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The next Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting will be at 7.30pm Thursday 12th April 2018  

The 2018  Kingsdon Village Hall  AGM  
will be held on Thursday 3rd May 2018 at 7pm in the Kingsdon Village Shop.  

Kingsdon Knitting Klub 
 

Here is a small sample of 
items knitted by our very 
talented ladies for the dis-
play in the church to com-
memorate the end of WW1 

in November.   
 

We are still in need of 
more poppies for the    
cascade we are making.   
 
Would you like to help 
with these, they can either 
be knitted (pattern in Com-
munity Shop), crocheted 
or hand crafted from tissue 
paper?  Would anyone 
have any ideas how to knit 
or make a   pigeon for the 

display?  Pigeons were used to carry messages during the war and we would very much like to have them repre-
sented.    In fact any ideas that you might think would help to make our display authentic would be very welcome.   
 

The next meeting of the Kingsdon Knitting Klub will be Saturday 12th May at 10.30 to 12, in the Community 
Shop or contact Linda 840132 for more information.   In the meantime....Keep Knitting..... 
  

The Jubilee Trust Fund will be showing the Royal Wedding and                        
the FA Cup Final on the big screen in the Village Hall on Saturday 19th May.   

 

                Everyone is invited  -  Entry is free   
 

Bar opens at 1130 for the Royal Wedding which takes place at 12 noon in St 
George's Chapel at Windsor Castle.  At 1pm, the newlyweds will embark on a car-
riage procession along a route through Windsor ending back to Windsor Castle for 
a reception at St George's Hall. 
 

Bring your own picnic lunch, nothing worse than drinking on an empty stomach!  
Dress patriotically to show your support for the Happy Couple or your favourite 
team.   
 

The Bar will be open and Mr Osborne’s famous BBQ will sustain us during the 
Cup Final clash between  Chelsea and Manchester United which kicks off at 
5.15pm 



All Saints Church 
 

Priest in Charge:   Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029  (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other occa-
sional services) 
Church Warden:  Mrs Bel Allan  Tel. 01935 840878 
Parochial Church Council: Secretary: Nicholas J. Allan Tel 01935 840878  Treasurer:  Tony Steele-Perkins  01935 840184 
Tower Captain:   Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344 

Church Services for May 
 

Sunday   6th  May            11 a.m.                Family Service                                                              Rev Alan Symonds  
Thursday 10th May            7pm                  Benefice Communion  at Charlton Mackrell            Rev Alan Symonds 
     

Sunday  13th May         9.30 a.m.                Holy Communion                                                        Rev Adrian Hopwood  
   

Sunday 20th  May              6 p.m.                Evensong                                                                                Colleen Jerrold 
 

Sunday 27th  May         9.30 a.m.                Holy Communion                                                        Rev Alan Symonds 
                                                      

Church Rosters for May 

Brass: Jenny Bassham      Flowers:  Bel Allan & Isobel Thomson 

Kingsdon Village Hall 
 

For all information  (except bookings)  contact: -    
David Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. 
Kingsdon TA11 7LL    Tel:01935 841453 
 
For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, 
Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444                                                     
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 

Bookings for May 2018 
 

Short Mat Bowls   Mondays 7.30pm - 9pm, and 
Tuesdays 10am - 12noon 
Table Tennis Club Tuesdays at 7.30pm  
Yeovil Dist. Canine Soc. Wednesdays  6.30pm   
Art Club  Thursdays 10am - 12 (Term time only) 
Keep Fit  Sundays 7.15pm 
Scrabble Club  -  Thursday 3rd at 6. 30pm 
Bowls Club AGM - Sunday 2pm to 5pm 
Parish Council Meetings  Thursday 10th & 17th 
Practical Study Group  Wednesday 16th 
Village Function  Saturday 19th All Day 
Afternoon  Club  Wednesday 23rd    

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club  
 

The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings  
between 7.30pm and 9.30pm.   If you are interested then please con-
tact Martin Singleton on 841162 or just come along. 

Kingsdon Afternoon Club  
 

The Afternoon  Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 3pm 
in the Village Hall.  New members (any age) are always welcome.  
For information contact Club Secretary  Marilyn Elliott,                     
4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. Tel 01935 841444                              

Kingsdon Boule & Croquet Club  (New Venue) 
 

From 26th April members will meet at the Kingsdon Cricket Club 
ground every Thursday between 2pm and 4 pm weather permitting.  
The club welcomes new members or just come along to enjoy a taster 
session followed by tea and cake in the club house.  For more details 
contact Nina Carlisle on 01935840933                                                      
or email ninacarlisle@talktalk.net 

Kingsdon Cricket Club 
 

Chairman : Marilyn Elliott   4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somerton,      
TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444   07990673935 
Secretary: Simon Rumbles  
Fixtures Secretary/ Team Selection:  Ian Birrell   Watersmeet, 
Huish Episcopi, Langport. TA10 9HE  Tel 01458 259231      
07817959709                                                                                                       
Trustees: B. Carlisle, I. Birrell, J. Schofield 
Captain / Treasurer: J. Schofield      
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The Kingsdon Chronicle 
The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation.  Cheques paya-
ble to ‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’   The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers.  Name and address 
must be supplied but may be withheld from publication on request..  The Kingsdon Chronicle reserves the right to edit items 
for publication. Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views of The 
Kingsdon Chronicle production  team.   “All contributors are deemed to agree to their material in the Chronicle being pub-
lished in the web copy on the village website.  The editor will assume that all material supplied is original, or from copyright 
free sources.  (It is the contributor’s responsibility to gain any necessary permissions and to provide acknowledgments).” 
Editor:  Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW  Tel 01935 841444,  Mobile 07990673935,                       
Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com       www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/ 

The Kingsdon Jubilee Fund Trustees 
 

    Chairman: Andy Fryer,  Secretary: Martin Gilmore, Treasurer: Tim Taylor,                                                                                                               
Ian Dibben,  Marilyn  Elliott,  Wally Elliott,  Mark Freeman,  Beverley Fulton,  Robert Fulton,  Chris Taylor,  Keith Thomas                                                             

Kingsdon Knitting Klub 
(Knitting for Good Causes) 

 

The Knitters meet on the second Saturday of the month at 10.30am to 
midday in the Community Shop.  For information please contact:   
Linda Rumbles 01935 840132 or Babs Conway 01935 841811 

 Fixtures for May 
 

2pm Sunday 29th April away at Queen Camel 
 

 



                              May                                                                        June 
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1st Tue 
10am - 12noon 

