
Village Halls  
to remain closed until       

17 May 
 
 

Contrary to the government s an-
nouncement on 22 February, village 
halls will not be able to reopen   after 
Easter, except for a small number of 
permitted activities. 
 
 
England s 10,000+ rural community 
buildings will instead have to wait 
until 17 May before they can be hired 
out for many functions including ex-
ercise  classes, coffee mornings, per-
formances and  celebrations. 

Issue No. 164                                                                                                   1st April  2021 

Local Government Reform 
 

On Monday 22 February the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, launched a 
consultation on proposals for the future of local government in Somerset.   The closing date for responses is 19 
April.  There are 2 proposals on the table that he is considering and in each case there is a comprehensive break-
down of how authority will be delegated to local councils and responsibility for the many services that we current-
ly enjoy.  There is a lot of information.  Both solutions are quite complex and a bit daunting and for the full pic-
ture you need to read the business cases below. 
 

A One Somerset solution proposed by Somerset County Council will introduce a single council at county level 
with authority delegated to town and parish councils, grouped into Local Community Networks, groups of co-
located town and parish councils. The full business case can be found on the One Somerset website at One Somer-
set | The Future of Local Government in Somerset .  Follow the link at https://onesomerset.org.uk 
 

A Somerset Together solution proposed by the existing District Councils will introduce two separate authorities 
with the county split vertically to give East and West Somerset, each with its own council.  Authority and respon-
sibility will be delegated in some areas to local town and parish councils and area groups will come together to 
coordinate services.  Our councillors support this solution.  Follow the link at www.strongersomerset.co.uk 
 

Individuals or groups can have their own input to the consultation process by going to con-
sult.communities.gov.uk and selecting Somerset Unitarisation from the list of open consultations or by clicking 
the following link https://consult.communities.gov.uk/governance-reform-and-democracy/somerset/.  The survey 
will then take you through a number of questions on how you view the proposals so you will need to have some 
understanding of what s involved before you take it. 
 

Best of luck! 
 

David Beswick     Chairman Kingsdon Parish Council 

The Kingsdon Chronicle 100 club draw  
The March winners were  drawn by Jenny Bassham in the shop  on 
Thursday 18th march: 
          1st          91.      Guy Osborne 
        2nd          17.      Pam Ford 
         3rd         42.      Carolyn Fordham 

EASTER SERVICES AT ALL SAINTS 
  
Dear Villagers 
  
We are pleased to announce that services will be held in your Church 
over Easter as follows: 
  
Good Friday 2nd April             2.00 p.m.              Devotional 
Easter Sunday 4th April           8.00 a.m.             Holy Communion 
  
All services will be led by Rev Alan Symonds who is having to spread 
himself across the Benefice Churches rather thinly on Easter Day 
which is why we have opted for an 8 a.m. Communion here as it was 
the only morning service on offer.   Please remember to book in with 
Alan for any of these services by phoning him on 01458 272029. 
  
We will look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at these 
services. 
  
HAPPY EASTER from   KINGSDON P.C.C. 
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Kingsdon Village Hall 
(Registered Charity No. 304570) 

 
Trustees:  Marilyn Elliott ( Chair)  David Thomson  

(Secretary)  Ian Dibben  (Treasurer)                                 
Guy Osborne, Tim Owen. 

 

For all information  (except bookings)  contact: -    David 
Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. Kingsdon TA11 
7LL    Tel:01935 841453 
 

For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, 
Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444                                                     
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 

Village Halls to remain closed  until 17 
May 

 
The Kingsdon Jubilee Fund Trustees 

 

    Chairman: Andy Fryer,   Secretary: Martin Gilmore,  
Treasurer: Tim Taylor,                                                                                                               

Trustees:  Alec & Carol Anderson, Ian Dibben,        
Mark Freeman,  Beverley & Robert Fulton, .Guy Osborne 

& James Carver      
 
 

Kingsdon Cricket Club 
 

 

Trustees :  Mike Davies, Richard South, Ben Carlisle 
Chairman  :  Phil Waters 
Treasurer: : Simon Rumbles 
Fixtures Sec. :  Ben Carlisle 
Team Selection :  Phil Waters 
Ground Maintenance :  Ben Carlisle,  Mike Davies 
Team Captain & Secretary : TBA 
 
ll appointees temporary pending AGM , probably in the 
Autumn after we see how things go!  
 
 

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club  
 

The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday 
evenings  between 7.30pm and 9.30pm.   If you are interested 
then please contact  Nina Carlisle  840933 or just come along. 
  

Kingsdon Afternoon Club 
 

The Afternoon  Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the 
month at 3pm in the Village Hall.  New members (any age) 
are always welcome.  For information contact Richards South  
tel: 840912 
 

Kingsdon Boule & Croquet Club  
We re hoping to be starting Thursday April 

15th!  Full details next Chronicle. 
 

Members meet at the Kingsdon Cricket Ground every Thurs-
day between 2 and 4 pm followed by cake and tea. 

The club welcomes new members. 
Taster sessions in boules or croquet are available too and can 

be arranged on other days/evenings to suit. 
 

For more information contact:- 
Nina Carlisle 01935 840933 email ninacarlisle@talktalk.net 

Sally Smith 07729 301207;  Phyl Winsor 01935 840384  
 

Kingsdon Knitting Club 
(Knitting for Good Causes) 

 

The Knitters meet on the second Saturday of the month at 
10.30am to midday in the Community Shop.   
 

For information please contact:    Linda Rumbles 01935 
840132 or Babs Conway 01935 841811 

 

All Saints Church, Kingsdon. 
 
