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Coastal Towns & Landmarks
Quiz Winner

KINGSDON KNITTING CLUB
Our knitting, crocheting etc for Easter was surprisingly a great
success, given that we were all in ‘lockdown’ in the weeks
leading up to Easter, and therefore we could not rely on passing trade to sell our items to raise funds for the Kingsdon Community Shop. Unfortunately we cannot give you an exact figure of the total sales as no record was kept, but an estimated
£90 or more was raised. We could not believe how well these
items went - £40 on woolly chocolate orange sheep, thank you
Nina, add to this the magnificent reeves, and not forgetting the
cuddly bunny, Easter baskets, chickens etc. Thank you to all
our Knitting Club ladies for their wonderful work, and our
thanks to all who supported us by purchasing these and helping
the Village Shop.

Keep safe and well, and don’t forget those Union Jacks for VE
Day on the 8th May.
Linda & Babs

Martin Singleton - Winner of the Coastal Quiz ,
the only person to have 100% correct, with his
1st Prize Bottle of Pinotage Wine .
The Quiz answers are at the back of this
Chronicle

UPDATE from Kingsdon Church PCC.
We are hoping that safety related remedial work will soon start on the tower, and if you see someone abseiling
from the top, it’s not for fund-raising, it’s the specialist work team doing their thing – and its much cheaper than
scaffolding etc.! This will cost about £3000, and hopefully we will be able to recover 50% through a grant
scheme.
With the church sadly locked as per central dictats, the only way any communication is taking place is via ZOOM
services which the Rev Alan conducts every Sunday. They are only 20 minutes long and are well supported. Its
very easy to login via ZOOM, and TS-P can give you the joining codes etc.

Sadly, with no services, one major income stream, collections at services is not possible. We have been thinking
of possible ways for Parishioners to give, but the logistics, and safety aspects, mean that a BACS donation is the
only effective way. Again, please do approach TS-P if you can support this, and remember we can recover an extra 25% through Gift Aid. On the wider financial issues, We are hoping that Kingsdon's Parish Share ( which
goes towards funding the CoE’s running and personnel costs, has gone up by 15% over 2019, and is over £10,000
for 2020) can be decreased, as on yet another depressing projection, without some major change, we will be broke
within 5 years.
On this, at our open meeting, many parishioners expressed interest in a fund raising approach to support this lovely village asset, from a functional rather than religious aspect. It would be great if a small group could be set up to
get this off the ground, even perhaps before life begins to return to normal post COVID. . We will be contacting
you to take this forward, initially under my Chairmanship, but others with ideas and/or past experience, and are
willing/able to help, please contact Tony ( 840184 or tonysp@tiscali.co.uk) .
Keep safe and well,

Tony Steele-Perkins, PCC treasurer

All Saints Church
Priest in Charge: Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029 (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other occasional services)
Church Warden: Mrs Bel Allan Tel. 01935 840878
Parochial Church Council: Secretary: Nicholas J. Allan Tel 01935 840878 Treasurer: Tony Steele-Perkins 01935 840184
Tower Captain: Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344
Church Services for April

Kingsdon Village Hall
For all information (except bookings) contact: David Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd.
Kingsdon TA11 7LL Tel:01935 841453
For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor
Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk

Kingsdon Village Hall
Due to the Coronavirus
Pandemic
The Village Hall is closed until
further notice

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club
The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings
between 7.30pm and 9.30pm. If you are interested then please contact
Martin Singleton on 841162 or just come along.
Kingsdon Afternoon Club
The Afternoon Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 3pm
in the Village Hall. New members (any age) are always welcome. For
information contact Richards South tel: 840912
Kingsdon Boules & Croquet Club
Members meet at the Kingsdon Cricket Ground every Thursday between 2 and 4 pm. The club welcomes new members or just come
along to enjoy a taster session followed by tea and cake in the club
house.
Taster sessions for Boules or Croquet can be arranged on other days /
evenings to suit.
For more information contact:Nina Carlisle 01935 840933 email ninacarlisle@talktalk.net
Sally Smith
01935 842094
Phyl Winsor 01935 840384

The Kingsdon Jubilee Fund Trustees
Chairman: Andy Fryer, Secretary: Martin Gilmore, Treasurer: Tim Taylor,
Ian Dibben, Mark Freeman, Beverley Fulton, Robert Fulton, Chris Taylor.
Kingsdon Cricket Club
Chairman / Secretary : Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close,
Kingsdon, Somerton, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Mobile 07990673935. Email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk
Team Selection: Ian Birrell Watersmeet, Huish Episcopi,
Langport. TA10 9HE Tel 01458 259231 07817959709
Trustees: B. Carlisle, I. Birrell, J. Schofield
Captain / Treasurer: J. Schofield

Kingsdon Knitting Club
(Knitting for Good Causes)
The Knitters meet on the second Saturday of the month at
10.30am to midday in the Community Shop.
For information please contact: Linda Rumbles 01935
840132 or Babs Conway 01935 841811

The Kingsdon Chronicle
The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation. Cheques payable to ‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’ The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers If you wish me to
publish an article, please email your request with the details or send it in writing. Requesting publication you are agreeing your article can be published on the Kingsdon website at: http://www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/
Please ensure I acknowledge receipt. Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views of The Kingsdon Chronicle production team. The editor will assume that all material supplied is original,
or from copyright free sources. (It is the contributor’s responsibility to gain any necessary permissions and to provide acknowledgments).” Editor: Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444,
Mobile 07990673935,
Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/
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Captain James Masters MBE
28th June 1928 ~ 12th April 2020

Many in Kingsdon were saddened to hear the news that former Kingsdon resident Jim Masters had passed
away on 12th April after being infected with the coronavirus
Jim moved from his cottage here in Kingsdon to the Old Vicarage Care Home near Coniston a year ago, to
be close to his daughter, Angela. Before leaving Jim wrote a farewell message to all in Kingsdon.

