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The Kingsdon Chronicle 100 club draw  
The April winners were  drawn by Dawn 
Harris on Wednesday 7th April. 
         
1.   125    Debbie Uttley 
2.   30      Sarah Freeman (for Phoebe) 
3.   110    Algy Napier 

WHERE HAVE ALL THE CUCKOOS GONE 
by Peter Crowter 

 
I haven't heard a cuckoo for p raps ten years or more, 

The last when I was walking along the Charmouth shore. 
I heard a cuckoo calling, from somewhere way up high. 
From way up on the clifftop, was where I heard the cry. 
On the edge bent by the wind there leant a stunted tree, 
The cuckoo s silhouette I saw as plain as plain could be. 

 
Now when I lived in Kingsdon, sometime round World War Two, 

The cuckoo was so common there was more than just a few. 
To hear the first one was a joy, now summer had begun, 
Heralding much warmer days and hopefully much sun. 
And while it was a joy to hear the first cuckoo in spring 

However, one can have tis said, too much of a good thing, 
 

As time went on the cuckoos called all day and every day. 
How many were in Kingsdon it is difficult to say. 

We used to imitate their call and then one would appear, 
And if it didn t spot us it would settle very near. 

The cuckoo call we seemed to hear all day and every day, 
And it became annoying that I really have to say. 

In contrast now I really miss that summer migrant bird, 
I d love to say this summer, That s a cuckoo I ve just heard.  

St Margaret s Hospice 

Thank you to everyone who helped raise a 
wonderful £100 for St Margaret's Hospice 
by putting all your loose change in the        
donation box in the Kingsdon Community 
Shop.      A cheque has been sent to St Mar-
garet's.  Also our thanks to the shop for  
allowing us to do this.  Lets hope the      
village Good Friday walk will once more 
be able to go ahead next Easter.  
 

Thanks 

Babs & Linda 

Parish Meetings                              
in the Village Hall 

 
20th May 7.30pm  

 

Annual Parish 
Council  Meeting                                                                    

 

followed by the  
 

Monthly   Parish 
Council Meeting  

 
 

27th May  7.70pm  
 

Annual Parish  
Meeting 

 
 

Covid Rulings Apply 
to all Meetings 
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Kingsdon Village Hall 
(Registered Charity No. 304570) 

 
Trustees:  Marilyn Elliott ( Chair)  David Thomson  

(Secretary)  Ian Dibben  (Treasurer)                                 
Guy Osborne, Tim Owen. 

 

For all information  (except bookings)  contact: -    David 
Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. Kingsdon TA11 
7LL    Tel:01935 841453 
 

For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, 
Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444                                                     
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Village Halls to remain closed  until 17 May 
(Except for elections) 

 
6th  May   7am to 10pm Election 
20th May 7.30pm  Annual Parish Council Meetings  fol-
lowed by the monthly Parish Council Meeting  
21st May  6.30pm  Puppy training 
27th May  7.70pm Annual Parish Meeting 
28th May  6.30pm  Puppy Training 

 
 

The Kingsdon Jubilee Fund Trustees 
 

    Chairman: Andy Fryer,   Secretary: Martin Gilmore,  
Treasurer: Tim Taylor,                                                                                                               

Trustees:  Alec & Carol Anderson, Ian Dibben,        
Mark Freeman,  Beverley & Robert Fulton, .Guy Osborne 

& James Carver      
 
 

Kingsdon Cricket Club 
 

 

Trustees :  Mike Davies, Richard South, Ben Carlisle 
Chairman  :  Phil Waters 
Treasurer: : Simon Rumbles 
Fixtures Sec. :  Ben Carlisle 
Team Selection :  Phil Waters 
Ground Maintenance :  Ben Carlisle,  Mike Davies 
Team Captain & Secretary : TBA 
 
All appointees temporary pending AGM , probably in the 
Autumn after we see how things go!  
 
 

See pages 5 & 6 for more information 
                                                        

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club  
 

The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday 
evenings  between 7.30pm and 9.30pm.   If you are interested 
then please contact  Nina Carlisle  840933 or just come along. 
  

Kingsdon Afternoon Club 
 

The Afternoon  Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the 
month at 3pm in the Village Hall.  New members (any age) 
are always welcome.  For information contact Richards South  
tel: 840912 
 

Kingsdon Boule & Croquet Club  
 

SESSIONS NOW IN FULL SWING!  
 

Members meet at the Kingsdon Cricket Ground every Thurs-
day between 2 and 4 pm followed by cake and tea. 

The club welcomes new members. 
Taster sessions in boules or croquet are available too and can 

be arranged on other days/evenings to suit. 
 

For more information contact:- 
Nina Carlisle 01935 840933 email ninacarlisle@talktalk.net 

Sally Smith 07729 301207;  Phyl Winsor 01935 840384  
 

Kingsdon Knitting Club 
(Knitting for Good Causes) 

 

The Knitters meet on the second Saturday of the month at 
10.30am to midday in the Community Shop.   
 

