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Kingsdon Village Hall Management Committee AGM  Thursday 3rd September 2020  
 

In order to keep to Government guidelines the AGM Meeting will be by invitation only of  representatives from 
groups / organisations who have regular bookings in the Village Hall.   
 

Social distancing will be strictly enforced and wearing of face masks and hand sanitation at the door will be  com-
pulsory for those attending.        (See Draft Minutes of  KVH  AGM  held on Thursday 6th June 2019  on page 4) 
 

Marilyn Elliott    Chairman KVH Management Committee   

Church matters. 
 

As most will recall, we have completed the essential maintenance identified in the Quinquennial report for the 
gutters and the safety related tower work.  Happily the latter came only to £1200, which we were able to pay out 
of our current funds.   
 

We have been successful in getting a £500 grant from the National Churches Trust ( note their logo below!) and 
are recovering £254 of VAT from another government heritage fund stream.  Also, following dialogue and feed-
back about the dire state of our finances due to lack of ability to maintain income, the other good news is the Dio-
cese has agreed to reduce our parish share to £200 per month for the immediate future  [from £ 836].  However 
this is only temporary, and we will have to make this good at some stage, if indeed we are still viable.  
 

Keeping our head above water remains central, and this is why it is so important to get the Friends of Kingsdon 
Church group off the ground, and use our multi-talented villagers to tap into any opportunities. stated in the last 
Chronicle,  we will be contacting those who indicated an interest in this, and intend to hold a meeting within 
Covid rules.   More to follow! 
 

NEXT SERVICE AT ALL SAINTS 
 

There will be a short said service lasting about half-an-hour at All Saints on Sunday 
6th September at 9.30 a.m. led by Rev Alan Symonds.  To comply with  social distancing 
rules could you please book your places in advance by phoning Jan Turner on this occa-
sion on 01458 270096.   The wearing of face masks is now mandatory.  We will much look 
forward to seeing you there and will hope for a good response. 
 

Kingsdon PCC. 

Jeannie Darvill    
 

The sad news is announced that last Sunday, Jeannie Darvill passed away.  Having spent the last 54 

years here in Kingsdon, the family are pleased to say she was at home, where she wanted to be, 

with all her family.  It goes without saying that they are all heartbroken, but will celebrate her life 

with a cremation service at Yeovil Crematorium on Monday 7th September at 2pm, followed by 

light refreshments at Yeovil Court Hotel, West Coker Road, Yeovil.   Please contact Penny if you 

wish to attend.  Numbers permitted in the Chapel are restricted due to Covid-19 .   Face masks have to be worn. 



All Saints Church 
 

Priest in Charge:   Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029  (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other occa-
sional services) 
Church Warden:  Mrs Bel Allan  Tel. 01935 840878 
Parochial Church Council: Secretary: Nicholas J. Allan Tel 01935 840878  Treasurer:  Tony Steele-Perkins  01935 
840184 
Tower Captain:   Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344 
 

 
 

    For Services information  
 

please see page 3 
                             

 

 

The Kingsdon Chronicle 
 

The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation.  Cheques pay-
able to ‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’   The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers If you wish me to 
publish an article,  please email your request with the details or send it in writing.  Requesting publication you are agree-
ing your article can be published on the Kingsdon website at:   http://www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/      
Please  ensure I acknowledge receipt.  Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not neces-
sarily reflect the views of The Kingsdon Chronicle production  team. The editor will assume that all material supplied is 
original, or from copyright free sources.  (It is the contributor’s responsibility to gain any necessary permissions and to pro-
vide acknowledgments).” Editor:  Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW  Tel 01935 841444,                                 
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Kingsdon Village Hall 
 

For all information  (except bookings)  contact: -    David 
Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. Kingsdon TA11 
7LL    Tel:01935 841453 
 

For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, 
Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444                                                     
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 

The Kingsdon Jubilee Fund Trustees 
 

    Chairman: Andy Fryer,   
Secretary: Martin Gilmore,  

Treasurer: Tim Taylor,                                                                                                               
Trustees:  Ian Dibben,  Mark Freeman,  Beverley Fulton,               

Robert Fulton,  Chris Taylor.       
 

Kingsdon Cricket Club 
 

 

Chairman /  Secretary :   Marilyn Elliott,   4 Manor 
Close, Kingsdon, Somerton,  TA11 7LW    Tel 01935 
841444             Mobile 07990673935.  Email: mari-
lyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk    
Team Selection:  Ian Birrell   Watersmeet, Huish 
Episcopi, Langport. TA10 9HE  Tel 01458 259231      
07817959709                                                                                                       
Trustees: B. Carlisle, I. Birrell, J. Schofield 
Captain / Treasurer: J. Schofield      
 

Kingsdon Knitting Club 
(Knitting for Good Causes) 

 

The Knitters meet on the second Saturday of the month at 
10.30am to midday in the Community Shop.   
 

For information please contact:    Linda Rumbles 01935 
840132 or Babs Conway 01935 841811 

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club  
 

The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday 
evenings  between 7.30pm and 9.30pm.   If you are inter-
ested then please contact Martin Singleton on 841162 or 
just come along. 
  
 

Kingsdon Afternoon Club 
 

The Afternoon  Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the 
month at 3pm in the Village Hall.  New members (any age) 
are always welcome.  For information contact Richards 
South  tel: 840912 
 
 

Kingsdon Boules & Croquet Club 
 

Members meet at the Kingsdon Cricket Ground every 
Thursday between 2 and 4 pm.  The club welcomes new 
members or just come along to enjoy a taster session fol-
lowed by tea and cake in the club house.  
 

Taster sessions for Boules or Croquet can be arranged on 
other days / evenings to suit. 
 

For more information contact:- 
 

Nina Carlisle    01935 840933     
email ninacarlisle@talktalk.net 

 

Sally Smith       01935 842094    
Phyl Winsor     01935 840384 

 
 



From the Vicarage 
 

On Wednesday 19th August the lectionary gave us Psalm 23 to read, a very familiar and comforting passage. If we 
wanted to find a passage for the present time then this perhaps would be a popular choice for it speaks of God’s 
care for us at all stages of our life. It is traditionally believed to have been written by David, the shepherd boy 
who, with God’s guidance, became King, and he uses it to reflect on his need for, and trust in, the Lord God Al-
mighty. 
In David’s time sheep faced many threats, wild animal predators, human thieves, as well as the risks of finding 
themselves caught in thorn bushes, falling into fast flowing rivers, or simply getting lost. So, shepherds were em-
ployed to keep the sheep close, to watch over them and to protect them from harm. The shepherds would live with 

their flocks spending all day every day with them and often sleeping 
across the gate of the sheep fold at night, so nothing or no one could 
get in without getting past the shepherd. They were permanently with 
their sheep and grew to know each individual very well, and each 
sheep also grew to know and trust its own shepherd very well too, and 
so in the morning would follow behind as the shepherd led the sheep 
out to find pasture for the day. 
Whilst we may not want to be likened to sheep which have a reputation 
for being rather silly and brainless, the relationship of dependency and 
intimacy which David’s psalm portrays is something which many of us 
wish for. To know that God is with us all day every day, whether we 
are awake or asleep. That if we listen to His voice, he will lead us to 
good places where we should be safe, and if we are not then He will 
stand by us and help us through everything we have to face. That He 
will support us through our lives, be there for us too as we make the 
transition from this life to what lies beyond, and still be there to care 
for us and lead us into the everlasting joys of heaven. 
It is a psalm for those facing difficulties and worries, and it is a psalm 
for those celebrating joys and delights. It is a psalm that invites us into 
a relationship with our Heavenly King, God, and Shepherd. It is a 
psalm that makes me want to cry aloud “The Lord is MY Shepherd” I 
hope you do too. 
 

