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Her Majesty The Queen’s
visit to King’s School
Thursday 28th March 2019 will be a day
that none at King’s School Bruton will
ever forget.
A very proud Hetta Campbell of Kingsdon,
had great pleasure in being introduced to
Her Majesty The Queen during the opening of the impressive new Queen Elizabeth
Music School to celebrate the School’s
500th anniversary

Message from Sarah
My thanks to everyone
who supported me and
there is a party at the Inn
tomorrow (Monday) at
6.30pm

All Saints Church
Priest in Charge: Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029 (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other occasional services)
Church Warden: Mrs Bel Allan Tel. 01935 840878
Parochial Church Council: Secretary: Nicholas J. Allan Tel 01935 840878 Treasurer: Tony Steele-Perkins 01935 840184
Tower Captain: Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344
Church Services for May
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Thursday

5th
12th
19th
26th
30th

May
May
May
May
May

11 a.m.
9.30 am
6 p.m.
9.30 a.m.
7pm Ascension Day

Family Service
Morning prayer
Even Song
Holy Communion
Benefice Holy Communion

Jenny Gollop
Bruce Lyons
Rev Alan Symonds
Rev Adrian Hopwood
Rev Alan Symonds

Kingsdon Village Hall
For all information (except bookings) contact: David Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. Kingsd
n TA11 7LL Tel:01935 841453

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club
The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings between 7.30pm and 9.30pm. If you are interested then
please contact Martin Singleton on 841162 or just come along.

For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close,
Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk

Kingsdon Afternoon Club
The Afternoon Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at
3pm in the Village Hall. New members (any age) are always welcome. For information contact Richards South tel: 840912

Bookings for May 2019
Short Mat Bowls Mondays 7.30pm - 9pm, and
Tuesdays 10am - 12noon
Table Tennis Club Tuesdays at 7.30pm
Yeovil D. Canine Soc. Wednesdays at 6.30pm
Art Club - Thursdays 10am (Term time only)
Puppy Training Sundays 9.30am
Elections Thursday 2nd
Private Function Thursday 5th 12 – 12pm
Parish Council Meeting -Thursday9th 7.30pm
Parish Meeting Thursday 16th 7.30pm
Practical Study Group Wednesday 15th 10am
Afternoon Club Wednesday 22nd 3pm
European Election Thursday 23rd
Private Function Friday 31st

Kingsdon Boule & Croquet Club (New Venue)
From 26th April members will meet at the Kingsdon Cricket Club
ground every Thursday between 2pm and 4 pm weather permitting.
The club welcomes new members or just come along to enjoy a
taster session followed by tea and cake in the club house. For more
details contact Nina Carlisle on 01935840933
or email ninacarlisle@talktalk.net
Kingsdon Knitting Club
(Knitting for Good Causes)
The Knitters meet on the second Saturday of the month at 10.30am
to midday in the Community Shop. For information please contact:
Linda Rumbles 01935 840132 or Babs Conway 01935 841811

The Kingsdon Jubilee Fund Trustees
Chairman: Andy Fryer, Secretary: Martin Gilmore, Treasurer: Tim Taylor,
Ian Dibben, Mark Freeman, Beverley Fulton, Robert Fulton, Chris Taylor, Keith Thomas
Kingsdon Cricket Club
President: Algy Napier
Chairman / Secretary / Fixtures: Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somerton, TA11 7LW
Tel 01935 841444 07990673935. Email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk
Team Selection: Ian Birrell Watersmeet, Huish Episcopi, Langport. TA10 9HE Tel 01458 259231 07817959709
Trustees: B. Carlisle, I. Birrell, J. Schofield
Captain / Treasurer: J. Schofield
Charlton Short Mat Bowls
The Short Mat Bowls Club meet Mondays at 7.30pm - 9.30pm and Tuesdays at 10am to 12 noon in Kingsdon Village Hall.
Come along to free taster session - Bowls provided, all ages welcome. Free tuition given.
For more in formation ring Mabel: 01458 273420 or Liz: 01458 2232770
The Kingsdon Chronicle
The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation. Cheques payable to ‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’ The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers If you wish me to
publish an article, please email your request with the details or send it in writing. Requesting publication you are agreeing
your article can be published on the Kingsdon website at: http://www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/ Please ensure I
acknowledge receipt. Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views
of The Kingsdon Chronicle production team. The editor will assume that all material supplied is original, or from copyright
free sources. (It is the contributor’s responsibility to gain any necessary permissions and to provide acknowledgments).”
Editor: Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444, Mobile 07990673935,
Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/
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From the Vicarage
On the 14th March 2019 Cyclone Idia struck the Eastern coast of Africa bringing 125 mph winds, storm surges and heavy
rain. Rivers burst their banks, landslides occurred and houses and trees were flattened in Mozambique, Zimbabwe and Malawi killing more than 1,000 people. On March 27th the same area reported over 4,000 deaths through Cholera caused by
drinking polluted water. By April 10th there were 7,500 known cases of Malaria caused by mosquitos hatching out of the remaining stagnant water.
This is but the latest of a long list of violent and disruptive weather events which are affecting our world and are expected to
increase in frequency as the world continues to warm. Experts say that 2018 was the fourth warmest year since 1850, the top
three were 2016, 2017 and 2015.
This month we have Christian Aid week which runs from 12th to 18th May and we will be invited to contribute to funds to
support the work that Christian Aid are doing around the world. They are part of the Disasters Emergency Committee an
organisation which pools resources to help support such places as East Africa, and has been sending food, shelter, helping
with clean water and treatment for those suffering from Cholera and Malaria. So I do encourage you to give generously.
However reacting to disasters as they happen is not the only solution, far better to try to reduce the number and vehemence
of such occasions. So Christian Aid are also campaigning for action over climate change. They are currently putting pressure
on banks and big corporations which invest heavily in fossil fuels and encouraging them to swop their support to “clean”
energy production. They are also working with individuals in poorer countries and helping them to a more sustainable lifestyle. In fact the only people they are not working with and encouraging to a greener lifestyle are you and I.
But then perhaps with the knowledge of various weather related disasters around, some of which have affected this country,
we can be trusted to take our own steps to reduce our energy consumption even further and play our part in trying to sustain
our planet.
With every blessing
Alan Symonds

