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The Next Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting 
 

Thursday 8th October in the Village Hall  (Covid-19 Conditions apply) 

 The Kingsdon Automated External Defibrillator is located at the  Kingsdon Inn Cottage 

The Access Code is  C175Y 
In the event of a person having a cardiac arrest  Immediately dial 999 for the Ambulance Service 

Commence CPR (Cardiopulmonary resuscitation) and Send for the Defibrillator 

Kingsdon Summer Photo Competition 

The Winners 



All Saints Church 
 

Priest in Charge:   Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029  (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other occa-
sional services) 
Church Warden:  Mrs Bel Allan  Tel. 01935 840878 
Parochial Church Council: Secretary: Nicholas J. Allan Tel 01935 840878  Treasurer:  Tony Steele-Perkins  01935 
840184 
Tower Captain:   Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344 
 
 

To all villagers 
 

This is a final reminder that our Annual Parochial Church Meeting (the equivalent of an AGM) will be held in the 
Church on Monday 19th October 2020 at 2.15 p.m.   Everyone is welcome to attend but please could you let Bel 
or Nick (840878) know if you are coming so that we can ensure that social distancing rules are observed. 
 

As we are effectively already half way through the Church’s year, Bel has agreed to continue as Churchwarden 
until the APCM in March or April 2021.  She will definitely be retiring from the post then and we are looking for 
at least one but ideally two people to take over from her.  If anyone who is not already on the PCC and is interest-
ed in applying for this position, could they please contact Bel or Nick as soon as possible so that we can arrange 
for them to be co-opted onto the PCC in the meanwhile. 
 

We also use the APCM as on opportunity to update our Electoral Roll, which comprises a list of all the people in 
or around the village who have contact with the Church.  This would be particularly suited to people who have 
come to the village in the past year or two and who would like to feel more closely involved.  If there is anyone 
who would like to join the Roll, would they please let Bel know and she will let them have an application form.  
Members of the Electoral Roll have a right to vote in the election of Churchwardens at the APCM. 
 

Please do continue to support your villayou can offer will be much appreciated by the PCC and in particular by 
our Treasurer Tony Steele-Perkins (840184). 
ge Church during these difficult times.  Our income stream has dwindled to a trickle in the past six months and 
any financial support  
 

Please stay safe and well.       
 
Bel and Nick Allan - Kingsdon PCC -  September 2020. 

 
Nick is most grateful to the following for their considerable assistance at recent Churchyard Working parties: 
 

Brian Paine,  Tom Bradbeer,  Tony Steele-Perkins,  Robert Fulton 
 

Also to Richard and Julie South for tidying up the Church path and the Garden of Rest.  
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Kingsdon Knitting Club 
  
We hope this finds you well and enjoying the lovely weather of mid September.  During these uncertain times it 
has been so reassuring living in Kingsdon.  During lockdown not only did it feel safe living here, but also it really 
lifted the spirits to shout a cheery hello when seeing people whilst walking around the village, (keeping social dis-
tancing of course), and laughing when meeting others coming from the opposite direction, as you danced in the 
middle of the road deciding which side to go to. But above all it was the kindness and help that was shown in 
making sure people got to doctor appointments, the picking up of prescriptions and essentials and keeping in touch 
with those living alone.  This is what makes Kingsdon a really special village. 
  
Now news on knitting matters – we are pleased to let you know that 100 red poppies have now been delivered to 
Becca at the Yeovil Macmillan Unit, we believe they will be displayed at the hospice where outpatient appoint-
ments for cancer patients are being held.   We also have 100 purple poppies requested by Horse World here in the 
village, awaiting collection.  The Knitting Club are now busy knitting bobble hats, scarves and gloves, for men, 
women and children of all sizes in readiness for the colder weather.  These will be sold in the Kingsdon Commu-
nity Shop and all proceeds will be given to the shop.  Already nine hats have been on sale in the shop. If you have 
any finished hats etc but can’t get to the shop, please let Babs or myself know, and we will pick them up from you. 
  
We hope one day we will be able to resume our meetings, gosh we will have a lot to talk about when we do!!  In 
the meantime ...Keep Knitting..... 
  
Best Wishes to you all 
  
Linda 



From the Vicarage 
 
What is normal, and how long do we have to do something, for it to become normal? 
Over the last few months, because of coronavirus, every aspect of life has been very different for all of us. Now 
when the restrictions are eased, we face new opportunities and new experiences, when they are tightened, we learn 
about patience and waiting. We are expected now to carry face masks with us, to keep a distance from others, and 
to sanitise our hands frequently, and that comes easily for some but is very hard for others. Not since the second 
world war has the government had so much impact on the particulars of people’s daily lives. 
Even our worship and expressions of faith have come under the Governments control and regulation, and so we 
have had to close our Churches for a time and then when we were allowed to re-open to do so only by having in 
place certain restrictions. Which currently are limitations on the numbers attending, the need to book, no congrega-
tional singing, and the wearing of face masks. 
For many people this whole experience has changed their relationship with God. No longer can we simply go 
along on Sundays and have our time of worship and fellowship, now Church attending is just one part of the whole 
range of ways in which we can build or express our relationship with God. There is a raft of online material for 
those with internet capabilities, and our televisions too have been updated with resources for those who find that 
helpful. Locally here, as well as offering Church services, we are continuing to operate a video and telephone con-
ferencing scheme so that people can join together to worship from home, and continue to send out audio record-
ings so that people can take part at a time to suit themselves. 
The result is that for a lot of us our relationship with God has become a whole lot more personal and private. We 
have all of these available resources, but it is for us as individuals to choose and manage which ones we access, in 
ways that are helpful to ourselves. We follow our own paths, and express our love of God in our own ways, he is 
our own Heavenly Father, we have our own relationship with Him, good or bad. 
He is the God of individuals, seeking a relationship with each and every one of us, this is not something new, this 
is the continuing Normal, which has been going on, unchanged for centuries, and is still going on in our lives to-
day. Normality is still here, thank God. 
 
With every blessing. 
 
Alan Symonds 
 
 

Services marked * will be also on the video and telephone links.  
 
HARVEST SERVICES, we are taking the opportunity, as part of our service pattern, to focus a service in each  
parish on Gods gracious provision for us. 
We will not be able to receive food items to distribute this year but we can reflect on the beauty with which we are 
surrounded. 
This service will be on video and telephone systems on Sunday 4th October at 11am. 
 
 

Sun 4th Oct Trinity 17 
(green) 

  9:30 HC Kingsdon  Harvest 
11am HC Somerton Harvest* 

Wed 7th   10am HC Somerton* 

Sun 11th Oct 
Trinity 18 
(green) 

  9:30 Charlton Adam Harvest 
11am Somerton* 

Wed 14th   10am HC Somerton* 

Sun 18th Oct 
Trinity 19 
(Green) 

  9:30 Kingsdon 
11am Somerton* 

Wed 21st   10am HC Somerton*   

Sun 25th Oct 
Last after Trinity or Bible Sunday (green) 

  9:30 HC Charlton Adam 
11am HC Somerton* 

Wed 28th Oct   10am HC S - 

Sun 1st Nov  All Saints 
(White) 
  

  9:30 Kingsdon 
11am Somerton* 
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THE HORSE CHESTNUT 
By Peter Crowter 

 

All boys love a conker tree let’s hope the trees survive, 
They’re having problems we can see, we want to see them thrive. 

The leaves go prematurely brown is what we notice most, 
Caused by a nasty little moth a most unwelcome host. 

 

Conker trees in Kingsdon, were as I recall, quite rare, 
A few grew down towards Red Post, we rarely ventured there. 

