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Kingsdon 100 Club Draw                               
was made at the Shop on 9th  June 2019  

by Linda Parry 
 

The winners 

     1st    109   Alicia Thresh 

       2nd   104   David Beswick 

                         3rd   138   Carol Anderson 

Kingsdon Parish Council Monthly Meeting 
 

The next Parish Council Meting will be on Thursday 9th July at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall. 
All our welcome 

A brighter sign for Kingsdon 

  Would like to say thank you to some of those           

unsung people who help keep the wonderful area  we 

live in looking so bright and well sign posted. 

Came across John and Chris, cleaning and repainting 

the Kingsdon Finger Post from Lytes Cary. 

Looks very smart   -  Thank you  

Ian Dibben 

Help Wanted 

More helpers are needed for the Church Flowers. 
Only 2 weeks a year required 

If you can help please phone Norma 840727

Cream Tea afternoon for                                               
Village Shop Maintenance Fund 

 

When we looked out of our windows on Sunday 
morning and saw the blustery rain, all of us who had 
helped to organise the Cream Teas for the afternoon 
were not hopeful  Who in their right minds would 
venture out in such weather?  However, by lunchtime 
the rain had stopped, the wind had died down a little 
and the sun was shining. 
 

We never imagined we would sell so many cream 
teas, it was a really successful, happy after-
noon.  Something in the region of 50 teas were sold, 
plus raffle tickets and a few shop sales made, making 
a grand total of £240.19 all in the space of 2 hours. 
 

Jenny, Babs, Linda P and Linda R would like to 
thank all of you who made cakes and scones for the 
afternoon, and also to all of you who came along to 
support your Village Community Shop. 

 



All Saints Church 
 

Priest in Charge:   Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029  (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other occa-
sional services) 
Church Warden:  Mrs Bel Allan  Tel. 01935 840878 
Parochial Church Council: Secretary: Nicholas J. Allan Tel 01935 840878  Treasurer:  Tony Steele-Perkins  01935 840184 
Tower Captain:   Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344 

 

Church Services for July 
   

Sunday      7th   July                  11 a.m.                      Family Service                Jenny Gollop 

 Sunday    14th  July                    6 p.m.                      Evensong                          Joy Rattenbury 

Sunday     21st  July                    6 p.m.                      Evensong                          Rev Alan Symonds 

Sunday    28th   July                  9.30 am                      Holy Communion            Rev Adrian Hopwood                                        
 

                                         Flowers                                   Brass:  Joyce Limon 

Kingsdon Village Hall 
 

For all information  (except bookings)  contact: -    
David Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. 
Kingsdon TA11 7LL    Tel:01935 841453 
 

For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor 
Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444                                                     
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Bookings for July 2019 
 

Short Mat Bowls   Mondays 7.30pm - 9pm, 
and Tuesdays 10am - 12noon 
Table Tennis Club Tuesdays at 7.30pm 
Art Club  -  Thursdays 10am (Term time only) 
Puppy Training Sundays 9.30am . 
Parish Council Meeting -Thursday11th  
Practical Study Group Wednesday 10th  10am 
Charlton School  Monday 15th  8.30am - 
3.30pm 
Charlton School  Wednesday 17th 8.30am - 
8pm 
Charlton School  Thursday 18th  1pm - 8pm 

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club  
 

The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings  
between 7.30pm and 9.30pm.   If you are interested then please contact 
Martin Singleton on 841162 or just come along. 

Kingsdon Afternoon Club 
 

The Afternoon  Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 3pm 
in the Village Hall.  New members (any age) are always welcome.  For 
information contact Richards South  tel: 840912 

Kingsdon Boule & Croquet Club (New Venue) 
 

From 26th April members will meet at the Kingsdon Cricket Club 
ground every Thursday between 2pm and 4 pm weather permitting.  
The club welcomes new members or just come along to enjoy a taster 
session followed by tea and cake in the club house.  For more details 
contact Nina Carlisle  01935840933 or email ninacarlisle@talktalk.net 

Kingsdon Cricket Club 
 

 

Chairman /  Secretary :   Marilyn Elliott,   4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somerton,  TA11 7LW    Tel 01935 841444             
Mobile 07990673935.  Email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk    
 

Team Selection:  Ian Birrell   Watersmeet, Huish Episcopi, Langport. TA10 9HE  Tel 01458 259231      07817959709                              
 

Trustees: B. Carlisle, I. Birrell, J. Schofield 
 

Captain / Treasurer: J. Schofield     
 

President:  C.A. Napier.   
 

Vice-Presidents:  Jane Dalrymple, W. Elliott Esq. Beverley Fulton, R. Fulton Esq. D. Higson Esq, Leslie Higson, 
G.R. Hollaway Esq, J. Hutt Esq., Lady Joyce Limon, G. Osborne Esq, B. Paine Esq,   Gillian Paine,  Amanda 

Schofield, Isabelle Schofield,  Sally Smith,  D. Thomson Esq. 
 

The Kingsdon Chronicle 
 

The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation.  Cheques paya-
ble to ‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’   The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers If you wish me to 
publish an article,  please email your request with the details or send it in writing.  Requesting publication you are agreeing 
your article can be published on the Kingsdon website at:   http://www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/      Please  ensure I 
acknowledge receipt.  Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views 
of The Kingsdon Chronicle production  team. The editor will assume that all material supplied is original, or from copyright 
free sources.  (It is the contributor’s responsibility to gain any necessary permissions and to provide acknowledgments).” Ed-
itor:  Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW  Tel 01935 841444,    Mobile 07990673935,                       
Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com    www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/ 
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The Kingsdon Jubilee Fund Trustees 
 

    Chairman: Andy Fryer,  Secretary: Martin Gilmore, Treasurer: Tim Taylor,                                                                                                               
Ian Dibben,  Mark Freeman,  Beverley Fulton,  Robert Fulton,  Chris Taylor,  Keith Thomas                                       

Kingsdon Knitting Club 
(Knitting for Good Causes) 

The Knitters meet on the second Saturday of the month at 10.30am to 
midday in the Community Shop.  For information please contact:    
Linda Rumbles 01935 840132 or Babs Conway 01935 841811 



From the Vicarage 
 

With many of the newly built houses now occupied we are seeing a lot of new faces in our Town. Some are peo-
ple who have moved within Somerton, some are returning back to the Town in which they grew up, and some are 
here for the first time, and each will have an influence on our community in this place. How do we welcome 
them, how do we make them feel at home, how do they fit in to this community? 
 

Somerton has been a friendly place, welcoming to new residents and visitors alike, many of us know each other 
and numbers have lived in the Town all of their lives. This helps to create a close bond in our community and 
hopefully a sense of caring for each other. Of course our community is not perfect, yes we have strengths but we 
also have weaknesses, but then community is not an object it is a collection of flawed people and so it should be 
no surprise that our community is also flawed. As Jean Vanier, the founder of the L’Arche Communities, said “It 
is only when we stand up, with all our failings and sufferings, and try to support others rather than withdraw into 
ourselves, that we can fully live the life of community.” 
 

So we all have a part to play in both supporting the new comers, listening to their concerns and needs, but also 
helping them to fit in with and support our existing strengths too. For example some need encouragement to meet 
the eyes of complete strangers and to wish them good morning. Hopefully they will also begin to help us in return 
with some of our existing weaknesses, for example car parking and litter. 
 

Again as Jean Vanier said "A community which refuses to welcome - whether through fear, weariness, insecurity, 
a desire to cling to comfort, or just because it is fed up with visitors - is dying spiritually." We are alive, let us 
keep it that way. 
 

With every blessing     Alan Symonds 
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An amazing total  

A huge thanks to           

everybody who             

supported and             

sponsored me  

 Your efforts                 

contributed to the 

1/2 million pounds 

raised at the          

London              

Marathon                         
by the                        

Leukaemia Care          

runners   



Page 4 

My sister and I, along with our dad, 
Rode bikes everywhere, cause no car we had. 

Sadly with us, poor mum did not roam, 
Could not ride a bike, so she stayed at home. 

 

This state of affairs, our dad did not like, 
So off he went out, and bought mum a bike. 

Mum said, ‘That’s no good, cause I cannot ride,  
‘I’ll soon show you how’ dad glibly replied. 

 

‘Cooks Cary road, we’ll have a go there, 
Not too much traffic and no one to stare.’ 

My sister and I thought we’d not be outdone, 
We went down as well this is going to be fun. 

 

Mum got her leg over and perched on the seat, 
And onto the pedals she put both her feet, 

She didn’t fall over as we thought she might’ 
Dad held on the saddle and kept her upright 

 

He gave her a push and said ‘peddle my sweet, 
I’ll run on behind and hold onto the seat. 
So then she obeyed him a little too well, 
And dad had to run like a bat out of hell. 

 

Mum wobbled, dad trotted for many a week, 
Mum tried very hard to improve her technique. 

Dad let go one day and a bit of a hitch, 
When mum saw he’d gone she fell off in the ditch. 

