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Beware the Giant Hogweed
Also known as heracleum mantegazzianum, the giant hogweed has
long, green stems which branch
out into clusters of small white
flowers. It is therefore sometimes
confused with the common hogweed, cow parsley, elderflower, or
bishop’s lace.
However, it is set apart by its purple-hued stem, thin spines and leaf
stalks covered in spots.
The plants can grow up to 3.5m
(11.5ft) high and can span around
1m (3.5ft). The flower heads can
be as large as 60cm (2ft) across. It is normally found on wet ground
Simply brushing against or touching the
plant is enough to release the sap, and can
cause serious burns within around 24
hours. If the sap comes into contact with
the eyes, it can cause temporary or permanent blindness. Blistering can re-occur for
many years.
If you touch a giant hogweed, cover the
affected area, and wash it with soap and
water. The blisters heal very slowly and
can develop into phytophotodermatitis, a type of skin rash which flares up in sunlight.
If you feel unwell after contact with giant hogweed, speak to your doctor.

Trooping the Colour
Kingsdon residents Gill and Richard Sargeant had a wonderful time in London, over
the Queen's Birthday weekend, watching their son, Major Christopher Tom Sargeant
MBE, of the Welsh Guards, on his magnificent black horse for the Queen's birthday
parade, Trooping the Colour.
Chris was awarded the MBE in recognition of his outstanding service on operations in
Afghanistan

All Saints’ Church
Kingsdon

Rev Chris Hopkins
Evensong 6pm on Sunday 17th July
Please come and say good-bye to
our Curate Chris Hopkins at his last
service with us before he leaves to
take up his new post in the Baltonsborough /Butleigh group of
Churches. The service is at 6pm on
Sunday 17th July and will be followed by a glass of wine and nibbles.
Chris will be greatly missed in the
Benefice and particularly here in
Kingsdon
If you would like to contribute to
Chris’s leaving present, please
would you leave your donation in
the village shop by Saturday 9th
July at the latest.

Bel & Nick Allan

Songs of Praise
On Sunday 28th August in the marquee, we will once again enjoy
Songs of Praise.
If you have a favourite hymn let
Norma (840727) or Freda (840898)
know by 23rd July and if it is in our
hymn book we will try to include it.
Come along and ‘lift the roof’ off
the marquee and enjoy singing your
favourite hymns with family and
friends prior to the picnic lunch.

All Saints Church
Priest in Charge: Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029 (For ar r angement of Baptisms, Weddings and other
occasional services)
Curate: Chr is Hopkins Tel: 01458 272029
Church Warden: Mr s Bel Allan Tel. 01935 840878
Parochial Church Council: Secr etar y Nicholas J . Allan Tel 01935 840878 Tr easur er Alan Car nall Tel 01935 840692
Tower Captain: J ackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344
Church Services for July
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

3rd July
10th July
17th July
24th July
31st July

11 a.m.
9.30 a.m.
6 p.m.
10 a.m.
10 a.m.

Family Service
Morning Prayer
Evensong
Holy Communion
Holy Communion Benefice
Together at Somerton

Jenny Gallop
John Hutton / Rev Adrian Hopwood
Rev Chris Hopkins
Anthea Reilly / Rev Alan Symonds
Rev Adrian Hopwood /
Rev Alan Symonds

Church Rosters for July
Brass: Joyce Limon Jill Waters
Flowers: Freda Curtis & Jackie Ellis
Kingsdon Village Hall
For all information (except bookings) contact: David Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd.
Kingsdon TA11 7LL Tel:01935 841453
For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close,
Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk
Bookings for July 2016
Short Mat Bowls Mondays 7.30pm - 9pm,
Tuesdays 10am - 12noon
Table Tennis Club Tuesdays at 7.30pm Not 12th
Yeovil Dist. Canine Soc. Wednesdays 6.30pm
Art Club Thur sdays 10am - 12 (not 28th)
Pilates Fr idays 9.30am - 10.30am (not 22nd &
29th)
C/Mackrell School Fr iday 1st 1.45pm-2.45pm
Private Function Satur day 2nd
Private Function Satur day 9th
Ladies Club Tuesday 12th. 7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting Thur sday 14th
C/ Mackrell School Disco Fr iday 15th
Practical Study Group Wednesday 20th.
Private Function Satur day 23r d

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club
The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings
(apart from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between 7.30pm and
9.30pm. If you are interested then please contact Shirley or Martin
Singleton on 841162 or just come along.
Kingsdon Seniors Club
The Seniors Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 3pm in
the Village Hall. New members are always welcome. For information contact Club Secretary Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close,
Kingsdon. Tel 01935 841444 email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk
Kingsdon Ladies Club
The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in
the Village Hall. New members and visitors are always welcome.
For information contact Club President Freda Curtis, Manor Park
Villa, Frog Lane. Kingsdon TA11 7LL Tel 01935 840898 or
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11
7LB Tel 01935 840344
Kingsdon Boule & Croquet Club
The club meets every Thursday afternoon in members’ gardens between 2 and 4 pm, weather permitting. For more details contact
Nina Carlisle 01935 840933 or email: ninacarlisle@talktalk.net

Kingsdon Cricket Club
Chairman : Mar ilyn Elliott 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somer ton, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444 07990673935
Secretary: Ian Bir r ell Water smeet, Huish Episcopi, Langpor t. TA10 9HE Tel 01458 259231
07817959709
Trustees: B. Car lisle, I. Bir r ell, J . Schofield
Captain / Treasurer: J . Schofield
K.C.C. Fixtures in July
Vice-Captain: P. Water s
03/07/2016 Sunday
Langport
Away
Home matches start at 2.30pm - Everyone welcome