For information please contact:    Linda Rumbles 01935 
840132 or Babs Conway 01935 841811 

 
 

All Saints Church, Kingsdon. 
 
 

Priest in Charge:   Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029  (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and 
other occasional services) 
 

Church Warden:  Mrs Bel Allan  Tel. 01935 840878 
 

Parochial Church Council: Secretary: Nicholas J. Allan Tel 01935 840878  Treasurer:  Tony Steele-Perkins  
01935 840184 
 

Tower Captain:   Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344 

 
The mind cannot absorb what the backside cannot en-

dure .      
 HRH Prince Philip 

 
Praise does wonders for our sense of hearing . 

 Arnold Glasgow – US Businessman 



From the Vicarage 
 

Welcome to the month of May a time of change. Traditionally May day the first Monday of May was a time to 
celebrate the end of winter and the beginning of the planting season. Rural communities certainly marked the oc-
casion with Maypole dancing, when dancers holding ribbons try to weave patterns round the pole. It was a celebra-
tion that they had survived the winter and could now look forward to a better few months. 
The largest maypole is thought to have been the 143 foot one erected in the Strand in 1543; which was eventually 
felled in 1713 and bought by Sir Isaac Newton to prop up a telescope. 
 

The name May comes from the Latin Maius which may be named after the Greek goddess of fertility or growth. 
The Anglo-Saxon for the month was Tri-Milchi, which means three milkings . Apparently, by May, the in-
creased growth and nutrition in the grass was sufficient to allow cows to be milked up to three times each day. 
Various superstitions were in vogue including that it was wrong to buy a new broom or to wash blankets. Being 
born in May was thought to produce a sickly child, though apparently nine former British Prime Ministers have 
had this as their birth month. More than any other month of the year! 
 

A strange mathematical fact of the calendar is that whichever day of the week May starts and ends, no other month 
in the same year will have start and end days on that same day of the week. May starts this year on a Saturday and 
ends on a Monday so there are no other months this year which start on a Saturday or end on a Monday. 
 

So, this month is uniquely a time of change, a time of celebration, a time of preparing for the summer, and a time 
of hope. For us this year it is hopefully in addition, a time of seeing some more of the coronavirus restrictions be-
ing eased and us being able to resume more of our former activities. 
 

May is also apparently the beginning of National Smile month which begins on 17th May, so what more reason do 
we need to put smiles on our faces (behind masks of course) and look to the future as we prepare for what we hope 
could be a glorious summer. 
 

With every blessing     Alan Symonds 
 

Services marked * are on Zoom 
Go to your web browser and enter www.zoom.us/join/  Meeting ID: 781 317 8193 Passcode: 776870 

 Or call from your home telephone 0203 481 5237 or 0203 481 5240 
You will be prompted to enter the meeting ID which is 781 317 8193 followed by the # 
Then it will ask for you for you participant ID just hit the # button 
Then it will ask for the meeting password put in 77 68 70 followed by the # and you should be connected. 
  
To attend services it is still necessary to book, bookings open 8 days before the service and may be made to 
Alan on 01458 272029 or somerton.vicar@btinternet.com Page 3 

Sun 2nd May 
Easter 5 white 

  9:30 CA- AS 
11am S* AS 

    

Wed 5th    10am HC S* – AS     
Sun 9th May   9:30 K - AS 

11am S* JGo/AS 
    

Wed 12th   10am HC S* – AS     
Thurs 
13th Ascension 
Day 

      7pm Benefice HC S* - 
AS 

Sun 16th 
Easter 7 
white 

  9:30 HC CM - JGr 
11am HC S* - AS 

    

Wed 19th   10am HC S* – AS     
Sun 23rd 
Pentecost 
Red 

  9:30 K JGo/AS 
11am S* – AS 

    

Wed 26th   10am HC S* -AS     
Sun 30th 
Trinity 
Gold/White 

  9:30 CA- AS 
11am S* -AS 

    



ALL SAINTS  PARISH CHURCH, KINGSDON 

NOTICE OF A.P.C.M. 
 

To all villagers 
 

This is a final reminder that our Annual Parochial Church Meeting (the equivalent of an AGM) will be 
held in the Church on Monday 24th May 2021 at 4.00 p.m.  This will  cover the affairs of the Church during 
the calendar year 2020.  Everyone is welcome to attend but please could you let Bel or Nick (840878) know 
if you are coming so that we can ensure that social distancing rules are observed. 
 

As indicated before, Bel will definitely be retiring from the post of Churchwarden then and we are looking 
for at least one but ideally two people to take over from her.  If anyone who is not already on the PCC and 
is interested in applying for this position, could they please contact Bel or Nick as soon as possible. 
 

