussing ideas for future projects. One of these projects 
will centre on the Queens Jubilee to take place at the beginning of June 2022,  we hope to finalise the outline of 
our plans at the July meeting.   As our next meeting will still be within the present COVID restrictions, we hope 
once again that the weather will shine down on us and we can meet outside the shop.  Our thanks to everyone who 
came along it really brought some normality back into our lives. 
 

We were  very sorry to learn that member Margaret (Hill) was in Yeovil Hospital, and hope that by the time the 
Chronicle goes to print she will be home once more and well on the way to recovery.  Margaret we all send you 
our love and best wishes and hope to see you soon.  Next meeting:  Saturday 10th July at 10.30 a.m.  all welcome. 
  
Linda 

Ahead of starting our main work in September, we need to start preparing the site for construction. 
 

You will soon see more of the construction team out and about, where they will start marking out the areas of 
land for the boundary fence installation and setting up our site offices and compounds. 
 

Keep a look out for news of our virtual exhibition we'll be holding in July. This will provide you with an update 
of the construction programme, our plans to manage the traffic and how we will be working alongside nature. 
 
For more information, visit the scheme web page.  —   https://A303 Sparkford to Ilchester - Highways England   

 

HIGHWAYS ENGLAND UPDATES 
A303 Sparkford to Ilchester  
Here is the latest information on the A303 Sparkford to Ilchester scheme 
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Wookey Hole Away 2.00 



 Somerton and Wincanton Newsletter  
Avon and Somerset Police  
Hello and welcome to our June edition of the newsletter. Below are some of the things that the team have been do-
ing over the last month together with useful information for you.  
 
Wincanton  
The Wincanton neighbourhood team will be moving to a new site at Market Place, Wincanton on 14th June. We 
will still have a front office, which will be staffed between 1000-1800 Monday to Friday. We look forward to the 
move and settling in. We have welcomed several new PCSOs to the team over the last few months. Covering Win-
canton town we now have PCSO Louise Perry and PCSO Daniel Humphrey. If you see them out and about please 
say hello and stop for a chat.  
 
 
Theft of dogs  
Between 2230hrs 9th June and 0800hrs 10th June two 
Springer Spaniel (bitches) were stolen from a farm lo-
cated in North Cheriton, Templecombe. The Spaniels 
were both liver and white in colour. Any information in 
relation to this theft of dogs please call 101 quoting – 
5221128731. Let’s get these dogs back to their owners!!  
 
 
 
Rural affairs  
The Rural affairs team have been working around our force area to give 
advice to farmers and try to target harden machinery and property. There are ways of registering property in order 
to track it should it be stolen.  
TER -(The Equipment Register) is Europe’s largest database of plant and equipment  
TER assists the police and law enforcement agencies with the identification and recovery of stolen plant and 
equipment. Our aim is to reduce equipment theft by keeping accurate records of plant ownership – and this is why 
we recommend registering your agricultural and construction items, so we can return them to you in the case of 
theft. https://www.ter-europe.org/  
 
Immobilise 
Immobilise is the world's largest FREE register of possession ownership details and together with its sister sites 
the Police's NMPR and CheckMEND, forms a very effective tool in helping to reduce crime and repatriate recov-
ered personal property to its rightful owners. Immobilise can be used by members of the public and businesses to 
register their valued possessions or company assets, and exclusive to Immobilise all account holders registered 
items and ownership details are viewable on the Police national property database the NMPR. As a direct result of 
Immobilise there are hundreds of cases a week where property is returned or information collected that assists the 
Police in investigating criminal activity involving stolen goods. Immobilise is also the only ownership registration 
service supported by all UK Police forces, the Greater London Authority, and the Mobile Phone Industry. https://
www.immobilise.com/  
 
You can join the Farm Watch or Horse Watch schemes by emailing us at: ruralandwildlifeu-
nit@avonandsomerset.police.uk The schemes are a partnership between police and communities to reduce crime 
and provide an early warning system for the farming and equine communities. Suspicious people and vehicles can 
quickly be reported to the police and we can send live updates alerting members of thefts or criminal activity in the 
area.  
 
The public play a vital role in our fight against crime and sharing any information they’re seeing or hearing can 
help inform our intelligence picture of criminal activity and prevent rural crimes from happening in the first place. 
We want your rural community to be a safer and more crime free area in which to live and work. Help us beat or-
ganised rural crime, maybe you can supply a vital piece of the puzzle.  
 
Sparkford to Bruton - Catalytic converter thefts  
There was a spate of catalytic converter thefts overnight from 23rd May to 24th May. We have been working with 
other forces who have been following information in order to make arrest attempts. The neighbourhood team have 
played a large part in bringing information together and completing house to house. We have been handing out the 
catalytic converter marking kits, which were advertised last month.  
 
Summer time security  
With the warmer weather upon us please can you be mindful to lock doors even when you are inside or in your 
garden. Don’t leave windows open when you go out, even for a short walk. Look at security of your gates, to pre-
vent criminals snooping around the back of your property. We have alarmed padlocks which may be suitable for 
some gates. Please contact SomEastNPTSomertonan@avonandsomerset.police.uk for enquiries.  Page 6 
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Dogs are not permitted on the               
field except when on a lead with its’ 
owner (Kingsdon resident or visitor) 
 and then only on the footpath  
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Cllr. Brian Payne 
Vice-Chairman 

Email: KPCvice-chair@kingsdon.org 
Westgate, Top St. Kingsdon TA11 7JU 

 Tel: 01935 842058 
(Former school field Parish Council) link) 

paul.rowsell@southsomerset.gov.uk   charlie.hull@southsomerset.gov.uk  

KPC-chair@kingsdon.org 

keith.tridgell@kingsdon.org    Tel 07899790713 

Allotment & Church Link 

Email:    phillip_kpc_waters@yahoo.com  
 

Tel: 07815898065 
(Trees) 



 
 
 
 
 

Draft MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
THURSDAY 10th June 2021, Kingsdon Village hall, 7.30pm 

 
Parishioner comment time:  None 
 
District and County councillor time:  C.Hull sent a message to say that 65% of those who voted in the advisory 
poll re the unitary debate voted for Stronger Somerset (twin). Turnout was 25%. 
Also, be mindful that the recycling/refuse collections change end of this month. 
 
Present:   Mr David Beswick (Chairman), Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mr G. Osborne, Mr I Dibben, Mr A. An-
derson, (Parish Councillors); Mrs Kate Hatt (Parish Clerk); Mr K. Tridgell (RFO) plus 4 parishioners. 
 
1. Apologies:  Mrs S Mackay and Mr P. Waters, Mr T. Capozzoli and Mr C. Hull (District councillor), Mr D Rud-
dle (County Councillor). 
 
2. Declarations of Interest:    G.Osborne declared an interest in item 10. 
 
3. Minutes:  The minutes the monthly Parish Council meeting and the annual parish council meeting, held on the 
20th May 2021, and the annual parish meeting, held on the 27th May 2021, which had been previously circulated, 
were proposed by B.Paine and seconded by A.Anderson , and unanimously approved and signed. 
 
4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items:   None 
 
5. Chairman’s Report:   D.Beswick has not yet received a letter back from the Commanding Officer at Yeovilton, 
but we are hoping that he will come along to our next meeting. 
 