 

Priest in Charge:   Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029  (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and 
other occasional services) 
 

Church Warden:  Mrs Bel Allan  Tel. 01935 840878 
 

Parochial Church Council: Secretary: Nicholas J. Allan Tel 01935 840878  Treasurer:  Tony Steele-Perkins  
01935 840184 
 

Tower Captain:   Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344 

ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETINGS 
 

Our annual meetings at which Churchwardens and 
PCC members are elected are taking place this month. 
If you wish to hear our report on what has happened 
over the last year and to vote at the meeting 
then you will need to be on the Churches Electoral 
Roll of the Parish in which you live. 
Please contact Revd Alan Symonds for further details. 
Meeting dates 

Kingsdon Mon 26th April 4pm 
Charltons Mon 26th April 7pm 

            Somerton Tues 27th April 7pm. 

Found Earring  

This single earring has been found in the road outside 
the pub.  Contact The Chronicle for more information 



From the Vicarage 
 

Preparing for Easter this year, it has struck me again how the whole Easter story can be encapsulated in a series of 
one-line comments. 
I have selected my top ten  which helps me reflect on all of the events we remember at Easter. 
  
The son of man came to give his life as a ransom for many   Mt 20:28 
This is my blood of the covenant which is poured out for many  Mk 14:24 

"Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done." Lk 22:42 
Father forgive them for they do not know what they are doing  Lk 23:34 
My God, my God why have you forsaken me?  Mt 27:46 
Father into your hands I commit my spirit  Lk 23:46 
He has risen from the dead  Mt 28:7 
A ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see I have  Lk 24: 39 
Go into all the world and preach the good news  Mk 16:15 
I am with you always to the very end of the age  Mt 28:20 

 

Perhaps you too can find some time and space to think about some of these one-liners, or to choose your own ten, 
and remind yourselves of their significance for you and those you love. 
With every blessing  Alan 

 
Other than those marked all Somerton services will be broadcast on zoom at the same time as in Church. If you wish to at-
tend any of these services it is still necessary to book please call 01458 272029 or e-mail Somerton.vicar@btinternet.com, 
bookings open 8 days before the service. 
If you wish to join on Zoom please use www.zoom.us/join/  Meeting ID: 781 317 8193 Passcode: 776870 
 

 
Or call from your home telephone 0203 481 5237 or 0203 481 5240 
You will be prompted to enter the meeting ID which is 781 317 8193 followed by the # 
Then it will ask for you for you participant ID just hit the # button 
Then it will ask for the meeting password put in 77 68 70 followed by the # and you should be connected. 
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Mon 29th March    8pm Compline S  RC 
(Zoom only) 

Tues 30th March    8pm Compline  
(Zoom only) 

Wed 31st  10am HC S  -  AS  8pm Compline S   JT 
(Zoom only) 

Maundy Thursday 
1stnApril  (white) 

   7pm Benefice HC  S  -  AS 

Good Friday 2nd 
(Colours removed) 

 10am Good Friday 
Service CM  -  JGo 
 

12 noon GF service S- 
2pm GF  Service K 

 

Easter Sunday 4th 
April 
(gold or white) 

6am Sunrise Service in 
Somerton Churchyard 
AS (live only, not on 
zoom) 

8am HC K - AS 
9.30 HC CA - AS 
 

  

Wed 7th   10am HC S  - AS   
Sun 11th 
Easter 2 white 

 9.30 K - AS 
11 S - AS 

  

Wed 14th   10am HC -    

Sun 18th Apr 
Easter 3 
white 

 9.30 CM  JGo 
11am S - JGr (live on-
ly not on zoom) 

  

Wed 21st  10am HC S - JGr (live 
only not on zoom) 

  

Sun 25th 
Easter 4 white 

 9.30 HC K AS 
11am HC S AS 

  

Wed 28th   10am HC S AS   



Cancelled – Good Friday Walk  collection box is now in the Village Community Shop 
 

In last months Chronicle we were sorry to learn that the Kingsdon Good Friday Walk   through Kingsdon Woods 
had once more been cancelled.  This walk raises much needed funds for St Margaret s Hospice.  We are now 
pleased to tell you that a collection box is now in the Village Community Shop, where, if you wish, you can put 
your loose change, notes or even cheques. 
Please give generously if you can and lets see if we can help to make up for the losses in income the charity has 
lost during the pandemic. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2021 Great British Wildflower Hunt. 

 

For those of you who would still like to get out and about over Easter why not try the 2021 Great British Wild-
flower Hunt.  A hunt for spring flowers such as primroses, celandines, bluebells, speedwell and many more in the 
hedgerows and fields surrounding the village.   Did you know there are more then 70 species of wildflowers that 
appear in the spring?  You can join in this survey by visiting: www.plantlife.org.uk/wildflowerhunt  where you 
can either download the app and report you findings, or just print off the two sheets of pictures of flowers, and see 

One Legged Robin 
 

We have only ever seen our front garden resident 
male Robin stand on what we believe is his left 
leg whilst feeding on suet balls from the feeder 
outside our dining room window. If there is a 
wind blowing he has to use its wings like a hum-
mingbird to maintain his balance on his one 
good leg, or so it seems. 
 

How do we know he only has one leg?  In cold 
weather birds will take it in turn to tuck one of 
their legs up for warmth,  it hasn t been that 
cold. It is more likely he has an injured right leg 
tucked  up in his plumage.    

The rapid wing fluttering, something I have nev-
er seen done by our garden birds before, must 
use a lot of their energy.   
 