We also use the APCM as on opportunity to update our Electoral Roll, which comprises a list of all the peo-
ple in or around the village who have contact with the Church.  This would be particularly suited to people 
who have come to the village in the past year or two and who would like to feel more closely involved.  If 
there is anyone who would like to join the Roll, would they please let Bel know and she will let them have 
an application form.  Members of the Electoral Roll have a right to vote in the election of Churchwardens 
at the APCM. 
 

We are really grateful to all those kind people who have supported the Church financially during this past 
difficult year. 
 

Bel and Nick Allan - Kingsdon PCC – April 2021 

Church news – finance update. 

First a huge thank you to all who responded to our recent appeal for donations. Over 20 did, with a mix of those 
wanting restrictions on usage, and those who are happy to give unrestricted use. I have just finished the paperwork 
to reclaim repayment from HMRC for Charity Gift Aid, from 5 April 2020 to 4 April 2021. We have raised £9150 
from regular and one off donations, and £1033.25 from Gift Aid small donations- i.e. church services. Not bad for 
this COVID year! Hopefully, we can expect a massive £2546 refund which will significantly boost the coffers. I will 
apportion this to reflect your wishes you indicated on your signed Gift Aid form as relevant However we do need to 
remember that our overall full annual expenditure requirement is still £14000 per year. 
 
Thanks again for your support, and please contact me if you feel you can help us to keep our lovely church, and man-
age its associated costs. 
Best wishes, 
 
Tony Steele-Perkins, 
 
PCC Treasurer 
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Avon & Somerset Constabulary : Flubot, Text Message Scam. 
 
Dear All, 
 

We have been made aware of a new text message scam called Flubot. This is a malicious piece of Spyware that is installed 
on your Android device once you receive a text message asking you to install a Tracking App due to a missed package de-
livery . The Tracking App  will actually steal your passwords and other sensitive data, whilst sending messages to your 
contacts to do the same. 
 

The text message asks the user to click on a link (PLEASE DON T), doing so will take you to a website where you will be 
prompted to download the App (DEFINATELY DON T). 
 

Please forward any scam messages to 7726 (SPAM on your keypad), which is a free reporting service. 
 

Although this scam only appears on Android phones at the moment, Apple IOS users should remain alert as this could apply 
to these handsets at some point. 
 

Please see the link below for information on the National Cyber Security Website. 
 

https://www.ncsc.gov.uk/guidance/flubot-guidance-for-text-message-scam 



Sea Fury T20 Accident 
 

Pilots Unhurt after Skilful Handling of Emergency Landing   

 Navy Wings Hawker Sea Fury T20 G-RNHF (VX281) was forced to conduct an emergency landing in a field 
close to RNAS Yeovilton earlier this week following a problem with the engine. Both pilots escaped injury but 
unfortunately the aircraft has been severely damaged. 
 
The Sea Fury, which was on a routine training flight, suffered a significant drop in engine oil pressure shortly after 
taking-off and climbing away from the airfield. The pilots, both highly experienced former naval pilots, immedi-
ately carried out the appropriate drills and transmitted a PAN call. 
 
They turned back and lined themselves up perfectly up for a precautionary landing on Runway 04. However, 
shortly before reaching the runway on close finals, the engine stopped, changing the speed and angle of glide of 
the approach dramatically, and they were forced to put the aircraft straight down into a field just outside the air-
field boundary. 
 
The pilots  skilful execution of an extremely hazardous situation was exemplary,  said Commodore Jock Alexan-

der CEO of the Charity. 
 
We are all extremely relieved that they are safe and well. RNAS Yeovilton Air Traffic Control reacted immedi-

ately, and the Emergency Fire and Medical Services were very quickly on the scene. The support of the Air Sta-
tion has been outstanding.  
 
The aircraft wings and engine detached during the impact and the fuselage rolled upside down but both pilots were 
able to escape unaided. They were taken to Yeovil hospital as a precautionary measure, and one was retained over-
night for observation. 
 
The Air Accident Investigation Branch (AAIB) and the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) have been informed and 
investigations have begun into the causes of the accident. 
 
The Sea Fury is a classic and much-loved Fleet Air Arm aircraft, and the accident has been a shock to everyone 

in the Navy Wings community,  said Jock Alexander. It is too early to say whether it is feasible to rebuild her 
and if she will ever fly again.  
 
The Charity s Chief Engineer Jim Norris said Great skill and calm was shown by everyone in the post-crash man-
agement team. We are grateful for the overwhelming support we have received. The aircraft will be recovered to 
the Navy Wings Heritage Hangar for the investigation.  
 
Although the Sea Fury T20 has been a favourite on the air show circuit, Navy Wings has worked hard in recent 
years to build greater resilience into the flying collection so that when the unexpected happens the Charity always 
has other aircraft that can continue to display to the public. 
 
