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Kingsdon Village Hall AGM
Will be held on 6th June 2019 at 7pm in the Village Hall. All are welcome.

Kingsdon Village Hall Working Party
Will be holding a meeting on 29th June at 10am - 12 noon in the Village Hall for villagers to
see the progress made and ask questions.

Kingsdon Parish Council Monthly Meeting
The next Parish Council Meting will be on Thursday 13th June at 7.30 pm in the Village Hall.
All our welcome

Kingsdon’s Wild Life

Ian Dibben and David Morris

Our Hedgehogs

Britain’s wildlife as we all know is coming under increasing
pressure from decreasing habitats as the human population
grows and the change to the environment.
We are extremely fortunate in our village to have living
amongst us such a wide range of wildlife.
The one I would ask that we all think about as we rush off to
work or back from seeing friends in the evenings are OUR
hedgehogs.
We have several thriving communities in the village, that a
number of us are trying to assist them with hedgehog friendly
areas.
Please Please Please take care when driving and think about our
other neighbours. I really don’t want to be asking our editor to
publish a photo of one that ended its life on one of our roads.
This photo is one I hope you will enjoy and is of one of our
hedgehogs enjoying an evening’s ramble along one of our
roads.

Crispians Concert
Thanks to everyone’s hard work and support, we’ve raised a
massive £2350 towards this year’s Parish Share and possible
work needed when we have the overdue 5 year structural review.
I hope everyone enjoyed it as much as us – feedback has been
tremendous!
Thanks again,

The PCC Team.

Kingsdon 100 Club Draw

was made at our Shop on 9th May 2019 by
Alec & Carol Anderson
The winners
1st 119 Sarah Steele-Perkin
2nd 22 Claire MacIntosh
3rd 30 Phoebe Freeman

Happy 91st Birthday to Jim Masters
Jim will be 91 on 28th June. I’m sure his new friends will give him a great day at his new residence,
The Old Vicarage Care Home, Vicarage Lane, Allithwaite, Grange-over-Sands, Cumbria, LA11 7QN

All Saints Church
Priest in Charge: Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029 (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other occasional services)
Church Warden: Mrs Bel Allan Tel. 01935 840878
Parochial Church Council: Secretary: Nicholas J. Allan Tel 01935 840878 Treasurer: Tony Steele-Perkins 01935 840184
Tower Captain: Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344
Church Services for June
Sunday 2nd June
Sunday 9th June
Sunday 16th June
Sunday 23rd June
Sunday 30th June

11 a.m.
9.30 am
6. p.m.
9.30 am
10 a.m.

Kingsdon Village Hall
For all information (except bookings) contact: David Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd.
Kingsdon TA11 7LL Tel:01935 841453
For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor
Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk
Bookings for June 2019
Short Mat Bowls Mondays 7.30pm - 9pm,
and Tuesdays 10am - 12noon
Table Tennis Club Tuesdays at 7.30pm
Yeovil D. Canine Soc. Wednesdays at 7.30pm
Art Club - Thursdays 10am (Term time only)
Puppy Training Sundays 9.30am
Village Hall AGM Thursday 6th 7pm
Private Function Sunday 9th 11am.
Parish Council Meeting -Thursday13th
Practical Study Group Wednesday 19th 10am
Afternoon Club Wednesday 26h 3pm
Village Meeting Saturday 29th

Holy Communion
Rev Alan Symonds
Holy Communion
Rev Adrian Hopwood
Evensong
Rev Alan Symonds
Holy Communion
Rev Adrian Hopwood
Benefice together Charlton Adam Rev Alan Symonds
Kingsdon Table Tennis Club
The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings
between 7.30pm and 9.30pm. If you are interested then please contact
Martin Singleton on 841162 or just come along.
Kingsdon Afternoon Club
The Afternoon Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 3pm
in the Village Hall. New members (any age) are always welcome. For
information contact Richards South tel: 840912
Kingsdon Boule & Croquet Club (New Venue)
From 26th April members will meet at the Kingsdon Cricket Club
ground every Thursday between 2pm and 4 pm weather permitting.
The club welcomes new members or just come along to enjoy a taster
session followed by tea and cake in the club house. For more details
contact Nina Carlisle 01935840933 or email ninacarlisle@talktalk.net
Kingsdon Knitting Club
(Knitting for Good Causes)
The Knitters meet on the second Saturday of the month at 10.30am to
midday in the Community Shop. For information please contact:
Linda Rumbles 01935 840132 or Babs Conway 01935 841811

The Kingsdon Jubilee Fund Trustees
Chairman: Andy Fryer, Secretary: Martin Gilmore, Treasurer: Tim Taylor,
Ian Dibben, Mark Freeman, Beverley Fulton, Robert Fulton, Chris Taylor, Keith Thomas
Kingsdon Cricket Club
Chairman / Secretary : Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somerton,
Mobile 07990673935. Email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk
Team Selection: Ian Birrell Watersmeet, Huish Episcopi, Langport. TA10
9HE Tel 01458 259231 07817959709
Trustees: B. Carlisle, I. Birrell, J. Schofield
Captain / Treasurer: J. Schofield

TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444

June Fixtures
9th June
16th June
23rd June
30th June

Sun
Sun
Sun
Sun

Dinder
Langport
Witham Friary
Langport

A
H
H
A

The Kingsdon Automated External Defibrillator is located at the Kingsdon Inn Cottage