As for a visit to the vet, I don t think Mr Robin is 
keen on that, he keeps his distance. - Marilyn 
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Somerton and Wincanton Newsletter 
Avon and Somerset Police 
 
Hello and welcome to our March edition of the newsletter. Below are some of the things that the team have been 
doing over the last month together with useful information for you. 
 
Community Speed Watch 
Following the road map announcement it has been decided that Community Speed Watch activity will resume on 
8th March. Community Speed Watch volunteers work closely with the Neighbourhood team in order to monitor 
and tackle speeding in the towns and villages. For information and myth busting please visit 
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/SpeedingQuestions. If you wish to join an existing speed watch scheme or would 
like to set up a new scheme please visit www.avonandsomerset.police.uk and search for Community Speed 
Watch. We also work with the Speed enforcement team and can request them to visit sites, should you identify a 
problem. The speed enforcement team have been out in Compton Dundon over the last few days and registered 
over 25 vehicles speeding in the 30mph zone. They regularly visit a variety of sites. 

 
Milborne Wick 
We have found a STIHL stone cutter in Milborne Wick and would like to 
return it to  its owner. It was found on 22nd February 2021. The cutter has 
been marked, if  anyone recognises or knows who it belongs to please 
call 101 quoting 5221039545.  
   
Tool Marking 
Once lock down has eased we will look to complete tool marking events 
within the community. However, you can do this yourself by either using 
a U.V marker and writing your postcode and last name in a discreet area 
of the tool or equipment. Alternatively you can engrave your postcode 

and last name on the item. If you 
would like advice around tool marking please email,   SomEastNPTSomertonan@avonandsomerset.police.uk  
 

Ash 
We have had information that there has been an increase in gatherings in Ash recreation grounds, with loud music 
being played and litter being left at the location. It is thought that the groups may have been displaced from 
Martock due to the installation of high quality CCTV. This is good news for Martock and hopefully shows the suc-
cess of the CCTV and how it can prevent anti-social behaviour. However, this is obviously not good news for the 
residents of Ash. Whilst we are still in lockdown it is still an offence to gather, therefore if there are groups of peo-
ple gathering we encourage residents to contact us, giving us the opportunity to deal with the issue. If reports are 
received this will enable us to carry out directed anti-social behaviour patrols.  
 
Henstridge 
We have received reports of motor bikes being used on the playing fields in Henstridge. This is obviously a nui-
sance to the residents who live close to the area, due to the noise of the bikes. It is also an offence for anyone to 
ride motor bikes on the grounds. We can tackle this issue, if we locate the riders, by dealing with them for using 
the vehicles in an anti-social manner. We use section 59 of the Police Reform Act 2002, this gives a power to issue 
them with a s.59 notice, telling them that should they commit this offence again there is a power for their vehicle 
to be seized and potentially crushed. If anyone sees people riding motor bikes on any playing fields or public land 
in an anti-social manner please call 101. If anyone can identify the riders or has video footage we can use that as 
part of our enforcement. 
 
Bike Marking 
We have a facility to mark and register bikes. This is a scheme 
we offer for free and registers your bike on a central system. 
Registering and marking your bike achieves two major objec-
tives, 1) By marking the frame of your bike with a Police Pre-
ferred product it will make your bike less attractive as a theft 
target. 2) It assists the Police in quickly tracing the ownership 
of recovered bikes through the Bikeregister permanent ID 
mark. 
 
The Bikeregister ownership document is your Log Book and 
provides proof of ownership for you and any potential buyer. Bikeregister also provides protection for buyers and 
sellers of second hand bikes as it allows prospective purchases to check the bike s ID mark or frame number on the 
site to see if it is flagged as stolen. If you wish to have your bike registered please contact SomEastNPTSomerto-
nan@avonandsomerset.police.uk 
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Type 2 diabetes  -  Find out if you re high risk 
 

Type 2 diabetes is a very serious condition but there are lots of things you can do to reduce your risk of develop-
ing it. 
 

If you are at high risk of developing Type 2 diabetes, your free local Healthier You service can help you put your 
health back in your hands and reduce your risk. 
 

The first thing you need to do is to find out if you are at high risk of developing Diabetes Type 2 by using the Di-
abetes UK risk tool. 
 

Find out how at risk you are at https://preventing-diabetes.co.uk/know-your-risk-dtc/ 
 
Type 2 diabetes  -  It s time to get serious 
 

Every two minutes someone finds out that they have Type 2 diabetes, a potentially serious health condition that 
can cause long-term health problems. It can lead to sight loss, kidney failure, loss of a limb, and makes you at 
least twice as likely to have a heart attack or stroke. 
 

It s very important that you find out if you are at high risk of Type 2 diabetes so you can get support to lower your 
risk. You may even be eligible for your free local Healthier 
You NHS Diabetes Prevention Programme. 
 

The Diabetes UK risk tool can help you find out if you re at risk of developing the condition. It takes just a few 
minutes and could be the most important thing you do today. 
 

Find out how at risk you are at https://preventing-diabetes.co.uk/know-your-risk-dtc/ 
 
Type 2 diabetes  -  Get with the programme 
 

We know it can be tough to make lifestyle changes but with the right help it is possible to make simple changes 
that reduce your risk of developing Type 2 diabetes. 
 

Put your health back in your hands and reduce your risk of developing the condition. Your free local Healthier 
You NHS Diabetes Prevention Programme will help you 
do just that. 
 

The first thing you need to do is to find out if you are at high risk of developing Type 2 Diabetes. You can do this 
by using the Diabetes UK risk tool. 
 

If you re at moderate or high risk, you will be invited to sign up to your local Healthier You service. 
 