With every blessing.      Alan Symonds 
 

 

ADVANCE BOOKING 
 

In order to keep to Government guidelines it is necessary at the moment to book your place at all services in ad-
vance. 
To make a booking for either Kingsdon or Somerton on Sunday 6th September please call James and Jan on 01458 
270096. 
To book for any other services please call Alan on 01458 272029 or e-mail him 
on Somerton.vicar@btinternet.com . 
 

Booking for Wednesday 9th September opens on Satur-
day 5th September but otherwise booking is open from 8 
days prior to the service. 
 

Services in Somerton Church will also be available sim-
ultaneously by video or telephone link 
Join Zoom Meeting 
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/7813178193?
pwd=iaYfTNuc9IO4IiTrSELxRoeBhq8eNA Meeting 
ID: 781 317 8193, Passcode: 776870 
Or Join the free conference call meeting join the online 
meeting: https://join.freeconferencecall.com/
somertonvicar 
Or call 0330 606 0403 from your home telephone and 
when prompted put in the access code 769 354 followed 
by the # key. Calls are at local landline rates. 
 

Audio recordings of the services, a service sheet, and 
some talks are available in advance by e-mail. 
To join the circulation list please e-mail Alan 
on Somerton.vicar@btinternet.com                                                   
At the moment services in Wessex House, Laburnum Drive and Parsonage Close remain suspended. Page 3 

Sun 30th Aug Trinity 12 
(green) 

  No Service, pre-recorded 
only 

Wed 2nd Sept   No Service, pre-recorded 
only 

Sun 6th Sept Trinity 13 
(green) 

  9:30 K 
11am S 

Wed 9th   10am HC S - 

Sun 13th Sept Trinity 14 
(Green, CM white) 

  9:30 HC CA 
11am HC S 

Wed 16th   10am HC S - 

Sun 20th Sept Trinity 15 
(green) 

  9:30 K 
11am S 

Wed 23rd   10am HC S - 

Sun 27th Sept Trinity 16 
(Green) 

  9:30 CA 
11am S 

Wed 30th   10am HC S – 

Sun 4th Oct Trinity 17 
(green) 

  9:30 HC K 
11am HC S 

Psalm 23 A Psalm of David. 

The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: 

he leadeth me beside the still waters. 

He restoreth my soul: 

he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness 

for his name's sake. 

Yea, though I walk through the valley 

of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: 

for thou art with me; 

thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me 

in the presence of mine enemies: 

thou anointest my head with oil; 

my cup runneth over. 

Surely goodness and mercy 

shall follow me all the days  my life: 

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD 

for ever.   (Psa 23:1-6 KJV) 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus04web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F7813178193%3Fpwd%3DiaYfTNuc9IO4IiTrSELxRoeBhq8eNA&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6b13d72395ca446c8ce008d83dfaea27%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637327495157622774&sdata=
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fus04web.zoom.us%2Fj%2F7813178193%3Fpwd%3DiaYfTNuc9IO4IiTrSELxRoeBhq8eNA&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6b13d72395ca446c8ce008d83dfaea27%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637327495157622774&sdata=
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjoin.freeconferencecall.com%2Fsomertonvicar&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6b13d72395ca446c8ce008d83dfaea27%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637327495157622774&sdata=gMLMxIsHNGFin0gghHBWBwau5JSk
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fjoin.freeconferencecall.com%2Fsomertonvicar&data=02%7C01%7C%7C6b13d72395ca446c8ce008d83dfaea27%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637327495157622774&sdata=gMLMxIsHNGFin0gghHBWBwau5JSk
mailto:Somerton.vicar@btinternet.com


(DRAFT) Minutes of the KVH Annual General Meeting held on Thursday 6th June 2019    
in the Village Hall , Kingsdon at 7 pm. 

 
Present:  Mrs M Elliott – Chairman, Mr David Thomson - Secretary, Mr Ian Dibben- Treasurer, Mr W Elliott,    
Mr G Osborne        Villagers: 7 present 
 

Apologies:   The Secretary recorded the received apologies on behalf of Mr T Owen.  No other ( Village) apolo-
gies had been received. 
 

1 Introduction by Chairman:  The Chairman welcomed those present and thanked them for their attendance, 
 

2 Minutes of 2018 AGM:  The Chairman presented the draft minutes of the 2018 Annual General Meeting. 
No questions and/or clarifications were raised. (NB: There were no villagers present at the 2018 AGM) 
 

3. Matters Arising:  The Chairman reviewed the minutes and commented as follows: 
 

3.1 A large back-cloth and frame was available but no volunteers had come forward to assist with the installation. 
The Chairman once again emphasised the need for more volunteers to assist with the upkeep of Village Hall 
 

3.2 Exterior improvements works remained outstanding, again due to a lack of volunteers. A Villager mentioned 
that Martin Singleton had volunteered to paint the 
doors in the near future. Particular thanks were recorded for Mr T Owen for his continued maintenance work to 
the exterior of the building/site including the drains. Further general work was still required. 
 

3.3 Some Interior works had been undertaken. Cleaning services remained excellent and were often commented 
upon favourably by Hirers. Guy Osborne had put considerable effort into maintaining the flooring to a high stand-
ard. The Chairman noted that many hirers commented favourably on the interior of the Hall, and indeed many new 
bookings arose from recommendations of previous hirers. 
 

4 Secretary’s Review:  The Secretary Mr David Thomson reported on his duties for 2018/19. As required under 
the Constitution an AGM and two Management Committee meetings had been arranged with formal agendas , and 
draft minutes being issued and published in the Kingsdon Chronicle ( the next available issue). Additional meet-
ings had been required to establish the KVH Working Group ( to review the future of the village hall) and to re-
spond to Fire Safety concerns. 
 

The Village Hall is a registered charity ( Reg No: 304570, 23-05-1962 ) and The Secretary updates and completes 
the annual Charity Commission return requirements. The village Hall remains zero rated for business rate/ tax in 
payment, following a successful appeal. ( The Rate payable is £3326). 
 

The Kingsdon Village Hall is fully licensed for music by the PRS and is fully insured under a bespoke Village 
Halls’ scheme. Bristol Fire undertook an annual survey and inspection during March 2019. Full details of the Vil-
lage Hall facilities are included within the Kingsdon village web site. Further details available upon request from 
the Secretary. 
 

A Villager referred to a recent medical alert incident within the hall and the fact that the Village Hall address was 
not displayed within the Building. The Secretary confirmed the TA11 address and undertook to arrange an imme-
diate full address display on both the internal and external notice boards. ( Upon checking after the meeting, the 
address was in fact found to be included on the “PRS” Certificate displayed on the internal lobby notice board and 
is also on the web site) 
 

5 Treasurer’s Report:   The Treasurer Mr Ian Dibben presented the non-audited annual accounts for the year 
ending 31st March 2019. (FY 2018/19 ) and reviewed them in detail for the meeting . Copies were distributed to 
the meeting. The FY 2018/19 audited accounts when available will be displayed on the village hall notice board , 
published within the Kingsdon Chronicle and additional copies will be available on request from the Treasurer. 
The Treasure highlighted the following: 
 

The Current Account stands at £3124, up from £2728. 
Savings Account unchanged. No financial draw-down taken this year 
Hire of the Hall has increased slightly 
“TAKE ART” makes a significant contribution 
Cleaning Charges have not increased for last 3-4 years 
DOG CLUB booking remains an issue with extra cleaning required. It was agreed to apply a cleaning premium as 
required. (Fee increase from £20 to £25 and then £30.) 
Others costs for Performing Rights, Insurance, Bristol Fire, Joint Survey , Accounting Angels were as listed in the 
accounts. 
 

