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You can be fined £100 for walking a dog with-
out enough poo bags  

 

Someone is allowing their dog to foul on the 
grass verge outside gates on  Mow Barton Road 

Britain is truly a nation of pet lovers but even the most ardent dog 
lover can't fail to grimace when they find they have stepped in an-
other mutt's mess. 

According to the RSPCA, there are more than eight million dogs in 
the UK and that means 1,000 tonnes of the stinky stuff befoul our 
streets every day. 

Most dog owners are responsible and dutifully clean up after their four legged friend hunches down to do his 
business. 'Bag it and bin it' is the sacred rule of dog walkers but not everyone is so diligent in their doggy duties. 

Dog fouling is one of the nation's most common pet peeves and when someone lets their prized pup take a poop 
on your property it really does takes the biscuit.  

But dog poo is no laughing matter. It can cause Toxocara Canis, an infection which can lead to blindness. 

Anyone caught letting their dog foul in a public space can be issued with a fixed penalty notice by the council's 
environmental enforcement officers,  

People who allow dogs to foul are liable to receive a fixed penalty notice of £75, or a conviction in a Magistrates 
Court with a fine of up to £1000. and be and named and shamed in the press. 

SCAM E-mails 

I received an E-mail from TV LICENCING stating that my TV licence would be cancelled as the bank had re-
fused monthly payment. It was obviously a con in which they wanted bank details, because firstly I renew my li-
cence yearly in September, and the first line started "Dear customer" - Having been trained to deal with TV           
licence dodgers, I knew that ALL letters start with your surname. Having checked this out on Google - It appears 
that TV licence scams are very high during this pandemic and several have lost thousands of pounds.  Unfortu-
nately I recently have had to have my debit card renewed, and the letter did look so real with the correct logo 
which made me think for a moment. 
 
Like I said several elderly have been caught out by these scams.  Also there was no sender’s E-mail address. 

A warning to check your receipts when using contactless   

The below incident, as reported to me, was at a local petrol station: 

I got overcharged by £5 yesterday when I done contactless to pay £18.01 and after checking my receipt was 
charged £23.  Then the girl told me she was sorry and pulled out 4 cans of bud from under the counter that she 
had charged me for by accident.  I wonder how many other people who don't check their receipts she has conned.   
Coincidence of the people before me having £18.01 fuel and they forgot their beer.  Get real,  .then she gave me a 
£5 note when I should have had a refund receipt and start again.  

The Somerset Summer Quiz 
The up-dated Summer Quiz (with an extra 10 questions) can be found on the last pages of this Chronicle 



All Saints Church 
 

Priest in Charge:   Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029  (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other occa-
sional services) 
Church Warden:  Mrs Bel Allan  Tel. 01935 840878 
Parochial Church Council: Secretary: Nicholas J. Allan Tel 01935 840878  Treasurer:  Tony Steele-Perkins  01935 840184 
Tower Captain:   Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344 
 

Church Services for April 
  

 

 

                                 

 

 

 

Kingsdon Village Hall 
 

For all information  (except bookings)  contact: -    
David Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. 
Kingsdon TA11 7LL    Tel:01935 841453 
 

For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor 
Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444                                                     
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 
Kingsdon Village Hall 

 
Due to the Coronavirus              

Pandemic  
 

The Village Hall is closed until 
further notice 

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club  
 

The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings  
between 7.30pm and 9.30pm.   If you are interested then please contact 
Martin Singleton on 841162 or just come along. 

Kingsdon Afternoon Club 
 

The Afternoon  Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 3pm 
in the Village Hall.  New members (any age) are always welcome.  For 
information contact Richards South  tel: 840912 

Kingsdon Boules & Croquet Club 
 

Members meet at the Kingsdon Cricket Ground every Thursday be-
tween 2 and 4 pm.  The club welcomes new members or just come 
along to enjoy a taster session followed by tea and cake in the club 
house.  
 

Taster sessions for Boules or Croquet can be arranged on other days / 
evenings to suit. 
 

For more information contact:- 
Nina Carlisle    01935 840933    email ninacarlisle@talktalk.net 
Sally Smith       01935 842094    
Phyl Winsor     01935 840384 

Kingsdon Cricket Club 
 

 

Chairman /  Secretary :   Marilyn Elliott,   4 Manor Close, 
Kingsdon, Somerton,  TA11 7LW    Tel 01935 841444             
Mobile 07990673935.  Email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk    
Team Selection:  Ian Birrell   Watersmeet, Huish Episcopi, 
Langport. TA10 9HE  Tel 01458 259231      07817959709                                                                                                       
Trustees: B. Carlisle, I. Birrell, J. Schofield 
Captain / Treasurer: J. Schofield      

The Kingsdon Chronicle 
 

The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation.  Cheques paya-
ble to ‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’   The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers If you wish me to 
publish an article,  please email your request with the details or send it in writing.  Requesting publication you are agree-
ing your article can be published on the Kingsdon website at:   http://www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/      
Please  ensure I acknowledge receipt.  Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessari-
ly reflect the views of The Kingsdon Chronicle production  team. The editor will assume that all material supplied is original, 
or from copyright free sources.  (It is the contributor’s responsibility to gain any necessary permissions and to provide ac-
knowledgments).” Editor:  Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW  Tel 01935 841444,                                 
Mobile 07990673935,                       Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com    www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/ 
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The Kingsdon Jubilee Fund Trustees 
 

    Chairman: Andy Fryer,  Secretary: Martin Gilmore, Treasurer: Tim Taylor,                                                                                                               
Ian Dibben,  Mark Freeman,  Beverley Fulton,  Robert Fulton,  Chris Taylor.                                                  

Kingsdon Knitting Club 
(Knitting for Good Causes) 

 
The Knitters meet on the second Saturday of the month at 
10.30am to midday in the Community Shop.   
 