7.30pm -  
Short Mat Bowls 

Table Tennis Club 
Village Hall 
Village Hall 

2nd Wed 6.30pm -  Y.D. Canine Soc. Village Hall 

3rd Thu 

10am - 12noon 
2pm - 4pm 

6.30pm 
7pm 

Art Club 
Croquet Club 
Scrabble Club 

Village Hall AGM 

Village Hall 
Frog Lane 

Village Hall 
Shop 

6th Sun 
11am 

2pm - 5pm 
7.15pm 

Family Service 
Bowls AGM 

Keep fit 

Church 
Village Hall 
Village Hall 

7th Mon 7.30pm - 9pm Short Mat Bowls Village Hall 

8th Tue 
10am - 12noon 

7.30pm -  
Short Mat Bowls 

Table Tennis Club 
Village Hall 
Village Hall 

9th Wed 6.30pm -  Y.D. Canine Soc. Village Hall 

10th Thu 

10am - 12noon 
2pm to 4pm 

7.30pm 

Art Club 
Croquet Club 

K.P.C. Meeting 

Village Hall 
Frog Lane 

Village Hall 

13th Sun 
9.30am 
7.15pm 

Holy Communion 
Keep fit 

Church 
Village Hall 

14th Mon 7.30pm - 9pm Short Mat Bowls Village Hall 

15th Tue 
10am - 12noon 

7.30pm -  
Short Mat Bowls 

Table Tennis Club 
Village Hall 
Village Hall 

16th Wed 
10am 

6.30pm -  
P.S.G. 

Y.D. Canine Soc. 
Village Hall 
Village Hall 

17th Thu 
10am - 12noon 

2pm to 4pm 
7.30pm 

Art Club 
Croquet Club 

Annual Parish meeting 

Village Hall 
Frog Lane 

Village Hall 

19th Sat All day 
Royal Wedding 

Cup Final 
Village Hall 

20th Sun 
6pm 

7.15pm 
Evensong 
Keep fit 

Church 
Village Hall 

21st Mon 7.30pm - 9pm Short Mat Bowls Village Hall 

22nd Tue 
10am - 12noon 

7.30pm -  
Short Mat Bowls 

Table Tennis Club 
Village Hall 
Village Hall 

23rd Wed 
3pm 

6.30pm -  
Afternoon Club 

Y.D. Canine Soc. 
Village Hall 
Village Hall 

24th Thur 
10am - 12noon 

2pm to 4pm 
Art Club 

Croquet Club 
Village Hall 
Frog Lane 

26th Sat 10am to 12.30pm VAO Coffee Morn. Estate Yard 

27th Sun 
9.30am 
7.15pm 

Holy Communion 
Keep fit 

Church 
Village Hall 

28th Mon 7.30pm - 9pm Short Mat Bowls Village Hall 

29th Tues 
10am - 12noon 

7.30pm -  
Short Mat Bowls 

Table Tennis Club 
Village Hall 
Village Hall 

30th Wed 6.30pm -  Y.D. Canine Soc. Village Hall 

31st Thur 2pm to 4pm Croquet Club Frog Lane 

3rd Sun 11am 
11am - 4.30pm 

7,15pm 

Holy Communion 
Private Function 

Keep fit 

All Saints 
Village Hall 
Villag Hall 

4th Mon 7.30pm - 9pm Short Mat Bowls Village Hall 

5th Tue 
10am - 12noon 

7.30pm -  
Short Mat Bowls 

Table Tennis Club 
Village Hall 
Village Hall 

6th Wed 6.30pm -  Y.D. Canine Soc. Village Hall 

7th Thur 

10am - 12noon 
2pm to 4pm           

6.30pm 

Art Club 
Croquet Club 
Scrabble club 

Village Hall 
Frog Lane 

Village Hall 

10th Sun 
9.30am 
7.15pm 

Morning Prayer 
Keep fit 

All Saints 
Village Hall 

11th Mon 7.30pm - 9pm Short Mat Bowls Village Hall 

12th Tue 10am - 12noon 
7.30pm -  

Short Mat Bowls 
Table Tennis Club 

Village Hall 
Village Hall 

13th Wed 10am P.S.G. Village Hall 

14th Thur 

10am - 12noon 
2pm to 4pm 

7.30pm 

Art Club 
Croquet Club 

Parish Council Meet 

Village Hall 
Frog Lane 

Village Hall 

16th Sat 11am BBQ  Shop 

17th Sun 
6pm 

7.15pm 
Evensong 
Keep fit 

All Saints 
Village Hall 

18th Mon 7.30pm - 9pm Short Mat Bowls Village Hall 

19th Tue 10am - 12noon Short Mat Bowls Village Hall 

20th Wed 6.30pm -  Y.D. Canine Soc. Village Hall 

21st Thu 
10am - 12noon 

2pm to 4pm 
Art Club 

Croquet Club 
Village Hall 
Frog Lane 

24th Sun 
9.30am 

2pm 
7.15pm 

Holy Communion 
KCC  -  Away  

Keep fit 

All Saints 
Queen Camel 
Village Hall 

25th Mon 7.30pm - 9pm Short Mat Bowls Village Hall 

26th Tue 10am - 12noon Short Mat Bowls Village Hall 

27th Wed 
3pm 

6.30pm -  
Afternoon Club 

Y.D. Canine Soc. 
Village Hall 
Village Hall 

28th Thur 
10am - 12noon 

2pm to 4pm 
Art Club 

Croquet Club 
Village Hall 
Frog Lane 

Kingsdon 100 Club April Draw was made at the             
Community Shop  on 12th April by Jane Lockhart 

   
   1st   £15   -  6    Sarah Carnall 
 2nd   £10  -  96   Clive Waters 

     3rd    £5  - 111   Wendy Brettell 

Plants for Sale 
 

With the closure of Kingsdon Nursery at North Town, Kingsdon following the death of Patricia Marrow, 
her daughter Jennifer is in the process of selling off a lot of large and medium potted plants before the end of July, 
unfortunately all unlabelled. 
 

If anyone is interested,  Jennifer can be contacted on 01935 840232  or  07890 586941 

Kingsdon Community Shop 

Advance Notice                                                                                                               
 

A BBQ with Licensed Bar and Fete will be held at the shop on Saturday 16th June. 
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 The Annual Good Friday walk in 
Kingsdon Woods 

 
Big thank you to all very wet villagers, friends and 
families, who braved the wet weather to slosh, slide 
and gossip their way around very muddy woods.  
 
We raised £105 for St Margaret’s Hospice, thank 
you also to all those who donated eggs and buns and 
the tea ladies and egg layers, no shortage of eggs this 
year. 
 