6. Correspondence:     The PCSO report for May/June has been circulated to councillors. 
 
7.1 and 7.2 Finance- report and cheque signing.  
 
 

 

KPC Current Account Opening balance as at 01.05.2021 £21,037.82 
40 Net Cheque /Standing Order Cleared Balance £920.01 
  Payments/Transfer In - VATrefund £688.02/Allotment £16 £704.02 
  Transfer Out - £0.00 
  Closing Balance as at 28.05.2021 £20,821.83 

  
Unpresented Cheques- 100656-KPCC Graveyard Mainenance 
£1,200/100657-Kchronicle£150 £1,350.00 

  True Balance as at 28.05.2021 £19,471.83 
   

KPC General Reserve A/C Opening balance as at 01.05.2021 £5,000.00 
51 Net Cheque Balance £0.00 
  Interest - £0.00 
  Transfer In £0.00 
  Transfer Out - nil £0.00 
  Closing Balance as at 28.05.2021 £5,000.00 

   
KPC Earmarked Reserve 
A/C Opening balance as at 01.05.2021 £45,356.71 
43 Transfer In £0.00 
  Interest £0.00 
  Transfer Out £0.00 
  Closing Balance as at 28.05.2021 £45,356.71 
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K.Tridgell talked through the May accounts which have been circulated to councillors. 
 
The payments were proposed by B.Paine, seconded by I. Dibben, all in favour. 
 
The AGAR needs approval, this was signed. 
An internal audit has been done by Accounting angels, they have responded to say that all has been approved. 
 
The annual governance statement was signed by the chairman and the clerk. 
 
The notice of public rights will now be displayed on the notice board and on the website. 
 
8. Permissive footpath towards Ilchester:   We currently cannot walk from Kingsdon out onto the levels with-
out trespassing. I.Dibben has approached a farmer to see if we can put a permissive footpath across his land which 
will enable us to do this. We won’t be able to put gates all the way through due to potential issues of cattle being 
let through. We can put styles in though. South Somerset will now contact the farmer officially. This should all 
happen over the next couple of mouths. 
The councillors had no objections. 
 
9. Lay by at North end of Middle Street:   After heavy rain a lot of water builds up in this layby and takes a 
while to drain away. We could build the layby slightly higher to enable it to not sit there and run away. 
It was raised that currently, this leaves a muddy section which provides housing material for the swallows. 
I.Dibben decided to therefore look at this further before making a decision. 
 
10. Queen’s Platinum Jubilee:  Requests from the festival committee: 
Would like to hold an event this year e.g. a BBQ and bar, family events. 
Also, a full bash for the jubilee – bank holiday weekend, marquee, fete, evening events etc in 2022. 
 
I.Dibben proposed that we allow the field to be used for these events and the costs are put through the KCP to 
claim back VAT and be covered by the KPC insurance, seconded by A.Anderson, all in favour. 
 
11. Section 106 money: 
We have some money available for children’s play equipment and village hall, this is now in danger of being lost. 
We are not inclined to wish to purchase more play equipment. 
The two younger child’s swings need to be replaced – we have asked for a quotation. We also need to potentially 
replace some of the matting. We are in dialogue with SSDC to try to access these funds. 
We may be able to access the village hall money now as it can be used either for a new build or refurbishments. 
Action - K.Hatt to contact Nathan at SSDC and arrange a site visit. 
 
12. Repairs to village field stone walls:  The wall needs to be repaired. The vegetation has been killed off, we 
now need to do the repairs. We are looking for people who build stone walls as our existing contacts are now not 
available, we need to get quotations. If anyone knows of anyone please let David Beswick know. 
 
Date of next meeting:     Monthly meeting – 8th July 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.08pm 

Clerk Services Payroll of £100pm June 2019 until further notice and 
RFO Services Payroll as from 04.2020 until further notice   KPCM 11/4/19(Clerk) 

Kate Hatt - Clerk services £100.00 
Standing order 

K Tridgell - RFO Services £120.00 
Standing order 

Accounting Angels- AGAR Audit 2020/21 Financial Statement £132.00 
OLT20210620 

  
    

   
TOTAL ACTAUL EXPENDITURE - Up to10.06.2021 £352.00  
Amount approval (less S.O. pre approved clerk & RFO) £132.00  
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Draft MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PLANNING MEETING HELD ON 
Thursday 10th June 2021 IN THE VILLAGE HALL, straight after the monthly meeting. 

 
Present:  
Mr D.Beswick (Chairperson), Mr B.Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mr P. Waters, Mr A. Anderson, (Parish Councillors), 
Mrs K Hatt and 7 parishioners. 
 
1.Apologies: 
Mr I. Dibben and Mrs S Mackay 
 
2. Declarations of Interest: 
Mr I.Dibben 
, 
3. Previous minutes 
The minutes of the last planning meeting were read, approved and signed. This was proposed by I.Dibben, second-
ed by B.Paine, all were in favour. 
 
4. Determination of Planning applications 
None received. 
 
5. Planning applications 
 
APPLICATION NO. 21/01389/LBC 
 
APPLICANT Ian Lucy Dibben 
 
PROPOSAL: Preventative structural work to the wall and roof to stop movement and preserve the long-term integ-
rity of the building. 
 
LOCATION: 27 North Town Kingsdon Somerton TA11 7LF 
 
To preserve the state of the building. Neighbours have permission already and they would like to do the work at 
the same time. 
 
KPC have no objectives. 
 
Planning meeting briefing has been received. There was a phosphates update, they mention a phosphate calculator 
to assist with planning applications. SSDC also now has its own ecologist. Therefore, there seems to be some small 
movement in the planning department now. 
 
 
ACTION: K Hatt to email the comments to the planning inspector 
 
Meeting closed at 8.13pm. 
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The Kingsdon Chronicle 
 

The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation.  Cheques pay-
able to ‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’   The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers If you wish me to 
publish an article,  please email your request with the details or send it in writing.  Requesting publication you are agreeing 
your article can be published on the Kingsdon website at:   http://www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/      Please  ensure 
I acknowledge receipt.  Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the 
views of The Kingsdon Chronicle production  team. The editor will assume that all material supplied is original, or from 
copyright free sources.  (It is the contributor’s responsibility to gain any necessary permissions and to provide acknowledg-
ments).”   Editor:  Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW  Tel 01935 841444,    Mobile 07990673935,                       
Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com    www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/ 



MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
Thursday 20th May 2021 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm 

 
Present: Mr D. Beswick, Mr B.Paine, Mr A. Anderson, Mr G. Osborne, Mrs S. Mackay, Mr P. Waters, Mr I. Dib-
ben (Parish Councillors); Mr Dean Ruddle (County Councillor) Mr T. Capozzoli (District councillor); Mr K. 
Tridgell (RFO); Mrs K Hatt (Parish Clerk) plus 7 parishioners 
 

1.Apologies:   None 
 

Minutes:   These were approved two years ago. No meeting was held last year due to covid. 
 

2. Election of Chairman:    Nominations for the position of Chairman of Kingsdon Parish Council were called 
for. 
Mr. David Beswick was proposed by B.Paine and seconded by G.Osborne. 
 

There were no other nominations and Mr David Beswick was duly elected, all were in favour. 
 