The Navy Wings collection also includes a Sea Fury single seat FB11, two Fairey Swordfish, the Sea Fury s suc-
cessor, a Sea Hawk and a growing number of other heritage aircraft, allowing these wonderful examples of our 
national aviation heritage to operate in the skies of the UK for many years to come. Page 5 
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             Navy Wings Sea Fury returning to Yeovilton on 23rd April from North Weald  

Sea Fury T.20 VX281  

Bristol Centaurus 18-cylinder,        
air-cooled, two-row radial engine  
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Cllr. Brian Payne 
Vice-Chairman 

Email: KPCvice-chair@kingsdon.org 
Westgate, Top St. Kingsdon TA11 7JU 

 Tel: 01935 842058 
(Former school field Parish Council) link) 

paul.rowsell@southsomerset.gov.uk   charlie.hull@southsomerset.gov.uk  

KPC-chair@kingsdon.org 

keith.tridgell@kingsdon.org    Tel 07899790713 

Allotment & Church Link 

Email:    phillip_kpc_waters@yahoo.com  
 

Tel: 07815898065 
(Trees) 



South Somerset District Council  -  Planning Applications Received  
 

Application No:         21/00693/TCA       
Applicant Name:       Mr Robert Jones  
Proposal:               Notification of intent to carry out tree surgery works to No.01 tree within a conservation area  
Location:                   Cheriton Cottage 17 Middle Street Kingsdon Somerton TA11 7LG  
Application Status :   Application Permitted  
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Somerton and Wincanton Newsletter 
Avon and Somerset Police 
 
Hello and welcome to our April edition of the newsletter. Below are some of the things that the team have been do-
ing over the last month together with useful information for you. 
 
Rural crime 
Throughout March we have had some great success in locating and recovering several items of stolen machinery 
and trailers. Many of the items had been stolen in our areas and located within a few miles. The items have includ-
ed a trailer and digger, a 3 axle trailer and a single axle trailer. Due to the criminal activity our team and the 
Crewkerne and Chard NPT have completed a rural crime operation over a period of a week. The theft of a digger 
and trailer was prevented by the Crewkerne team and a vehicle was seized as part of the process. Many vehicles 
were stopped and checked, with over a 1000 miles covered by the Somerton and Wincanton team over 3 nights. 
 
Ilchester 
A proactive operation to stop vehicles was completed in Ilchester on 4th March, with several vehicles being seized 
as a result of document offences. 
 
Scams 
Royal mail – Scammers are sending text messages to mobile phones stating that a Royal Mail parcel is due for de-
livery, but a postage fee needs to be paid. A link will be provided and you will be asked to enter your card details. 
The scammers will then call within days claiming to be your bank and saying that transactions have been made. 
They will then take you through a process and try to trick you into transferring money into a new  account that 
they have created for you. DON T DO IT! It has become apparent and you may have seen or heard it in the news 
that organised gangs are doing something called number spoofing. This is where they call you and their id shows as 
a number that would be linked with your bank. They may tell you to look at the back of your bank card and the 
number will match that on your phone. Do not cancel or create a new account over the phone. Make sure that if you 
are told there has been a fraudulent transaction on your phone that you either hang up and call the bank yourself or 
go into the bank in person. 
 
Wincanton police station 
Wincanton station is still set to move out of the council offices, however a date has not yet been confirmed. Once 
we have a date our corporate communications department will publish the information. We have recently wel-
comed a new PCSO to Wincanton, PCSO Dan Humphrey who will be covering Wincanton town. And we look for-
ward to welcoming another 2 PCSOs to the neighbourhood team, PCSO William Mortimer and PCSO Louise    
Perry. 
 
Caravan registration 
CaravanID Limited is one of the latest companies to join Secured by Design (SBD), the official police security ini-
tiative. CaravanID is a community driven crime prevention and property recovery initiative tackling caravan and 
motorhome theft. The company s scheme provides its members with unique and highly visible ID markings for 
their vehicles that can be looked up via their free to use online facility, offering identification and usage infor-
mation to members, police and relevant parties. 
 
Members can update their profiles in real-time ensuring the information about their van is always current. Secured 
access for registered police officers gives them the ability to check any members van quickly and contact owners. 
CaravanID members receive a pack containing up to 16 decals (60 individual stickers) bearing a unique and easy to 
remember identification number. These can be affixed to the front, rear, both sides, roof and windows of your cara-
van ensuring full 360 degree identification. The external decals are designed to be seen and read from a reasonable 
distance making the caravan uniquely and easily identifiable. The rear decal (available in 7 colours) is highly re-
flective making it really stand out at night. The large roof decal is ideally placed to be seen by traffic cameras or 
police patrols on elevated vantage points. 
 
With so many identifying marks, the caravan is a lot less attractive to opportunist thieves who have the option of 
spending hours removing the decals or risk being caught with an easily identifiable stolen van. 
 
CaravanID s Secure Caravan and Motorhome Registration Scheme have achieved the Police Preferred Specifica-
tion. You can find out more about it here:  
 
https://www.securedbydesign.com/member-companies/sbd-members?
view=companydetail&account=0011i00000vYKXwAAO 

Page 13 



 

Page  14 



Highways England Press Release  Published:   7 April 2021 
 
Highways England has awarded a £328 million contract to design and deliver 
an upgrade to the A358 between the M5 at Taunton and the Southfields 
roundabout on the A303 to Taylor Woodrow  
 
The contract award follows a competitive procurement process through Highways 
England s Regional Delivery Partnership framework. 
 