Hopefully next year it will be dry     
 
Babs and the Ladies 

From the Vicarage 
 

In April 2016 after 4 years of preparation and debate the EU Parliament passed laws bringing in its General Data 
Protection Regulations with an enforcement date of 25th May 2018. It seems to have gone virtually unnoticed for 
most of that time but the enforcement date means that any organisation which fails to implement the new regula-
tion after 25th May 2018 could face heavy fines. Will Brexit make any difference? Apparently the UK will have to 
decide if it wants to implement a similar regulation after leaving the EU but if we are to trade with Europe then it 
will have to be at least equivalent. 
The Regulation declares a number of things that if personal data is lost or stolen then all those affected must be 
told quickly about the breach. Any data subject has the right to access their information and the right to be forgot-
ten, so they can ask and see what is being held and ask to be taken off any system if they so wish. This is nothing 
new and has been part of the UK’s data protection legislation anyway and common practice for most organisa-
tions. 
However one little bit that slipped in unnoticed is that now under the EU regulation a person’s religious affiliation 
is deemed to be sensitive data and as such must be protected from being broadcast without the person’s explicit 
permission. This includes services we take for people, and naming people when praying for them, both of which 
are deemed to be linking their names with our faith. The exceptions are funerals because a deceased person no 
longer has data protection rights, so we can tell you about funerals but if we publish in our magazine details in-
cluding names of those who are or have been married in Church or baptised without their permission or in the case 
of under 16’s without their parent’s permission we are in breach of the EU regulation. As we also are if we add a 
name to the prayer list or speak out a full name (i.e. first and surname) in a service without the persons OWN per-
mission. If a family member relays the permission to us then we can include for instance praying for “Mary’s 
mother” but cannot name her because by doing so we are thought to be revealing her religious affiliation. 
It seems the EU parliament did not realise that we pray for lots of people, many of whom have no Christian faith 
or affiliation at all but we have never let that stop us before. So if you hear us praying for Mr X and Mrs Y or 
simply praying for “those who are sick” please will you fill in the names of those we need to pray for, either under 
your breath so no one can hear, or with a first name only, and we can leave God, who knows everything to fill in 
the gaps! 
  

Every blessing.   Alan 
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Mary  Whitehead 

Alan and Janet asked me if I would put together a recollection and celebra-
tion of Mary's life, doing so is a privilege and I will have the pleasure of 
sharing with you all the memories of many of Mary's friends, and the spe-
cial recollections of her life. So it is apt that a starting point should be the 
special relationship of Mary,to that of her brother Alan.  Alan tells me that 
Mary was born on Sunday September 16th 1934 at "Coombe Farm" 
Keinton Mandeville. In 1936 Mary started school in Kingsdon when she 
was 5 years old, moving on to Huish Episcopi until she was 15. By this 
time, she had already become a working member of the family farm. When 
bringing in the cows for afternoon milking, Alan recalls that a young 
Mervin Atwell would be waiting for her, so he could have a ride on one of 
the slower cows. Mary's working day wouldn't be over though, she then 
had to pen up the chickens for the night, after collecting the eggs, and later 
packing them. One night after dropping the pen door it wouldn't drop right 
down, so Mary ran back home to get her father’s help, Mary didn't know 
but she had guillotined a live rat as it was trying to run out, and it had 
stopped the door from shutting right down, a scary moment for a young 
teenage girl! Mary was considering her future now and had thoughts of 
joining the Police Force or the Wrens, but the family farm was to have the 
benefit of her hard work for many more years to come. Mary's childhood to 
teenage years can be best described as both humble and wondrous, A friend 
for over 78 years Margaret Hill recalls the happy days she shared with 
Mary playing the good old games after school in particular "rounders" and 
"hop scotch", tennis though was to become a favourite with Mary and her 
friends, any flattish surface would do to play on, from the cow yard at Park 
Farm, the car park at the village hall or cycling to Somerton, Charlton 
Mackerel and later joining the Yeovil Tennis Club with her good friend 
Ros.  

Mary and Margaret also were members of the Cricket Club Committee, the 
meetings were held at Mr Ardsley's, who was the chef at the Manor School 
at the time, he used to make homemade wine and after the meetings he 
along with Mary and Margaret would have a sample tasting, "parsnip" be-
ing their favourite. Mary was so bolded over to the idea and she developed 
a keen interest and went on to learn the art of wine making at Yeovil Col-
lege. On the subject of wine, Ros recalls trips to Jersey and Guernsey and 
on their return bringing back duty free. Mary put another of her skills, dress making, into use and made a special garment 
with sound proof pockets to help stop the obvious clanking of bottles!...No Mary wasn't a ardent drinker, just enjoyed mak-
ing and sharing it with friends. Many people in Kingsdon have had the benefit of Mary's baby-sitting skills, and she was very 
much in demand around the village and beyond, being so reliable and trustworthy.  Children loved her company, Mary taught 
at the Sunday School here at All Saints for a period of time. Mary's life was being lived to the full a  typical farmers daugh-
ter, herding cattle, looking after poultry, driving tractors, running the occasional errand when machinery broke down, but she 
made time for dancing, one of her favourite pastimes, Ros recalls going to dances with her at Yeovilton Air Base, Wincanton 
and the village hall, but her appetite for learning was always there, attending evening classes on dress making, basket work 
and car maintenance, Mary was developing one of her strong characteristics, independence. 

 On the subject of appetite, Mary's garden was a feature of that corner of Kingsdon, on it she grew prize winning vegetables, 
her freezer would always be full. Mary had a good appetite and she enjoyed her food, Ros recalls being on holiday with her 
and staying at an hotel for bed and breakfast, the breakfast was a full English and, whilst Mary had nearly finished hers, Ros 
was struggling with the volume, she need not to have worried, Mary had a strict waste not want not philosophy and to Ros's 
surprise ate the remainder of her breakfast as well. Mary along with her father moved into her bungalow in the mid nineties, 
she loved living there and during the first few years looked after her father who was blind, they were often seen together 
walking around the village.   

Mary had a unique way of documenting the life and times of the village in her many "scrap books" which form an invaluable 
record of decades of village life for all villagers to enjoy in the future.  Allison and David recall Mary joining them for 
Christmas Dinner for the last ten years or so and enjoying the traditional card and board games in the afternoon, she was al-
ways such good company Mary loved whist drives and along with Margaret would go once a month to Compton Dundon to 
play, this right up to her becoming unwell.  