3. Election of Deputy Chairman:  Nominations for the position of Deputy Chairman of Kingsdon Parish Council 
were called for. 
Mr. Brian Paine was proposed by D.Beswick and seconded by I.Dibben. 
 

There were no other nominations and Mr. Brian Paine was duly elected, all were in favour. 
 

4. Confirmation of Councillors specific areas of responsibility 
 

Mr D Beswick – environment, allotments (managed elsewhere but he remains the councilor link), church link, fly 
tipping and litter, defibrillator 
Mr I Dibben – Village hall link, footpaths, website and maps 
Mr G Osborne – highways, ditches, verges, footpaths and parish plan 
Mrs S. Mackay – Shop link and parish plan 
Mr P Waters –Trees, drains 
Mr B Paine – Former school field 
Mr A Anderson – Play equipment checks 
Insurance and finance – the Responsible Financial Officer, K.Tridgell 
 

5. Review of Council policies:    Councillors have all had a look at the current policies. Everyone was happy; they 
have all been modelled on the salc and nalc versions. There was a minor change to the standing orders which 
councillors have seen. 
David B nominated that we accept these policies, B.Paine seconded, all in favour. 
 

6. Presentation of accounts:   K.Tridgell talked through the figures. 
Any questions about end of year finances? 
A budget comparison has been sent to councillors. 
The AGAR Return, including the Accounts Summary will be posted on the KPC website by July 1st. 
 

7. Future meeting dates:    We will continue to have monthly meetings on the second Thursday of the month, 
with the exception of August. 
Annual parish meeting, will be Thursday 27th May – arrive for 7.30pm 
 

The meeting ended at 7.42pm. 
The Parish council monthly meeting was held immediately afterwards. 
 

Draft MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
THURSDAY 20th May 2021, Kingsdon Village hall, 7.30pm 

 

Parishioner comment time:  Any parishioner is able to talk at this point, relating to matters of the council, for up 
to 3 minutes. Without repetition of previous points made. If you prefer to talk at the agenda item, the chairman can 
allow this.  -   No items this week. 
 
District and County councillor time: 
T. Capozzoli – reminder that there is a poll shortly for the new way forward with Somerset – One Somerset or 
Stronger Somerset. There is still a hold up on planning applications across south Somerset. Claire Pastel – tempo-
rary CEO for South Somerset. Many changes currently in the leadership at South Somerset. 
C.Hull reminded us that black bins will only be collected every three weeks from next week – so work harder on 
recycling. 
D.Ruddle said that the current phosphate issue may hold things up until October within the planning department. 
The one Somerset or Strong Somerset decision will be made by the government. There is a poll on the 4th June, 
but the government will still make the ultimate decision. The poll is to get your feedback, it is not a compulsory 
vote 
 
 



Present:                Mr David Beswick (Chairman), Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mr G. Osborne, Mr I Dibben, 
Mr A. Anderson, Mrs S Mackay and Mr P. Waters (Parish Councillors); Mr T. Capozzoli (District councillor), Mr 
D Ruddle (County Councillor), Mrs Kate Hatt (Parish Clerk); Mr K. Tridgell (RFO) plus 7 parishioners. 
 
1. Apologies:        None 
 
2. Declarations of Interest:    None other than already declared. 
 
3. Minutes:   The minutes the monthly Parish Council meeting held on the 11th March 2021, which had been pre-
viously circulated, were proposed by B.Paine and seconded by G.Osborne , and unanimously approved and 
signed. 
 
4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items:    None 
 
5. Chairman’s Report:    Nothing to report. 
 
6. Correspondence:  An email received from a parishioner to see if we could contact Yeovilton regarding flights 
over Kingsdon. 
D.Beswick has written to commanding officer pointing out that there has been an increase in flights and they used 
to be re-routed, no answer as yet. 
T.Capozzoli has contact details for a man at Yeovilton who would come to a meeting and answer questions should 
we require it. 
 
7.1 and 7.2 Finance- report and cheque signing.      K.Tridgell talked through the April accounts which have 
been circulated to councillors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KPC Current Account Opening balance as at 01.04.2021 £2,251.25 
40 Net Cheque /Standing Order Cleared Balance £1,384.43 
  Payments/Transfer In - nil £20,171.00 
  Transfer Out - £0.00 
  Closing Balance as at 30.04.2021 £21,037.82 
  Unpresented Cheques- 100635 KVH £30.80 £30.80 
  True Balance as at 30.04.2021 £21,007.02 

   
KPC General Reserve 
A/C Opening balance as at 01.04.2021 £5,000.00 
51 Net Cheque Balance £0.00 
  Interest - £0.00 
  Transfer In £0.00 
  Transfer Out - nil £0.00 
  Closing Balance as at 30.04.2021 £5,000.00 

   
KPC Earmarked Re-
serve A/C Opening balance as at 01.04.2021 £45,356.71 
43 Transfer In £0.00 
  Interest £0.00 
  Transfer Out £0.00 
  Closing Balance as at 30.04.2021 £45,356.71 

Clerk Services Payroll of £100pm June 2019 until further notice and RFO Services 
Payroll as from 04.2020 until further notice   KPCM 11/4/19(Clerk) 

Kate Hatt - Clerk services £100.00 Standing order 
K Tridgell - RFO Services £120.00 Standing order 
Church Maintenance Grant 2021/22 £1,200.00 Chq 100656 
Kingsdon Chronicle Grant £150.00 Chq 100657 
Second set of goalposts - Premier Leisure Ltd (puchased by G Osborn) £104.90 OLT20200511 
Alec Anderson - Fuel Expenses £115.64 chq 100659 
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We can now start paying on-line.  
If we need to put in a claim, it is useful to let K.Tridgell know the bank details. 
Larger goal posts have been bought for the field using 106 money. 
 
The payments were proposed by B.Paine, seconded by I. Dibben, all in favour. 
 
 8. Date of next meeting 
Monthly meeting – 10th June 2021. 
Annual Parish meeting – 27th May 2021. June 2021.  
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.07pm 
 

 
DRAFT MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PLANNING MEETING HELD ON 

THURSDAY 20th MAY 2021 IN THE VILLAGE HALL, straight after the monthly meeting. 
 
Present: Mr D.Beswick (Chairperson), Mr B.Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mr P. Waters, Mr A. Anderson, Mr I. Dibben 
and Mrs S Mackay (Parish Councillors), Mrs K Hatt and 7 parishioners. 
 
1.Apologies: 
None 
 
2. Declarations of Interest: 
Mr G.Osborne – a neighbor, left the meeting. 
, 
3. Previous minutes 
The minutes of the last planning meeting were read, approved and signed. This was proposed by B.Paine, second-
ed by P.Waters, all were in favour. 
 
4. Determination of Planning applications 
None received. 
 
5. Planning applications 
 
Application Reference: 21/01481/HOU 
What is proposed? The erection of a single storey link extension to connect the two existing parts of the property, a 
new two bay carport structure with an attached shed and siting of a small pre-fabricated home office building. 
 
Where is it proposed? Barn Cottage Pitts Lane Kingsdon Somerton 
 
No comment. 
 
We don’t currently address tree applications as we are not asked for comments. D. Beswick has asked P. Paulton if 
this is the best procedure as we may be not involved in potentially contentious issues. 
 
T.Cappozoli has recommended putting TPO’s on trees. P.Waters is in the process of doing this. 
 