Find out how at risk you are at https://preventing-diabetes.co.uk/know-your-risk-dtc/ 
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Cllr. Brian Payne 
Vice-Chairman 

Email: KPCvice-chair@kingsdon.org 
Westgate, Top St. Kingsdon TA11 7JU 

 Tel: 01935 842058 
(Former school field Parish Council) link) 

paul.rowsell@southsomerset.gov.uk   charlie.hull@southsomerset.gov.uk  

KPC-chair@kingsdon.org 

keith.tridgell@kingsdon.org    Tel 07899790713 

Allotment & Church Link 

Email:    phillip_kpc_waters@yahoo.com  
 

Tel: 07815898065 
(Trees) 



 

                                                               
   Draft MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 

THURSDAY 11th March 2021 VIA Zoom AT 7.30pm 
 

 
Parishioner comment time: 
A parishioner was asking for the village plan to be on the agenda. David responded that we have been waiting for 
the decision of the Kingsdon Estate Planning Application which was due early 2020. There is still no firm date but 
April/May 2021 has been mentioned. 
T.Capozzoli – no major applications are being looked at currently. 
Therefore, David confirmed that the village plan is still on hold until the decision has been made on the Kingsdon 
Estate Planning Application. 
T.Capozzoli reported that the Ilchester straight will be closed 15th March – 1st April, 7am – 7pm. He has also re-
quested a slot for the district etc councillors in future meetings. 
 
Present:  
Mr David Beswick (Chairman), Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mr G. Osborne, Mr I Dibben, Mr A. Anderson and 
Mr P. Waters (Parish Councillors); Mr T. Capozzoli (District councillor), Mr D Ruddle (County Councillor) and 
Charlie Hull (District Councillor), Mrs Kate Hatt (Parish Clerk); Mr K. Tridgell (RFO) plus 2 parishioners. 
  
1. Apologies:    
 Mrs S Mackay   
 
2. Declarations of Interest:  
Two councillors have an interest in item 9 so will not be involved in discussion or vote at this point. 
 
3. Minutes:  
The minutes the monthly Parish Council meeting held on the 10th December 2020, which had been previously cir-
culated, were proposed by B.Paine and seconded by P.Waters , and unanimously approved and signed.   

 
4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items 
P.Waters – spoke to tree surgeon and by the end of March this work will be done on Lombardy Poplar tree. 
I.Dibben has approached a parishioner to talk about accessibility but has yet to receive a response. He has also 
looked into changing the gate to include disabled access but so far, he has been told no funding is available to do 
this because it is not on the actual footpath. It would take all of his budget. I.Dibben will continue to look into this 
issue of accessibility. He is also looking into the height of the benches as well. 
David pointed out that making access easier could prove problems for toddlers. I.Dibben clarified that he is was 
referring to the path going past the village hall, not the village field. 
A parishioner reminded the meeting that it is not just about wheelchair users, but other issues such as crutches and 
other issues that make accessibility difficult. 
 
 
5. Chairman s Report 
There is information circulating about the unitary authority in Somerset. There is still a way to go. But do keep a 
look out at the information and consider the options.  
Charlie Hull is keen for parishioners to also have their say and will send these details to the clerk to be shared. 
Councillors should also reply as individuals. 
 
6. Correspondence 
The latest police report has been circulated to councillors.  
 
 
and 7.2 Finance- report and cheque signing. 
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                 Cheques have been already signed under the current covid agreement. 
 
8. Trees:  P.Waters and B.Paine have come up with a plan for tree planting, which was then shared with the meet-
ing, including the varieties.  
I.Dibben wanted us to be cautious about the glow worm area until we have the results in. 
Charlie has said that there has been a lot of work going on with environment champions and is hoping he can link 
us up with these people and share expertise. 
None of the suggested varieties will attract squirrels or other pests. 
Parishioner may have a tree that could need relocating. He also has some information on an ancient oak that could 
aid discussion with a farmer – he will liaise with P.Waters on both issues. 
 
P.Waters proposed to spend his budget allocation on this tree planting plan, B.Paine seconded, all in favour. 
 
9. Marquee 
G.Osborne is seeking permission for a marque to be erected on the village field in April 2022 for a wedding.  
David explained that we have done this previously. 
 
Davide Beswick proposed that we give permission subject to correct insurance, I.Dibben seconded, all in favour. 

KPC Current Account Opening balance as at 01.02.2021 £2,234.12 
40 Net Cheque /Standing Order Cleared Balance £876.19 
  Payments/Transfer In - nil £0.00 
  Transfer Out - £0.00 
  Closing Balance as at 28.02.2021 £1,357.93 
  SALC Chq No. 100625 £95.11 
  True Balance as at 28.02.2021 £1,262.82 

   
KPC General Reserve A/C Opening balance as at 01.02.2021 £7,600.61 
51 Net Cheque Balance £0.00 
  Interest - £0.00 
  Transfer In £0.00 
  Transfer Out - nil £0.00 
  Closing Balance as at 28.02.2021 £7,600.61 

   
KPC Earmarked Reserve A/C Opening balance as at 01.02.2021 £45,355.69 
43 Transfer In £0.00 
  Interest £0.00 
  Transfer Out £0.00 
  Closing Balance as at 28.02.2021 £45,355.69 

Clerk Services Payroll of £100pm June 2019 until further notice and RFO Services 
Payroll as from 04.2020 until further notice   KPCM 11/4/19

(Clerk) 
Kate Hatt - Clerk services £100.00 Standing order 
K Tridgell - RFO Services £120.00 Standing order 
HMRC PAYE Month 11 (6th Feb to 5th March 2021) £25.00 Chq 100643 
Defib Warehouse - Defib replacement batteries and pads (Refund DB) £314.40 

