
Issue No. 150                                                                                                 1st February  2020 

The Next Kingsdon Parish Council Monthly Meeting 
Thursday 13th February 2019 at 7.30pm 

 The Kingsdon Automated External Defibrillator is located at the  Kingsdon Inn Cottage 

The Access Code is  C175Y 
In the event of a person having a cardiac arrest  Immediately dial 999 for the Ambulance Service 

Commence CPR (Cardiopulmonary resuscitation) and send for the Defibrillator 

To All Parishioners 
 

CRISIS AT KINGSDON CHURCH! 
 

We need more people on the PCC to help run the 
Church and fund-raising events. 

We need a Secretary. 
We need a Churchwarden. 

We do not have enough people who can help. 
We cannot keep going as we are. 
Your Church’s future is at risk.                                     

Do you want us to close it? 
Even if you are not a churchgoer, please come  

and join us at the Church on 
 

SATURDAY 29TH FEBRUARY 2020 AT 11.00 A.M. 
 

To discuss the future of your village Church. 
Coffee and biscuits will be served. 

 

Kingsdon PCC – January 2020. 



All Saints Church 
 

Priest in Charge:   Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029  (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other occa-
sional services) 
Church Warden:  Mrs Bel Allan  Tel. 01935 840878 
Parochial Church Council: Secretary: Nicholas J. Allan Tel 01935 840878  Treasurer:  Tony Steele-Perkins  01935 
840184 
Tower Captain:   Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344 

 

Church Services for February 2020 

   

Sunday     2nd  February                11 a.m                  Holy Communion                                          Rev Alan Symonds 

 Sunday     9th February                   10 am                 Worship Together                                         Bel Allan 

Sunday     16th February                 6. p.m                  Evening Prayer                                             James Turner                                       

Sunday     23rd February               9.30 am                  Holy Communion                                         Rev  Adrian  Hopwood                         

Ash Wednesday 26th February       7. pm                   Benefice Communion Service                     Rev Alan Symonds 

                                 

Kingsdon Village Hall 
 

For all information  (except bookings)  contact: -    
David Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. 
Kingsdon TA11 7LL    Tel:01935 841453 
 
For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, 
Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444                                                     
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 

Bookings for February 2020 
 

Short Mat Bowls   Mondays 7.30pm - 9pm, and 
Tuesdays 10am - 12noon 
Table Tennis Club Tuesdays at 7.30pm 
Yeovil D. Canine Soc. Wednesdays at 6.30pm 
Art Club  -  Thursdays 10am (Term time only) 
Puppy Training Sundays 9.30am  
Take Art Performance Saturday 8th   
Parish Council Meeting -Thursday13th 7.30pm 
Practical Study Group  Wednesday 19th  10am 
Private Function  Thursday 20th 6pm - 9pm 
Private Function Saturday 22nd  7pm 
Private Function Sunday 23rd   p.m. 
Afternoon Club Wednesday 26th 3pm 
 

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club  
 

The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday eve-
nings  between 7.30pm and 9.30pm.   If you are interested then 
please contact Martin Singleton on 841162 or just come along. 

Kingsdon Afternoon Club 
 

The Afternoon  Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 
3pm in the Village Hall.  New members (any age) are always wel-
come.  For information contact Richards South  tel: 840912 

Kingsdon Boule & Croquet Club  
 

From 26th April members will meet at the Kingsdon Cricket Club 
ground every Thursday between 2pm and 4 pm weather permitting.  
The club welcomes new members or just come along to enjoy a 
taster session followed by tea and cake in the club house.  For more 
details contact Nina Carlisle on 01935840933                                                      
or email ninacarlisle@talktalk.net 

Kingsdon Cricket Club 
 

 

Chairman / Fixtures Secretary :   Marilyn Elliott,   4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somerton,  TA11 7LW                                         
Tel 01935 841444   07990673935.  Email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 
Secretary: Simon Rumbles  
Team Selection:  Ian Birrell   Watersmeet, Huish Episcopi, Langport. TA10 9HE  Tel 01458 259231      07817959709                              
Trustees: B. Carlisle, I. Birrell, J. Schofield 
Captain / Treasurer: J. Schofield      

The Kingsdon Chronicle 
 

The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation.  Cheques paya-
ble to ‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’   The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers If you wish me to 
publish an article,  please email your request with the details or send it in writing.  Requesting publication you are agreeing 
your article can be published on the Kingsdon website at:   http://www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/      Please  ensure I 
acknowledge receipt.  Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views 
of The Kingsdon Chronicle production  team. The editor will assume that all material supplied is original, or from copyright 
free sources.  (It is the contributor’s responsibility to gain any necessary permissions and to provide acknowledgments).” Ed-
itor:  Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW  Tel 01935 841444,    Mobile 07990673935,                       
Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com    www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/ Page 2 

The Kingsdon Jubilee Fund Trustees 
 

    Chairman: Andy Fryer,  Secretary: Martin Gilmore, Treasurer: Tim Taylor,                                                                                                               
Ian Dibben,  Mark Freeman,  Beverley Fulton,  Robert Fulton,  Carol Anderson,  Keith Thomas                                  

Kingsdon Knitting Club 
(Knitting for Good Causes) 

 

The Knitters meet on the second Saturday of the month at 10.30am 
to midday in the Community Shop.  For information please contact:   
Linda Rumbles 01935 840132 or Babs Conway 01935 841811 



From the Vicarage 
 

Somerton has hit the national headlines! When the details of the archaeological dig at the site of our new school 
were published in January, it caught the national eye for a moment of glory. The finds included evidence of three 
Iron Age round houses and a Roman cemetery with 50 bodies of adults and children. Many of the graves had evi-
dence of being high-profile people and the graves had been hollowed out of the bed-rock and then lined and cov-
ered in local stone. 
 