 It was late in 2016 when Mary was faced with a terrible illness and was courageous and philosophical right up to the end, 
she knew she would not get better but was determined to carry on as normal, even taking on the role as a volunteer in the vil-
lage shop, loving the whole experience. Julie and myself were very fond of Mary and spent some good times together, nota-
bly on her last birthday when we took her for a day out at Weymouth, her keenness to ride on a carousel and her first ever 
visit to MacDonald's for a ice cream, are good memories. There are many things for which Mary will be remembered, but 
what we will never forget was her sense of humour, how beautiful she was (those big blue eyes), she was thoughtful, com-
passionate and sensitive and interwoven through her many attributes, was her graciousness.    Richard South Page 5 



A Most Sincere Thank You 
 

Marilyn & Wally would like to thank everybody, family and friends who generously gave to the Charity Collec-
tion on the night of their Golden Wedding party.  We have been able to share the £1,002 raised between our cho-
sen charities, Teenage Cancer Trust (see article on page 8), Dementia UK and St Margaret’s Hospice, all received 
£334. 
 

A further ‘Thank You’ we give to our Family & Friends for the exceedingly generous contributions which is to be 
used for our next holidays.   We were both overwhelmed by this amazing collection, no names but thanks to those 
who organised it.  
 

Thanks to Pete Weaver for his entertaining guitar playing and the song we shall never forget. 
Thanks to those who  prepared the Hall and ran the Bar. 
I know I speak for all who attended in congratulating our Caterers, Figs of Somerton for the great Hog Roast. 
Thanks to the brilliant  ‘Us’ our musicians,  they must have been good to get me on the dance floor!!  
Finally a really Big Thanks to all who came and made the night such a great success, it turned out better than we 
could have hoped for. 
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           A Message from Kate Leahy 
 
 
 
 

I'd like to say a HUGE thank you to the villagers of Kingsdon for sponsor-
ing me so generously in my quest to run the London Marathon and raise 
money for Macmillan Cancer Support. All donations and messages have 
been so appreciated and really spurred me to keep going through some 
very cold and dreary training months. And they helped me reach my fund-
raising target which is phenomenal.  
 

My marathon day didn’t quite go to plan and I finished an hour later than 
I’d trained for in 6.06. The unrelenting heat and a sleepless night before 
meant I was just totally fatigued from the start and I lost my pace from 
mile six. My lowest point was that period early on when I realised I was 
going to struggle the whole way round. But, I persevered and out of the 
extreme disappointment (and heat!) I ran, walked and grimaced the rest of 
the route with some amazing strangers and a very strong support team by 
my side.  
 

My high came at the end when, in the last 800m with nothing left in the 
tank I decided to and save my energy for the final stretch down the Mall. I 
looked up and saw a girl called Elley who’d I’d tapped on the shoulder at 
Canary Wharf because she was running for her dad too. We teamed up and 
carried each other across the finish line. It was such a special moment.  
 

Someone said to me 'It’s not how you run the race but why you start it' and 
that really is what got me through. There’s still time to donate to Macmil-
lan Cancer Support via my Just Giving page:  
 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
kateleahyrunningfortherealchampions 
 

Thanks    Kate 

HORSES FOR COURSES 
By Peter Crowter 

 

I left Yeovil Grammar School in 1951, 
At sixteen years our learned head thought I had jumped the gun. 

He liked his pupils to stay on until they were eighteen, 
And go to university, on this he was most keen. 

 

And when I told him I was going to work upon the land, 
He thought I’d wasted years at school, dismissed it out of hand. 

But I knew the academic life was not for me, 
I said out in the countryside is where I want to be. 

 

And so off to Cook’s Cary Farm to start to earn my keep, 
And to learn the mysteries of cows and pigs and sheep. 

And of growing crops of course like barley, oats and wheat, 
Lots to learn it took a while before I found my feet. 

 

I worked at Cary for ten years, a decade I enjoyed, 
But sometimes wondered should I be some other way employed. 

Was the head right and had I wasted all the last ten years? 
It turned out in the long run that these were not valid fears. 

 

I left the farm in sixty-two, by now I had a wife, 
And after that farm management took up my working life. 

And then my time at Cary farm I did appreciate, 
The knowledge I had gained from there had really been first rate. 

And I do not in any way regret the path I took, 
The knowledge gained at Cary I could not get from a book 

Teenage Cancer Trust  (TCT) 
 

Following on from the report on the Charity Collection at the Golden Wedding party, Brian & Gill Paine would 
like to let people know why they were so pleased we had chosen TCT as one of our charities following the loss of 
their granddaughter Jessica to cancer. 
 

https://www.charityfilmawards.com/videos/reach-help-fund-more-nurses-for-young-people-with-cancer 
 

The nurse featured in the video looked after our Jessica when she was in the TCT ward at Bristol. 

She also came and spoke at Jessica’s funeral.  Thanks to all who donated    Brian Paine Page 8 
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Young Actor: "Dad, guess what? I've just got my first part in 
a play. I play the part of a man who's been married for 30 
years." 
Father: "Well, keep at it, son. Maybe one day you'll get a 
speaking part." 
 
A boss was telling an applicant the two main rules of the 
company. He said, “Our 2nd main rule is cleanliness. Did 
you wipe your feet on the mat before coming in?” 
The applicant replied, “Yes, sir, I did.”                                    
Then the boss said, ”Our 1st main rule is trustworthiness. 
You see, there was no mat.” 
 
They weren't in my pockets. Suddenly I realized I must have 
left them in the car.  Frantically I headed for the  car 
park.  My husband has scolded me many times for leaving 
my keys in the car’signition.  He was afraid that the car 
could be stolen.   As I looked around the car park, I realized 
he was right. The car park was empty. I immediately called 
the police.                   
I gave them my location, confessed that I had left my keys in 
the car, and that it had been stolen.  Then I made the most 
difficult call of all to my husband………."I left my keys in 
the car and it's been stolen."  There was a moment of si-
lence. I thought the call had been disconnected,  but then I 
heard his voice.   "ARE YOU KIDDING ME?” he barked, 
"I DROPPED YOU OFF!" 
 Now it was my turn to be silent………. Embarrassed, I 
said, "Well, come and get me."     He retorted, …. "I will, as 
soon as I convince this police officer that I didn't steal your 
damn car!"  
 
The children were all lined up for their first confession when 
Little Johnny’s turn came. The priest asked him to confess 
his sins, and the boy promptly replied, “Father, I threw a 
stone at Jimmy.”  
“That was a very misguided thing to do, my son,” said the 
priest patiently. 
“It wasn’t misguided at all,” said Little Johnny. “I hit him.” 
 
When Kingsdon village decided to buy a new fire truck, the 
Parish Council met to decide what to do with the old one. 
Wally, an older member of the Council  stood up. "Ah think 
we should keep the old truck," he said. "We can use it for all 
them false alarms!" 
 