Chq 100642 

123-Reg - Linux Business annual renewal (Refund ID) £115.06 Chq 100644 

D24 Media - Wen hosting Kingsdon.Org (Refund ID) £288.00 Chq 100645 
Geoxphere Ltd - Parish Online annual subs £60.00 Chq 100646 
GTH - half year rent of Allotment & Field £240.00 Chq 100647 

TOTAL ACTAUL EXPENDITURE - Up to 08.03.2021 £1,262.46  

Amount approval (less S.O. pre approved clerk & RFO) £1,042.46 
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10. Future Meetings:  We should be able to hold meetings in person from May onwards, although there may be 
some change with this.   We would like to hold the annual meeting the second week in May. K.Hatt to look into 
what is currently being advised regarding the parish meeting. It is all subject to change according to covid. 
K.Tridgell will seek some advice on the meeting regarding the end of year accounts. 
 

11. Village Signs:   I.Dibben would like us to look at putting up the official environment road sign on the three 
entrances to the village – it is a red triangle with a hedgehog. He would like to speak to highways about this in the 
hope that it would at least help save some wildlife. He has also had a quote for some others which will be put in 
other places in the village – they are £20 each, so that more people will see them. 
David wanted us to be cautious about not having too many signs. 
P.Waters said we could remove the un-needed school sign and replace it with a hedgehog sign. Dean Ruddle said 
that we could just go ahead and do this. 
I.Dibben requested permission to purchase the 3 £20 hedgehog signs, B.Paine seconded, all in favour. 
 

 12. Date of next meeting:   8th April 2021. This may be cancelled and carried over to May. 
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40pm 

 
 

South Somerset District Council  -  Planning Applications Received  
 

Application No:         21/00693/TCA       
Applicant Name:       Mr Robert Jones  
Proposal:               Notification of intent to carry out tree surgery works to No.01 tree within a conservation area  
Location:                   Cheriton Cottage 17 Middle Street Kingsdon Somerton TA11 7LG  
Application Status :   Pending Consideration 
 
Application No:         20/03413/HOU  
Applicant Name:       Mr Phillip Waters  
Proposal:               Extension and alteration to existing house  
Location:                   The Old Bakery, Chapel Hill,  Kingsdon,  Somerton,  Somerset,  TA11 7LN  
Application Status :   Application permitted with conditions  
 
Application No:        20/03122/LBC  
Applicant Name:       Mrs Elizabeth Newsam  
Proposal;                   Structural stabilisation works for alteration, repair & restoration to include the removal &  
                                   replacement  of fireplace lintel with surround, fit solid fuel burners, roofing works to include the  
                                   addition of  chimney pots and other internal works  
Location:                    26 North Town Kingsdon Somerton TA11 7LF  
Application Status :    Application Permitted with Conditions  
 
Subject:  19/02888/OUT - Land West Of Henley Road And East Of Lower Road Kingsdon [1026B] 
 

Dear Sirs, 
 

With reference to your email of 25 February 2021 regarding the present issue of phosphates on the Somerset   Levels 
and Moors, I agree on behalf of the applicant to an extension of time for determination of the above  application until 
31 May 2021. 
 

Yours faithfully 
 

Andrew Preston MRICS 
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Dog poop bag  

I don t appreciate whoever has picked up their dogs 
poo and dumped the bag on top of the drain in our 
road! What s the point in doing that? I m a dog owner 
myself and would NEVER leave a bag littering our 
precious village.   I ll pick it up and dispose of it in 
MY bin. PLEASE dog owners take it home and throw 
your dogs mess in your own wheelie bins!  

Miche Eagle 

 



Kingsdon Community Shop April 2021  
 
EASTER GOODIES  
 

There are still a few 
Easter goodies  for 
sale in the shop to-
gether with a selec-
tion of Easter cards. 
We also have minia-
ture eggs for Easter 
Egg Hunts.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
EASTER RAFFLE  
 

Raffle tickets will remain on sale until closure on 
Thursday 1 April. Winners will be contacted by 
phone and names displayed in the shop.  
 

SHOP STOCK ITEMS  
 

Once again, if there are products you would dearly 
love to see stocked in the shop, please let us know. 
Email us at kingsdonshop@gmail.com. If there is 
demand and/or a strong feeling that an item will 
sell, we will endeavour to source it.  
 
SHOP OPERATIONS  
 

Thank you to everyone for co-operating with our 
card only payment. This has protected our volun-

teers from having to handle cash and removed the need to deposit cash into the bank. As restrictions lift, we will 
look at enabling all forms of payment and extending our opening hours. Hand sanitation and the wearing of masks 
will continue for the time being. We will of course advise everyone as soon as changes come into operation.  
 

EASTER HOURS  
 

The shop will remain open for the usual hours on both Good Friday and Easter Monday. Milk, Bread and Newspa-
pers will be delivered on their normal respective days and can be ordered in the usual way.  
 

KCS DATABASE  
 

If you would like to receive updates from Kingsdon Community Shop on offers, News, Events etc, please drop us 
an email giving permission at kingsdonshop@gmail.com We do not share your email or use it for anything other 
than Shop business.  

Any questions please feel free to contact me or any of the committee members 
  

christine_taylor_1@icloud.com  
 

01935 841402  
 

On behalf of Kingsdon Community Shop  
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PLANTS  
 

There is a selection of garden plants 
for sale at the barrow  by the side of 
the shop. Please pay in the shop.  



Gently does it! 
 

