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An Invitation
The children of All saints Church invite you to their first
‘Children run’ service at 11am on Sunday 7th July

Mobile Library July 2013
Stops at:
Pendle, Middle Street 10:25-10:35 a.m.
School Lane 10:40-10:50 a.m.
Both on Thursday 18th July

Kingsdon Parish Council
Bi-monthly meeting
Will be held at 7pm Thursday 11th July in Kingsdon
Village Hall.
Everyone is invited to come along and hear all the latest news concerning the old village school which is
hoped to be the Kingsdon Community Centre (more
details on page 2), and other matters concerning our
village.

Delivery of Newspapers
Jon Chapman of Ilchester will deliver papers, door to door in Kingsdon. The cost of delivery will be:Weekday papers 20p per day (Incl Western Gazette etc)
Saturday papers 30p. Sunday papers 40p
Having a paper every day of the week will cost £1.70p
Payment may be made daily, weekly or monthly.
If you wish to have a paper delivered please contact me with the details of your requirement and preferred payment
method and I will add you to the list being drawn up for passing on to Jon Chapman, or you can phone Jon on
840355 after 6pm
Telegraph subscription vouchers with retailers name on need to be sent back for the dealers name to be changed.
Jon will explain further (Wally)

All Closed
How to rip the heart out of a village - thank God we still have the Church and the Inn

31st August 2008 Kingsdon Manor School Closed

3rd September 2008 Kingsdon Post Office Closed

31st May 2011 Kingsdon C of E Primary School Closed

30th June 2013 Kingsdon Stores Closed

Kingsdon Community Centre Committee Statement
You will be aware of the proposal to use the school as a community centre/cafe, which has been ongoing for some time. The
need for action became critical after Richard Kersley's regretful decision to close Kingsdon Stores. It was a shock to us all. The
Kingsdon Community Centre Committee had a pre-arranged meeting with Somerset County Council on the 24th June to discuss
the original plan that was minus the shop. Obviously, the new situation altered our plans to a radical extent, and took on a new
urgency. It was unfortunate that when we asked you all to complete the questionnaire Richard's news came late to us all.
In view of all the changes SCC took the view that they would be willing to grant a licence to Kingsdon Parish Council to set up
a shop whilst longer term plans could be discussed between the partners and a business plan put in place. SCC appear to be
agreeable to a peppercorn rent for the building.
South Somerset District Council has offered us a grant of £750 to help with set up but to get this would mean that Kingsdon
Parish Council would have to match fund the same amount. As it happens KPC has indicated previously that they would offer
£500 towards funding. We would also possibly be eligible for a grant of £2000 from the Plunkett Foundation, who act as mentors to the Community Committee.
If all goes to plan, we will get the building for future use for us all. We still have some way to go of course, but it is moving
very much in the right direction.
We, the Committee, would very much like you to make the effort to attend the next Kingsdon Parish Council meeting on 11th
July at 7.00 pm in the Village Hall. It is going to be a very important meeting, after all it is your money and decisions have to
be made.
Patrick Leahy
Chairman
Kingsdon Community Centre Committee

Kingsdon Church ‘Mini’ Fete 15/06/13

The Happy Kitchen staff

Belated Birthday Greetings
to Jim Masters, who was 85
years young on 28th June

Stall Totals
Bel sends her thanks to all
those who contributed to
Raffle
making this a great sucCakes
cess.
Books
Gifts
“Hymns and Pimm’s”
Songs of Praise service on Games
the Sunday evening was Guess the weight of the cake
Plants
also much enjoyed with
about 30 people attending Ploughmans Lunches
Bits & Bobs
and with Rev Wendy
Griffith providing helpful
TOTAL = £621.22
links between each hymn.