The bodies, which still have to be aged, will have come from the period in which the Romans occupied England 
43 to 410 AD and are thought to be linked to a Villa which is likely to have been in the area at the time. Whilst 
the Villa has not been found, evidence of some agricultural outbuildings has been. In 1951 another Villa was 
found to the South of Somerton at Melbury and this showed that the Villas were complex structures with a central 
dwelling place for the family, other dwellings for the farm workers and then various agricultural related buildings 
as well. It is likely that they were owned and occupied by influential British families who adopted a Roman like 
life style including in this case Roman burial customs. These Villas could have been in use for hundreds of years 
and seen many generations of occupants so these finds may yet have a lot to tell us. 
 

According to the Glastonbury Thorn legend, Joseph of Arimathea, who became a disciple of Jesus came to this 
country in 63AD and accidentally planted his staff in Glastonbury. The legend says he brought many thousands 
of people into Christianity in this area, but it seems he had no influence on the family in this villa for the burial 
evidence suggests they were buried as pagans with offerings included to propitiate the gods.   After 312 AD 
Christianity became the official religion of the Roman Empire so it would again be interesting to see if any of the 
burials date from after this time and if there was any difference in the way they were treated. 
 

It is also possible that at the time when the first of these bodies were being laid to rest here in Somerton, in the 
Mediterranean area the Gospels and the New Testament letters, which have such an influence on our beliefs to-
day, were being written down and read for the first time. Makes you think, doesn’t it. 
 

With every blessing      Alan Symond 

Thank You 
I would like to send my sincere thanks to all who sent cards and messages for a speedy recovery following 
my Hospitalisation in Yeovil during the first week of the New Year.   
I am pleased to say I was well looked after on Ward 8A 
 

Kind regards 
 

Wally 
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Missing Projector Stand 
 

The Village Hall projector stand 
has gone missing. (Pictured be-
low) . If anyone has borrowed it 
could it please be returned or if 
anyone knows where it is contact 
Marilyn (Tel 07990 673 935  or 
email wallyelliott@hotmail.com)  
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Kingsdon Community 
Shop  

 

A big thank you to all who took part in 
the Shop Christmas draw, bought  
tickets and  donating many prizes. 
 

The event raised £300 towards the 
shop development and the Floral    
Display. 

Thank You 
 

I would just like to Thank everybody so very much for all the Christ-
mas cards you have donated for my craft work they will all go to very 
good use and not be wasted.  I’m always crafting something whether it 
be knitting, crochet, sewing, card making or anything else I can find to 
keep me busy!  Any donations (1 Cary Way) of craft materials are al-
ways welcome and if I don’t use them I always pass them on to some-
one who will.  
 

 Lots of Love to you ALL and see you soon Miche xxxx  

A few questions to think about 
 

• What occurs once in a minute, twice in a moment, and never in a thousand years? 
•  During what month do the majority of people sleep the least? 
•  There are three sticks. Can you make four out of them without breaking any? 
•  What disappears if you say its name? 
 

Answers in next months Chronicle. 

Get your energy sorted forever 
                                        
 
 
 
 
 

As featured on BBC Dragons' Den 
 

Shopping around for deals is too much fuss. We’ll do it for you, for free and forever. 
Auto-switching away from rip-off tariffs is an absolute game changer. 

 
 

• Completely free 
• No comparison, no hassle, no worries 
• Sign up even if your deal hasn't ended 
•  
 

Our guarantee to you 
 

• The service is and always will be free 
• We won't charge you a penny for looking after you 
• We'll only re-switch you if we can save you at least £50* 
• We will only switch you to energy companies that we trust and will treat you right 
•  If you don't like the deal we get you then you can opt out 
 

*The £50 saving is for dual fuel switches, £25 for electricity only and £15 if you have a prepay-
ment meter.  

Get in touch 
                  Send us an Email                                                           Give us a call 

Drop us a message at support@lookaftermybills.com     Telephone our  UK based team on 020 3950 1166 
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mailto:support@lookaftermybills.com


On Sunday 26th April 2020                                      

Sarah Freeman                                                                    
will be once again be                     

running the  
London Marathon,                     

raising funds for 
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Kingsdon Knitting Club 
 

A New Year and new ideas for the Knitting Club to work on.  Firstly a big thank you to all our knitter who 
worked so hard in the lead up to Christmas, knitting to raise funds for the Kingsdon Community Shop.  You man-
aged to raise over £200, what a wonderful achievement, Nina’s Christmas Hats for Chocolate Oranges where re-
ally popular. 
  
You are all probably aware that May Day this year is to be celebrated on Friday 8th May.  This is to coincide with 
commemorating the end of WW2.  We will once again have our poppy cascade in the church, but our members 
thought maybe we could decorate the church with red, white and blue flowers.  As May is an uncertain time to 
guarantee an abundance of fresh flowers, (although with global warming we could be wrong), and the Knitting 
Club has no money, we don’t charge a membership fee and our members use wool that has either been donated to 
us, or purchase it themselves.  So we have a special request, if you could donated just 50p each towards these 
flowers we can do a splendid display. On the 8th there will be a church service to honour and remember all those 
who served in the armed forces during the war, at the time of writing this we have not been given a time for this 
service.  We would like to do a little celebrating either after the service if the timing is right, or on Saturday 9th.  
The most popular idea at the moment is a Ploughman’s Lunch in the Village Hall, but we would welcome any 
other ideas you might have. 
  
As we are not knitting for a Charity at present, we thought we would look towards Easter and are now busy knit-
ting eggs, bunnies, chicks etc to sell in the shop. 
  
Thank you all for your continued support.  Our next meeting will be Saturday February 8th at 10.30am. 
In the meantime...Keep Knitting. 
  