A rookie police officer was assigned to ride in a cruiser with 
an experienced partner. A call came over the car's radio tell-
ing them to disperse some people who were loitering. 
The officers drove to the street and observed a small crowd 
standing on a corner. The rookie rolled down his window 
and said, "Let's get off the corner." No one moved, so he 
barked again, "Let's get off the corner!"                      Intimi-
dated, the group of people began to leave, casting puzzled 
glances in his direction.   Proud of his first official act, the 
young policeman turned to his partner and asked, "Well, 
how did I do?" "Pretty good," replied the veteran, 
"especially since this is a bus stop." 
 
Due to a job transfer, Brian moved from his hometown to 
New York City. Being that he had a very comprehensive 
health history, he brought along all of his medical paper-
work when it came time for his first check up with his new 
doctor. The doctor kept glancing at Brian as he reviewed the 
medical paperwork.  After browsing through the extensive 
medical history, the doctor stared at Brian for a few mo-
ments and said, ” Well there’s one thing I can say for cer-
tain, you sure look better in person than you do on paper!” 

Dear John, 
I have been unable to sleep since I broke off our engage-
ment. Won't you forgive and forget? Your absence is break-
ing my heart. I was a fool, nobody can take your place. 
All my love, 
Belinda. xxxxoooxxxx 
P.S. Congratulations on winning last week's Powerball   
lottery. 
 
 
I patiently waited at the customer service desk for my turn. I 
had come back to return a pair of jeans that were too tight.  
"Is something wrong with them?" the teenage assistant 
asked me. 
"Yes," I replied. "They hurt my feelings." 
The assistant could make no response. 
 
My wife and I went to a ‘Bank Robbers’ themed fancy dress 
party last night.   Well I did…..she stayed in the car and 
kept the engine running! 
My son crawled for the first time while I was away on busi-
ness. I also missed his first steps. I was now afraid I would 
miss his first words. Each day, I called home and asked if he 
had spoken yet.  
The answer was always "no" until one day my wife said, 
"Harry has something to say to you.... 'Daddy, daddy,'" 
I heard it over the phone and I glowed with pride. My wife 
came back on the line and said, "You should come home as 
soon as possible." 
"Why?" I asked. 
"He was speaking to the dog." 
 
Moses, Jesus, and an old man were enjoying a friendly 
round of golf together.  
Moses stepped up to the tee and hit the ball. It went sailing 
over the fairway and landed in the water trap. Moses then 
parted the water and chipped the ball onto the green. 
Jesus stepped up to the tee and hit the ball. It went sailing 
over the fairway and landed in the water trap. Jesus just 
walked onto the water and chipped the ball onto the green. 
The old man stepped up to the tee and hit the ball. It went 
sailing over the fairway and headed for the water trap. But, 
just before it fell into the water, a fish jumped up and 
grabbed the ball in its mouth. 
As the fish was falling back down into the water, an eagle 
swooped down and grabbed the fish in its claws. The eagle 
flew over the green where a lightning bolt shot from the sky 
and barely missed it.  
Startled, the eagle dropped the fish.  
When the fish hit the ground, the ball popped out of its 
mouth and rolled into the hole for a hole-in-one. 
Jesus then turned to the old man and said:  
"Dad, if you don’t stop fooling around, we won’t bring you 
next time." 
 
A young woman answered her door bell and was greeted by 
a census taker. “Good morning,” said the caller, “I’m taking 
the census and I’d like to ask you a few questions. Could 
you please tell me your Occupation?” 
“Homemaker,” replied the woman. 
“Husband’s occupation?” 
“Manufacturer.” 
“Children?” 
“No,” said the woman. “Electrical appliances.” 
 

 
What do you call an Egyptian back specialist? 
A Cairo-practor!  
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Shop Floral Display Sponsors Welcome 

A new addition to the collection of Hydrangeas at Kingsdon  Community Shop is this 
Hydrangea macrophylla 'Blue Ball' (BLACK STEEL) which was kindly sponsored 
by a generous Kingsdon resident.   

If anyone else would like to sponsor a flower / shrub for our floral display this year 
Wally  would love to hear from you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Shop Opening Hours May Day Bank Holiday Monday 7th May               
& Spring Bank Holiday Monday 28th May 

 

 

New in at Kingsdon Community Shop 

News from Ivan, owner of the Sausage 
Shed 
 

Our new Lean and Lite Pork and Apple       
Sausages are winners with Taste of the West! 
 

This lean Pork and Apple sausage recipe was created 
due to Ivan’s decision to partake in his first Triathlon. 
Training every day and paying particular attention to 
his diet, Ivan missed being able to eat his own product. 
These Pork and Apple sausages retain their moisture 

although only containing 5% fat and the apple provides a welcome sweetness. 
They are also Gluten Free, making them an extremely versatile sausage that 
you can enjoy whilst following a range of dietary plans.. 
 

Now here is a bottle of wine in our collection that will make a wine connoisseur 
very happy.  A great birthday present!  

 
Gewürztraminer 'Les Princes Abbés' 2015 Domaines 
Schlumberger 
 

Domaines Schlumberger make their wines using only estate-grown 
fruit, from vineyards located on the breathtaking slopes of southern 
Alsace, many having up to 50º elevation. Of their 140ha of vine-
yards, 70ha are recognised as grand cru sites. An intense nose of rose 
petals, oriental spice and tropical fruit. Gently off-dry, with a round 
and mellow texture, balanced by a burst of acidity and a peppery 
note on the finish. Wonderfully food-friendly, especially when 
paired with mildly spiced Thai or Indonesian dishes, or with pungent 
cheeses.  I have a bottle in my fridge ready for that special meal! 
 

Another newcomer to our wine collection is ‘Five Foot Track’ Chardonnay.  You won’t find 
this an any of the supermarkets, it is only available to certain outlets that are signed up with   
Majestic Wines as a commercial partner.  This was recommended to us by a Kingsdon resident 
who loves it. 
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VISION AID OVERSEAS 
I will be heading off to Northern Ethiopia with a team of 5 Optometrists for 2 weeks in early November. 

We will be taking Gondar University final year Optometry students on Outreach, visiting rural villages to examine eyes and 
provide glasses where needed. These will be made in the Vision Centre established by Vision Aid Overseas. We will be sup-
ported by Ophthalmology staff from Gondar Hospital who will attend to those needing medical care. 

We will also be delivering an enhanced training programme to Gondar University Faculty Staff. 

My usual coffee morning fund raiser will be on Saturday 26th May – please come and enjoy a drink and a chat with friends 
and stock up with delicious home made preserves, cakes and plants! 

Thank you for your support 

 Nina Carlisle 

 Saturday 26th May - 10am to 12.30pm  
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Launch of www.timepix.uk  
 

Back in October The Kingsdon Chronicle covered news that our start-up Timepix Ltd had won a Somerset business award. 
Since then life has been hectic preparing for the public launch which took place at the iconic circular Manchester Central Li-
brary on 7th March.  
 