10/07/2016
17/07/2016
24/07/2016
31/07/2016

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

Family's Day?
Dinder (2pm)
Wells Swans
Crewkerne

Home
Home
Away
Away

The Kingsdon Chronicle
The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation. Cheques payable to ‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’ The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers. Name and address
must be supplied but may be withheld from publication on request.. The Kingsdon Chronicle reserves the right to edit items
for publication. Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views of The
Kingsdon Chronicle production team. “All contributors are deemed to agree to their material in the Chronicle being published in the web copy on the village website. The editor will assume that all material supplied is original, or from copyright
free sources. (It is the contributor’s responsibility to gain any necessary permissions and to provide acknowledgments).”
Editor: Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444, Mobile 07990673935,
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Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com
www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/

Barbara Mary Thorne
29th March 1933 ~ 6th June 2016

James Richard Stanley Kersley
‘Richard’
23rd December 1928 ~ 11th June 2016

Barbara worked in the laundry at
Kingsdon Manor School for over
25 years. She took great pride in
ensuring the boys were always
well turned out in clean school
uniforms
Barbara's funeral service, conducted by Rev. Chris Hopkins
was held at Yeovil Crematorium
on Friday 24th June

The funeral service for Richard, conducted by Rev. Adrian
Hopwood, was held at All Saints’ Church, Kingsdon on Monday
27th June 2016. ‘Memories of my Grandad ‘ was given by Richards granddaughter, Hannah.
Richard was born in Odiham, Hants. After army service he returned to Hampshire and married Margaret. Together they ran
Woodlands Café at Hook.. In 1977 they moved to Kingsdon,
taking over the village stores and post office.
Margaret died in 1999 following many years with M.S..
Richard continued to run the Kingsdon Stores until its closure on 30th June 2013.
Every morning, when able, he was up at some ungodly hour preparing the papers, he
also used to do the delivery. One morning at about 5.30am I was up making a cuppa
when I heard a noise outside my door. Going out I found Richard sprawled on my doorstep having taken a tumble and unable to get up. Once I was able to get him to his feet,
off he went to complete his round, such was his dedication to the village.
After the service, Richard was interred in Kingsdon Churchyard alongside his wife,
Margaret.

Kingsdon Ladies Club
The June meeting of the Ladies Club was attended by 17 members.
Freda Curtis would like to thank all the helpers who made the 'Street Party' such a success. There was plenty of food for all
and the village hall, decorated by Wally and Marilyn, looked great.

Freda then introduced us to Sarah Bailey who gave us a very amusing account of her life that led to her career drawing cartoons and caricatures.
She started her obsession with drawing at a very early age and her drawing board was the bedroom wall much to her mother'
s horror!!!! At school she continued to draw caricatures of friends and teachers instead of school work, but she did manage
to struggle through and eventually went to art college where she was able to use her artistic skills to have a very successful
career.
At the end of her talk, Sarah did caricatures of ladies who were brave enough to be a subject of her pen!
The next Ladies Club meeting will be on 12th July in the village hall at 7.30pm. The speaker is Maurice Faucett, (Willow
Man) and he will be showing us the art of working with willow.
At this meeting we will also have a short discussion on the future of the Ladies Club.
New members are welcome.
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Charity Appeal!
Kingsdon villagers who have been wondering why local resident Andy Fryer, of Park Cottage, has
been seen cycling red-faced around Somerset recently, will be relieved to know that it is a temporary phenomenon, and associated with his training for a sponsored cycle ride.
Andy is taking part in a
twin challenge this summer.
Firstly, he aims to complete the Prudential London100 ride in late July,
which will see him cycle
100 miles from London
to Guildford and back in
a day – quite a challenge
for a man that, until recently, hadn’t been on a
bicycle since schooldays!
He then plans to abseil
down the Broadgate
Tower, 530 feet above
the City of London!
This craziness is in support of the charity Stoll, which has been providing a home and support for
vulnerable ex-servicemen and women for 100 years, many of them with a history of homelessness.
Today veterans of recent conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan are taking their place today alongside
current residents with service in WWII, Northern Ireland, and the Falklands, within Stoll’s 250
purpose-built flats.
However, every vacancy is oversubscribed by a factor of 20:1, which is why Andy, who is the
Chairman of the Board of Trustees, is supporting Stoll in its centenary appeal.
Please give generously to this worthy cause:
Donations can be left at the Kingsdon Shop where a donations sheet and collections tin
will be available or give on-line at
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/AndyFryer
For more information about this charity go to the Stoll website at:
http://www.stoll.org.uk/
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Wedding Thank You

Thank You
RNLI Flag Week
Many thanks to all of you who contributed so generously to the house collection for the RNLI Flag
Week.