Maintenace costs appeared lower for the current year due to the high cost of the one-off Electrical Upgrade re-
quired during the previous year. Also non financially recorded volunteer maintenance work occurred during the 
current year. 
 

It was agreed to increase each Hire fee band. Notice will be given to regular hirers Page 4 



6 Chairman’s Overview:   The Chairman Mrs Marilyn Elliott noted:  The general administration and day to day 
management of the hall had been as expected during the year. A week’s closure due to a Bee Infestation and limi-
tations imposed due to Fire Safety concerns had been speedily and successfully dealt with. Customer feedback on 
the Hall’s appearance and facilities remains very favourable. Many new bookings occurred from recommendations 
of previous hirers. The housekeeping and cleaning arrangements continued successfully and the high level of gen-
eral cleanliness had been commented upon. 
 

An independent Working Party ( KVHWG) was established at a public meeting in November 2018 and this has 
recently provided an interim report which will be published and displayed in the village Hall on Saturday 29th 
June. 
The major issue remained one of the need for additional volunteers to help with the Hall and support the small 
management committee. Despite numerous calls during the year this had not been forthcoming and remains a ma-
jor issue for the whole Village to consider. 
The Hall is in regular weekly use and bookings have held up well ( 318-320). In addition, new bookings have a 
favourable knock-on effect on future (new) bookings. In summary, the Hall is fully booked. ( given that certain 
obligations have to be kept…IE Parish Council meetings) Public Elections are also helpful. 
Finally, The Chairman recorded her thanks to the Management Committee members and all other village volun-
teers for their individual/collective efforts and help during the year.. Particular thanks were recorded to Messrs Os-
borne and Owen for their help and support once again during the year. 
 

7 Question Time:  A Villager referred to the future of the Hall, The Surveyors Report and Item 3.6 of the 2018 
Minutes which she referred to as “Lies”. The Chairman noted the comment but advised that this issue was now 
being addressed by the independent working party which was due to report very shortly. ( 29-06-19) 
3 Villages raised concern over the general maintenance of the Hall and sought an assurance that the Hall would 
continue to be maintained. The smaller 2018/19 maintenance spend was highlighted as evidence . The Treasurer 
repeated the reason for this ( high electrical upgrade/ review spend in the previous year) The Chairman also noted 
that a number of maintenance projects were handled on a voluntary basis so did not incur financial cost ( or record-
ing). 
The particular issues of (Strip) Lights and Heating were raised, which had been outstanding for many months. A 
Villager asserted that the Hall had been far better maintained 18 years with effective fund raising. The Treasurer 
noted that he had been on the committee 20 years ago but did not think it was relevant today. The Secretary ques-
tioned the usefulness of such dated comparisons due to the many variable factors of for instance demographics, 
social changes, workstyle etc etc. “2019” issues in total needed to be addressed and the main issue was undoubted-
ly the lack of volunteers within our village for what ever reason. 
Further discussion took place over the windows. It was confirmed that a quote had been received. However, it was 
noted that the windows themselves were not damaged and that heating loss occurred through the “single skin” ex-
terior wall as much ( or even more) than the windows themselves.. 
It was agreed that Maintenance was a major issue and an advert would be placed for a Maintenance Officer/
Volunteer to join the Committee and coordinate the maintenance activities. 
The Art Group representative complained about the storage cupboards and a long standing request for improve-
ments. The Secretary noted that storage facilities were not provided as part of any hire agreement and were simply 
on a goodwill basis. Locks were not provided. 
A Villager commented on an excellently run Village Hall she visits on a regular basis. She named this as Hanbury 
Village Hall, Bromsgrove. With a hire fee of just £8ph, a Full Time paid Caretaker was in attendance to welcome 
and prepare rooms in 
advance for the hirers. This Hall was also maintained to an excellent standard. The Secretary agreed that this 
sounded very impressive and would contact the Hanbury Village Hall Secretary to understand better how this is 
achieved.and what lessons could be learned. 
A Villager asserted that Committee Members had resigned because maintenance issues had not been addressed or 
carried out. The Chairman commented that she was not aware of this and asked for futher information to be pro-
vided so that this can be confirmed/investigated. 
The Chairman repeated that many customers commented very favourably on how well our village hall was run and 
its general appearance, given its obvious limitations. However, not all hirers leave the hall as found and we do not 
have a Full Time Caretaker. 
The Chairman thanked villagers for their (above) comments and would take on board the maintenance issue con-
cerns raised. The advert would be placed for a Maintenance Coordinator – Volunteer to assist with the mainte-
nance issues raised. 
 

8 Election of Officers:  Volunteers were invited for the 3 Officer Roles on the Management Committee. No volun-
teers were forthcoming.   The current Officers agreed to remain in post: Marilyn Elliott – Chairman, David Thom-
son – Secretary,  Ian Dibben – Treasurer.   Phil Winsor volunteered to join the committee as a non-officer member. 
The Chairman thanked her for the interest and would check out the procedures. 
There being no further business, The Chairman once again thanked all committee members for their contributions 
throughout the year. 
The meeting closed at 8pm Page 5 



Tree Felling in Silver Street, Kingsdon. 
 

Despite monsoon like rain, thunder and lightening the tree surgeon was determined to get the Scots pine  down in 
one day, Thursday 27th August. 
 

The pine had been leaning for a number of years.  The original plan was to reduce the crown but the experts at 
SSDC wanted the tree felled. 
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The Kingsdon Chronicle Summer Photo Competition 

 

 

 

 

 

The Kingsdon  Chronicle is holding a photo competition over the summer for anyone living in Kingsdon or stay-
ing in Kingsdon on holiday during July & August.   
 
There will be two categories, 16 years and under  and over 16’s. 
 

For each category the winners will receive £30 each  and the two runners-up will receive £15 each. 

All entries must have been taken within the Parish of Kingsdon 

Photographs will be judged on how interesting the subject of the photo is in the eyes of the judges  -  Wildlife, 

people, scenery or anything that looks interesting could be a winner! 

The quality of the photo will be of little concern to the judges 

All entries to be submitted by 5th September.   
 
Entries to be sent to The Kingsdon Chronicle at 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somerton, TA11 7LW as a print of any 
size on standard paper or emailed as a jpeg to the Kingsdon Chronicle at wallyelliott@hotmail.com or by mobile 
phone to 07990 673935  Please ensure the name and contact details of all photographers are sent with all entries 
 
All entrants, if they wish,  may send up to 3 photographic entries taken by them. 
 
The judges will be former professional photographers Laura Jones and her mum. 
 
Please contact Wally Elliott for any queries you may have. 

or any other type of Camera 
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Cllr. Susan J. Mackay 
Cottage Barn, Top Street,  

Kingsdon TA117JU 
Tel: 01935  840023 

sjmackay@kingsdon.net  

Member of Parliament for 
Somerton & Frome 
David Warburton 

Unit G9, Woodside Court,                             
Dairy House Yard, Sparkford, BA22 7LH 

Tel: 01373 580500 
Email: david@warburton.org.uk 

Cllr. David Beswick  
Chairman 

Arnor, Top Street, Kingsdon TA11 7JU 
Email:  davidbeswick44@gmail.com  

Tel: 01935 840795     

(Environment, allotments, trees and church 
link 

Kate Hatt  
Kingsdon Parish Council Clerk                    

Bluebell House, Mow Barton Road,   
Kingsdon.. TA11 7DX    Tel: 01935 841275   

Email kingsdonclerk@gmail.com.  