D.Beswick is writing a comment in response to 6 Lime Tree Close on behalf of the parish council. 
 
P.Waters has been receiving positive questions about trees. 
 
 
ACTION: K Hatt to email the comments to the planning inspector and to ask about tree application procedures 
 
Meeting closed at 8.20pm. 
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MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON 
THURSDAY MAY 27th 2021 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm 

 
Present: Mr D. Beswick (Chairman); Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman); G. Osborne, S. Mackay , A. Anderson (Parish 
Councillors) and Mrs. K Hatt (Parish Clerk) plus parishioners. 
 
The Chairman, Mr D. Beswick, gave the following report: 
 
Welcome everybody. Just to reiterate what Kate said in an earlier email, this is a Parish meeting, not a council 
meeting and basically the floor is yours to talk about any subject you may think will interest the village. Whilst it 
is helpful to let Kate know beforehand so that it can be put on the agenda, if there is anybody here who would like 
to raise a subject not on the agenda, I can add it to the end. 
 
Although there has been some lifting of Covid restrictions, the organisation guiding Village Halls has advised that 
we must continue to observe certain arrangements and in our case that involves the number of people allowed to 
take part. We have also been advised to observe social distancing where possible and for people attending to wear 
masks. This makes it a bit difficult to talk to the room so when it’s your turn, I would suggest that you step up to 
the front of the room and take your mask off whilst you speak. 
 
From the point of view of the council, it has been a very quiet year. Those of you who attended last week’s council 
meeting will have noted that we had a largish under spend due mainly to not being able to get things done under 
Covid restrictions. Those things need to be done as soon as we can and one of our first jobs this year will be to get 
things moving again. 
 
I know that the lack of any progress on the proposed Kingsdon Estate development is on everybody’s mind but 
until the County and District Councils can reach and understanding with Wessex Water of what can be done to re-
duce the level of phosphate contamination of the water catchment area, no developments other than single property 
alterations will be approved. At the last sounding, this was unlikely to happen much before October. 
 
Also, in the pipeline, is the revised Village Plan. Whilst a lot of the feedback has already been incorporated, there 
are a number of issues that depend on the way forward with the proposed development and there seems little point 
in proceeding until we have a way forward. 
 
County Councillors Report – Mr D Ruddle 
Submitted after the meeting: 
 
It has been extremely difficult year for all of us and from March we saw the whole country go into national lock-
down.  
Somerset county council and other Authorities alike decided to run the council through delegated powers. Weekly 
Covid meeting were held to inform the councillors what was going on within the county and there areas . I felt 
these meeting were so important that I made sure that the weekly reports were sent out to all my parishes.  
 
Somerset county council still continue to make financial savings and due to the pandemic this has only made it 
more difficult.  
Some extra funding has come from central government which has helped soften the blow however over the fore-
seeable years more saving will have to happen.  
This is becoming totally unsustainable and that’s why Somerset will become a Unitary Authority of some kind. 
Debates are fully on going with SCC and the 4 District council on a One or two Unitary Authority model of local 
government .  
The Initial estimates show that around £18m pounds could be released annually to invest into front line services as 
well as providing the public with greater clarity with contact on public services. SCC and the Districts councils 
have also stressed the increased roles that Town and Parishes would be able to play in the governance of the Coun-
ty to ensure local participation and consideration. The next stage has already been triggered with no county elec-
tions this year and both business cases have been submitted to the Government for consideration. We now await 
the decision.  
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Climate emergency grants became available to all the areas however due to the large take up many schemes did 
not get through however there will be more funding available into the future.  
 
SCC and SSDC. I believe being elected to both SCC and SSDC has huge benefits .This allows me to bring togeth-
er officers from both authorities adding additional benefits to the residents within our area. 
 
I believe working together with the community is the best way of working. I will continue to work with local peo-
ple to try and help them achieve what they want.  
 
District Councillors Report - Cllr Charlie Hull, Cllr Tony Capozzoli, Cllr Paul Rowsell  
 

New Unitary Authority Proposals 
An ‘advisory’ resident’s poll with respect to this is imminent, which you will soon be receiving notification of. It 
should be concluded by June 7th and we are expecting the Secretary of State’s decision mid/late-Summer. Just a 
reminder of the political preferences in the county for this, in terms of how elected representatives responded: 
 

For the ‘Stronger Somerset’ case; creating twin unitary authorities on an East/West basis: 169. 
For the ‘One Somerset’ case; creating a single unitary authority for the entire county: 56. 
 

All three of your District Councillors voted for ‘Stronger Somerset’. The majority who voted for ‘One Somerset’ 
are serving County Councillors. 
 

Clearly, 75% of elected councillors from across the county representing their varied communities does, at least, 
give the twin unitary proposal a fair degree of democratic legitimacy. We all feel that there are more opportunities 
than threats contained within the twin unitary approach, not least in tackling the pressing problems experienced by 
adult social care and children’s services. 
 

The devil, as ever, will be in the detail. It is too early to be speculating on exactly where and with whom specific 
responsibilities would lie, but the underlying approach agreed on by all is to keep key decision-making processes 
as locally based as possible. 
 
Planning 
The planning department is still under exceptional strain, as you are no doubt aware. Whilst local area committees 
are now beginning to reconvene after several months off, this is still monthly via zoom. However, many key of-
ficer personnel, including those with in depth and specialist knowledge of our patch, have sadly left or will be do-
ing so shortly. Factor in Covid19, the delays created by the Phosphates issue, uncertainty over the Government’s 
‘new/revised’ planning ideas and the looming unitary decision and we are still left with a situation that can only 
politely be described as ‘challenging’. You should have been sent the 5-year housing supply document from the 
council which gives a good indication of the current state of play, and further supporting materials can be found 
on the SSDC website. 
 

The debate and focus now is as much concerned with housing ‘type’ as it is to ‘numbers’. Due to the ageing de-
mographic of the county and pressing environmental concerns, along with other predominantly rural areas there is 
a recognition that smaller scale developments with a minimal carbon footprint (particularly reference transport) 
are perhaps the optimum way to meet local need. Another polite reminder on a procedural issue; kindly note that it 
is always wise for us elected members to wait for the officer’s report before we add any considered comments on 
individual planning applications. Due to the current situation, these reports are taking longer to finalise than usual 
and so we thank you on behalf of the council for your continued patience. 
 

Area East is meeting on 19th May for the first time since January. There are no substantive planning issues to con-
tend with, mostly due to the embargo caused by the phosphates issue. We are aware of the backlog, and hope for 
meaningful progress as we move into Summer. The area committee also considers grant applications for localities 
and scrutinises local and forward plans, and there have been many successes in local charities and community en-
terprises being awarded funds. Of particular note this year was approval of the Somerset ‘Rail to Trail’ project, a 
scheme to use disused railroads to enable active travel options and re-vitalise the local communities and econo-
mies. It is still early days with this project, but it’s well led and has enormous potential to improve outcomes for 
health and well-being, in addition to making a big dent in helping us reach net-zero carbon emissions by 2030. 
 