Dear All
I am being taken up North to see out my final years! It happens to us all eventually, except
moving North!
Kingsdon is a wonderful place to live and I will miss it all.
Thanks for all the happy years - I am sad to be going but that’s life.
I will return from time to time because my darling wife is still here. I want to return to join her
when my time is up.
Best wishes
Jim
Jim had risked his life in the fight against the deadly Ebola Disease in Africa only to fall years later to the
deadly Coronavirus
Jim’s cremation was on 20th April. Once we all get back to normal Jim’s ashes will be interred next to his wife, Joan
in Kingsdon Church yard followed by drinks in the Village Hall.

Somerset County Council, District of South Somerset,
Parish of Kingsdon
Temporary Closure of Lower Road
TAKE NOTICE that in pursuance of Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulations Act 1984, as amended by the Road
Traffic (Temporary Restrictions) Act 1991, the County Council of Somerset propose to make an Order PROHIBITING ALL
TRAFFIC from proceeding along Lower Road from 55m south west of the junction with MowBarton Road, south-westwards
for a distance of 30 metres.
This order will enable Wessex Water to replace a supply pipe relay
The Order becomes effective on 07 May 2020 and will remain in force for eighteen months. The works are expected to start
on 11 May 2020 and last for 5 days.
Please visit www.one.network for further information on the alternative route
For information about the works being carried out please contact Wessex Water on
0345 600 4 600
Patrick Flaherty Chief Executive
Dated: 23 April 2020

Closure of Somerton Road, Long Load
place from 08/06/2020 - 10/06/2020.

-

this work was due on 27th April is now planned to take
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From the Vicarage
In the past there was a great interest in Myers Briggs personality testing and lots of
people had their profile established. The idea was that this enabled us to work more
efficiently by recognising our strengths and weaknesses. I cannot remember most of
it but one element I do remember was whether we are extrovert or introvert. An extrovert is someone who recharges their batteries or gains strength from being in
crowds of people and is drained from too long on their own. An introvert is one who
gains strength or recharges their batteries from being alone and is drained by being in
crowds for too long. Of course, no-one is entirely extroverted or entirely introverted
we all contain a mixture of both, but probably one or other will be predominant.
This leads me to consider how each type will have been coping with our lock down.
Facetiously I wonder if an extreme extrovert’s house would have hand and nose
prints on the windows as they seek to make contact with those outside. A telephone
with all the buttons worn from the number of calls they are making, music blaring from each room, and new projects started in both house and garden as they seek an outlet for their caged energy. An extreme introvert’s house
would be quieter with only the telephone call accept button worn (from all the incoming calls made by the extroverts), with quiet chairs piled high with the books they are reading and a garden in which seats are placed for quiet
repose. The extrovert would be looking for queues to join, even if they do not need anything, whilst the introvert
would probably rather go without than join a queue. If a house contains both an extreme extrovert and an extreme
introvert then my vivid imagination pictures the extrovert chasing the introvert around the house, with the former
needing someone to speak to and the latter seeking a place of quiet.
I am sure that all of these are caricatures without a grain of truth in them but suffice to say this lockdown, assuming it is still continuing when you read this, is changing the way we live our lives. It is giving us time to think and
reflect on our lives, time to establish what is important for us, which for some is a brilliant opportunity but for
others is a struggle.
Keep safe with every blessing
Alan Symonds

Undeterred by COVID-19, the Village shop committee meets electronically!
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KINGSDON COMMUNITY SHOP
Newsletter
April 2020
Easter Draw
Our two lucky Easter Draw winners were Ann Leahy and Ethel Harris.
Many congratulations to them.
COVID 19 Update
Thank you to everyone for your help, co-operation and support with all the changes
that have been necessary due to COVID 19.
The Village Shop is recognised as a valuable resource within our community and
whilst we have seen some difficult times over recent years, it has been heartening to
serve so many of our neighbours and has underpinned the need for the shop’s existence among us. We have welcomed old and new faces and very much hope to continue seeing and serving you all as we journey toward better times ahead.
The daily arrangements have become the new norm and thankfully initial teething problems have settled. Hopefully this new way of operating won’t have to continue for too long.
Some have questioned where to stand when queuing. If no other customer is waiting at the bollards in the car parking area outside the shop, then knock on the shop
door. If someone is already being served, then please return to the car park area and
stand by the first available bollard. It is important not to stand at the end of the
path, along the fence or by the gate, as this blocks the exit/entrance and reduces the
2m safe distancing requirement.
When in the shop, please refrain from standing up at the counter but use the yellow
striped tape on the floor as an indication of where to stand safely. The volunteer
serving will invite you forward to make your payment and then to pack your goods.
Lastly, please be mindful of others and do not come to the shop if you are feeling
unwell. There are volunteers in the village who can deliver your order to you if
necessary.
Operating Times
As a reminder our hours are Mon - Sat
08.00 – 10.00
Telephone orders received on 01935 849503
10.00 – 12.00
Orders collected
Unless it is urgent, please avoid visiting the shop before 10am, as volunteers are often busy receiving and putting
together telephone orders and completing other necessary tasks.
Milk & Bread Orders
These items are predominantly by pre-order only
Milk is delivered on Mon, Weds and Friday
Bread is delivered on Weds, Fri & Sat
If you would like either of these items reserved on any of the above days, as a one off or regular order, please advise the shop.