 

Well dad thought that mum had got into her stride, 
And to Butleigh Monument he thought we would ride.  

We got past Kingweston but not very far, 
Mum panicked and nearly got hit by a car. 

 

Dad was so concerned at poor mother’s plight, 
We turned and went home we had all had a fright. 

Mum’s cycling career was on permanent hold 
Enough was enough and her bicycle sold.  

 

MUM ON A BIKE 
By Peter Crowter 

Kingsdon footpath L18/4 
 

Many thanks to Merv Atwell for taking the time out to clear the path through the field below the Old Limekiln field on the 
way out to Lytes Cary.  Also the chap with the scythe who has trimmed back round the gates and the next field down. The 
path is now well and truly open again. 

 

I would also like to take this opportunity to remind dog walkers that whilst most are responsible and keep their dogs under 
control and pick up their dogs poo,  there are still some who don’t show this respect. Please tidy up after you and make sure 
your pet is always under control . 
 

Ian Dibben    Kinsdon Footpaths Officer 



    Martin Singleton visits Jim Masters 

Kingsdon Afternoon Club visit to S.S. Great Britain 
 
 
On Wednesday 19th June, the Kingsdon  Afternoon 
Club spent a very enjoyable and informative day in 
Bristol, visiting S S Great  Britain. A mini coach 
seating 16 people was organised by Richard South 
and arrived in Bristol at 11.45am allowing the 
group 5 hours to explore the ship and visit the two 
museums. It was a wonderful day and the rain 
stayed away, allowing us to see everything. Wins-
low Bassham was the only one brave enough to 
climb the rigging on the main mast and received a 
certificate for his bravery! 
 
On behalf of the club we would like to thank Rich-
ard for arranging this visit. 
 
The next meeting is on Wednesday 24th July at 
3pm for the annual Tea Party held at the cricket 
club . All are welcome 

 Martin visited Jim on the  afternoon of 20th June  at 

The Old Vicarage Care Home, Vicarage Lane,  Al-

lithwaite, Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria,  and found 

him in fine fettle.  Jim is in a very good home with ex-

cellent staff. 
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Calling all Poets, Writers, Artists, Photographers,                                      
Arts & Crafts Hobbyists, Gardeners and Cake Makers    

   Both young and old. 
 

The Kingsdon Chronicle in conjunction with the Kingsdon Festival Committee invite entries to 
the Kingsdon Festival Arts & Crafts competition and exhibition on Saturday 24th August 2019.   
The Theme for the Poetry, Writing, Art & Photography will be Somerset Fauna & Flora. There 
will be  categories for 16’s & under and over 16’s .  Helping with the Art & Photography judging 
will be award winning NCE qualified photojournalist Laura Jones. 
 

Children's Garden on a Plate Competition 

Entries to be taken to the Festival Marquee on the village field opposite the Kingsdon Inn between 10am 
and 11am on Saturday 24th August.  More Festival news at Kingsdon.org 
 

For more details please phone Wally on 01935 841444,  Mobile 07990673935,   Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com    
 

Kingsdon Festival Cake Baking Competition 
 

Victoria Sponge cake (Adults)  or 6 Cup Cakes (Children)                                                          
both with summer holiday decorations theme. 

                   To be judged by . 
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WHATS HAPPENING TO THE VILLAGE HALL? 
 

 

GET AN UPDATE  FROM THE WORKING GROUP 
 
 

AND FEED BACK YOUR OWN OPINION 
 
 

SATURDAY 29
TH

 JUNE 
 
 

1000-1200  at the Village Hall 
 
 

ALL KINGSDON RESIDENTS WELCOMED 
 
 

PLEASE COME! 

KINGSDON VILLAGE HALL 
 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
 

VACANCIES 
 

Fundraiser 
 

Following observations made during the  recent  2019 Kingsdon Village Hall AGM referring to successful FUND-
RAISING activities for the village hall some twenty years ago, the management committee have decided  to revis-
it this idea and  advertise for a Fundraising  Co-ordinator . 
 

The FUNDRAISER will be responsible for initiating and organizing village wide fundraising events and activities 
to raise additional funds to supplement the current  hall   rental incomes and  contribute to the general upkeep, 
maintenance and day to day running of the village hall. As the role develops, it is envisaged that wider  charity 
sector local, regional, national etc fundraising may be explored. 
 

Interested Villagers possibly with some prior expertise and/or knowledge of the general  area  of  charity fundrais-
ing and willing to volunteer for this role are warmly invited to apply in writing with brief personal details and rele-
vant experience: 
 

Maintenance Co Ordinator 
 

To be up to date of the infrastructure services fixture and fitting of the village hall. 
Maintain a site plan, asset list is to be maintained of all fixtures and fittings. 
Work with village hall management team to create a maintenance plan. 
Provide a budget cost for proposed maintenance work. 
Work with village hall management team to prioritise proposed work. 
Organise community working parties to undertake maintenance work. 
All working parties to be fully risk assessed. 
Get fully costed quotations for external contractors to undertake projects. 
Work with external contractors to check public liability insurance,                                                                             
and RAMs prior to any work being undertaken 
To coordinate external contractors 
 
The Chairman,  Kingsdon Village Hall 
4 Manor Close 
Kingsdon 
TA11 7LW 
01935 841444 
 
Email: : marilyn,elliott@hotmail.co,uk 

Page 8 



Page 9 

Cllr. Susan J. Mackay 
Cottage Barn, Top Street,  

Kingsdon TA117JU 
Tel: 01935  840023 

sjmackay@kingsdon.net  

Member of Parliament for 
Somerton & Frome 

David Warburton 
Unit G9, Woodside Court,                      

Dairy House Yard, Sparkford, BA22 7LH 
Tel: 01373 580500 

Email: david@warburton.org.uk 

Cllr. David Beswick  
Chairman 

Arnor, Top Street, Kingsdon TA11 7JU 
Email:  david-beswick@sky.com         

Tel: 01935 840795     
(environment, allotments, trees and church link) 

Kate Hatt  
Kingsdon Parish Council Clerk               
Bluebell House, Mow Barton Road,   

Kingsdon.. TA11 7DX    Tel: 01935 841275   
Email kingsdonclerk@btinternet.com.  

Cllr. Brian Paine  
Vice-Chairman 

Westgate, Top Street, Kingsdon TA11 7JU                    
Email: b.paine253@btinternet.com                          

Tel: 01935 842058    
(Former school field parish council link ) 

Cllr. Phillip Waters                                       
The Old Bakery, Chapel Hill, Kingsdon TA11 7LN 

phillipwaters@hotmail.co.uk                                       
Tel: 07815898065 

(Trees, Drains, Ditches, Litter and Flytipping,                                    
working party of field) 

Cllr. Ian Dibben 
27 Kingsdon  TA11 7LF 

 Email:  iandibbs@btinternet.com          
Tel: 01935 840726  Mobile 07840 364 348  

(Village hall link and footpaths) 

Cllr. Guy Osborne 
Delimara, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon TA11 7LL                               

osborneskingsdon@gmail.com                    
Tel: 01935 841137           07951067872 

(Highways, verges and footpaths)  

Cllr. Wallace Elliott  
4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW 

wallyelliott@hotmail.com 
Tel: 01935 841444      07990 673935 
(Village field, emergency contact person,       

communications, playground checks)  

County Councillor   

Dean Ruddle 
Freshfields, Cartway Lane,              

Somerton, Somerset,  TA11 6JH  
Tel: 07976 556054                              

Email: ddruddle@somerset.gov.uk  

South Somerset District Councillor 
Northstone, Ivelchester & St Michael's Ward 

Tony Capozzoli  
5 Church Street,   Ilchester,  YEOVIL, 
BA22 8LW.  Phone:  01935 840011.   

Email:                                                   

tony.capozzoli@southsomerset.gov.uk 

South Somerset District Councillor 
Northstone, Ivelchester & St Michael's Ward 

Charlie Hull 
Footsteps, High Street,                         

Charlton Adam, Somerton. 
07979 917882                                                   

charliehull 2015@ gmail.com  

South Somerset District Councillor 
Northstone, Ivelchester & St Michael's Ward 

Paul Rowsell 
The Halfway House Inn, Country Lodge, 

Chilthorn Domer, Yeovil   
01935 840350  

mailto:sjmackay@kingsdon.net
mailto:iandibbs@btinternet.com


                                                                 
  DRAFT MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 

THURSDAY 13th JUNE 2019 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm 
 
Parishioner comment time: 
Parishioner would like to contribute to item 8. 
Parishioner would like to possibly comment on item 10. 
 

Present:  Mr David Beswick (Chairman); Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman),  Mr G. Osborne, Mr P.Waters , Mr W Elliott ,     
Mr I Dibben (Parish Councillors); Mr C.Hull (District councillor); Mr D Ruddle (County Councillor), Mrs Kate Hatt (Parish 
Clerk) and Mr K. Tridgell (RFO) plus 19 parishioners. 
 