Cllr. Brian Paine  
Vice-Chairman 

Westgate, Top Street, Kingsdon TA11 7JU                    
Email: b.paine253@btinternet.com                          

Tel: 01935 842058    
(Former school field parish council link ) 

Cllr. Phillip Waters                                       
The Old Bakery, Chapel Hill, Kingsdon TA11 7LN 

phillipwaters@hotmail.co.uk                                       
Tel: 07815898065 

(Trees,) 

Cllr. Ian Dibben 
27 Kingsdon  TA11 7LF 

 Email:  iandibbs@btinternet.com              
Tel: 01935 840726  Mobile 07840 364348  

(Village hall Link, Footpaths, Website and           

Environment    ) 

Cllr. Guy Osborne 
Delimara, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon TA11 7LL                               

Email: guyosbornekpc@gmail.com  
Tel: 01935 841137           07951067872 

(Highways, verges and footpaths)  

Cllr. Alec Anderson 
Low Barn, Lower Road, Kingsdon, TA11 7DY 

Email: alecanderson50@yahoo.co.uk  
Tel: 01935 840528   Mobile  07733 100702  

Play equipment and field 

County Councillor   
Dean Ruddle 

Freshfields, Cartway Lane,                                   
Somerton, Somerset,  TA11 6JH  

Tel: 07976 556054                                
Email: ddruddle@somerset.gov.uk  

South Somerset District Councillor 
Northstone, Ivelchester & St Michael's Ward 

Tony Capozzoli  
5 Church Street,   Ilchester,  YEOVIL,        
BA22 8LW.  Phone:  01935 840011.                             

Email: tony.capozzoli@southsomerset.gov.uk 

South Somerset District Councillor 
Northstone, Ivelchester & St Michael's Ward 

Charlie Hull 
Footsteps, High Street,                            

Charlton Adam, Somerton. 
07979 917882                                                   

charliehull 2015@ gmail.com  

South Somerset District Councillor 
Northstone, Ivelchester & St Michael's Ward 

Paul Rowsell 
The Halfway House Inn, Country Lodge, 

Chilthorn Domer, Yeovil   
01935 840350  

Keith Tridgell 
Kingsdon Parish Council Responsible Financial Officer  

Hill View School Road Kingsdon TA11 7EW 
Keith.tridgell@kingsdon.org  Tel 07899 790713 
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Draft minutes of the Kingsdon Planning Meeting  

held on Thursday 23rd July 2020 on the Village Field at 7.30pm 
 

Present: Mr D.Beswick (Chairperson), Mr B.Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mr G.Osborne, Mr  P. Waters, Mr I. Dibben 
and Mrs S Mackay (Parish Councillors), Mrs K Hatt and 9 parishioners. 
 
1. Apologies:   Mr A.Anderson 
 
2. Declarations of Interest:   I.Dibben and G.Osborne – will step out of the room. 
 
3. Previous minutes:  The minutes of the last planning meeting were read, approved and signed. This was pro-
posed by P.Waters, seconded by S.Mackay, all were in favour. 
The Kingsdon estate application is still going through various processes, no decision made yet. 
 
4. AGAR form –we have finished the audit process, no external audit required. Internal audit completed by Ac-
counting Angels, now to be signed and published on notice board and website. 
B.Paine proposed we accept and I.Dibben seconded, all in favour.  
 
5. Planning applications:  Hard copies are not provided by SSDC – all viewed online. 
 
Planing Application  Ref. No: 20/01664/HOU  
Erection of garden room to side of dwelling at 2 Lime Tree Close Kingsdon Somerton TA11 7ER  
 
B.Paine - Footprint seems to be excessively large. 
D.Beswick – planning application moved by 600mm, due to boundary fencing. It is huge, but where it is, the only 
effect is to the people on the private estate. 
Neighbours have had it discussed with them. 
No objections from parish council. 
 
Planning Application  Ref. No: 20/01593/FUL 
The erection of 2 No. detached single storey dwellings on  Land Adjacent Keepers Cottage Pitts Lane Kingsdon 
Somerton Somerset TA11 7LL  
 

G.Osborne – left the room. 
Alison (the applicant) spoke – the planning consultant is away on holiday. 
Applicant has been the keeper for a number of years, bought house in 2007, intention to stay in the house. Wanted 
it to be in keeping, minimal impact. 
I.Dibben – in support, asking for two deciduous trees to be planted, hedges on east and west boundaries instead of 
fences. No grounds to insist, but always looking to offset the environmental issue. 
Client agreed this could be possible and the protection could be written into the contract. They have also kept the 
wildlife corridor. 
The trees could be protected by Tree Preservation Orders if necessary, to protect from future removal, as it’s not 
in the conservation area. P.Waters will discuss with P.Paulton. 
Wild life corridor won’t be affected. 
No objections from the parish council. 
 
Planning Application Ref. No: 20/01570/HOU 
Siting of a new bunded domestic heating oil storage tank and installation of new underground pipework at 
27 North Town Kingsdon Somerton TA11 7LF  
 

I.Dibben left the room. 
No comments or objections. 
 
 
ACTION: K Hatt to email the comments to the planning inspector. 
 
Meeting closed at 7.49pm. 
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KINGSDON COMMUNITY SHOP 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It has been really good to see people in the shop again and we hope you have enjoyed being able to browse the 
shelves.  Thank you for observing the need for continued social distancing, face coverings and hand sanitation.  
We have a regular cleaning programme in place and are committed to keeping everyone as safe as possible. 

Payments 

It is still necessary for payments to be made by card and preferably a debit card, as this attracts less cost to the 
shop. 

Milk 

If you order milk from the shop, please do remember to take the milk that has your name on.  You will now find 
your milk in the middle of the fridge. 

Promotion 

For the month of September only, we have a Special Offer on Frozen Foods (excluding ice creams/lollies).   

 

 

                           

 
 

Masks 

We do have single use masks and a selection of cloth made masks for sale in the shop. If you want a particular 
colour/fabric/style request, please let us know. All proceeds to shop funds 

 

Become a Shareholder 

Did you know that you can become a shareholder of the Kingsdon Centre.  Shares cost £2 each and you can have 
as many as you wish.  Being a shareholder or member entitles you to a vote at the annual meeting and offers the 
opportunity to be a supporter and part of discussions on future plans.  For further information, email Chris at 
christine_taylor_1@icloud.com 

We are immensely grateful for your continued custom, on which we are solely dependent. 

 

Don’t forget to check our Facebook page 

       https://www.facebook.com/kingsdoncommunitycentre 
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COMMANDOS TEST CARIBBEAN STORM RESPONSE ON                    
‘TREASURE ISLAND’ 

21 August 2020 
Commandos returned to a pirates’ haunt in the latest test of a Royal Navy task group’s readiness to re-
spond to the Caribbean hurricane season. 
 

Norman Island – thought to have inspired Robert Louis Stevenson's legendary Treasure Island – became the latest 
remote location for the impressive life-saving and supporting teams and kit aboard RFA Argus and HMS Med-
way. 
 

Commandos, sailors and aviators picked 
the island – at the southern tip of the Brit-
ish Virgin Islands archipelago – for two 
days of intensive training to determine how 
the task group might help the British Over-
seas Territory should a tropical storm 
scythe through.  
 

The Virgin Islands were badly affected 
back in 2017 – though Norman Island was 
spared – and received widespread help 
from the British military under Operation 
Ruman. 
 

Early forecasts point to the busiest hurri-
cane season since 2005 – the most active 
Atlantic storm season in recorded history – 
which is why Argus and Medway need to 
be at the top of their game ready to deliver 
Humanitarian Aid and Disaster Relief. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The exercise began when a Wildcat helicopter 
from 815 Naval Air Squadron delivered a 
scouting party to one of the landing sites that 
had already been scoped out. 
 