Shop Customer Base
The shop is in the process of compiling the emails of our customers. This will be to keep you informed of all
news pertaining to the shop. Emails will not be used for any other purpose or be passed on to third parties. If you
would like to be in receipt of Shop News, we need you to opt in by email at kingsdonshop@gmail.com
Stock
Our stock, particularly at the moment, is ever changing, and very dependent on availability. As ‘out of stock’
items become available, we aim to advise you via the shop customer email. We recognise the difficulties of not
being able to physically walk around the shop so pictures of what is on the shelves can be seen on our Facebook
page at https://www.facebook.com/pg/kingsdoncommunitycentre/posts/?ref=page_internal
Or on the shop website at https://www.kingsdon.org/shop/
So please keep a look out for what is new or always feel free to ask.
Or on the shop website at https://www.kingsdon.org/shop/
So please keep a look out for what is new or always feel free to ask.
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COMMUNITY SHOP PLANT SAL
Calling all gardeners in Kingsdon.

We know we have many keen gardeners in Kingsdon
who are finding it difficult to order plants and seeds
just now. But some of us may have surplus stocks
which could be made available to others.
To this end we will be selling tomato and other vegetable / flowering plants and seedlings and would like to encourage you all to
bring any surplus stock you may have to the shop for sale. With time on our
hands, growing and tending plants is a rewarding task which, we are told, is also good for our mental health!

We would ask that any plants be labelled and left just behind the low wall at the front and to the left of the main
school building. These will be priced and placed on the wall for viewing as they become ready.
Plants can be purchased between 10am and 12 pm Monday to Saturday, either when collecting orders or as a stand
-alone purchase. As with other goods, payment by ‘contactless’ only please. Bring the plant(s) to the shop door
but please do not take plants inside the shop, simply let the volunteer cashier know how much you are gifting. We
would ask that you maintain social distancing as usual when viewing plants.
Plants may be donated and purchased from Monday 4th May. All proceeds to Kingsdon Community Shop.

Many thanks in anticipation and happy gardening.
Kingsdon Community Shop Committee
For further information please contact ninacarlisle@talktalk.net 01935 840933

Committee Members
If you have any questions or suggestions etc, please feel free to contact any of the committee members
Martin Singleton Chair
Andy Fryer
Treasurer
Chris Taylor
Secretary
Ann Leahy
Tony Steele Perkins
Beverley Fulton
Nina Carlisle
Julie McClatchey

01935 841162
01935 840341
01935 841402
01935 840502
01935 840184
07774 237910
01935 840933
01935 849373

Polite note to all villagers from the Editor.
We all enjoy our gardens and outdoor spaces in our own way, particularly
during the summer months (and also whilst we are all locked down at the
moment) but where you may find listening to the radio or playing music
enjoyable, please remember and consider that it may not be something that
your neighbour (or neighbours) finds enjoyable. Some people find this an
extremely irritating intrusion into their open space enjoyment, but may
either be too polite to say anything or may not know what to say without
causing offence.
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Kingsdon’s Jim Carver in the Caribbean.

Jim Carver of 203 Wildcat Flight from 815
NAS and 3 Commando Merlin from 845
NAS have left RNAS Yeovilton and embarked in RFA Argus.
We wish Jim a safe and successful tour.

RFA ARGUS
DISPATCHED TO
SUPPORT THE
CARIBBEAN
REGION

RFA Argus is now in the Caribbean in preparation to support the British Overseas Territories during the upcoming hurricane season
and will be able to assist with the response
to the Covid-19 pandemic if required.

RFA Argus’ deployment to the Caribbean had
been scheduled for the hurricane season, but
she will now be able to play a part in ensuring
the UK Government is ready to support the
Overseas Territories during the pandemic..
.

The ship’s commanding officer Captain Terence Barke said: “RFA Argus’ ship’s company, consisting of both
Royal Fleet Auxiliary and Royal Navy personnel, will rise to this challenge. We understand that there are people
in need in the UK Overseas Territories who require our support.”
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Bermuda recce with 203 Flight from 815
NAS. Wildcat embarked RFA Argus here with
the Bermudian Coast Guard.

Both 815 and 845 NAS based at RNAS Yeovilton have completed crucial informationgathering patrols over Bermuda ahead of the
coming hurricane season.
Incredible!
815NAS 203 Wildcat Flight and 845NAS
Commando Merlin crews from RNAS Yeovilton, conducting recces of the Monserrat Volcano Observatory HLS and other landing sites
as part of Royal Navy RFA Argus deployment
for the upcoming hurricane season.