1. Apologies:   Mrs S Mackay and Mr T. Capozzoli. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest:  None other than those already declared. 
 

3. Minutes:  The minutes of the annual parish council meeting, the monthly Parish Council meeting held on the 16th May 
2019, and the annual parish meeting held on the 30th May 2019, which had been previously circulated, were proposed by 
B.Paine and seconded by G.Osborne, and unanimously approved and signed. 
 
4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items:   W.Elliott has looked further into playground inspection quotations. He 
checked again with the company who were offering to do it for £55, it is all correct and the best quotation. 
 
W.Elliott proposed we accept this quotation, G.Osborne seconded, all in favour. 
Action – K.Hatt to book the company. 
 

5. Chairman’s Report:  Nothing to report. 
 
6. Correspondence:   Yeovil Shop mobility sent a letter to thank us for our £20 donation. 
G.Osbourne is still trying to get signs for free of charge to stop lorries, he is confident that he can get them free, will report 
back again shortly. 
 

7. 1  and 7.2 Finance- report and cheque signing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

KPC Account Opening balance as at 01.05.2019 £21,146.06 

  Net Cheque /Standing Order Balance £1,477.40 

  
Payments/Transfer In 17th May 2019
-Allotment fees £224.00 

  Transfer Out £0.00 

  Closing Balance as at 31.05.2019 £19,892.66 

  
Uncleared Items  - SALC Affilliation 
fees 2019/20 £97.77 

  True Balance as at 31.05.2019 £19,794.89 

   

Savings Account Opening balance as at 01.05.2019 £19,258.43 

  Net Cheque Balance £0.00 

  Interest - Nil £0.00 

  Transfer In £0.00 

  Transfer Out -   

  Closing Balance as at 31.05.2019 £19,258.43 

   

Asset Savings Account Opening balance as at 01.05.2019 £14,020.47 

  Transfer In -   

  Interest  Nil £0.00 

  Transfer Out £0.00 

  Closing Balance as at 31.05.2019 £14,020.47 
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Is it worth putting any current account money into a saving account, what is the interest like? 
It is probably not worth to keep moving small amounts as it does make the figures easier for everyone to see. However as it 
is such a large amount in the current K.Tridgell will be moving £12,000 into savings. 
 

These payments were proposed by W.Elliott, seconded by I.Dibben, all in favour. 
 

7.3 Accounting Statement and Annual Governance Statement:   As we have less than £25,000 and we are a small author-
ity, we don’t need to do an external audit. We still need to publish accounts and undergo a local audit. Certain documents 
need to be made available and these need to be signed. 
 

Action – copy to Ian for website, and paper copy to K.Hatt for the notice board – K.Tridgell. 
 
8. Village Hall:  Duncan updated us on the village hall, there will be a meeting for the village on Saturday 29th June at 10am, 
to see a presentation, ask questions and be involved. He is happy to be emailed etc to hear comments.                                                              
His email is duncangmoore@hotmail.co.uk 
 

9. Bollards on Frog Lane:    W.Elliott has received communication from a local resident saying that the bollards have been 
there a long time and look unattractive, could they be removed? 
D.Beswick explained that we previously looked at stopping the parking as many were parking and obstructing emergency 
vehicles. Other options were looked at such as double yellow lines and no parking signs. Bollards have improved the situa-
tion greatly. 
A parishioner also agreed that it would not be appropriate to take them down. 
B.Paine felt it was not necessary to take them down. 
G.Osborne wondered if we could trial removing them. 
The idea of having alternate discs may improve the look, take some away. But we cannot take away all the bollards as this 
road must be kept clear and they are working. 
 
Action – D.Beswick to look into discs. 
 
10. Air Day in the Field: 
Andy Fryer has written to ask permission to have a BBQ for air day on the parish field. 
It is organised by the jubilee committee, which is on the parish council field and has councillors on, therefore our insurance 
will cover it. I.Dibben will be doing a risk assessment. 
 
B.Paine proposed that we grant this permission, W.Elliott seconded, all in favour. 
 

11. Comments from Richard South and Phyll Winsor 
Richard South read his letter in response to the chairman’s report in the minutes previously. The letter can be seen attached.  
(Page 13) 
R.South, would like D.Beswick to accept that the working group was a meaningful and significant reality, that if it wasn’t 
for the groups involvement then the referendum would not have taken place and would like him to retract and rephrase the 
many phrases that were insulting. 
Many people did ‘put their money where their mouth is’ by holding a referendum. 
 
D.Beswick responded by saying that he did not use either the word meaningless or insignificant.  Those were R. South’s 
words.  Over four years ago when originally elected to the Parish Council he received 169 votes; slightly more than the 160 
signatures on the petition, some of which were signed in the same hand and some of which were from people out of the Par-
ish. 
If the members of the action group had put their name forward they have become councillors too and R. South could have 
been sitting in this chair. 
D. Beswick emphasised that the referendum was always in the KPC plan and not the result of any lobbying. 
The petition asked KPC to be more open, provide more info and have a vote; all of these were carried out, many before they 
were ever requested. 
 
G.Osborne – Pointed out that in the early years of this Parish Council they had set up regular surgeries in the Village Shop to 
which no one came. 
 
D.Beswick regretted if the phrase  to put your money where your mouth is’, caused any upset but it was a metaphor and to 
him, it was just a figure of speech.  
  
Phyll Windsor read her letter. The letter can be seen attached. (Page 13) 

Clerk Services Standing Order  of £100pm June 2019 until 
further notice 

  

Kate Hatt - Clerk services £100.00 

Laptop repair - Somerton computing £49.00 

TOTAL EXPENDITURE - April 2019 £149.00 

Amount approval (less pre approved clerk) £49.00 
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She asked if D. Beswick could try to br more polite? 
D. Beswick will try to choose his words more carefully/ 
 

D.Beswick regretted that these matters which could have been  emailed to him, and settled amicably, had to be brought up at 
a meeting. 
Given that she said the action group accepted the result of the referendum, he asked whether there would be any further ac-
tion to stop the development by your group. 
Phyll Winsor thought this unlikely but at this juncture they haven’t seen the plans yet. 
 

Another parishioner – the last minute changes of the land being available freehold happened because of our action group. 
D.Beswick – stated that, No, it was because of very careful negotiations by Duncan Moore, assisted by Guy Osborne, every 
week G.Osborne would ask for them to gift the land. 
The estate changed it at the last minute, not us, they surprised us too. He had the information at the last minute, and given all 
the earlier comments about lack of information he had to disclose this.  Would the action group have preferred that the infor-
mation was withheld? 
Duncan confirmed that in his discussions with the Kingsdon Estate, his argument was that we would be better placed obtain-
ing grants if the land for the village hall was held freehold rather than on a lease. 
 
12. Date of next meeting:  11th July 2019. 
 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.15pm 

Planning Applications Received & Determined by South Somerset D.C.  

Application No: 19/01433/TCA  

Location: 21 Kingsdon Somerton Somerset TA11 7LE 

Proposal:  Application to carry out tree works within a conservation area  

Application Status: Application permitted 

 

Application No:  19/00933/HOU  

Applicant:  Mr Chris Fitzgerald  

Location: Boschetto, Threeways, Kingsdon, Somerton, TA11 7LF  

Proposal: Formation of lobby in garage with through floor lift and second storey extension to give disabled access to 

ground and first floor.  

Application Status:  Application Permitted with conditions. 
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Massacre in Kingsdon 
 
Last Thursday ( 20 June ) we were away from the house for about 4 hours. When we left we could hear a strimmer 
being used and assumed it was grass being cut at the front of the empty plot in Manor Road which normally was 
carried out to keep the area tidy and improve driver visibility. 
 
When we returned it was to utter devastation. The entire site had been brutally hacked down to ground level. 
 
While we appreciate that the owners have a right to cut back the growth that has occurred over the past few 
years, we consider that it would have been more beneficial to flora and fauna to have delayed this action until 
the end of July. We have subsequently checked with the Council, and they have confirmed that the end of July 
is the correct time to cut back hedges, etc . 
 
This Spring we have enjoyed the birds visiting our garden and bringing their fledglings in for food. It is extremely 
heartbreaking to see adult birds obviously looking for their nests and chicks. Many birds that were coming to our  
garden have seemingly disappeared; others that come now are very nervous if we are in the garden. 
 
In these  days of disappearing habitats every space is precious no matter how small. We feel that there is a moral 
responsibility on all of us to protect our wildlife not only for our generation bur for the generations to come. We 
only have one Planet Earth and it desperately needs all our help. 
 
Petrina and Grahame 



Mr Beswick, 

  

 I wish to respond to the Chairman's report in the draft minutes 11th April 2019 - re self appointed action group. 
 