Linda 
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Unfortunately, nothing 

seems to have changed over 

the last year 

The cartoon to the left was first pub-
lished in the Kingsdon Chronicle   
exactly a year ago, in Issue No. 138  
printed and delivered to all on 31st  
January 2019   
  
At the Kingsdon Parish Council  
meeting held on Thursday 19th    
December 2019 the very same com-
plaint was made alleging Kingsdon 
dog owners were hanging their dog 
poo bags in trees and hedgerows  
 
Kingsdon Clerk K.Hatt is contacting  
SSDC to obtain the cost of installa-
tion and emptying of two more dog 
poo bins, plus a replacement lid? 
 
Whilst all Kingsdon Dog Owners 
will see this message, the many out-
siders who arrive in their cars, park 
up and go walking their dogs along 
our lanes etc. will not be aware of 
this, and there I believe lies part of 
the problem and culprits! 

                                     Wally 



Kingsdon’s Wildlife 

A look at Kingsdon’s wildlife with Chris Sperring MBE, Conservation Officer 

for the Hawk & Owl Trust, Naturalist and TV/Radio Broadcaster. 

Chris has operated across the region for many years and has a good eye           

(and ear) for how the wildlife in our area is fairing….. so how are we doing in 

Kingsdon? 

Come and join us on Thursday 20th February (Free Admission- all welcome, 

particularly families and children) for an update and insight into what is going 

on in the woods, fields and hedgerows around us, things to look out for and 

things you can do to help. 

Kingsdon Village Hall- 20th February. 

7.00pm-8.00pm all welcome – free admission. 
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Kingsdon Village Hall Working Group 
 

The Working Group’s remit remains to give independent and objective recommendations to the Village Hall 
Committee. We are trying to keep you all abreast with changes, and progress, in the Village Hall situation.  Since 
our last update, we have been re-looking at the details of what other villages have done with their halls, from size 
to costs, and are actively obtaining a quote for the possible refurbishment of our own. However because the op-
tions on new build or refurbishment, and sites,  and what we can afford, will be so dependant on the outcome of 
the Estate planning application, there is little  news of relevance to share with you currently.  

Kingsdon Afternoon Club 
 

The first meeting of the Kingsdon Afternoon Club for 2020 was held on 22nd January and 21 members were pre-
sent. 
Richard South introduced the speaker, James Porter who gave us a very detailed account of the Battle of Sedge-
moor that took place near Westonzoyland in 1685. 
The next meeting of the club is on Wednesday 26th February at 3pm in the village hall. The speaker is our very 
own Martin Singleton reporting on his expedition to Antarctica.  
Visitors are welcome. 

Road Closure of Top street 

Wessex Water are to carry out essen-

tial work on the water supply net-

work in Kingsdon.  This will involve 

closing Top Street to all through traf-

fic from Monday 24th February to 

Friday 28th February 2020. 

Access will be maintained for resi-

dents but may be restricted.  Alterna-

tive routes will be clearly signpost-

ed, access for emergency vehicles 

will be provided. 



KINGSDON VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  MEETING 
TUESDAY  21ST  JANUARY 2020 at THE KINGSDON INN 7PM 

 

PRESENT: 
M Elliott Chairman, D Thomson Secretary, G Osborne, T Owen 
The Chairman welcomed those present to the meeting and a new calendar year. 
 

APOLOGIES:   
Apologies for absence had been received from Mr I Dibben - Treasurer 
The Secretary apologized for the delayed meeting and the re-arrangement at short notice due to a close family 
death. 
 

MINUTES:   
Minutes of the June 2019 MCM were accepted and signed by the Chairman. 
 

1. Matters Arising 
 

1.1 Hanbury Village Hall:  Following points raised by a Kingsdon Villager at the 2019 AGM, the Secretary had  
contacted the Chairman – Hanbury Village Hall. Further details will be available during the 2020 AGM but it can 
be confirmed that this establishment does not employ a full time caretaker as reported. ACTION : DT 
 

1.2  Maintenance:  A number of issues including the overhead  fluorescent lights and possible window  repairs 
were discussed. It was confirmed that the emergency lighting was working and was checked weekly. An electrician 
would be engaged for the reported outside lighting issue    ACTION :  TO 
 

In addition, concern was raised with regard to the “Blown” rear wall and the crack in the wall  Messrs Osborne and 
Dibben to investigate further. ACTION: GO & TO 
 

Some comments had been received about heating issues. It was noted that the heating needs to be activated an hour 
in advance of any booking and this service if requested  is provided for out of village bookings. The service is not 
provided for village bookings. Such services are of course dependent on volunteers being available. 
 

1.3 Christmas Tree Enclosure:    Concern had been raised at the siting of the Christmas Tree enclosure due to fire 
and access issues. The Secretary would contact the Parish Council with regard to the safe  future siting plan.  
 

1.4 Future Plans:  This subject is now very much dependent on the on-going planning application which it was 
hoped would be settled shortly. 
 

2. VHAC:  No formal report had been submitted for review but recent meetings were noted. No progress anticipat-
ed until a planning decision is forthcoming.  
 

3. Health and Safety:  Feedback from bookings continued to support the Hall as a  real  accredit to the village and 
those involved in the day to day maintenance/cleaning…Messrs T Owen and G Osborne. The Chairman thanked 
those involved and noted that in terms of how the Hall was left following usage, no issues occurred from the  
“outside” village bookings/users. 
 

4. Finance:  The interim financial review and updated statement had been submitted by the Treasurer in advance of 
the meeting. The 2018/19 accounts now confirmed/ recorded a small surplus of £469 ( excluding all electricity fi-
nances). The Secretary confirmed that this information had been reported to the Charity Commission - Annual Re-
turn. 
 

It was noted that a  formal plan was now required for the  available S106 monies application. 
 