For information please contact:    Linda Rumbles 01935 
840132 or Babs Conway 01935 841811 



From the Vicarage 
 
One of the prime sources for my monthly letter is the Church Times, however it understand-
ably seems to have focussed rather exclusively on the Coronavirus situation and I wondered 
if we needed something else to think about at this time. So, with some pleasure I discovered 
a small piece of “filler” recently which set me thinking. It was about stories and how useful 
they are to inspire our imaginations and transport us into new places. 
A good story is one which draws us in, allows us to be emotionally involved, perhaps chal-
lenges us, perhaps allows us for a time to be or do something different from our normal. It 
may be a true story or complete fiction but it has to have a sense of logic to be believable so 
that we are not thrown by it. It probably has a beginning a middle and an end so there is a 
sense of journeying or progression, but it does not need to be the full and complete story of 
particular characters. Some of the best stories leave it to us to imagine for ourselves what 
happened next. Not all stories have to be happy ones, but if we spend too much time in-
volved in unhappy ones then we might get rather low. 
In the last few months, we have heard some very impressive real-life stories. Captain now 
Colonel Tom and his sponsored walking in his garden for the NHS. The memories of some of those who witnessed the origi-
nal VE day celebrations and how they spent that day. Some of the lovely “locked in” advertisements which seem to have 
been culled from Youtube and show us ordinary people making the best of what has been happening, and my personal fa-
vourites, how friends and neighbours have rallied round to help many of our self-isolating or shielding folks. 
There are of course many fiction stories available too so that if we are stuck indoors in our own homes we can still travel to 
other places and other times, to attend a dance with Elizabeth Bennet, to gaze on Exmoor with Lorna Doone, and to chat to 
Horatio about poor Yorick and so on. 
One of the best story tellers in my opinion was Jesus himself. He often packaged his teaching in a fictional story which al-
lows the hearer to explore, consider and draw out new ideas and thoughts. The great thing is his stories, which were original-
ly for the time when he walked on the earth, are just as relevant and fresh today and if we give ourselves time to become in-
volved in them, still have much to teach us for life in our day and age. 
With every blessing 
  
Alan Symonds 
  
SERVICES until further notice. 
  
EVERY WEDNESDAY at 10am there will be an Agape meal (a form of Holy Communion). 
EVERY SUNDAY at 10am there will be a Sunday act of worship. 
Access to these services is via Zoom, meeting ID 781 317 8193 passcode 776870 or by calling  0330 606 0403 
from your home telephone and when prompted put in the access code 769 354 followed by the # key. Calls are at 
local landline rates. 
  
From the Registers 

Leo Burt aged 90 funeral at Sedgemoor Crematorium on 21st April. 
  
  
CORONAVIRUS 
The Archbishops and Bishops of the Church of England have agreed a three phase approach to removing the restrictions on 
the use of Churches. The phases are:- 
  
Phase 1 An initial immediate phase allowing very limited access to church buildings for activities such as recording or 
streaming of services or private prayer by an Incumbent or an appointed person in their own parish, so long as the nec-
essary hygiene and physical distancing precautions are taken. 
Phase 2 Subsequently access for some rites and ceremonies when allowed by law, observing appropriate physical dis-
tancing and hygiene precautions. 
Phase 3 Worship services with limited congregations meeting, when Government restrictions are eased to allow this. 
  
At the time of writing, (mid-May) we have just moved into the first phase and so are still at present unable to use the 
Churches for acts of worship or for individuals use for private prayer. 
  
  
God bless 
  
Alan Symonds 
Priest in Charge of Somerton with The Charltons and Kingsdon 
01458 272029 or occasionally 07840 864 377 
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Hare Coursing 
 

Sorry to start off the Kingsdon Environment page with such a disturbing image. 
Illegal and cruel Hare Coursing happening on our doorstep. (Drovers track from Lytes Cary to Charltons, this pic-
ture with our village in the background, just a few days ago) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is the last few moments of a young hare as it was chased, run down and killed by two dogs as the owner 
drove across the farmers field without a care for the hare or the farmer’s field.  
This event has been reported to the police. 
Advice is that under no circumstances should anyone attempt to intervene if they see this happening, no matter 
how much they feel the need to. Gather all the evidence you can with car number plate and any photos and or vid-
eos of the event, then pass on to the police by dialling 101 or we will pass them on, on your behalf.                 
Please report anything of this nature you see.  

Mistletoe 
 

We have been trying to get mistletoe to grow on some of our 
apple trees with little success. We tried again this year and 
this time have kept an eye on some of the seeds that survived 
the Feb wind and rain. This picture is of the seed and the 
green shoot that it has produced that is attempting to sprout 
into the bark of the apple tree.  

Kingsdon’s Wildlife and Environment 

Slow-worms 
 

One of the many events that is going to be happening around us 
is the next generation of slow worms which are often seen un-
der rocks and in the edges of your garden. These legless lizards 
are ovoviviparous, which means they lay eggs internally and 
from June onwards will be starting to give birth, so please let 

Bumble Bees and Badgers??? 
 

Found this scene of devastation along one of our lanes. Looks as though a 
badger?? in the night found a Buff-Tailed bumble bee’s nest and went in for 
the concentrated meal that is packed with grubs and honey, good for a hungry 
beast, not so for the bees.  