I do not agree with the published statement, and would like to put forward the POSITIVE actions achieved by the group for 
the benefit of the village. 
We had over 160 signatures from the petition requesting more information from the parish council, allowing the village to 
have an official vote which returned 126 for development- 120 against, indicating a split village. This was a democratic vote 
and accepted by our group. We have had no need to involve ourselves or the village in any more altercations and cannot un-
derstand why you have found it necessary to include this paragraph in the draft minutes. 
At last I felt the village had begun to return to normal until I heard these comments at the parish council meeting in April 
knowing it would resurrect the recent turmoil that we hope had been buried. 
 
Phyllida Winsor 
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        MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON  
THURSDAY MAY 30th 2019 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.00pm 

 

Present: Mr D. Beswick (Chairman); Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman); W.Elliott, G. Osborne, S. Mackay , Mr I Dibben (Parish 
Councillors); Mr T. Cappazoli  (district councilor) and Mrs. K Hatt (Parish Clerk) plus parishioners. 
 

D.Beswick began the meeting:     Welcome everybody. Can I just remind everyone that this is a Parish meeting, not a coun-
cil meeting and is held to give representatives of groups and organisations within the village the opportunity to tell people 
what they have been up to and perhaps what they are planning for the coming year.  There will be an opportunity to ask 
questions of the various presenters if you so wish but no council business please. 
 

The Chairman, Mr D. Beswick, gave the following report:   My report is a brief summary of what the council has been up 
to this year but I do not intend to re-open any of the issues that have arisen in the past twelve months. 
 

In the spring we finally had permission from the Kingsdon Estate to discuss details of some of their plans for their land hold-
ing within the village which included a possible option for a site to build a new village hall.  We held a meeting in June to 
discuss the future of the village hall and also tabled a proposal by the Estate to submit plans for a small development on the 
outskirts of the village.  A vote at the meeting consented to the disposal of the current village hall should that prove to be the 
preferred way forward and further discussion on the Estate’s development proposal was scheduled for Parish Meeting in 
October.   
 

Part of the Estate’s proposal was to provide to the Parish on a long term lease (999 years), the recreation field, the allotment 
field, part of the field on Pitts Lane and a site for a new village hall, should we support their successful application for plan-
ning permission. 
 

As a result of that meeting, a further consultation process was initiated by an action group opposed to the development plans 
and the council agreed to hold a village referendum once the final way ahead from the Estate had been confirmed.  It was 
also agreed to establish a working group to look at a cost benefit analysis on whether to build a new hall or refurbish the ex-
isting one. The referendum was held in January and by a slim majority, the village voted in favour of supporting the Estates 
proposal. It is worth noting that on the day before the referendum forms were to be delivered, the Estate changed their offer 
to a gift of the freehold of the land rather than a long term lease. 
 

The Estate are now in the detailed planning phase and will come back to the council to discuss their plans when that is com-
pleted.  If they are successful, we will then start the legal process to transfer the freehold of the land to the Parish. 
 

The Village Hall working group will be reporting to the Village Hall Committee AGM next Thursday. 
 

That completes my report.  Are there any questions? 
 

Report from Dean Ruddle (County Councillor) – this was provided to be included in the minutes 
It has been another difficult financial year for SCC. 
It became apparent from the second quarterly financial report that we were going to have an over spend of around £18m for 
the year end. 
However due to extra funding from central government ,extra new home bonus and being excepted as part of the new Busi-
ness rates pilot program, we have ended the year with a £1m under spend. This is very good news . 
However once again this year will be tough with large savings still needed. 
 

Continuing Library services within our local area:  At the being of last year our library services within Somerset were up for 
review. 
The county council needed to make saving of up to £400,000 from this service. 
Subsequently some libraries were under threat of closure and unfortunately Somerton was one of them. 
Working with the Friends of Somerton Library, officers of Somerset county council, Somerton town council and with the 
help of grants from various parish council including Kingsdon, we have secured the library from closing. 
 

The Unitary Authority debate is still ongoing with SCC having inviting partners including District Councils to enter into a 
conversation looking at options for introducing a unitary model of local government into Somerset. Whilst this is the very 
start of discussions it could see the abolition of the six current councils including the County Council and the establishment 
or one, two or some other configuration of single-tier authorities. 
Initial estimates show that between £18 and £28 million pound could be released annually to invest into front line services as 
well as providing the public with greater clarity through a single point of contact on public services. SCC has also stressed 
the increased role that Town and Parishes would be able to play in the governance of the County to ensure local participa-
tion and consideration. The next stage is for willing partners to debate the approach before moving to a business case(s) and 
then Government consideration. 
 

I have secured many highway improvement schemes locally and will continue to fight our corner for better improvements. 
 

Being elected to both SCC and SSDC has huge benefits .This allows me to bring together officers from both authorities add-
ing additional benefits to the residents within our area. 
 

I believe working together with the community is the best way of working. 
I will continue to work with local people to try and help them achieve what they want. 
  

Report by District Councillor David Norris – this was provided to be included in the minutes: 
I reported last year that South Somerset District Council was going through a very difficult time.  After a long period when 
the financial position of the council was not in question it has very quickly changed so that the budget projected a deficit of 
£2.5m per year if no steps were taken to remedy the situation.  The principle reason for this dramatic change in fortune is a 
change in central government support to local authority funding.  The main activity this year has been to put those remedies 
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in place.  These fall into 2 categories: Transformation and Income Generation.  
Transformation - The Transformation programme is a root and branch change in the way the Council conducts its business.  
Up to now the council has been organised with departments, for example Licensing, Planning, Revenues and Benefits, Health 
and Leisure, each working within its own stove pipe and manned by experts in the field.  This was inefficient because much 
of the routine work did not need to be carried out by experts, and there was substantial duplication of administrative func-
tions in the departments.  The new model is for customers issues to be handled by a central team of case workers who would 
draw on specialists as and when they were needed.  This should result in a 30% reduction in manpower.  The new model 
started to be rolled out in January and should be fully in place by the end of May.  It is disappointing to note that this process 
has led to the resignation of many first-rate officers who will be very difficult to replace, and a number of consultants have 
had to be hired to fill the gaps left.  The second big change that the transformation process has brought is that customers are 

being encouraged to conduct their business with the council using a new interactive website.  This model is the future; 
however, we are all going to have to show some patience as it is rolled out and the staff get used to the new method of work-
ing.  
Income Generation In addition to saving money in the way it conducts its business, the Council has embarked on an Income 
Generation programme.  Fundamentally this comprises investing in property and other projects both within and outside of the 
council area.  The aim was always stated to achieve a 7% return on each investment, but we learned last month that this did 
not include the cost of any loans taken.  For information, the CEO and Council Leader have been authorised to borrow up to 
£95m to make purchases.  To date, the Council has purchased Marks & Spenser and Wilco in Yeovil, and invested in a local 
Company called Opium Holdings to build a housing estate in Marlborough and battery storage complex near Taunton.  
Local Plan - Last year I also reported that the Local plan had been deemed out of date because we were not meeting the de-
velopment targets by some margin.  The consequence of this is there is a presumption in favour of sustainable development 
which leaves our market towns and villages vulnerable to excessive development.  I regret that this situation still exists.  The 
council is working on amending the Local Plan which is scheduled to go out on public consultation in June this year.  It is 
unfortunate that the revised plan does not propose a reduction in the level of required development so it is difficult to see how 
it will solve the root problem.  I hope I am wrong.  Of greater concern for me is it proposes a new band in the settlement hier-
archy called Villages.  In Northstone Ward this will include Keinton Mandeville and The Charltons.  This sets a level of de-
velopment required in these villages, but other than that there are no specific policies for them.  These villages will lose the 
protection they had by the former policy SS2.  It is essential that everyone takes part in the consultation process and demand 
specific policies especially one to spread any development evenly across all villages, and a regular review to confirm they 
still qualify as a sustainable location and thus fulfill the requirements to qualify as a village in the hierarchy.  
   

And Finally, it has been a huge honour to represent Kingsdon and the Northstone Ward for the past 4 years.  I am not stand-
ing in the May elections as I have decided to retire and spend ‘more time with my family’.  A euphemism I know, but I really 
mean it as I plan to spare my wife from our long cold damp winters and take her to warmer climes for extended periods.  I 
wish all in Kingsdon well, and offer my help and support to my successors, whoever they may be. 
 
Tony Cappazoli addressed the meeting:   He introduced himself and explained that he wants to get the chairmen and clerks 
of the local councils together and exchange ideas. It will be held on Friday 28thJune 7pm, halfway Inn, Chilthorne Domer. 
 
Neighbourhood Watch Report by Martin Singleton, Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator:  I am not aware of any crime 
occurring in the village over the past year and let’s hope that it continues that way. 
 