The Access Code is C175Y

In the event of a person having a cardiac arrest Immediately dial 999 for the Ambulance Service
Commence CPR (Cardiopulmonary resuscitation) and send for the Defibrillator
The Kingsdon Chronicle
The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation. Cheques payable to ‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’ The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers If you wish me to
publish an article, please email your request with the details or send it in writing. Requesting publication you are agreeing
your article can be published on the Kingsdon website at: http://www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/ Please ensure I
acknowledge receipt. Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views
of The Kingsdon Chronicle production team. The editor will assume that all material supplied is original, or from copyright
free sources. (It is the contributor’s responsibility to gain any necessary permissions and to provide acknowledgments).” Editor: Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444, Mobile 07990673935,
Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/
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From the Vicarage
Many years ago I had the good fortune to have an extended holiday in the Far East visiting a relative who was
working there. Before going I was given a pamphlet on how to behave with respect for their culture, for example
not to wear beach wear away from the beaches, not to hold hands with another in public, and finally to show all
elderly people consideration and respect. This last one emphasised that elderly were valued as sources of wisdom
and historical knowledge, they were a usually part of the extended family and rather than being put into care
homes, they were mostly looked after in a family home by members of the family. The carers, though generally
unpaid, were seen as performing an important task on behalf of the family so were valued accordingly.
Jumping to 2019 in the UK and we can see the difference in our approach. UK culture is leaning far more towards
families scattered across the country or even the globe. The trend is to place elderly in care homes to be looked
after by professionals whilst the families come and visit when they can, but the number of places are limited. Social care budgets have been cut so most care homes are struggling to make ends meet and as a consequence pay
their carers poorly. For those elderly who wish to stay in their own homes but need support, then too there is a
dearth of carers available to support them, and those that are available are finding their work load is hitting unbearable levels. In 2017 apparently 1805 new people each day across the UK reached the point health-wise where
they needed to be added to the list for some form of daily support. That is an astonishing growth in numbers to be
catered for.
With all of us supposedly living longer lives then this issue can only get worse. Government funding is tight and
there are many competing needs for it, but I do wonder if the Government adopted a National wage for carers, so
that they were all paid more, if it would attract more into that industry and help solve some of the shortages? And
if a higher level of benefits was paid to those who stay at home to look after sick or elderly relatives would it
make that option far more attractive too, and again ease some of the pressures?
For now it is simply a matter of each of us continuing to look out for each other, and if we have an elderly neighbour carry on making sure they have all the care and support that they need.
With every blessing
Alan Symonds

Vision Aid Overseas Coffee Morning
This year the weather was kind to us and we had a splendid turnout for the coffee morning on Saturday 4th May.
Our supporters dug deep and bought our home made preserves, cakes, plants and books - a fantastic total
of £480 was raised – more than ever before.
A big thank you to all who came for a chat and a cuppa and a special thanks to helpers Linda, Marilyn, Phyl and
Sally and all the generous cake makers.
Thanks also to Andy who donates his yummy fruit cakes which are always in high demand. They freeze really
well so I have a small stock in my freezer for anyone wanting them.
This year’s visit to Gondar in Northern Ethiopia is still at the planning stage but it is likely to follow the usual
course of continuation training for final year students of optometry coupled with outreach visits to more remote
villages.

Thank you once again for your generous support of Vision Aid Overseas.
Nina Carlisle
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Lt. Col. William Clarke MBE OBE
20th April 1936 ~~~ 23rd April 2019