With the warm and dry weather, it would be great if you could leave some water out for 
bees, hedgehogs and others to drink from 
 

Love to hear from you and what you have seen email us  kingsdonnature@gmail.com 
Useful web links to explore 

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/AFI%20Guide%20FINAL_0.pdf 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p08f43x7 Page  4 

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/default/files/2020-04/AFI%20Guide%20FINAL_0.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p08f43x7


 

National Trust – An update on reopening our gardens and parklands 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear  Member 

We've been keeping you up to date on our reopening plans and we’re pleased to be able to share more news with you today. 
First though, an update. We’ve now reopened more than 200 coast and countryside car parks in England and lots of you have 
been kind enough to share your news and views about visiting. It’s been so nice to hear from you, so thank you for sharing 
your stories with us and for your patience as we gradually reopen. 

And now some good news. From 3 June we’re able to reopen the first of our gardens and parklands in England and Northern 
Ireland, with more opening over the coming weeks. For now, our houses remain closed and we'll open these as soon as we 
can. To open these gardens and parklands safely, we’ve had to reduce the number of people we can welcome at one time, so 
you'll need to book in advance. New booking timeslots become available on a Friday for visits the following week. 

From tomorrow you’ll be able to find out what’s opening near you and book a visit. Your visit to us may be different from 
usual, because there are a few things we need everyone to do to help us keep places open safely. 

We're working hard to open more places as soon as possible. In Wales, we continue to prepare for government guidance to 
change. 

In the meantime, if you want to know more about how the booking process works and what to expect from your visit, you 
can click the link below. We’re really looking forward to seeing you very soon. 
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Now you can help to keep the Nation’s historic 

naval aircraft flying AND be in with a chance of 

winning £10,000 every single week! 

The Navy Wings Weekly Lottery is an exciting 

new way to support the work of Navy Wings in 

preserving and flying some of the Nation’s most 

important aircraft. 

For every £1 entry we give you a unique 6-digit number. Match three or more numbers in the 

right position and win one of our great cash prizes between £5 and £1,000. If you match all six 

numbers, you’ll win an incredible £10,000! Entering is easy and with a draw every week, you’ll 

have plenty of chances to win. 

Find out more about the Navy Wings Weekly Lottery at: 

 https://navywings.org.uk/lottery/  
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DEATH in the endless grey expanse of the Atlantic. 
The smudge of black smoke on the horizon is the 
Bismarck. 
 

The silhouette in the foreground is battleship HMS 
Rodney, part of the naval forced massed to destroy 
the German flagship – and avenge the loss of HMS 
Hood at the hands of Bismarck three days earlier. 
 

It took bravery, skill, determination, and luck to 
reach this showdown in the mid-Atlantic. Bismarck 
was on course to evade her pursuers and reach the 
safety of port in occupied France. 
 

That was until a strike by Swordfish torpedo bomb-
ers from HMS Ark Royal late on May 26 – the last 
hope of slowing or halting the Germans. One torpe-
do struck Bismarck’s rudder and jammed it. Despite 
all the crew’s efforts, the ship was out of control, 
reporting to Berlin: “Ship unmanoeuvrable. We will 
fight to the last shell. Long live the Führer.” 
 

Two battleships – King George V and Rodney – and 
three cruisers led the charge to finish off the wound-
ed beast. 

The final battle, which began shortly 
before 9am, lasted just under two hours, 
although Bismarck’s guns were all out 
of action inside the first 30 minutes of 
the encounter. 
Wrecked and aflame from bow to stern, 
Bismarck eventually succumbed to a 
series of scuttling charges and torpedoes 
fired by HMS Dorsetshire. 
 

Of 2,200 crew, perhaps 800 took to the 
water. Just 111 were rescued following a 
suspected U-boat sighting. 
 

In Parliament, Winston Churchill stood 
up to address fellow MPs: 
“I have received news that the Bismarck 
is sunk,” he told them, adding in his 
memoirs: “They seemed content.” 

Page 7 



Navy Wings 
 

Today's story is from Swordfish pilot Lt Cdr Glenn Allison who shares his story of meeting Lt Cdr Jock Moffat. 
'Lt Cdr John ‘Jock’ Moffat, of the Fleet Air Arm, widely credited as being the Swordfish Pilot whose torpedo crip-
pled the German battleship Bismarck, had visited RNHF on a few occasions and I met him briefly in 2006. This 
was around the time I was undergoing my Chipmunk refresher course, prior to my first Swordfish flight, which 

unfortunately due to wing corrosion, 
wasn’t until November 2010. Having 
already met Jock, I subsequently in-
vited him to the Wardroom on Taran-
to Night on HMS Ark Royal on a 
couple of occasions in 2007/8, when I 
was ‘Lt Cdr (Flying)’, he having 
flown from the third HMS Ark Roy-
al, prior to her sinking by a U-Boat in 
1941. 
 
Getting him onboard in Portsmouth 
in 2007, was courtesy of a Heron 
Flight Jetstream from Edinburgh to 
Yeovilton, where he then had a per-
sonal taxi to the Ship with John Beat-
tie, General Manager of RNHF at the 
time. Jock’s letter confirming the ar-
rangements is attached for interest. 
The second time he came onboard 
was alongside in Glen Mallen, Scot-

land, while the ship was carrying out exercises, we sent the Captain's Jaguar to pick him up, which he loved. 
 