We have a new PCSO 9289 Emma Reeves who is stationed at Wincanton Police Station and can be contacted on 101 or on 
email Emma.Reeve@avonandsomerset.police.uk 
 

The Kingsdon Chronicle and emails have again been used successfully to circulate information to residents, for which we 
thank Wally Elliott and Kate Hatt. Further items of interest relating to NHW are displayed on the notice board in the Com-
munity Shop. 
We must however not be complacent and be always vigilant as to our surroundings.  In emergency situations dial 999 or if 

non-urgent e.g. if you have information about a crime, phone the police on 101. (This has a connection charge of 15p, none 

of which goes to the police) If wished you can call anonymously to the independent charity CRIME STOPPERS on 0800 555 

111 

Table tennis club by Martin Singleton:  The Table Tennis Club, which is in its twentieth year, meets in the Village Hall 
every Tuesday evening between 7.30pm and 9.30pm. The members play doubles on two tables and although open to all resi-
dents, some experience of having played the game in the past is preferable. The current subscription is £2.00 a week. There is 
no age limit as we have a member in his twenties and another in his nineties. 
 

Many members retreat afterwards to the Kingston Inn to rehydrate! 
 
Telephone Library Kiosk by Martin Singleton:  The Village Library/Book Exchange is located in the old red BT tele-
phone kiosk situated in School Road, which was purchased about six years ago by the Parish Council for the sum of £1.00. It 
was in a poor state and was restored to its former glory by John Yates and Martin Singleton.  The book shelves were made by 
the late Mick Conway.  The restoration, which was funded by donations from residents and from Somerton Windows, cost 
around £700.00. It was officially opened by Charlie Higson on the 28th September 2013. In summer of 2018 it was repainted 
externally.  
PLEASE DO NOT LEAVE LARGE PILES OF BOOKS IN THE KIOSK, AS ALTHOUGH I REGULARLY PAY ATTEN-

TION TO IT, I END UP HAVING TO TAKE SURPLUS BOOKS TO CHARITY SHOPS IN SOMERTON. IT IS IN-

TENDED AS A BOOK EXCHANGE. 
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Kingsdon Community Shop by Martin Singleton:    The shop is now entering its sixth year of trading after opening on the 
8th March 2014    Thanks to a solid foundation supervised by village resident Rosemary Russell, for the past couple of years 
it has been run by a committee assisted by a large number of volunteers.  The shop is open from 8-4 on weekdays with late 
night shopping on Thursdays until 7pm. Saturday hours are 8-1.  The shop is often open for a few hours on Bank Holidays.  
 

Anyone who has not visited the shop is missing out on the very wide range of excellent products available. It is however ap-
preciated that due to full time employment, it may not be possible.  It is more than a convenience store and stocks many lo-
cally sourced products. During the summer months excess plants and vegetables are often given by residents for donations to 
the shop.  The shop also provides a good venue for a social chat with tea, coffee and cakes etc around the tables. The premis-
es have also been used out of hours for committee meetings. 
 

The shop’s income is sufficient to keep the business going but not to employ anyone part-time. Many thanks go to ALL our 
volunteers but special thanks go to those who are involved in the ordering and collection of the products plus the finance, 
namely Marilyn and Wally Elliott, Ann Leahy, Tim Owen and Andy Fryer.  A big thank you also goes to Jackie Ellis who 
provides the wonderful cakes. The floral display during the summer enhances the appearance of the shop for which we again 
thank Wally and Marilyn. 
 

THE COMMUNITY SHOP IS A WONDERFUL ASSET TO THE VILLAGE BUT IN ORDER FOR US TO KEEP IT GO-
ING FOR THE REMAINDER OF THE 25 year LEASE, IT NEEDS THE SUPPORT OF RESIDENTS BOTH FINAN-
CIALLY AND AS VOLUNTEERS. 
 

Boule and Croquet Club by Nina Carlisle (Treasurer):   The club was started by a group of villagers in the summer of 
2013. It was initially funded by a grant from Sport 50 which was a local initiative to encourage the more senior members of 
rural communities to participate in gentle sporting activities. We were able to purchase a croquet set and pay for some initial 
tuition. 
 

We were all rather green and hadn’t realised how complicated some of the rules of Association Croquet could be. However, 
there are several different croquet games, one mysteriously called ‘golf croquet’, which is less complicated and has more ap-
peal for some of our players. 
 

We had no official ground to play on so played in several members’ gardens initially but since last summer, we have become 
members of Kingsdon Cricket Club. We are now able to play on a lawn specially created and maintained by Ben Carlisle, 
and a second lawn on the cricket outfield. Ben is in the process of laying a boule piste which will be ready for play very soon. 
Last year’s drought caused big problems for croquet lawns everywhere but we are pleased to say that our lawns have recov-
ered splendidly and are playing well this season. 
 

We have averaged 28 games each year, playing from 2pm till 4pm on our Thursday Club Day, and have played away on oc-
casion. Members are able to play any day other than the Sundays when the cricketers are playing a home game.  
 

Our hope is to join a league once we are a little more competent but the main reason for playing is to enjoy good company 
out of doors, not to mention the tea and cake at 4 o’clock. 
 

We would welcome new members or just come along for a taster session – tel Nina Carlisle on 840933 or email ninacar-
lisle@talktalk.net 
 

Kingsdon afternoon report                                                                         
provided by Richard South 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 16 



Church Report by Nick Allen:    I am sorry not to be able to present this Report in person, but unfortunately the amended 
date of the Annual Parish Meeting clashes with All Saints’ service of Holy Communion for Ascension Day. 
 

This has been another eventful year in the life of your Parish Church though we, like all the other members of the village 
community, were greatly saddened by the sudden death in February of Jill Waters who had been a valued member of the 
Church community for many years and a member of the Parochial Church Council for several years, and who will be much 
missed. 
 

We have managed more or less to balance our books in 2018 thanks to some spirited fund-raising by the PCC, and generous 
donations of £600 in 2018 and £750 in 2019 for the churchyard from the Kingsdon Parish Council, which were hugely appre-
ciated, and of £500 from the Jubilee Fund. A good start to 2019 has been made by the £2,400 raised by the incredibly suc-
cessful concert held in St Michael’s Somerton on 28th April.  We were greatly indebted to our Treasurer Tony Steele-Perkins 
for securing the services of his famous trumpeter cousin Crispian in the staging of this concert at a very modest cost. 
 

A year ago I reported that our average attendance at services was 12-14 but I fear that in the intervening year, this has re-
duced to 10-12, and we find it incredibly difficult to attract new worshippers despite serious efforts to appeal to the wider 
village community.  We feel we are perhaps typical of the country as a whole which seems to attach less and less importance 
to weekly Church worship, despite the fact that many people still regard themselves as Christians.  Any support which mem-
bers of the Kingsdon Parish Council can give us in this connection will be greatly appreciated as we still have to pay our Par-
ish Share of over £8,000 per annum to the Diocese of Bath and Wells.  An indication of the lack of importance attached by 
the local community to Church worship is that in this Parish we have not held a single wedding or baptism in the Church for 
over five years, not to mention put forward a candidate for Confirmation, which statistic I personally find deeply depressing. 
 

I mentioned last year that we were facing our 5-yearly survey of the state of repair of the Church, but this still has not taken 
place though is promised soon.  I know from my own inspection that the gutters and down-pipes of the Church building are 
in a very poor state of repair and we would be in serious difficulty if for example we were faced with a bill of £5-£10,000 for 
essential maintenance and repairs and would again have to appeal to the wider village community for help. 
 

We have in the past year improved our sound and loop system and are now able to play hymns and other Church music 
through the medium of a lap-top computer which will become increasingly important as it becomes harder to secure the ser-
vices of an organist. 
 

As in previous years, the Church was involved in the running of the annual village fete in August, which again included the 
running of the ever-popular Songs of Praise in the village marquee on the Sunday morning. 
 

One of the highlights of 2018 was the wonderful display of poppies and figurines which had been organised for the special 
Remembrance celebrations for the centenary of the ending of World War One by the Kingsdon Knitting Club last November.  
An incredible amount of hard work went into the displays and the Church looked fantastic which even resulted in a photo in 
The Daily Mail. 
 

I am sorry if this report may sound rather downbeat and pessimistic but there is no point in beating around the bush, as the 
saying goes.  If there are any questions perhaps these could be relayed to me by the Clerk and I will try to provide answers. 
 
Art Group:   We meet here once a week on a Thursday to paint and help each other. 
 
Jubilee fund report by Andy Fryer – provided for the minutes:  Governance  -  The Fund operates under a Declaration of 
Trust, which is unchanged from that submitted to last year’s meeting. 
 
