
 

                                                   
MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON  
THURSDAY MAY 30th 2019 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.00pm 
 
Present: Mr D. Beswick (Chairman); Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman); W.Elliott, G. Osborne, S. Mackay , Mr I 
Dibben (Parish Councillors); Mr T. Cappazoli  (district councilor) and Mrs. K Hatt (Parish Clerk) plus 
parishioners. 
 
D.Beswick began the meeting: 
Welcome everybody. Can I just remind everyone that this is a Parish meeting, not a council meeting and 
is held to give representatives of groups and organisations within the village the opportunity to tell 
people what they have been up to and perhaps what they are planning for the coming year.  There will 
be an opportunity to ask questions of the various presenters if you so wish but no council business 
please. 
 
The Chairman, Mr D. Beswick, gave the following report: 
My report is a brief summary of what the council has been up to this year but I do not intend to re-open 
any of the issues that have arisen in the past twelve months. 

 
In the spring we finally had permission from the Kingsdon Estate to discuss details of some of 

their plans for their land holding within the village which included a possible option for a site to build a 
new village hall.  We held a meeting in June to discuss the future of the village hall and also tabled a 
proposal by the Estate to submit plans for a small development on the outskirts of the village.  A vote at 
the meeting consented to the disposal of the current village hall should that prove to be the preferred 
way forward and further discussion on the Estate’s development proposal was scheduled for Parish 
Meeting in October.   

 
Part of the Estate’s proposal was to provide to the Parish on a long term lease (999 years), the 

recreation field, the allotment field, part of the field on Pitts Lane and a site for a new village hall, should 
we support their successful application for planning permission. 

 
As a result of that meeting, a further consultation process was initiated by an action group 

opposed to the development plans and the council agreed to hold a village referendum once the final 
way ahead from the Estate had been confirmed.  It was also agreed to establish a working group to look 
at a cost benefit analysis on whether to build a new hall or refurbish the existing one. The referendum 
was held in January and by a slim majority, the village voted in favour of supporting the Estates 
proposal. It is worth noting that on the day before the referendum forms were to be delivered, the 
Estate changed their offer to a gift of the freehold of the land rather than a long term lease. 

 
The Estate are now in the detailed planning phase and will come back to the council to discuss 

their plans when that is completed.  If they are successful, we will then start the legal process to transfer 
the freehold of the land to the Parish. 

 
The Village Hall working group will be reporting to the Village Hall Committee AGM next 

Thursday. 
 
That completes my report.  Are there any questions? 

 
 
 



Report from Dean Ruddle (County Councillor) – this was provided to be included in the minutes 
It has been another difficult financial year for SCC. 
It became apparent from the second quarterly financial report that we were going to have an over 
spend of around £18m for the year end. 
However due to extra funding from central government ,extra new home bonus and being excepted as 
part of the new Business rates pilot program, we have ended the year with a £1m under spend. This is 
very good news . 
However once again this year will be tough with large savings still needed. 
 
Continuing Library services within our local area. 
At the being of last year our library services within Somerset were up for review. 
The county council needed to make saving of up to £400,000 from this service. 
Subsequently some libraries were under threat of closure and unfortunately Somerton was one of them. 
Working with the Friends of Somerton Library, officers of Somerset county council, Somerton town 
council and with the help of grants from various parish council including Kingsdon, we have secured the 
library from closing. 
 
The Unitary Authority debate is still ongoing with SCC having inviting partners including District Councils 
to enter into a conversation looking at options for introducing a unitary model of local government into 
Somerset. Whilst this is the very start of discussions it could see the abolition of the six current councils 
including the County Council and the establishment or one, two or some other configuration of single-
tier authorities. 
Initial estimates show that between £18 and £28 million pound could be released annually to invest into 
front line services as well as providing the public with greater clarity through a single point of contact on 
public services. SCC has also stressed the increased role that Town and Parishes would be able to play in 
the governance of the County to ensure local participation and consideration. The next stage is for 
willing partners to debate the approach before moving to a business case(s) and then Government 
consideration. 
 
I have secured many highway improvement schemes locally and will continue to fight our corner for 
better improvements. 
 
Being elected to both SCC and SSDC has huge benefits .This allows me to bring together officers from 
both authorities adding additional benefits to the residents within our area. 
 
I believe working together with the community is the best way of working. 
I will continue to work with local people to try and help them achieve what they want. 
  