As part of the Swordfish W5856             
maintenance package the wings of the 
Swordfish have been removed for NDT 
testing. The Non destructive testing is an 
analysis technique by digital X-ray to  
evaluate the wings without causing any 
damage.  
 
27th March at 11am. -   The Swordfish W5856 
has now completed her NDT X-rays and the 
engineering team will start to put her back 
together!  
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The scene was set on a grey, overcast, wintry day in Scotland on 7 December 1988, when I was the Duty SAR pilot 
and aircraft captain on 819 Naval Air Squadron, based at HMS Gannet in Ayrshire. This was just two weeks before 
we took part in a much larger SAR operation at Lockerbie, but that s another story. 
 
I have always had a certain admiration for the guys in the back who descend down winch-wires in all sorts of con-
ditions and this dit is about the grittier end of that particular scale. For us helicopter pilots, the art of hovering is the 
key to success and it is required at some stage in every sortie, but it ranges from the very easy, to the extremely 
interesting , which this dit may help explain. At the easier edge of the scale it s sitting over an airfield on a lovely 

summer s day with 15 knts of wind and excellent references all around. For the uninitiated, you need some form of 
visual reference to maintain a hover, in order to see when you are drifting away from the mark and quickly correct 
for that movement. Easy enough when you can see the target and the ground is not moving, but it gets progressive-
ly more interesting when the reference point is moving in a rough sea and/or the wind is howling around you. If 
you then turn the lights down (or out) at the other side of the scale, things can really start to focus your attention. 
Of course, in this day and age it is perfectly possible for a helicopter to enter an automatic hover linked to a GPS co
-ordinate, however, if you have to maintain position on a moving target that is not an option. 
 
This particular call-out came in the early afternoon, when we were tasked to go to a fishing vessel some 140 miles 
west of Gannet, in the North Atlantic, about 50 miles north of Donegal in Ireland. The forecast weather on scene 
was less than ideal, with a Force 8 gale blowing from the South West and full cloud cover at 300 feet. Given the 
conditions, the decision was taken by the Rescue Co-ordination Centre to launch the on-call Nimrod as top cover. I 
had previous experience of a Nimrod providing co-ordination earlier that year at the Piper Alpha oil-rig disaster 
and despite what we say about Crabs, I was quite happy that big brother  would be watching, as this was going to 
be about the maximum range of our endurance, given the headwinds we would be facing to get there. 
In this case we also took the local GP, Dr Jimmy Begg, who had volunteered to join us for any complex life-saving 
missions. Whilst the dark, noisy back of a Seaking smelling of aviation fuel and hydraulic fluid is strangely com-
forting to Naval aviators, it is well outside the civilian comfort zone and I also take my hat off to Jimmy, who al-
ways turned up when requested and never once complained about the conditions. 
 
Luckily the Nimrod quickly located the fishing vessel, which confirmed that a crewman had suffered a suspected 
heart attack and they were able to guide us straight to the target, thus saving valuable fuel in a potential search. 
This is when it really started to get interesting, as the fishing boat was rolling around heavily in a 20 foot swell and 
the only option to keep some form of stability, was to get her to sail down-sea to avoid a large pitching motion. 
The only area suitable to lower a man onto was at the back of the boat, but to have the winch wire over that spot, 
meant that I could not see the boat from the cockpit, which is about 15 feet forward of the winch; back to the point 
about visual references! This was not something you covered in training and it was compounded by the fact that we 
had to hover about 80 feet high to avoid the rolling masts and fishing gear of the trawler. 
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I was now entirely reliant on voice commands from Jerry Scott, the winch operator, while he was also trying to 
lower Bob Yeomans down the wire, along with a stretcher, which was being blown around in the gale. At several 
times on the way down and indeed back up, the winch wire and high-line (a rope used to stabilise the winch) both 
became entangled in the trawlers rigging; this is where teamwork and training really came to the fore. Training as 
no-one panicked, but rather just got on with the job and teamwork, as the combination of a steady con from Jerry, 
coupled with signals from Bob ensured eventual success. I did have a slight moment of concern at one stage, as I 
was flying with my head stuck out of the window to try and see the boat, whereupon I thought my helmet had got 
stuck in the open window. Luckily brute force came to the fore and I managed to free it, albeit with a slightly 
scraped helmet. 
 
We eventually got the poor fisherman into the aircraft and immediately set off back to Scotland before it got dark. 
Jimmy worked his magic in stabilising him and by the time he was delivered to Crosshouse Hospital the immedi-
ate danger had passed and he survived to fish another day. I guess the purpose of this dit is that you never really 
see the grittier side of SAR flying and I reiterate my deep respect for the aircrewmen and women who quite liter-
ally put their lives in the hands of their crew. 
 
Navy Wings CEO, Jock Alexander 

 

 

Royal Navy Red Devils Display 
Team - the first aerobatic team 

to produce smoke! 

 
 

September 1957 Farnborough 
Airshow: 738 NAS team of five 

Seahawks. 

What would you do if you won the top 
prize of £10,000? 

 

Did you know that you can play the 
Navy Wings Weekly Lottery from just 

£1 a week? 

 

Help us to keep these nationally       
important aircraft flying and maybe 

win big too! 
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Family Fleet Air Arm Stories 
Article by Navy Wings Supporter Alex Owen   

Shelia Tucker 
 

Having joined the Wrens (WRNS – Women s Royal Naval Service) as 
an officer, aged 19, Sheila Tucker (pictured) fell in love with a Fleet 
Air Arm Sea Hurricane pilot named Charles William Grayburn Rich-
ardson (pic 2), known as Grayburn . A proposal soon followed and by 
1944 they were due to be married. Sadly, but not uncommonly, Shelia 
had already had three fiancées killed in the war before Grayburn.  
 