He was a lovely man and he thrived on being onboard the Ark for these 
occasions and as a proud Scotsman, always wore his tartan ‘Trews’! On 
each occasion he had us all in awe, as he modestly described the attack on 
the Bismarck in great detail, with plenty of black humour. He had a great 
memory and I remember once he described how he was rescued from his 
Swordfish by a farmers’ daughter, after a forced landing in the Highlands 
of Scotland. He was a bit beaten up and the undercarriage had been ripped 
off, but she took him up to the farmhouse and gave him a whiskey or two. 
By the end of the evening he was sat in the Wardroom with a glass of 

whiskey, 
holding court, 
and always 
one of the last 
to leave. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After leaving HMS Ark Royal we kept in touch, and 
when I displayed the Swordfish in 2012 at East For-
tune in Edinburgh, (picture attached with HMS Gan-
nett Sea King), he came along to see us after the event 
at RAF Leuchars. The attached photos are of him 
having a reflective moment with LS326, this was un-
fortunately the last time he saw the Swordfish, as he 
sadly passed away in 2016. It was a pleasure to have 
known him and many of the other veterans I’ve met 
along the way, during my time with the Royal Navy 
Historic Flight'. 
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https://www.facebook.com/NavyWingsUK/?__tn__=kCH-R&eid=ARC6ENENsQmhd-kyVYtfhfYH8R_PvQA64FqMh5McK12Di2KagJqui5mmbhe6hzfNk-zZeTtxiIBr3oV5&hc_ref=ARQo1fsR3D5WJs9WpiaZ33XHRXmv8_HFKLcOQWAubYpQ_2THbmFRSuX7gOBORjZ6Huo&fref=nf&__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARCKIG8lY8bICMb-BNLeot


We continue to share stories from Fleet Air Arm legends, today we have a story from 

Lt. Cmdr. John Beattie 

 

SWORDFISH DEAD STICK LANDING 
 
 
In May of 1991 I was the CO of both Heron Flight (Jetstream T3) and RN Historic Flight (Chipmunks WK574 and 
WK635, Firefly WB271, Seahawk WV908 and Swordfish LS326).  
 
We had been tasked to attend a Wings Parade on 24 May at RNAS Culdrose with the Swordfish, but the usual pilot 
was busy with his day job, so I took it down with the Flight SMR, CPO Al Morton and AEM Turner in the back.  
 
The weather was good and the parade its normal excellent affair and I came on and displayed after the Navy’s new-
est batch of qualified pilots had been awarded their Wings.   Always good to support the young pilots joining the 
World’s finest flying team. I then flew back to Yeovilton at the ‘Fish’s sedate pace, thoroughly enjoying the view 
and appreciating the qualities of the aeroplane, it really did fly well once 
trimmed out and in balance, purring along at about 100 knots. You can almost 
start a relationship with the folk you fly over, the aeroplane is big but totally in-
offensive and waving to the public almost obligatory.  
 
On landing Al stated that he didn’t think the rocker gear on No2 cylinder was 
moving. I hadn’t noticed anything wrong in flight, either power loss or extra vi-
bration, so I guess it must have occurred after landing or my sensitivity level 
was at a low ebb. When we’d shut down and clambered out a feel of the cylin-
ders confirmed that 8 were pretty warm and No 2 was cold. A pull through of 
the propeller confirmed his findings and subsequent investigation showed that 
the three studs holding the rocker post to the cylinder head had sheared. The 
powers that be considered the matter and decided that we needed high tensile 
steel studs to replace those that were in situ, so all cylinders were removed and 
sent to Fleetlands, who did the job fairly quickly and we soon had the cylinders 
back. I should point out that on the Pegasus the cylinder heads are screwed onto 
the Cylinder barrel and a containment ring shrunk on to keep the two firmly to-
gether. Attempting to remover the head later usually destroys the thread, so once 
flown we don’t do that. The cylinders were then mated to the crankcase again and each cylinders 8 base nuts torque 
loaded to 20 ft/lbs.  
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The engine was soon inspected, signed up and ready for test flight. Again I was the only chap handy (and very 
pleased to be too) so did the test flight on 14 June. The mission was to put about an hour’s flying on the engine to 
bed in the cylinders prior to check torqueing the nuts again and presenting the aircraft fit to display. I had Al Mor-
ton in the back again, always good to have one of the maintenance team with you, a) to witness that whatever you 
thought was wrong really was wrong, and b) to aid the pilot’s confidence that they’d done the best possible job! 
(that was very tongue in cheek). These were the days when we were allowed to use common sense and Health & 
Safety was a thing of the future. We took off and cleared down to the South and then East a little at 2,000 ft or so, 
once again in beautiful weather. After about 30 minutes there was a muffled sort of bang, the engine began run-
ning a little roughly and oil poured out of the Starboard side of the engine cowling, over the pair of us. I throttled 
back, not having the slightest idea what had occurred, made sure both mags were on (they were), we were feeding 
from the main tank (we were), ensuring the primer was locked home (it was) and wondering what to look at next, 
there not being too many knobs and levers to clutter up the cockpit and potentially confuse the pilot! Gauge read-
ings seemed to be all correct. Carefully moving the throttle I found what seemed to be the best setting and started 
a gentle climb at about 75 knots, having initially lost about 500 ft whilst checking the cockpit. Henstridge (HMS 
Dipper in a previous life, satellite to Yeovilton) was the nearest place to land so I headed off there, putting out a 
pan call whilst all the time ensuring I knew where the best field to make a forced landing was. Henstridge soon 
appeared under the aircraft and I started a spiral letdown in the overhead, gently reducing power. At about 500 ft I 
closed the throttle and the engine promptly stopped and LS326 became a glider, and may I say a very good one. 
Positioning for the one remaining runway (there had been 4 in its heyday) was pretty easy and touchdown perfect-
ly gentle in the serene quiet. I didn’t use the brakes but let it roll to a stop on its own, sat covered in oil and very 
relieved that I hadn’t had to try and get into a farm field, or for that matter screwed up the ‘deadstick’ landing.  
 