Receiving the Kingsdon Chronicle and Email Messages
I have decided that the Chronicle from now on will not be delivered by hand but sent by email to all whose email
address I have. The exception to this will be those without a computer who will have their copy delivered as
usual. Printed copies will be available at Kingsdon Community Shop once things get back to normal.
If you are on the internet but do not receive messages from me, but would like to do so now, in order to receive
the Chronicle please forward me your request with an email address.
This decision has been made primarily on financial grounds, the production costs have risen over the last few
years and income has fallen due to less people joining the 100 club and I no longer receive those very generous
donations that made a big difference.
There have been few instances over the last weeks when I have failed to use Bcc when sending out email messages, this has been purely accidental on my part. If because of this you would sooner not risk this happening again
please contact me for the removal of your email address from my list.
Thank you
Wally
4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW
Tel: 01935 841444 or 07990 673935
Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com
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Cllr. David Beswick

Chairman
Arnor, Top Street, Kingsdon TA11 7JU
Email: KPC-chair@kingsdon.org
Tel: 01935 840795
(Environment, allotments, trees and church
link

Cllr. Guy Osborne

Delimara, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon TA11 7LL
Email: guyosbornekpc@gmail.com
Tel: 01935 841137
07951067872

Cllr. Brian Paine

Kate Hatt

Kingsdon Parish Council Clerk
Bluebell House, Mow Barton Road,
Kingsdon.. TA11 7DX Tel: 01935 841275
Email kingsdonclerk@gmail.com.

Keith Tridgell

Vice-Chairman
Westgate, Top Street, Kingsdon TA11 7JU
Email: b.paine253@btinternet.com
Tel: 01935 842058
(Former school field parish council link )

Cllr. Ian Dibben

Kingsdon Parish Council Responsible Financial Officer
Hill View School Road Kingsdon TA11 7EW
Keith.tridgell@kingsdon.org Tel 07899 790713

27 Kingsdon TA11 7LF
Email: iandibbs@btinternet.com

Tel: 01935 840726 Mobile 07840 364348
(Village hall Link, Footpaths, Website and
Environment )

(Highways, verges and footpaths)

Cllr. Susan J. Mackay
Cllr. Phillip Waters

The Old Bakery, Chapel Hill, Kingsdon TA11 7LN
phillipwaters@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 07815898065

Cottage Barn, Top Street,
Kingsdon TA117JU
Tel: 01935 840023
sjmackay@kingsdon.net

(Trees,)

South Somerset District Councillor
Northstone, Ivelchester & St Michael's Ward

Tony Capozzoli

5 Church Street, Ilchester, YEOVIL,
BA22 8LW. Phone: 01935 840011.
Email: tony.capozzoli@southsomerset.gov.uk

South Somerset District Councillor
Northstone, Ivelchester & St Michael's Ward

Charlie Hull

Footsteps, High Street,
Charlton Adam, Somerton.
07979 917882
charliehull 2015@ gmail.com

Member of Parliament for
Somerton & Frome
David Warburton

Unit G9, Woodside Court,
Dairy House Yard, Sparkford, BA22 7LH
Tel: 01373 580500
Email: david@warburton.org.uk

Cllr. Alec Anderson

Low Barn, Lower Road, Kingsdon, TA11 7DY
Email: alecanderson50@yahoo.co.uk
Tel: 01935 840528 Mobile 07733 100702
Play equipment and field

County Councillor
Dean Ruddle

Freshfields, Cartway Lane,
Somerton, Somerset, TA11 6JH
Tel: 07976 556054
Email: ddruddle@somerset.gov.uk

South Somerset District Councillor
Northstone, Ivelchester & St Michael's Ward
Paul Rowsell
The Halfway House Inn, Country Lodge,
Chilthorn Domer, Yeovil
01935 840350

Page 9

Draft MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
THURSDAY 12th March 2020 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm
Parishioner comment time: None
Present: Mr David Beswick (Chairman), Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mr I Dibben, Mr A. Anderson and Mrs
S Mackay (Parish Councillors); Mrs Kate Hatt (Parish Clerk); plus 12 parishioners; also Mr D. Ruddle (County
Councillor); Charlie Hull (District Councillor).
1. Apologies: Mr G. Osborne, Mr P. Waters, Mr K. Tridgel (RFO), and T. Capozzoli (District councillor).
2. Declarations of Interest: None other than those already declared.
3. Minutes: Minutes of Parish Council meeting held on the 13thFebruary 2020, which had been previously circulated, were proposed by B.Paine and seconded by I.Dibben, and unanimously approved and signed.
4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items:
G.Osborne unable to comment tonight, looking into sign on Henley Road further.
P.Waters – tree surgeon coming to look at it Poplar tree.
D.Beswick – did put something in chronicle about allotments, but no response at all.
5. Chairman’s Report: We have not been notified anything yet about the Kingsdon Estate Application, potentially it will be the 8th April.
6. CorrespondenceL None
7.1 and 7.2 Finance- report and cheque signing.
KPC Account

Opening balance as at 01.02.2020
Net Cheque /Standing Order Balance
Payments/Transfer In
Transfer Out
Closing Balance as at 29.02.2020
Uncleared Items- Chq 100597 KVH £80.96
True Balance as at 29.02.2020

£1,050.46
£1,007.75
£2,000.00
£0.00
£2,042.71
£80.96
£1,961.75

Savings Account

Opening balance as at 01.02.2020
Net Cheque Balance
Interest Transfer In
Transfer Out - Trnfr to Current a/c 25.02.2020
Closing Balance as at 29.02.2020

£26,294.89
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£2,000.00
£24,294.89

Asset Savings Account

Opening balance as at 01.02.2020
Transfer In Interest
Transfer Out
Closing Balance as at 29.02.2020

£17,543.12
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£17,543.12

Clerk Services Standing Order of £100pm June 2019 until further notice and
RFO Services Standing Order Oct 2019 to Mar 2020

KPCM 11/4/19(Clerk)
and 12/09/19(RFO)