Hall hire charges would be raised as per established policy and the financial year . (£20 and £25) 
 

All current bookings had confirmed renewal for the new financial year. The Hall is fully booked with some availa-
bility now only at weekends. 
 

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:   
The Chairman undertook to issue dates for the 2020 AGM and the June MCM ( NB: Police Commissioner Elec-
tions) 
 

The Chairman thanked all committee members  for their continued support and  hard work,  and closed the meeting 
at 8pm. 
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Draft MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
THURSDAY 19th December 2019 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm 

 
Parishioner comment time:  Two parishioners had queries about the village plan. 
 
Present:  Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mr G. Osborne, Mr I Dibben, Mr A. Anderson and Mrs S Mackay                             
(Parish Councillors); Mrs Kate Hatt (Parish Clerk); Mr K. Tridgell (RFO) and plus 14 parishioners. 
 
1. Apologies:  Mr David Beswick (Chairman), Mr P.Waters, Mr T. Capozzoli (District Councillor), Mr D Ruddle 
(County Councillor) and Charlie Hull (District Councillor). 
 
2. Declarations of Interest:   None other than those already declared. 
 
3. Minutes:  The minutes the monthly Parish Council meeting held on the 14thNovember 2019, which had been 
previously circulated, were proposed by I.Dibben and seconded by S.Mackay, and unanimously approved and signed. 
 
4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items.     P.Waters – will put note in the chronicle about interest in charity after 
Christmas. 
 
5. Chairman’s Report:  It is no longer permissible for a parish council clerk or RFO to use their own laptop for council 
work. We have this in place for the clerk but need it for the RFO. We have a quotation for a new laptop, including data trans-
fer, software and security for £400. 
G.Osborne proposed that we purchase the laptop, seconded by I.Dibben, all in favour. 
 
6. Correspondence:   K.Hatt has received an email asking about a donation to the shop floral display. B.Paine & I Dibben 
expressed what a positive contribution it made to the shop and the village. B.Paine commented that there are funds in the 
budget this financial year to enable a donation if it was the wish of the Councillors. 
 
It was proposed by A. Anderson to donate £150 towards this, seconded by S.Mackay, all in favour. 
 
B.Paine stated that the Council had received four e-mails from parishioners expressing concerns about the length time given 
for the village plan consultation especially over the busy Christmas/New Year. Councillors have considered this and were 
proposing an extension until 31st January 2020. 
 
A parishioner asked why it was not an agenda item tonight. In reply it was advised that as it had been on the agenda in Octo-
ber and November, and at this juncture it was not thought necessary to be on the agenda for a further month. 
Another parishioner stated that people don’t know that it is on the website. 
B.Paine reiterated that it has been in the minutes on several occasions, it is on the website, and there is a hard copy in the 
shop. 
A further parishioner was also concerned about the lack of village awareness – could we have a letter box drop to say it is in 
the shop. In reply it was reiterated that the minutes of the meeting are in the Kingsdon Chronicle which is distributed to eve-
ry household and it said in these that here was a hard copy in the shop. 
Another parishioner felt that it had been dramatically changed and that their emails had not been acknowledged. B.Paine ex-
plained that it was entirely appropriate to discuss the e-mails under correspondence and having given consideration to the 
request for an extension of the consultation period there would be formal replies. 
A couple of parishioners asked why the village plan was not being subject to a village meeting and a broader discussion op-
portunity. In reply it was explained that: 
 
a) The 2011 village plan was a good document, which embraced much of the earlier 2007 Village Design Statement. 
 
b) This latest draft version follows the same structure and format because it was sensible to follow existing good practice. 
 
c) The new draft is not a radical re-working of the former plan but an updating and in some cases a simplification. 
 
d) It should be borne in mind that this is not a Neighbourhood Plan, and whilst Village/community plans are useful docu-
ments when finalised they carry only very limited weight with the planning authority. 
 
e) All written submissions from parishioners will be carefully considered and wherever they enhance and/or clarify aspects 
of the draft they will be incorporated. 
Further comment from a parishioner included the importance of climate change and the environment and its impact upon the 
village. This echoed a comment by District Councillor Charlie Hull at the last meeting where he expressed the view these 
should be evident in the document. 
A parishioner suggested that the end of February would be a preferable closing date for the consultation period. This was put 
to the Councillors who unanimously agreed. 
In response to a question from a parishioner it was advised that all councillors had seen and read the draft document and 
were satisfied with its content. 
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7.1 and 7.2 Finance- report and cheque signing. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These payments were proposed by G.Osborne, seconded by S.Mackay, all in favour. 
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8. Lime Tree 
 

P.Water is looking to get the first trees of the new Avenue planted this Jan/Feb. He will be asking 
the villagers if they would like to purchase a tree in the avenue in the next chronicle. 
 

9. Dog waste bins 
It was brought to our attention that people were hanging dog bags from hedgerows and trees..  Should we purchase two new 
dog waste bins? We need to check costs of emptying them. 
 

Action – K.Hatt - contact SSDC – installation cost, and emptying cost of two more bins, plus a replacement lid? 
 

A couple of parishioners felt that lazy dog owners should take them home, rather than more urbanisation. 
We have had the dog warden over, a note in the Chronicle, we have tried these other means but these have not worked. 
 

10. Website 
I.Dibben reported that there was an issue in early November with the security. The website was 
there but secure transactions were not possible. It came up and came down; it was the https that 
was causing the problem. Some people were not able to access it at all which could have been due 
to their security features. After nearly a month of 123 trying to fix the issue for us, it is eventually 
up and running again. 
Bridgewater College do a course on 123 to fully equip us with knowledge – I.Dibben is hoping to 
attend this. 
 