 
Report by District Councillor David Norris – this was provided to be included in the minutes: 
I reported last year that South Somerset District Council was going through a very difficult time.  After a 
long period when the financial position of the council was not in question it has very quickly changed so 
that the budget projected a deficit of £2.5m per year if no steps were taken to remedy the situation.  
The principle reason for this dramatic change in fortune is a change in central government support to 
local authority funding.  The main activity this year has been to put those remedies in place.  These fall 
into 2 categories: Transformation and Income Generation.  
Transformation - The Transformation programme is a root and branch change in the way the Council 
conducts its business.  Up to now the council has been organised with departments, for example 
Licensing, Planning, Revenues and Benefits, Health and Leisure, each working within its own stove pipe 
and manned by experts in the field.  This was inefficient because much of the routine work did not need 
to be carried out by experts, and there was substantial duplication of administrative functions in the 
departments.  The new model is for customers issues to be handled by a central team of case workers 
who would draw on specialists as and when they were needed.  This should result in a 30% reduction in 
manpower.  The new model started to be rolled out in January and should be fully in place by the end of 
May.  It is disappointing to note that this process has led to the resignation of many first-rate officers 
who will be very difficult to replace, and a number of consultants have had to be hired to fill the gaps 



left.  The second big change that the transformation process has brought is that customers are being 
encouraged to conduct their business with the council using a new interactive website.  This model is 
the future; however, we are all going to have to show some patience as it is rolled out and the staff get 
used to the new method of working.  
Income Generation In addition to saving money in the way it conducts its business, the Council has 
embarked on an Income Generation programme.  Fundamentally this comprises investing in property 
and other projects both within and outside of the council area.  The aim was always stated to achieve a 
7% return on each investment, but we learned last month that this did not include the cost of any loans 
taken.  For information, the CEO and Council Leader have been authorised to borrow up to £95m to 
make purchases.  To date, the Council has purchased Marks & Spenser and Wilco in Yeovil, and invested 
in a local Company called Opium Holdings to build a housing estate in Marlborough and battery storage 
complex near Taunton.  
Local Plan - Last year I also reported that the Local plan had been deemed out of date because we were 
not meeting the development targets by some margin.  The consequence of this is there is a 
presumption in favour of sustainable development which leaves our market towns and villages 
vulnerable to excessive development.  I regret that this situation still exists.  The council is working on 
amending the Local Plan which is scheduled to go out on public consultation in June this year.  It is 
unfortunate that the revised plan does not propose a reduction in the level of required development so 
it is difficult to see how it will solve the root problem.  I hope I am wrong.  Of greater concern for me is it 
proposes a new band in the settlement hierarchy called Villages.  In Northstone Ward this will include 
Keinton Mandeville and The Charltons.  This sets a level of development required in these villages, but 
other than that there are no specific policies for them.  These villages will lose the protection they had 
by the former policy SS2.  It is essential that everyone takes part in the consultation process and 
demand specific policies especially one to spread any development evenly across all villages, and a 
regular review to confirm they still qualify as a sustainable location and thus fulfill the requirements to 
qualify as a village in the hierarchy.  
   
And Finally, it has been a huge honour to represent Kingsdon and the Northstone Ward for the past 4 
years.  I am not standing in the May elections as I have decided to retire and spend ‘more time with my 
family’.  A euphemism I know, but I really mean it as I plan to spare my wife from our long cold damp 
winters and take her to warmer climes for extended periods.  I wish all in Kingsdon well, and offer my 
help and support to my successors, whoever they may be. 
 
 
Tony Cappazoli addressed the meeting. 

He introduced himself and explained that he wants to get the chairmen and clerks of the local councils 
together and exchange ideas. It will be held on Friday 28thJune 7pm, halfway Inn, Chilthorne Domer. 
 
 
 
Neighbourhood Watch Report by Martin Singleton, Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator:  
I am not aware of any crime occurring in the village over the past year and let’s hope that it continues 
that way. 
 
We have a new PCSO 9289 Emma Reeves who is stationed at Wincanton Police Station and can be 
contacted on 101 or on email Emma.Reeve@avonandsomerset.police.uk 
 
The Kingsdon Chronicle and emails have again been used successfully to circulate information to 
residents, for which we thank Wally Elliott and Kate Hatt. Further items of interest relating to NHW are 
displayed on the notice board in the Community Shop. 
 
