Draft MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
THURSDAY 11th APRIL 2019 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm
Parishioner comment time:
A parishioner would like to comment on item 8.
Present:
Mr David Beswick (Chairman); Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mr G. Osborne, Mr P.Waters , Mr W
Elliott, Mrs S Mackay, (Parish Councillors); Mr D Norris (District councillor); Mr D Ruddle (County
Councillor), Mrs Kate Hatt (Parish Clerk) and Mr K. Tridgell (RFO) plus 16 parishioners.
1. Apologies:
Mr I Dibben
2. Declarations of Interest:
None other than those already declared.
3. Minutes:
The minutes of the monthly Parish Council meeting held on the 14th March 2019, which had been
previously circulated, were proposed by B.Paine and seconded by S.Mackay, and unanimously
approved and signed.
4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items
D.Beswick has delivered a letter to the pub about the damaged wall.
Letters about the HDVs have been passed to Tony Capazzoli and he has already visited the quarries
and spoken to them for us.
G.Osbourne has talked to highways and they could put a sign up but this will take a while, we
could do it ourselves, quicker, at a cost to our selves. He has spoken to D.Ruddle about where to
go about signage. This was discussed further.
K.Tridgell still needs to do the donation to shop mobility.
Kingsdon logo – B.Paine has not received any feedback. It was decided that instead of adding an
attachment to email we will have a signature box.
It was proposed by B.Paine to accept this policy on logo use with the amendment, seconded by
G.Osbourne, all in favour.
5.
Chairman’s Report
I have a number of points to address.
The first is to let those of you who don’t already know that there will be no Parish Council
elections this May. The only people submitting nomination forms were the present councillors. I
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have to say that this does surprise us given the level of criticism directed at the council over the
last 12 months. We have variously been accused of secrecy, misinformation, mismanagement,
lying and even tampering with the voting. That no member of the self appointed Action Group,
who purport to represent a large group group of residents, saw fit to offer themselves to the
village to confirm that representation, I find quite astonishing. It would seem that negative
criticism is much preferred to positive involvement or where I come from, no one was prepared to
put their money where their mouths were.
On a lighter note we will be holding the Annual Parish Meeting in May on a date yet to be
determined, where all activity groups, clubs and organisations within the village have the
opportunity to bring everyone up to date with their activities and hopes for the future. I would
encourage you all to attend as this presents an opportunity to get more involved in village life.
The council should review its various standing orders in May, at the Annual Parish Council
meeting. As we will be that council, can I ask councillors to have a look through our orders to see if
we need to make any changes which we could probably do at the meeting. I suggest you circulate
any changes you might propose.
D.Ruddle said that negative criticism does happen. He also congratulated the council on the
number of parishioners we now have attending at meetings.
Action – councillors look at standing orders by the next meeting.
6. Correspondence
We have received a letter of thanks from giving a donation to the woodlands.
Merchant navy day – 3rd September. Could approach church to see if they would fly the flag. Wally
may do so, councillors to give it some thought.

7.1 and 7.2 Finance- report and cheque signing.
KPC Account Opening balance as at 01.03.2019
£1,851.26
Net Cheque /Standing Order Balance £700.20
Payments/Transfer In £0.00
Transfer Out £0.00
Closing Balance as at 31.03.2019
£1,151.06
Uncleared Items - None
£0.00
True Balance as at 31.03.2019 £1,151.06
Savings Account
Opening balance as at 01.03.2019
Net Cheque Balance
£0.00
Interest 04/03/19
£11.77
Transfer In
£0.00
Transfer Out £0.00
Closing Balance as at 31.03.2019
£22,758.43

£22,746.66

Asset Savings Account Opening balance as at 01.03.2019
Transfer In
£0.00

£10,515.23
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Interest 04/03/19
£5.24
Transfer Out £0.00
Closing Balance as at 31.03.2019

£10,520.47

Clerk Services New Standing Order May 2018 - March 2019 N.B. Monthly payments of £90 x 11
payments
£990.00
K Hatt Clerk Services for April 2019 (standing order)
£90.00
K.Tridgell updated us on the finances which have been previously circulated to councillors.