12. Date of next meeting 
9th January 2020. Minutes will not be in the December chronicle; we will put them on the website 
and in the shop as soon as they are ready, but please do bear with us over the Christmas break. 
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.15pm 
 
 
 

                                                               
    Draft MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 

THURSDAY 9th January 2020 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm 
 

 
Parishioner comment time:   Parishioner would like to comment on item 10 
 

Present:   Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mr G. Osborne, Mr I Dibben, Mr A. Anderson and Mrs S Mackay (Parish Council-
lors); Mr T. Capozzoli (District councillor), Mr D Ruddle (County Councillor) and Charlie Hull (District Councillor); Mrs 
Kate Hatt (Parish Clerk); Mr K. Tridgel (RFO) and plus 10 parishioners. 
  
1. Apologies:     Mr David Beswick (Chairman), Mr P.Waters.  
 

2. Declarations of Interest:   None other than those already declared.  
 

3. Minutes:   The minutes the monthly Parish Council meeting held on the 19thDecember 2019, which had been previously 
circulated, were proposed by I.Dibben and seconded by G.Osborne, and unanimously approved and signed.   
 

4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items:   K.Hatt – SSDC have been contacted re dog bins, yet to receive a reply. 
 

5. Vice-Chairman’s Report:  Nothing extra to report from the last few weeks. 
 

6. Correspondence:  Somerton Library group have thanked us for our donation last year and could we consider another do-
nation in the future. 
D.Ruddle pointed out that it is completely a volunteer organisation now, the Somerton town council own the building, there 
is a full time librarian, backed up by volunteers, and it is supported a lot by the town council, so great if parish councils could 
continue to support. 
B.Paine said that we will certainly look to support it again in the next financial year, we have budget for charitable donations. 
 

Due to ill health, Wally can no longer cut the village field. We may have a volunteer to take on the task. We wish Wally all 
the best and a speedy recovery. 
 

An email about free trees has been forwarded to P.Waters. Charlie Hull offered his assistance to collect any trees. 
 

We must make sure all councillors have a separate email for parish council work. Village Hall group would like an email as 
well. 
Action – councillors to check they have a separate email address 
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7. 1  and 7.2 Finance- report and cheque signing. 
 
K.Tridgel talked through the below figures. What money is currently left is all earmarked before the end of the year; coun-
cillors responsible for specific budget lines and projects need, wherever practicably possible complete them by the end of the 
financial year. 
  

 
 

 
 

These payments were proposed by G.Osborne, seconded by I.Mackay, all in favour. 
 

Budget 
 

B.Paine reported that a draft budget has been circulated to councillors.  
There were no queries. 
Maintenance for the website, footpaths and ‘green issues’ has been increased. 
 

A recent meeting with the chief executive of SALC confirmed that we must enrol with HMRC as an employer as we now 
have two paid members of staff. We will report more on this in due course. 
 

The precept will only increase by half of 1% this year, so a band D property will increase by  approximately an extra 69p per 
annum. 
 

G.Osborne proposed that we approve the budget and precept, S.Mackay seconded, all in favour. 

KPC Account Opening balance as at 01.12.2019 
£4,216.4

8 
  Net Cheque /Standing Order Balance £952.94 
  Payments/Transfer In (VAT Refund2017/18) £0.00 
  Transfer Out £0.00 

  Closing Balance as at 31.12.2019 
£3,263.5

4 
  Uncleared Items- chq 100593 G. Osborn £33.99 £33.99 

  True Balance as at 31.12.2019 
£3,229.5

5 
      

Savings Account Opening balance as at 01.12.2019 
£26,281.

79 
  Net Cheque Balance £0.00 
  Interest - 02/12/19 £13.10 £13.10 
  Transfer In £0.00 
  Transfer Out - £0.00 

  Closing Balance as at 31.12.2019 
£26,294.

89 
      
Asset Savings Ac-
count Opening balance as at 01.12.2019 

£17,534.
38 

  Transfer In - £0.00 
  Interest  02/12/19 £8.74 £8.74 
  Transfer Out £0.00 

  Closing Balance as at 31.12.2019 
£17,543.

12 

Clerk Services Standing Order  of £100pm June 2019 until further 
notice and RFO Services Standing Order Oct 2019 to Mar 2020 

  
KPCM 11/4/19

(Clerk) and 
12/09/19(RFO) 

Kate Hatt - Clerk services £100.00 
Standing order 

K Tridgell - RFO Services £100.00 
Standing Order 

Somerton Computing - RFO Laptop £299.00 
chq 100595 

      

TOTAL EXPENDITURE - November 2019 £499.00   
Amount approval (less pre approved clerk & RFO) £299.00   
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8. Village Plan Consultation 
 
The draft of the plan is still under consultation. Please send comments to the clerk, the extension is still in place until the end 
of February (29th). All comments will then be looked at, reviewed and then be assessed if they are pertinent to the village 
plan, we will then respond. The comments will be written up with notes on what the response has been. 
 
9. Proposed additional area of responsibility 
 
I.Dibben explained that in response to a letter he has read recently he was prompted to think about what we as a parish coun-
cil can do more to support the environment and support the huge range of different species we have in the village, we can 
look to see how we can help our environment. 
For example – glow worms, when is the right time to trim the bushes! And so on. How can we grow peoples knowledge of 
the range of species we have in the village, how can we enhance our environment? 
The district council is encouraging every parish council in South Somerset to have an environment challenger.  
It would be good to get young people involved. 
Surrounding people, e.g. farmers would also need to be encouraged to be involved. Which some farmers already do. 
P.Waters also has a vision of an avenue of Lime Trees, and is having dialogue with new owners of surrounding land. 
 
It was agreed that I.Dibben would take on this new role. 
 
10. Flower Display at the shop 
Is the donation we allocated of £150 enough?  
We have already approved a donation of £150. In the next financial year we may have more available. 
A parishioner mentioned the ‘Britain In bloom’ competition may have money available. 
 