If we were seeking conkers then there was a famous tree, 
Producing mighty specimens that was it’s guarantee. 

 

It grew in Percy Gamlin’s field quite close to Lover’s Lane, 
We had to clamber through the hedge our conkers to obtain. 

We could not climb the mighty trunk to get our precious haul, 
We had to knock them down with sticks or wait for them to fall. 

 

A conker fresh from its green case is treasure to a boy, 
It glows like old mahogany, to him it is a joy. 

He lovingly caresses it, it’s such a tactile thing. 
And then he drills a hole through it and threads it on a string. 

 

He challenges another boy to have a conker fight, 
Then they take turns to take a swing the other’s nut to smite. 
The first to break’s the loser and the victor glows with pride, 

But was his baked to harden it and this he’s tried to hide? 
 

The wonderful horse chestnut is a tree we all admire, 
Bold leaves and frothy pyramids, to lose it would be dire. 

From canker, moths and fungi it is really under threat, 
Let’s hope for boys and adults too it isn’t beaten yet. 

Page 4 

Kingsdon Village Hall 
 

For all information  (except bookings)  contact: -    David 
Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. Kingsdon TA11 
7LL    Tel:01935 841453 
 

For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, 
Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444                                                     
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 
  

Bookings for October 
 
Fridays      6-8pm    Puppy Training 
Sunday      Oct. 11th & 25th  2pm - 4pm  National Table 
Tennis coaching (Private) 
Thursday   Oct 8th     7.30pm  Parish Council Meeting 
 

The Kingsdon Jubilee Fund Trustees 
 

    Chairman: Andy Fryer,   Secretary: Martin Gilmore,  
Treasurer: Tim Taylor,                                                                                                               

Trustees:  Ian Dibben,  Mark Freeman,  Beverley Fulton,               
Robert Fulton,  Chris Taylor.       

 
Kingsdon Cricket Club 

 
 

Chairman /  Secretary :   Marilyn Elliott,   4 Manor 
Close, Kingsdon, Somerton,  TA11 7LW    Tel 01935 
841444             Mobile 07990673935.  Email: mari-
lyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk    
Team Selection:  Ian Birrell   Watersmeet, Huish 
Episcopi, Langport. TA10 9HE  Tel 01458 259231      
07817959709                                                                                                       
Trustees: B. Carlisle, I. Birrell, J. Schofield 
Captain / Treasurer: J. Schofield      
 

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club  
 

The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday 
evenings  between 7.30pm and 9.30pm.   If you are interested 
then please contact Martin Singleton on 841162 or just come 
along. 
  

Kingsdon Afternoon Club 
 

The Afternoon  Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the 
month at 3pm in the Village Hall.  New members (any age) 
are always welcome.  For information contact Richards South  
tel: 840912 
 

Kingsdon Boules & Croquet Club 
 

Members meet at the Kingsdon Cricket Ground every Thurs-
day between 2 and 4 pm.  The club welcomes new members 
or just come along to enjoy a taster session followed by tea 
and cake in the club house.  
 

Taster sessions for Boules or Croquet can be arranged on oth-
er days / evenings to suit. 
 

For more information contact:- 
 

Nina Carlisle   01935 840933  email ninacarlisle@talktalk.net 
Sally Smith     01935 842094   Phyl Winsor  01935 840384 

 
Kingsdon Knitting Club 

(Knitting for Good Causes) 
 

The Knitters meet on the second Saturday of the month at 
10.30am to midday in the Community Shop.   
 

For information please contact:    Linda Rumbles 01935 
840132 or Babs Conway 01935 841811 

 Message of Thanks and Love 
from Julie & Simon 

 
A message just to say how sorry we are to 
leave Kingsdon. We have loved our time 
here and loved the people we have met.  
 
From the start you have shown us such 
kindness and generosity of spirit. We will 
miss you all and wish you all the very best 
for a Covid free future.  
 
Our new address is - in case anyone wants 
to keep in touch or also of anyone is com-
ing to Ireland - would be very welcome to 
call in or stay. 
 
18 Towerview Avenue 
Bangor 
Co Down 
N Ireland 
BT19 6BB  
 
Mobile 07570995931 
 
Lots of love 
 

Julie, Simon and Arthur   xx 



Ballroom Dancing Classes  
  

1 hour on a Tuesday at 7pm in Kingsdon Village Hall 
 
 

We would like to offer absolute beginners  
Ballroom and Latin classes 
 
 5 couple (must be couples) only for social    
distancing purposes.  The initial lessons will 
last 1 hour for 4 weeks to see how it goes 
 
Cost will be £2 a couple if 5 couples to cover 
the cost of the hall, if 4 it will be £2.50 a cou-
ple, paid up front for 4 weeks 
 
Please contact David & Sarah Healey         
Tel: 07507 679939  if you are interested, so 
we can get it organised 
 
Thanks 
 
David Healey 

The Somerset Summer Quiz 

100 Picture Clues of: 

Somerset Landmarks 

Somerset Rivers 

People Born in Somerset 

Somerset National Trust Properties 

Somerset Towns, Villages & Hamlets 
 

The Winner - Julian Hutt 
With 90 correct answers, wins 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Julian has kindly donated his winning towards the cost of future quiz's   

For copies of the answers please contact Wally on 01935 841444 or 07990 673935      
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VETERAN PILOT'S TALES OF                             
SEARCH AND RESCUE DAY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Royal Navy helicopter pilot with more than an entire year of flying hours in military air-
craft said he just loves to fly. 

 

 
Lieutenant Commander Andrew ‘Tank’ Murray has clocked in excess of a staggering 8,760 hours in the air – 
more than any other regular member of the navy. 
 
The 54-year-old’s service includes eight years flying search and rescue helicopters around Scotland and Cornwall 
– including the Boscastle disaster - five tours of Afghanistan, tours in Iraq and Sierra Leone, as well as deploy-
ments around the world, from the Caribbean to Japan to the Arctic. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
His list of naval air squadrons includes 814, 706, 810, 820, 849, 771 and 857 with roles in airborne early warning, 
anti-submarine warfare and search and rescue  
 

I miss search and rescue. That was the best job I’ve done. It’s almost like being in 

a war, but not being in a war obviously. We’d be at Culdrose on duty and usually 

we’d have 15 minutes to get airborne from the call – and we never took that long. 

Then we’d set off with the most basic information about an emergency. 

Lieutenant Commander Murray 
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“Everyone calls me Tank,” said Lieutenant Commander Murray, who has a dry sense of humour, adding: “I actu-
ally have a tank driving licence - but mostly I get the name because I am a big lad. 
 
“As far as I am aware, I’m the only regular in the Royal Navy with this many hours. I just love flying helicopters. 
It’s like having your own rollercoaster, as you’ve got that freedom in three dimensions.” 
 
Lieutenant Commander Murray joined the Royal Navy as a pilot just before his 21st birthday and has spent the 
bulk of his career in Sea Kings, having only recently converted to Merlin Mk2 helicopters. He is a qualified in-
structor and now works as a staff pilot at 824 Naval Air Squadron, the training unit at RNAS Culdrose in Corn-
wall, where he shares his experience with the new generation of aircrew. 
 
He said: “When you compare them, they are different aircraft. In a Sea King, you’re much more involved in flying 
whereas you are more managing the Merlin. The Sea King is better in the hover but not as good at speed. 
 
“My first love will always be the Sea King. I’ve spent enough time in it that it’s like a favourite pair of slippers. 
The Merlin is more like a pair of new shoes.” 
 