'Together with their families and friends, Emily Buckley & Aaron
Barry would like to thank the villagers of Kingsdon for enabling
them to celebrate their wedding day on the village green on 9th
July 2016. Thank you'

I am sorry to have missed some of you, but will try to
do better next year!
I have just heard that the total for Kingsdon was £133,
which is fantastic!
Thanks Tony

Name the spectacle wearer quiz sheets
Available from Kingsdon Shop

Collection Dates for Kingsdon in July
Wheelie Bins - Tuesdays 12th and 26th
Recycling

- Tuesdays 5th, 12th, 19th & 26th

Green Bins

- Tuesdays 5th & 19th

VISION AID OVERSEAS
A big thank you to everyone who sponsored my Langport Festival Walk on 12th June. We got a bit wet but managed an ice
cream at Muchelney Abbey on the last leg.
Together with the online sponsors, we have raised £541.33 to date which is very close to the rather ambitious £600 target.
The JustGiving page will be open until I leave for Zambia on 29th July so we may yet reach that target!
http://www.justgiving.com/Nina-Carlisle3
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Kingsdon Seniors Annual Trip
On Tuesday 28th June Kingsdon Seniors had their annual trip out. This year it was to the National Trust Tyntesfield House
and Estate, near Bristol. The house had been built in the 1830s by English businessman William Gibbs, whose huge fortune
came from importing guano, used as fertilizer from S. America. In the 1860s Gibbs had the house significantly expanded and
remodelled; a chapel was added in the 1870s. The Gibbs family owned the house until the death of Richard Gibbs in 2001.
Tyntesfield was purchased by the National Trust in June 2002, after a fundraising campaign to prevent it being sold to private interests and ensure it would be open to the public

With so much to see over the vast estate, Edna Gordon was able to whizz round on her GT Buggy courtesy of the N.T..
In the house, gardens and visitor centre all the staff were very friendly, knowledgeable and helpful..
One item in the house that caught my eye was this grand
billiard table that had been made by James Plucknett and
Co. for Antony Gibbs. The table is heated from below by
hot-water pipes; this ensures that the cushions and baize
are free from damp. The scoring was controlled by electrically activated buttons around the cushion that linked to

the scoreboard on the wall. The whole table is encased in oak, incorporating twelve panels with traditional British sports and pastimes.

Kingsdon Seniors Annual Garden Party
Next month, on 27th July will be the annual garden party. Once again it will be held at Westgate, Top Street, the home of
Brian & Gill Paine commencing at 2.45pm.
Would members please advise Julie South 01935 840192 or Gill Paine on 01935 842058, the contributions they are able to
bring to ensure a delicious spread of afternoon tea.
Kingsdon Seniors Club would be delighted to welcome prospective new members to this traditional event. In the event of
inclement weather Afternoon Tea will be served in the Village Hall
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Cllr. Susan J. Mackay
Cottage Barn, Top Street, Kingsdon TA117JU
Tel: 01935 840023

Kingsdon Parish Council Surgery
Your parish council is looking at ways of better understanding the needs of the people who live in this community.
Once a month a member of the council will be in the village shop from 10:00 till 11:00am.
We’re there for you to call in and have a more social chat and give you the chance to discuss your ideas for our village.
Saturday 2nd July will be Wally Elliott so please pop your head round the door and chat about ideas, issues, advice, we will
be listening.
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Draft MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
THURSDAY 9th June 2016 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm
Parishioner comment time: None
Present: Mr . D.Beswick (chair man), Mr B. Paine (Vice-chairman), Mr. Wally Elliott, Mr. I. Dibben, Mr G. Osborne, Mrs
S. Mackay and Mr P Waters (Parish Councillors); Mr. D Norris (District councillor); Mr D Ruddle (County councilor), Mrs
L.Moore (RFO) and Mrs. K Hatt (Parish Clerk) plus 4 parishioners.
1. Apologies: None
2. Declarations of Interest: As alr eady declar ed, no changes.
3. Minutes: The minutes of the annual par ish council meeting held on 12 th May 2016, the minutes of the monthly parish
council meeting held on the 12th May 2016 and the minutes of the parish meeting held on the 19th May 2016, which had been
previously circulated and were approved and signed;
The annual minutes were proposed by W.Elliott and seconded by G.Osborne, all in favour.
The monthly minutes were proposed by W. Elliott and seconded by S. Mackay, all in favour.
The parish minutes were proposed by W.Elliott, and seconded by I. Dibben, all in favour.
4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items B.Paine is showing his details for on-line banking tomorrow.
The road safety workshop for 60+ has received no interest.
5. Chairman’s Report: Nothing else to r epor t.
6. Correspondence: None
7. Finance:
7.1 Financial Report
L. Moore reported that she has the forms for on-line banking, calculator etc so ready now for set up.
Chair, Vice and RFO need to meet to finalise this.
£15000 still needs to be moved, but will do once the online banking has been set up.
Budget amount for ‘other’, we have spent about £1000 already of the £3000 set aside for this.
There was not a clear budget set aside for the field planting. Still within spend but bear in mind we are
only 2 or 3 months into the financial year.
KPC Account

01.05.2016
Net Cheque Balance
Transfer In
Transfer Out
31.05.2016

£25,723.29
£75.00
£0.00
£0.00
£25,648.29

Savings Account

Opening Balance 01.04.2016
Net Cheque Balance
Interest
Transfer In
Transfer Out
Closing Balance 30.11.2015