He doesn’t see a need to make any transfers from savings to current this month.
We have a bill for Parish on-line software – thoughts? We need Ian to answer this.
The end of year audit time is here, there were a couple of discrepancies which he has
managed to clear up with J.Land.
We still have to disclose some auditing information to the external auditors.
Would our internal auditors do this for us? K.Tridgell is currently looking into this.
Clerks fees need approval for 19/20. There could be a slight increase.
It was proposed by B.Paine to increase the payment to £100 from May 2019, seconded by
W.Elliott, all in favour.
B.Paine queried whether the asset replacement transfer has happened this last financial
year? It has not.
Action – K.Tridgell to make this transfer.
The insurance quotation looks adequate, councillors have seen the schedule, this will be
approved in the May meeting.

8. Playground Inspections
SSDC have given us notification that they will be no longer doing the annual assessment and risk
assessment.
It was agreed to approach each suggested company for a quotation, including a company that
W.Elliott knows of. Could we get a cheaper price for doing 3 years?
G.Osbourne asked if there was a course a councillor could go on to do this ourselves? It was
agreed to contact Somerton clerk, who has done a course. Action – G.Osbourne and W.Elliott.
9. Village Hall
A number of people have been asking D.Beswick what the current situation is about the village
hall, so Duncan Moore is here to give an update. As follows:
A draft interim report is still to be agreed, so currently what follows is a personal report.
Firstly they engaged with the Kingsdon estate to see what options might be available. This led to a
promise to grant the freehold of any village hall site, together with others including the allotments
and the village field, subject to them gaining consent for their housing development.
We surveyed the village through a questionnaire to gain opinion. The results confirmed a wide
division in the village. A significant number of results were not filled in correctly, but because we
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sought opinion and not a mandate, we felt justified to interpret them as much as possible, but
found that they did not alter the overall result.
Key results – the village is polarised in its preference between a new build or refurbishment.
Good kitchen facilities were considered important. Traffic is a concern to many villagers; this
affects the choice in location. Villagers were united in considering the village hall a valuable
community asset.
They short listed a number of options and were left with 5 options they considered in more detail● Refurbish the existing hall
● New build on former school field
● New build on the Kingsdon estate housing development
● New build on land adjacent to the church
● New build on plot on lower road
We assessed each option on 5 perspectives:
● Strategic assessment – how options meet villagers needs
● Economic case – value for money for each option
● Commercial case – whether it is commercially viable
● Financial case – affordability of each option
● Management case – whether the village is capable of delivering the project.
Key differences Refurbishment would require some closure which could drive away existing users.
All would be subject to project management costs.
The cost of refurbishment would be around £380,000 subject to Vat, raising the real cost to
around £460,000
The old school field cannot be developed for another 7 years, due to a covenant. This increases
the risk of costly repairs, but surveys report does say it has ten years left.
Each of the new build would cost around £550,000, but it would not be subjected to vat and
neither would the management costs.
New builds on other sites would also have potential to sell house on current village hall site, which
would release around £180,000. Therefore a new build cost would be down to around £370,000£390,000.
Other factors considered –
We believe the hall should be a similar size to this one, to allow for maintenance and upkeep. But
would a refurbished building have more cost to maintain than a new build. This needs further
looking into.
A hall next to the church may offer advantages to both the church and village hall, church
functions that use both, would relieve car parking in the village, and traffic through the village. The
church commissioners have been approached to gauge their interest.
We are now seeking the village hall management committee’s decision on the following –
Is the working group to proceed to the next stage of more detailed proposals?
Can we reduce these to the two more favoured options?
Are they happy with the size being the same as the current one?
Are there any areas that they do not want us to continue to look into?
Our next phase will probably involve:
Formal commitment from the estate about specific parcels of land.
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Risks of upkeep and maintenance costs, availability of funding grants and development of an
outline design brief.
Duncan Moore then invited any questions.
D.Beswick – pointed out that costs are similar but are grants available for new builds but not rebuilds?
They have considered this as a group. There may-be possibility of gaining a grant for a re-build but
unlikely, much more likely to get grants for new builds.
D.Beswick – wouldn’t a new hall have more modern systems, which would make it less expensive
to run?
This would depend on the refurbishments that would be done – the existing hall, could be
modernised well, to be like a new build.
Are drains a problem under the existing land?
This should be a matter of maintaining them and keeping them free from grit.
The ground is made up of old ground, rubble. There are issues with the current ground.
David Norris suggested we check with planning department, as they can be sensitive about
building next to a church.
10. Date of next meeting
Thursday 9th (annual parish council meeting and parish council monthly meeting) and 16th May
(annual parish meeting) 2019.
Action - Advert to W.Elliott about the parish meeting – K.Hatt
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.25pm
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