Bill passed away at Paphos General Hospial on Tuesday 23rd April
A funeral Service was held for Bill at Dhekelia military cemetery on Friday 3rd May
Lt. Col Bill Clarke - Bill was born in the ‘Lying In’ hospital Lambeth, delivered
by nuns on Sunday 20 April 1936.
After beginning his working life In Agriculture (a passion that never left him as
people who saw his garden knew) he joined the army at the ripe old age of 17.
During his memorable and varied military career he saw service in N. Ireland,
Belize, Jamaica, Kenya, Sharjah, Canada, America. As he began military life as
a private soldier he was able to empathise and understand the problems of the
ordinary soldier - This made him enormously popular with his men and peers
and even though he could be a ‘touch’ sarcastic at times he was never malicious,
cruel or unkind- in fact quite the opposite. His extraordinary sense of justice
made him a ‘soldier’s soldier and respected by all ranks. In 1982 he was awarded the MBE for services to the British Army followed in 1989 by the OBE.
Bill married Mary in 1959, and went on to have 2 children and 3 beautiful
grandchildren.
To say he made an impression on all he met (in one way or another) would be
an understatement he was always meticulously turned out, a Grenadier through
and through. As it has been said ‘once seen, never forgotten’ . Debra
As we heard earlier, the professional achievements of Lieutenant William Clarke are endless and thoroughly deserved. There
are former colleagues here today and hundreds of messages have been sent in that highlight what a brilliant soldier, colleague and friend he has been through the years.
But I would like to take this opportunity to talk briefly about my Grandfather - Bill.
It’s very strange to be reading this because there is a cape of immortality that you drape around your heroes and loved ones.
Grandpa was the most gentle, kind and generous man I know, but also the bravest and the strongest. In many ways those
characteristics meant it didn’t seem possible that this day would come.
From mine, Rosie and Philip’s earliest days messing about in his garden at his home in Reading to the day he made me my
first cricket bat out of a plank of wood for my debut match for Kingsdon in Somerset, our childhood years in and around his
company where unquestionably our fullest and happiest.
More recently, as we moved into adulthood the days were spent on the balcony in Cyprus listening to stories from his early
life. The way he would describe inviting Grandma to a dance on the day they met was shared with us with genuine love and
excitement in his voice. Their relationship, of over 60 years is in my view the epitome of compassion, connection, and real
love. We are very lucky to have grown up and witnessed that.
There are endless stories Grandpa told us that I could recount now but the stories of his days camping out on army missions
will always put a smile on my face. His humour, story telling ability and wisdom was captivating and with that he was able
to bring a peace and calm to every situation. To put it simply he was the rock of the family.
There is no way he would want a fuss, he would be rolling his eyes at us all now, nor would he want tears but the reality is
that when a man of his magnitude is taken away from us then grief is inevitable and tears are ok, but for all the sadness and
the hole his passing has left his amazing qualities live on in those closest to him.
I see his grace and elegance in Grandma, his love of life and humour in Mum and Paul, his intelligence in Phil and his kindness and beauty in Rose.
This is undoubtedly an incredibly painful time for us all but I feel so lucky that the people I love most in this world, my family, have been blessed with those qualities. They exist in us because of Grandpa.
We are all immensely proud of his professional achievements but what I am proudest of him for is that he loved Grandma
the way he did and helped make Mum, Paul and my brother and sister the people they are today and therefore a feeling of
immortality will always surround him and in an awful time there is solace to be found in that.
Now it is our job as his friends and family to take that fun loving attitude, the charm, the eye roll, the humour and the wisdom and make the most of the great qualities he has passed onto all of us, because that is what he would want.
Goodbyes are hard, sometimes saying thank you can be harder. In this instance that is all I would like to say to Grandpa.
Thank you - for everything. One day we will see you again. Oli
Phil also read a poem called ‘in lieu of flowers’ all of which summed up dad.
On behalf of all Bill’s old friends in Kingsdon, kindest commiserations are sent to Mary, Paul, Debra, Phil, Oli and Rosie.
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"Where have all the swifts gone?
Has any one else noticed that very few of these wonderful birds are now gracing the Kingsdon skies? Could a
part of the problem be that with all the restorations and modernisation of Kingsdon buildings, there are no nesting
sites left for them apart from the Village shop? Could you do your bit by considering a swift nesting box ? there’s
lots of information on the internet." (Tony S-P)

A screaming frenzy of 11 swifts I photographed at our shop (school) in June 2017. This year I have only seen a
swoop of 5 at the shop!

Also missing this year are swallows, their nests around the shop are empty except for 2!
A Kingsdon bird watcher informs me the small number of swallows is due to last years draught.

(Wally)

THE KINGSDON SWIFTS
By Peter Crowter

The Kingsdon Inn, the village school, there used to be a link,
Now there’s a little teaser that may make you stop and think.
One was where the grown-ups went to have a beer and chat,
And one where kids were taught to read and other stuff like that.
But both had other visitors that flew in once a year,
They didn’t come for learning or to buy a pint of beer,
And somewhere in the roof they went to build there shallow nest,
The only time throughout the year they give their wings a rest.
The swift is an amazing bird it spends life on the wing,
In fact when it is in the air it can do anything.
It eats, it sleeps, it even mates it never stops to rest,
The only time it stops it’s flight is when it has to nest.
And should it land upon the ground it can’t take off again.
If no one lends a helping hand then there it must remain.
We once found one outside the pub, it looked a sorry sight,
We picked it up and let it go and it resumed it’s flight.
I used to love to watch them on their summer evening flight,
They flew in squadrons round the school and screamed with sheer delight.
On sickle wings as black as night they carved the evening air,
The kids are gone but hopefully the swifts still party there.
First Published 2016
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CANINE CONNECTION
By Peter Crowter

When Kingsdon’s old squire died his wife Mrs Neal,
Had a companion a lady genteel.
Miss Tring sometimes stayed in the Neal’s stately home,
But out in the village she seldom did roam.
The house called The Cottage which didn’t make sense,
Because for a cottage it was quite immense.
Set in large grounds with a high wall around,
Safe from the village Miss Tring and her hound
Miss Tring was a lady who thought herself posh,
Plenty of swagger but not too much dosh.
She had a Jack Russell, and Dan was his name,
A run round the garden was his favourite game.
In such a large garden he was hard to find,
Miss Tring used to call him in tones most refined.
‘Come along Danny’ she could be heard call,
And then came the day when her Dan went AWOL.
He managed to find a way into the street,
And in someone’s garden young Daisy did meet.
Now Danny was in for a bit of a treat,
Cause saucy young Daisy was keen and on heat.
Miss Tring shouted ‘Danny’ until she was hoarse,
But he was in love and ignored her of course.
Miss Tring went to find him and was horrified,
To see saucy Daisy with Danny astride.
You’d think Daisy’s owner would be most annoyed,
Dan sneaked in her garden and with Daisy toyed.
But it was Miss Tring who thought she was worse off,
Cause Daisy was common and Danny a toff.