£33,293.20
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£0.00
£33,293.20

Clerk Services - May

£75.00

These payments were proposed by P.Waters and seconded by B.Paine, all were in favour.
W. Elliott reported that the spring has broken on the zip wire, we have written to the suppliers,
for advice on repair. It is not unsafe and can still be used but we are acting on this now.
8. Former Primary School sports field - sited at the (North West) junction of MowBarton Road and Lower Road, and
diagonally opposite the Village Hall.
B. Paine recently held a productive meeting with Charlie Field, Estates Manager, Somerset County Council. A contract and
transfer document has been received which are now with our solicitor who is having a final check. An anonymous grant for
£3000 towards the purchase cost has been offered to the Parish Council, but it requires contract completion by the end of the
calendar year.
9. Litter Pick
P. Waters suggested a couple of dates 16th July, or 23rd July, to do a litter pick. Any preferences? It was agreed to hold it on
the 16th July so that D. Beswick could attend! We are getting some bags, litter pickers and high visible jackets from the council. Focus on central areas- roads in village and roads leading out, not main roads.
P. Waters will organise us on the day. P.Waters proposed the 16th July, seconded by I. Dibben, all in favour.
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10. Annual tree planting strategy: P.Water s has had some par ishioner s suggest ideas. He is suggesting we defer to
September so he can talk to the tree warden and then get it all down on paper. No tree planting will be happening until winter
anyway.
D.Beswick requested that we resolve whether tree planting be in the hedge or outside. Consider planting trees on footpaths.
I.Dibben is looking at a trial of parish on-line; he would like someone else to look at it. It can cover all assets such as trees,
grit bins. Could P.Waters help have a look we regarding trees?
Could we ask the village where they would like some tree planting in the village? This could be done at the fete – a map,
I.Dibben to help with this. Item in chronicle as well.
Could we include advice on the best types of trees to be planted appropriate to the area.
Action – P.Waters and I.Dibben, discuss with tree warden, draw up plan, elicit views of parishioners and experiment
with parish online.
11. Kingsdon Village Website: I.Dibben r epor ted that he has looked at the website, thinking thr ough what we can do
to keep the website up and running. He has suggested opening up a sub-committee who would editorial rights, but technical
expertise is needed – an hourly rate to pay to put it right if something goes wrong. Elaine is happy to stay on; she could do
some technical work but not all. But we also need reporters who will go out and write reports for their pages.
Every so often the sub-committee would meet. I.Dibben is happy to take on the editing.
D.Beswick would be happier with an editorial person to have an overview to upload reports only.
If we have a problem that no-body knew how to solve we would need an IT expert to contact for support.
I.Dibben is proposed that he looks for a technical expertise, B.Paine seconded, all in favour.
I.Dibben would like to put something in the chronicle about requesting for people to write for the chronicle and be part of the
sub- committee which meets by-monthly.
Action – I.Dibben, article for chronicle, search for technical expertise and liaise with clerk to organise the training.
12. Use of village Field: A par ishioner contacted D.Beswick about holding a picnic, BBQ with gazebos, on the village
field. D.Beswick feels this is exactly something which the field should be used for. He is thinking that anything that is up and
down in one day should be allowed. No cars should be allowed unless the Parish Council control.
Are we happy with BBQs? What if field was damaged? Are we compromised by insurance? We don’t want to be too prescriptive.
D.Beswick will contact the parishioner to say that is ok. He will also produce a guidance note, councillors to look at, then
agreed document in the chronicle. Action – D.Beswick to write guidance notes.
W.Elliott all well and good telling people in the village, but what about the people that come from other villages. We need a
proper notice board in the field to display notices. I.Dibben will organise one for the field. David Norris suggested contacting
Tim Cook, area east, to apply for a grant for a notice board. Action – K.Hatt to contact Tim Cook.
Can we lock the gate so vehicles can’t get in? We used to have a post to stop vehicles.
Action - I.Dibben and G.Osborne will look at it.
13. Date of next meeting: Thur sday 14th July, 7.30pm.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45pm

Draft Agenda for Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting

to held on July 14th 2016 in the Village Hall, Kingsdon, starting at 7.30pm
All welcome
Parishioner’s comment time – If you have any comments related to the following agenda items please do contact any councillor should you not be able to make the meeting in person.
Apologies – to receive and approve any apologies for non-attendance
Declarations – to receive any declarations of interest
Minutes of previous meeting – to receive and approve the minutes of the monthly meeting held on the 6th June
2016,
Matters arising not covered by agenda- to report on actions from the previous meeting- K. Hatt contacting Tim
Cook about grant for the notice board, D.Beswick guidance notes for use of field, I.Dibben and G.Osborne has
the gate been looked at regards locking.
Chairman’s Report - David Beswick to r epor t and make any comments on any impor tant infor mation.
Correspondence - Cler k and councillor s to r epor t on any communications not cover ed by the agenda items.
Finance
Financial report – report on current finances by the responsible finance officer and bank reconciliations
Cheque signing – cheques which have been paid and cheques for signing
Former Primary School sports field - sited at the (north west) junction of MowBarton Road and Lower Road , and
diagonally opposite the Village Hall
Update on the current situation by B.Paine
Annual tree planting strategy – update so far – P.Waters
Kingsdon village website – update so far – I.Dibben
Date of next meeting
CLERK TO THE PARISH COUNCIL
Mrs K. Hatt 01935 841275
kingsdonclerk@btinternet.com