£127.40
£165.80
£38.10
£41.80
£5.00
£23.00
£35.05
£119.82
£65.25

Kingsdon 100 + Club
Supporting The Kingsdon Chronicle
At the last count 120 people have joined the 100+ club. All proceeds less
prize money goes to the upkeep of the Kingsdon Chronicle.
Anyone can join the 100 club, whether you live in Kingsdon or elsewhere
and each individual member of a household may join.
Application forms are available from 4 Manor Close (Tel: 841444 or email:
wallyelliott@hotmail.com) and it only costs £12 for the year.
June Draw Winners
1st - no 45 Grace Freeman
2nd - no 48 Martin Singleton
3rd - no 37 Jean Toole

July Draw Winners
1st - No. 99 Joyce Limon
2nd - No. 37 Jean Toole
3rd - No. 92 Gabby Osborne
This draw will be the last to be
made at the Stores
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Kingsdon Stores - The End of an Era
When Angela at the stores handed me a slip of paper with the following message on it, my heart sank, I knew it
would be the end of yet another era for Kingsdon, it read:

It is with much regret that Richard Kersley and Angela have decided to
close the shop at the end of June 2013. Richard and Angela at Kingsdon
Stores would like to thank everyone for their support for the last 37 years.
First it was the Manor School followed by the Post Office, then the Village School
and now The Village Stores. Whilst this news was not totally unexpected it still
came as a bit of a shock.
Not unexpected: after all said and done, for a number of years the message had
been ‘Use it or lose it’. And then the harbinger in the Kingsdon Chronicle back in
August 2010 ( Picture right)
Whilst Richard would have liked to have carried on, there had to come a time when
running a business at a loss was not a long term option.
Following the closure of the Post Office, the Telegraph reported Richard as saying
"People used to come in for the post office and pick up a few things from the shop," he went on to say "Every village needs a shop and I will keep going as long as I can. But when the post office goes, the shop often follows."

Presentation to Richard & Angela - Sunday 30th June 2013
On the last day of Kingsdon Stores, following a very successful collection from many households in the village,
presentations were made to Richard and Angela as a way of thanking them for all they have done for Kingsdon over
the years.
Richard is in his 38th year at the stores. Every morning, when able, he has been up at some ungodly hour preparing
the papers, he also used to do the delivery. One morning at about 5.30am I was up making a cuppa when I heard a
noise outside my door. Going out I found Richard sprawled on my doorstep having taken a tumble and unable to get
up. Once I was able to get him to his feet, off he went to complete his round, such was his dedication to the village.
Angela has been Richard’s assistant for 25 years. In the latter years she has covered for Richard during his spells of
hospitalisation, including the early starts with the papers. I personally thank Angela for her help with all my and
other peoples fund raising events, selling tickets, quiz sheets and running her own raffles for various causes. Our
Jubilee celebrations in 2012 were in part such a financial success thanks to Angela’s selling ability.

Villagers gather for the presentation to Richard and Angela

Kingsdon Telephone Box - Update
As reported in the last Chronicle, Kingsdon is now the owner of the Telephone Box and a restoration group has been
formed to refurbish and convert it into a book exchange.
Much work is needed to return the box to pristine condition, it will require 31 panes of glass and 4 'telephone' signs
replacing as well as a total repaint and fit out with shelves to hold the books. Between £600 - £700 is needed to purchase replacement parts and paint with the Parish Council sharing the 'burden' equally with the restoration group.
The group has decided that a village collection take place so work can start immediately and it is felt that £1 per person would be enough to restore the telephone box thus preserving such an iconic landmark whilst providing what
will be a useful village amenity.
Much interest is coming in from the media so if any businesses wish to sponsor the restoration it could be of mutual
benefit. Prospective sponsors please phone 01935 840112
Please support this worthy cause and give generously when the 'tin rattlers' come knocking on your door this week.