 
Not long after Tony Young, the airfield owner at the time, walked over beaming and shouted up to me “Do you 
know where you are?”, I replied that of course I did to which he shouted “No, do you REALLY know where you 
are?”. I wasn’t sure what he was getting at and clambered down to ground level where he pointed out that I had 
stopped on the square of concrete set on the otherwise tarmac runway,….”you’re right on the dummy deck!”. In 
years gone by an arrester system had been rigged at Henstridge to gently introduce Seafire pilots to deck landing, 
but of course the gear had all gone and only the concrete base remained. Tony then marched me into his some-
what cluttered office and proceed to rifle through tons of drawings, manuals, photographs, books etc whilst I got 
on the phone and assured Yeovilton that all was well. I also phoned the flight to organise a MARTSU lift home 
and placate my wife, who was waiting for me in the flight office and would have heard the klaxon. By that time 
Tony had unearthed a 1940’s photograph of the airfield in its heyday, complete with arrester wires across the run-
way. The aircraft was recovered the following day on a ‘Queen Mary’ and the cause of the failure investigated. Al 
and I had seen that one cylinder had lifted about an inch from the crankcase, having no securing nuts left on. It 
was obvious that 5 of the 8 nuts had come off and the other three had fractured studs. After some excellent high 
level staff work Rolls Royce were approached and agreed to rebuild three engines for the flight over a period of 
time. One for LS326, one for W5856, which at the time had just started rebuild at BAe systems Brough and the 
third as a spare (at the time no-one had organised for NF389 to be rebuilt). Pete Dean at Rolls took the engine and 
back torqued the nuts on the remaining cylinders, to find that only a few were anywhere near 20 ft/lbs and some 
as low as 2 or 3 ft/lbs. Further investigation in the flight led to the culprit who had innocently torqued the nuts us-
ing a crows foot spanner, being a small spanner head welded at 90 deg to a long rod so that it could be tightened 
up from the cylinder head area, all of 10 or 12 inches from the nut which is inaccessible in the normal manner. 
The lad, I stress in all innocence, had jammed the spanner head between the nut and the cylinder on a number of 
the nuts and pulled the torque wrench to click at 20 ft/lbs,..job done. He was re-briefed of course but probably left 
the flight before the engine returned and he could have another go! It certainly did return and was as good as new, 
every component being at the original manufacturers specification, gaskets, oil wicks, valves and springs being re-
manufactured to original drawings to satisfy Rolls Royce’s very high standards. They produced the three engines 
over a period of some years but then decided it was too costly to provide more in the difficult economic climate of 
the time, though they did and still do provide direct cash support. Pete was pensioned off and our long term piston 
engine guru and fount of all knowledge Mike Batchelor was also pensioned off by Rolls, both a sad loss. 
 
LS326 did of course fly again with the ‘new’ engine and was joined in May 1993 by W5856 also with a Pete 
Dean engine. At some stage after I left the RN in 1994 BAe had offered to refurbish NF389, a Swordfish Mk3 
(with the later radar aerial between the undercarriage legs). Unfortunately, although they had made a very promis-
ing start to the project, BAe were finding it hard to survive in a very demanding market and they pulled the plug 
when about halfway through. She now lies in storage in many pieces, yet another aircraft refurbishment project 
looking for a fairy godmother, or sizeable legacy in a will?' 
 
We hope you enjoy these stories, please take a look at the work of the charity and help keep these important air-
craft in the skies by becoming a supporter. 
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Dear Richard, Norma and Kingsdon residents, 
 

I hope you are keeping well.  
 

Various people in Olepolos and beyond are keeping us informed about the effect of Covid 19 in Kenya. Below 
are three accounts: 
 

Eric - danger and obstruction for his pump repair team 
School governors - rough justice in the market town and the threat from Tanzania 
Teachers Paul and Rono - teachers struggling to do their job (with a surprising update yesterday)  
 

I hope you will find the accounts interesting. 
 

Best wishes for your good health, 
 

Helen 
 

Eric and Pump repairs 
Eric took the difficult decision to stop the pump repairs soon after the virus hit Kenya because of: 
Concern for the health of his team 
Concerns about taking the virus to remote areas 
Curfew making travel difficult 
Difficulty getting materials from Nairobi which is sealed off 
Price increase for materials 
Heavy handed police  
 

Here is a news report from 16th April about police enforcement of the curfew  
 

https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/africa/coronavirus-kenya-lockdown-curfew-police-brutality-
deaths-a9468391.html 
 

Various regional government officials have pleaded with Eric to reinstate the repairs, clean water being essential 
for fighting the virus. They promised help with transportation from Nairobi to the regions but it has not happened. 
Two weeks ago Eric's team went back to scaled down pump repairs. 
 