THIS IS A DRAFT AGENDA AND SUBJECT TO SOME CHANGES THE FINAL
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MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PLANNING MEETING HELD ON
Thursday 9th June 2016 IN THE VALLAGE HALL, 7.30pm
Present: Mr David Beswick (Chair man), Mr B. Paine (vice chair man), Mr Wally Elliott, Mr Ian Dibben, Mr P Waters, Mr G Osborne and Mrs S Mackay (Parish Councillors), Mrs K Hatt and 4 parishioners.
1. Apologies: None
2. Declarations of Interest: None r eceived of any differ ence to those alr eady submitted.
3. Previous minutes: The minutes of the last planning meeting wer e r ead, appr oved and signed. This was pr oposed
by W.Elliott, seconded by S. Mackay, all were in favour.
4. Planning approvals: The following planning per missions wer e r eceived:
16/01653/FUL – Innes House, demolishing existing extension and building a two storey extension.
5. Planning applications: To consider the application: 16/02195/FUL, demolition of two demi-detatched dwellings and
replace with two new semi-detached.
D.Beswick cannot see what effect this would have on the village at all.
They are going to be done properly this time and moved back slightly, which will be an improvement.
No concerns from councillors.
Parishioner – could we be wary to the villagers regards to noise and dust.
They have been cutting stone and it is a constant environmental damage.
Could contact planning to say mention disturbance to local residence with regards the construction method of cutting stonenoise and dust. Minimise the impact to residents. Action – K.Hatt.
It was proposed by B.Paine to accept these plans, seconded W.Elliott, all in favour.
ACTION: K Hatt to email the planning inspector the decision.
Meeting closed at 8.25pm.

Kingsdon Litter Pick - Saturday 16th July
Meet at the village shop at 10am.
Come and help keep your village clean and tidy with friends, family and members of the community.
Litter pickers and rubbish bags provided. Please bring sensible clothes for the conditions.
Looking forward to seeing you all!

Phillip Waters

Kingsdon Festival Weekend over the August Bank Holiday 26th to 28th August 2016
The proposal for the Annual Kingsdon Festival are as follows:
A marquee has been booked and will be sited on the village field as in previous years. A licensed bar and BBQ will
open during events over the three days
Friday evening 26th August - An evening with the delightful awar d winning singer ’BREEZE’
Saturday 27th August - Daytime - Pr oposals ar e Village Fete / Hor ticultur al / Flower Show and Ar ts & Cr afts,
Cream Teas, Guess the ponies weight, Face Painting, Classic Cars / Agricultural
Machinery display etc. The annual Scarecrow competition
Evening - The Kingsdon Big Band
Sunday 28th August - commences with Songs of Praise (please let Nor ma or Fr eda know your choice of hymns)
followed by a Picnic Lunch party. In the afternoon, if there is enough interest, would be the ideal time for the Kingsdon Fun
Sports Day and / or Treasure Hunt and to finish off the weekend ther e will be a Musical Evening with the Yeovil
based band ‘BA22’
Are you a green fingers expert, we could do with your help with running the Horticultural / Flower Show, please let a committee member know if you would like to be involved.
I am sure we have arts and crafts people who would love to take on the running of an exhibition & show in the marquee,
please do get in touch. Any ideas of other events for the weekend would be very much appreciated, please give your ideas
to any committee member - Keith Thomas, Babs Conway, Ian Dibben, Mark Freeman, Guy Osborne, or Marilyn &
Wally Elliott Thanks.
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Kingsdon Festival Music Line-up
Friday 26th August

A cabaret evening with ‘Breeze’

Saturday 27th August

The Kingsdon Big Band

Sunday 28th August

BA 22

Rock and Blues Band

There will be a single pass that will cover all 3 musical events of the festival
Adults £15 Children £5 ~~~~~~ Please reserve your pass at Kingsdon Shop or with Wally (01935 841444)
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Kingsdon’s visit to Glenda Spooner Farm

Debbie explaining the workings of the indoor arena

The fully equipped conference centre

Roly Owers, C.E.O. of World Horse Welfare and Claire Phillips (front right) the centre manager with the hard working
staff of Glenda Spooner Farm.

On Tuesday 21st June, Kingsdon residents were invited to
a preview of the new visitor centre.
The visitors, who were all very impressed with the centre,
were welcomed by Debbie Howarth, the centres’ business
manager. After coffee and Danish pastries we were given a
tour of the new complex.
Glenda Spooner Farm, in Kingsdon is one of four in the
UK run by the charity, World Horse Welfare. The farm is
named after an author and keen supporter of the horse welfare, the late Mrs. Spooner, a popular author of pony
books for children in the mid 20th century who backed the
International League for the Protection of Horses, which
was founded by Ada Cole in 1927. The league was renamed World Horse Welfare in 2008
The new buildings will enable the charity to care for more
than the present total of about 65 horses and ponies, at a
time when the need is growing quickly

The restaurant overlooking the indoor arena

The fully equipped kitchen
much to the delight of chef Tristan

Glenda Spooner Farm is now open to the public from 11am till 4pm every day except Mondays and Tuesdays.

Glenda Spooner Farm Traffic News
Traffic bollards have been installed to prevent visitors leaving the farm and turning left up Brincil Hill.
Likewise, there will be brown info signs (from SSDC when ready) which will direct access to the farm down to the A372
Red Post Cross junction and a right turn.
There will be no access to the farm from the B3151 /Lodge Road crossroads at top of Brincil Hill. To access the farm turn
left out of the Village and down to Red Post Cross junction and turn right onto A372 and then first right up Brincil Hill to
the farm entrance.
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Kingsdon Cricket Club
Match Scores
24th April - Away to Long Sutton (Lost)

8th May - Away to Dinder & Croscombe (Lost)

Kingsdon 102 (B. Chislett 46, J . Russon 29)
Long Sutton 105 - 1 ( G. Holland 50 r td.)