The Restoration Group
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“We can make the difference for a lot more horses in the future” says Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal at World Horse Welfare’s Glenda Spooner Farm, Kingsdon.
World Horse Welfare’s President, Her Royal Highness The Princess Royal arrived by helicopter to the charity’s
Glenda Spooner Farm in Kingsdon just before 11am on June 7th. Her Royal Highness came not just to view the plans
for the new and desperately needed expanded facilities for World Horse Welfare’s Somerset centre, but to speak
about the growing number of horses that the charity is seeing left abandoned and neglected in the South West region
Amongst the local guests who live in the area was David Heath MP for Somerton and Frome, councillors and even
Lords who all gathered to hear Her Royal Highness explain just how vital it is to expand the charity’s centre.
World Horse Welfare continues to see a stark increase in the number of horses that need rescuing in the South West
region, contributing to an overall 7,000 that are at risk of neglect throughout the UK.
World Horse Welfare Centre Manager for Glenda Spooner Farm, Claire Phillips was proud to have The Princess at
Glenda Spooner Farm: “We were delighted to have HRH The Princess Royal visit our farm to help us promote the
work we do here in the South West.
“We are looking to develop our site at Glenda Spooner Farm, including developing a new isolation unit, crew yards,
indoor riding arena and a visitor centre.
Over the last 12 months we have seen a dramatic increase in the need for horses coming into our centres across the
UK, so it’s really important that we develop our facilities to better enable us to care for those animals and rehabilitate
and rehome more effectively, freeing up more space in our farm to help more horses.”
HRH The Princess Royal gave an inspiring speech on the day saying: “I am delighted to be here today, it’s really nice
to come and see what a good job the charity is doing now and also the plans for the future - and just what a difference
that could make. There’s been enormous pressure over the last few years on horse owners, the cost of keeping horses
has gone up and the pressure on places like this and a charity like World Horse Welfare has continued to grow.
We have taken in nearly 100 horses so far this year; Glenda Spooner Farm alone has already taken in 31 horses, that’s
almost twice as many as this time last year. This expanding centre will serve the community in many ways and for
decades to come.
We hope that many of you and others who can spread the word will understand now, just what a difference this plan
will make and how much of an impact it can have on those horses who have, through no fault of their own, fallen on
really bad times. We hope that with your help, in whatever way that suits you, we can make the difference for a lot
more horses in the future.”
World Horse Welfare Chief Executive, Roly Owers says: “The day was an outstanding success and we thank those
who joined us in the presence of HRH The Princess Royal. I sincerely hope our guests left with an appreciation for
our charity and an understanding of the need to expand our facilities. With the help of our supporters, we can rescue
and rehabilitate even more of the growing number of horses that need our help in the South West.”
HRH The Princess Royal demonstrated the charity’s good work by handing over Yogie, a horse that came from a bad
start like so many others out there, to her
new rehomer, Yvonne after World Horse
Welfare rehabilitation.
Yvonne was delighted to finally have her
pony home with her and thoroughly enjoyed meeting The Princess, Yvonne says:
“I am so very pleased to finally have Yogie
home with me. When I first let her out, she
wandered around to see what the place was
like. She was so calm and so well behaved
from the minute I got her out of the horse
box. She quickly settled into her stable. I let
her out with her new friends, two other
World Horse Welfare horses that I have
rehomed called Sapphire and Vienna, and
they got on straight away, she is already
part of the herd.
“She seems so relaxed here; she’s fine to
catch and walks into her stable in the mornings to eat her breakfast with the others and comes back to eat her hay in
the afternoons. All of my horses are youngsters, except for one older mare, so Yogie will always have other horses to
play with. I want to say thank you for giving Yogie and I the chance to meet The Princess Royal. The best part of the
day was when Yogie gave Her Royal Highness a gentle kiss!”
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Glenda Spooner Farm, purchased in
2007, is one of World Horse Welfare’s
four UK Rescue and Rehoming Centres,
and is able to care for and rehabilitate
around 65 horses at any one time, many
of which have come from backgrounds
of terrible suffering.
The number of UK horses urgently
needing World Horse Welfare’s help has
risen from 6,000 to 7,000 in just six
months and with all four centres worryingly near to capacity, it is vital that the
charity is able to rescue, rehabilitate and
rehome as many horses as it possibly
can.
The new developments at Glenda
Spooner Farm will allow the charity to continue its good work to the utmost of its abilities with the potential to accommodate up to 100 horses once developments are complete.
Every little helps when it comes to rescuing horses, and the new centre is just one of the things that World Horse Welfare is doing to help more horses to lead safe and happy lives. Please, if you can, REHOME one of our rehabilitated
horses.