Of all his time in the air, Lieutenant Commander Murray said his years spent in search and rescue were the most 
challenging and rewarding. He has flown 406 rescue missions over five years with the red and grey Sea Kings of 
771 Naval Air Squadron in Cornwall and three years flying from HMS Gannet all over Scotland. 
 
“I miss search and rescue,” he said. “That was the best job I’ve done. It’s almost like being in a war, but not being 
in a war obviously. We’d be at Culdrose on duty and usually we’d have 15 minutes to get airborne from the call – 
and we never took that long. Then we’d set off with the most basic information about an emergency. 
 
“Then you’d get there and it’s not what you expect and you’d have to improvise. It’s like a captaincy check where 
they just keep throwing problem after problem at you. 
 
“No matter the weather, you always go and do the best you can. I lot of the worst jobs, as a pilot, were those in 
blizzards, again usually in Scotland. 
 
“I remember once, we’d picked up a woman who’d had a brain haemorrhage. We were flying down the valleys 
towards Glasgow and a sudden snow storm blew up – I couldn’t see more than 40-feet and I couldn’t see the cliffs. 
I couldn’t go up as there was a danger of icing-up. 
 
“We just had to hover for about ten minutes until it cleared. The nurse we’d picked up said the woman was going 
to die if she didn’t get to hospital and I said: ‘If we fly anywhere in this, we’re all going to die’.” 
 
Lieutenant Commander Murray also flew the fourth helicopter to arrive at Boscastle in Cornwall, which was 
devasted by a flash flood in 2004. 
 
“I was at home and was watching all this happening on TV,” he said. “I rang in to Culdrose and asked if we were 
going and we got an extra crew together. When we got over the village, we checked some of the cars that were 
washed out to sea and we helped take a woman to hospital.” 
 
He said his flying time has not been without its share of trouble in the air, adding: “I’ve been on fire and I’ve had 
to make emergency landing after a gearbox oil dump – twice actually.  
 
“It happened once in the United Arab Emirates in 2018 and we were forced to suddenly put down in the car park 
of a five-star hotel. The other time it happened, we managed to land at short notice in a pub car park on the Isle of 
Arran. 
 
“We caught fire once in the Indian Ocean. We were working off Invincible at Diego Garcia and I was doing cir-
cuits of the airfield when the control tower came on and said: ‘you do know you’re on fire?’. We had to land 
quickly.” 
 
“I’ve had every problem you could think of in the Sea King. The only thing I haven’t done is ditch at sea, and I 
don’t want to be part of that club thank you very much.” 
 
Lieutenant Commander Murray will continue to serve in the Royal Navy until just before his 60th birthday. He 
lives in Helston with his wife Tania and their three children. 
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Fleet Air Arm VC Hero Honoured 
Canadian Navy Arctic Patrol Ship to be named in honour of 

Fleet Air Arm VC Hero 
 

The Royal Canadian Navy has announced that its sixth Arctic and Offshore Patrol Ship will be named in 
honour of Lieutenant Robert Hampton ‘Hammy’ Gray, a Fleet Air Arm Victoria Cross hero of the Second 
World War.  

 

Lieutenant Robert Hampton Gray VC DSC 
RCNVR, a Canadian who served as a pilot in the 
Fleet Air Arm, flew Corsairs from HMS Formidable 
in the war in the Pacific in 1945. 
 

Lt Gray was awarded the Victoria Cross posthu-
mously for great valour and determination in carry-
ing out daring air strikes on the Japanese destroyer 
HIJMS Amakusa. On 9 August 1945, as Senior Pilot 
of 1841 Naval Air Squadron, ‘Hammy’ led his two 
flights of Corsair aircraft to attack naval vessels in 
Onagawa Bay. Diving at 400mph from 10,000 feet, 
he led the attack run, flying into intense anti-aircraft 
fire from shore batteries and the five warships in the 
bay. Despite being hit almost immediately and with 
his aircraft on fire, and one bomb lost, he pressed 
home his attack achieving a direct hit on the de-
stroyer escort Amakusa with his remaining bomb. 
Seconds later, trailing smoke and flames, his Corsair 
plunged into the sea with the engine still at full pow-
er. He had no chance to bail out. 
 

Hammy’ Gray had previously been awarded the 
DSC for his gallantry and skill strafing the German 
battleship Tirpitz and was well known by his fellow 

naval aviators for his courageous leadership and brilliant fighting spirit. He was recommended for the Victoria 
Cross for his action on 9 August and its posthumous award was announced by the Admiralty on 12 November 
1945. 
“Hammy Gray was one of only two Fleet Air Arm aviators to be awarded the Victoria Cross in the Second World 
War and his courageous leadership and fighting spirit continues to inspire the Fleet Air Arm today” said Sue Ea-
gles, Communications Director Navy Wings. 
 

“Hammy had already survived the Kamikaze attacks on HMS Formidable and throughout July 1945 had led re-
peated strafing missions against enemy airfields,” continued Sue. “When you think about it, 9 August 1945 was 
the day of the atomic bombing of Nagasaki, three days after Horoshima and within 5 days of Japan’s surrender. 
As the fighter bombers of 1841 Squadron were taking off from Formidable’s Flight Deck, a last minute change of 
orders was par for the course, another element of the day Hammy would have just taken in his stride. It is a great 
honour for the Royal Navy and Fleet Air Arm that the legacy of Hammy Gray and Britain’s great naval aviation 
heritage will live on, not just through our flying aircraft but also in a fine new Royal Canadian Navy ship.” 
 

The ship to be named HMCS 
Robert Hampton Gray is an 
Arctic and Offshore Patrol 
vessel, the sixth of the class, 
each named in honour of a 
Canadian Navy hero who 
served their country with dis-
tinction. Construction on the 
HMCS Robert Hampton Gray 
is due to start in 2022. We 
will certainly ensure she has a 
few Fly Navy stickers 
onboard! 
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KINGSDON VILLAGE HALL 2020 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

(DRAFT) Minutes of the 2020 KVH Annual General Meeting  held on Thursday 3rd September 2020  in the Vil-
lage Hall, Kingsdon  at 7 pm by Invitation only due to the prevailing COVID-19 Regulations. 
 

Present:   Mrs M Elliott – Chairman,   Mr David Thomson - Secretary,   Mr Ian Dibben- Treasurer  
Mr G Osborne,  Mr T Owen 
 

Due to the on-going COVID-19 Pandemic and prevailing social distancing requirements, the Management Com-
mittee had opted to hold the 2020 AGM for invited guests only. Accordingly all KVH User Group Leaders had 
been invited:  Mr M Singleton,  Ms M Brown,  Ms P Nobbs.    
 
1 Introduction and Welcome  - Chairman:  The Chairman welcomed those present and thanked them for their 
attendance. It was very unfortunate that a wider attendance could not have been possible. However it was hoped 
that the full meeting minutes would establish a comprehensive and detailed record. Any resulting questions/
enquiries would be welcomed and may be put to the Secretary in the first instance at email: davidccthom-
son@btinternet.com or Telephone 01935 841453 
 

2  Apologies:   The Secretary noted that no apologies had been received. 
 

3  Minutes of 2019 AGM:   The 2019  (dated 06-06-19) AGM Draft minutes had been published in the Kingsdon 
Chronicle on two occasions , most recently August 2020 and  initially July 2019. The Chairman presented  the 
draft minutes of the 2019 Annual General Meeting. No questions and/or clarifications were raised. The Chairman 
signed the minutes. 
 