SOUTH SOMERSET DISTRICT COUNCIL
ELECTION OF PARISH COUNCILLOR(S)
THURSDAY, 2 MAY 2019
The following is a statement as to the persons nominated for election as Councillor for the

KINGSDON PARISH COUNCIL

David Beswick, Ian Dibben, Wallace Elliott,
Sue Mackay, Guy Osborne, Brian Paine, & Phil Waters
ELECTION OF DISTRICT COUNCILLOR(S)
THURSDAY, 2 MAY 2019
The following is a statement as to the persons nominated for election as Councillor for the
NORTHSTONE, IVELCHESTER AND ST MICHAEL'S WARD
STATEMENT AS TO PERSONS NOMINATED The following persons have been nominated: Surname Other
Names Home Address Description (if any) Decision of the returning officer

CAPOZZOLI TONY 5 Church St. Ilchester ( Independent)
HULL CHARLIE Footsteps, High St. Charlton Adam (Conservative Party Candidate)
LE HARDY CHRISTOPHER ANTONY Address in South Somerset District (Conservative
Party Candidate)
PRIEST ALEXANDER CHRISTIE Halfway House, Mill Lane, Tintinhull, Yeovil.
(Conservative Party Candidate)
ROWSELL PAUL THOMAS The Halfway House Inn, Country Lodge, Chilthorne Domer
(Liberal Democrats.)
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Maurice Alexander Davidson
4th October 1927 ~~ 5th April 2019

On Tuesday 16th April I attended a memorial service for Alex Davidson at Greenacres Heatherley Wood,
Grayshott, Hampshire, representing his friends and neighbours of Kingsdon and members of Kingsdon Cricket
Club. In attendance also from Kingsdon was Sue Hancock with her daughters Caroline & Stephanie. With me was
Marilyn and our daughter Kirsty together with Sheila Lord.
A poem was read by Alex’s grandson Liam, Family memories were given by his daughter Julie and son, John,and
family friend Isobel.
Further messages were read from Martin Singleton, Richard Hollaway and Thelma & Tony Masters
I then gave memories from Kingsdon:
Alex loved his gardening.
When Alex moved to Kingsdon over 30 years ago he immediately became involved in village life. He took on the
running of the Village Hall and organised a very successful and profitable annual plant sale that became well
known in South Somerset and raised thousands for Village Hall funds. His greenhouse was always packed with a
vast array of plants he had brought on each year for the plant sales. He also loved his own garden, which was immaculately kept, a real pleasure to visit.
Alex loved his sport,
Alex was a long-standing Vice - President and supporter of Kingsdon Cricket Club, attending all home matches. He even went on tour with the club, one such tour we all remember was to North Wales--- in the pouring
rain. It was wet on the outside and afterwards very wet on the inside, Alex did enjoy his pint.
Alex was also a member of Somerset County Cricket Club which we both attended when possible, we were fortunate one year to watch Somerset play in a cup final at Lords.

Golf was another of Alex’s hobbies where he played regularly with Tony Masters at Long Sutton Golf Club.
Football was another sport Alex enjoyed; we spent many a winter evening together watching the top matches on
his TV with glass of his favourite wine to go with the cheese served at half time.
Sunday lunch time was when a group of us met up with Alex at the Kingsdon Inn for “Sunday Prayers”... AKA a
pint and to review all the sporting results from the previous week,…….. and try to put the world to rights!
One of the most memorable days I recall, was a crowd from the village, meeting at Alex’s house to watch rugby on
his TV. It was for the final of the Rugby World Cup, the match was played between England and Australia on 22
November 2003 in Sydney, England won 20–17 to win the Webb Ellis Cup for the very first time.
Following the service refreshments were served at Orchard Barn, Cherry Orchard Farm, Churt, Surrey.
Page 4

Kingsdon Community Shop - New Lines & Old

Free items needing new homes
We have the above items, all in good condition surplus to requirements.
They are all free, but a small donation to the village shop would be appreciated.
26 inch Sony Bravia Television.
Small computer stand/table measuring 33in (84cm) wide, 19.25in (49cm) deep, 30.5in
(77cm) tall.
CD rack (or ornament stand) measuring 9.375in (24cm) wide, 8.625in (22cm) deep, 37in
(94cm) tall.
Anyone interested please telephone 01935 842058
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A farewell message from Capt. Jim Masters MBE
Dear All
I am being taken up North to see out my final years! It happens to
us all eventually, except moving North!
Kingsdon is a wonderful place to live and I will miss it all.
Thanks for all the happy years - I am sad to be going but that’s life.
I will return from time to time because my darling wife is still here.
I want to return to join her when my time is up.