We would love you to get involved!
There are many ways that you can help us improve the lives of horses in the UK and around the world, from joining
our membership scheme to adopting a horse, or becoming involved with our campaigns. We rely entirely upon donations, so whatever you do, your help is vital in allowing us to help horses

Become a member

We offer three types of membership, ChampionPlus, Junior ChampionPlus or Champion whichever you choose, we’ll be glad to welcome you as a member.
As a Champion member you will receive:
• World Horse Welfare News three times a year
• Personalised address labels
• Exclusive members’ lapel badge
• Invitations to Members' Days at our farms and other special events
• Free expert advice over the telephone from our Advice Line
All of this for just £36 a year!

Adopt a Horse

The Adopt a Horse scheme gives you the opportunity to help a horse or pony at one of our four
UK Rescue and Rehoming Centres. Each horse has their own story and the Adopt a Horse scheme gives you the opportunity to closely follow their progress back to health and a new life. Simply select the horse you would like to adopt
and you will receive:
• A pack about your chosen horse that includes: a film on DVD; a board-backed colour photo; pin badge; notebook;
and recent updates written by the grooms and centre manager
• Four exclusive updates each year that give a unique insight into your adopted horse's progress, with notes and photographs from the team at the farm.
• The chance to visit your adopted horse during centre open days.
Adopting a horse costs just £5.00 a month and is great way to help give a horse the second chance in life it deserves.
For more information: http://www.worldhorsewelfare.org/Support-Us or call 01953 498682

Meet the horses
Why not visit to Glenda Spooner Farm to see some of the horses and ponies they have in their care? You could even
take a guided tour of the stables and find out more about the work that they do and go behind the scenes with the
grooms. You might even get the chance to meet our adoption horse, Bess! Additionally, why not take a walk around
the paddocks and enjoy the wild flowers and beautiful views over the Somerset Levels? You might even find a horse
or pony that you would like to rehome! Take a break and have a cuppa! The farm serves hot and cold drinks and has a
range of merchandise available.
Glenda Spooner Farm is open on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 2pm until 4pm. They are also able to cater for
groups outside of these times. Please contact the farm on 01935 841442 for more information.
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Now On Sale

2014
Kingsdon Calendar
Sold in aid of the
Kingsdon Village Hall

Only £ 4.85
The ideal gift for friends
and relatives
Full of colour photographs
taken by residents of
Kingsdon
Copies are available by:
Calling in at Westgate,
Top Street
Calling Brian or Gill Paine
on 842058
to place an order
or
Purchasing from
The Kingsdon Inn
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I was there! – A teenagers reminiscence of Coronation Day
The day before the Coronation I travelled up from Suffolk to meet my teenage cousin in Leytonstone East London.
My Aunt gave us a small holdall with blankets and picnic, then we set off for central London on the tube. What were
we going to do to fill in our time prior to taking up our planned position to see the processions. I know Bob said – “lets
climb up St Paul’s Cathedral Dome to the top”! We paid our dues, and stared in awe at the interior of the dome then
climbed again eventually to reach the Gold Cross and Ball – at the peak only one person can enter the small chamber
the wind rushing through strong grills –viewing London from on high quite an experience.
Afterwards, we made our way into Central London – had fish and chips and decided that the best place to view the procession would be from the top of St James’s Street, on the corner where it turns into Piccadilly. The street is on a fairly
steep hill and we worked out that the carriages would be pulled slower by the horses at this point. All the buildings
were decorated – some had balconies; we were opposite the Garrick Club so saw several celebrities – David Niven the
film star I remember was one. Settling down for the night – with our blankets great excitement came at midnight
when the papers were published to announce that Edmund Hillary had conquered Everest – the icing on the cake so to
speak.
The day dawned wet, and at 4am the police told us we had to get up – road sweepers came around and did the final
cleaning. At 8am we saw the first carriages – some left the Ritz Hotel which was just around the corner from us – in
these privately owned family carriages ornately decorated were several Duke’s and aristocrats on their way to the Abbey in all their finery.
People near us had radios so we could hear descriptions of events as they unfolded. At 11am the Service in the Abbey
commenced – and I remember it was 12.30pm when the guns went off at the Tower of London at the moment of
crowning. Large cheers went up – we were in the front row and behind us solid about 12 people deep.
We followed the service – I have in my possession the original Service book with all the printed music, the official
souvenir programme priced two and sixpence, which lists the State processions to and from the Abbey with details of
all the Armed Services and people’s names involved, plus who was in each carriage; also a copy of The Times Newspaper Royal Edition price 6 pence! The rain was easing off now and the return journey to Buckingham Palace was
extended –the Queen left the Abbey at 2.50pm. The parade was made up of additional detachments from the Defence
Forces of the Commonwealth and Colonies as well as contingents of the three services of the United Kingdom. I imagine 12,000 personal in all, it seemed to take ages to pass us by with the bands playing to the marching. The carriages
followed containing, the Colonial Rulers, the Queen of Tonga in her bright robes was the only one in an open carriage
to brave the rain, then the Prime Ministers – I well remember Winston Churchill waving to us from the carriage window. Eventually the carriage procession of Princes and Princesses of the Blood Royal passed by, and the climax was
coming when we saw the carriage of the Queen Mother and Princess Margaret. glittering tiaras on their heads.
Next the Queen’s procession appeared – high ranking personal from the Navy, Army and Air Force walking, followed
by Admirals of the Fleets, Field Marshals, and Marshals of the Royal Air Force in carriages, Eventually the State Gold
Coach appeared drawn by eight grey horses – the moment we had all been waiting for had arrived. The Queen with the
Crown on her head and holding the Sceptre in her hand looked radiant, with the Duke of Edinburgh in Naval uniform
at her side. The noise of cheers, and bands playing the National Anthem was deafening. The coach actually stopped as
it was negotiated round the bend into Piccadilly – so as planned, we had the most wonderful view. A moment that
lives in my memory to this day. God save the Queen.