Peter Crowter
Peter was born in Brighton in 1935. He moved with his parents to Kingsdon in 1940 when his father joined the navy and
was stationed at Yeovilton. From that day on he became a
country lover and on leaving Yeovil Boys School went to
work on a farm and then became a farm manager till he retired
in 1995. His first published writing was a long-running series
of articles for the Western Gazette. He later had a weekly column in the Dorset Echo and writes articles for The Countryman. He also writes books, poems and plays and has had 3
plays broadcast on BBC Radio 4. His specialist subjects are
the countryside, farming and humour. He is married with 3
children and 5 grandchildren and lives in Charmouth, Dorset,
England.
The poems from ‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’ are mainly autobiographical and concern the years 1940 – 1960 starting with, as
described by Peter, his misspent youth in the village and later
his 10 years working at Cooks Cary Farm.
The poems show Peter’s sense of humour and give a historical
picture of life in Kingsdon during the 40’s & 50’s

The book ‘A Tale of Two Villages ‘ is now on
sale at Kingsdon Community Shop.
Peter is generously donating the proceeds from the sale
of the book at our shop, to be shared between the Church,
Shop & Chronicle.
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Niamh Holland

Congratulations to Year 9 girl Niamh and Sixth Former Daisy who have been selected to play for Somerset Women against Wales and Durham at Taunton Vale Cricket Club. These two fixtures are both 50 over fixtures and form
part of the ECB Division 2 Championship.
Niamh, aged 14, will be the youngest player to represent Somerset Women in this era since professional contracts
have been introduced at international level.
They join former pupil Cassie to make up three of the team of 12 - a fantastic achievement for Wellington School
and their cricket programme.
Niamh has guested in her younger days for Kingsdon Cricket Club, we all could see then that Niamh was going to
have a great future in cricket.
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Kingsdon Knitting Club
It was good to see so many ladies at the May meeting of the knitting Club, when we welcomed Becca from the
McMillan Nurses Charity. Becca came along to thank us for the blankets we had knitted for the McMillan Unit at
Yeovil District Hospital, and to tell us a little of the work she is involved in. Although Becca is a McMillan
Nurse, she now helps organise craft projects for patients, she brought along a selection of craft packs for us to
look at. As well as working in the unit with patients, she has also been involved in the opening of the Yeovil
Hospital ‘Hub Cafe’, a building a little way from the hospital where cancer and patients with long term illness can
meet over a relaxing cup of tea and try their hand at the various arts and crafts on offer. At the moment the cafe
is only open on a Monday afternoon, but it is hoped to expand this in the near future, starting with a wood turning
workshop.

Last year when we were busy knitting poppies for the display in the church to commemorate the end of WW1, we
gave the McMillan Unit some poppies we had made that were surplus to requirements. We were really pleased to
hear that these raised £150 for the unit.
We have been asked by so many people if we would display our poppies again in November, this we are willing
to do but would like to ask if anyone could help in suggesting a way we could secure our large cascade of poppies
without damaging the fabric of the church. Last year we draped it over a ladder, but had to find breeze blocks to
keep it in place. We have all agreed that we cannot do this again. So if any handy man (or lady) has any suggestions or could make us a more secure frame we would love to hear from you. Babs 941811 or Linda 840132
Next meeting : Saturday 8th June, 10.30 am in the Community Shop.

In the meantime ......... keep knitting
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Summer’s here the birds are
singing the sun is shining,
so why not join us at
Kingsdon Community Shop
2.30 – 4.30 pm on Sunday 9th June

for a Cream tea

(or homemade cake)
Just £3
and as much tea as you can drink.
Raffle - The Shop will be open too.
All proceeds after expenses to go to the
Kingsdon Community Shop
Maintenance Fund.
Please come and join us
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Calling all Poets, Writers, Artists, Photographers,
Arts & Crafts Hobbyists, Gardeners and Cake Makers
Both young and old.
The Kingsdon Chronicle in conjunction with the Kingsdon Festival Committee invite entries to
the Kingsdon Festival Arts & Crafts competition and exhibition on Saturday 24th August 2019.
The Theme for the Poetry, Writing, Art & Photography will be Somerset Fauna & Flora. There
will be categories for 16’s & under and over 16’s . Helping with the Art & Photography judging
will be award winning NCE qualified photojournalist Laura Jones.
Children's Garden on a Plate Competition

Kingsdon Festival Cake Baking Competition
Victoria Sponge cake (Adults) or 6 Cup Cakes (Children)
both with summer holiday decorations theme.

To be judged by .
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Cllr. Brian Paine
Vice-Chairman

Cllr. David Beswick
Chairman

Westgate, Top Street, Kingsdon TA11 7JU
Email: b.paine253@btinternet.com
Tel: 01935 842058

Arnor, Top Street, Kingsdon TA11 7JU
Email: david-beswick@sky.com
Tel: 01935 840795

(Former school field parish council link )

(environment, allotments, trees and church link)

Kate Hatt
Kingsdon Parish Council Clerk

Bluebell House, Mow Barton Road,
Kingsdon.. TA11 7DX Tel: 01935 841275
Email kingsdonclerk@btinternet.com.

Cllr. Guy Osborne

Cllr. Ian Dibben

Delimara, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon TA11 7LL
osborneskingsdon@gmail.com
Tel: 01935 841137
07951067872

27 Kingsdon TA11 7LF
Email: ildibben@btinternet.com
Tel: 01935 840726
07967272432

(Highways, verges and footpaths)

(Village hall link and footpaths)

Cllr. Susan J. Mackay
Cottage Barn, Top Street,
Kingsdon TA117JU
Tel: 01935 840023
sjmackay@kingsdon.net

Cllr. Phillip Waters

Cllr. Wallace Elliott

The Old Bakery, Chapel Hill, Kingsdon TA11 7LN
phillipwaters@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 07815898065
(Trees, Drains, Ditches, Litter and Flytipping,

4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW
wallyelliott@hotmail.com
Tel: 01935 841444
07990 673935
(Village field, emergency contact person,
communications, playground checks)

working party of field)