School Governors 
Richard Tajeu is a Maasai Warrior and one of our school governors. Many of you have met him in the UK Richard, 
like many of the Olepolos people depend on Kiserian, the local market town, but Kiserian is now sealed off but our 
school governors still need to access Kiserian to go to the bank to pay our staff and meet legal requirements such as 
paying school tax. Richard says that anyone entering Kiserian will be fined or jailed. He reports that Kenyan courts 
are all closed so police are issuing huge fines which can't be challenged and now the only way to get into Kiserian 
is to give police on the road a small bribe or walk across the bush. Daniel Sasine another of our school governors is 
Head Teacher of Magadi School on the border of Tanzania. Daniel reports 600 positive cases of Covid 19 from 
29,000 tests and 28 deaths to date in Kenya. Tanzania poses a great threat to Kenya because, according to Daniel it 
has ignored health precautions. Olepolos is in Kajiado County which shares a porous border with Tanzania, porous 
because the Kenyan and Tanzanian Maasai are one tribe and therefore do not recognise the border. Kajiado has re-
ported a few positive cases in people travelling from Tanzania.   
 

Tearchers Paul and Rono - May report on how Corona has affected Olepolos and its surrounding 7/5/2020  
 

Corona state in Kenya 
It’s now about 53 days since the first case of Corona virus was reported in Kenya.The situation has been degenerat-
ing especially this month which has recorded at least 186 cases this week.   
 

Olepolos Community 
The Olepolos community has not recorded any case of Covid 19 though Kajiado was the first county to record 
Covid 19 cases in Kenya. Lifestyle of the majority of masses in Olepolos has drastically changed from the onset of 
Covid 19. Kiserian is considered to be part of the Nairobi metropolitan area, therefore it was subjected to the re-
strictions movement enforced by the government.The restrictions took effect from the 7th of April for 21 days. 
 

After the 21 days the government extended the restrictions for another 21 days. This has totally paralysed the daily 
life of Olepolos residents. 90% of Olepolos community rely on the Kiserian market for their food stuff and business 
endeavours like selling goats, sheep and cows. In a nutshell the socio-economic lifestyle of the Olepolos communi-
ty has negatively been affected. This is because no one is allowed to enter into Kiserian unless you are an essential 
worker, seriously sick or an expectant mother.  Majority of the people in Olepolos are still ignorant of the fact that 
Corona is with us. Most people still walk without adhering to health regulations on curbing the pandemic. Three 
days ago the government through the National Police Service intervened to enforce the law by ensuring nobody 
walks in public places without wearing a mask. “The government is adding salt to an injury. We are jobless, no 
food, no relief food from the government, no supply of masks, police brutality, no covid 19 sensitization. Kweli 
tutaisha!! (We shall all perish)” one hopeless resident retorted. Page 11 

https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.independent.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworld%2Fafrica%2Fcoronavirus-kenya-lockdown-curfew-police-brutality-deaths-a9468391.html&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ca5b7aa2660ac4b9d690a08d802f84f26%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435
https://nam05.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.independent.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fworld%2Fafrica%2Fcoronavirus-kenya-lockdown-curfew-police-brutality-deaths-a9468391.html&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ca5b7aa2660ac4b9d690a08d802f84f26%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435


Education in Olepolos has only been left to the well endowed. They have hired teachers to coach their children 

while at home. Most of them have even paid to access virtual learning. This has greatly disadvantaged pupils from 

poor backgrounds which are the majority in Olepolos community. Most pupils therefore spend their time herding 

animals and other domestic chores. 

Most people in the Olepolos community are psychologically affected by the current situation imposed by the Coro-

navirus. Dependency has risen.Leading to pressure on the scanty resources. This has also fuelled to some degree 

domestic squabbles among families. This if not addressed especially by the government by providing essential ser-

vices to its citizens may lead to family disintegration. Generally it’s currently business unusual in Olepolos commu-

nity. 

School 

The Covid 19 pandemic has not spared our esteemed pupils since they too reside in Olepolos community.Their 

thirst for education has been enormously disrupted by the virus especially the exam candidates. The exams will 

continue as usual this year. 

All our candidates cannot access virtual learning. This has been of a great concern from the teachers. Since our ini-

tial arrangement of pupils collecting assignments from school failed, we therefore, with the leadership of our 

headteacher, came up with another idea of assisting our candidates. We divided our candidates into four groups 

basing on their proximity to each other. 

Tr Risper, Edgar, Rono and Paul volunteered to chip in and assist in going round to check on their academic pro-

gress, give assignments and do some little coaching. 

During our sessions we strictly adhere to government directives in curbing the pandemic like observing social dis-

tancing and sanitizing. 

The program commenced on 4th May. It has received positive gesture from both parents,guardians and pupils. 

This program though has some constraints on teachers: Heavy downpours, muddy roads, walking for long distanc-

es, walking alone through bushes and thickets, going without food for long hours and stigmatisation of corona. 

Personal Concerns 

How far will the corona pandemic last. 

Disconnection between us and our families back at home. 

Our job security now that we are not delivering actual learning in school. 

The future of our families in case our services are compromised at Osiligi.  

 

Update: the Kenyan government has stated that schools will reopen on 2nd June. No further information on 

the implications or practicalities is available yet. 
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Cllr. Susan J. Mackay 
Cottage Barn, Top Street,  

Kingsdon TA117JU 
Tel: 01935  840023 

sjmackay@kingsdon.net  

Member of Parliament for 
Somerton & Frome 
David Warburton 

Unit G9, Woodside Court,                             
Dairy House Yard, Sparkford, BA22 7LH 

Tel: 01373 580500 
Email: david@warburton.org.uk 

Cllr. David Beswick  
Chairman 

Arnor, Top Street, Kingsdon TA11 7JU 
Email:  davidbeswick44@gmail.com  

Tel: 01935 840795     

(Environment, allotments, trees and church 
link 

Kate Hatt  
Kingsdon Parish Council Clerk                    

Bluebell House, Mow Barton Road,   
Kingsdon.. TA11 7DX    Tel: 01935 841275   

Email kingsdonclerk@gmail.com.  