Preparatory works have been taking place with Taylor Woodrow, in partnership 
with Arup and Ramboll, undertaking ground investigation and environmental sur-
veys in the area to inform their design proposals. 
 
This is all in preparation for a statutory consultation on the proposals ahead of submission of the scheme s Development Con-
sent Order application to the Planning Inspectorate. 
 
Andrew Alcorn, Highways England Programme Leader for the A358, said:  We are delighted to be working with Taylor 
Woodrow Plus to move forward this vital scheme.  Taylor Woodrow has an extensive track record working with Highways 
England and delivering large scale infrastructure projects, so we are confident they will deliver a scheme that will support 
economic growth, improve traffic flows at peak times and make the road safer. 
 
Julian Gatward, Managing Director of Taylor Woodrow, said:   Taylor Woodrow Plus is pleased to have been awarded the 
contract to deliver such a significant improvement for motorists and the local community.   Taylor Woodrow Plus brings to-
gether the expertise of Taylor Woodrow, Arup and Ramboll in delivering solutions from conception through to construction. 
 
Supported by Taylor Woodrow s VINCI sister companies, we are committed to contributing to the local community whilst 
supporting economic growth in the area. 
 
Vital to the A303/A358 corridor, this scheme is part of a long-term aim to create a high-quality dual carriageway link between 
London and the south east and the south west. 
 
While much of the corridor is a dual carriageway, there are still over 35 miles of single carriageway. 
These sections act as congestion bottlenecks, particularly in the summer months and at weekends, causing delays to road us-
ers, rat-running through surrounding villages and an increased safety risk. 
 
To address this, Highways England is proposing to upgrade a nine-mile section of the A358 between Southfields roundabout 
on the A303 and the M5 in Somerset, to high quality dual carriageway. 
Carrying 24,800 vehicles a day, this will also provide direct access to the Nexus 25 development near Taunton and traffic 
through Henlade will be reduced by almost 90%. 
 
The scheme will also make journeys safer by reducing the number of road junctions and other private accesses with direct ac-
cess onto the A358, where traffic turns across on-coming traffic - replacing them with a number of slip road type junctions 
and other access arrangements. 
 
Improved connectivity and reduced journey times will assist the local and regional economy by making Taunton, Somerset 
and the south west a more attractive place to work and do business. 
 
Highways England will seek views on its latest designs in a public consultation later this autumn before submitting a Develop-
ment Consent Order application. 
 
Paula Hewitt, Somerset County Council s Lead Director for Economic and Community Infrastructure, said:  It s great to see 
this significant step forward with the project.  The A358/A303 is an important transport corridor, and this long-awaited and 
vital improvement will provide a massive boost for the economy of Somerset, as well as improving connectivity and travel 
times. 
 
For Highways England, the news follows last year s Development Consent Order approval of the A303 Stonehenge upgrade 
and January s approval of the A303 Sparkford to Ilchester scheme along the same travel corridor. 
 
The transformational A303 Stonehenge upgrade will tackle congestion on the notorious, traffic-clogged single carriageway 
section of the A303, while the three-mile A303 Sparkford to Ilchester scheme in Somerset will help to further unlock econom-
ic growth by addressing another bottleneck on the route. 
 
On an average day the A303 carries 23,500 vehicles, but numbers increase significantly in the summer, particularly at week-
ends, making journeys unreliable and unpredictable. 
 
In the meantime, further information on upgrading the A358 can be found on the A358 Taunton to Southfields webpage. 
 
General enquiries 
Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact centre on 0300 123 5000. Page 13 



OSILIGI CHARITY PROJECTS 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NEWSLETTER APRIL 2021 
 
The above photo shows last year s school intake of adorable 4 year olds. Their pristine school uniforms will not stay clean 
for long. 
 
Hot off the press: The Primary School Exam Results (KCPE) have just been announced. 
Our school has excellent results and is number 2 out of around 130 schools in the Kajiado 
West district. Many of our pupils are now eligible to go to the best performing secondary 
schools in Kenya. When you consider that these children are all from the poorest back-
grounds who would not have gone to school without their sponsors  help, this is an amazing 
achievement. 
 
We mentioned in the last newsletter that the school had been closed for most of 2020 due to 
Covid-19. The Government allowed 2 classes to return at the end of the year and all classes 
to restart in January 2021. The 2 lost school terms will be regained over the next 3 years via 
shorter school holidays. Our next class of 4 year olds will be starting in July. We need 25 
new sponsors to support this class. Can you be one of them? (see the end of this newsletter 
for details). 
 