Kate Hatt - Clerk services
K Tridgell - RFO Services
Greenslade Taylor Hunt - 25.02.2020Half year rent -Field & Allotments

£100.00
£100.00
£240.00

Ian Dibben refund for paying 123-Reg £206.24, OvertLocke £23.80, Geoxphere
Mapping £60.00
Edge IT Systems Ltd - RFO year-end training

£290.04
£108.00

chq 100603

M.Singleton – lightbulb for phonebox
TOTAL ANTICIPATED EXPENDITURE - Up to 04.03.2020
Amount approval (less pre approved clerk & RFO)

£4.10
£842.14

Chq 100605

Standing order
Standing Order
Chq 100602
Chq 100604

£638.04

A timeline of things to be completed so we stay legal was circulated to councillors. These payments and the bank
reconciliations were proposed by B.Paine, seconded by S.Mackay, all in favour.
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8. Village Plan
We have had a total of 4 responses (totalling over 100 comments) by the deadline. S.Mackay is working on the
responses. She is collating the separate comments, onto a spreadsheet which councillors will then look at and
comment. All comments will be looked at and responded to. There were some excellent comments and many will
be incorporated into the village plan
9. Chronicle
The February issue of the Chronicle marked the 150th edition of this vital village publication and I would like to
take this opportunity to thank Wally on behalf of the council and indeed the whole village, for his outstanding efforts over the last 12 years or so. The Chronicle has become the main source of information within the village as
well as providing some interesting and entertaining articles and it is difficult to see how we could manage without
it in the future. Many thanks Wally and to all the people who help in its distribution.
B.Paine commented that it has been an invaluable source of information and things would not be the same without
it.
10. Footpaths
I.Dibben discovered that Mill Lane is not a footpath, bridle way or anything. It is private land. The bridle way association received an application for it to be a Bridle way quite a while ago. It is currently 108 on their list and
they get through about 10 a year! I.Dibben has tracked down the landowner; he wants to contact them to see if
they will support it being adopted, which could speed up the process. The council gave permission for him to do
this.
11. No parking signs on Frog Lane
The no parking signs have been put up on Frog Lane, the cones can now be taken down. If anyone feels the
amount of signs are over the top please let I.Dibben know.
12. Date of next meeting
9th April 2020.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.53pm

Please note change of Email Address for David Beswick’s Parish Council business is:KPC-chair@kingsdon.org.

Covid 19 Lock-Down
On behalf of all parishioners the Parish Council would like to express our grateful appreciation to the village shop
committee and all the volunteers, for maintaining and operating our village shop throughout this difficult “lockdown” period. Without their dedication and tremendous commitment, many would have experienced difficulties in
the continuity of essential supplies.
Likewise Wally Elliott, acting as a village communications hub whilst self-isolating, has been a boon to many, circulating useful information and messages about the needs or sources of help available both within the village and
the wider community.
We now know the “lock-down” will continue for further weeks and whilst we are fortunate in so many respects
here in Kingsdon, not least for our community spirit and camaraderie, our thanks go out to the myriad people
maintaining essential medical and other critical services that enable us to cope through this pandemic
David Beswick
Chairman Kingsdon Parish Council

Kingsdon’s support for the Virtual Grand National
Thanks to the support & generosity of the village for the Virtual Grand National I have donated a total £250 to the
NHS Charities Together.
Thanks,
Isobel
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South Somerset District Council
It is understood that bonfires can be a quick and easy way of getting rid of garden rubbish. However during the
current Covid 19 crisis we are asking that you do not have any bonfires. While we are largely confined to our
properties we are likely to suffer higher levels of nuisance from activities such as bonfires so it is important that
we all take responsibility to ensure that such nuisances do not happen.
Please be aware that people suffering from respiratory conditions including Covid 19 will be adversely affected
by smoke. It could make their symptoms far worse meaning that they need to be hospitalised putting further
strain on the NHS.
Alternatives
• Most garden waste can be composted into a useful soil conditioner, saving you the cost of buying commercial
products.
• Store the garden waste, turning it regularly. This will enable the waste to dry so that it can be transported to
your nearest Household Waste Recycling Centre when restrictions are lifted.
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MY DIAMOND ANNE
By Peter Crowter

I met the girl who stole my heart in nineteen fifty-eight,
Of course I didn’t realise then she’d be my lifelong mate.
T’was at a dance at Sparkford Inn run by the YFC,
And seated on a table wearing skirt above her knee,
Anne swung a pair of shapely legs and really caught my eye,
Well dare I ask her for a dance I think I’ll have a try.
Not only did I have a dance I asked her for a date,
When she said ‘Yes, next Saturday’ well, I could hardly wait.
She lived in Shepton Mallet to the cinema we went,
I do not know what film it was on it I was not bent.
The girl sitting beside me just monopolised my mind,
And all the stars upon the screen Anne easily outshined.
I very soon was well aware this girl had seized my heart,
My home was then in Yeovil we were twenty miles apart.
But twenty miles is nothing when a man his love has found,
It was at least three times a week that I was Shepton bound.
My transport was a motor bike Anne bought herself a car,
And courting in the Rover was much cosier by far.
Well after two years courting we decided to get wed,
Backs of cars and sofas, it was time we shared a bed.
We didn’t have a place to live and then we had some luck,
We could have a cottage if I drove a cattle truck.
A driver had left Cary and so I could have his job,
And we could have the cottage that was next to Daphe and Bob.
The cottage had just one cold tap the toilet was outside,
But we thought it was heaven did myself and my new bride.
We had a Burco boiler and the bath was made of tin,
The kitchen was our bathroom when the tub we carried in.
Anne had a shop in Shepton and she drove there every day,
Because she was a hairdresser which I forgot to say.
A happy start to married life those many years ago,
We looked down from our cottage to the Cary just below
And just outside our garden gate the glow worms used to glow.
It’s difficult to comprehend ’twas sixty years ago,
Our Diamond Anniversary was just the other day,
Celebrations are on hold, till when we cannot say.