Michael Frost (formally Lytes Cary now residing in Sherborne)

Welcome to
contact the
elderly
a lifeline of friendship
We organise regular Sunday afternoon
tea parties for people over 75, who live
with little or no social support.
The afternoons are full of fun and
laughter and make a real difference to
the lives of our guests.
For more information - Phone
Abby 07811 883005 Sandra 07964 522453
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KINGSDON CRICKET, POST WAR

Kingsdon Cricket Club

By Peter Crowter

Results

T’was after the war was all over, and cricket was thought of again,
And Kingsdon required for their matches, a field where there was flat terrain.
In a field down a lane from the village, the top part was reasonably flat,
The farmer Joe Hilborne said ‘Right boys, for a cricket pitch you can have that,’
The whole field was pretty enormous, so they had to fence off their patch,
Cause Joe grazed his cows in the main bit, and cricket and cattle don’t match.
They rolled up their sleeves and got busy, with mower and roller and sweat,
They then got a full list of fixtures, the captain said, ‘Lads we’re all set’.
My friend John and I were just schoolboys, and we were too young to take part,
On match days we went down to watch them, we were usually there at the start.
We watched if the game was exciting, but boys can get easily bored,
We’d start our own game on the bound’ry, and then the big match we ignored
Most men at that time were in farming, for them cricket took a back seat,
They had to make hay while the sun shone, and harvest the barley and wheat.
So sometimes the captain was struggling, to raise a full team on the day,
So he had to find some more players, that he could rely on to play.
Then Yeovilton came to the rescue, three sailors signed on for our team,
A spinner, fast bowler and batsman, the problem was solved it would seem.
But even with three extra players, one Saturday they were one short,
And so was the team they were playing, they’ll play ten men each so we thought.
But then John and I were delighted, they said ‘Would you two like to play?
One on each side would be handy,’ I tell you, that just made our day.
We had no white kit to change in to, that would have been perfect but then,
That was not all that important, ‘cause neither did all of the men.

2nd June
Home to Witham Friary - Won
Kingsdon 159 - 6
(K. Morgan 51 n.o., S. Rumbles 39)
Witham Friary 90.
————————————————
9th June
Home to Meare & Westhay - Won
Kingsdon 228 - 8
(J. Schofield 126 n.o.)
Meare & Westhay 138
(J. Burge 67, C. Chant 26,
A. Dale 3 - 12)
————————————————
16th June
Away to Witham Friary - Rained Off
————————————————
23rd June
Home to Langport - Lost
Langport 203 - 5
(M. Brown 101 n.o. Dijon's 42)

Now John and I both loved our cricket, and we often played on our own,
Kingsdon 120
Faced thousands of balls from each other, our bowling to us was well known.
They told me to bowl for John’s innings, for him they thought t’would be a breeze, (J. Russon 32)
We both thought it was a nice gesture, he’d handle my bowling with ease.