Cllr. Brian Paine  
Vice-Chairman 

Westgate, Top Street, Kingsdon TA11 7JU                    
Email: b.paine253@btinternet.com                          

Tel: 01935 842058    
(Former school field parish council link ) 

Cllr. Phillip Waters                                       
The Old Bakery, Chapel Hill, Kingsdon TA11 7LN 

phillipwaters@hotmail.co.uk                                       
Tel: 07815898065 

(Trees,) 

Cllr. Ian Dibben 
27 Kingsdon  TA11 7LF 

 Email:  iandibbs@btinternet.com              
Tel: 01935 840726  Mobile 07840 364348  

(Village hall Link, Footpaths, Website and           

Environment    ) 

Cllr. Guy Osborne 
Delimara, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon TA11 7LL                               

Email: guyosbornekpc@gmail.com  
Tel: 01935 841137           07951067872 

(Highways, verges and footpaths)  

Cllr. Alec Anderson 
Low Barn, Lower Road, Kingsdon, TA11 7DY 

Email: alecanderson50@yahoo.co.uk  
Tel: 01935 840528   Mobile  07733 100702  

Play equipment and field 

County Councillor   
Dean Ruddle 

Freshfields, Cartway Lane,                                   
Somerton, Somerset,  TA11 6JH  

Tel: 07976 556054                                
Email: ddruddle@somerset.gov.uk  

South Somerset District Councillor 
Northstone, Ivelchester & St Michael's Ward 

Tony Capozzoli  
5 Church Street,   Ilchester,  YEOVIL,        
BA22 8LW.  Phone:  01935 840011.                             

Email: tony.capozzoli@southsomerset.gov.uk 

South Somerset District Councillor 
Northstone, Ivelchester & St Michael's Ward 

Charlie Hull 
Footsteps, High Street,                            

Charlton Adam, Somerton. 
07979 917882                                                   

charliehull 2015@ gmail.com  

South Somerset District Councillor 
Northstone, Ivelchester & St Michael's Ward 

Paul Rowsell 
The Halfway House Inn, Country Lodge, 

Chilthorn Domer, Yeovil   
01935 840350  

Keith Tridgell 
Kingsdon Parish Council Responsible Financial Officer  

Hill View School Road Kingsdon TA11 7EW 
Keith.tridgell@kingsdon.org  Tel 07899 790713 
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     June     2020    Collection Dates  

Black Wheelie Bins  Tuesday  9th  &  23rd June 

Kerbside Collection Tuesdays 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd, 30th June 

Green Bins  Fridays  -  12th & 26th June 
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THE FETE 
By Peter Crowter 

 
If you live in a village then you know ‘twill be your fate, 

At some time you will get roped in to help at the church fete. 
Cause every village has one, ‘tis money for the church, 

And they will not expect that you will leave them in the lurch. 
 

‘Twas in The Cottage garden where Kingsdon held it’s do, 
And there was a certain stall and lots of ladies knew, 

There were bargains to be had if they could get there first  
And all their tactics for success were really well rehearsed.  

 
The jumble sale they called it and the ladies had to wait, 

They weren’t allowed to buy until the opening of the fete. 
They’d had a real good rummage through the things that they could reach, 

And waited not too patiently while someone made their speech. 
 

That someone was a VIP and probably a toff, 
And when they’d done the opening the ladies all took off. 

They didn’t queue in order as you might think that they should, 
First come, first served was their intent and each one understood. 

 
The clothes all went this way and that it was a  frantic search, 
Behaviour most unladylike from those who went to church. 

Eventually most ladies got the items they desired, 
But those that missed the bargains thought it should have been umpired. 

 
Us kids went off to look around for ways to spend our dough, 

Coconuts were hard to hit but we would have a go. 
Throwing darts at playing cards and hoopla we would try, 

If any money we had left an ice cream we might buy. 
 

And when our money was all spent we knew one thing was free. 
A swing that we could play on was suspended from a tree. 

As time went on the village folk did slowly disappear’ 
We thought we’d better follow them and come again next year. 

 

Points for Contemplation 

“There are people in the world so hungry, 
 that God cannot appear to them except in the form bread“ 

(Mahatma Gandi) 
 

“You may not always have a comfortable life and you will not always be able to solve all 
the worlds’ problems at once but don’t ever underestimate the importance you can have 
because history has shown us that courage can be contagious and hope can take on a 

life of its own” 
(Michelle Obama) 

 
“Just as there are no atheists in a sinking ship, 
there are no free-marketeers in a pandemic” 

(Jonathan Freedland) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Have you heard of Murphy’s law?”   “Yeah”  ”What is it?” 
“If something can go wrong, it will” 
“Right .  Have you heard of Cole’s Law?” 
“No, what is it?” 
“Thinly sliced cabbage.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Just been deported from Australia. When I arrived there im-
migration asked me if I had a criminal record.   Apparently, 
I didn't know you still needed one was the wrong answer.  
 

Mary had a little lamb, 
Potatoes mint and gravy...  

 
I read that, by law, you have to turn your headlights on if it's 
raining in Sweden. How am I supposed to know if it's rain-
ing in Sweden? I live in Manchester   

Three Premiership League football fans of a losing team 
were drowning their sorrows at a sports bar after the team 
lost yet again. The first fan said, "I blame the coach. If he 
developed better plays, we'd be a great team." 
 

The second fan nodded and replied, "I blame the players. 
They just don't try hard enough." 
 