We are often asked about the progress of delivering on affordable housing, and ensuring developers stay true to 
their initial agreements in providing the same. There appears to come confusion as to what currently constitutes 
‘affordable’ and how closely the consideration is linked to state of the local economy. There is an additional con-
cern that prioritising the needs of local families who wish to stay in close proximity to the area often gets forgot-
ten in the planning process. These issues have been raised in various committees, and further guidance will be ar-
riving in due 
course. (It has also been noted that local house price inflation in the past year has the potential to exacerbate the 
problem). 
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Environment 
We are delighted that the electric car charging points are now installed in Ilchester and will be monitoring their 
usage closely. With further roll-outs expected across the county this is a very positive development that will lessen 
our dependence on fossil fuels, creating cleaner air. However, the biggest barrier to electrification remains cost, 
and SSDC are shortly to conclude a consultation into an electric car-share scheme for small communities as one 
way of mitigating this, which does hold some promise. The electric scooters in Yeovil and Chard appear to be 
gaining in popularity, especially with Summer approaching, although we are mindful that walking, cycling and 
public transport should always be promoted first. Transport is a county council issue at present, but we remain 
keen to establish the extent of local need for local bus services and alternative routes. (And Cllrs Capozzoli and 
Hull are still championing the possibility of a serviceable cycle-route Limington-Yeovil!) 
 

The parish tree planting scheme was highly popular and I shall be encouraging further such schemes in the future. 
Somerset lags a long way behind other predominantly rural counties in terms of tree cover, and if ever there was an 
easy and popular win for any new unitary authorities then this is surely it. 
 

The Environment Champion scheme is progressing well, and several new individuals with exciting ideas have re-
cently volunteered. Some are already having a significant impact in their communities, engaged on projects that 
bring people of all ages together and receiving near unanimous support. Once we all ‘open up’ I suspect there will 
be many productive face-to-face meetings over the next year which should certainly give all the micro-schemes 
under consideration a great boost. 
 

It’s not too late to get involved, and is a great way to make friendly connections with likeminded folk from other 
parishes - it’s a popular activity within Area East. Do let me know if you require further information. 
We are also coming across a lot of interesting, small-scale, local energy schemes that are seeking expressions of 
interest and support from surrounding Parish Councils. It would be good to bring these groups together when safe 
and legal to do so, as I suspect interest in this would be high. SSDC are themselves progressing with such a 
scheme for their own estate, and the experiences of this project should hopefully inform how best to engage with 
localities in replicating such initiatives. 
 
Recycling 
 

You have probably been receiving the updates from Somerset Waste Partnership, but I would like to stress that 
South Somerset is scheduled for the Recycle More rollout for Mid-June – not long! Most significant change is that 
black bins will be taken every 3 weeks, as opposed to the current two. The ‘blue bag’ for all recyclables would be 
taken weekly, in the expectation that the black bin, by default, becomes less full. We do anticipate some kick-back 
to this scheme, as such changes usually create initial frustration. In particular, large households/families will need 
to start managing their waste with great vigilance. There are ongoing consultations regarding this, and I would en-
courage everyone to engage with these, plenty of good online resources and help available. 
 

The best advice, observations we have to offer; 
 

1) Single Use Plastics (SUPs). Kindly avoid these! They do not recycle easily if at all, clog up your black bins and 
will not be collected by the SWP staff. We know it’s easier said than done but, whenever possible, take your own 
bags/containers when shopping to avoid having to purchase SUP-encased products. (I have re-usable tubs for pasta 
and rice and dedicated sacks for bread and related products, for example). We are constantly pressuring retailers to 
make this shopping method easier for customers, so please do join us in making your views known. 
 

2) Supermarket re-cycling centres. Many of these have recently had new equipment installed which makes deposit-
ing of cardboard, plastic bottles etc, a lot easier than it was before; do take advantage, as it will significantly reduce 
pressure on your boxes. In the past year of lockdown cardboard, in particular, has become a problem due to the 
plethora of home deliveries criss-crossing the county, and supermarkets are the best first option to deposit this, 
mindful of the strong winds often being an issue ref. kerbside collection of this product. 
 

3) Shop/source locally. Not only are you far less likely to incur needless and environmentally damaging packaging, 
but you are helping your local economy whilst strengthening community bonds. Milk is a perfect example of a 
product that can be delivered in re-usable glass bottles from a local dairy that may be struggling to stay afloat fi-
nancially; using them means helping your neighbours as well as the healing the planet and keeping your boxes/bins 
emptier. Just one of many examples. 
 
Council Tax Support 
 

The new support scheme for South Somerset residents should make it far easier for households in straitened finan-
cial circumstances to manage their payments more easily. The Scrutiny committee and officers have worked over 
the year to make this fit for purpose. When the furlough scheme is finally ended by the Government, we anticipate 
there will be many additional households experiencing financial distress, so this reform is timely. 
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Meetings 
 

The ‘Hybrid’ model, as with the rest of the country, is emerging as the favoured option reference the future hold-
ing of all council meetings. Remote ‘Zoom’, ‘Teams’ etc. technological platforms have worked very well for some 
bodies and committees, less so for others. It is felt that contentious large planning decisions, for example, may be 
more efficaciously dealt with via the traditional face-to-face model, whereas sub-committee work actually benefits 
from meeting remotely, not least environmentally and in terms of operating costs. 
 

As we approach Summer, the wish to re-establish the human interactions of meeting face to face is only natural. 
We’ve all been cooped up a long time. However, we would suggest that the option of meeting remotely should al-
ways be available, and mindful of those who find attending in person problematic, whether due to distance, health 
or mobility issues. And, perhaps, recognise that we might all feel differently about meeting again in the community 
or village hall on a cold, dark, wet/snowy evening in January or February, compared to a balmy June or July, 
knowing that the remote option is always available. Just a thought. 
 

Best wishes,  Cllrs T. Capozzoli, C. Hull, P. Rowsell Northstone, Ivlchester and St. Michael’s Ward South Somer-
set District Council May 2021 
 
KINGSDON COMMUNITY SHOP by Isobel Thomson, KCS Chairman 
 

In a very difficult year for everyone, the Kingsdon Community Shop has continued to operate and serve our local 
community. At a time when shelves were empty in the chain supermarkets, our local shop was able to source prod-
uct for the villagers and keep operating 6 days a week, albeit on somewhat reduced hours. 
 

With many of the shop volunteers needing to self-isolate, there have been challenges in keeping the shop fully 
manned but thanks to Chris Taylor, who manages the staffing rota, and many existing volunteers and some new 
ones, the shop was able to operate between 8am – 12pm extending to 1pm later in the year. The shop has taken 
measures to ensure it is Covid Safe at all times with the installation of a hand sanitising station, counter screen, the 
provision of masks, track & trace system, reduced customer numbers in the shop at one time and a one-way sys-
tem. 
 

The shop has not stood still over the past year and in March this year was computerised thanks to Tim Taylor and 
some interference from me! The new system brings many benefits, particularly in our ability to track stock, set 
pricing and reduce human error as all products are now scanned at the till and the pricing held in the system. It has 
also provided enhanced visibility of sales which in turn gives insights as to how we continue to offer products that 
appeal to our customer base. We can even take payments over the phone now for those placing orders. Thanks to a 
grant from the Parish Council, the shop has also been able to invest in a purpose-built counter which has given us 
additional shelving and an improved system for scanning sales. 
 