Member of Parliament for
Somerton & Frome

David Warburton

South Somerset District Councillor
Northstone, Ivelchester & St Michael's Ward

Tony Capozzoli

5 Church Street, Ilchester, YEOVIL,
BA22 8LW. Phone: 01935 840011.
Email:
tony.capozzoli@southsomerset.gov.uk

Unit G9, Woodside Court,
Dairy House Yard, Sparkford, BA22 7LH
Tel: 01373 580500
Email: david@warburton.org.uk

County Councillor

Dean Ruddle

Freshfields, Cartway Lane,
Somerton, Somerset, TA11 6JH
Tel: 07976 556054
Email: ddruddle@somerset.gov.uk
South Somerset District Councillor

South Somerset District Councillor

Northstone, Ivelchester & St Michael's Ward

Charlie Hull

The Halfway House Inn, Country Lodge,
Chilthorn Domer, Yeovil
01935 840350

Northstone, Ivelchester & St Michael's Ward

Footsteps, High Street,
Charlton Adam, Somerton.
07979 917882
charliehull 2015@ gmail.com

Paul Rowsell
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Minutes of the Kingsdon Annual Parish Council Meeting
held on Thursday 16th May 2019 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Present: Mr D. Beswick, Mr B.Paine, Mr W. Elliott, Mr G. Osborne, Mrs S. Mackay, Mr P. Waters, Mr I. Dibben (Parish
Councillors); Mr Dean Ruddle (County Councillor) Mr T. Capozzoli and Charlie Hull (District councillors); Mr K. Tridgell
(RFO); Mrs K Hatt (Parish Clerk) plus 16 parishioners
Apologies: None
Minutes: These were approved last year.
1. Election of Chairman: Nominations for the position of Chairman of Kingsdon Parish Council were called for.
Mr. David Beswick was proposed by B.Paine and seconded by G.Osborne.
There were no other nominations and Mr David Beswick was duly elected, all were in favour.
2. Election of Deputy Chairman: Nominations for the position of Deputy Chairman of Kingsdon Parish Council were
called for.
Mr. Brian Paine was proposed by W.Elliott and seconded by I.Dibben.
There were no other nominations and Mr. Brian Paine was duly elected, all were in favour.
3. Confirmation of Councillors specific areas of responsibility:
Mr W Elliott – Village field, emergency contact person, communication, playground checks
Mr D Beswick – environment, allotments, church link, fly tipping and litter, defibrillator
Mr I Dibben – Village hall link, footpaths, website and maps
Mr G Osborne – highways, ditches, verges, footpaths and parish plan
Mrs S. Mackay – Shop link and parish plan
Mr P Waters –Trees, drains
Mr B Paine – Former school field
Insurance and finance – the Responsible Financial Officer, K.Tridgell
4. Presentation of accounts:
The end of year accounts have been completed on the accounting software.
The details have been distributed to councillors and can be seen below.
We do not require an external audit as we are below the £25,000 threshold, but will be having an internal audit by Tony
Steel-Perkins. All accounts are published on-line.
We have to sign a certificate of exception, to say it is less that £25,000.
G.Osbourne – if we do ever need an external, what does it cost? It is around £500/£600.
Any questions about end of year finances?

Draft Minutes of the Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting
held on Thursday 16th May 2019 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm
Parishioner comment time: David Beswick welcomed the new district councillors. T. Capozzoli explained how the 3 new
district councillors are hoping to rotate the meetings so they don’t need to leave halfway.
He is also hoping to hold a meeting with all the chairmen and clerks of the local 11 parish
councillors.
He updated us on the HGVs.
Charlie Hull also expressed the joy of being able to work together in the future.
A letter has been received from a parishioner commenting on the last chairmen’s report. This has
been distributed to councillors tonight, they will need to look at it and then respond.
Another parishioner also had comments on the chairman’s report and wanted to respond to the
statement . D.Beswick explained that his report is not necessarily council business. He would like
this addressed to him personally in an email instead..
Present: Mr David Beswick (Chairman); Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mr G. Osborne, Mr P.Waters , Mr W
Elliott, Mrs S Mackay, Mr I Dibben (Parish Councillors); Mr C.Hull and Mr T. Capozzoli (District
councillor); Mr D Ruddle (County Councillor), Mrs Kate Hatt (Parish Clerk) and Mr K. Tridgell (RFO)
plus 21 parishioners.
1. Apologies: None
2. Declarations of Interest: None other than those already declared. Updated copies to be returned to clerk by the end of the
meeting.
3. Minutes: The minutes of the monthly Parish Council meeting held on the 11 th April 2019, which had been
previously circulated, were proposed by B.Paine and seconded by S.Mackay, and unanimously
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4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items:
K.Tridgell has completed the asset transfer fund.
W.Elliott has asked for quotations from 6 companies for the playground companies. Quotes range from £55 to £265. He will
look in detail at what they offer and why the difference.
G.Osbourne has spoken to Somerton clerk about a course, but this isn’t for an annual inspection.
5. Chairman’s Report: Nothing to report.
6. Correspondence: See above.
7.1 and 7.2 Finance- report and cheque signing: Information has been distributed to councillors.
There is a cheque to cover clerk’s payment until standing order goes through. The next asset transfer can also be done for the
next financial year.
KPC Account

Savings Account

Asset Savings Account

Opening balance as at 01.04/2019

£1,101.56

Net Cheque /Standing Order Balance

£0.00

Payments/Transfer In 12/04/19 (19/20 Precept)