The third fan thought for a moment and then said, "I blame 
my mom and dad. If I'd been born in Liverpool, I'd be sup-
porting a better team." 
 

Went for a job interview at a chemical factory and was 
asked if I new what nitrate was I replied hopefully…... 
“time and a half.” 
 

A priest and a rabbi are sitting next to each other on an 
aeroplane. 
After a while the priest turns to the rabbi and asks, "Is it 
still a requirement of your faith that you do not eat pork?" 
The rabbi responds, "Yes, that is still one of our beliefs. 
"The priest then asks, "Have you ever eaten pork?”  To 
which the rabbi replies, "Yes, on one occasion I did suc-
cumb to temptation and tasted a ham sandwich."            
The priest nodded in understanding and went on with his 
reading.  A while later, the rabbi spoke up and asked the 
priest, "Father, is it still a requirement of your Church that 
you remain celibate?"  The priest replied, "Yes, that is still 
very much a part of our faith,”  The rabbi then asked him, 
"Father, have you ever fallen to the temptations of the 
flesh?"  The priest replied, "Yes, on one occasion I was 
weak and broke with my faith."                                              
The rabbi nodded understandingly. He was silent for a  
little while..  Finally the rabbi says,                                       
"Beats a ham sandwich, doesn't it?" 
 

There was once a bit of a ruckus at Kingsdon Fete. Some 
lady was attacking a man with a baton. A policeman turned 
up and she attacked him too!! 
Then a crocodile appeared and ate the sausages. 
 

 Waiting in Doncaster to catch speeding drivers, a Police 
Officer sees a car puttering along at 22 MPH. Says to him-
self: "This driver is just as dangerous as a speeder!" So he 
turns on his lights and pulls the driver over. 
Approaching the car, he notices that there are five old la-
dies, two in the front seats and three in the back...wide 
eyed and white as ghosts.   The driver, obviously confused, 
says to him "Officer, I don't understand, I was doing exact-
ly the speed limit! What seems to be the problem?" 
"Ma'am," the officer replies, "you weren't speeding, but 
you should know that driving slower than the speed limit 
can also be a danger to other drivers." 
"Slower than the speed limit? No sir, I was doing the speed 
limit exactly...Twenty-two miles an hour as it says on the 
sign!",  .the old woman says a bit proudly. 
The Police officer, trying to contain a chuckle explains to 
her that A22 is the road number, not the speed limit. 
A bit embarrassed, the woman grins and thanks the officer 
for pointing out her error. 
"But before I let you go, Ma'am, I have to ask...Is everyone 
in this car OK? These women seem awfully shaken, and 
they haven't made a sound this whole time," the officer 
asks.   "Oh, they'll be all right in a minute officer. We've 
just come off the A120." 
 

Aviator: First one wing came off and then the other. 
Listener: What did you do? 
Aviator: I grabbed a drumstick and had a second helping. 

Page 16 



Page 17 

 



 

LOGS FOR SALE 
Well Seasoned  Hardwood Logs  

for Sale    

Free Delivery in Kingsdon 

Contact:  Austin   Tel  07879690941 

Simon Whatley 

Plumbing & Heating 
Glebelands, Bineham Lane, Yeovilton, 

Yeovil,  Somerset.  BA22 8EZ             

Tel:  07794 784108 

Garden Compost 
Organic Compost Delivered to Kingsdon Residents  

4 x 40 litre bags only £10 

Phone Paul Attwell on 07523 739789                                                                 
for more details and order your compost 
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Thinking about selling or letting 

your property? 

Looking for a new home in the 

local area?  Then look no further.  

Kingsdon Resident Gabby Osborne 

is your local property  expert & the 

new Branch Manager at Palmer 

Snell in  Gabby lived in Kingsdon 

for over 20 years & has been an es-

tate agent in the local area for 9 years.            

Who better to sell your property than someone who knows the 

area, knows the market & is passionate about the village.   

Park 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fjurassicfields.com%2Fsponsors%2F&ei=_g7WVKjTA6WJ7Qb9-4GIBA&bvm=bv.85464276,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNGHeVZ_am_jLXzKT2Q_oUe7ETDV7A&ust=1423401079227672


I am delighted to announce that Tony's Fish and Chip Shop will be re-opening on Tuesday 2nd June 2020. 
 
Opening hours are Tuesday to Saturday, 12pm-2pm lunchtimes and 5pm-9:15pm evenings. 
 
We will ask customers to enter the shop via the side door, adhering to the social distancing measures which will be 
clearly marked. Queues will have to form outside along the pavement if necessary. 
 
Our aim is for customers to be served quickly and not have to wait for too long, therefore we are limiting the menu 
for the time being; please see attached. 
 
I would like to thank our valued customers for their patience, and we look forward to serving Tony's Fish and 
Chips once again.  
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The Somerset Summer Quiz 

First Prize:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

110 Picture Clues of : 

 

    Somerset Land Marks,                                                                                     

Somerset Rivers,                                                                                                  

People Born in Somerset,                                                                                               

Somerset National Trust Properties                                                          

Somerset Towns, Villages & Hamlets 

Items found in my House 

 

Use your imagination and remember ‘Say what you See’,  it may ‘sound like’  or 

‘look like’ could be the answer.  

 How does the mind of the devious Quizmaster work? 

Answer Sheets on the last pages  

Please return your answers, either by email or written,  by 28th  September  2020 

to Wally Elliott at 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW   

 

In the event of a tie the winner will be drawn from all with the highest correct 

score.  

 

Printed copies on request to wallyelliott@hotmail.com  Tel: 07990 673935          
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