4 . Matters Arising   The Chairman reviewed the minutes and commented as follows: 
4.1 The large back-cloth and frame was now deemed unsuitable due to the Fire Exit position. 
4.2  Exterior improvements works remained outstanding, mainly due to a lack of volunteers. It was suggested that 
the relatively short notice “working party” approach worked best. Particular thanks were once again recorded for 
Mr T Owen for his continued maintenance work to the exterior of the building/site including the drains.  Further 
general work was still required . 
4.3  Interior works  had been undertaken.  Cleaning services remained excellent and were often commented upon 
favourably by Hirers. Guy Osborne had put considerable effort into maintaining the Canadian pine  flooring to a 
high standard with full renovations undertaken during the recent  lock down period. The Chairman noted that 
many hirers continued to comment favourably on the interior of the Hall, and indeed many new bookings came 
from recommendations of previous hirers. 
4.4  Adverts  As suggested at the 2019 AGM, adverts had been placed within the Kingsdon Chronicle twice during 
the year for both Maintenance and Fund Raising Volunteer Roles. Unfortunately, no interest had been forthcom-
ing, not even general enquiries requesting further information. 
4.5  KVH Working Party:  This small group looking at the future development/redevelopment of the Hall  had last 
met in November 2019. The March 2020 Meeting had been cancelled  due to COVID-19. However, related wider 
Village Planning activities had also been stalled so it was felt that no progress was possible until this  particular  
issue was resolved. 
4.6  Following the medical emergency incident reported at the last AGM, full  large print/poster format location 
address details had been posted within the Hall. However on closer examination immediately following the 2019 
AGM, the Hall’s address was infact found to be displayed on the internal notice board ( Foyer Area)  
4.7 Hanbury Village Hall. The Secretary had followed up on the comments made at the 2019 AGM with regard to 
Hanbury Village Hall. The Secretary contacted the Chairwoman Mrs Doreen Ashmore on 12-11-2019. ( delay due 
to holidays). Full notes of the conversation are retained as confidential. Mrs Ashmore confirmed that their Hall 
does NOT  employ a full time caretaker or indeed  officially retain/authorise  anyone in that role in either a part 
time or full time capacity.  Neither are hire fees £8 per hour ( infact  £22-£35ph) . Upon investigation, there are 
specific local factors appertaining to Hanbury Village Hall in general  that make comparisons unfair including for 
example the presence  of an open prison nearby  supplying ample available skilled maintenance and other  support 
labour ( meaning that volunteers are not required).  It should also be noted that the Handbury Hall Committee and 
Village had updated/modernised  their building some years ago using publlc fund raising methods and Mrs Ash-
more expressed some surprise at the original state of our building given the many funding opportunites of the last 
ten years. For further information about the Handbury facility, please see their web site:  
www.handburyvillagestaffs.co.uk 
NB: Handbury  Village Population: 2011 Census  = 510) 
 

5  Secretary’s  Review:  The Secretary  Mr David Thomson reviwed his duties for 2019/20.  As required under 
the Constitution an AGM and two Management Committee meetings had been arranged with formal agendas and 
draft minutes being issued and published in the Kingsdon Chronicle ( the next available issue).  
The Village Hall is a Registered Charity ( Reg No: 304570, 23-05-1962 ) and The Secretary updates and com-
pletes the annual Charity Commission return requirements. The Village Hall   remains  zero rated for business rate/ 
tax in  payment, following a successful appeal.  (The Rate payable would be £3326).  
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The Kingsdon Village  Hall is fully  licensed for music by the PRS and is  insured under  a bespoke Village Halls’ 
scheme. Bristol Fire Company undertook an annual survey and inspection during  March 2020 . Full details of the 
Village Hall facilities are included  within the Kingsdon  Village web site. Further details available upon request 
from the Secretary. (NB: All Booking Enquires to Mrs M Elliott) 
As from March 2020 the KVH operation has been subjected to the changing COVID-19 regulations  and suspend-
ed as required. Accordingly, The Hall remained closed for the period from late March. ( Re-opened August 2020). 
The Secretary has remained  in close  contact with the Hall’s  Insurance Company and has shared all such advice 
received with the Chairman and other Committee members. This advice has been closely followed and implement-
ed.    There were no questions for The Secretary. 
 

6  Treasurer’s Report:   The  Treasurer  Mr Ian Dibben presented  the audited annual accounts for the year end-
ing 31st March  2020  (FY 2019/20 ) and reviewed them in detail  for the meeting  Sanitised Copies were distribut-
ed to the meeting. The FY 2019/20 audited accounts will be  displayed on the Village Hall notice board , published 
within the Kingsdon Chronicle and additional copies will be   available on request  from the Treasurer. The Treas-
urer highlighted the following: 
The Current Account  at £4884, up from £3125 
Savings Account £3038 (£3034) 
Hire of the Hall income has increased £5724 (£4047) 
“TAKE ART” made a significant contribution 
Cleaning Charges up slightly at  £1847 (£1820) 
Maintenance £1446 (£679) 
Others costs for Performing Rights,  Insurance, Bristol Fire, Accounting Angels are  as listed in the accounts. 
 

7  Chairman’s Overview: The Chairman Mrs Marilyn Elliott noted:   The general administration and day to day 
management of  the hall has continued despite the exceptional circumstances  Customer feedback ( up to March 
2020)  on the Hall’s appearance and  facilities remained very favourable.  As previously stated many new bookings 
arose directly  from recommendations of previous/current  hirers. The housekeeping and cleaning  arrangements 
continued   successfully and the high  level of  general cleanliness had been commented upon. 
In the medium term, a major issue remained one of the need for additional volunteers to help with the Hall and 
support the small voluntary management committee. Despite numerous calls and two adverts  during the year this 
had not been forthcoming and remains a major issue for the whole Village to consider. 
Estimates have been sought for repair/ replacement  work for  the windows and to the structure of the building . 
This decision is further complicated by the lack of information regarding the future village planning applications. 
In addition, the only  builder that did agree to attend refused to quote due to the  specific building structure,  
The Chairman also reported that unfortunately problems were still being  experienced from  the Dog Training User 
Group…especially with regard to  discarded rubbish/bags outside the Hall /adjoining neighbour’s property. This 
would be referred to the group. 
With regard to COPID-19 events March 2020 onwards : 
 

The Chairman reported that the KVH MC / small team had worked hard to prepare the Hall for use in line with and 
closely  following all government regulations and insurance advice. The Hall re-opened for use early August, tak-
ing regular bookings re-commencing  from 1st September.  
Unfortunately given the internal space available and the  social distancing rules in place, attendance numbers are 
severely limited . A risk assessment format has been prepared for each individual booking and advance co-
ordination with the Chairman/MCM is required prior  to any attendances. A stringent hygiene regime is  in place 
using specified professional products only  and this must be followed , IE Hand Gels, face coverings  etc etc. (NB: 
Visitors must NOT use their own products as such useage  could compromise those already in use) . A personal  
“sign in” registration diary is maintained within the foyer area and must be completed for all attendees. This will 
maintain a record and contact details for all visitors to the Hall. The kitchen remains fully closed for the time being 
and until further notice. Please do not enter the kitchen. Finally, a one-way pedestrian system is in operation within 
the Hall. 
 

8. Question Time: A questioner from the floor asked about the current state of the renovation/ redevelopment 
plans. Mr T Owen  (KVH MC Member for the KVH Working Group) replied with  a detailed and comprehensive 
summary of the current position, which to a large extent remained in suspension due to the on-going  village plan-
ning issues. 
 