Best wishes
Jim
A small part in the life of this amazing man.
Jim spent his youth swimming, building rafts and narrowly escaping drowning on several occasions. He joined the army in
1943 at the tender age of 14 and rose up the ranks to become Captain. He served for 32 years as a Sapper, which is where he
learnt about all matters relating to water. At one stage he served with John Blashford-Snell and with his combat engineer experience, found himself stretched to the limit in keeping him from blowing himself up with his homemade explosive devices.
Together they founded the Scientific Exploration Society and embarked on several escapades along the Blue Nile. Returning
from a stint in the Congo, Jim became involved in running various youth ventures, including Operation Drake, Raleigh and
the Fairbridge, earning him an MBE for his ‘services to youth’.
Ebola
The news of another outbreak of the deadly Ebola fever in West Africa, awakened memories for Jim of his involvement in
the investigation of the original outbreak in 1976. At the time he was working in Zaire organising the distribution of medical supplies to the interior to ensure that they were reaching those in need. He had been recruited by Dr. Bill Close, the President’s doctor, to tackle quite a challenge. Jim’s recruitment had happened when the Zaire River Expedition was about to
leave the country for the UK.
He returned with family and quickly started to tackle the most challenging task he had ever faced. It grew day by day and
required him to travel thousands of miles visiting all of the regions of the huge country. Over a period Jim opened medical
depots in each region and set up a system which seemed to work.
One day he was sent for to be told that a deadly fever was killing hundreds of people in Equateur Province and was concentrated near a river called Ebola. The sick were going to a Catholic Mission hospital hoping to get help. Sadly at that stage
little could be done as the fever had no history.
They quickly got a team of researchers to travel from Atlanta, Georgia to investigate. His task was to get them to the site by
plane and helicopter, keep them supplied with whatever they needed, and to collect medical samples which had to be flown
to the USA for further studies.
Jim had to evacuate one of the team to South Africa because it was thought he might have contracted the fever. Jim describes it as a challenging time of his life but a fascinating end to something started by taking a part in a Scientific Exploration Society Project. Patron of ‘Just a Drop’
Just a Drop is an international water aid charity, which was set up in 1998. Just a Drop’s patrons consist of public figures
and celebrities who donate their time and lend their profile to help the charity spread awareness and understanding of the
cause. They are crucial in helping ‘Just a Drop’ to secure publicity and grow support.
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The Royal Navy Historic Flight, which has flown the flag for the Royal Navy at air shows
and public events around the country for nearly 50 years, stands down on 31 March 2019.
Founded in 1972, the Royal Navy Historic Flight, based at RNAS Yeovilton, has kept the Royal Navy’s aviation heritage in
the public eye, displaying some of Britain’s most iconic naval aircraft, including the Swordfish, Sea Hawk, Sea Fury and
Firefly to audiences of over 3 million people a year. These historic aircraft are the golden thread linking the past with current operations and the future. Flying them at air shows and events brings history to life in a dynamic way showcasing the
story of naval flying and the technological advances that have led the world.
The uniqueness of the Royal Navy Historic Flight collection, including some of the rarest and most historically significant
Royal Navy aircraft in the world has also made the Flight a source of great national pride and a tribute to all those who have
served in the Fleet Air Arm.
Today the collection includes the only two flying Fairey Swordfish in the world. These two aircraft, Swordfish Mk II LS326,
the aircraft around which the original Flight was formed, and Swordfish Mk I W5856 are national treasures, as important in
our nation’s history as the Spitfire and the Hurricane

The only two flying Swordfish in the world, Swordfish Mk II LS326 and Swordfish Mk I W5856. The retention and preservation of a flight of historic aircraft was first approved by the Admiralty in the early 1960s when Swordfish LS326 was gifted to the Royal Navy by Westland Aircraft Ltd as a living memorial to all those who have served in the RNAS and Fleet Air
Arm since the birth of naval flying in 1909.
Now, nearly 90 years since the much loved ‘Stringbag’ entered service with the Royal Navy and played such a vital part in
the Battle of the Atlantic (1939-45), these distinguished old aircraft are set to come off the military register and end their service under the White Ensign.
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Other aircraft in the collection include Hawker Sea Fury FB.11 VR930, a pristine example of the last of the post war pistonengine fighters, Armstrong Whitworth Sea Hawk FGA.6 WV908, representing the Fleet Air Arm’s entry into the jet age, de
Havilland Chipmunk T.10 WK608 an aerobatic two seat training aircraft and Swordfish Mk III NF389, awaiting rebuild.
Armstrong Whitworth Sea Hawk FGA.6 WV908 and Hawker Sea Fury FB11 VR930 showcasing carrier aviation of the past
and the entry of the jet age. These two beautiful and graceful aircraft reflect the quantum leap in capability of naval aviation
during the 50s and 60s and are the forerunners of the F-35 jets of today. Taken on 06.10.04. By LA(PHOT) Dan Hooper
“It is an emotional day, but the Royal Navy is intent on keeping the aircraft flying” said Lt Cdr Mark Jameson, Commanding
Officer of the Flight.
Over the next few months, responsibility for maintaining and flying the aircraft is expected to transfer to the charity Navy
Wings, securing their long-term future flying as civilian rather than military aircraft.

End of an Era
Lt Cdr Mark Jameson, the Commanding Officer of the Royal Navy Historic Flight, former Commanding Officers, pilots, engineers, maintainers and ops staff gathered around the Swordfish in the true spirit of the Fleet Air Arm this morning marking
the stand down of the Royal Navy Historic Flight after nearly half a century of keeping the Fleet Air Arm in the public eye.
Photo by Lee Howard ©
The Charity has supported the Flight for over 25 years with annual grants and donations including a major gift of £250,000
towards the rebuild of Swordfish Mk1 W5856, the oldest flying Swordfish in the world. Additionally, the Charity has supplemented the Flight with its own naval heritage aircraft, including a Hawker Sea Fury and de Havilland Sea Vixen, when naval
aircraft have been unavailable. Input from industry has also been fundamental in keeping the aircraft airworthy with engineering support and design advice from BAE Systems, Rolls-Royce and Leonardo proving invaluable.
Negotiating the gifting of military heritage assets can be a lengthy process but the Royal Navy and Navy Wings are working
closely together to finalise details of the transfer, ensuring that the aircraft will not be lost to the nation and will continue to
fly on the air display circuit for years to come.
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We Salute You!