May

2020 Collection Dates

Black Wheelie Bins

Tuesday 12th & \Wednesday 27th May

Kerbside Collection

Tuesdays 5th, 12th, 19th and Wednesday 27th May

Green Bins

Fridays - Suspended UFN
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The Kingsdon Plague Letters - A Story for Our Times.
It feels as if we live in extraordinary times but pandemics and plagues were once commonplace, carving a deadly
swathe through the population and influencing the course of history for those who remained.
At school we probably learned about the pandemics most devastating to Europe’s population; the Black Death
(1347/8), the Great Plague (1665) and Spanish Influenza (1918) but for most of our past infectious diseases came
and went annually. Sometimes they were indiscriminately destructive; other times they took the weak, the old and
the young. Regardless they were an ever present threat respecting neither status or situation.
The Coronavirus emergency has reminded me of a remarkable find made in Kingsdon that give a glimpse of the
effects of a London plague on the lives of a local couple; Francis Crich and Mary Hurde. In the 1990s some fragments of ancient paper were found tucked behind the skirting board in Park Farmhouse. To the builder who found
them they appeared to be written in a foreign language and might well have been discarded. However, they proved
to be a remarkable survival of national importance to scholars interested in Tudor and Stuart times. They date
from 1592, late in Elizabeth l’s reign, and have come to be known as the Kingsdon Plague letters.

The farmhouse in Kingsdon where
The Plague Letters were found and
Mary Hurde lived
Kind permission of the owner

To set the letters in their 16th Century context this was just four years after the defeat of the Spanish Armada when
the foundations of London’s future as a global trading capital were being laid and the New World was being
opened up by the great Devon explorers: Raleigh, Drake, Grenville and Gilbert. The greatest threats to England at
the time were invasion from Catholic Europe (the Armada was not last invasion to be planned by England’s enemies) the uncertainty of who would succeed the ageing Queen and the ravages of disease and poor harvests.

A map of Somerset drawn
in 1646 based on John
speed’s map of c.1611.
Kingsdon is between
Ilchester and Somerton in
the south-east of the county, just a mile from the
junction of the road to
London and the Fosse
way.
Wikimedia Commons Public
Domain

Page 14

Two fragments of paper were found. The first is
a London Plague Bill for the week of September
14th-21st with a note on the back to a man called
Crich from his friend William Rixton writing
from London during one of the worst outbreaks
of plague in the 16th Century. Rixton’s note
gives additional details about the week’s deaths
that have enabled historians to date the bill to
1592. Prior to the major plague of 1603 when the
bills began to be printed, there are only three other original London Plague Bills known to exist
making this one of the most important disease
records before the Great Plague of 1665.
I would have liked to include a photograph of the
letters with this blog but with Somerset Archives
on lockdown, their workers safely distancing at
home through 2020’s pandemic this is impossible
for now. The photograph below shows a Mortality Bill, held by the Welcome Foundation, from
the Great Plague of 1665; an equivalent of the
1592 Bill for this later outbreak. The number of
deaths due to plague is awe inspiring but some of
the other causes of mortality also give pause for
thought.
London Plague Bills were a list of deaths for the
City of London recorded each week at the Parish
Clerk’s Hall on Thames Street and collated annually. The names of the 109 parishes of the 26
wards of the City (statistics for a wider area were included after 1603) are wonderfully evocative of the City’s medieval layout. St Botolph, Aldersgate; St Giles Cripplegate and St James Garlickhithe were amongst the 35
‘infeckted’ parishes that week in September 1592. In his note Rixton to Crich totals up the deaths on the Bill stating that of the 377 deaths on the Bill, 183 were due to plague and commenting:
‘The (law) term is proclaimed to begin the 27th of October. We have small doings by reason of the sickness. Yet I
thank God it is no nearer unto us than the alleys as yet: there died two children more out of the other alleys this
week.’
It would seem that Kingsdon boys William Rixton and Francis Crich (aged 23 in 1592) had gone the 140 miles to
London to seek their fortunes training for a legal career; perhaps at the Inns of Chancery. Deaths from bubonic
plague often peaked in the late summer before the cold of winter slowed the rat and flea populations. This meant
it was not uncommon for the start of the Michaelmas term of the legal year (usually the beginning of October) to
be postponed. In 2020 we can see modern parallels with schools closed, cancelled examinations and new jury cases and court hearings postponed.