The shop continues to provide essentials, sourced locally wherever possible with fresh milk deliveries from Bruton 
Dairy on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays each week. Fresh bread is delivered from the A303 Bakery on 
Wednesdays, Fridays and Saturdays and is available to order. Butter and cheese are sourced from Barbers in 
Ditcheat and eggs from Catford Farm, to name just a few. Thanks to all the volunteers, too many to name individu-
ally, who manage the stock levels, place and collect orders - without your support the shop could not operate. 
 

The café is now back and operational with the tables set out to be Covid Secure. Why not pop in soon for a natter 
and a coffee with a delicious piece of cake – thanks to Jackie Ellis for the ongoing supply of tempting treats. 
 

The Kingsdon Community Shop is a huge asset to our village. Not only does it provide easy access to everyday 
essentials and some specialty items, it also adds value to our properties. Every house that has been put on the mar-
ket in recent months has described the benefit of the local shop in the house particulars. Whilst support of the shop 
was strong over the past year, we have seen it tailing off as we start to go back to a more normal way of living as 
restrictions are lifted. Your shop needs your ongoing support so please consider using it for a few essentials every 
week to ensure it continues to be viable long-term. 
Card payments can now be taken over the phone. 
 

A huge thank-you to all involved in running the shop was expressed from the parishioners. 
 
KINGSDON BOULES AND CROQUET CLUB by Nina Carlisle 
 

2020, was a difficult year for all clubs but we did manage to play during the summer break when Covid restrictions 
were temporarily lifted. We were extremely fortunate with the weather and played 14 games. We did miss our tea 
and cake after the game but adhered strictly to the rules. Although club membership fees were waived for that 
year, as agreed, £200 was paid to the cricket club as our contribution to maintenance costs. 
Following the partial easing of Covid restrictions, our club started playing again this year on April 15th as planned. 
In accordance with the rules we were initially just six players but since then and with further relaxation of re-
strictions, we have grown to 16. We have arranged taster sessions for10 new players and are looking forward to 
many more weeks of gentle exercise and friendly competition on a Thursday afternoon. Not to mention the re-
sumption of tea and cake! Page 18 



 TABLE TENNIS by Nina Carlisle 
 

We were not able to play last year as the Village Hall was closed in accordance with Covid guidance. Unfortu-
nately, whether or not the Village Hall reopens, it is felt that it would not be possible to play safely just yet. Sadly, 
playing doubles table tennis does not lend itself easily to social distancing. 
A big thank you is owed to Martin Singleton, who ran the club so well for more than 20 years. He has now moved 
to Langport so Ben and I have taken over for the time being. We are all looking forward to getting back to normal-
ity and once more enjoying a bit of exercise and friendly competition on a Tuesday evening, not to mention the 
glass or two afterwards in the Kingsdon Inn. 
 

It is hoped that the afternoon club will be resumed after June 21st. 
 
Kingsdon Chronicle report by Wally Elliott: 
 

The Chronicle has had another busy year, and despite some technical problems with printing, we have reached 
Chronicle issue No 165. All issues have been delivered to virtually every household in the village, either by email 
or hard copy or being posted further afield, also emailed to many people around Britain and to Australia, Canada, 
USA, Sweden & Italy. All this without missing a month since issue No.1was published on 1st October 2007. All 
165 issues of the Chronicle are now available for viewing on the Village website at kingsdon.org. 
 

The question of only email copies was examined. but ruled out due to not everyone being online plus a lot of peo-
ple telling me they prefer to have a printed copy to hand that is readily available for referring to. 
 

When I first started the Chronicle at our own expense, I promised a copy would be delivered to every household in 
the Parish of Kingsdon. I have endeavored to keep this promise despite some people failing to acknowledge any 
communication from me or bothering to join the Kingsdon Chronicle 100+ Club, which is our main source of in-
come. Such is life! 
 

At this point I should mention the effect the pandemic had on Chronicle delivery, and thank all those who came 
forward to help, in particular Martin Gilmore who as soon as my predicament of having to ‘Shield’ was an-
nounced he immediately came forward to offer his services. 
 

Printing. Until last month all the Chronicle printing was done using a UTAX P-4531DN which was gave a very 
fast duplex print. I had bought this printer from Lynx Copiers in 2016, costing £695. Towards the end of March 
this year it started to cause problems and I was unable to print issue 164 on it. I tried to find a local printer techni-
cian but due to the pandemic, no-one would look at it for me, so I ended up using my own old Epson printer which 
was very slow and gave a very poor print. I decided a reserve printer was needed so after some research I bought a 
fairly cheap Xerox from Printerland costing £183.51. Whilst not as fast as the Utax, it did the job and Chronicle 
issue 165 looked our normal standard.      The Xerox is my 4th laser printer. 
 
Chronicle Production cost. 
With the introduction of email delivery, I have managed to reduce the cost of production, instead of printing 175 
copies I am now only printing on average 35 copies per month. This amounts to approximately 875 printed pages 
as opposed to, before the email delivery, 4375 printed pages per month. 
For many years I have had a contract for the supply of toner and maintenance, originally with Lynx Copiers of 
Yeovil who I bought the Chronicle printers from until they were taken over by Direct-tec group of Westerham 
Kent. This month Direct-tec were taken over by a multinational company, Apogee Corporation Ltd. The agree-
ment I had with Lynx Copiers was, I paid for every printed page irrespective of how much print was on it. This 
agreement was carried on by Direct-tec who at the end of 2020 charged 1.585p per printed page plus VAT which 
equates to about 48p for a 25-page Chronicle. (The printer automatically sent Direct-tec each month the meter 
reading on my printer) When I reduced the number of printed pages due to emailing the Chronicle, I was charged 
a minimum monthly fee of £29.22 which had slowly increased over the last year. 
On top of the printing cost is the price of A4 paper which is approx. 1p per sheet. There is cheaper paper, but it is 
not recommended for laser printing as each sheet will shed a small amount of dust and clog the machine. 
 
Kingsdon Chronicle Fund for 2020 and 2021 
 
The primary finance for the Chronicle is from the 100 Club, with each member paying £12 per annum, with £350 
going out in prizes during the year. 
 
At the start of this year there were 72 paid up members made up of 56 Kingsdon residents from 36 of the 166 in-
habited dwellings and 16 people supporting from outside of Kingsdon. 
 
As of 21st May the funds stood at £785.21 (which includes a Kingsdon Parish Council contribution of £150) with 
an anticipated expenditure for the remainder of the financial year of £400. Leaving a surplus of £385 before any 
further income for the year is received. Page 19 



Kingsdon Chronicle Fund for 2020 and 2021 
Brought forward as of 1st January 2020      £1158.82           Brought forward as of 1st January 2021        £1292.38 
Income                                                         £1363.30            Income                                                               £54.64 
Expenditure                                                 £1229.74            Expenditure                                                      £711.81 
Excess income/expenditure                           £133.56            Excess income/expenditure                           - £657.17 
Fund total as at 31st December 2020           £1292.38           Fund total as at 18th May 2021                        £635.21 

Please note the majority of income is from the 100 club membership that comes in towards the end of the year. 

ALL SAINTS’ PARISH CHURCH, KINGSDON By Nick Allen 
 

In common with PCCs throughout the land, 2020 was an incredibly difficult year for Kingsdon PCC, not least be-
cause the Church was shut for a large part of the year due to Covid. During the first lockdown we were prevented 
from holding our annual meeting and elections in April 2020. The Church calendar year of 2019 was therefore 
extended by a further six months until 19th October 2020. 
 