Photo credit: Lee Howard ©
As the Flight stands down, all those Service and civilian personnel who have served and worked
with such commitment and dedication to keep the aircraft flying over the past 48 years can be
proud of their success and achievement. We salute you!
Page 9

Page 10

Cllr. Brian Paine
Vice-Chairman

Cllr. David Beswick
Chairman

Westgate, Top Street, Kingsdon TA11 7JU
Email: b.paine253@btinternet.com
Tel: 01935 842058

Arnor, Top Street, Kingsdon TA11 7JU
Email: david-beswick@sky.com
Tel: 01935 840795

(Former school field parish council link )

(environment, allotments, trees and church link)

Kate Hatt
Kingsdon Parish Council Clerk

Bluebell House, Mow Barton Road,
Kingsdon.. TA11 7DX Tel: 01935 841275
Email kingsdonclerk@btinternet.com.

Cllr. Ian Dibben

Cllr. Guy Osborne

27 Kingsdon TA11 7LF
Email: ildibben@btinternet.com
Tel: 01935 840726
07967272432

Delimara, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon TA11 7LL
osborneskingsdon@gmail.com
Tel: 01935 841137
07951067872

(Village hall link and footpaths)

(Highways, verges and footpaths)

Cllr. Susan J. Mackay
Cottage Barn, Top Street,
Kingsdon TA117JU
Tel: 01935 840023
sjmackay@kingsdon.net

Cllr. Phillip Waters

Cllr. Wallace Elliott

The Old Bakery, Chapel Hill, Kingsdon TA11 7LN
phillipwaters@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 07815898065
(Trees, Drains, Ditches, Litter and Flytipping,

4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW
wallyelliott@hotmail.com
Tel: 01935 841444
07990 673935
(Village field, emergency contact person,
communications, playground checks)

working party of field)

South Somerset District Councillor

David Norris

62 High Street, Wincanton
Somerset, BA9 9JF
Tel: 01963 34535
david.norriscllr@southsomerset.gov.uk

Member of Parliament for
Somerton & Frome

David Warburton

Unit G9, Woodside Court,
Dairy House Yard, Sparkford, BA22 7LH
Tel: 01373 580500
Email: david@warburton.org.uk

County Councillor

Dean Ruddle

Freshfields, Cartway Lane,
Somerton, Somerset, TA11 6JH
Tel: 07976 556054
Email: ddruddle@somerset.gov.uk

The next Parish Council will be held on Thursday 9th May 2019
in Kingsdon Village Hall commencing at 7.30pm
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Draft Minutes of the Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting held on
Thursday 11th April 2019 in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm
Parishioner comment time: A parishioner would like to comment on item 8.
Present: Mr David Beswick (Chairman); Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mr G. Osborne, Mr P.Waters , Mr W Elliott, Mrs S
Mackay, (Parish Councillors); Mr D Norris (District councillor); Mr D Ruddle (County Councillor), Mrs Kate Hatt (Parish
Clerk) and Mr K. Tridgell (RFO) plus 16 parishioners.
1. Apologies: Mr I Dibben
2. Declarations of Interest: None other than those already declared.
3. Minutes: The minutes of the monthly Parish Council meeting held on the 14th March 2019, which had been previously
circulated, were proposed by B.Paine and seconded by S.Mackay, and unanimously approved and signed.
4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items: D.Beswick has delivered a letter to the pub about the damaged wall.
Letters about the HDVs have been passed to Tony Capazzoli and he has already visited the quarries and spoken to them for
us.
G.Osbourne has talked to highways and they could put a sign up but this will take a while, we could do it ourselves, quicker,
at a cost to our selves. He has spoken to D.Ruddle about where to go about signage. This was discussed further.
K.Tridgell still needs to do the donation to shop mobility.
Kingsdon logo – B.Paine has not received any feedback. It was decided that instead of adding an attachment to email we will
have a signature box.
It was proposed by B.Paine to accept this policy on logo use with the amendment, seconded by G.Osbourne, all in favour.
Chairman’s Report: I have a number of points to address.
The first is to let those of you who don’t already know that there will be no Parish Council elections this May. The only people submitting nomination forms were the present councillors. I have to say that this does surprise us given the level of criticism directed at the council over the last 12 months. We have variously been accused of secrecy, misinformation, mismanagement, lying and even tampering with the voting. That no member of the self appointed Action Group, who purport to represent a large group group of residents, saw fit to offer themselves to the village to confirm that representation, I find quite
astonishing. It would seem that negative criticism is much preferred to positive involvement or where I come from, no one
was prepared to put their money where their mouths were.
On a lighter note we will be holding the Annual Parish Meeting in May on a date yet to be determined, where all activity
groups, clubs and organisations within the village have the opportunity to bring everyone up to date with their activities and
hopes for the future. I would encourage you all to attend as this presents an opportunity to get more involved in village life.
The council should review its various standing orders in May, at the Annual Parish Council meeting. As we will be that
council, can I ask councillors to have a look through our orders to see if we need to make any changes which we could probably do at the meeting. I suggest you circulate any changes you might propose.
D.Ruddle said that negative criticism does happen. He also congratulated the council on the number of parishioners we now
have attending at meetings.
Action – councillors look at standing orders by the next meeting.
6. Correspondence: We have received a letter of thanks from giving a donation to the woodlands.
Merchant navy day – 3rd September. Could approach church to see if they would fly the flag. Wally may do so, councillors to
give it some thought.
7.1 and 7.2 Finance- report and cheque signing.
KPC Account Opening balance as at 01.03.2019
£1,851.26