2019 Planned Activity 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Business Plan:    The Fund has two objectives, in priority order: 
 

Underwrite the costs of putting on village social events. 
Fund enhancements to village facilities and infrastructure 
 

In order to meet first objective, the Fund requires £6,000 of working capital in order to cope with the cash flow challenges of 
paying for large items, such as marquee hire, well in advance of revenue being accrued from ticket sales. At the end of the 
year, if the Fund has increased significantly beyond this figure, the Trustees have the power to donate any surplus, in line 
with the second objective. In 2018, following a public ballot, a total of £1,000 was donated to the following: 
 

Moving of benches £200 
Church   £500 
Afternoon Club £100 
Flower tubs at shop £200 
 

Date Activity Summary 

13 Jul 18 Yeovilton Air Day Picnic on the Village Field, bar and BBQ pro-
vided 

23-25 Aug 18 Kingsdon Festival Similar programme as previous few years 

TBD (Autumn 19) Quiz Night To be held in the village hall 
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Kingsdon Chronicle report by Wally Elliott – provided for the minutes:   On 30th September this year the Kingsdon 
Chronicle will be publishing its 146th Edition, 12 years of publishing and delivering (with a little help from my friends) to 
every household in Kingsdon, we haven’t missed a single month.  Something I am particularly proud of. 
Each month approximately 175 copies are printed for distribution either within the village or being posted further afield. It is 
also emailed to 83 people around Britain and to Australia, Canada, USA, Sweden & Italy apart from being posted on the 
website, in full colour!  11 residents have chosen to receive their Chronicle by Email. 
 

The Chronicle continues to receive requests for inclusion of articles, both from within the Village and increasingly from out-
side organisations as more and more people, both near and far become aware of the Chronicle existence since every copy is 
easily available on the village website.  
 

Financing the Chronicle:    Thanks to all paid up members of the 100+ club, the generosity of some parishioners and £130 
annual contribution from the Parish Council means I no longer have to send out begging letters as I used to do before the 
100+ club was started by Gillian Carnall, who continues to run the monthly draw.  
 

The total cost of Chronicle Production for last year was £2,622 with income being £2670 
I commenced 2019 with a fund total of £1,354 
 

For the information of new comers to Kingsdon, there is no charge for the Chronicle that is delivered to your door monthly, 
you can however support the production cost by joining the Kingsdon Chronicle 100+ Club.  Membership is only £12 per 
person for the year, there is no restriction on the number of memberships per household. 
 
Kingsdon Cricket Club Report by Marilyn Elliott – provided for the minutes:   2018 was another enjoyable year for the 
club.   The club is indebted to Ben Carlisle who works tirelessly as our groundsman.  
 

With the folding of so many village cricket clubs, arranging fixtures has become something of a headache; it has meant that 
for the 2019 season we have a reduced fixture card, with fewer fixtures during August when most players are on holiday.   
Another problem Kingsdon has, is having enough players. For many years now we have relied on guest players to make up 
our eleven, because people enjoy playing at Kingsdon this does help in getting a team together.  
 

Last year we had a very successful and profitable fund-raising event, a mouse racing evening organised by Phil Waters and 
Simon Rumbles.  The compare / commentator for the evening we were lucky to have our own Oli Bell of ITV Racing.   
 

The cost of running the club for the year was kept to £2,357. Income was £2,585. This meant we ended the year with a sur-
plus of £228. 
 

After a lot of deliberation at the club AGM, it was unanimously agreed the Annual Subscription would be £100. This reflects 
the actual number of fixtures, with a Match Fee of £10. (Even with a reduced fixture list the cost of ground maintenance does 
not reduce accordingly,) 

Since the last report we have a mains water supply, we still however rely on a generator for electricity. 
 

The club has been fortunate over the years to have vice-presidents whose generous financial support has been much need-
ed.  Unfortunately, vice-presidents are becoming harder to find.  We would welcome anyone who would like to become a 
vice-president to contact Marilyn.   
 

Everyone is welcome to come to home games to watch and enjoy some refreshments at the tea interval; we also have plenty 
of seating. 
 
Village Hall Report by Marilyn Elliott – provided for the minutes: 
 
This report will not cover anything to do with a new village hall or the refurbishment of the present hall. 
 
The full management committee has met twice during the last year to maintain a smooth running of the facility.   
 
Usage of the Hall:  The hall continues to be used on a regular basis by various clubs and organizations as well as for private 
functions. During 2018 the hall was used on 318 occasions. 
The Bristol Scouts once again enjoyed camping in the hall just before Christmas and hope to be back again in December. 
A survey has been carried out looking at the Village Hall structure and possible life span.  This was unsatisfactory.  
A professional Fire Inspection has been carried out, over all the hall was deemed as safe with just a few additions required 
such as better signage on emergency exits and the installation of a smoke alarm. 
Each year the hire cost of the hall increases in line with the costs of running and maintaining the hall. 
The Kingsdon Village Hall A.G.M. will be held on Thursday 6th June 2019 in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm. 
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KINGSDON VILLAGE HALL 

2019 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

DRAFT Minutes of the KVH Annual General Meeting  held  Thursday 6th June 2019 in the Village Hall,  Kingsdon  at 7 pm. 
 
Present:  Mrs M Elliott – Chairman,   Mr D.  Thomson - Secretary,   Mr I, Dibben- Treasurer,   Mr W Elliott,  Mr G Osborne 
Villagers:   7 present 
 

Apologies:  The Secretary recorded  the received apologies on behalf of Mr T Owen.  No other ( Village) apologies had been 
received. 
 

1 Introduction by Chairman;  The Chairman welcomed those present and thanked them for their attendance, 
 

2  Minutes of 2018 AGM:   Copies of the draft minutes were distributed to those present. 
The Chairman presented  the draft minutes of the 2018 Annual General Meeting.  
No questions and/or clarifications were raised. (NB: There were no villagers present at the 2018 AGM) 
 

3. Matters Arising:    The Chairman reviewed the minutes and commented as follows: 
 

3.1:   A large back-cloth and frame  was available but no volunteers had come forward to assist with the installation. The 
Chairman once again emphasised the need for more volunteers to assist with the upkeep of Village Hall 
 

3.3:  Exterior improvements works remained outstanding, again due to a lack of volunteers. A Villager mentioned that Mar-
tin Singleton had volunteered to paint the doors in the near future. Particular thanks were recorded for Mr T Owen for his 
continued maintenance work to the exterior of the building/site including the drains.  Further general work was still  required  
3.4 Some Interior works  had been undertaken.  Cleaning services remained excellent and were often commented upon favoura-
bly by Hirers. Guy Osborne  had put considerable effort into maintaining the flooring to a high standard. The Chairman not-
ed that many hirers commented favourably on the interior of the Hall, and indeed many new bookings arose from recommen-
dations of previous hirers. 
 

4  Secretary’s  Review:  The Secretary  Mr David Thomson reported on his duties for 2018/19. As required under the Con-
stitution an AGM and two Management Committee meetings had been arranged with formal agendas , and draft  minutes 
being issued and published in the Kingsdon Chronicle ( the next available issue). Additional meetings had been required to 
establish the KVH Working Group  ( to review the future of the village hall) and to respond to Fire Safety concerns. 
 

The Village Hall is a registered charity ( Reg No: 304570, 23-05-1962 ) and The Secretary updates and completes the annual 
Charity Commission return requirements. The village Hall   remains  zero rated for business rate/ tax in  payment, following 
a successful appeal.  ( The Rate payable is £3326).  
 

The Kingsdon  Village  Hall is fully  licensed for music by the PRS and is fully insured under  a bespoke Village Halls’ 
scheme. Bristol Fire undertook an annual survey and inspection during  March 2019. Full details of the Village Hall facilities 
are included  within the  Kingsdon  village web site. Further details available upon request from the Secretary. 
 

A Villager referred to a recent medical alert  incident within  the hall and the fact that the Village Hall  address was not dis-
played within the Building. The Secretary confirmed the TA11  address and undertook to arrange an immediate  full address 
display on both the internal and external notice boards. ( Upon  checking after the meeting, the address was infact found to 
be included on the “PRS” Certificate displayed on the internal lobby notice board and is also on the web site)  
 

5 Treasurer’s Report:   The Treasurer  Mr Ian Dibben presented  the non-audited annual accounts for the year ending 31st 
March  2019. (FY 2018/19 ) and reviewed them in detail  for the meeting  .  Copies were distributed to the meeting. The FY 
2018/19 audited accounts when available  will be  displayed on the village hall notice board , published within the Kingsdon 
Chronicle and additional copies will be   available on request  from the Treasurer. The Treasure highlighted the following: 
The Current Account stands at £3124, up from £2728. 
Savings Account unchanged. No financial draw-down taken this year 
Hire of the Hall has increased slightly 
“TAKE ART” makes a significant contribution 
Cleaning Charges have not increased for last 3-4 years 
DOG CLUB booking remains an issue with extra cleaning required. It was agreed to apply a cleaning premium as required. 
(Fee  increase from £20 to £25 and then £30.) 
Others costs for Performing Rights,  Insurance, Bristol Fire, Joint Survey , Accounting Angels were as listed in the accounts. 
Maintenace costs appeared lower for the current year due to the high cost of the one-off Electrical Upgrade required during 
the previous year. Also non financially  recorded volunteer maintenance work occurred  during the current year. 
It was agreed to increase each Hire fee band. Notice  will be given to regular hirers 
 