We must however not be complacent and be always vigilant as to our surroundings.  In emergency 
situations dial 999 or if non-urgent e.g. if you have information about a crime, phone the police on 101. 
(This has a connection charge of 15p, none of which goes to the police) If wished you can call 
anonymously to the independent charity CRIME STOPPERS on 0800 555 111 



 
Table tennis club by Martin Singleton 
 
The Table Tennis Club, which is in its twentieth year, meets in the Village Hall every Tuesday evening 
between 7.30pm and 9.30pm. The members play doubles on two tables and although open to all 
residents, some experience of having played the game in the past is preferable. The current subscription 
is £2.00 a week. There is no age limit as we have a member in his twenties and another in his nineties. 
 
Many members retreat afterwards to the Kingston Inn to rehydrate! 
 
Telephone Library Kiosk by Martin Singleton  
 
The Village Library/Book Exchange is located in the old red BT telephone kiosk situated in School Road, 
which was purchased about six years ago by the Parish Council for the sum of £1.00. It was in a poor 
state and was restored to its former glory by John Yates and Martin Singleton.  The book shelves were 
made by the late Mick Conway.  The restoration, which was funded by donations from residents and 
from Somerton Windows, cost around £700.00. It was officially opened by Charlie Higson on the 28th 
September 2013. In summer of 2018 it was repainted externally.  
 
PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE LARGE PILES OF BOOKS IN THE KIOSK, AS ALTHOUGH I REGULARLY PAY 
ATTENTION TO IT, I END UP HAVING TO TAKE SURPLUS BOOKS TO CHARITY SHOPS IN SOMERTON. IT IS 
INTENDED AS A BOOK EXCHANGE. 
 
 
Kingsdon Community Shop by Martin Singleton 
 
The shop is now entering its sixth year of trading after opening on the 8th March 2014  
Thanks to a solid foundation supervised by village resident Rosemary Russell, for the past couple of 
years it has been run by a committee assisted by a large number of volunteers.  The shop is open from 
8-4 on weekdays with late night shopping on Thursdays until 7pm. Saturday hours are 8-1.  The shop is 
often open for a few hours on Bank Holidays.  
 
Anyone who has not visited the shop is missing out on the very wide range of excellent products 
available. It is however appreciated that due to full time employment, it may not be possible.  It is more 
than a convenience store and stocks many locally sourced products. During the summer months excess 
plants and vegetables are often given by residents for donations to the shop.  The shop also provides a 
good venue for a social chat with tea, coffee and cakes etc around the tables. The premises have also 
been used out of hours for committee meetings. 
 
The shop’s income is sufficient to keep the business going but not to employ anyone part-time. Many 
thanks go to ALL our volunteers but special thanks go to those who are involved in the ordering and 
collection of the products plus the finance, namely Marilyn and Wally Elliott, Ann Leahy, Tim Owen and 
Andy Fryer.  A big thank you also goes to Jackie Ellis who provides the wonderful cakes. The floral display 
during the summer enhances the appearance of the shop for which we again thank Wally and Marilyn. 
 
THE COMMUNITY SHOP IS A WONDERFUL ASSET TO THE VILLAGE BUT IN ORDER FOR US TO KEEP IT 
GOING FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE 25 year LEASE, IT NEEDS THE SUPPORT OF RESIDENTS BOTH 
FINANCIALLY AND AS VOLUNTEERS. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Boule and Croquet Club by Nina Carlisle (Treasurer) 
The club was started by a group of villagers in the summer of 2013. It was initially funded by a grant 
from Sport 50 which was a local initiative to encourage the more senior members of rural communities 
to participate in gentle sporting activities. We were able to purchase a croquet set and pay for some 
initial tuition. 
 
We were all rather green and hadn’t realised how complicated some of the rules of Association Croquet 
could be. However, there are several different croquet games, one mysteriously called ‘golf croquet’, 
which is less complicated and has more appeal for some of our players. 
 
We had no official ground to play on so played in several members’ gardens initially but since last 
summer, we have become members of Kingsdon Cricket Club. We are now able to play on a lawn 
specially created and maintained by Ben Carlisle, and a second lawn on the cricket outfield. Ben is in the 
process of laying a boule piste which will be ready for play very soon. Last year’s drought caused big 
problems for croquet lawns everywhere but we are pleased to say that our lawns have recovered 
splendidly and are playing well this season. 
 
We have averaged 28 games each year, playing from 2pm till 4pm on our Thursday Club Day, and have 
played away on occasion. Members are able to play any day other than the Sundays when the cricketers 
are playing a home game.  
 