It is a year since we were first sent this photo from the Maasai community. Covid has hit every country in the world but Ken-
ya has been fortunate in that the death rate has been relatively low so far, although a 3rd wave has just begun. Schools are set 
to start the next term in May. We will wait to see if this actually happens. 

 
In March the charity reached an 
important milestone: our oldest 
pupils who started in 2012 fin-
ished their Kenyan Certificate of 
Primary Education. Maths, the 
first paper, caused a few nerves 
but once in the swing Teacher 
Rispa said all pupils were full of 
enthusiasm, so positive about the 
questions and had hopes of doing 
well.  All other pupils and staff 
were banned from the premises 
during the exams, a Kenya wide 
rule to prevent teachers divulging 
the papers to pupils or helping 
with the exams. Only external in-
vigilators can be on site and since 
applying this new rule we note that 
grades in many of the top perform-

ing private schools have slipped. A private school can charge much more if they are top of the exam tables. It s extraordinary 
that the entire class actually sat those exams. Dropping out of school is very common in our Maasai community due to lack 
of money for fees, pregnancy and cultural reasons. This success is thanks, in large part, to our sponsors for their financial 
support and to the staff for their tireless effort and encouragement. Osiligi rarely gets involved in secondary school but our 
sponsors and pupils are all keen to continue so we will trial it with this class. Our school has a reputation for excellence so all 
eyes are now on the results of our flagship class. No pressure there! 
 

Protecting the goats.  

Class 8 – their last day at school  
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Prior to exams it was nose to the grindstone with, to us, a punishing 
revision schedule: 5.30 am to 9pm, six days a week for many 
weeks. Pupils had to fit in handwashing school uniforms and clean-
ing their dormitory but this isn t unusual in Kenya. Class 8 and 
their teachers had surely earned a rest from books so we gave them 
a day of fun and swimming at the local country club just before the 
exams. During the weekends, the club is usually only the preserve 
of wealthy Nairobi business men and their families. For our pupils, 
now aged 15 and 16, this was their first time in a pool – girls in the 
paddling pool and boys in the deeper one. Naturally no one owned 
a swimming costume. 
 
We are happy to repair broken pumps anywhere but we are espe-
cially pleased when we are asked to repair one at a school or clinic. 
We know that a school pump will give water to pupils and staff at 
the school but many will also serve the local community so the 1 
pump may supply more than 1000 users. The other advantage of a 
school pump is that it will have a local management committee that 
will look after the pump for many years to come. Since starting the 
pump repair project, we have now repaired more than 1200 broken pumps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Actually, our own school pump broke down for a few days so the chil-
dren were set to work fetching water from a village hand pump about 
1Km from the school. We installed this pump about 11 years ago. It is 
still in daily use. You can read about how we constructed it here. 
 
 
Many people reading this newsletter know the Charity through being 
entertained by one of the Maasai Warrior tours. For almost 20 years, 
the Osiligi Maasai Warriors have undertaken an annual UK tour 
which, besides being a wonderful experience for the audiences, also 
promotes the work of the charity. Because of Covid, the 2020 and 
2021 tours have had to be cancelled. No tour means fewer new spon-
sors so we are now looking for people who are kind enough to sponsor 
a child. Only children from the very poorest families are sponsored 
and for many attending school it is the only time they regularly re-
ceive a filling hot meal.  
 
 
 

 
 

A swimming pool – a first for the children.  

Bacho Primary School pump – repaired and working again.  

We installed this hand pump about 10 years ago. It is still being used by the local community  Page 17 



The sponsorship cost is £20 a month. The photo 
left is from 2010 and is of Dadio, an orphan. We 
sponsored him to attend school soon after this pho-
to. He is one of the class 8 children in the top pho-
to, who has just taken his end of primary exams. 
We hope to continue sponsoring him through sec-
ondary school. 
 
Sponsorship is very rewarding and you are giving 
a child a chance of an education. You can nomi-
nate a boy or girl and you will receive up to date 
regular reports on your child, drawings and letters 
from them and the teacher s class reports through-
out the school year. You can send letters to them if 
you so wish. Each sponsor has their own online 
folder link where all the letters and drawings as 
well as photos and teachers reports can be viewed 
at any time. 
New sponsors will receive a Welcome pack. It will 
include a profile of the child and their family as 
well as any other information we have. If you 

can help please contact Tracey at tracey.osiligi@yahoo.com or 07719811774  
 
So what about the next Osiligi Maasai Warriors Tour? The group is very keen to return and we are hoping to schedule a six-
week tour in the late summer/ early autumn of 2022.                                                                                                                  
A full itinerary will be published in the spring of 2022 on the tour website 
 

The Osiligi Team, April 2021 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Readers 
 

Our school, built in one of the poorest areas of Kenya, has just achieved number 2 for the area in the latest exam 
results. An outstanding achievement. 
 

We have now repaired more than 1200 broken hand pumps giving water to more than 350,000 people.  
 

We need more sponsors who can support the 4year old children starting school in July. 
 