£19,995.00

Transfer out

£0.00

Closing Balance as at 30.04.2019

£21,146.06

Uncleared Items - £90 KPC clerk S.O. unpaid*

£90.00

True Balance as at 30.04.2019

£21,056.06

Opening balance as at 01.04.2019

£22,758.43

Net Cheque Balance

£0.00

Interest - Nil

£0.00

Transfer In

£0.00

Transfer Out - Asset Replacement reserve 18/19

£3,500.00

Closing Balance as at 30.04.2019

£19,258.43

Opening balance as at 01.04.2019

£10,520.47

Transfer In - Asset Replacement Reserve 2018/19

£3,500.00

Interest Nil

£0.00

Transfer Out

£0.00

Closing Balance as at 30.04.2019

£14,020.47

Clerk Services New Standing Order May 2018 - March 2020 N.B.
Monthly payments of £100 x 11 payments

£1,100.0

K Hatt Clerk Services for April 2019 (cheque)*

£90.00

K Hatt Clerk Services for May 2019 (standing order)

£100.00

Standing order

Churchyard maintenance Grant 19/20

£750.00

Cheque

KPC Parish Insurance - Zurich Municipal LTA policy

£387.40

Cheque

Kingsdon Chronicle Grant 19/20

£130.00

Cheque

Yeovil Shop Mobility Donation (as agreed 11/4/19 minutes)

£20.00

Cheque

SALC 2019 Affiliation Fee

£97.77

Cheque

TOTAL EXPENDITURE - April 2019

£1,575.17

Amount approval (less pre approved clerk)

£1,475.17

These payments were proposed by B.Paine, seconded by W.Elliott, all in favour.

T.B.A.
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8. Potentially dangerous dog: A parishioner had been walking with a group when a dog attempted to attack them, it broke
the chain and attempted to attack the group. They managed to prevent the dog from hurting anyone. It belongs to one of the
houses on Cary Way, opposite allotments. The owner was not very concerned or apologetic.
It was reported to the dog warden.
It was also reported to 111, who didn’t see it as a crime.
The local PCSO has been contacted and is liaising with the parishioner who reported it.
If anyone comes across a similar problem please ring 01935 462546 (Vicky Dawson – dog warden).
D.Beswick understands that this is not the first time this has happened, so we do need to do something about this, keep the
pressure on and keep reporting any incidents to the dog warden.
The dog warden has to also report any problems with the house as it is housing association.
Another parishioner has had her dog attacked, which was reported to the dog warden.
If anyone gets attacked physically please go to A and E immediately as this is evidence.
9. Date of next meeting:
13 th June 2019- parish council meeting.
Annual parish meeting – 30th May 2019.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.10pm
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Draft Minutes of the Kingsdon Parish Council Planning Meeting
held on Thursday 16th May in the Village Hall. (straight after the monthly meeting)
Present: Mr D.Beswick (Chairperson), Mr B.Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mr W. Elliott , Mr G.Osborne, Mr
P. Waters, Mrs S Mackay, Mr I. Dibben (Parish Councillors), Mrs K Hatt and 7 parishioners.
1. Apologies:
None
2. Declarations of Interest:
None other those already declared. I.Dibben lives close and knows family well but this does not
warrant not being able to vote on the matter.
3. Previous minutes
The minutes of the last planning meeting were read, approved and signed. This was proposed by
B.Paine, seconded by W.Elliott, all were in favour.
4. Determination of Planning applications
None received.
5. Planning applications
Application No: 19/00933/HOU, formation of lobby in garage with through floor lift and second storey extension to give
disable access to ground and first floor. Boschetto, Threeways, Kingsdon, Mr Chris Fitzgerald.
The application is being supported by district council for disabled people.
No comments.
ACTION: K Hatt to email the comments to the planning inspector.
Meeting closed at 8.25pm.

Planning Applications Received & Determined by South Somerset D.C.
Application No: 19/01433/TCA
Location: 21 Kingsdon Somerton Somerset TA11 7LE
Proposal: Application to carry out tree works within a conservation area
Status: Awaiting decision
Application No: 19/00769/FUL
Applicant: Mr M Stewkesbury
Agent: Miss Rebecca Kaye
Parish: Kingsdon
Ward: NORTHSTONE
Location: Barns At Bondip Farm ,Bondip Hill,Kingsdon,Somerton,BA22 8JL
Proposal: Erection of an agricultural building for use as a grain store

Application Status: Application permitted with conditions

Application No: 19/00770/FUL
Applicant: Mr M Stewkesbury
Agent: Miss Rebecca Kaye
Parish: Kingsdon
Ward: NORTHSTONE
Location: Barns At Bondip Farm ,Bondip Hill,Kingsdon,Somerton,BA22 8JL
Proposal: Erection of an agricultural building for use as a grain store.

Application Status: Application permitted with conditions
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The Kingsdon Grand Draw
It’s that time of year again when Marilyn and I are thinking about
what prizes to get for this years Grand Draw. So far we have the following:
We are indebted to Dave Mackay, once again, for giving a flight in his plane for two people as our
First Prize.
Other prizes we have assembled are, a Gin Drinker’s Hamper, it has gin, mixers, Dartington
glasses and all the tools for a cocktail bar. There is a very attractive wine rack shaped like a barrel, containing 6 nice bottles of wine, a Pimms Hamper, a 85cm tall Teddy with a Magnum of
Sparkling Wine, Vouchers worth £40 from Brown & Forrest Smokery Restaurant. The ultimate
Pong Box from the Pong Cheese Company. A Chocoholics Hamper with a bottle of ‘Mozart’
Chocolate Cream Liqueur, plus many other prizes.
All proceeds will go to the Kingsdon Jubilee Fund which has two objectives:
1. Underwrite the costs of putting on village social events.
2. Fund enhancements to village facilities and infrastructure
To be drawn at the Kingsdon Festival Marquee on Sunday 25th August 2019 at 9pm
Registered under the Gambling Act 2005 with South Somerset D.C. No. 33427
Promoter: Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somerton, Somerset TA11 7LW
Tickets are not transferable and may not be purchased by persons under 16 years of age.