The ‘doings’ Rixton refers to were probably public entertainments. The worst affected were playhouses such as
The Rose Inn on Bankside or The George Inn, Southwark. Plague could sweep through an audience gathered to
see Shakespeare’s latest play (probably Richard III in 1592) just as it did through skiers socialising in Italian
mountainside bars in 2020. We know the city authorities kept theatres closed until the 29th December in,1592,
using social distancing as one defence against the disease, albeit without a full understanding of how the contagion
was passed and with no resort to online alternatives to keep the actors in employment.
It is striking to think that four centuries on our first line defence against pandemic remains information. The statistics drawn up on the Plague Bills show that the London authorities were as aware as we are today that the ability
to track and monitor the progress of the pandemic is the best way to manage and mitigate its effects because it enables us to isolate outbreaks and avoid transmission.
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Francis Crich was a bad correspondent. William Rixton admonishes him for not replying to his 3 previous letters
which had also contained Plague Bills. It would seem Crich planned to return to London when the threat subsided
but the second fragment of paper is a clue to what kept him in Kingsdon and gave him an alternative to a career in
the London courts. The fragment is part of a letter from the same William Rixton to Goodwyve (Mary) Hurde.
She was the educated widow of a well-to-do Kingsdon farmer, John Hurde (died 1588) and mother of his 5 children. We know she owned land in her own right, was literate and was even familiar with written Latin. Rixton
tells her of the cost of the expensive cloth she had asked him to send her from London. The ‘fine black’ material
and the bugle lace with its decorative glass beads, cost £3 7shillings; equivalent to several hundred pounds today.
It was probably purchased for her second wedding. Her new husband, 10 years her junior, was Francis Crich, with
whom it would appear, she fell in love the when he returned from London to escape the plague. Maybe this accounts for his failure to write back to his friends? Whilst physically distancing himself from the plague in London
he had been able to make new and beneficial social allegiances at home; the first of their six children was conceived in December 1592 and they were married in April 1593.

The parish register lists her marriage and the baptisms of her 11
children by her two husbands and we know that Francis Crich redeemed himself locally by becoming church warden. Mary died in
1626 and Francis Crich inherited for life the land she owned herself whilst the Hurde family land, including a windmill up on the
hill above the village, went to her son by her first husband. By an
interesting quirk of fate the tombstone she shared with her first
husband (rather than Crich) survived the ‘improvements’ of the
Neal family who owned Kingsdon in Victorian times. They repaved the church but moved her stone to the vestry. It is the earliest at Kingsdon by more than a hundred years.

Above: Kingsdon Church
Right: The local pub: just yards from Mary Hurde’s
farmhouse

The Kingsdon Plague letters give a small but revealing insight into how plague affected lives in
the past but with some thought provoking parallels
with our situation today; life is very different but
yet so similar in so many ways. I wonder how
many equivalent and equally intriguing stories
may emerge when the current pandemic is over.
When the time comes perhaps we should resort to our excellent local pub to find out.
The Kingsdon Plague letters were first investigated by Herbert Berry in his booklet ‘A London Plague Bill for
1592, Crich and Goodwyve Hurde’ Coram Press 1993. The information for this blog was researched from this
pamphlet and the memories of local residents.
The letters themselves are held by the Somerset Heritage Archive at Taunton.
Julia Morris is a Blue Badge Guide qualified for South West and Central Southern England.
If there are any children doing projects for school whilst they are home, I can send them more information.
Julia Morris
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Opening morning of a murder case
The Judge says ‘You are charged with beating your wife to
death with a heavy duty spanner’. At which point a man at
the back of court yells ‘You bast**d!’.
Ignoring the outburst, the Judge continues ‘You are also
charged with beating your wife’s lover to death, also with a
heavy duty spanner.’. At which point the same man yells
from the back of court ‘You utter, utter bast**rd!’
The Judge responds ‘I can understand your anger, but please
be quiet or I’ll have you removed from court.’.
To which the man replies ‘15 years I’ve lived next door to
that guy and every time I’ve asked to borrow a heavy duty
spanner, he said he didn’t have one. Bast**d!!’.

Where’s ya bin? “ I’ve bin on holiday”. No, where’s ya
dustbin? “I told you, I’ve dust bin on holiday”. Noooo.
Where’s ya wheelie bin? “Ok, I’ve not wheelie bin anywhere. I’ve bin isolating”
We brought our new-born son, Adam, to the paediatrician
for his first check-up. As he finished, the doctor told us,
"You have a cute baby."
Smiling, I said, "I bet you say that to all new parents."
"No," he replied, "just to those whose babies really are
good looking."
"So what do you say to the others?" I asked.
"He looks just like you."
The telephone cable repairman was on my street and
asked me what time it was.
I told him it is between 1:00 pm and 4:00 pm
I still have a lot of trouble with wrong numbers. Yesterday
I dialed the Blood Transfusion Service and got HMRC in
error.
So the operator asked me what number I had dialed. I said,
"The Tranfusion Service, you know, where they take the
blood."
She said, "Well, you aren't too far off, are you?"
I have a friend who is a pilot for Virgin Atlantic but, because of this lockdown, he's off work, l asked him if he
fancied doing a bit of decorating for me while he's at a
loose end and he jumped at the chance.
l must say, he made a lovely job of the landing.
When I got sent to prison, I was slammed facedown on to
the table,kidney punched,and generally slapped about.. .
I’m NEVER going to play Monopoly with the Mrs
again..she takes it far too seriously..
A woman was bragging to her next-door neighbour about
her son, a student at Cambridge University. "Why our son
is so brilliant, every time we get a letter from him we have
to go to the dictionary."
"You're lucky," the neighbour said. "Every time we get a
letter from our son in Oxford, we have to go to the bank!"
Out bicycling one day with my eight-year-old granddaughter, Carolyn, I got a little wistful.
"In ten years," I began, "you'll want to be with your friends
and you won't go walking, biking, and swimming with me
like you do now."
Carolyn shrugged, "That's okay, because in ten years you'll
be too old to do all those things anyway."
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Osbornes of Kingsdon Ltd are a mobile carpet / upholstery
cleaning company working in and around Somerset.
Contact Guy Osborne on:
01935 841137 or
07951 067872
osborneskingsdon@email.com www.osbornes-of-kingsdon.co.uk