Dinder & Croscombe 247 - 4 (C.Har vey 167 n.o.)
Kingsdon 161 -7 (M. Holland 48 n.o. S Dr omgoole 32)

_________________________________________

_____________________________________________

15th May - Home to Witham Friary (Won)

22nd May Home to Ditcheat (Lost)

Kingsdon 58.
Witham Friary 33 (A.Dale 5 - 7, S. O’Malley 3 - 8)

Ditcheat 154.
Kingsdon 128

__________________________________________

_____________________________________________

29th May - Away to Wookey Hole (Won)

5th June - Home to Queen Camel (Won)

Wookey Hole 230 - 8 (O.Smar t 80, D. Gooch 58,
S Rumbles 3 - 15)
Kingsdon 233 - 2 (J . Russon 76 n.o. , B. Chislett
65, O. Bell 53)

Kingsdon 120 (B. Chislett 34, J .Russon 26)

—————————————————————
12th June Home to Martock (Won)
Kingsdon 133 - 6 (B. Chislett 71, J . Schofield 37)
Martock 63 (J . Schofield 3 - 19)

Queen Camel 63 ( J . Schofield 3 - 19, A.Dale 3 - 39)
——————————————————————
26th June Away to Witham Friary (Won)
Kingsdon 131 - 5 (K. Mor gan 53 , M. Holland 24)
Witham Friary 104 (K. Mor gan 3 - 5)
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KINGSDON VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting held on Wednesday 4th May 2016 at 7pm at Kingsdon Community Shop. T
Present: Mr s M Elliott – Chairman, Mr D Thomson – Secretary, Mr I Dibben - Treasurer, Mr W Elliott , Mr T Owen,
Mr G Osborne .
1. Apologies: Mr s S Singleton
2. Minutes of the Last Meeting: Minutes of the 12th January 2016 Management Committee Meeting (MCM) were reviewed and accepted as an accurate record of that meeting. The Chairman signed the minutes as such.
All draft minutes had been published in The Kingsdon Chronicle, as previously agreed. ACTION - DT
3. Matters Arising:
3.1 Electrical Works: The Chairman again reported that a qualified electrician had inspected the hall’s electrical installation
in total , and had prepared and delivered his report. and recommendations. The total cost estimated was substantial. (£ cost
information restricted at this time due to competitive quotes being sought) This cost includes the installation of a Smoke
Alarm system (@ £1220) which may not be a requirement in this building/structure type. The local fire authority will be consulted prior to a final decision being taken. In view of the estimated costs, two further quotes will be obtained prior to any
final decision being taken. An offer had also been received.
Still awaiting quotes for this item. ACTION - ME
3.2 Storeroom: The following information was reported to the MCM:
Chairs are now being stored correctly around the hall and on the stage. The previous problem with regard to their rearrangement seemed to have ceased. There seemed to be a problem with paint on the chairs and elsewhere. The Art Club
would be asked to take special care. It was suggested that a budget be established for periodic cleaning of the
chairs.ACTION - ME
The external window frame does not need attention at this time. For some unknown reason the door handle is being knocked
off. A general clearance/tidy had been completed. Thanks were recorded to WE and ME on an excellent job.
3.3 Regular Inspections: ID and TO reported on their regular inspections of the property which had proved to be very beneficial in monitoring hall conditions and identifying new issues quickly. Fixed wiring, electricity testing, Fire Extinguishers
and PAT testing all being completed with proof/record of testing maintained.
3.4 Hall Bookings: The Chairman reported on the weekly bookings activities. The regular bookings have been maintained..
Occasional (children’s) party bookings were proving very successful and it was hoped that the completed village web site
now operational would be beneficial in selling the excellent hall facilities ( and safe parking) to a wider geographical catchment area. ACTION - ME
3.5 SSDC Business/Charitable Rates: The Secretary reported that the appeal had been successful and that the Village Hall
remained zero rated. However continued vigilance on this issue would be required.
ACTION-DT
3.6 106 Money – Former Manor School: The Chairman reported that the two (Manor School ) properties had been sold recently, subject to contract. It was noted previously that “ s106” monies become payable once three properties are sold. ACTION – ME
4. VHAC: The Village Hall Action Committee (VHAC) is a sub-committee established to both actively progress and
monitor the progress of MC agreed actions and the on-going maintenance/operation of the building on a weekly/monthly
basis. Members are ID, GO, WE, ME, AT.
ID overviewed the committee’s work and stressed the importance of continuing this active monitoring and record keeping
on a formal basis for the general upkeep of the property. Indeed , it was very similar to the work Martin Singleton had undertaken so well in the past. ACTION-VHAC (members)
5. Health and Safety: H&S Items had been discussed under Item 4 above. Fur ther , r e-agreed that ID and TO would
review the 2 inspection logs weekly, and commission any ( emergency) works required. ACTION – ID/TO
6. Finance: Mr Ian Dibben Tr easur er pr esented the final accounts for the financial year 2015/16(Copy attached to
these minutes). These accounts would be presented for independent audit ( Accounting Angels – Somerton). The committee
discussed both the accounts and the ( page 2) year on year cost comparative analysis completed by the Treasurer. It was noted that some differences occurred due to simple timing issues and/or the change of status of some items (For example wages no longer due but contract costs now required). The VH remained a balanced and solvent financial operation at this time
and accrued savings had not been used to fund the hall’s current operations during FY 2015/16
Price Review: A discussion took place on the Village Hall’s current pricing structure. The Treasurer reported that each booking could now be individually ( financially) analysed and assessed. It was agreed that prices should rise by £1 on current
rates with a 3 month notice period ( Aim for new price schedule on 1st September)
7. Take Art: Fr om all feedback this had once again been a ver y successful and enjoyable event. It was agr eed that
this was a very valuable and worthwhile entertainment/art form to still have access to within South Somerset by the village
and the church . (NB: Timing issue here of the monies coming in)
8. Maintenance:
8.1 Electrical Installation: A full installation inspection had been completed by a qualified electrician. (See Item 3.1 above.)
Additional 2 quotes were now being sought for the works required.
8.2 Heating: It was reported that one heater had ceased to work and that others may follow the same fate. It was agreed that
this should be investigated with the replacement to all heaters at one time. (instead of on a piecemeal basis as each unit
failed) ACTION - VHAC
8.3 Stage Back Cloth and Frame: This was now available and awaiting final installation ACTION – WE
Continued on page 15
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Continued from page 11
9. Long Term/Projects:
9.1 Future of the Kingsdon Village Hall (Structure): The position remains as previously documented:
“Many other villages had already updated and/or replaced their 1940/50s style buildings which inevitably become unsustainable. Whilst this would seem an option for KVH, it was often the case that such schemes did not commence without the current facilities being condemned. This seemed to be some sort of catalyst for action “
The Secretary once again noted that as the building, and land , were owned by the PC, this would need to be a decision for
the KPC, and not the KVH MC which simply managed the on-going operation of the KVH on behalf of the PC. Other members disagreed with this view believing that the MC had a much wider mandate and were indeed responsible for the future
development issues of the physical structures of the buildings etc, It was agreed that this would be raised with the PC and
that the PC would be reminded of the original Deed of Trust that clearly stated that the facilty was originally funded and
owned by the PC. Mr T Owen offered to discuss the Deed of Trust with the PC Chairman in advance of the meeting.
The Secretary (again) raised his previously aired concerns about the number of facitlies/ventures this small village sought
to maintain….Church, Cricket Pavilion, Village Shop, Village Hall and two recreation fields including sophisticated play
areas. Much of this was being used and enjoyed by people from outside the village. In the medium/ long term the Secretary
thought this was an unsustainable approach in terms of volunteer availability and funding options and that for example a
single unit option would be preferable for the Village Hall/Shop. There was no agreement on this view.
It was therefore agreed that
The Chairman would refer this issue to the next meeting of the PC and attempt to establish who OWNS the KVH and is
therefore responsible for reviewing and/or managing any future building projects/developments.
Somerset Community Council would be contacted to visit and advise on this issue as well.
10. AOB: No items raised.
11. Dates of Next Meetings: FY 2016/17 Village Hall meetings wer e agr eed as follows:
1. 2017 AGM Thursday 4th May 2017
2. MCM Thursday 5th January 2017 and Thursday 4th May 2017
These meetings would be advertised within the village hall, and within both the Village website and the Kingsdon Chronicle
as usual.
The VHAC will continue to meet weekly/monthly
There being no further business, The Chairman thanked those in attendance and closed the meeting at 8.35pm.