Savings Account Opening balance as at 01.03.2019
£22,746.66

Net Cheque /Standing Order Balance £700.20

Net Cheque Balance

Payments/Transfer In

Interest 04/03/19 £11.77

£0.00

£0.00

Transfer Out£0.00

Transfer In £0.00

Closing Balance as at 31.03.2019 £1,151.06

Transfer Out£0.00

Uncleared Items - None £0.00

Closing Balance as at 31.03.2019

True Balance as at 31.03.2019 £1,151.06

£22,758.43
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Asset Savings Account Opening balance as at 01.03.2019
£10,515.23
Transfer In £0.00
Interest 04/03/19 £5.24
Transfer Out£0.00
Closing Balance as at 31.03.2019
£10,520.47
Clerk Services New Standing Order May 2018 - March 2019 N.B. Monthly payments of £90 x 11 payments £990.00
K Hatt Clerk Services for April 2019 (standing order)
£90.00
K.Tridgell updated us on the finances which have been previously circulated to councillors.
He doesn’t see a need to make any transfers from savings to current this month.
We have a bill for Parish on-line software – thoughts? We need Ian to answer this.
The end of year audit time is here, there were a couple of discrepancies which he has managed to clear up with J.Land.
We still have to disclose some auditing information to the external auditors.
Would our internal auditors do this for us? K.Tridgell is currently looking into this.
Clerks fees need approval for 19/20. There could be a slight increase.
It was proposed by B.Paine to increase the payment to £100 from May 2019, seconded by W.Elliott, all in favour.
B.Paine queried whether the asset replacement transfer has happened this last financial year? It has not.
Action – K.Tridgell to make this transfer.
The insurance quotation looks adequate, councillors have seen the schedule, this will be approved in the May meeting.
8. Playground Inspections: SSDC have given us notification that they will be no longer doing the annual assessment and
risk assessment.
It was agreed to approach each suggested company for a quotation, including a company that W.Elliott knows of. Could we
get a cheaper price for doing 3 years?
G.Osbourne asked if there was a course a councillor could go on to do this ourselves? It was agreed to contact Somerton
clerk, who has done a course. Action – G.Osbourne and W.Elliott.
9. Village Hall: A number of people have been asking D.Beswick what the current situation is about the village hall, so
Duncan Moore is here to give an update. As follows:
A draft interim report is still to be agreed, so currently what follows is a personal report.
Firstly they engaged with the Kingsdon estate to see what options might be available. This led to a promise to grant the freehold of any village hall site, together with others including the allotments and the village field, subject to them gaining consent for their housing development.
We surveyed the village through a questionnaire to gain opinion. The results confirmed a wide division in the village. A significant number of results were not filled in correctly, but because we sought opinion and not a mandate, we felt justified to
interpret them as much as possible, but found that they did not alter the overall result.
Key results – the village is polarised in its preference between a new build or refurbishment.
Good kitchen facilities were considered important. Traffic is a concern to many villagers; this affects the choice in location.
Villagers were united in considering the village hall a valuable community asset.
They short listed a number of options and were left with 5 options they considered in more detailRefurbish the existing hall
New build on former school field
New build on the Kingsdon estate housing development
New build on land adjacent to the church
New build on plot on lower road
We assessed each option on 5 perspectives:
Strategic assessment – how options meet villagers needs
Economic case – value for money for each option
Commercial case – whether it is commercially viable
Financial case – affordability of each option
Management case – whether the village is capable of delivering the project.
Key differences Refurbishment would require some closure which could drive away existing users.
All would be subject to project management costs.
The cost of refurbishment would be around £380,000 subject to Vat, raising the real cost to around £460,000
The old school field cannot be developed for another 7 years, due to a covenant. This increases the risk of costly repairs, but
surveys report does say it has ten years left.
Each of the new build would cost around £550,000, but it would not be subjected to vat and neither would the management
costs.
New builds on other sites would also have potential to sell house on current village hall site, which would release around
£180,000. Therefore a new build cost would be down to around £370,000-£390,000.
Other factors considered –
We believe the hall should be a similar size to this one, to allow for maintenance and upkeep. But would a refurbished building have more cost to maintain than a new build. This needs further looking into.
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A hall next to the church may offer advantages to both the church and village hall, church functions that use both, would relieve car parking in the village, and traffic through the village. The church commissioners have been approached to gauge
their interest.
We are now seeking the village hall management committee’s decision on the following –
Is the working group to proceed to the next stage of more detailed proposals?
Can we reduce these to the two more favoured options?
Are they happy with the size being the same as the current one?
Are there any areas that they do not want us to continue to look into?
Our next phase will probably involve:
Formal commitment from the estate about specific parcels of land.
Risks of upkeep and maintenance costs, availability of funding grants and development of an outline design brief.
Duncan Moore then invited any questions.
D.Beswick – pointed out that costs are similar but are grants available for new builds but not re-builds?
They have considered this as a group. There may-be possibility of gaining a grant for a re-build but unlikely, much more
likely to get grants for new builds.
D.Beswick – wouldn’t a new hall have more modern systems, which would make it less expensive to run?
This would depend on the refurbishments that would be done – the existing hall, could be modernised well, to be like a new
build.
Are drains a problem under the existing land?
This should be a matter of maintaining them and keeping them free from grit.
The ground is made up of old ground, rubble. There are issues with the current ground.
David Norris suggested we check with planning department, as they can be sensitive about building next to a church.