Timepix helps you explore historical photographs of places and people through present day (or 1890s) maps of Britain. Imag-
es are presented from a number of collections capturing street scenes, landscapes, and portraits, from the earliest days of pho-
tography until 50 years ago. It aims to provide a new resource for genealogy and historical studies, and inspiration for crea-
tive projects.  Watermarked images are free to use and share, or to buy them for personal, editorial and commercial use. 
 

Before they can be uploaded each photo has to be given a geo-location and other information such as a date. (Sam Elliott was 
one of the helpers who assisted with this work). 
 

Because you can see the photos on your phone as well as on a desktop computer you can go out and directly compare the old 
photos with what exists there are the moment.   

  

An appeal for local people to claim pictures resulted in the new owners of The Greyhound coming along to collect a print for 
public display in the bar. 
 
The first major collection of historical photos on the Timepix map are of post-war Manchester. 21,000 photos out of 46,000 
in the collection were available at launch with the rest following at a rate of about 1000 a week. 
The event attracted TV coverage from BBC North West from breakfast time onwards. Arriving at the library we found ITV 
Granada also filming, with their reporter Tim Scott getting into the spirit of things by re-enacting some of the photos.  

    
Both TV companies have released mini-videos which can be seen on the blog at www.timepix.org/news. Coverage continues 
in local press as photos are released for their area and is scheduled for family history publications such as Who Do You think 
You Are magazine 

 
Timepix began life as an innovation challenge for Ordnance Survey (OS) em-
ployees, and it will provide a home for the OS historical archive of photos going 
back to the 1860s.  Discussions are already underway with other collections, 
and in the distant future we may be able to accept uploads from the general pub-
lic too.  
 
Timepix is run by myself and Co-Founder Lucy Diamond, assisted by a IT de-
velopment company in Wroclaw, Poland and plenty of support from both of our 
families. I stepped back to part-time working at OS from January, so you will 
see more of me around the village, as I try to take a break from the computer 
each day.  
 
We have a long way to go, but could not have got off to a better start.   
 

Elaine Owen 
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The next Parish Council will be held on Thursday 8th February  2018                                                

in Kingsdon Village Hall  commencing at 7.30pm Page 13 

Cllr. Susan J. Mackay 
Cottage Barn, Top Street,  

Kingsdon TA117JU 
Tel: 01935  840023 

sue.mackay@kingsdon.net 

Member of Parliament for 
Somerton & Frome 

David Warburton 
Unit G9, Woodside Court,                      

Dairy House Yard, Sparkford, BA22 7LH 
Tel: 01373 580500 

Email: david@warburton.org.uk 

Kingsdon Parish Councillors / District Councillor / County Councillor / M.P. 

Cllr. David Beswick  
Chairman 

Arnor, Top Street, Kingsdon TA11 7JU 
Email:  david-beswick@sky.com         

Tel: 01935 840795     
(environment, allotments, trees and church link) 

Kate Hatt  
Kingsdon Parish Council Clerk               
Bluebell House, Mow Barton Road,   

Kingsdon.. TA11 7DX    Tel: 01935 841275   
Email kingsdonclerk@btinternet.com.  

Cllr. Brian Paine  
Vice-Chairman 

Westgate, Top Street, Kingsdon TA11 7JU                    
Email: b.paine253@btinternet.com                          

Tel: 01935 842058    
(Former school field parish council link ) 

Cllr. Phillip Waters                                       
The Old Bakery, Chapel Hill, Kingsdon TA11 7LN 

phillipwaters@hotmail.co.uk                                       
Tel: 07815898065 

(Trees, Drains, Ditches, Litter and Flytipping,                                    
working party of field) 

Cllr. Ian Dibben 
27 Kingsdon  TA11 7LF 

 Email: ildibben@btinternet.com                
Tel: 01935 840726      07967272432 

(Village hall link and footpaths) 

Cllr. Guy Osborne 
Delimara, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon TA11 7LL                               

osborneskingsdon@gmail.com                    
Tel: 01935 841137           07951067872 

(Highways, verges and footpaths)  

Cllr. Wallace Elliott  
4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW 

wallyelliott@hotmail.com 
Tel: 01935 841444      07990 673935 
(Village field, emergency contact person,       

communications, playground checks)  

County Councillor   

Dean Ruddle 
Freshfields, Cartway Lane,              

Somerton, Somerset,  TA11 6JH  
Tel: 07976 556054                              

Email: ddruddle@somerset.gov.uk  

South Somerset District Councillor 

David Norris 
62 High Street, Wincanton  

Somerset,  BA9 9JF  
Tel: 01963 34535 

david.norriscllr@southsomerset.gov.uk 
 



Draft Minutes of the Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting held on 
Thursday 12th April 2018 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

 

Parishioner comment time:  None  
 

Present:  Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mr W Elliott, Mr G. Osborne, Mrs S Mackay, Mr I.Dibben (Parish Councillors); 
Mr D Ruddle (County Councillor); Mr D Norris (District Councillor); Mrs J Land (RFO)and Mrs K Hatt (Parish Clerk) plus 
3 parishioners. 
  

1. Apologies:     Mr D Beswick and Mr P Waters.  
 

2. Declarations of Interest:   As already declared; no changes.  
 

3. Minutes:   The minutes of the monthly parish council meeting held on the 8th March 2018, which had been previously 
circulated, were proposed by W.Elliott, seconded by I.Dibben, unanimously approved and signed. 
 

4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items:  B.Paine reported that he has arranged a small working party to look at 
ideas for the previous school field. The first meeting is on the 23rd April 
I.Dibben said that the full village survey results are now on the website. 
G.Osborne and I.Dibben will replenish the grit bins shortly. 
W.Elliott reported that the litter pickers have arrived. They are being stored at B.Paine’s house, so if you would like to bor-
row them please make contact with B.Paine. The wood for the bench repairs is ordered and on its way. 
 

5. Chairman’s Report:  B.Paine has enjoyed being in the chair but will be handing the reins back to D.Beswick next month. 
 

6. Correspondence: The new data protection laws are due to come into force shortly; the clerk is attending a course on the 
24th April and will report back at the next meeting. 
We received a consultation request on long term housing which B.Paine responded to on our behalf. 
 

7.1 and 7.2 Finance- report and cheque signing. 
 