Kingsdon 100+ Club June Draw Winners
The Draw was made at the Village Shop on 2nd June
by Rosemary Russell
1st £15
2nd £10

No. 97

No. 102

3rd £5

Jane Birrell
Pete & Barbara Weaver

No. 7

Jo Furneaux
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A jogger running down a country road is startled as a
horse yells at him, "Hey, come over here buddy!" The jogger is stunned but runs over to the fence where the horse is
standing and asks, "Were you talking to me?"

Wish me luck for the next London Marathon. I managed 3 hours, 10 minutes, and 9 seconds this year.
Next year I will try and beat this, but I usually get bored,
and switch the TV over to watch something else.

The horse replies, "Sure was, man I've got a problem. I
won the Kentucky Derby a few years ago and this farmer
bought me and now all I do is pull a plough and I'm sick
of it. Why don't you run up to the house and offer him
$5,000 to buy me. I'll make you some money cause I can
still run."

Earl and Bubba are quietly sitting in a boat fishing,
chewing tobacco and drinking beer when suddenly Bubba says, “Thinking I’m gonna divorce the wife - she
ain’t spoken to me in over 2 months.”
Earl spits overboard, takes a long, slow sip of beer ans
says, “Better think it over…..women like that are hard to
find.”

The jogger thought to himself, "Boy, a talking horse!"
Dollar signs started appearing in his head. So he runs to
the house and the old farmer is sitting on the porch. The
jogger tells the farmer, "Hey man, I'll give you $5,000 for
that old broken down nag you've got in the field."
The farmer replies, "Son, you can't believe anything that
horse says. He's never even been to Kentucky."
The young boy was spending a Sunday afternoon with his
grandpa. Looking at pictures of his grandpa in his military
uniform, the boy asked, "Grandpa, did you ever kill anyone in the war?"
"No champ, I never did."
"That's a good thing."
"You're telling me," began grandpa, "I was the cook!"
Sixteen Years of Meat.
It was many years ago since the embarrassing day when a
young woman, with a baby in her arms, entered his butcher shop and confronted him with the news that the baby
was his and asked what was he going to do about it? Finally he offered to provide her with free meat until the boy
was 16. She agreed
He had been counting the years off on his calendar, and
one day the teenager, who had been collecting the meat
each week, came into the shop and said, “I’ll be 16 tomorrow.”
“I know” said the butcher with a smile, “ I’ve been counting too, tell your mother when you take this parcel of meat
home, that it is the last free meat she’ll get, and watch the
expression on her face.”
When the boy arrived home he told his mother.
The woman nodded and said, “Son, go back to the butcher
and tell him I have also had free milk, free bread, and free
groceries for the last 16 years and watch the expression on
his face!”