Our hope is to join a league once we are a little more competent but the main reason for playing is to 
enjoy good company out of doors, not to mention the tea and cake at 4 o’clock. 
 
We would welcome new members or just come along for a taster session – tel Nina Carlisle on 840933 
or email ninacarlisle@talktalk.net 
 
 
Kingsdon afternoon report – provided by Richard South 
 



 
 
Church Report by Nick Allen 

I am sorry not to be able to present this Report in person, but unfortunately the amended date of the 
Annual Parish Meeting clashes with All Saints’ service of Holy Communion for Ascension Day. 
 
This has been another eventful year in the life of your Parish Church though we, like all the other 
members of the village community, were greatly saddened by the sudden death in February of Jill 
Waters who had been a valued member of the Church community for many years and a member of the 
Parochial Church Council for several years, and who will be much missed. 
 
We have managed more or less to balance our books in 2018 thanks to some spirited fund-raising by the 
PCC, and generous donations of £600 in 2018 and £750 in 2019 for the churchyard from the Kingsdon 
Parish Council, which were hugely appreciated, and of £500 from the Jubilee Fund. A good start to 2019 



has been made by the £2,400 raised by the incredibly successful concert held in St Michael’s Somerton 
on 28th April.  We were greatly indebted to our Treasurer Tony Steele-Perkins for securing the services of 
his famous trumpeter cousin Crispian in the staging of this concert at a very modest cost. 
 
A year ago I reported that our average attendance at services was 12-14 but I fear that in the 
intervening year, this has reduced to 10-12, and we find it incredibly difficult to attract new worshippers 
despite serious efforts to appeal to the wider village community.  We feel we are perhaps typical of the 
country as a whole which seems to attach less and less importance to weekly Church worship, despite 
the fact that many people still regard themselves as Christians.  Any support which members of the 
Kingsdon Parish Council can give us in this connection will be greatly appreciated as we still have to pay 
our Parish Share of over £8,000 per annum to the Diocese of Bath and Wells.  An indication of the lack of 
importance attached by the local community to Church worship is that in this Parish we have not held a 
single wedding or baptism in the Church for over five years, not to mention put forward a candidate for 
Confirmation, which statistic I personally find deeply depressing. 
 
I mentioned last year that we were facing our 5-yearly survey of the state of repair of the Church, but 
this still has not taken place though is promised soon.  I know from my own inspection that the gutters 
and down-pipes of the Church building are in a very poor state of repair and we would be in serious 
difficulty if for example we were faced with a bill of £5-£10,000 for essential maintenance and repairs 
and would again have to appeal to the wider village community for help. 
 
We have in the past year improved our sound and loop system and are now able to play hymns and 
other Church music through the medium of a lap-top computer which will become increasingly 
important as it becomes harder to secure the services of an organist. 
 
As in previous years, the Church was involved in the running of the annual village fete in August, which 
again included the running of the ever-popular Songs of Praise in the village marquee on the Sunday 
morning. 
 
One of the highlights of 2018 was the wonderful display of poppies and figurines which had been 
organised for the special Remembrance celebrations for the centenary of the ending of World War One 
by the Kingsdon Knitting Club last November.  An incredible amount of hard work went into the displays 
and the Church looked fantastic which even resulted in a photo in The Daily Mail. 
 
I am sorry if this report may sound rather downbeat and pessimistic but there is no point in beating 
around the bush, as the saying goes.  If there are any questions perhaps these could be relayed to me by 
the Clerk and I will try to provide answers. 
 
Art Group 
 
We meet here once a week on a Thursday to paint and help each other. 
 

Jubilee fund report by Andy Fryer – provided for the minutes 

Governance 
 
The Fund operates under a Declaration of Trust, which is unchanged from that submitted to last year’s 
meeting. 
 
2019 Planned Activity 
 

Date Activity Summary 

13 Jul 18 Yeovilton Air Day Picnic on the Village Field, bar and BBQ 



provided  

23-25 Aug 18 Kingsdon Festival Similar programme as previous few years 

TBD (Autumn 19) Quiz Night To be held in the village hall 

 
Business Plan 
 
The Fund has two objectives, in priority order: 
 

● Underwrite the costs of putting on village social events. 
● Fund enhancements to village facilities and infrastructure 

 
In order to meet first objective, the Fund requires £6,000 of working capital in order to cope with the 
cash flow challenges of paying for large items, such as marquee hire, well in advance of revenue being 
accrued from ticket sales. At the end of the year, if the Fund has increased significantly beyond this 
figure, the Trustees have the power to donate any surplus, in line with the second objective. In 2018, 
following a public ballot, a total of £1,000 was donated to the following: 
 
Moving of benches £200 
Church   £500 
Afternoon Club £100 
Flower tubs at shop £200 
 
Kingsdon Chronicle report by Wally Elliott – provided for the minutes 

On 30th September this year the Kingsdon Chronicle will be publishing its 146th Edition, 17 years of 
publishing and delivering (with a little help from my friends) to every household in Kingsdon, we haven’t 
missed a single month.  Something I am particularly proud of. 