 11. Date of next meeting 
13th February 2020.  
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.04pm 

Have your say about proposals for changing acute inpatient mental health services for 
adults of working age 

Health and care services in Somerset are running a public consultation to gather feedback from local people about 
the future locations of acute mental health beds for people of working age. The consultation runs until 12 April 
2020.  

An acute mental health ward is where patients are admitted to provide them with the level of treatment and sup-
port they need. This might be because they need further assessment, they need to be kept safe or they need more 
intensive support than can be provided at home. 

Health and care services are considering changing the location of the acute mental health ward at Wells for people 
aged between 18 and 65 years and moving it to Yeovil. The number of beds will remain the same. 

The reason for the proposed change is due to concerns about patients and staff safety. Two of the four wards for 
people aged between 18 and 65 years are located in Taunton, with one ward in both Yeovil and Wells. These two 
are ‘standalone’ wards which means they are not close to other wards, and one of them is also a long way from the 
nearest Emergency Department. 

All other existing services at Priory Health Park in Wells will remain, whatever the outcome of the consultation, 
and community mental health services available to people in the Wells/Mendip area will be expanded and en-
hanced: this includes a Crisis Café. 

Health and care services would like to know what you think about their ideas. You can fill in the questionnaire 
here: http://bit.ly/FFMF-Mental-Health-Consultation 

You can read the full consultation document on their website at www.fitformyfuture.org.uk or contact them by 
email somccg.fitformyfuture@nhs.net or telephone 01935 384119 
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Avon & Somerset Police Press Release:  

Two duped out of £15,000 in telephone fraud incidents. 
We are warning people to be on their guard against a telephone scam, which involves a fraudster claiming to be an 
official from Amazon. 
 

The bogus official called the victims on their landline and said they were from Amazon and querying either an is-
sue with a payment or a problem with the victim’s Prime membership. 
 

We are aware of three incidents in the Avon and Somerset force area – two of the victims have lost a combined 
total of almost £15,000. 
 

During the call a pre-recorded message invites the victim to press 1 on their phone to link to an operator. A long 
conversation follows in which the victim is asked to re-connect to the caller via a computer or mobile device and 
then allow Amazon to link to their account. 
 

While they continue to talk to the victim, they ask them to log on to their online banking via the remote device to 
check whether a refund has been made to their bank. 
 

The caller talks to the victim, distracting them from looking at their device, while money is quickly transferred 
from their bank, or even an application for a loan made while the banking session is open. 
 

Amazon will never call and ask for personal information, including bank PiN numbers and passwords. 
 

Any attempts for permission to remotely access your computer or phone should be a red flag warning. 
 

If you are suspicious or uncomfortable about the call, finish it immediately and call the company who claimed to 
call you, using their official number and try to use a different phone to ensure the telephone line has not been held 
by the scammer. 
 

If any link to your device has been added by the scammer – such as TeamViewer – have it professionally removed 
and keep the device disconnected from the internet. 
 

General advice…. 
Neither the police nor the banks will ask you for banking details or PiN numbers on the phone. Similarly, they 
would never send a so-called ‘courier’ to collect bank cards or money. 
Our message is – don’t discuss your finances with anyone who calls you out of the blue, even if they claim to be a 
police officer or a representative from a bank fraud department or even a well-known company. 
. 

Genuine callers will be happy for you to make an appointment to visit them at a bank branch or police station or 
for you to call them independently to verify that they have been trying to contact you. 
The police and banks will never ask you to withdraw cash on their behalf; arrange for cash to be collected by a 
courier; ask for details about your bank card; or ask for the PiN on your card. 
If you know someone who may be vulnerable to this type of offence, please speak to them and share our crime 
prevention tips and remind them of the threat from telephone fraudsters. 
 

We would also appeal to taxi drivers, who are asked to collect parcels or take people to banks to withdraw large 
sums of cash – especially the elderly – to be vigilant and contact us if they are suspicious. 

Temporary Closure of (A372) Wincanton Road, Langport Road, Ducks Hill and Pibsbury  

TAKE NOTICE that in pursuance of Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulations Act 1984, as amended by the Road Traf-
fic (Temporary Restrictions) Act 1991, the County Council of Somerset propose to make an Order PROHIBITING ALL 
TRAFFIC from proceeding along (A372) Wincanton Road, Langport Road, Ducks Hill and Pibsbury from 30m north of the 
junction with Hanging Chapel Road, eastwards for to for a distance of 1585 metres.  

This order will enable Somerset Highways to carry out prep works 03.02.20 to 07.02.20 and resurfacing works 17.02.20 to 
21.02.20 The Order becomes effective on 03 February 2020 and will remain in force for eighteen months. The works are 
expected to last for 10 days (07.30 - 17.30hrs), excluding 08.02.2020 to 16.02.2020  

Parish of Somerton Temporary Closure of Sutton Road  
 
TAKE NOTICE that in pursuance of Section 14(1) of the Road Traffic Regulations Act 1984, as amended by the Road Traf-
fic (Temporary Restrictions) Act 1991, the County Council of Somerset propose to make an Order PROHIBITING ALL 
TRAFFIC from proceeding along Sutton Road from the junction with Polham Lane, northeastwards to the junction with The 
Bakeries for a distance of 257 metres. 
  
This order will enable Wales & West Utilities to carry out new gas connection works. The Order becomes effective on 03 
February 2020 and will remain in force for eighteen months. The works are expected to last for 4 days.  
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From: John Miles <john.miles20@ntlworld.com> 
Subject: Help please 
 
 
Hello Kingsdon residents 
  
I am sorry to ask for your  assistance but I currently have no other contact in the village. 
  
I am researching my family tree and have found that prior to moving to Evershot in Dorset in the mid 1700's my 
family were from Kingsdon. I can trace them back to the late 1680's and possibly as early as 1667 in the village. 
They may well go back much further than this. 
  