J.Land reported that she has circulated the quarterly report. Any questions? 
The over spends on the report had all been previously agreed and have been accounted for. J.Land proposed that we vote to 
accept the report, all in favour. 
J.Land was thanked for doing an excellent report which was easy to read. 
Our insurance renewal is due shortly and B.Paine will check the coverage. 
Confirmation of asset reviews is to be an agenda item for the next meeting. Action – K.Hatt 

 

 

 

KPC Account Opening Balance 01.03.2018 £1,857.85 
  Net Cheque /Standing Order Balance £1,136.11 
  Transfer In £1,000.00 
  Transfer Out £0.00 
  Closing Balance 31.03.2018 £1,721.74 

   
Savings Account Opening Balance 01.03.2018 £16,697.74 
  Net Cheque Balance £0.00 
  Interest £11.70 
  2016-2017 VAT Return Refund £0.00 
  Transfer Out £1,000.00 
  Closing Balance 31.03.2018 £15,709.44 

   

Asset Savings Account Opening Balance 01.03.2018 £7,000.00 
  Transfer In £0.00 
  Interest £1.07 
  Transfer Out £0.00 
  Closing Balance 31.03.2018 £7,001.07 

Clerk Services New Standing Order May 2018 - March 2019 N.B. Monthly 
payments of £90 x 11 payments 

£990.00  12 April 2018 

K Hatt Clerk Services for March 2018 (cheque payment pending new stand-
ing order) Cheque no. 1000540 

£90.00   

Wallace Elliott - Reimbursement for purchase of litter pickers - x 6 Cheque 
no. 100539 

£109.61   

 
  

TOTAL APPROVAL AMOUNT - April 2018 £1,189.61  
Of which total April cheque payment amount £199.61 Page 14 



W. Elliott proposed that we accept these payments, seconded by S. Mackay, all in favour. 
 

8. Village Plan:    An executive summary has been put together which has been forwarded to B. Paine.   S. Mackay and G. 
Osborne are going to cross reference the findings with the previous village plan. B.Paine and S.Mackay will meet to finalise 
this. 
 

9. Web Page Advertising:   I. Dibben handed out a draft guideline for promotions and advertising on the Kingsdon website. 
I. Dibben proposed that we adopt this policy, seconded by W. Elliott, all in favour. 
 

10. Dog Fouling:    W. Elliott reported that dog fouling is still a problem. 
Dogs tend to return to the same spot, is there a spray that we can use to deter this? Someone suggested flagging the piles!! 
We can suggest that there are powders to get to act as a deterrent, but they are not cheap. 
Agenda item for next month – where should we site a further two bins? We will also need to check with street scene (Chris 
Cooper) first, give them the evidence that we need two more so that they will then agree to empty it.  
Action – K.Hatt to put on next month’s agenda and B.Paine to contact Chris Cooper. 
 

It was decided to put another reminder in the chronicle. Action – W.Elliott. 
 

13. Date of next meeting:  Annual parish council meeting and Monthly meeting – Thursday 10th May.  Annual Parish meet-
ing – Thursday 17th May 
 

The Vice-Chairman closed the meeting at 7.55pm 
 

South Somerset District Council Planning Applications 

Application No: 18/00709/TPO 

Applicant: Mr David Thompson      Agent: Mr Andrew Glide  

Location: Park Farmhouse,  Lower Road, Kingsdon, Somerton, TA11 7LL  

Proposal:   Application to fell 1 No. tree within SSDC Tree Preservation Order (KIDO 2) dated 1992.  

Application Status: Application permitted with conditions 

 

 Application No: 18/00936/FUL  

Applicant:  Messrs M & A Attwell  

Location: Sunnyside Farm, Park Lane, Kingsdon, Somerton, Somerset TA11 7LJ 

Proposal:   Demolition of an agricultural building and the erection of a replacement building to be used to house livestock  

Application Status:  Pending consideration. 

 

Application No:  18/01336/TCA 

Applicant:  Mrs Sandy Davies 

Location:  Holly House,  Frog Lane,  Kingsdon,  Somerton,  Somerset,  TA11 7LL  

Proposal:  Notification to carry out tree surgery works within conservation area.  

Application Status:  Pending Consideration 

The next meeting of Kingsdon Scrabble club will be on Thursday 3rd                     
May 2018 at 6.30pm, Kingsdon Village Hall.  £3 Adults £1 Children  U18                            
This is to cover the cost of the hall & electricity.  All profits go to Charity                                              
Refreshments provided for a small donation. 
A different range of scrabble boards are provided for a varied game.   
Please come along and support your local community.  Need a lift?  Can’t 
get out?  Give us a call and we’ll come and pick you up from anywhere in 

Kingsdon Village.  Tel: Miche & Ken Eagle on 01935 849584 for more information   

The Scrabble Club meets at 6.30pm on the 1st Thursday of every month                             

Kingsdon Festival & Fete  
 Saturday 25th August 2018 

I am now taking bookings for stalls for the above event.  If you wish to have a stall please contact me either by                 
email: snooziesusan@yahoo.co.uk or phone, 01935 841056. 

Thank you       Susan Turpin 

 The Kingsdon Automated External Defibrillator is located at the  Kingsdon Inn Cottage 

The Access Code is  C175Y 
In the event of a person having a cardiac arrest  Immediately dial 999 for the Ambulance Service 

Commence CPR (Cardiopulmonary resuscitation) and Send for the Defibrillator 
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Kingsdon Afternoon Club 
 

Richard South welcomed 18 members to the Afternoon Club’s April Meeting on Wednesday 25th.  Details of this 
summers trip out to Corfe Castle And Swanage were given. He then introduced the guest speaker, Lottie Dale 
whose talk was entitled ‘Falling with Style’ 
 
Lottie gave us an in-depth and often amusing overview of her Skydiving days.   
"Her dad was a spitfire, hurricane, mustang pilot in WW2 – he passed his love of flying over to Lottie.  Unable to learn to fly 
due to the costs involved, she took the next best route and learned how to fall out of a perfectly serviceable aircraft.  Her first 
jump was at the age of 31 – and she had a malfunctioning canopy on 12th jump – her second free-fall! 
Undeterred, she persevered and over the next 15 years completed more than 1200 jumps. 
Lottie has been part of the Brittany Ferries Air Display Team and the Daily Express Girls Demo Team (affectionately known 
as the Tumbling Tarts!) –  including demos onto Normandy Beaches, Biggin Hill Air Show, Paris Air Show and even Wem-
bley Stadium (it looks very small from the air she said!) 
Lottie has taken part in Women’s British Record Jumps – and competed at National Level". 
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Osiligi Charity Projects 

NEWSLETTER APRIL 2018 
 
Right photo – Class 5 girls in the Maasai mud hut they built 
 
What a difference a little bit of rain makes – well, a lot actually. When we last 
left Kenya in October 2017, everything was desperate. There had been little 
rain for that year and the preceding 4 years, the average farmer had lost more 

than half of their 
livestock with 
some losing all. 
When we arrived mid March, it had been raining for about 2 
weeks, the grass was re-growing and green and the animals 
were starting to look healthy. There were a few days of torren-
tial rain which brings its own problems. Reaching our school 
becomes difficult as the mud tracks turn into makeshift rivers 
(see below). There are no bridges across the proper rivers in 
this area so the normal route of hopping across the large stones 
becomes impossible when the rivers become a raging torrent 
of  water. During our short time in Kenya, 4 children from a 
school about 10 miles away died whilst trying to cross a river 
on their way to school. 