6  Chairman’s Overview:  The Chairman Mrs Marilyn Elliott noted:  The general administration and day to day manage-
ment of  the hall had been  as expected during the year. A week’s closure due to a Bee Infestation and limitations imposed 
due to Fire Safety concerns had been speedily and  successfully dealt with.  Customer feedback on the Hall’s appearance and  
facilities remains very favourable.  Many new bookings occurred from recommendations of previous hirers. The  housekeep-
ing and cleaning  arrangements continued   successfully and the high  level of  general cleanliness had been commented up-
on. 
An independent  Working Party  ( KVHWG) was established at a public meeting in November 2018 and this has recently 
provided an interim report which  will be published and displayed in the village Hall on Saturday 29th June. 
The major issue remained one of  the need for additional volunteers to help with the Hall and support the small management 
committee. Despite numerous calls during the year this had not been forthcoming and remains a major issue for the whole 
Village to consider. 
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The Hall is in regular weekly use and bookings have held up well ( 318-320). In addition, new bookings have a favourable 
knock-on effect on future (new)  bookings. In summary, the Hall is fully booked. ( given that certain obligations have to be 
kept…IE Parish Council meetings) Public Elections  are also helpful. 
Finally, The Chairman recorded her thanks to the Management Committee members and all other village  volunteers for  
their individual/collective  efforts and help during the year.. Particular thanks were recorded to Messrs Osborne and Owen for 
their  help and support once again during the year. 
 
7  Question Time:   A Villager referred to the future of the Hall, The Surveyors Report  and Item 3.6 of the 2018  Minutes 
which she referred to as “Lies”. The Chairman noted the comment but advised that this issue was now being addressed by the 
independent working party which was due to report very shortly. ( 29-06-19) 
 

3 Villages raised concern over the general maintenance of the Hall and sought an assurance  that the Hall would continue to 
be maintained. The smaller 2018/19 maintenance  spend was highlighted as evidence . The Treasurer repeated  the reason for 
this ( high electrical upgrade/ review spend  in the previous year) The Chairman also noted that a number of maintenance 
projects were handled on a voluntary basis so did not incur financial cost ( or recording). 
 

The particular  issues of (Strip)  Lights  and Heating were raised, which had been outstanding for many months. A Villager 
asserted that the Hall had been far better maintained 18 years with effective  fund raising. The Treasurer noted that he had 
been on the committee 20 years ago but did not think it was relevant today. The Secretary questioned the usefulness of such 
dated comparisons due to the many variable factors of for instance demographics, social changes, workstyle etc etc. “2019” 
issues in total needed to be addressed and the main issue was undoubtedly  the lack of volunteers within our village for what 
ever reason. 
 

Further discussion took place over the windows. It was confirmed that a quote had been received. However, it was noted that 
the windows themselves were not damaged and that heating loss occurred through the “single skin” exterior wall as much 
( or even more) than the windows themselves.. 
 

It was agreed that Maintenance was a major  issue and an advert would be placed for a Maintenance Officer/Volunteer to join 
the Committee and coordinate the maintenance activities. 
The Art Group representative complained about the storage cupboards and a long standing request for improvements. The 
Secretary noted that  storage facilities  were  not provided as part of any hire agreement  and were simply on a goodwill ba-
sis. Locks were not provided. 
 
A Villager commented on an excellently run Village Hall she visits on a regular basis. She named this as Hanbury Village 
Hall, Bromsgrove. With a hire fee of just £8ph, a Full Time paid Caretaker was in attendance to welcome and prepare rooms 
in advance  for the hirers. This Hall was also  maintained to an excellent standard. The Secretary agreed that this sounded 
very impressive and would contact the  Hanbury Village Hall Secretary to understand better how this is achieved.and what 
lessons could be learned. 
 
A Villager asserted that Committee Members had resigned because maintenance issues had not been addressed or carried out. 
The Chairman commented that she was not aware of this and asked for futher information to be provided so that this can be 
confirmed/investigated. 
The Chairman repeated that many customers commented very favourably on how well our village hall was run and its gen-
eral appearance, given its obvious  limitations. However, not all hirers leave the hall as found and we do not have a Full 
Time Caretaker. 
The Chairman thanked villagers for their (above) comments and would take on board the maintenance issue concerns raised. 
The advert would be placed for a Maintenance Coordinator – Volunteer to assist with the maintenance issues raised. 
 
8 Election of Officers:  
 
Volunteers were invited for the 3 Officer Roles on the Management Committee.       

 
No volunteers were forthcoming. 
 
 

The current Officers and committee members agreed to remain in post.. 
 

Marilyn Elliott – Chairman 
 

David Thomson – Secretary 
 

Ian Dibben –  Treasurer 
 

Committee members  -  Guy Osborne, Tim Owen & Wally Elliott 
 

Phil Winsor volunteered to join the committee as a non-officer member. The Chairman thanked her for the interest and would 
check out the procedures. 
 
There being no further business, The Chairman once again thanked all committee members  for their contributions through-
out the year.  
 
The  meeting  closed  at 8pm 
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  Help Wanted 

Do you have any spare time to undertake small maintenance jobs in the shop or grounds.   If so please leave your 

details in the shop or contact Martin Singleton on 01935 841162   

Kingsdon Community Shop is pleased to announce that as from week commencing Monday 8th 

July we shall be taking orders ( must be made by noon on Wednesday 10th) for meats from 

Blackmore Vale Butchery which will be available for collection from our shop on Friday 12th 

July.  Thereafter orders for Friday collection to be made by noon on Wednesdays. 

Blackmoor Vale Butchery is managed by Gavin Keen who was the former proprietor of Natural 

Meats of Somerton. 

Please see pages 29 / 30 for the full price list 
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 The Kingsdon Automated External Defibrillator is located at the  Kingsdon Inn Cottage 

The Access Code is  C175Y 
In the event of a person having a cardiac arrest  Immediately dial 999 for the Ambulance Service 

Commence CPR (Cardiopulmonary resuscitation) and send for the Defibrillator 



Welcome to World Horse Welfare at Glenda Spooner Farm  
 
 

Last week Clippy and his groom Grace ticked off an exciting achievement, they went for a drive around our local 
village! 
Clippy visited the pub and stopped at the bus stop to see if anyone needed a lift.   We are very proud of him and 
how calm and happy he is when he is working. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Glenda Spooner Farm is the Somerset home of World Horse 
Welfare and is a fantastic family day out! Come and visit us 
to meet the horses and ponies in our care, enjoy a beautiful 
stroll around our paddocks and sample some freshly prepared 
food and drink in our restaurant. 
 
We are open 11am till 4pm Wednesday to Sunday and the 
restaurant is open from 10am for breakfast.  
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The Kingsdon Grand Draw 
It’s that time of year again when Marilyn and I are thinking about                                              

what prizes to get for this years Grand Draw.  So far we have the following: 
 

We are indebted to Dave Mackay, once again, for giving a flight in his plane for two people as our 
First Prize.  

Other prizes we have assembled are,  a Gin Drinker’s Hamper, it has gin, mixers, Dartington 
glasses and all the tools for a cocktail bar.   There is a very attractive wine rack shaped like a bar-
rel, containing 6 nice bottles of wine,  a Pimms Hamper,  a 85cm tall Teddy with a Magnum of 
Sparkling Wine,  Vouchers worth £40 from Brown & Forrest Smokery Restaurant.  The  ultimate 
Pong Box from the Pong Cheese Company.   A Chocoholics Hamper with a bottle of ‘Mozart’ 
Chocolate Cream Liqueur,  plus many other prizes.   

 

All proceeds will go to the Kingsdon Jubilee Fund which has two objectives:                              
1. Underwrite the costs of putting on village social events.                                                                 

2.  Fund enhancements to village facilities and infrastructure 
 

To be drawn at the Kingsdon Festival Marquee on Sunday 25th August 2019 at 9pm 

Registered under the Gambling Act 2005 with South Somerset D.C.  No. 33427 
Promoter: Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somerton, Somerset TA11 7LW 

Tickets are not transferable and may not be purchased by persons under 16 years of age. 
 

Tickets £1 each  -  Please make cheques payable to ‘Kingsdon Jubilee Fund’ 
 

Please return counterfoils and your remittance by end of Saturday 24th August to Wallace Elliott at                       
4 Manor Close, Kingsdon  or to Kingsdon Community Shop. 

 

If you require more tickets please contact Marilyn & Wally  

 
 
 

Please return this part of the ticket 
 

If any generous Kingsdon resident would like to donate a prize                                                      
this would be gratefully received  -  Thanks  Wally 
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RIP boiling water. You shall be mist. 
 
My daughter want's the new iPhone for her birthday. I told 
her she will get one as long as she has good grades, does her 
chores, and follows the house rules. Otherwise she will get a 
cheaper phone, because It's my way or the Huawei. 
 