Do you know of anyone still residing Kingsdon with the surname Miles or sometimes Myles who you may be 
able to put me in touch with? They may be very distant relatives of mine. Alternatively, is there a village 
'historian' who may have any details of past residents of that name. 
  
I thank you in advance but, once again, my apologies for involving you. 
  
Kind regards 
  
John Miles 
Chellaston, Derbyshire 
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South Somerset Health Walks 
 
South Somerset District Council support 30 Health Walks in South Somerset which are set up to encourage people 
to take up walking and to support those who come to us following surgery or illness and/or otherwise may not 
want to walk alone.  As it is the beginning of the New Year when people make resolutions to get more active I 
wondered if you would advertise the following text below on your website or in a parish newsletter to promote the 
Health Walks. 
  
Do you have a New Year’s Resolution to get more active?  Walking is a great way to get fit, explore what’s on 
your doorstep and make new friends whilst enjoying the beautiful South Somerset countryside. 
  
Our Health Walks are led by trained Health Walk Leaders and are a great way of getting exercise and meeting peo-
ple. From beginners to challenging walks there are walks suitable for everyone. 
  
So why not take a health walk and enjoy the countryside? You could make new friends, relieve stress and benefit 
your health. Walking is simple, free and one of the easiest ways to get more active, lose weight and become 
healthier. It's an underrated form of exercise but walking is ideal for people of all ages and fitness levels who want 
to be more active.  Please click on the link to see our South Somerset Health Walks below: 
  
https://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/media/2861/step-out-and-join-our-health-walks-181219.pdf 
  
I also have posters for all of the health walks so if you would rather put this on a noticeboard whether if it’s in 
print or a digital format please let me know. 
  
Many thanks for your help 
Nicky 
 
Nicola Doble 
Case Officer 
Service Delivery 
South Somerset District Council 
   
Tel: 01935 462462 
 

 southsomerset.gov.uk   @southsomersetDC   @SouthSomersetDistrictCouncil 
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HEARD BUT NOT SEEN 
By Peter Crowter 

 

When I first came to Kingsdon when we didn’t have TV, 
In evenings round the radio is where we’d likely be. 

We had our favourite programmes that we’d listen to each week, 
And we would quietly concentrate and very rarely speak. 

 

Childrens Hour we listened to when we were very young, 
Uncle Mac and Toytown and some silly songs were sung. 

Then there were old favourites, we loved Winnie the Pooh, 
And then old Worzel Gummidge, we listened to him too. 

 

But it was the evening programmes I remember most, 
With mum and dad we listened and we all became engrossed. 

Saturday Night Theatre, was one we rarely missed. 
With scary tales of mystery we tried hard to untwist. 

 

There was an early chat show that was called In Town Tonight, 
If you were rich or famous it was you they would invite. 

It featured Brian Johnston yes, the cricket man you know, 
Before he worked with Aggers on that Test Match Special show. 

 

Our favourite show was ITMA, and Tommy Handley starred, 
Lots of its famous phrases that were held in high regard. 
‘Can I do you now sir?’ that was one that we all knew, 

 And boozer Colonel Chinstrap said ’I don’t mind if I do’  
 

There were many other shows that we sat down to hear, 
The Navy Lark and Round the Horne and then Take it From Here. 

Much Binding and Beyond Our Ken and Pickles’ Have a Go, 
And The Goons with Peter Sellars, Secombe, Spike and Co. 

We all enjoyed the radio till nineteen fifty-three, 
And that was when our dad went out and bought our first TV. 
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     February       2020    Collection Dates  

Wheelie Bins  Tuesdays 4th & 18th February 

Kerbside Collection Tuesdays 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th February 

Green Bins  Tuesdays 11th & 25th February 

 

The Dorset & Somerset  
Air Ambulance  

collecting bin  
at the village hall  

is for shoes, clothing & textiles only. 
 

It is  NOT for bottles  
which are collected every  

Tuesday from outside  
your homes 

 

! 



tree or shrub … 
that is the question ? 

 
 

Dear all. 
 

With the environment being on a lot of our minds I’d 
like to offer every house hold in our parish a gift of a 

native tree whip or shrub. 
I have selected a few different verities so whether 
you choose a tree or shrub you’ll be helping to sup-

port our delicate planet. 
 

I’ll be home all day on Saturday 22nd February from 
9am so please pop over to pick out your tree/shrub. 
First come first served. They will be ‘bare root’ so 
please do have a pot and compost available for 

when you get your new addition home. 
If you are not able to get to me on said Day then 

please give me a call and I’ll pop one back for you. 
 
 

Tree/shrub pick up - 
 
 

The Old Bakery, 
Chapel hill, 
Kingsdon 
TA11 7LN 

 
07815898065 

 
 

I look forward to seeing you all. 
 

Phil Waters - Village Tree Warden 
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After 35 years of marriage, a husband and wife came to see 
a therapist. When asked what the problem was, the wife 
went into a tirade listing every problem they had ever had in 
the years they had been married.  On and on and on: neglect, 
lack of intimacy, emptiness, loneliness, feeling unloved and 
unlovable, an entire laundry list of unmet needs she had en-
dured.    Finally, after allowing this for a sufficient length of 
time, the therapist got up, walked around the desk and after 
asking the wife to stand, he embraced and kissed her long 
and passionately as her husband watched - with a raised eye-
brow. The woman shut up and quietly sat down as though in 
a daze.   The therapist turned to the husband and said, "This 
is what your wife needs at least 3 times a week. Can you do 
this?"    "Well, I can drop her off here on Mondays and 
Wednesdays, but on Fridays, I fish." 
 
Ever since I've become an archaeologist, my life is in ruins.  
 