                                                               
 
 
 
 

  Simultaneously, members of the Crisis Response 
Troop from 24 Commando Royal Engineers were 
transferred to HMS Medway by sea boats from 
RFA Argus and from 47 Commando Royal Ma-
rines. This is to simulate the ability of both ships to 
coordinate and respond in different locations, with 
Medway acting as a ‘lily pad’ from which to deliver 
the troop of specialist engineers and her own emer-
gency relief stores ashore. 
 
 
 
 
 

Further helicopter flights saw troops landed ashore 
and a headquarters was set up to plan the next steps 
and liaise with the ships and aircraft as to the situa-
tion on the ground.  
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Now you can help to keep the Nation’s historic 
naval aircraft flying AND be in with a chance of 
winning £10,000 every single week! 

The Navy Wings Weekly Lottery is an exciting 
new way to support the work of Navy Wings in 
preserving and flying some of the Nation’s most 
important aircraft. 

For every £1 entry we give you a unique 6-digit 
number. Match three or more numbers in the 
right position and win one of our great cash priz-
es between £5 and £1,000. If you match all six 
numbers, you’ll win an incredible £10,000! En-

tering is easy and with a draw every week, you’ll have plenty of chances to win. 

Find out more about the Navy Wings Weekly Lottery at: 

 https://navywings.org.uk/lottery/  

 

 

Lottery Hotline: 01628 200 341                                                                 

(Lines open 9am - 5pm Mon - Friday) 
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My Martin Baker tie club certificate confirms that, as user number 5616 of one of their seats, I ejected on 16 March 
1984. I was flying Sea Harrier XZ496 from HMS Illustrious and suffered an engine failure in the circuit. 
I cannot believe that it was so long ago as I have total recall of the event. Although non aviators are impressed, I 
never really considered that I had had a close encounter with death as a safe ejection was, to me and my contempo-
raries, always guaranteed by the Mk 10 seat. Now, 36 years later, things will be even better, with more automatics 
and improved technologies. 
At the time I was flying with the Sea Harrier Foreign Training Unit at Yeovilton when a request for aircrew to par-
ticipate in an exercise was received from HMS Illustrious. Aircrew were in relatively short supply as the South At-
lantic campaign had taken its toll. Shortage of airframes equally had restricted the training effort. I had recently left 
801 Squadron embarked in HMS Invincible after nearly 2 years and was slightly grumpy about going back to sea. 
However the request from the ship had been translated by Authority into a more definite requirement by the time it 
reached a junior Lieutenant Commander. 
I flew out to the ship, which was heading towards the Lofoten Islands, in an extra aircraft which was also required 
and settled in quickly. HMS Invincible and Illustrious were very similar at that time although significant differ-
ences were apparent in external appearance and internal layout which reflected both operational experience and 
changing requirements. Each ship also operated its aircraft slightly differently as the standardisation, to which the 
Admiral’s staff were devoting much effort, was still developing. HMS Ark Royal, the third of the class, was still 
building. 
As we progressed northwards towards the Arctic Circle I flew quite a few sorties with the embarked squadron, the 
usual Air Intercept training, Air Defence Exercises and surface searches. On several occasions I had also intercept-
ed Soviet Bear aircraft which commonly monitored NATO exercises at that time. 
On 16 March 1984 I was programmed to lead a pair of aircraft on a Combat Air Patrol sortie which would be com-
bined with a surface search and Air Intercept practice sortie. I never fully understood why the ship needed to send 
aircraft around the local area to see where everyone else was but it was a quite normal tasking in the early morning 
and late evening. I suspected that it was seen by the watchkeeping ship’s warfare officers as a means of keeping 
aircrew out of the bar and out of their beds whilst they themselves were working. My No 2 on this sortie was the 
affable Dougie Hamilton, the embarked squadron’s Commanding officer. 
The ship was positioned somewhere not a million miles from Bardufoss and the weather was clear but cold. The 
sea temperature in the Arctic, although warmed by the Gulf Stream, was still pretty cool in March. Whilst one 
should always have ensured that one wore sufficient clothing under the “goon suit” (dry suit) to ensure that core 
body temperature could be maintained if one went swimming, there was a compromise to be made between this 
and the ability to move about in a cockpit. Particularly for the less athletic officer. Besides, you weren’t going for a 
dip, were you? I was well enough equipped and the old Sea Jet was pretty reliable anyway. 
Dougie and I got airborne at around 0600, droned around for half an hour or so reporting ships positions back to 
mother, then continued with a few intercepts. To get the fuel state down to a comfortable landing weight, we con-
tinued the last intercept into 1v1 combat. With about 10 minutes left before “C” time and a comfortable 2500lbs or 
so of fuel we descended towards the ship. Everything was routine, it was nearly time for breakfast and the sun was 
well up on a pleasant day. 
We descended as a pair, lazily down into the “slot” at 600 ft abeam the island heading straight out on the ships fly-
ing course at about 300 knots. Pedantically one would extend on this track for 12 seconds to provide the correct 
interval on the aircraft in front, but we were the only pair recovering so, as leader, I could afford to be a bit more 
sporty. Zip, Flair and Panache were highly prized qualities amongst the pilots. 
I broke left into the circuit, throttled back and extended the airbrake and flaps. Having rolled out downwind at 
about 220 knots, with wheels down, I selected 20 degrees of nozzle, countering the normal pitch up. Specifically 
checking the reaction control duct pressure, I also ensured that the Nosewheel steering (NWS) was engaged. 
The NWS switch had the dual function of turning Anti-skid off and was a vital setting for deck operations. When 
disembarking however, landing on a runway normally requires anti-skid so the nose wheel steering would be man-
ually engaged when required. Failure to select Anti Skid “on” when going ashore was an unfortunate trap for the 
unwary, frequently sprung, and typically requiring new main wheel tyres. Very embarrassing for the culprit.’ ` 
location. 
With the checks complete, about 80% set, speed decaying nicely to 8 units angle of attack in the Head Up Display 
and the ship passing nicely down my port side I happily waited to commence a nice punchy final turn from which I 
would roll out about 100 yards behind the ship. I did not want to seem lacking in the Z,F and P department. I rolled 
into the final turn and took 40 degrees of nozzle. 