________________________________________________________________________________________

Well, John must have been a bit nervous, when out to the wicket he strolled,
I think my third ball was his downfall, he missed it and he was clean bowled.
I guess I was feeling quite cheerful, as we marched off the field for out tea,
But when I went out to bat later, John Marsh did the same thing to me.

Kingsdon Ladies Club

29th June
Home to Carpe Vinum C.C. - Lost
Kingsdon 107
Carpe Vinum 108 - 6
T. Deney 41 n.o., J. Hilland 26 n.o.
B. Tyekiff 4 - 22

The meeting held on Tuesday 11th June, was opened by Lynne Davies,
Thank You
who introduced us to Sali Money who talked to us about Jewish High Days
A
Plant
Sale
run by Alex Davidson and
& Holidays and gave us a demonstration of cooking prepared for a few of
Tea
and
Coffee
organise by Joyce
these special events.
Lough, together with a donation raised
£120 for Kingsdon Cricket Club
Sali came from a Jewish family originally from Europe arriving in this
country before the Second World War and settled near Manchester. After
the talk we were all able to sample the food that Sali had prepared for us,
and it was enjoyed by all.
The next meeting of the Ladies Club is on July 9th at 7 30 pm and the
speaker is Sarah Villiers who will be talking about “Inside the Classroom
of Somerset Schools."
Sarah, who lives in Keinton Mandeville is a freelance English as a Foreign
Language Teacher Trainer, working mostly with Oxford University Press.
Her teaching career started in 1970 teaching English (10-14yrs) in Kuala
Lumper, Malaysia.
The countries where she has worked in the last 10 years include Russia and
Siberia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Czech Rep., Slovakia, Hungry,
Slovenia, Croatia, Serbia, Bosnia, Kosova, Macedonia, Albania, Turkey,
Iran, Syria, Jordan, Oman, Saudi, Egypt, Libya, Tunisia, Morocco, Argentina, Uruguay Chile, Ecuador, Thailand, France, Belgium and Switzerland.
New members are welcome and the meeting is held in the village Hall

Alex gives his appreciation to all who
helped, in particular Ann Leahy who
was a tower of strength all day.
Kingsdon Cricket Club send a big
thank you to Alex & Joyce for their
support.

Revis Spillane
The death is announced of former
Kingsdon resident Revis Spillane, who
died from cancer on 18th June at Maidstone, Kent.
Revis was brought up in Kingsdon, living at 50 Kingsdon. He attending
schools at Kingsdon and Yeovil before
moving to the midlands to do an apprenticeship in engineering.
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Minister praises Somerset waste working
Joint working to save money, cut waste and improve efficiency in
Somerset has been praised by a government minister. Resource minisCollection Dates for Kingsdon in July ter Lord de Mauley told a meeting on local solutions to waste management that local authorities had achieved “impressive” increases in reWheelie Bins
cycling. And he highlighted how Somerset’s six councils had created
Tuesdays 2nd, 16th & 30th
Somerset Waste Partnership (SWP) to integrate management of waste
Recycling
collection and disposal into a single body. Lord de Mauley added:
Tuesdays 2nd, 9th, 16th, 23rd & 30th “We all face a tough financial future. It is more important than ever
that local authorities work together as efficiently as they can.”
In its first five years, SWP launched kerbside collections for a dozen materials, raised recycling rates over 50%, and
saved council tax payers well over £7.5 million with 30% fewer staff.
SWP managing director Steve Read said: “Joint working clearly offers savings, better services and greater efficiency,
and it is great that this is recognised by the government. “In these tough times, SWP will continue to look for ways to
achieve more with less, while always striving to reduce waste and cut Somerset’s landfill bill. “Essential to meet all of
these challenges is the fantastic way Somerset residents support food waste collections and recycle as much as possible.”
Steve Read has recently begun a part-time secondment to help councils in Gloucester create their own waste partnership.