An elderly couple were celebrating their sixtieth anniversary. The couple had married as childhood sweethearts and had moved back to their old neighbourhood
after they retired.
Holding hands, they walked back to their old school. It
was not locked, so they entered, and found the old desk
they’d shared, where Jerry had carved I love you Sally.
On their way back home, a bag of money fell out of an
armoured car, practically landing on their feet. Sally
quickly picked it up and, not sure what to do with it,
they took it home. There, she counted the money - fifty
thousand dollars!
Jerry said, We’ve got to give it back.
Sally said, Finders keepers. She put the money back in
the bag and hid it in the attic.
The next day, two police officers were canvassing the
neighbourhood looking for the money, and knocked on
their door. Pardon me, did either of you find a bag of
money that fell out of an armoured car yesterday?
Sally said, No.
Jerry said, Shes lying. She hid it in the attic.
Sally said, Don’t believe him, his getting senile.
The officers turned to Jerry and began to question him.
One said: tell us the story from the beginning.
Jerry said, Well, when Sally and I were walking home
from school yesterday…..
The first officer turned to his partner and said, we’re
outta here!
“Give me a sentence about a public servant,” the teacher
instructed her third grade class.
“The fireman came down the ladder pregnant,”
answered one little girl.
“Umm … Do you know what pregnant means?”
“Yes,” said the girl. “It means carrying a child.”
I went to the pub last night and saw a big woman dancing on a table. I said, “Good legs.”
The girl giggled and said, “Do you really think so?”
I said, “Definitely! Most tables would have collapsed by
now.”
Cost me 6 stitches but who care when you’re over 70.
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BEES – DO NOT DISTURB
By Peter Crowter

I was mowing a field by the Cary, of grass to be made into hay,
And I had to be kind of wary, to horseflies I was their buffet.
No tractor cab then on my Fergy, nothing between them and me,
They sneaked up and I never felt them, they land very softly you see.
And if you don’t notice one on you, cause you didn’t see it alight,
You’ll soon be aware of it’s presence, cause it gives a mighty sharp bite.
It didn’t help my situation, the fact I was stripped to the waist,
I thought ‘twould improve my appearance, to give my physique a good baste.
I suddenly felt something stab me, it gave me a hell of a bite,
This horsefly is mighty sadistic, or it’s got a large appetite.
I soon came aware of a buzzing, this was no fly but a bee,
I’d stirred up a swarm with the mower, and they were not happy with me.
Well, this was no time for heroics, I must beat a hasty retreat,
I had to abandon the tractor, I stopped it and leapt off the seat.
Off like an Olympic sprinter and flailing the air with my shirt,
I would have impressed a real athlete, with my truly commendable spurt.
I thought it was best to keep running, go all the way back to the farm,
Cause if I went back to the tractor, those bees would have done me some harm.
The bees must have stayed with the tractor, cause only a few followed me,
And I got away fairly lightly, the stings, well I only had three.
Farmer rang up a beekeeper. He said, , ‘You just leave it to me’.
We certainly weren’t going to help him, the right choice I think you’ll agree.
I rang up the beekeeper later, I said ‘Were there many bees there?’
He said, ‘The swarm wasn’t a large one, bigger ones I’ve found elsewhere.
‘Twas under five pounds when I weighed it, much larger swarms I have found.’
Then came my obvious question, ‘Well how many bees to the pound?’
He said, ‘Well it’s roughly one thousand, let’s say that’s within one or two.’
And he said it wasn’t a large swarm!!! Five thousand is more than a few.
I felt there was something important, something I needed to know,
I’ll have to return to the tractor, so when will it be safe to go?
‘Did you get them all?’ I then asked him, ‘To go back will that be okay?’
‘There’ll be one or two buzzing round there, I wouldn’t go back there today.’
Next morning I walked very slowly, towards my abandoned machine,
And I was relieved to discover, there wasn’t a bee to be seen.

29th May A large swarm on the
village field that eventually
moved to the Tall House before
they could be collected by our
beekeeper

Competition
A World Horse Welfare pony
checking her emails!!!!
But just what is she saying to
her groom?
There will be a prize for the
person who can come up with
the most humorous answer as
judged by Wally & Marilyn
Please send your answers to
Wally at 4 Manor Close,
Kingsdon or email it to
wallyelliott@hotmail.com.
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Thinking about selling or letting your property?
Looking for a new home in the local area? Then look no further. …
Kingsdon Resident Gabby Osborne is your local property expert & the new Branch Manager at
Palmer Snell in Somerton.
Gabby has lived in Kingsdon for over 20 years & has been an estate agent in the local area for 9
years.
Who better to sell your property than someone who knows the area, knows the market & is passionate about the village.

For a professional & confidential service guaranteed throughout, call Palmer Snell today for a
FREE Market Appraisal on 01458 272989.
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