All this and a lot more in the latest newsletter here. Just click here for the newsletter. 
 

Thanks for your interest 
 
Best wishes 
 
Roger Pannell            Trustee, Osiligi Charity Projects 

Two orphans, Dadio and Joshua outside their grandfather s hut  

The Osiligi Maasai Warriors during one of their UK tours.  
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Constant nagging didn't seem to provide any relief from 
having to clean up the bathroom after each of my three 
teenage children. 
 

After I cleaned it one day, I resorted to posting a sign that 
read: "Please leave the bathroom as you found it." 
 

I noticed the bathroom was in the usual mess after my son 
used it, so I called, "Brian, how did you find the bath-
room?" 
 

After a brief pause, he replied, "Straight down the hall, 
first door on the right."  

A friend hosted a dinner party for people from work and 
everyone was encouraged to bring their children. All dur-
ing the sit-down dinner one co-worker's three-year-old girl 
stared at the man sitting across from her. The girl could 
hardly eat her food from staring. 
The man checked his tie, felt his face for food, patted his 
hair in place, but nothing stopped her from staring at him. 
He tried his best to just ignore her but finally it was too 
much for him. He asked her, "Excuse me little girl, but 
why do you keep staring at me?" 

Everyone at the table had noticed her behaviour, and the 
table went quiet for her response. The little girl said, "I just 
want to see how you drink like a fish, my daddy says you 
can."  
 
The golfer sliced a ball into a field of chickens, striking 
one of the hens and killing it instantly. He was understand-
ably upset, and sought out the farmer. 
I m sorry,  he said, my terrible tee-shot hit one of your 

hens and killed it. Can I replace the hen?  
I don t know about that,  replied the farmer, mulling it 

over. How many eggs a day do you lay?  

I found that I have been happier since I changed from  coffee 
in the mornings to orange juice.    My Doctor explained that 
it s the vitamin C and natural sugars but I really think it s the 
vodka. 
 
 
This will be the first year we re not going to Hawaii because 
of Covid-19.                                                                       
Normally we don t go because we can t afford it. 
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LOGS FOR 
SALE 

Well Seasoned         
Hardwood Logs  

for Sale    
 

Free Delivery in Kingsdon 
 

Contact:  Austin            
Tel  07879690941 

Runner Duck  

Pet & Poultry Supplies Ltd  

 

Unit 16 Cary Court,        
Somerton Business Park, 
Bancombe Road,  
Somerton, Somerset,       
UK     TA11 6SB 

Tel:  01458 898020 

 

 

Whether your pet be big or small,                     
we will do our best  to cater for all.. 

Garden Compost 
 
 

Organic Compost Delivered to Kingsdon            
 

4 x 40 litre bags only £10 - Phone  
Paul Attwell on 07523 739789                                                               

for details and order your compost 

Simon Whatley                                     
Plumbing & Heating 

Glebelands, Bineham Lane, Yeovilton, 
Yeovil,  Somerset.  BA22 8EZ                           

Tel:  07794 784108 
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SORTED! e-newsletter 
Welcome to the latest SORTED! on how to reduce, reuse, recycle 

  
From why you should squash and put the tops back on plastic bottles through to your new stickerless garden waste collec-
tions - if you renew - we have the latest on your waste services today and, with the roll-out of Recycle More, tomorrow. 
Plus: all change for collections (but not recycle sites) after May's bank holidays, and how to do so much more 24/7 online to 
manage your waste services.  

 

Renew your garden waste subscription online NOW! 
  
Got a garden waste collection? Your service, extended due to last year's COVID disruption, runs out by Saturday 8 May. 
Renew now to avoid a gap; there is no amnesty or grace period, and the best way to pay is online. 
  
Starting a subscription? Sign up online or, if you prefer, buy garden waste sacks and order pick-ups to suit you via the My 
Waste Services menu at https://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/ 
  
In-cab technology to identify paid-up subscribers means the service will be stickerless from 10 May, and improved routes 
means some subscribers will get a letter with a different collection day. 
  
More details here on garden waste collections and how to renew or start a collection: https://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/
garden-waste-collections/ 
  
And if you need a bargain compost bin, check the information here: https://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/home-composting/ 
 
 

All change for collections after May's bank holidays 
  
All collections are one day later in the week of the Early May Bank Holiday. With no collections on Bank Holiday Monday 
(3 May), Monday's pick-ups are on Tuesday, through to Friday's taking place on Saturday 8 May. 
  
This affects recycling and rubbish, plus garden, clinical, assisted and bulky waste collections, and waste container deliveries. 
  
Meanwhile, the Spring Bank Holiday on Monday 30 May will also see one-day-later collections that week, including Fri-
day's on Saturday 5 June. 
  
For both bank holidays, recycle sites will be unchanged, though they are all now on their summer hours (weekdays 9am-
6pm, weekends 9am-4pm). 
  