As the number of “live” services during the lockdown was severely restricted (though they continued to be 
streamed live via Zoom) we suffered a corresponding reduction in collections from services during the year 
amounting to £910. 
 

Preliminary meetings were held in the year to establish an organisation to be known as Friends of All Saints 
Kingsdon (“FOASK”) whose main role will be to raise funds for the maintenance of the Church (as opposed to 
subsidising its annual ministry costs which will remain the responsibility of the PCC). Because of Covid, FOASK 
has been left on hold as it has not been possible yet to hold fund-raising events. Various proposals have, however, 
been put forward for its future structuring and operation, and it will hopefully get off the ground later this year. It 
was agreed to have a joint FOASK/PCC house letter drop as well as our Wallygram and Chronicle routes, as a 
fund-raising initiative via gift aided donations, and we now have over 20 Standing Orders and one-off donations. 
In 2020, kind villagers donated £5200 and £2140 towards Church funds which was incredibly generous. 
 

We have still had to pay the annual Parish Share of nearly £7000 to the Bath & Wells Diocese despite the lock-
down, though in the current calendar year the Diocese has agreed to accept ongoing reduced monthly payments 
for the time being, but the shortfall will remain as a debt to be paid as soon as we are able to do so. 
 

A spate of churchyard working parties was held in the Autumn of 2020 which, in conjunction with our regular 
grass-cutting, have led to the churchyard looking as tidy as it has ever been. We have also recently had the light-
ning conductor and electrical system checked to comply with our insurance requirements, and we will shortly be 
modernising the timing mechanism of the heating system. We are incredibly grateful to the Kingsdon PC for its 
annual grant towards churchyard maintenance expenses. 
 

By the time this report is read out to you, I will have stood down as PCC Secretary after 9 years in post, and Bel 
my wife will have retired as churchwarden after spells of duty totaling about 20 years. Chris Taylor has kindly 
agreed to take over as Secretary but we still have to find a replacement for Bel. Our Priest-in-Charge, Rev Alan 
Symonds, has announced that he will be retiring in January 2022 which will leave a vacancy while a replacement 
is found. 
 

Bel and I are unavoidably absent today but I am sure that our colleague Tony Steele-Perkins, will be more than 
happy to answer any questions on this report, and indeed as PCC Treasurer he may wish to expand on our present 
financial position. 
 

A BBQ event is hoped to be held soon. 
 

The church would like to encourage the younger generation to attend. 
 

The financial picture     What are our annual commitments? 
 

Parish share. This is a requirement from the Diocese, and has to be paid. For 2019, it has been £8,799, and there 
was a 15% increase for 2020 to £10,119. The share has been capped at £200 per month since August 20, and we 
have agreed to pay our 2020 allocation in full. Our share for 2021 is £9,107. This remains capped at £200 p.m, 
subject to review. 
 

Our running costs. These include our Benefice admin (£1420), and our own insurance (£1200), heating and 
lighting (£800), and churchyard maintenance (£800). Cleaning is on an ad hoc basis. 
 

Qinquennial review of the fabric of the church. This has taken place, and approx., £1000 plus VAT of repairs 
were needed urgently: and up to £3000 more in the next 12 months. There is now an annual plan for expenses. 
The urgent work has been completed, and £500 recovered from a grant through the National Churches Trust. £254 
VAT has also been recovered from another agency.  
How do we raise money? 
 

Regular donations. Following our appeal, 18 parishioners now kindly have set up standing orders. £5205 is now 
raised annually. There have also been some “one off” donations totaling a very generous £2140 in 2020. 
 

Collections at services. This is dependent on those attending church. The total for 2020 is £1226.40. Page 20 



raised annually. There have also been some “one off” donations totaling a very generous £2140 in 2020. 
 

Collections at services. This is dependent on those attending church. The total for 2020 is £1226.40. 
 

Gift Aid recovery. We apply for gift aid recovery through HMRC, which is 25% of all donations. This amounted 
to £1784 for 2019. 2020 should be over £2000. 
 

Donations from the village. Both the Jubilee Fund, and the Parish council have kindly supported the church, in 
the past, with grants of £500 and £750 for FY 2019, and £1000 from the KPC in 2020. 
 

Parochial Fees. This is very variable, but this has been £2030 for 2019 and £1220 for 2020. 
 

Fund raising. This is the other main route to raise capital to meet the shortfall between income and essential ex-
penditure. We raised £3025 in 2019, and from our share of the Christmas Raffle £420 in 2020. 
 

What has changed? 
 

More villagers are willing to support the church financially, but for the love of the building and not the religious 
element. Their donations are restricted to this effect, and cannot be used to meet the Parish Share demands. 
 

The reality. Unless the diocese allows us to continue paying what we can (currently £200 p.m.), we cannot bal-
ance the books, and the oncoming years will gradually erode our financial sustainability. We may end up with a 
lovely ruin. 
 

What can you do?   If residents were to donate the equivalent of a glass of wine or pint of beer a week through a 
standing order (and we would then get an extra 25% through VAT relief), this would raise £300 gross per person. 
 
Kingsdon Jubilee Fund - Report to Kingsdon Parish Council 27 May 2021 
 

Introduction 
 

The Jubilee Fund has two objectives: 
 

● To underwrite the costs of putting on village social events. 
● To fund enhancements to village facilities and infrastructure. 
 

To meet the first objective, the Fund requires £6,000 of working capital in order to cope with the cash flow chal-
lenges of paying for large items, such as marquee hire, well in advance of revenue being accrued from ticket sales. 
At the end of each year, if the Fund has increased significantly beyond this figure, the Trustees have the power to 
donate any surplus, in line with the second objective. 
 

The Fund operates under a Declaration of Trust, which is unchanged from that submitted to last year’s meeting. 
 

2020 Activity       Sadly, the Corona Virus pandemic led to the cancellation of all activity last year. 
 

2021 Planned Activity     As the rules round the pandemic begin to ease, the Committee is considering the oppor-
tunities for social events and, assuming the current trajectory remains broadly unchanged, our current thinking is 
to hold a small village field event along the same lines as we do on the day of the Yeovilton Air Show in normal 
years. We expect details (including the date) to firm up in the next few weeks and will make an announcement in 
the Chronicle. 
 

Cricket     
With Covid-19 causing everyone so much distress last year it won’t come as a surprise that we only managed a 
few games of cricket last season. 
 

As we all know Covid-19 is still with us all but, dare I say it, it’s looking more promising for us all to get out, see 
friends and family! And that means we can enjoy some cricket, albeit with some restrictions. 
 

This season will also be different because a few of our long-standing committee members have decided to step 
down for a much-deserved break. 
 

So, we as a club would like to pass on our gratitude to Wally, Marliyn, Ian, Jane, James and Amanda for their de-
votion to the club over so many years. Cricket and teas won’t be the same but they have reassured us that they 
won’t be strangers. 
 

As I’ve said, this season will be slightly different at the moment but we will still be playing cricket and have a few 
new players to welcome into the fold as well as temporary trustees and Committee members, thank you to them 
for stepping in. 
 

You’ll find our fixtures list in the chronicle. We’d like to invite you all to join us at our ground at the bottom of 
Frog Lane when we play at home. 
 