BRRRR-BR-BRRR-B-BRR 
My sense of expanding timescale starts around this point. What follows until the time I am swinging in my para-
chute would, I estimate, actually occupy about 5-6 seconds. 
The engine made a noise like a Merlin does in the films when the Wingco stops a cannon shell and the glycol and 
oil goes all over the windscreen, or like a Formula 1 car with intermittent complete ignition failure. BRRRR-BR-
BRRR-B-BRR. Almost simultaneously the smell of hot oil came through the air conditioning/pressurisation sys-
tem. (Is this really happening?) Most alarming however was the instant increase in angle of attack to “off the 
scale”. With 40 degrees of nozzle there is a significant amount of lift being provided by engine thrust vectoring 
alone. I had just lost this thrust and the throttle was ineffective. I know because I tried it briefly, as you would ex-
pect. To regain control of the angle of attack (and thus to keep flying) I shoved the nose down. Hard.(Yes it is real-
ly happening) At this stage I was probably at about 400 ft with a massive downwards trajectory, I was piloting an 
anvil. From my seat all I could see out of the front was sea. Quite close it was too. 
I had a moments regret that the Royal Navy was about to lose another valuable Sea Harrier and, reaching down, 
pulled the handle. 
Instantaneously, incredibly I saw the Miniature Detonating Cord (MDC) in the top of the canopy turn into a haze of 
brown smoke and small bits flying towards me. My head was forced onto my left shoulder and I felt a terrific verti-
cal acceleration which was accompanied by a roar like that of a Saturn rocket. The thought actually crossed my 
mind that I would be in orbit if it continued for much longer. I believe the rocket actually fired for 0.3 sec. Sudden-
ly it stopped, I felt that I was travelling feet first now at high speed. I thought to myself that I would just have to 
trust the seat automatics to sort it out and I tried to remember how the sequence continued. Behind my head there 
was a loud click. Aha, the scissor shackle. I know what happens next! There was a crack as the parachute opened 
and I did a midair star jump as the parachute immediately slowed my forward velocity from about 200 knots to a 
gentle 25ish. That was a bit uncomfortable, as expected. I felt myself swing down into a normal parachuting posi-
tion, i.e. underneath it. I was at about 250 feet. Due to the time constraint prior to water entry I didn’t bother to 
check the canopy – it seemed to be working. More important was to get rid of my mask and inflate the Mae West. 
The Mae West was immediately covered in blood but it didn’t seem to matter at that moment. Must do those drills. 
I had to find one of the green connectors so that I could drop my life raft thus releasing it from the parachute har-
ness. This was always easy enough in pool drills but with my weight in the harness these connectors were not in the 
expected position. While I was groping for these I unexpectedly hit the sea. 
I bobbed to the surface quite quickly and  inflated my dinghy. I could not work out what to do about the green con-
nector problem and its potential effect. So I climbed aboard the dinghy and started thinking about survival. My 
hands were rendered just about useless by the effects of even a short immersion in the cold North Atlantic. Very 
fortunately of course the ship was quite close and the plane guard helo was soon on its way. If one has to eject from 
a Naval aircraft, the circuit to land can be recommended as a convenient location. 
By the time the helo was approaching me, the front of the dinghy was disappearing beneath the waves as the still-
attached parachute pulled it down. I had no idea what to do and was happy that the aircrewman from the helo who 
appeared beside me on the end of a wire, smiling, seemed to know. I let him get on with it. 
Once inside the helo, I remembered about the blood and confident that a first-aid trained aircrewman would know 
how to re-assure and comfort, I asked him had I cut myself? 
“’kin ‘ave you Sir” says he. 
Back onboard, the sickbay had run a hot bath for me – a facility never seen on board by those below the rank of 
Captain except under circumstances of a similar nature. After an uneventful medical examination, whilst l was lux-
uriating in the bath, the PMO said that Commander Air would like to see how I was. The Doc. indicated that he 
would refuse Commander Air permission to enter until I had reviewed my position and consented. It was very kind 
of him but unnecessary as my accident had been a technical failure. The PMO said that he had stressed to Cdr(Air) 
that he should only enquire about my welfare and not the causes of the accident, to which Cdr(Air) had agreed. In 
he came and hovering over my immersed naked form said “Righto Soaps, what happened?” Good old Ted, I liked 
him a lot. 
My face had been blasted by the lead sheathing around the MDC and I had raw skin where it had not been covered 
by my glasses or oxygen mask. I was very well aware that eye injury had been suffered by two pilots who had 
ejected from Sea Harriers and that the instruction was that one should always have one of the two available visors 
lowered over the face. I believed that the visual clarity so essential in air combat was hindered enough by  1.5 inch-
es of bulletproof  front screen (sometimes salt laden) and 0.5 inches of Head Up Display. I was loathe to use a visor 
as well – I could always lower it in a hurry if necessary.(!) Fortunately, apart from this, I was generally serviceable. 
My glasses had taken the force of the MDC firing and were destroyed but my eyes had been protected. I went up to 
the crew room from the sickbay and was greeted by US Marine corps Captain Bill O’Hara. “Christ Soaps you look 
like a panda”. I did not have a spare pair of glasses with me and could not take any further part in the exercise. 
The subsequent Board of Enquiry found that there had been a massive engine failure, probably a High Pressure tur-
bine failure. Dougie said he had seen bits come out of the nozzles. The aircraft was not recovered as it was in 6000 
ft of water. 
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Tales from The Sea by Fleet Air Arm Veteran John Stevens. 

It was a normal day on board HMS Eagle in April 1966. The weather was fine and the ship had been at 'Flying Stations' 
since 0700 that morning. We were flying 'Non Diversion' as we were on the infamous Beira Patrol chasing all the naughty 
Oil Tankers for 72 days that were supposed to be supplying oil to Mr Ian Smith's Rhodesia. What we were supposed to do 
when we caught one, nobody knew. The only time we ever got close to one, was the Joanna V. The Skipper accused us of 
trying to ram him. The nearest we got to her was about a mile away. Our Captain, John Roxborough, signalled her and told 
her to change course and not to go into Beira. The Captain of the Joana V signalled back with two words, the second one was 
'Off'' and sailed merrily on. The Captain was really cross with him and called him a lot of nasty names for refusing to obey 
the Royal Navy! 
 

The ship had launched a flight of four 800Sqd 
Buccaneers S1's on a Search Mission on this day 
at 1300. The flight deck had been re-spotted, the 
landing area was clear and for a short while all 
was quiet while we waited for the Buccaneers to 
return. Unbeknown to us on the flight deck, there 
was a major emergency taking place in the air 
many miles from us. Apparently one of the Buc-
caneers was having some serious problems. The 
aircraft had suffered 'A Double Proportioner 
Failure' (so we were later told.) This meant he 
had lost power, but had enough to reach the ship, 
but, he would not have enough power to go 
'round again' in the event he missed the wires on 
his first attempt to land back on board. Therefore 
the Sqd C.O. and Commander Air made the deci-
sion to tell the crew they were to eject. The crew 
were Lt.Cdr's. Markley & Chase from the USN. 
Both were on an 'Inter Service Exchange' 
 

Once our boss, the Flight Deck Officer, was informed, he got all the flight deck crew together and told us what was going to 
happen, ie. The aircrew would be ejecting off the port side shortly. The aircraft, in company with one of the other Bucca-
neers, set course back to the ship. 
The ships Commander made a broadcast to the ships company over the Tannoy. He announced.  “ Dya hear there? This is 
the Commander speaking. In about 5 minutes time two Buccaneers will be flying past the ship, roughly a half a mile off the 
port side and at 2,500ft. From one of them, the crew are going to eject as they are unable to land back on board, that is all.” 
Of course everybody below wanted to see this. It was a once in a life time chance for 90% of them. Consequently the flight 
deck in a very short time was absolutely covered in sailors with cameras, binoculars and in all sorts of gear. 

 

True to form, the two Buccaneers appeared flying very slowly toward the ship on 
the port side. As they came nearer one of them pulled away, whilst the other car-
ried on. Then when in line with the ship the rear crewman ejected followed very 
shortly by the pilot. We could clearly see the crew each separate from their seats 
and their parachutes open and both crew floating down. THEN, all eyes turned 
back to the aircraft. Where, it had been expected that the aircraft would crash into 
the sea. It had not. It had continued on and had now turned toward the ship and 

was dropping down heading for the ship and a massively crowded flight deck, with nobody driving it! 
 

Whereas, before when about a thousand sailors had been clamouring to get onto the flight deck. Now there were a 1000 sail-
ors all trying to get off the flight deck. It reminded me of a ‘Mad Movie'. I myself really thought the aircraft was going to hit 
the ship. Therefore I thought the best place for me was to get behind the Island. I positioned myself very near the rear end of 
the Island so if I needed to I could run behind it pretty quickly. The Buccaneer kept coming but started to veer off and passed 
over the stern of the ship. Then it started to climb again. By this time, the two air crew had been picked up by the SAR Wes-
sex Helicopter and were now on the Eagles flight deck watching their aircraft flying around the ship. It was even considered 
to man the 4.5 Guns aft, to try and shoot it down. The aircraft flew for almost 8 minutes around the ship climbing up and 
then dropping down, each time getting lower, before finally crashing into the sea off the starboard side about half a mile 
away. The photo of the unmanned aircraft with the ship below gives rather a wrong impression. It does look like the aircraft 
is well above the ship and will easily miss it. But I assure you standing on the deck and seeing a Buccaneer with nobody in it 
starting to come down and toward you. It is not a thing you want to see while on deck. 
 