Grayburn Richardson, desperate to see his girl, flew over to Northern 
Ireland where Shelia was based running a radio telegraphy team. On 
landing at nearby Maydown, County Derry, he bumped into a great 
chum from training, Robert (Robin) Owen (pic 3). Robin was a lanky 
Scot, and former veterinary surgeon, whose application to join the   
cavalry was turned down on account of him being too clever for the 
cav.  (More on Robin to follow).  
Knowing that Robin was based at Maydown flying Swordfish sorties 
over the Atlantic, Grayburn asked for him to look out for Shelia in his 
absence. Richardson was going aboard HMS Nairana, an aircraft carri-
er running convoy protection.   
On 26th May 1944 his convoy was located by German Junkers Ju 

290 s in the Bay of Biscay. Sub Lt Gray-
burn Richardson launched to drive them 
off in his Hurricane. He succeeded, but 
when diving against the enemy as they 
turned away, he couldn t pull out of his 
dive. He hit the water and was killed. He 
was just 21 years old, and posthumously 
mentioned in despatches.   
 

Robin Owen, true to his word, looked after 
Shelia, and in March 1946 they married 
(pic 4). Barely 9 months later my father 
Grayburn  Owen was born. My second 

name is Grayburn. As is my son s. Gray-
burn Richardson was the only child of 
Reverend Richardson but his memory 
lives on everyday. 
 

 

Robin Owen 
 

My Grandfather Robert Robin  Hogarth Owen. Born in Ceylon (Now Sri Lanka) to a Scottish Engineer and his 
wife from Wigtownshire in Dumfries & Galloway, he was educated at Edinburgh Academy before training as a 
Veterinarian at Edinburgh University.  
 

When the war broke out he was in Africa working as a vet in the Colonial Service. Against the wishes of his fa-
ther he returned to Britain and applied to join the cavalry, who in some places still had horses in the early months 
of the war. He was told his brains would be better employed elsewhere and he ended up commissioning into the 
Royal Navy as a Fleet Air Arm pilot.  
 

After training in Canada he was put onto the Swordfish aka the Stringbag . This was an archaic biplane that was 
designed in the 1930s to carry an air launched torpedo and carry out maritime reconnaissance. It was the humble 
Stringbag that struck the Italian Navy at Taranto and crippled the Bismarck.  
 

For the majority of the war he would fly protecting the vital convoys crossing from the US in what is now known 
as the Battle of the Atlantic. During one crossing a family legend tells of a Merchant Captain suffering a burst ap-
pendix mid crossing and, in the absence of a Medical Officer, Robin being sent across from his carrier to operate. 
Apparently, he said to his patient, Well Jimmy, I know where it is on a horse so draw me a map and I ll go look 
for it.  

Sheila Tucker 

Robin Owen & Sheila Tucker On their Wedding Day  1945 
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After the war he rarely discussed it. Part of the fuselage of 
his Swordfish was repurposed as the family hen house, and 
the MBE he was awarded was always for drinking an 
above average amount of pink gin . He married the fiancé́ of his fallen mate, started a family and returned to work 
opening a veterinary practice in the UK. I never knew him as he tragically died in his 50s but we recently found a 
letter he wrote to his father in the war thinking he might perish on the next mission. And I quote: 
 
I may appear very casual and careless but Daddy, if I do die you will at least know that I couldn t have had a fin-

er Father and if I live, and I think I shall, I can only hope to be half the man you have been. Ironically I did end up 
joining the Household Cavalry and I m still waiting to be told I m too clever, go and fly instead! 

Charles Greyburn Richardson 

Robin Owen 

BLOOMIMG BOYS! 
By Peter Crowter 

 

A woman lived in Kingsdon who thought all us boys were bad. 
We used to call her Goosey  and we thought her slightly mad. 
I m not sure how she got her name I never thought to check. 

I guess her nose was like a beak and she had a long neck. 
 

We had air guns and catapults and this made her see red. 
You leave them blooming birds alone , is what she often said. 

I guess she really had a point but we went on our way.  
We thought she was a nosy git who had to have her say. 

 

Some boys thought they had had enough twas her turn for a goad. 
The waste pipe from her kitchen sink poked out into the road. 

They got a spud and rammed it up old Goosey s drain one day. 
Unlike the boys the water stayed and didn t run away.   

Said Goosey to her husband, Now then Bill what do you think, 
I ve pulled the plug but all the water still stays in the sink. 
I do not know how long it took for them to find the spud, 

But after that old Goosey was then after all our blood. 
 

She did her best to find out who had done the dirty deed, 
But we all acted innocent and she did not succeed. 

I know it was you blooming boys and I ll get you one day  
And we thought for a while we would keep well out of her way.  Page 17 
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Kingsdon Boules & Croquet Club 
Starting its new 2021 season! 

        
We are planning to start the new season 

on Thursday April 21st 2pm to 4pm 

followed by tea and cake in the club house. 

We meet in the Cricket Club at the bottom of Frog Lane, Kingsdon.  

All equipment is provided and new members are really welcome. 

Why not come along for a taster session and try it out? These can  

be arranged on club days or on other days or evenings. 

 

For more information contact:-    

Nina Carlisle 01935 840933;  ninacarlisle@talktalk.net 

Or Sally Smith 07729 301207;  Phyl Winsor 01935 840384 

 

Somerset: Rogue Trader / Fraud / Potential for Distraction Burglary. 
 