A man goes to a costume party with nothing but a naked 
woman on his back.  “What are you supposed to be, then? “ 
the host askes. 
“I’m a turtle,” 
“How can you be a turtle when all you have got is that naked 
woman on your back?” 
“Oh her?” He smiles.  “That’s just Michelle!” 
 
Son. “Dad, I want to be in politics when I grow up”. 
Dad. “Are you insane?  Have you completely lost your 
mind? Are you a moron?” 
Son. “Forget it!  There seems to be too many requirements” 
 
A man and a woman were travelling on a train. 
Woman:  “Every time you smile, I feel like inviting you to 
my place”. 
Man: “ Awww…! Are you single?” 
Woman: “No, I’m a dentist” 
 
At breakfast, a man asked his wife:  “What would you do if I 
won the lottery?”   She replies:  “I’d take half, and then 
leave you”.  “Great.”  he said  “I won  £12 yesterday,  
Here’s £6.  Stay in touch” 
 
I went to the local pet shop and bought a Hamster along with 
cage, food, and all the equipment that is necessary to keep it 
happy. When I woke up next morning the Hamster had giv-
en birth to 6 little hamsters, I went back to the shop to com-
plain and ended up buying a book about rearing baby Ham-
sters. The morning after i found that mother and babies had 
died, so i went back to the pet shop to complain, the shop 
manager wasn't helpful at all and recommended that i make 
jam from them, this i did, but it looked and smelt awful, so i 
threw it out of the window, when i woke up next morning 
there was a load of daffodils growing where the Hamster 
Jam had been thrown, so i went back to the Pet shop and 
told the manager. He was amazed, and said this is strange, 
because you usually get Tulips From Hamster Jam  
 
John was a meeter and greeter at a B&Q Superstore.  
He was very good at his job, in fact he was the best one they 
had ever had. There was only one problem - he always 
seemed to be ten or fifteen minutes late in the morning. 
Finally the manager called him in to his office and said, 
"John, we have a problem. I have no complaint about your 
work, in fact you are really good at what you do and I only 
wish the rest of the staff were as smart, friendly and efficient 
as you are but you really must get here on time in the morn-
ing."  John replied, "Yes I am aware of the problem and I 
assure you that I really do try to be punctual." 
The manager said, " I believe you were in the army before 
you came here, John, how did you cope there? What did 
they say to you when you arrived quarter of an hour late in 
the morning?" 
 "Well they usually said, 'Good morning, Colonel, would 
you like tea or coffee?'" 
 
A guy in a Parcelforce van stopped me in the street and 
asked me the time. 
“Yeah, sure,  it’s between 9am and 5pm” I replied as I 
walked off 

 When asked for her occupation, a woman charged with 
a traffic violation said she was a school teacher.  
 
The judge rose from the bench. "Madam, I have waited years 
for a school teacher to appear before this court," he smiled 
with delight. "Now sit down at that table and write 'I will not 
pass through a red light' five hundred times!"  
 
A man is madly in love with a princess and wants to propose, 
but an evil witch has cast a spell on him and now he can say 
only one word a year. So he waits 14 agonizing years—
accumulating all his words—before approaching his beloved. 
Finally, the big day arrives. When he sees her, his heart skips 
a beat. He gathers his nerve, drops to his knees, and intones, 
“My darling, I have waited many years to say this... Will you 
marry me?” 
The princess turns around, smiles, and says, “Pardon?”  
 
I bought a little bag of air today….The company that made it 
was kind enough to put some potato chips in it as well. 
 
During her medical examination, a doctor asked a retired 
woman about her physical activity level. The woman said she 
spent 3 days a week, every week, in the outdoors. 
"Well, yesterday afternoon was typical; I took a five hour 
walk about 7 miles through some pretty rough terrain. I waded 
along the edge of a lake. I pushed my way through 2 miles of 
brambles. I got sand in my shoes and my eyes. I barely avoid-
ed stepping on a snake. I climbed several rocky hills. I went to 
the bathroom behind some big trees. I ran away from an irate 
mother bear and then ran away from one angry bull elk. The 
mental stress of it all left me shattered, so I drank a scotch and 
three glasses of wine."  Amazed by the story, the doctor said, 
"You must be one heck of an outdoor woman!" 
"No," the woman replied, "I'm just a really bad golfer!"  
 
I spent six hours linking all of my watches together to make a 
belt.   It was a complete waist of time. 
 
A man died and went to Heaven. As he stood in front of the 
Pearly Gates, he saw a huge wall of clocks behind him. He 
asked, "What are all those clocks for?" 
St. Peter answered, "Those are Lie-Clocks. Everyone who has 
ever been on earth has a Lie-Clock. Every time you lie, the 
hands on your clock move." 
"Oh", said the man. "Whose clock is that?" 
"That's Mother Teresa's", replied St. Peter. "The hands have 
never moved, indicating that she never told a lie." 
"Incredible", said the man. "And whose clock is that one?" 
St. Peter responded, "That's Abraham Lincoln's clock. The 
hands have moved twice, telling us that Abraham told only 
two lies in his entire life." 
"Where's Donald Trump's clock?" asked the man. 
St. Peter replied, "We're using it as a ceiling fan." 
 
My brother took going to jail really badly.  He refused food, 
drinks.  He spat and swore at anyone who came near him and 
started throwing things around. 
After that we NEVER played Monopoly again.  
 
My wife thinks that USB is a back up plan just in case USA 
fails. 
 
I need to re-home a dog.  It’s a small terrier, and barks a lot.  
If you’re interested , let me know and I’ll jump over my 
neighbours fence and get it for you. 
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LOGS FOR SALE 
Well Seasoned  

Hardwood Logs  

for Sale    
 

Free Delivery in Kingsdon 

Contact:  Austin            

Tel  07879690941 
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July       2019    Collection Dates  

Wheelie Bins  Tuesdays 9th & 23rd July 

Kerbside Collection Tuesdays 2nd, 9th, 16th,  23rd & 30th  

Green Bins  Tuesdays 2nd,  16th & 30th July 
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Thinking about selling or letting 

your property? 

Looking for a new home in the 

local area?  Then look no further. 

… 

Kingsdon Resident Gabby Osborne 

is your local property  expert & the 

new Branch Manager at Palmer 

Snell in  Gabby lived in Kingsdon 

for over 20 years & has been an estate agent in the local area 

for 9 years.            

Who better to sell your property than someone who knows the 

area, knows the market & is passionate about the village.   

Simon Whatley 

Plumbing & Heating 

 

Glebelands, Bineham Lane, 

Yeovilton, Yeovil,  

Somerset.  BA22 8EZ 

Tel:  07794 784108 
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£11.40 kg 

£9.70 kg 

£8.10 kg 

£8.39 kg 

£22.79 kg 

£15.59 kg 

 

£22.79 kg 

£35.99 kg 

£9 kg 

£15.57 kg 

£15.57 kg 

£6.60 kg 

£6.60 kg 

£5.28 kg 

£7.80 kg 

£14.27 kg 

£13.07 kg 

4oz  90p 

£7.19 kg 

£17.99 kg 

 

£7.08 kg 

£5.99 kg 

£7.80 kg 

£7.31 kg 

£12.60 kg 

£9.30 kg 

£7.80 kg 

£7.19 kg 

£3.42 per pack 

£4.66 kg 

£11.46 kg 

£11.46 kg 

£8.27 kg 

£1.02 each 

£10.56 kg 

£10.56 kg 

£7.62 kg 

£8.39 kg 

£3.54 per pack 

Dry  
 

Cured 



£13.08 kg 

£8.64 kg 

£13.80 kg 

£19.80 kg 

£16.14 kg 

£32.28 kg 

£11.76 kg 

£8.94 kg 

£9 kg 

£4.67 kg 

£13.08 kg 

£8.16 kg 

 

£21.47 kg 

£1.08 each 

£1.56 each 

£9.36 kg 

£1.68 each 

£2.40 each 

£4.20 each 

£2.40 each 

72p each 

£12.60 kg 

 

 

 

£14.39 kg 

£5.98 kg 

£5.86 kg 

£10.78 kg 

£4.78 kg 

£5.16 kg 

£10.30 kg 

£1.08 each 

£2.22 kg 

£3.58 kg 

£1.20 kg 

£3.90 each 

£7.18 

To order any of these products place your order 
at Kingsdon Shop by noon on a Wednesday for 
collection from the shop on the Friday of that 
week. 

 
How to calculate a price 
 
1 Kg  =  1000 grams             
1 Kg  =  2,2 lb 
1 lb    =   453.6 grams approx 
1 oz.  =   28.35 grams  approx 

How to cost your order 
 

Sirloin Steaks foe example: 
I want to order 3 sirloin steaks each weighing 8 oz or  226grms 
Total weight of the 3 steaks = 24 oz or 680grms 
 

1kg costs £22.79 
1 gram costs £22,79 divided by 1000 = 0.02279p 
680 grms = 0.02279 x 680 = £15.50 approx. 
 
How many people will tell me an easier way of             
calculating the cost of my steaks ? 