On Fridays, 10 sites open 9am-6pm: Bridgwater, Chard, Frome, Highbridge, Minehead, Somerton, Taunton, Wellington, 
Wells, Yeovil. On Saturdays and Sundays, all 16 sites open 9am to 4pm. On Mondays, 12 sites open 9am-6pm: Bridgwa-
ter, Castle Cary, Chard, Cheddar, Crewkerne, Frome, Minehead, Street, Taunton, Wells, Williton, Yeovil. 
  
To check your bank holiday collection days, see My Collection Day at https://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/ 

May Collection Dates for Kingsdon 

Wheelie Bins  Tuesdays  11th & 27th 

Kerbside Collection Wednesday 5th &  Tuesdays 11th, 18th & 25th 

Green Bins   Fridays  14th & 28th 
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Recycle More heads South for summer (and beyond soon after) 
  
South Somerset residents should prepare for their exciting new recycling service by thinking inside the box. 
  
Recycle More - full details: https://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycle-more/ - reaches South Somerset in late June, with 
much more recycling collected every week, and emptier rubbish bins taken every three weeks. Having all the right containers 
to make full use of weekly recycling is key. 

 Everyone can have a green and a black recycling box, plus a food waste bin. All are FREE and can be ordered easily online 
with the My Waste Service menu at https://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/   
  

Never use anything except the safe and efficient official boxes and bins. 
  
To help South Somerset get ready, SWP is hosting Question and Answer sessions on its @somersetwaste Facebook 
page https://www.facebook.com/SomersetWaste: 

• Friday, 7 May (12noon-1pm) 
• Tuesday 25 May (7-8pm) 
• Wednesday 16 June (7-8am) 
• Monday 5 July (7-8pm) 
  
Launched successfully in Mendip last year and rollng out to all homes in Somerset West and Taunton and Sedgemoor within 
months, Recycle More will add the following items to South Somerset s weekly recycling collections: 
• Household and food rigid plastic pots, tubs and trays 
• Food and drink cartons 
• Small batteries 
• Small electrical items 
  
Every home will have a new recycling container – a "Bright Blue Bag" – delivered just before the new service starts. 
  
Different materials will go into different containers, with the bag used to for plastic pots, tubs, trays and bottles; plus cans, 
foil and empty aerosols. 
  
Everyone in South Somerset will be sent full Recycle More information before the service starts, including their collection 
calendar and a what-goes-where guide. 
  
Extra support is available for anyone with concerns about Recycle More. Garden and clinical waste collections will not 
change with Recycle More. 
  
Find Recycle More details (including planned roll-out dates for Somerset West and Taunton and Sedgemoor) here:   https://
www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycle-more/ 

All the latest advice on your kerbside collections 
  
To get more into your recycling containers, and more into the recycling trucks, while helping crews, residents should: 
• Rinse and, if safe, crush cans 
• Rinse, tops back on glass bottles and jars 
• Rinse, squash, tops back on plastic bottles 
• Tear up and flatten card 
• (and in Mendip now and South Somerset from the end of June, with expanded Recycle More collections, rinse and tops 
back on cartons) 
       
To keep yourself safe and others safe, wash/sanitise hands before and after handling waste containers, disinfect handles, and 
maintain social distance from waste staff. Never put  masks, gloves, tissues or cleaning cloths in recycling. For more on 
COVID-19 and safe waste, see: https://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/coronavirus/ 
  
And for what to do with the waste from COVID home test kits, see: https://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/covid-self-test-kits-
what-to-do-with-the-waste/ 

  
What taken where you live: https://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/recycling-collections/ 
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So much you can do online 24/7, so much you can discover 
  
My Waste Services at https://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/ makes it easy to: 

• Order recycle containers 
• Buy or renew garden waste subscription 
• Report missed collection after 7pm on due day 
• Order paid-for bulky waste pick-up 
• Make comment/complaint 
• Sort clinical or assisted service 
• Pay for asbestos/plasterboard 
• Get a recycle site permit 
  
While at https://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/ take a good look round to find all you need: 

• Check your collection days at My Collection Day 
• What collected where you live 
• All the information about your nearest recycle sites 
• Latest news that will affect your waste services 
• Food waste tips, ideas on reuse and repair 
... and all you need to know about reusable nappies 

 

Information and support for all 

Everyone will be sent full information before anything changes for them, starting with a Get ready for   
Recycle More  leaflet which is due to arrive in South Somerset in mid-May. 

 

This will be followed by a Recycle More is coming soon  leaflet which is due to arrive in 
South Somerset in early June. 

You can follow @somersetwaste on Facebook for regular updates and take part in some dedicated Recycle More out of hours 
Q&A sessions. 

We are also taking part in Recycle More discussions at South Somerset Talking Café live events run by the Community 
Council for Somerset (CCS). (Talking Café Live events run by the Community Council for Somerset 

You can contact us using My Waste Services at somersetwaste.gov.uk or call your district council. If you are in South Som-
erset the number is 01935 462462. 
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