10. Date of next meeting
Thursday 9th (annual Parish Council meeting and Parish Council monthly meeting) and 16th May (annual
parish meeting) 2019.
Action - Advert to W.Elliott about the parish meeting – K.Hatt
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.25pm

Kingsdon Annual Parish Meeting
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Thursday 16th May at 7.30pm in the village hall.
This is chaired by the parish council chairman but it is not a council meeting. It is a meeting for
you, we can put anything you would like on the agenda. We usually have a report from people
such as the district councillor, neighbourhood watch, the shop, and various clubs.
It would be lovely to see as many of the village there as possible. Tea, coffee and biscuits will be
provided.
If there is anyone who would like something on the agenda, particularly groups in our village,
please contact me on kingsdonclerk@gmail.com, by 7th May 2019. Then on the night just turn up
and have your slot on the agenda, if you provide me with an email of your report, I will include it
in the minutes for the chronicle.
Hope to see you there.
Kate Hatt (clerk)
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South Somerset District Council Planning Applications
Application No: 19/00108/TCA
Applicant: Mrs Lynn Moore
Location: Lapford, 39 Silver Street, Kingsdon, Somerton, TA11 7JX
Proposal: Application to carry out tree works within a conservation area AMENDED SPECIFICATION: Notification of
intent to fell x 1 Pine tree within a Conservation Area (25.02.2019)
Application Status: Application Permitted
Application No: 19/00671/TCA |
Applicant: Mr Graham Clark
Location: 41 Silver Street Kingsdon Somerton Somerset TA11 7JX
Proposal: Notification of intent to carry out tree works to No 1 tree within a Conservation Area AMENDED SPECIFICATION (04.04.2019): Amended notification of works to x 1 Yew tree as follows: - To carry out an overall crown-reduction of
up to 2 metres (as measured from the current branch tips), back to suitable growth points - To crown-lift the sub-lateral
growth by up to 2 metres (as measured from the ground-level to be found at the base of the trunk) - The notification no longer includes any thinning
Application Status: Application permitted
Application No: 19/00769/FUL
Application Status: Pending Consideration
Applicant: Mr M Stewkesbury
Agent: Miss Rebecca Kaye
Parish: Kingsdon
Ward: NORTHSTONE
Location: Barns At Bondip Farm ,Bondip Hill,Kingsdon,Somerton,BA22 8JL
Proposal: Erection of an agricultural building for use as a grain store
Application No: 19/00770/FUL
Application Status: Pending Consideration
Applicant: Mr M Stewkesbury
Agent: Miss Rebecca Kaye
Parish: Kingsdon
Ward: NORTHSTONE
Location: Barns At Bondip Farm ,Bondip Hill,Kingsdon,Somerton,BA22 8JL
Proposal: Erection of an agricultural building for use as a grain store.

The Kingsdon Automated External Defibrillator is located at the Kingsdon Inn Cottage

The Access Code is C175Y

In the event of a person having a cardiac arrest Immediately dial 999 for the Ambulance Service
Commence CPR (Cardiopulmonary resuscitation) and send for the Defibrillator
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The Good Friday Walk through Kingsdon Woods
A really BIG THANK YOU, to all who gave their time,
buns, many eggs ,raffle prizes, walkers, for the GOOD
FRIDAY WALK
Much laughter, chatter, and beatiful bluebells along the
walk.
We raised £222 09 ,for ST MARGARETS HOSPICE,
We hope to keep this much loved walk up in the future,it
has been running in its presant form since 1999, and
many years before that with the estate permission on
GOOD FRIDAY to collect primroses for the church at
Easter.
Thank you
Babs Jenny Joan Phil Cath John Tony

It was really nice to see Connie in attendance on her 90th birthday.

Help Wanted at Kingsdon Holiday Cottages
Kingsdon Holiday Cottages are looking for domestic help to turn around the cottages at times when Kathie is
away or on holiday, also potentially at busy times.
The work involves, simple cleaning, changing of bed sheets, laundering towels, emptying of bins etc. Great rates
of pay, ideal for a Kingsdon resident that would like to earn a few extra pounds.
Call Kathie on 07789 234934

For Sale
HSL Fireside chair - less than 1 year old (label still attached) would accept
£100 - currently priced at £400 in their catalogue
Offers for: 4 sheets of 6 x 6 very strong galvanised wire fencing chickens or bigger animals!
Please Tel 01935 849195 for details on either item