9. Election of Officers:  There being no other nominations and/or expressions of interest, the current Officers 
agreed to remain in post for the period 20/21. 
Finally, The Chairman recorded her thanks to the Management Committee members and all other village volun-
teers for  their individual/collective  efforts and help during the year.. Particular thanks were recorded to Messrs 
Osborne and Owen for their  significant  help and support once again during the year.  
 

There being no further business, The Chairman thanked all present  and closed the meeting. 
 

The  meeting  closed  at 7.54 pm 
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   Draft  MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
THURSDAY 10th September 2020 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm 

 

 
Parishioner comment time:        
None 
 
Present:  
Mr David Beswick (Chairman), Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mr I Dibben, Mr A. Anderson, Mrs S Mackay, Mr 
G. Osborne and Mr P. Waters (Parish Councillors); Mr K. Tridgel (RFO); Mrs Kate Hatt (Parish Clerk); plus 2 
parishioners. 
 
1. Apologies:    
Mr D. Ruddle (County Councillor); Charlie Hull (District Councillor) and T. Capozzoli (District councillor).   
 
2. Declarations of Interest:  
None other than those already declared. Two councillors not to vote on allotments. 
 
3. Minutes:  
The minutes the monthly Parish Council meeting held on the 12thMarch 2020, which had been previously circulat-
ed, were proposed by B.Paine and seconded by I.Dibben, and unanimously approved and signed.   

 
4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items 
None from the last minutes 
 
5. Chairman’s Report 
Future meetings may need a booking system depending on popularity of agenda items. 
Regarding the Kingsdon planning application, we have had feedback from Greenslade Taylor Hunt on the 
Kingsdon Estate development proposal to say that after 5 months, the planning officer has finally respond-
ed and will hope to address the couple of outstanding queries within the next 10 days. 

B.Paine has been in touch with Greenslade Taylor Hunt and found only that the planning officer has not been there 
full time, and working from home, which is what was causing delay, they are also really short-handed. 
 
6. Correspondence 
SSDC tree warden – We have had an email from the SSDC Tree Warden to say that the owner of 2 Lime 
Tree Close wants to lop 40ft off the lime tree in his garden. I am not happy with this as this is one of the few 
trees that were retained as part of the development approval and there is nothing wrong with it – not dis-
eased or damaged. I strongly object to people moving into the village and immediately starting major works 
that have a significant affect on the environment.  
The reasons for the proposal are not clear. 
P.Waters – perhaps we could compromise and reduce it a little, which could benefit the tree which could avoid 
more serious work in the future. If it’s a light issue, it could just be lifted up. 
Independent assessment – not just from the tree warden. Is Phil Paulton coming to look at it? What was the name 
of the person who looked at the poplars? 
B.Paine – there needs to be clear evidence of disease or damage. 
 
Action – D.Beswick to write to Phil Paulton. K.Hatt to find the name of the independent assessor. 
 
PCSO – emailed crime information for our area, nothing significant to report. 
 
Community Transport – looking for a donation. We do not know of people in the village who use it. Action – 
K.Hatt to find out if we are aware of any 
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7.1 and 7.2 Finance- report and cheque signing. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

KPC Account Opening balance as at 01.08.2020 
£16,779.

72 
  Net Cheque /Standing Order Balance £291.40 
  Payments/Transfer In £0.00 
  Transfer Out £0.00 

  Closing Balance as at 31.08.2020 
£16,488.

32 
  Uncleared Items- £0.00 

  True Balance as at 31.08.2020 
£16,488.

32 
   

Savings Account Opening balance as at 01.08.2020 
£24,310.

61 
  Net Cheque Balance £0.00 
  Interest - £0.00 
  Transfer In £0.00 
  Transfer Out - £0.00 

  Closing Balance as at 31.08.2020 
£24,310.

61 
   

Asset Savings Ac-
count Opening balance as at 01.08.2020 

£17,553.
98 

  Transfer In - £0.00 
  Interest £0.00 
  Transfer Out £0.00 

  Closing Balance as at 31.08.2020 
£17,553.

98 

Clerk Services Standing Order (will be adjusted for PAYE at year 
end) of £100pm June 2019 until further notice and RFO Services 

Payroll as from 04.2020 
  

KPCM 11/4/19
(Clerk) 

Kate Hatt - Clerk services £100.00 Standing order 

K Tridgell - RFO Services £120.00 Chq 100628 

SALC Annual Fee 20/21 £95.11 Chq 100625 

The Play Inspection Co. - Play Eqpt Insp. 20/21 £66.00 Chq 100626 

G.Osborne Mower Fuel for play field £22.34 Chq 100627 

 TOTAL ANTICIPATED EXPENDITURE - Up to 04.09.2020 
 

£403.45 
  

  

Amount approval (less S.O. pre approved clerk) £303.45  
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8. Footpaths and the environment 
Sheeting and proximity to the footpath – I.Dibben will need to seek further advice. 
Meeting with Symonds and Samsons next week – trying to work with them on footpaths – adoption of Mill Lane 
(possible illegal opening onto a field and ripped hedge row), plus general open line of communication. Blackber-
ries etc have just been annihilated. 
I.Dibben is carrying out a survey of glow worms. Discussed with previous game keeper where previous areas of 
glow worms are. What is there approach to protecting the environment? What can we do to protect each section of 
the environment? 
 
G.Osborne – Visibility for Kingsdon Hill on the right hand side. Could I.Dibben also discuss this? 
 
9. Request for tree planting ideas 2020 
P.Waters - Still looking at planting to screen from new A303. 
Planting ideas – please contact P.Waters via email with ideas for planting in the village. Any native trees, there are 
lot of grants available. 
B.Paine – could something be put in the chronicle? Action – B.Paine and P.Waters to organise. 
 
Survey of trees in the village of the important ones to us, with possibility of putting a Tree Protection Order on 
them. Looking for a handful of people to produce a survey. Ask in article for people to submit the trees that are im-
portant to them as there may be several in people’s gardens. A TPO protects it, it doesn’t take away their owner-
ship of it. 
 
I.Dibben will also bring it up with the estate managers when he meets them next week (Symonds and Samsons). 
The trees should be plotted on our parish map. Also take into account the trees in Kingsdon Wood.  
 
10. Unitary Authority 
D.Beswick – there have been various reports about the way forward for the reorganisation of Somerset. The Coun-
ty want one unitary authority but the Districts want two, split East and West. We have not been formerly asked our 

views or even to whom we should express them. Does anyone have any particular view or suggestion? 

B.Paine – some of the information out there can be very misleading, doesn’t make savings, it will  be redistributed. 
One unitary authority seems to make more sense to him. 

Councillors to keep an eye on this situation. 
 

11. Allotments 
D.Beswick - confirmed that Debbie and Mike Wallbridge are now managing the allotments on his behalf. Their 

contact details are tel: 01935 849340 - email: . mikewallb@outlook.com There is a request for the council to pur-
chase one table/bench for the newly developed communal area, priced at about £150.  Also a further request to 
consider allowing the erection of polycarbonate greenhouses on the plots with a maximum size of 8’ by 6’. The 

Estate would not object but suggests all allotment holders should be allowed to express their views and that the 
Parish Council can decide. Debbie and Mike have started to carry out a survey. 

I.Dibben proposed that we give them £200 for the bench, seconded S.Mackay, all in favour. 
P.Waters – will the people who overlook the allotments be asked about the polycarbonate greenhouses? . 
D.Beswick agreed to make sure this is carried out. 
I.Dibben – is there a way we can make sure that the allotments are left in a clean and tidy state. D.Beswick – the 
agreement does cover this. 1st season free if someone takes on a ‘messy’ one. 
P.Waters – could a deposit be asked for to cover work to tidy it up? 
 