Tickets £1 each - Please make cheques payable to ‘Kingsdon Jubilee Fund’
Please return counterfoils and your remittance by end of Saturday 24th August to Wallace Elliott at
4 Manor Close, Kingsdon or to Kingsdon Community Shop.
If you require more tickets please contact Marilyn & Wally

Please return this part of the ticket

If any generous Kingsdon resident would like to donate a prize
this would be gratefully received - Thanks Wally
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Introducing the Navy Wings Wasp Pilots! Keith Copus on the left who flew the Wessex, Wasp and civilian rotary aircraft including the
Dorset and Somerset Air Ambulance and Simon Thomas of Kingsdon, who flew the Wessex, Wasp, Sea King and Lynx and who trained
in the Bulldog and Gazelle! Pictured here with instructor John Beattie, The UK Air Display Circuit would be a less interesting and potentially less safe arena for the general public if so many pilots, both military and civilian, hadn’t benefitted from John’s wisdom and so
many people had not witnessed his graceful displays.
A fine collection of Naval aviators and real gentlemen.
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I told my Doctor I had a problem with my left ear.
“Are you sure ?”
“Yeah, I’m definite.”
Just spent $300 on a limousine and discovered that the fee
doesn't include a driver...
Can’t believe I’ve spent all that money and have nothing to
chauffeur it!
Dave took Mary out for a romantic dinner where the conversation turned to the subject of marriage. Dave had been saving for an engagement ring, but he was in graduate school
and in dire need of a new computer.
Mary was understanding, telling Dave they had the rest of
their lives to get engaged, so he should use his savings to
buy a new computer instead.
During dessert, Dave suddenly reached into his pocket and
pulled out an engagement ring. Mary was stunned, but after
she collected herself, she looked up and prompted, "Well,
don't you have something to ask me?"
Dave then got down on bended knee.
"Honey," he said, "will you buy me a new computer?"
Bill Brown decided it was time to buy a new house, so he
decided to sell his old house and put the matter in an estate
agent's hands.
The agent wrote up a sales blurb for the house that made
wonderful reading. After Bill read it, he turned to the agent
and asked, "Does my house have everything your ad says it
does?"
The agent said, "It certainly does. Why do you ask?"
Bill replied, "Cancel the sale. It's exactly what I'm looking
for!"
A girl involved with a women’s lib group boarded a crowded bus and one man rose to his feet.
“No, no! You must not give up your seat, I insist!” she said.
The man replied, “Lady, you may insist as much as you like.
But this is my street, so this is where I get off.”
Little Johnny did not go to school one day. The next day
when the teacher asked him why, he said, "Our cow was on
heat, so I had to take her to the bull."
"Oh I see," said the teacher, "but I'm sure your father could
have done that."
"No ma'am, he couldn't have," said Johnny, "it has to be the
bull"
Modern Seagulls wouldn’t know what a live fish looks
like………
But they know what time McDonald’s opens.