suitable for
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VISION AID OVERSEAS
This year I am hoping to return to Northern Ethiopia with a team of 5 Optometrists for 2 weeks in early November.
We will be taking Gondar University final year Optometry students on Outreach, visiting rural villages to examine eyes
and provide glasses where needed. These will be made in the Vision Centre established by Vision Aid Overseas. We will
be supported by Ophthalmology staff from Gondar Hospital who will attend to those needing medical care.
We will also be delivering an enhanced training programme to Gondar University Faculty Staff.
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Kingsdon Cricket Club - Annual General Meeting Draft Minutes
Held at the Halfway House, Pitney on Sunday 14th April 2019
1. Present: Ian Birrell, Algy Napier, Andy Dale, Ben Carlisle, James Schofield, John Russon, Sam Elliott, Marilyn Elliott
& Wally Elliott.
2. Apologies: Phil Waters
3. Minutes of the last meeting: The minutes were approved with no matters arising.
4. Accounts: The accounts were presented to the meetingt, approved unanimously and signed
5. Election of Officers:
President: - Algy Napier - Proposed by Marilyn Elliott, seconded by Ian Birrell
Chairman / Secretary / Fixtures Secretary: - Marilyn Elliott - Proposed by Algy Napier seconded by James Schofield
Treasurer: James Schofield - Proposed by John Russon, seconded by Ian Birrell
Captain: James Schofield - Proposed by Andy Dale, seconded by John Russon
Vice-captain: To be selected on match days
Ian Birrell agreed to continue with team selection
6. Setting of Match Fees and Annual Subscriptions: It was unanimously agreed the Annual Subscription would be £100.
this reflects the actual number of fixtures, with a Match Fee of £10. (Even with a reduced fixture list the cost of ground
maintenance does not reduce accordingly, it was felt therefore regular members be encouraged all to pay the annual subscription.)
7. Insurance: £654.85 which has been paid
8. Ground & Pitch Preparation: Ben will continue with his hard work looking after the ground. He told the meeting that
the ground was still recovering from last years draught with cracks in the ground to be worked on attempting to fill them.
The practice area needs a lot of rolling before
any practice, hopefully in two weeks, weather permitting.
9. Fixtures for 2018: The fixtures for the
2019 season were given to the meeting.
There would be 5 home and 5 away matches.
10. Fixture Card: Entry in the Fixture Card
by Sponsors to be invited. Suggested sponsorship of £25 upwards depending on size of
advert .
11. Pre-season practice: This is on Friday
evenings at 6pm (see para 8)
12. Match teas: It was hoped members
would help supplying items for teas. Help on
match days serving teas would be sought
from Kingsdon residents.
13. Fund raising: Phil Waters & Simon
Rumbles are hoping to do fund raising this
year.
14. Kingsdon Croquet & Boule Club: The
club continues to successfully use the
ground, paying an annual subscription of
£200.
There being no other business the meeting
was declared closed at 8.30pm
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May

2019 Collection Dates

Wheelie Bins

Tuesdays 14th & 28th

Kerbside Collection

Wednesday 8th, Tuesdays 14th, 21st
& 28th

Green Bins

Wednesday 8th & Tuesday 21st

Moving away from landfill

SORTED! e-newsletter

Building work continues apace at the Avonmouth Resource Recovery Centre, where nearly all of Somerset’s non
-recyclable rubbish will be sent from next year to generate electricity instead of being buried in landfill.
Whilst at the kerbside everything that cannot be recycled will go to generate electricity, the range of unrecyclable
materials taken to recycling sites mean that we have to separate out what cannot be used to generate electricity.
This includes things like PVC window frames (because of the chemicals they contain) and some bulky items like
mattresses.
Having started with Highbridge and Yeovil recycling sites, our “diversion trial” has recently been extended to
Cheddar, Bridgwater, Street and Taunton and will eventually reach all 16 sites. This enables us to learn how to
maximise the amount that is sent to produce electricity, and minimise the amount sent to landfill. In each case, suitable and unsuitable materials are split between two skips and we continue to work with the recycling site staff to
divert as much as possible from landfill.

What happens to our recycling?
SWP’s latest End Use Register – for 2017-18 – shows what happens to everything we collect for recycling. SWP
were the first in the country to publish this data, because how we recycle is as important for our environment as
how much we recycle. It shows that residents reused and recycled 134,000 tonnes of waste (equivalent to 11,000
London buses), with 91% recycled in the UK. This avoided £15 million in landfill costs, which can instead be
used for other front-line council services.
The way people separate their recycling and use our weekly food waste service enables us to produce clean streams
of materials. This matters, because it means what we collect can be used in the most environmentally beneficial
way – turning the glass we collect back into glass bottles for example. This contrasts with the higher costs, lower
quality and worse environmental impact of all-in-one-bin (comingled) recycling. Our impressive performance is
down to the efforts Somerset residents and our crews put in – so thank you.

Plastics packaging and poultry advice
Following an enquiry regarding recycling poultry packaging and whether to wash or not, we suggest residents follow this advice.
To stop the potential spread of food poisoning from campylobacter bacteria, the poultry itself should not be
washed, according to NHS Live Well. It adds that you should "thoroughly wash and clean all utensils, chopping
boards and surfaces used to prepare raw chicken. Wash hands thoroughly with soap and warm water after handling
raw chicken. This helps stop the spread of campylobacter."
We therefore recommend that after food preparation (and if you wish to recycle the meat trays at a recycling site),
you wash and clean plastic trays that have contained raw poultry, then wash your hands before recycling.
For NHS advice on poultry click here:https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/eat-well/never-wash-raw-chicken/
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Thank You

SOMERSET CRICKET
By Peter Crowter

Though I was born in Sussex and an avid cricket fan,
The team for me is Somerset that’s where my love began.
My dad took me to Taunton when I was ten years old.
My hero Arthur Wellard and I loved the way he bowled..
All boys adore fast bowlers, and he was one of those,
And when it was his turn to bat he hit some mighty blows.
Just outside the Taunton ground there runs the river Tone,
They had to keep a boat on hand cause that was in his zone.
Five sixes in one over, disdainfully propelled,
This was a worthy record that for many years he held.
Till Garry Sobers came along and had a mighty bash,
And he hit six to the dismay of bowler Malcolm Nash.
Before my father had a car we went there on the bus,
We cycled once to Taunton ‘twas a tiring day for us.
Later on he bought a car that was my lucky day,
Because all over Somerset their matches they did play
It wasn’t only Taunton that Somerset called home,
And all over the county, their loyal fans did roam.
Moreland’s ground at Glastonbury, Weston-Super-Mare,
Bristol. Bath and Yeovil, their fans followed them there.
I think ‘twas in the seventies I saw them play at Lords,
It was a one-day final and we joined the cheering hordes.
It was a shame, we lost the game and making matters worse,
The team that won was Sussex and on me they have a curse
I went to see T20 finals just the other day,
And who should knock us out but Sussex much to my dismay .