Water water everywhere 
 

It’s near the end of term so sports day. However, it’s not 
the kind of sports day that you or I would remember. Pri-
mary children run, jump and throw against each other but 
school against school rather than age against age. Since 
some children miss many years of primary education, a 
child can be 20 before they leave Primary school. So you 
have a 10 year old running against someone who is 20. 
Guess who wins? In the long distance races, children of-
ten wait in the bushes just waiting to come running out 
for the last few laps. The photo below shows the high 
jump. No sand or soft landing area so the jumping meth-
od is to spring from both legs then bend your knees up to 
your chin as you clear the bar and land on your bare feet. 
High jump Maasai style 

 
 
 

We mentioned in the last newsletter (link here) that Kenya was introducing 
a new curriculum. Although teachers have been given very little infor-
mation about the new curriculum, we have had to introduce it to 5 of our 
classes since January. The curriculum is skills based rather than the old 
knowledge based, so, for example children learn about keeping chickens 
by having some chickens around rather than just reading about chickens in 
a book. The photo below shows the school’s chicken coop constructed 
from waste material by Dadio, one of the boys in the orphanage and Wam-
bua the caretaker. 
Chicken coop made from waste materials 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The girls learn about building a traditional maasai hut, a 
task always undertaken by the women in Maasai tradition, 
using twigs, cow dung and mud. Here is a photo of their 
efforts. 
Maasai mud hut built by the children. 
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To help the transition to a skills based curriculum a Scottish head teacher, Margaret, has kindly offered 2 months of her time 
to help the school’s teachers and head teacher. Margaret is half way through her first month and is showing and teaching the 
teachers how to get the children more involved in their learning. Margaret is writing a daily blog about her experiences 
and this can be seen here. One unexpected area she has been catapulted into is on corporal punishment. The school recently 
had a bad case of beating by one of the new teachers when a class of children did not meet with his learning expectations. 
The teacher is no longer with the school and Margaret is spending much time showing the teachers Positive Behaviour Man-
agement techniques. Although illegal, Kenya is a country where beatings are common, but they will not be tolerated in this 
school. 
 
A new Baby class started in January. It should 
have been 25 children but somehow had grown to 
32 with a number of underage teachers’ children. 
One more thing to sort out! The school now has 9 
classes with 245 children. 
 
2018 Baby class intake - Right 
 
A couple of new initiatives from the Kenyan gov-
ernment. Firstly, there is now a central register of 
all school children. Every school child must have 
a school registration number that relates to their 
birth certificate, to be completed by April. This is 
probably to stop Government funded schools 
from inflating their number of pupils and so get-
ting extra funding. However at our rural school, 
around 95% of children do not have birth certifi-
cates and the Government system to create them 
is creaking under the strain. Strangely, if a parent 
greases the official’s palm with a little cash, the 
birth certificate can be done much faster. 
Secondly, plastic bags are now banned in Kenya. It took us about 30 minutes to repack and remove all the plastic bag contra-
band from our luggage to avoid a possible 4 year imprisonment or £300 fine. The local village of Kisamis, which used to be 
covered in used plastic bags, is now noticeably cleaner. 
Water – with all the rain it is easy to forget that once the rain stops, clean sources of groundwater become so very important. 
We have now repaired more than 450 hand pumps installed by other charities. I cannot promise 
that all are still working but each pump caretaker has received a training course about how to make 
simple repairs to keep their pump working. 
 
The women caretaker being trained in how to replace pump seals. - Right 
 
The 2 very deep solar powered pumps in Olepolos continue to serve their communities. The one at 
the school pumps 4000 – 6000L of water each day from 500’ below ground, just using the power 
of the sun. The other solar pump, about 3 miles from the school, has been more troublesome. The 
community is responsible for looking after this pump and  twice people have tried to steal the solar 
panels. The panels cannot be removed but are easily broken and every time they are broken, the 
pump stops working. It’s now all working again just waiting until it is needed in the next drought. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
The children are always interested to hear about 
their sponsors in the UK, as you can see left 
 
Class 6 receiving letters from their sponsors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Helen & Roger April 2018 
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Somerset seeks new kerbside collection contractor 
 
Somerset Waste Partnership’s plans to revamp waste and recycling services from 2020 took a big step forward this week 
with publication of official notice that the kerbside collection contract is open to bidders. 
 
Publication of a notice in the Official Journal of the European Union (OJEU) is the next major milestone in this process.   
 
The new contract will be based on delivery of the much anticipated “Recycle More” service, with new vehicles working from 
refreshed depots collecting a much wider range of recycling every week, including more plastic packaging, small electrical 
items and food and drink cartons. 
 
Because Somerset’s councils work in partnership, this is one of the largest collection contracts in the UK, so is expected to 
attract a lot of interest in the industry, giving SWP the opportunity to make sure local residents get the best contractor to 
serve their long-term needs.  
 
Cllr Derek Yeomans, Chair of the Somerset Waste Board, said: “While this is certainly about taking a quantum leap forward 
in our recycling rates, it’s equally about finding a partner to share SWP’s wider vision for the future.   
 
“They will not see their job as simply collecting waste and recycling but will share our ambition to create an exemplar ser-
vice, demonstrating an absolute commitment to environmental quality while delivering excellent value for money.” 
 
 

 
 

Collection Dates for Kingsdon in May 
                                   
  
  

Wheelie Bins  Tuesdays 1st, 15th  & Wednesday 30th 

Kerbside 
Collection 

Tuesday 1st, Wednesday 9th, Tuesdays  

Green Bins  Wednesday 9th & Tuesday 22nd      

LOGS FOR SALE 
 

Well Seasoned         
Hardwood Logs  

for Sale    
 

Free Delivery in 
Kingsdon 

 

Contact:  Austin            

Tel  07879690941 



Page 23 

 

 

Thinking about selling or letting 

your property? 

Looking for a new home in the 

local area?  Then look no further. 

… 

Kingsdon Resident Gabby Osborne 

is your local property  expert & the 

new Branch Manager at Palmer 

Snell in  Somerton.  

 

Gabby has lived in Kingsdon for over 20 years & has been an 

estate agent in the local area for 9 years.            

Who better to sell your property than someone who knows the 

area, knows the   market & is passionate about the village.   
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