The remains of the aircraft  was winched up from the sea as it had remained floating after the impact. As a final note on the 
incident. The only casualty was an 800 Squadron, Chief Artificer. He was so interested in looking at the remains which had 
been winched back on board. He failed to note how close his foot was. Consequently, as the remains were placed on the 
deck. He left his foot in the wrong place and almost had it severed. He was rushed down and into the Sick bay. Luckily his 
foot was saved. But, not his acute embarrassment when both of the aircrew visited him and offered their sympathy.' 
 

To read more dits check out our website, while you are there consider signing up as a supporter, lots of benefits and you will 
be helping the charity to maintain and fly heritage Fleet Air Arm aircraft. 

Page 16 



The Kingsdon Chronicle 100+ Club 
 
 

                 The July Draw was made by Brian Paine  -  Winners 
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1st.      142    Helen White 
2nd.    108    Geoff Thresh 
3rd.       40    Tom Stokes 

SOGGY TOMATO SANDWICHES 
By Peter Crowter 

 

Lyme Regis, Weymouth and West Bay were where we loved to go, 
All lovely on a summer’s day I’m sure that you all know. 
But in those days we had no car so we used bus and train, 

And this of course was long before old Dr. Beeching’s reign. 
Branches went to all those places till they got the chop, 

Beeching’s axe was ruthless and he knew not when to stop. 
 

To Yeovil we would take the bus then on the train we‘d hop, 
And then p’raps to Lyme Regis maybe that would be our stop. 

The station there was up the hill beside the Uplyme road, 
And then we’d walk down Broad Street each one carrying their load. 

Buckets, spades and costumes, towels, and something for the tum, 
That was most important was the picnic packed by mum. 

 

We found a place upon the beach and claimed it as our spot. 
‘Can we go in the sea now mum cause we are very hot?’ 

My costume was a knitted one that had been made by mum, 
And when it got all soggy it sagged down and showed my bum. 

And when we came out of the sea the first thing that we said, 
‘Mum, can we have our picnic now?’ and so the food was spread. 

 

It was tomato sandwiches that I remember most, 
Cause they were always different when we travelled to the coast. 

They were soft and soggy by the time they were unpacked 
They had a special flavour and much tastier in fact. 

I’ve tried to recreate that taste with minimal success, 
Maybe those darn tomatoes need to travel under stress. 

Kingsdon Post Collection Times from Post Box on Top Street - Weekdays at 4.45pm, Saturdays at 9.15am 



September     2020    Collection Dates  

Black Wheelie Bins  Wednesday 2nd & Tuesdays 15th & 29th September 

Kerbside Collection Wednesday 2nd & Tuesdays 8th, 14th,  21st & 29th September 

Green Bins  Saturday 5th & Friday 18th September 
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Adam who lived in the north of England, decided to go 
camping in Scotland with his buddy, Chris. 
So they loaded up Adam's car and headed north. 
After driving for a few hours, they got caught in a terrible 
blizzard. So they pulled into a nearby farm and asked the 
attractive lady who answered the door if she had anywhere 
they could spend the night to weather out the storm. 
'I realize it's terrible weather out there and I have this huge 
farm house all to myself, but I'm recently widowed,' she ex-
plained, 'and I'm afraid the neighbours will talk if I let you 
stay in my house.' 
'Don't worry,' Adam said. 'We'll be happy to sleep in the 
barn. And if the weather breaks, we'll be gone at first light.' 
The lady agreed, and the two men found their way to the 
barn and settled in for the night. 
Come morning, the weather had cleared, and they got on 
their way. They enjoyed a great camping trip. 
However, about nine months later, Adam got an unexpected 
letter from a solicitor. 
It took him a few minutes to figure it out, but he finally de-
termined that it was from the solicitor of that attractive wid-
ow he had met whilst heading out to that camping trip. 
He dropped in on his friend Chris and asked, "Chris, do you 
remember that good-looking widow from the farm we 
stayed at on our camping trip in Scotland about 9 months 
ago?" 
'Yes, I do,' said Chris. 
'Did you, er, happen to get up in the middle of the night, go 
up to the house and pay her a visit?' 
'Well, um, yes!,' Chris said, a little embarrassed about being 
found out, 'I have to admit that I did.' 
'And did you happen to give her my name instead of telling 
her your name?' 
Chris's face turned beet red and he said, 'Yeah, look, I'm  
sorry, buddy. I'm afraid I did.' 'Why do you ask?' 
'She just died and left me everything‼️' 
 
I’ll never forget how happy I was  when I saw my missus 
walking down the aisle.  My heart was beating fast and the 
excitement was unbearable.  It seemed to take an age but 
eventually there she was,. stood next to me.  I gave her a 
cheeky wink and said.  “Get that trolley over here love, 
they’re doing  3 cases of Stella  for the price of 2”. 
 
 
Whilst watching an Australian cooking show, the audience 
started clapping when the chef made meringue. Odd I 
thought, Australians normally boo meringue.  
 
A travel agent looked up from his desk to see an older lady 
and an older gentleman peering in the shop window at the 
posters showing the glamorous destinations around the 
world: 
The agent had had a good week and the dejected couple 
looking in the window gave him a rare feeling of generosity. 
He called them into his shop and said. "I know that on your 
pension you could never hope to have a holiday, so I am 
sending you off to a fabulous resort at my expense, and I 
won't take no for an answer."  He took them inside and 
asked his secretary to write two flight tickets and book a 
room in a five star hotel. They, as can be expected, gladly 
accepted and were on their way. 
About a month later the little lady came in to his shop. 
"And how did you like your holiday?" He asked eagerly. 
"The flight was exciting and the room was lovely." She said. 
"I've come to thank you, but one thing puzzled me. Who was 
that old guy I had to share the room with?" 

 
A guy asks his neighbour in an apartment building, “Mr 
Trepper, you live directly above me and you have the same 
2-room apartment as I do. How many rolls of wallpaper 
did you buy when you moved in? 
“We got 18 rolls,” answers the neighbor. 
Two months later the guy meets his neighbor again and 
says, “It’s really funny – I put the wallpaper on every-
where and I still had 10 rolls left over.” 
Neighbor smiles, “Yeah, so did we.“  
 
There was a Scottish painter named Smokey MacGregor 
who was very interested in making a penny where he 
could, so he often thinned down his paint to make it go a 
wee bit further. 
As it happened, he got away with this for some time, but 
eventually the local church decided to do a big restoration 
job on the outside of one of their biggest buildings. 
Smokey put in a bid and, because his price was so low, he 
got the job. 
So he set about erecting the scaffolding and setting up the 
planks, and buying the paint and, yes, I am sorry to say, 
thinning it down with turpentine… 
Well, Smokey was up on the scaffolding, painting away, 
the job nearly completed, when suddenly there was a hor-
rendous clap of thunder, the sky opened, and the rain 
poured down washing the thinned paint from all over the 
church and knocking Smokey clear off the scaffold to land 
on the lawn among the gravestones, surrounded by tell-tale 
puddles of the thinned and useless paint. 
Smokey was no fool. He knew this was a judgment from 
the Almighty, so he got down on his knees and cried “Oh 
God, Oh God, forgive me! What should I do?” 
And from the thunder, a mighty voice spoke… 
 

“Repaint! Repaint! And thin no more!”  
 
It’s very annoying that people keep coming round while 
I’m working. 
It’s meant the end of my career as an anaesthetist.  
 