12. Hedge Cutting 
Simon Atwell has been asked for a quotation to cut the field and allotment hedges and the areas between the tress 
on Mowbarton Road, they have previously been significantly cheaper. Mervin has also been asked but he has de-
clined to quote. We are accepting The Atwell quote of £425 plus VAT. 
There will need to be notices on cars parked by the triangle – to leave car somewhere else. G.Osborne to act as a 
contact for this. 
 

Parishioner – how late can we leave hedge cutting? Are the parish looking at farming in the wider community? 
I.Dibben said that these kind of things will be discussed at his meeting on Monday. 
 
B.Paine proposed £425 + VAT for the hedge cutting, P.Waters seconded, all in favour. 
 
13. Date of next meeting:    8th October 2020.  
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.27pm 
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The Re-greening of Kingsdon 

Photographs of Kingsdon in the 1950s show an abundance of elm trees gracing the village and its environs. Sadly 
the Dutch elm disease wrecked havoc on them, most becoming unsafe and had to be felled. 

 

 

Since then the village has never really fully recovered to its previous tree lined surrounds with benefits of a softer 
green hue, shady corners, wind breaks and the numerous benefits for wildlife. 

Your Parish Council are keen to redress this and have budgeted funds for the planting of more trees which can be 
of any native varieties. Consequently we would like to receive parishioners’ opinions on suitable locations, both 
within the village but also its wider boundaries. Where this is on private land it will be necessary to have a dia-
logue with the owners in the course of the next few months but some initial soundings, in a few quarters, have in-
dicated there may be scope for environmental enhancement. 

                Please send your suggestions to   

               Cllr Philip Waters – 07815898065  

         or e-mail: phillip_kpc_waters@yahoo.com 

If possible please attach a map with the suggested locations and preferred varieties. 

There are a number of existing quality mature trees in the parish which are worthy of protection by a Tree Preser-
vation Order. If you believe there is such a specimen please contact and discuss with Cllr Philip Waters (Parish 
Tree Warden) advising of its location & variety and the Parish Council will endeavour, wherever practicably pos-
sible, to initiate the necessary protective actions. 
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South Somerset District Council Planning Applications 
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Kingsdon 100 Club September Winners 

 

Reference 20/02456/TPO 

Application Validated Wed 02 Sep 2020 

Applicant Mr David Healey  

Address 2 Lime Tree Close Kingsdon Somerton TA11 7ER 

Proposal 
Application to carry out Tree Surgery Works to No 1 Tree within a South Somerset District    
Council NEW Tree Preservation Order 

Status Awaiting decision 

Reference 20/01593/FUL  

Application Validated Fri 03 Jul 2020  

Applicant Mr & Mrs David & Alison Hicks  

Address Land Adjacent Keepers Cottage Pitts Lane Kingsdon Somerton TA11 7LL  

Proposal The erection of 2 No. detached single storey dwellings  

Status Application Permitted with Conditions 

1st 18 Christine Clifford 

2nd 28 Ann Leahy 

3rd 33 Lisa Whitbread 

The Kingsdon Chronicle 
 

The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation.  
Cheques payable to ‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’  
 
The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers “All contributors to The Kingsdon Chronicle 
are required to give written permission to the Editor for their material to be  published on the  village website.   
 
The Kingsdon Chronicle reserves the right to edit items for publication.  
Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views of The 
Kingsdon Chronicle production  team.  
 
The editor will assume that all material supplied is original, or from copyright free sources.  (It is the contributor’s 
responsibility to gain any necessary permissions and to provide acknowledgments).   

” Editor:  Wallace Elliott,    4 Manor Close, Kingsdon.TA11 7LW  
Tel 01935 841444,    Mobile 07990673935,                          

Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com            www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/ 
 
 



Things that go BUMP in the night 

At  midnight on Saturday 26th September in the small 
village of Scampton in Lincolnshire some residents 
were woken to what at first was thought to have been 
an Earth quake.   Looking out of her bedroom window 
my daughter Kirsty was able to see, thanks to the light 
from the nearby street light, the cause of the disturb-
ance was in fact a section of a large tree in her neigh-
bours garden had crashed down, the neighbours son’s 
car was written off.  Fortunately for Kirsty the tree 
missed her car and house, only damaging the hedge.  It 
did however bring down all the local telephone wires! 
 

The tree had been inspected by a tree surgeon three 
months ago and given a clean bill of health! 
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Osiligi Charity Projects   -   August 2020 
 

Dear Sponsors 
 

Please can I have your money by the 2nd week of November. I hope you will be happy to continue support-
ing Rebecca but the cover has increased to £22 a year. To newcomers of Kingsdon feel free to ring me on 
01935840727 to discuss this very important 100% charity. 
 

Thanking you Richard & Norma. 
 

A UK charity working in the Maasai areas of Kenya and other areas of Kenya, helping families out of poverty 
through education, health and local clean water and by assisting people to become more economically ac-
tive.  Helping Kenya and Africa help itself is our main objective. 
 

We are a team of volunteers with no salaries or costs thus 100% of monies we receive go to the projects in Kenya. 
Nothing is used for any UK expenses. 
 

We normally write the Charity newsletters after returning from Kenya. Due to Covid-19, this has not been possible 
this time. Covid has had a number of affects on our projects including: 
No flights from the UK to/from Kenya 
The school closed since March 
Restrictions on the movements of the volunteer engineers repairing hand pumps. 
 

The school is currently closed so, we are devoting much of this newsletter to our project of repairing hand pumps. 
We have now passed 1000 repaired pumps. But first, some more information about the school. 
 

In March, the Government ordered all schools to close. We also had to close our safe house. The Kenyan educa-
tion department has proposed many re-opening dates for schools with the latest proposed date of January 2021. If 

they do reopen in January, the entire 2020 school year will be 
written off. So children will continue in their old class and leave 
school 1 year later than normal.  
 

Most of the children at the school are from destitute families, so 
the school mid-day lunch is an important way for the children to 
remain healthy. This lunch has also had to stop. We applied to 
the Kenyan government to allow the lunches to continue, but 
they would not allow it. 
 

Girls at home for a long time are at risk of pregnancy and early 
marriage. We have recently applied to the Kenyan government to 
allow some of the older girls to be moved to the school safe 
house. This is still under discussion with the government. If al-
lowed into the safe-house, the girls will be safe and well fed. 
Whilst waiting for the Government’s decision, the teachers are 
inviting small groups of older girls into the school playground for 
guidance and counselling. The topics revolve around FGM, preg-
nancy and early marriage. 
 

In most Western countries, children are continuing to learn 
through the internet. This poses challenges in the African Bush 
where there is no way of charging electrical devices and mobile 
internet signal is poor. Rich children in Nairobi are learning 
through the internet so this missed year is creating a rich/poor 
and urban/rural divide with our children being in the poor & rural 
group. Rather than writing off the school year, we are 
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trying to find ways to allow the children to con-
tinue to learn but in a covid safe environment. 
As the photo above shows, the teachers are set-
ting work and taking the school’s computers to 
small groups of children in their huts so that the 
children can continue to learn. We have had to 
buy modems and mobile data bundles so that 
the children can access the internet but we are 
saving on the cost of school food. 
 
 
We have continued to pay staff salaries. Work-
ing staff are paid full salaries. Staff members 
who are not in school, receive 80% of their sal-
ary. Most other Private schools are paying no 
salaries but Government schools are paying full 
salaries. 
 