Margaret Hill would like to thank all who
contributed to the collection at Cecil’s funeral on 22nd February.
A total of £281.80 was raised for the Guide
Dogs for the Blind

Kingsdon Knitting Club
We have now completed 9 large blankets
for the MacMillan Unit at Yeovil Hospital,
with several more nearing completion.
Each blanket comprises of approximately
442 rows with 240 stitches in each row, altogether some 106,080 stitches are worked
to achieve the finished item. (Any errors in
calculations, please pass your comments on
to Freda who worked it out)!!
At our next meeting we are hoping to welcome Becca a MacMillan nurse and events/
fundraiser for MacMillan to tell us more
about the work of the charity and why our
blankets are so gratefully received.
If you would like to join us we meet again
Saturday 11th May in the Community Shop
at 10.30 a.m.

Kingsdon Easter Egg Draw
The Winners:
1st Thornton 650 g Marvellously Magnificent
2nd Thorntons 208 g Toffee, Fudge & Caramel collection
3rd Thorntons 217 g Smiles
4th Thorntons 200 g Milk Chocolate Bunny
5th Pierre Marcolini (Brussels) 100 g Petit Lapin Blanc

No. 30 - Jill Sargent
No. 238 - Chloe Gilmore
No. 95 - Linda Beswick
No. 146 - Heather Napier
No. 153 - Jane Mackwood

Kingsdon Good Friday Walk
A really BIG THANKYOU, to all who gave their time, buns, many eggs,
raffle prizes, walkers, for the GOOD FRIDAY WALK
Much laughter, chatter, and beautiful bluebells, along the walk
We raised £222 09, for ST MARGARETS HOSPICE,
We hope to keep this much-loved walk up in the future, it has been running
in its present form since 1999, and many years before that with the estate
permission on GOOD FRIDAY to collect primroses for the church at Easter.
Thank you
Babs Jenny Joan Phil Cath John Tony
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"That guy was so happy that it's St
Patrick's day, that he was literally
bouncing off the walls!"
"Who was it?"
"Rick O'Shea."
A man went to the doctor with a
mystery ailment.
The doctor asked: "Do you drink to
excess?"
The man replied: "I’ll drink to anything."
My friend Jim told me that when
he asked his wife where she wanted
to go on vacation, she said that being married to him was a vacation.
When I commented that was a nice
thing to say to him, Jim replied,
"Well, actually, what she said was I was the 'last resort.'"
A company director was deeply involved in finishing a report for the upcoming board meeting when he received a call
from his wife, she told him that there was good news and
bad news.
Because of the deadline he asked if she could just give him
the good news. The wife replied "Okay, the good news is
that the air bags work."
What do you call a country where everyone has to drive a
pink car?
A Pink Car-nation!
The Pope is handing out miracles to sick children in
Liverpool. Billy walks on stage and asks, "Can you help
with my hearing?" The Pope says, "Yes" & puts his hands
on Billy's ears then prays, removes his hands, and says,
"How is your hearing now?" Billy says "I don't know, its
not 'til next Wednesday"
My friend went bald years ago but still carries round an old
combe with him.
He just can’t part with it.
I’ve started investing in stocks: beef, chicken & vegetable…
One day I hope to be a bouillonaire.

I've never understood why women love cats. Cats are independent, they don't listen, they don't come in when you call,
they like to stay out all night, and when they're home they
like to be left alone and sleep.
In other words, every quality that women hate in a man, they
love in a cat.!
On a beautiful sunny Saturday afternoon my buddy and I
stood on the first tee of our Golf Club. He had just pulled out
his driver when a young woman in a wedding dress came
running up to him, crying.
She slaps him in the face, turns, and runs away.
My buddy turns to me and says calmly, "I don't know what
her problem is. I distinctly told her only if it rained."
The golfer sliced a ball into a field of chickens, striking one
of the hens and killing it instantly. He was understandably
upset, and sought out the farmer.
“I’m sorry,” he said, “my terrible tee-shot hit one of your
hens and killed it. Can I replace the hen?”
“I don’t know about that,” replied the farmer, mulling it over.
“How many eggs a day do you lay?”
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Charlton Short Mat Bowls
The Short Mat Bowls Club meet
Mondays at 7.30pm - 9.30pm and
Tuesdays at 10am to 12 noon in
Kingsdon Village Hall.
Come along to free taster session
Bowls provided, all ages welcome.
Free tuition given.
For more in formation ring

Air Ambulance
Shoes, Clothing & Textiles Bank
The Dorset & Somerset Air Ambulance now have a a
collection point alongside Kingsdon Village Hall.

Mabel: 01458 273420
or Liz: 01458 2232770

Kingsdon 100 Club Draw
was made at our Shop on
4th April 2019 by Guy Osborne
1st £15 - 50 Babs Conway
2nd £10 - 132 Bob Weightman
3rd

£5

- 110 Algy Napier

To use the ‘Bank’ please put your unwanted shoes, clothing
and textiles in bags first before putting into the bank
Thank you

LOGS FOR SALE
Well Seasoned Hardwood
Logs for Sale
Free Delivery in Kingsdon
Contact: Austin
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Thinking about selling or letting
your property?
Looking for a new home in the
local area? Then look no further.
…
Kingsdon Resident Gabby Osborne
is your local property expert & the
new Branch Manager at Palmer
Snell in Gabby lived in Kingsdon
for over 20 years & has been an estate agent in the local area
for 9 years.
Who better to sell your property than someone who knows the
area, knows the market & is passionate about the village.

Simon Whatley
Plumbing & Heating
Glebelands, Bineham Lane,
Yeovilton, Yeovil,
Somerset. BA22 8EZ
Tel: 07794 784108

QUEEN’S VOLUNTEER
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