I went to a Japanese restaurant last night and got chatting 
to the waiter. He told me that during the war he was a ka-
mikaze pilot and his codename was chow mein. I said; " 
don't kamikaze pilots sacrifice themselves for their coun-
try?" He replied: "yes but I was a chicken chow mein!!!"  
 
One day Donald Trump was out jogging and accidentally 
fell from a bridge into a very cold river. 
Three boys, playing along the river, saw the accident. 
Without a second thought, they jumped in the water and 
dragged the wet President out of the river. 
After cleaning up he said. "Boys, you saved the President 
of the United States today. You deserve a reward. You 
name it, I'll give it to you." The first boy said. "Please, I'd 
like a ticket to Disneyland!" 
"I'll personally hand it to you." Said Mr. Trump. 
"I'd like a pair of Nike Air Turbos." The second boy said. 
"I'll buy them myself and give them to you." Said the 
grateful defender of the Western Hemisphere. 
"And I'd like a wheelchair with a stereo in it." Said the 
third boy. 
"I'll personally, wait a second, son, you're not handi-
capped!" "No." Replied the third boy. "But I will be when 
my father finds out whom I saved from drowning."  
 
A load of Scottish cows in a field, which one of the herd 
was going on holiday? 
The one with the cold, she had a wee cough. 
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A303 Sparkford to Ilchester 
 

We’re upgrading a three-mile section of the A303 between Sparkford and Ilchester, to make the road safer and 
more reliable. The delivery of this scheme is part of a long term aim to create a high-quality dual carriage way link 
between London and the South East and the South West. 
 

      Start date January-March 2020-21                         End date 2023-24                          Cost £100 to £250 million 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Overview 
 

The A303/A358 corridor is a vital connection between the South West and London and the South East. 
 

While much of the corridor is a dual carriageway, there are still over 35 miles of single carriageway. These sections act 
as congestion bottlenecks, particularly in the summer months and at weekends, causing delays to road users, and they add 
to an increased risk of accidents. 
 

We're proposing to dual a three-mile single carriageway section between Sparkford and Ilchester. On an average day the 
road carries 23,500 vehicles, but numbers increase significantly in the summer, particularly at weekends making journeys 
unreliable and unpredictable. This scheme will reduce congestion, improve journey times and make our network safer for 
customers. 
 

The new dualled section will start east of Podimore Roundabout and will follow the alignment of the existing A303 to 
Downhead. Travelling eastwards, it then moves north of the existing A303 single carriageway, allowing the existing road 
to be kept for use as a local road in this section. 
 

The route then rises up West Camel Hill before crossing over the existing A303 at the junction with Steart Hill/Howell 
Hill. It then takes a southerly alignment before meeting up with the existing road again to pass between Vale Farm and 
the MOD signal station at Eyewell/Traits Land. 
 

Finally, the route bypasses the existing Hazlegrove Roundabout to the north through the Registered Park and Garden as-
sociated with Hazlegrove House, before tying into the existing A303 Sparkford Bypass. 
 

Planning permission update 
 

We have now provided the additional information about our planning application (Development Consent Order) as requested 
by the Secretary of State to the Planning Inspectorate. You can view our response here. The Secretary of State will now have 
until 20 November to consider the additional information and decide whether to give permission for the scheme. 
 

We’re continuing to plan the scheme on the basis that it will gain its DCO. Our team is working hard behind the scenes to 
progress the detailed design where possible, this includes completing ecology, drainage, road and land surveys. 
 

We remain confident that our proposals will tackle a longstanding bottleneck on this section of the A303, reduce journey 
times to the South West and improve traffic flows in that area at peak times and during peak seasons. We hope that the DCO 
will be granted in due course. 
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Introduction from Highways England 

Even though the decision about the scheme has been delayed by the Secretary of State for Transport until November, you 
will be seeing more of us in the coming months 

We are carrying out ecology surveys starting in late July, and towards the end of August we are continuing our ongoing 
ground investigation along the proposed route. You may even see us in the sky as we look at the land from above using a 
drone. 

To find out more, we asked project manager David Bullock to explain: 

So, the first question is why now? 

Many of these surveys, especially wildlife and ecology, need to take place at a particular time of year. For example we need 
to count butterflies in peak season to accurately record numbers. Some work is resuming after we stopped for COVID19 – 
including measuring levels of underground water which is normally done year-round. We also need to make sure the project 
is ready to move on if we get the go-ahead in November. 

What’s going on? 
 
Surveys will be taking place across different locations inside what we call the “red line boundary” – the outer limit of con-
struction along the proposed route. As well as counting butterflies and monitoring ground water levels, our team will be look-
ing at the activity of all sorts of wildlife including bats, barn owls, badgers, otters and water voles. 
These will start towards the end of July – with other work taking place between August and December 2020. Keep a watch 
out on our social media for what’s coming up each week. 

What will this tell you? 
 
Before we start construction, we need the latest information to understand every aspect of the landscape – and what lies be-
neath our feet – soil, rock and water. This is important for two reasons: Knowing exactly where plants, animals and habitats 
are now is vital to make sure we protect them in the future and avoid or reduce our impact on them. This will help us in our 
plans to improve biodiversity in the area. 
We also need to make sure we are well prepared with no surprises when we start building – if we get the green light of 
course. 

We’ve been doing surveys over a number of years. Initially these fed into the design of the scheme that we submitted in our 
DCO application. Now we need more in-depth data – and in some cases at different locations. The companies bidding to 
build the scheme can then make sure their proposals are based on the latest accurate information. 

Will this affect me? 
 
Nearly all the work we’ll be doing is on private property, such as farmland. However, if you’re out walking your dog, you 
may see some of our team wearing high-vis clothing and carrying out surveys, or vans and equipment in fields. 
Any work we do in public areas will look very similar to normal road works, with safety barriers around a small section of a 

pavement or road, with a diversion around it for traffic or pedestrians. 
 

Is there anything else coming up? 
 
From August we will continue with our ground investigation surveys along the proposed route of the scheme. This follows 
work we did last autumn, and includes drilling a series of investigative boreholes and shallow trial pits in different locations. 
These will help us understand the type of soils, rocks and groundwater in more detail. Work will begin in the western end of 
the scheme north of Winterbourne Stoke on private land. 
From September, the contractor will then move to Countess roundabout where there will be some temporary lane closures in 
place to allow us to carry out these surveys safely. 
We are still finalising the details for this work and will provide further information and updates in the coming weeks. 
We’d like to thank the local communities and travelling public for their patience while we carry out work. Page 21 
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Sharing this in case anyone sees 
one......DON'T KILL HER!!! 
This is a bee that is currently present 
in the gardens. Her name is the Violet 
Carpenter (Xylocope) bee. This is the 
biggest bee in Europe (2.5 to 3 cm). 
She doesn't sting (if we don't chase her 
of course). The Xylocope is a so-
called ′′ solitary ′′ bee. But it can live 
in colonies, that is to say, side by side. 
It only produces enough honey to feed 
its young. Black with blue wings... 
she's very beautiful but can be scary, 
her flight is fast and very loud, but 
she's not aggressive and rarely stings. 
She is to be protected because she is 
rare and very useful...some people are 
confusing her with the Asian hornet  

The Violet Carpenter (Xylocope) bee.  
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Garden Compost 
 

Organic Compost Delivered to Kingsdon            
4 x 40 litre bags only £10 - Phone  

Paul Attwell on 07523 739789                                                               
for details and order your compost 

Simon Whatley   Plumbing & Heating 

Glebelands, Bineham Lane, Yeovilton, Yeovil,  Somerset.  BA22 8EZ                           

Tel:  07794 784108 

LOGS FOR SALE 
Well Seasoned  Hardwood Logs  

for Sale    
Free Delivery in Kingsdon 

Contact:  Austin   Tel  07879690941 