What do you call it when you mix alcohol and American 
Literature?  —-  Tequila Mockingbird.  
 
They all laughed when I told them that one day I would dis-
cover the secrets of invisibility…...If only they could see me 
now. 
 
My friend Jack claims he can communicate with vegetables. 
 

Jack and the beans talk. 
 
An eight-year-old girl went to the office with her father on 
‘Take Your Kid to Work Day’  As they were walking 
around the office, the young girl started crying and getting 
very cranky.  Her father asked what was wrong with her.  As 
the staff gathered round, she sobbed loudly:  “Daddy, where 
are all the clowns you said you worked with?” 
 
Mike invited his mother over for dinner. During the course 
of the meal, Mike’s mother couldn’t help but notice how 
beautiful Mike’s roommate Jennifer was. 
Mike’s mom had long been suspicious of the ‘platonic’ rela-
tionship between Mike and Jennifer, and this had only made 
her more curious.  Over the course of the evening, while 
watching the two interact, she started to wonder if there was 
more between Mike and Jennifer than met the eye. 
Reading his mom’s thoughts, Mike volunteered, “I know 
what you must be thinking, but I assure you Jennifer and I 
are just roommates.”    About a week later, Jennifer came to 
Mike saying, “Ever since your mother came to dinner, I’ve 
been unable to find that beautiful silver gravy ladle. You 
don’t suppose she took it, do you?” Mike said, “Well, I 
doubt it, but I’ll send her an e-mail just to be sure.” So he sat 
down and sent her a message: 
“Dear Mom,    I’m not saying that you did take the gravy 
ladle from the house, I’m not saying that you did not take 
the gravy ladle. But the fact remains that it has been missing 
ever since you were here for dinner.   Love, Mike” 
Several days later, Mike received an email back from his 
mother that read:   “Dear Son,   I’m not saying that you do 
sleep with Jennifer, I’m not saying that you do not sleep 
with Jennifer. But the fact remains that if Jennifer was sleep-
ing in her own bed, she would have found the gravy ladle by 
now.    Love, Mom   
 
Did you hear about the guy who invented the door knocker? 
He won the no-bell prize. 
 
I made a graph for my past relationships. 
It has an ex-axis and a why-axis 

Biker Mike goes into his local bank and says to the manag-
er. "I'd like to borrow £100,000 to open a Cheese Factory in 
Cheshire.  It's gonna be great. 
"Hold on a minute," says the Bank Manager. "There's al-
ready a company called Cheshire Cheese, you're gonna 
have to come up with something better than that." 
Right I've got it. 
Biker Mike comes back next week, and says, I want to bor-
row £200,000 to open a Cheese Factory in France. 
It's gonna be called Brie Cheese." "I'm afraid that one's al-
ready there too," says the Bank Manager. 
"Brie Cheese is world famous, so I can't lend you the mon-
ey for that." 
Right, says Biker Mike. 
In a last ditch attempt, Biker Mike comes back in the fol-
lowing week. "I've got it. I want to borrow £500,000 to 
open a Cheese Factory in Israel."  "Oh, now we're talking," 
says the Bank Manager. 
"What are you going to call it?"  Biker Mike smiles proudly 
and says, "Cheeses of Nazareth!" 
 
My mother always laughed at me when I told her my dream 
was to build a car out of spaghetti 
You should have seen her face when I drove pasta 
 
One big difference between men and women is that if a 
woman says “Smell this”,  it usually smells nice. 
 
A little four-year-old boy is in the bathroom. His mother 
thinks he has been in there too long, so she goes in to see 
what’s up. 
“Charley, are you all right?” she says. “You’ve been in here 
for a while…” 
Charley says, “I’m fine, Mommy… I just haven’t done a 
‘poo’ yet.” 
The little boy is sitting on the toilet impatiently. Every ten 
seconds or so he grips the toilet seat with his left hand and 
hits himself on top of the head with his right hand. 
“Charley, why are you hitting yourself on the head?” his 
mother asks, concerned. 
Charley responds, “Works for ketchup.” 
 
Did you hear about the semi-colon that broke the law? 
He was given two consecutive sentences! 
 
On a guided tour of HMS Victory a French tourist asked if 
the cannon balls were real? 
“No actually these are replicas " he was told. 
He asked why? 
“Because you have all the real ones" came the reply 
 
An old man went to his doctor complaining of aches and 
pains all over his body. After a thorough examination, the 
doctor gave him a clean bill of health. 
“You’re in excellent shape for a 75-year-old man,” he said. 
“But I’m afraid I can’t make you any younger.” 
“Who asked you to make me younger?” the man replied. 
“You just make sure I keep getting older!”  
 
My husband is very upset, he found some letters I’d been 
hiding and says he feels betrayed and has lost all trust in 
me. 
I can’t say I blame him.  I feel so ashamed.  I don’t think 
he’ll ever play scrabble with me again 
 
I hate it when people act all intellectual and talk about Mo-
zart while they’ve never even seen one of his paintings.   
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LOGS FOR SALE 
Well Seasoned  Hardwood Logs  

for Sale    

Free Delivery in Kingsdon 

Simon Whatley 

Plumbing & Heating 

Glebelands, Bineham Lane, Yeovilton, Yeovil,  

 

Message from Emma 

 

I am sorry but I can’t take on any new clients at present.  
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Thinking about selling or letting 

your property? 

Looking for a new home in the 

local area?  Then look no further.  

Kingsdon Resident Gabby Osborne 

is your local property  expert & the 

new Branch Manager at Palmer 

Snell in  Gabby lived in Kingsdon 

for over 20 years & has been an es-

tate agent in the local area for 9 years.            

Who better to sell your property than someone who knows the 

area, knows the market & is passionate about the village.   

Park 

Unit 16,  Cary Way 
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