 
 

It has been a challenging few months for 
the pump repair project. In March, there 
were very heavy rains that made reaching 
the rural pumps almost impossible. At the 
same time, Northern Kenya suffered its 
worst plague of locusts since 70 years. 
Added to this, Covid-19 hit the country in 
late March resulting in a night-time curfew 
and travel restrictions. In the early days of 
the curfew, it was reported that more peo-
ple were killed by the police enforcing 
the curfew than were killed by the virus. 
Moving pumps across the country became 
very difficult and some of our pumps engi-
neers were hurt in the unrest so we stopped 
the project for a few weeks.  
                  
  

The county governments then sent us letters requesting us to 
restart the pump repairs. After the governments issued us PPE 
and letters authorising night time travel, we restarted the project. 
This has allowed us to continue to repair pumps at around 15-20 
per month. The clean water is desperately needed during Covid 
for hand washing and sanitation.  
 
Another hand pump brought back to life. Last month, we passed 
1000 repaired hand pumps. Collecting water is the job of wom-
en and girls. A broken pumps usually means a round trip of 
many miles to fetch water from an alternative source and girls 
who spend hours carrying water cannot go to school. At an aver-
age of 250 people using each pump, we have now helped 
250,000 to have access to clean local water and have enabled 
numerous girls to attend school. 
 
 
 

Helen & Roger August 2020 
 

Pump repaired – a happy child  

Many villages were badly flooded  
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Woman goes into the local newspaper office. 
The fellow says "Can I help you? " 
My husband just died and I want to put it in the obituaries. 
The fellow says OK " what do you want to say" 
" He's dead"  The fellow says " is that all?" 
She says" I can't afford anymore" 
He says" You can say more than that.. No extra charge" 
She says : OK "Boat for sale" 
 
Donald MacDonald from Scotland went to study at an 
English university and was living in the hall of residence 
with all the other students there: 
After he had been there a month, his mother came to visit 
him (no doubt carrying reinforcements of tatties, salt her-
ring, oatmeal, Square sausages and whisky.) 
"And how do you find the English students, Donald?" She 
asked. 
"Mother." He replied. "They're such terrible, noisy people. 
The one on that side keeps banging his head on the wall 
and won't stop. The one on the other side screams and 
screams all night." 
"Oh Donald. How do you manage to put up with these aw-
ful noisy English neighbours?" 
"Mother, I do nothing. I just ignore them. I just stay here 
quietly, playing my bagpipes." 
 
Mother decided that 7-year-old Cathy should get some-
thing 'practical' for her birthday. 
"Suppose we open a savings account for you?" mother 
suggested. Cathy was delighted. 
"It's your account, darling," mother said as they arrived at 
the bank, "so you fill out the application." 
Cathy was doing fine until she came to the space for 
'Name of your former bank.' After a slight hesitation, she 
put down 'Piggy.' 
 
What is it called when a chameleon can't change its col-
ours anymore?       A reptile dysfunction. 
 
DFS have had their sale on for so long, it was mentioned 
by Charles Dickens in. ‘A Tale of Two Settees.’ 
 
 
During the geography class on the Eastern Mediterranean, 
the teacher asked Little Johnny, "What are the Phoenicians 
noted for?" 
Little Johnny paused and then replied, " For their blinds!" 
 
There are three kinds of men in this world... 
Some remain single and make wonders happen. 
Some have girlfriends and see wonders happen. 
The rest get married and wonder what happened??? 

I’ve been ripped off by a carpenter  
I made the mistake of paying him up front as well 
I asked him to build me a double bed 
he did a Bunk 
 
Mary:  Tom, if you don't stop snoring, I'm going to toss you 
out on your ear! 
Tom: Does it upset you that much? 
Mary: Not just me, the entire congregation. 
 
Paddy McCoy, an elderly Irish farmer, received a letter from 
the Department for Work & Pensions stating that they sus-
pected he was not paying his employees the statutory mini-
mum wage and they would send an inspector to interview 
them. 
On the appointed day, the inspector turned up. 
"Tell me about your staff," he asked Paddy. 
"Well," said Paddy, "there's the farm hand, I pay him €240 a 
week, and he has a free cottage. 
Then there's the housekeeper. She gets €190 a week, along 
with free board and lodging. 
There's also the half-wit. He works a 16 hour day, does 90% 
of the work, earns about €25 a week along with a bottle of 
whisky and, as a special treat, occasionally gets to sleep with 
my wife." 
"That's disgraceful" said the inspector, "I need to interview 
the half-wit." 
"That'll be me then," said Paddy! 
 
A man is bragging about his new hearing aid. "It's the best 
I've ever had," he says. "It cost £3,000." 
His friend asks, "What kind is it?" 
He says, "Half past four!"  
 
There is a man who goes out drinking all the time and comes 
home very later every night. So one night his wife decides to 
teach him a lesson. 
She dresses up like Satan, and decides to hide in the dark, 
and scare him when he gets home. The man comes home and 
his wife jumps out and screams in his face. 
He just looks at her and says, “You don't scare me. I am 
married to your sister!”  
 
While trying to explain to our six-year-old daughter how 
much technology had changed, my husband pointed to our 
brand-new desktop computer and told her that when he was 
in college, a computer with the same amount of power would 
have been the size of a house. 
Wide-eyed, our daughter asked, "How big was the mouse?" 
 
In the 70’s pop bands toured Wales and donated money to 
the towns they visited but I’m pretty certain  I didn’t see 
Abba give any. 
 

 BREAKING NEWS!: 
 As of Monday all postmen will be working  
from home.  
 They'll be reading your letters and will call  
you if it's anything important.  
 
 Did we ever find out what The Knights in  
White Sat in ?  
 
Is it just me that thinks that Quality Street tins 
hold alot less sewing gear than they used to?  
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Ending landfill and creating energy from your rubbish 
 

Somerset’s move away from landfill has been 
all-but completed with construction of the 
£317m Viridor Resource Recovery Centre 
(RRC) at Avonmouth (above). 
 

It turns all kerbside rubbish and 60% of non-
recyclable materials from Somerset's recycling 
sites into electricity. 
 

The RRC consists of the £252m Avonmouth 
Energy Recovery Facility (ERF), plus a £65m 
plastics reprocessing plant, which is currently 
under construction. 
 

The ERF is already taking Somerset’s rubbish 
and should be fully up and running by the end of 
2020, diverting 320,000 tonnes of non-
recyclable waste away from landfill each year, 
including around 100,000 tonnes from Somer-
set. 

 

It is a cornerstone of SWP’s long-term plans to help Somerset residents waste less, recycle even more and move away from 
landfill. 
 

We want everyone to reduce the waste they create and reuse things wherever they can. When things have to be thrown away, 
we are making it easier for everyone to recycle as much as possible. 
 

Waste that can be recycled has a clear purpose – to be used again instead of constantly manufacturing new raw materials to 
create the products we need. The ERF gives purpose to the waste that cannot be recycled. 
 

At the plant, it is burnt at high temperatures under carefully controlled conditions to generate low-carbon heat and electricity. 
 

Efficient, safe and regulated by the Environment Agency, with emissions closely monitored to meet strict standards, the RRC 
will produce up to 282 gigawatt hours of electricity a year, enough to power 77,000 homes. 
 

Recycling sites switch to winter hours on 1 October 
 

Somerset’s 16 recycling sites go over to winter timetables from Thursday 1 October, with 9am-5pm weekday opening hours 
while weekends remain 9am-4pm. 
 

With an impressive average recycling rate of well over 77%, Somerset's network of recycling sites is open every day of the 
year except Christmas Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day to take dozens of materials. 
 