Garden Compost
Organic Compost Delivered to Kingsdon Residents

4 x 40 litre bags only £10
Phone Paul Attwell on 07523 739789
for more details and order your compost
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Simon Whatley
Plumbing & Heating
Glebelands, Bineham Lane, Yeovilton, Yeovil,
Somerset. BA22 8EZ Tel: 07794 784108

LOGS FOR SALE
Well Seasoned Hardwood Logs
for Sale
Free Delivery in Kingsdon
Contact: Austin Tel 07879690941
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Thinking about selling or letting
your property?
Looking for a new home in the
local area? Then look no further.
Kingsdon Resident Gabby Osborne
is your local property expert & the
new Branch Manager at Palmer
Snell in Gabby lived in Kingsdon
for over 20 years & has been an estate agent in the local area for 9 years.
Who better to sell your property than someone who knows the
area, knows the market & is passionate about the village.

Park
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The Chronicle Quiz for May - Coastal towns & landmarks around the UK
1

Opening at the oche

(9)

Dartmouth

2

Rocky hill that unlocks the view?

(7)

Torquay

3

Very expensive head covering

(6 3)

Golden Cap

4

A Hawk on the left hand

(7)

Gosport

5

Babbling pointlessly ln either direction

(4 9) E. or W. Wittering

6

Harmony in this place of shelter

(10)

Peacehaven

7

Flight of steps of great breadth

(11)

Broadstairs

(6)

Maldon

8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15

16
17
18

A Defective Spanish Gentleman

Stash away a male with name from Latin meaning “happy, lucky.” (10)
Large & quick to the helm before an opening

(5 8)

Felixstowe
Great Yarmouth

She was told to “GIVE ‘IM THE MONEY” in this Hamlet or Village (11)
Apoidea having a harsh, surly, forbidding, or morbid air:
Mark left by a healed wound on this fortified town
Salt water cured pork
Ours is on the road out the front of our house

Go at a slow, easy pace.

(7)

Grimsby

(11)

Scarborough

(6)

Seaham

(6)

Redcar

(5)

Amble

Birth & Burial place of our most famous lighthouse keeper's daughter.
An orifice to see with, I don’t think so.

Mablethorpe

(8)

(8)

Eyemouth

19 The place in this tongue-twister - The ***** police dismisseth us (5)
20

Swilcan is in the name of many things here

Leith

(2. 7)

St. Andrews

21 Cake made with currants, sultanas and almonds by a Marmalade maker (6)
22

A rocky refuge

23

Sounds like knock knock who’s there?

24

Nearest point on the mainland to the Arctic Circle

25

Bamburgh

Dundee

(10)

Stonehaven

(7)

Dornoch

(6 not 7 4)

Town on the shore of a Loch that is an implement for sweeping, (8)

Dunnett Head
Ullapool

26

Oscar forbid

(4)

Oban

27

Near a poets birthplace

(3)

Ayr

28

Toupee settlement

(7)

Wigtown

29

Heavy weight toiling.

(10)

Workington

30

Shout at the fraud

(7)

Heysham

31

Armada timberland

(9)

Fleetwood

32

Tower over the dark water

(9)

Blackpool

33

Shape the 2nd letter

(6)

Formby

34

Sprint through the cereal

(7)

Runcorn

35

Sounds as if I own this part of Liverpool Bay

(8)

Wallasey

(7)

Hoylake

(5)

Caldy

36
37

Heavy barge on inland body of water
I went to school here as did Teresa May’s husband!

38

He’s a brick work

(7)

Heswall

39

Strikes a spark

(5)

Flint

40

Press that in

(9)

Prestatyn

41

Write to my mother

(11)

Penmaenmawr

42

Puff into a wellie !!

(7)

Pwllheli

43

Light its blue touch paper & stand back

(6)

Bangor

44

A prickly bonce

(8)

Holyhead

45

What the Swedish pop group put on their feet

(8)

Abersoch

(8)

Barmouth

(8)

Cardigan

46
47
48

Forbid gob
Type of knitted garment that has an open front
The smallest of cities

49
50
51

Speaks in a low indistinct manner
Stiff paper on the condition that

(2. 6)

St. David’s

(5)

Tenby

(7)

Mumbles

(7)

Cardiff

52

A nickel cadmium one shows the way

(7 5)

Battery Point

53

Spanish lord split with an axe

(8)

Clevedon

54

Cheap security

(7)

Porlock

55

Put on a soft wound dressing

(6)

Lynton

(10)

Ilfracombe

(9)

Appledore

(8 2)

Westward Ho

56
57

Sickly extraction of gas or oil from shale rock in a valley
Granny Smiths entryway

58

Famed by Charles Kingsley

59

Where Arthurian myths abound

60
61
62
63
64
65

Put away the cushion
St. Ia arrived here from Ireland
Home of Jerry
The Saint here wanted more and more
Saline residue
Pilgrim Fathers set sail from here

(8)

Tintagel

(7)

Padstow

(2. 4)

St. Ives

(9)

Mousehole

(2. 5)

St. Mawas

(7)

Saltash

(8)

Plymouth