Our ground is carefully maintained to encourage wildlife, bug and flora so please bring a picnic and see what you 
can spot...if you’re lucky you might see some rare species of people chasing a red ball around!!! 
 

COVID restrictions still do apply but Our first game of the season is this Sunday at home from 2pm, ALL are wel-
come! 
 

Kingsdon Cricket Club Page 21 



South Somerset District Council  -  Planning Applications  
 

 

Application No.:          21/01481/HOU   
Applicant Name:         Mr & Mrs M. Say 
Proposal:                      The erection of a single storey link extension to connect the two existing parts of the property, a  
                                      new two bay carport structure with an attached shed and siting of a small pre-fabricated  
                                      home office building.  
Location:                      Barn Cottage Pitts Lane Kingsdon Somerton Somerset TA11 7LL  
Application Status:      Awaiting decision 
 
 
Application No.:          21/01824/TCA |  
Applicant Name:         Mr. Godfrey Rumbles 
Proposal:                      Notification of intent to Fell No.01 tree within a Conservation Area  
Location:                      Gardeners Cottage Kingsdon Somerton Somerset TA11 7JZ  
Application Status:      Awaiting decision 
 
 
Application No.:          21/01389/LBC  
Applicant Name:          Ian & Lucy Dibben 
Proposal:                      Preventative structural work to the wall and roof to stop movement and preserve the long 
                                     term integrity of the building                                    
Location:                      27 North Town Kingsdon Somerton TA11 7LF  
Application Status:      Awaiting decision 
 

 

Application No:           21/01510/HOU  
Applicant:                    Becky Thompson 
Proposal:                      The erection of a single storey rear extension and loft conversion including raising of ridge   
                                      height and the construction of a dormer window  
Location:                      Heron View, Underwood Road,  Kingsdon, Somerton   TA11 7LF 
Application Status       Awaiting decision 
 
 

Planning application 19/02888/OUT  
 
From: Andrew Preston MRICS 
Sent: 04 June 2021   15:14  
To: Planning  
Subject: RE: SSDC Phosphate Update Land West Of Henley Road And East Of Lower Road Kingsdon 19/02888/OUT 
[1026B] 
 
Dear Sirs,  
Planning application 19/02888/OUT Outline application for the erection of 28 dwellings and village hall and access. Land 
West Of Henley Road And East Of Lower Road Kingsdon Somerton TA11 7LH  
On behalf of the applicant I agree to an extension of time until 31st October 2021. 
Yours faithfully  
Andrew Preston  
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So, my wife asked me, "what's your plans for the 
day"? 
I'm going to pick up some new glasses.. 
And after that Tim? 
And after that I'll see 

Page 23 

I’m getting totally fed up with people whinging about the 
price of things.  
“£1.25 for a tea?”   “£1.75 for a coffee?”  “£2 for a slice of 
cake?”  “£2.50 for car parking?” 
Any more complaints and I’m just gonna stop inviting    
people round to my house…. 
 
Birthdays are good for your health. Studies have shown 
that people who have more birthdays live longer. 

I’m a multitasker…  I can listen, ignore and forget all 
at the same time! 

A lawyer and an engineer were fishing in the sunny 
Caribbean. They were discussing their great vacations 
when the lawyer said, "I'm here because my house 
burned down, and everything I owned was destroyed 
by the fire. The insurance company paid for every-
thing." 
That is quite a coincidence," said the engineer. "I'm 
here because my house and all my belongings were 
destroyed by a flood, and my insurance company also 
paid for everything." 
The lawyer, quite puzzled, asked, "How do YOU start 
a flood?" 
 

Reincartion is fascinating but who wants to come back as a 
can of milk?  
 

Letter to Caravan Park Owner 
I would very much like to bring my dog with me.  He 
is very well behaved and well groomed.  Would you 
permit me to keep him in my caravan with me? 
 

Immediate reply 
I have been operating this park for many years.  In all 
that time I have never had a dog steal shower heads, 
soap, toilet rolls, sink plugs etc.  I have never had to 
evict a dog in the middle of the night for being drunk 
and disorderly and I have never had a dog run out on a 
park bill. 
Yes.  Indeed your dog is most welcome and if your dog 
will vouch for you, you’re welcome to stay here too. 
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NEW store now open in Wincanton!   

We are pleased to announce our new showroom is now open in  Wincanton, Somerset.   
 

At the moment we will be there Sundays and Monday's 10 am - 4 pm and other times by appointment. 
 

Due to stock availability still being very tricky, some items will be shared with Basingstoke                           
so if there is something, in particular, you are after, please contact us to make sure we                                    

have it available in the right place for you.  
 

If you would like to book an appointment at Wincanton call 01963 824700  /  07771 927354 or                             
email  info@espokes.co.uk  
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Electric Bikes in Hampshire and Somerset 
 
 

Ebikes are a great way to stay healthy and active,  commute in comfort,  have great fun and 
help the environment. 

 
Transform Your Ride Today 

 

Electric Bikes 
 

Electric bikes give the same benefits as regular cycling but because of the motor, they allow further travel cover-
ing greater distances and longer rides. 
 
According to a recent report by the Transport Research Laboratory, regular bikes are ridden fewer than 25 times a 
year, with 46% being used just once or twice a week. In comparison, 30% of people with electric bikes use them 
once a day, 81% ride them at least once a week; showing that e-bike users are twice as likely as regular riders to 
get out and ride. 
 
This is good news for those who love the idea of riding a bike but feel unable due to fitness, age, or illness. Riding 
an e-bike is good for the lungs and blood pressure as it is controlled exercise and scientific studies have proven 
the link between regular exercise and reduced stress levels. 

 
****The new EZEGO range is due to land soon**** 

 
Stock is still on schedule to start arriving in mid-July and although we aren't 

taking pre-orders we do have a waiting list, which we will work through once 
we have the ebikes in our store.  

 
If you would like to be contacted or require further information on the new 

range, please email info@espokes.co.uk  
 
 

If you can't wait for the              
EZEGO's to land, we do have a 

few Special Editions left in                       
various sizes.  

 
These Commute Ex are a                   

beautiful colour with integrated 
lights all for only  

 
£1,299  Page 28 
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May Collection Dates for Kingsdon 

Wheelie Bins  Tuesdays  11th & 27th 

Kerbside Collection Wednesday 5th &  Tuesdays 11th, 18th & 25th 

Green Bins   Fridays  14th & 28th 
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LOGS FOR 
SALE 

Well Seasoned         
Hardwood Logs  

for Sale    
 

Free Delivery in Kingsdon 
 

Contact:  Austin            
Tel  07879690941 

Runner Duck  

Pet & Poultry Supplies Ltd  

 

Unit 16 Cary Court,        
Somerton Business Park, 
Bancombe Road,  
Somerton, Somerset,       
UK     TA11 6SB 

Tel:  01458 898020 

 

 

Whether your pet be big or small,                     
we will do our best  to cater for all.. 

Garden Compost 
 
 

Organic Compost Delivered to Kingsdon            
 

4 x 40 litre bags only £10 - Phone  
Paul Attwell on 07523 739789                                                               

for details and order your compost 

Simon Whatley                                     
Plumbing & Heating 

Glebelands, Bineham Lane, Yeovilton, 
Yeovil,  Somerset.  BA22 8EZ                           

Tel:  07794 784108 
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