Each month approximately 175 copies are printed for distribution either within the village or being 
posted further afield. It is also emailed to 83 people around Britain and to Australia, Canada, USA, 
Sweden & Italy apart from being posted on the website, in full colour!  11 residents have chosen to 
receive their Chronicle by Email. 
 
The Chronicle continues to receive requests for inclusion of articles, both from within the Village and 
increasingly from outside organisations as more and more people, both near and far become aware of 
the Chronicle existence since every copy is easily available on the village website.  
 
Financing the Chronicle:    Thanks to all paid up members of the 100+ club, the generosity of some 
parishioners and £130 annual contribution from the Parish Council means I no longer have to send out 
begging letters as I used to do before the 100+ club was started by Gillian Carnall, who continues to run 
the monthly draw.  
 
The total cost of Chronicle Production for last year was £2,622 with income being £2670 
I commenced 2019 with a fund total of £1,354 
 
For the information of new comers to Kingsdon, there is no charge for the Chronicle that is delivered to 
your door monthly, you can however support the production cost by joining the Kingsdon Chronicle 
100+ Club.  Membership is only £12 per person for the year, there is no restriction on the number of 
memberships per household. 
 

Kingsdon Cricket Club Report by Marilyn Elliott – provided for the minutes 



2018 was another enjoyable year for the club.   The club is indebted to Ben Carlisle who works tirelessly 
as our groundsman.  

With the folding of so many village cricket clubs, arranging fixtures has become something of a 
headache; it has meant that for the 2019 season we have a reduced fixture card, with fewer fixtures 
during August when most players are on holiday.   Another problem Kingsdon has, is having enough 
players. For many years now we have relied on guest players to make up our eleven, because people 
enjoy playing at Kingsdon this does help in getting a team together.  

Last year we had a very successful and profitable fund-raising event, a mouse racing evening organised 
by Phil Waters and Simon Rumbles.  The compare / commentator for the evening we were lucky to have 
our own Oli Bell of ITV Racing.   

The cost of running the club for the year was kept to £2,357. Income was £2,585. This meant we ended 
the year with a surplus of £228. 

After a lot of deliberation at the club AGM, it was unanimously agreed the Annual Subscription would be 
£100. This reflects the actual number of fixtures, with a Match Fee of £10. (Even with a reduced fixture 
list the cost of ground maintenance does not reduce accordingly,) 
  

Since the last report we have a mains water supply, we still however rely on a generator for electricity. 
  
 

The club has been fortunate over the years to have vice-presidents whose generous financial support 
has been much needed.  Unfortunately, vice-presidents are becoming harder to find.  We would 
welcome anyone who would like to become a vice-president to contact Marilyn.   
  
  

Everyone is welcome to come to home games to watch and enjoy some refreshments at the tea 
interval; we also have plenty of seating. 
 

Village Hall Report by Marilyn Elliott – provided for the minutes 
 
This report will not cover anything to do with a new village hall or the refurbishment of the present 
hall. 
 
The full management committee has met twice during the last year to maintain a smooth running of the 
facility.   
 
Usage of the Hall:  The hall continues to be used on a regular basis by various clubs and organizations as 
well as for private functions. During 2018 the hall was used on 318 occasions. 
The Bristol Scouts once again enjoyed camping in the hall just before Christmas and hope to be back 
again in December. 
A survey has been carried out looking at the Village Hall structure and possible life span.  This was 
unsatisfactory.  
A professional Fire Inspection has been carried out, over all the hall was deemed as safe with just a few 
additions required such as better signage on emergency exits and the installation of a smoke alarm. 
Each year the hire cost of the hall increases in line with the costs of running and maintaining the hall. 
The Kingsdon Village Hall A.G.M. will be held on Thursday 6th June 2019 in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm. 
 
 
 
 
 