I saw a police officer dressed as a pilot today and thought it
was weird...
Then I realized he must be one of those “plane clothes cops”
There was this snail who wanted to be a Formula One racing
driver. He went along to the track and asked if he could drive.
The racing team manager said, 'Yes, but you can't have a
number on your car, you can only have an 'S' because you are
a snail.'
The Snail was OK about this is, so he entered the race.
The race started and the snail's car was at the back ... but suddenly he sped to the front, over-taking all the cars .....and
won!!
As the spectators saw the Snail speed past them, they yelled
'WOW! ............LOOK AT THAT S-CAR GO!!'
The oldest Computer can be traced back to Adam and Eve
Surprise! Surprise!
It was an Apple. But with extremely limited memory.
Just 1 byte. - Then everything crashed.
Letter from a parent..
My son got sent home from school today. He had been suspended for running around the girls toilets in his boxer shorts.
Seems he had done it for a bet. Suspension seemed to be a bit
harsh, so I rang the headmaster to explain that it was just a bit
of craic gone too far. and as far as I was aware that it was all
done in the best possible taste for a bet. However, he was having none of it and stuck by the suspension. Getting a bit
peeved, I asked him if he would rather have him thieving and
smashing the school up like others I could mention...
"No", he said, "I would rather have him teaching 5th year
chemistry that he is paid to do"
A man received the following text from his neighbour:
I am so sorry Bob, I’ve been riddled with guilt and I have to
confess. I have been helping myself to your wife, day and
night when you are not around. In fact , more than you. I do
not get it at home, but that’s no excuse. I can no longer live
with the guilt and I hope you will accept my sincerest apology
with my promise that it won’t ever happen again.
Bob in complete shock, didn’t know what to do……..
A few moments later, a second t”ext came in: Damn spell
check! I meant “wi-fi”
I ordered some stuff online yesterday and I used my Donor
Card instead of my Debit Card. - Cost me an arm and a leg.
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SORTED! e-newsletter June 2019
As part of the transformation of all waste services, a new contractor has been selected for the new Recycle More collections – full details below. Plus:
• One year on – collecting plastic pots, tubs and trays at recycling centres
• Home composting, the best way to deal with organic garden wastes
Somerset Waste Partnership (SWP) has today (13 May 2019) announced that it has selected SUEZ recycling and recovery
UK (SUEZ) as its preferred bidder to help deliver a comprehensive new recycling service across Somerset from 2020.
The new contract will see SUEZ deliver SWP’s new Recycle More service, operating new vehicles and collecting a far wider range of recycling every week, including more plastic packaging.
Worth £210m for its initial 10-year duration, with an option to extend for another 10 years, the contract will employ more
than 460 people locally with no redundancies expected and extra staff required.
In addition to the dozen or so materials – including food waste – already collected weekly, Recycle More will pick up a wide
range of new items, including plastic pots, tubs and trays; Tetra Paks and other beverage cartons; small electrical items; and
household batteries.
Taking far more recyclable household material each week, Recycle More will help empty rubbish bins, which will be collected every three weeks. The new service will start rolling out across Somerset in 2020.
Recycle More is one part of the transformation of all Somerset waste services, with upgraded recycle sites, and a new deal
agreed to switch almost all rubbish from being landfilled in Somerset to generate electricity at a brand new Resource Recovery Centre in Avonmouth.
These major changes will ensure that the vast majority of material discarded from homes is either recycled or produces power. Full Recycle More details will be sent to every home well in advance.
SUEZ currently successfully operates contracts elsewhere that have expanded the range of items residents are able to recycle
and introduced three-weekly general refuse collections. These services have been well-received by residents, raised local
recycling rates and cut the amount of rubbish sent to landfill.
The current service is provided by Kier, and all staff will transfer to SUEZ when the new contract begins in March 2020. All
current staff were informed of these changes at a special briefing with SWP, Kier and members of SUEZ’s senior leadership
team this morning, which took place at each of the five depot locations in Somerset.
Recycle More has been fully tested in a long-term, large-scale trial in Somerset that saw recycling levels jump, rubbish tonnages fall, very few problems – all of which were easily resolved, no fly-tipping, and overwhelming support: the post-trial
survey showed 84% approval rating for Recycle More’s extra recycling and less frequent rubbish collections.
Plastic recycling at sites
In the year since SWP began taking a wide range of plastic packaging at all recycle sites, it has proved a big success, with a
69% increase in the tonnage of rigid plastic food and household pots, tubs, trays and bottles sent for recycling.
You can recycle pots for yoghurt, face cream or hair gel; tubs for margarine, ice-cream or laundry tabs; and trays/punnets for
meat, ready-meals and fruit, including black plastics.
Keep contamination levels down by removing foil and film covers, absorbent pads and cards and by giving the packaging a
rinse to remove food waste. To save space in the banks, squash items before depositing.
Not all plastics can be taken. Not accepted are:
• Thin plastic, such as cling film, bubble wrap, carrier bags, film covers, bread bags, multipack wraps.
• Expanded polystyrene i.e. packaging inserts.
• Plastic paint pots or plant pots and seed trays.
• Other plastics, such as toys, garden furniture, car parts, or CDs, DVDs, VHS tapes and cases.
Bag a compost bin to help your garden bloom
As gardens bloom and vegetables grow, gardeners can buy compost bins, food digesters and water butts through SWP's partnership with getcomposting.com.
Compost converter bins cost £18.50 and the "buy one, get one half price" offer offers a second for only £9.25 – great if you
share the order with a family member or friend.
Benefits of making compost at home include:
• Turning your natural garden waste into a free nutrient-rich soil improver, as homemade compost contains nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium.
• Sustainable and mileage free, producing this peat-free soil improver is an excellent way to help protect your local environment.
• Home-made compost on your flower and vegetable beds encourages worms and other "mini-beasts" that will aerate your
soil; great if you practice “no-dig” gardening.
• Adding vegetable peelings, apple cores, fruit peel, tea leaves and coffee grounds into the compost bin helps cut back food
waste sent for commercial composting.
• Many of the brown materials needed in the perfect compost mix are easily found at home, including loo roll tubes, and
scrunched up cereal boxes and egg boxes.
• Less expected materials can be composted, from textiles that are 100% cotton or wool to sweetcorn cobs, natural corks,
hair, herbivore pet bedding and sawdust.
Find helpful hints and tips on home composting here:https://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/home-composting/
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June

2019 Collection Dates

Wheelie Bins
Kerbside Collection
Green Bins

Tuesdays 11th & 25th June
Tuesdays 4th, 11th, 18th & 25th
Tuesdays 4th & 18th June

Simon Whatley
Plumbing & Heating
Glebelands, Bineham Lane,
Yeovilton, Yeovil,
Somerset. BA22 8EZ
Tel: 07794 784108

LOGS FOR SALE
Well Seasoned
Hardwood Logs
for Sale
Free Delivery in Kingsdon
Contact: Austin
Tel 07879690941
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Thinking about selling or letting
your property?
Looking for a new home in the
local area? Then look no further.
…
Kingsdon Resident Gabby Osborne
is your local property expert & the
new Branch Manager at Palmer
Snell in Gabby lived in Kingsdon
for over 20 years & has been an estate agent in the local area
for 9 years.
Who better to sell your property than someone who knows the
area, knows the market & is passionate about the village.

QUEEN’S VOLUNTEER
Page 24