An elderly resident living in rural Yeovil was on Wednesday (24th March) visited by a man claiming to work for a 
Loft Insulation Company. Prior to this they had received a phone call stating that their Loft insulation warranty 
was no longer valid as the previous company had become insolvent and they had to accept the visit to maintain the 
warranty. Once permitted access he was then supposedly looking at the loft hatch when the resident s granddaugh-
ter arrived and noticed an unusual car parked on the driveway. Upon entering the property the granddaughter ap-
proached the male and noticed his lanyard did not contain his ID but a driving licence, he had no tools and was in 
poor health. The loft was not entered at any point and as such he was not left unattended with a photo being taken 
of the man concerned. The man left and was immediately reported to Police where enquiries are underway. 
 
Do please remain alert to any potential bogus callers stating your Loft Insulation needs attention, how could they 
possibly know? If it needs work you will contact them, and if they are contacting you there is probably a good rea-
son they do not have enough work. 
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A pessimist sees a dark tunnel 
An optimist sees the light at the end of the tunnel. 
A realist sees a freight train. 
The train driver sees three idiots standing on the tracks. 
 
I was dyslexic at school and the teacher said I would never 
be any good at poetry! Who s laughing now eh! I ve just 
finished 2 vases and a jug!  
 
I wish Oxford and Cambridge would settle their differ-
ences.     I do hate to see them rowing. 
 
This bloke just said to me: "I've got three wives.. is that 
bigamy?" 
I said: "That's big of anybody?" 
 
A mother wanted to teach her daughter a moral lesson. She 
gave the girl a £1 coin and a £5 note for the church collec-
tion. "Put whichever one you want in the collection plate 
and keep the other for yourself," she told the girl. 
Sunday, when they were coming out of the church, the 
mother asked her daughter which amount she had given. 
"Well," said the little girl, "I was going to give the £5 note, 
but just before the collection the preacher said that God 
loves a cheerful giver. I knew I'd be a lot more cheerful if I 
gave the  £1, so that's what I did." 
 
My aunt has been in hospital recently. She s doing okay 
and has been passing the time by playing board games 
such as backgammon, draughts and mah-jongg. 
Any chess?  
No, she went private . 

 
I renewed my car insurance over the phone this morning, 
and as I was about to hang up the woman on the other end 
asked if I had a pet. 
I said, "Yes, i've got a dog." 
She said, "Would you like to insure him too?" 
I said, "No thanks, he can't drive!" 
 
Just finished my 30th Marathon since lockdown started.          
Still can t bring myself to call them Snickers! 
 
 
 

One evening, a family brings their frail, elderly mother to a 
nursing home and leaves her, hoping she will be well cared 
for. The next morning, the nurses bathe her, feed her a tasty 
breakfast, and set her in a chair at a window overlooking a 
lovely flower garden. 
She seems okay but after a while she slowly starts to lean 
over sideways in her chair. Two attentive nurses immediate-
ly rush up to catch her and straighten her up. 
Again, she seems okay but after a while she starts to tilt to 
the other side. The nurses rush back and once more bring her 
back upright. This goes on all morning. 
Later, the family arrives to see how the old woman is adjust-
ing to her new home. "So Ma, how is it here? Are they treat-
ing you all right?" they ask. 
"It's pretty nice," she replies. "Except they won't let you 
fart." 
 
Everyone knows where the Big Apple is, but does anyone 
know where the Minneapolis?  
 
A five-year-old boy had never spoken a word, ever. One af-
ternoon, as he sat eating his lunch he turned to his mother 
and said, "Soup's cold." 
 

She was astonished, and said, "Honey, I've waited so long to 
hear you speak. But all these years you never said a thing. 
Why haven't you spoken before?"  The boy looked at her and 
replied, "Up until now, everything's been okay."  
 
Hired a handy man and gave him a list. When I got 
home, only items #1, 3, & 5 were done. 
Turns out, he only does odd jobs 
 
What do you call an Egyptian Doctor. 
A Cairo practor.  
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 Chronicle Caption Competition  

 
 

 
Send your entry by the end of April to the Kingsdon Chronicle at : 

wallyelliott@hotmail.com .a note to 4 Manor Close . Phone 01935 841444/ or 
text to Marilyn  - marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk   -  mobile 07990 673 935 

April Collection Dates for Kingsdon 

Wheelie Bins  Tuesdays  13th & 27th 

Kerbside Collection Wednesday 7th &  Tuesdays 13th, 20th & 27th 

Green Bins  Saturday 3rd,   Fridays  16th & 30th 
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LOGS FOR 
SALE 

Well Seasoned         
Hardwood Logs  

for Sale    
 

Free Delivery in Kingsdon 
 

Contact:  Austin            
Tel  07879690941 

Runner Duck  

Pet & Poultry Supplies Ltd  

 

Unit 16 Cary Court,        
Somerton Business Park, 
Bancombe Road,  
Somerton, Somerset,       
UK     TA11 6SB 

Tel:  01458 898020 

 

 

Whether your pet be big or small,                     
we will do our best  to cater for all.. 

Garden Compost 
 
 

Organic Compost Delivered to Kingsdon            
 

4 x 40 litre bags only £10 - Phone  
Paul Attwell on 07523 739789                                                               

for details and order your compost 

Simon Whatley                                     
Plumbing & Heating 

Glebelands, Bineham Lane, Yeovilton, 
Yeovil,  Somerset.  BA22 8EZ                           

Tel:  07794 784108 
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London Stations Quiz   

 The Answers & Winner 
The winner of the Quiz with a score of 99% correct 
was  Trevor Lewis of  3 Lime Tree Close,  who has 

received a bottle of wine for his efforts 
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