Summer hours - 9am-6pm when sites are open weekdays, 9am-4pm weekends - resume on Thursday 1 April 2021 
 

Recycle Week brings praise for your lockdown efforts  
 

Marking Recycle Week (21-27 September), Somerset is being urged to keep up the good work after recycling an extra 3,500 
tonnes of key materials during the COVID lockdown. 
 

Weekly kerbside collections of recycling continued in Somerset throughout the lockdown period. April, May and June 2020 
saw a big jump in the amount of cardboard, plastic bottles, glass bottles, food waste and aluminium cans collected in the 
weekly kerbside collections, compared to 2019 figures. 

• Aluminium cans: up 69%, an extra 92 tonnes 

• Glass bottles: up 37%, an extra 1,360 tonnes 

• Food waste: up 27%, an extra 1,182 tonnes 

• Cardboard: up 24%, an extra 650 tonnes 

• Plastic bottles: up 23%, an extra 172 tonnes 
And thousands more people requested extra recycling containers, either getting into the recycling habit for the first time or 
taking the opportunity to do even more. 
 

Last year, Somerset residents recycled 135,000 tonnes through weekly collections and recycling sites, saving more than 
67,000 tonnes of carbon.   Overall, 90% of that recycling stayed in the UK, and 51% stayed in Somerset.. 

October Collection Dates for Kingsdon 

Wheelie Bins  Tuesdays 13th  &  27th 

Kerbside Collection Every Tuesday 

Green Bins  Fridays  2nd, 16th &  30th 
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LOGS FOR 

SALE 
Well Seasoned         

Hardwood Logs  

for Sale    
 

Free Delivery in Kingsdon 
 

Contact:  Austin            

Tel  07879690941 

Runner Duck  

Pet & Poultry Supplies Ltd  

 

Unit 16 Cary Court,        

Somerton Business Park, 

Bancombe Road,  

Somerton, Somerset,       

UK     TA11 6SB 

Tel:  01458 898020 

 

 

Whether your pet be big or small,                     
we will do our best  to cater for all.. 

Garden Compost 
 
 

Organic Compost Delivered to Kingsdon            
 

4 x 40 litre bags only £10 - Phone  
Paul Attwell on 07523 739789                                                               

for details and order your compost 

Simon Whatley                                     

Plumbing & Heating 

Glebelands, Bineham Lane, Yeovilton, 

Yeovil,  Somerset.  BA22 8EZ                           

Tel:  07794 784108 

https://www.facebook.com/Runner-Duck-Pet-Poultry-Supplies-Ltd-281132588706395/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARCjONSVouEEIJR2_ZxGiX6P_PZOTfY6QF469THKEhz3RszwD2xSZjiA4RbEkKgYSDJmWeUCL2iYZnIn&hc_ref=ARTBwe50N35oiJMLLCAix3wRy6IDSC_uZaFQFJNaIs7LjcObdI2kUWJ5l6OdcJoGGL4&ref=nf_t
https://www.facebook.com/Runner-Duck-Pet-Poultry-Supplies-Ltd-281132588706395/?__tn__=kC-R&eid=ARCjONSVouEEIJR2_ZxGiX6P_PZOTfY6QF469THKEhz3RszwD2xSZjiA4RbEkKgYSDJmWeUCL2iYZnIn&hc_ref=ARTBwe50N35oiJMLLCAix3wRy6IDSC_uZaFQFJNaIs7LjcObdI2kUWJ5l6OdcJoGGL4&ref=nf_t
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Kingsdon 100+ Club - Funding The Kingsdon Chronicle 
 

Dear All 
 

The Kingsdon 100+ Club is the main fund raiser for the Kingsdon Chronicle, which together with some generous 
donations and a contribution from our Parish Council covers all the production costs, which include the necessary 
software, hardware, printer and printing and all consumables such as paper etc. 
All production, editing and printing is done by Wally Elliot at his home,  4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW.   
How the 100 + Club works  

Monthly Prizes 

 1st                            2nd                       3rd 

£15                        £10                      £5 

December Prizes 

1st                            2nd                       3rd 

£50                        £20                      £15 

There are 10 monthly draws per year (not January and August), normally drawn on the first Thursday of the 
month. Prizes will be paid by cheque or cash and posted/delivered to the winners.  
 

Membership costs £12 per year per member. You will be allocated a number between 1 and 100+ which stays the 
same throughout the membership. All 100+ numbers are entered in to the draw and the prizes will be allocated to 
the 3 winning numbers as above. You can cancel at any time but refunds will not be given.   
 

To join or re-new your membership please fill in the attached form and return it to Gillian Carnall, 50 Kingsdon 
(corner of Top Street/Silver Street) or Wally Elliott at 4 Manor Close. (please mark envelope ‘100+club’) with a 
cheque for £12 per member made payable to The Kingsdon Chronicle. All entries received by the 25th of the 
month will be entered in the next month’s draw. Membership is one per person so why not persuade all members 
of your family to join, membership is open to anyone, no matter where they live?  
 

Membership is one per person so why not persuade all members of your family to join, membership is open 
to anyone, no matter where they live? 
Join the 100+ Club before 25th November and be entered for the December big draw 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

Wally Elliott 
Please fill in the  form on the next page (please mark envelope ‘100+club’) with a cheque or cash  for £12 per 
member made payable to The Kingsdon Chronicle.  You can  return it to Gillian Carnall, 50 Kingsdon (corner of 
Top Street/Silver Street) or Wally Elliott at 4 Manor Close.      

Alternately you can pay by ’Faster Pay’  using your iPhone 

Please email or phone me for bank details.                                                                                 

Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com   Phone:  07990673935 

 

Christmas Greetings in the Chronicle  -  Only 50p 

As in previous years the Kingsdon Chronicle offers its readers 
the opportunity to have Christmas Greetings posted in the 
Chronicle to save on sending out cards locally.   
All greetings will appear in the Christmas issue of the Chronicle 
which will be published on 23rd December.  If you wish to use 
this service please notify the Chronicle a.s.a.p. (as editing many 
messages with graphics is quite time consuming).  Please include 
the message you would like to be used or let us know if you 
would like us to do the wording for you.  If renewing your 100+ 
Club membership why not   add 50p to cover the cost of your 
greeting  (Wally) 
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The Kingsdon Chronicle 100+ Club Membership Form  

I / We would like to become a member / renew our membership of the 100+ Club.                                                

I / We enclose my / our payment of £12 cash or cheque per applicant made payable to The Kingsdon Chronicle    

Signed………………………………………….    

Name..................................................................    

Address...............................................................   ...................................................................................................                          

Post Code..............................   Telephone......................................                       Mobile.......................................    

Email..................................................................     

 

 

Signed………………………………………….    

Name..................................................................   

Address...............................................................   .................................................................................................. 

Post Code..............................   Telephone......................................                       Mobile....................................... 

Email..................................................................   

 

 

Signed………………………………………….    

Name..................................................................    

Address...............................................................   ..................................................................................................   

Post Code..............................   Telephone......................................                       Mobile.......................................    

Email..................................................................  

  

 

Signed………………………………………….    

Name..................................................................    

Address...............................................................   ..................................................................................................   

Post Code..............................   Telephone......................................                       Mobile.......................................    

Email..................................................................   

 
Please send your details by email to wallyelliott@hotmail.com or by using the above form  
and return it (please mark envelope ‘100+club’) with a cheque for £12 per member made 
payable to The Kingsdon Chronicle  to Gillian Carnall, 50 Kingsdon (corner of Top Street/
Silver Street) or Wally Elliott at 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW      

Alternately you can pay by ’Faster Pay’  using your iPhone  Please email or phone me for 
bank details.    Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com      Phone:  07990673935 