Neighbourhood Watch News
A number of incidents have occurred recently where unsolicited telephone calls have been made to members of the
public. These calls allege to be from a security company and the suggestion is that the police are aware of crime prevention surveys taking place by the company in the area.
The caller asks to make an appointment to view the property to give a crime prevention survey whilst they are in the
area. There is no indication that there are any criminal intentions but it is likely that a survey from a commercial company could result in costly recommendations.
Please remember that the police do not endorse any individual company. We would ask that you treat all unsolicited
calls as you would callers at the door and have nothing to do with them. If you or your neighbours feel you need crime
reduction advice then please contact your local beat staff or contact Lindsey at the NHW office (01823-363348) who
will be happy to pass a message on for you.
This is also a time of year when you can get callers at the door trying to buy or sell their goods or services. Whether it
is a caller at the door, on the phone, an unusual Email or letter - if it is unsolicited then please do not get involved with
them. Remember you don't get anything for nothing and if they are offering something `free' there is likely to be some
charge at the end of it.
If you get callers at the door who you think are suspicious, then always call the police immediately on 101.

Kingsdon Cricket Club - Quiz / Dance
There was a very good turn out for this fund raising event held in the Village Hall on 22nd June. The Quiz, with a
cheese and wine tasting test was won by ‘First Place’, living up to their name.
The Cheese for the tasting had been kindly donated by Norseland Ltd of Ilchester.
Nelson’s Disco supplied by our postman
Mike Francis, was greatly enjoyed as can
be seen in the picture.
By the end of the night over £700 had been
raised for the cricket club’s much depleted
funds.
The success of the evening was in part due
to all the help given by Algy Napier, Helen
& Guy Lancaster, Norma Black and Babs
Conway, Alice Carnall and Jack, my
brother James with his camera, Adam at
the Kingsdon Inn and not forgetting
Marilyn, who has had to put up with me
during all the preparations. (Wally)
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Elizabeth Berry returns to her cottage
It was a real pleasure on 2nd June, to meet Elizabeth and her granddaughter Sarah, in the arrivals hall at Heathrow on
her return from Canada, where she has been with her family recovering and building
up her strength following the fall she had here last year.
Elizabeth has had her cottage in Kingsdon since 1968. She had asked her late husband
Herbert to find her a cottage by the sea. Near to Charlton Mackrell was what he came
up with! And they got into the habit of spending part of the year at their Kingsdon
home, and the other part at their home in Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, Canada.
Elizabeth was born Elizabeth May McHenry in Plainview, Nebraska of Irish ancestry,
she had 2 sisters, Frances and Margaret. Her father was a miller, unfortunately the
mill burned down when Elizabeth was 14. It was insured but there wasn't enough
money to rebuild so her father sold subscriptions to the Sioux City Post.
Elizabeth learned to drive when she was 13 (her sisters taught her). She met Herbert in Nebraska, where they attended
the University of Nebraska together, they were engaged something like 8 days after they met followed by a simple
wedding in 1948. At university she got a BSc and an MSc and became a biochemist and microbiologist working in
medical research. She lived at the school's international house for part of her BA, meeting people from around the
world, Elizabeth loved university.
Elizabeth is an avid reader, who loves Trollope, Jane Austen, etc. She has developed a love of painting especially
watercolours and sketching, which upon retirement she has been able to do more of and, is a member of Kingsdon Art
Club
Elizabeth and has 4 children: Margaret, Thomas (Tom), Catherine, and Judith and 12 grandchildren, and 2 greatgrandchildren. Something of a family tradition developed, the grandchildren were invited over to visit them in England when each grandchild turned about 10 years old.

The 3 Ks
At the March meeting of the Kingsdon Knitting Klub, we had a visit from Zoe and Paul from the Bristol Royal Infirmary Paediatric Unit, to pick up all the tiny hats and blankets that had been knitted for the babies in the unit. Please
keep these coming in, more blankets are needed also hats, not so many in the really small size but the bigger sizes
would be very welcome.
If, like me, you were puzzled as to why the hospital; needed knitted breasts (and we would welcome more of these
please), Zoe has kindly explained this below:
“I’m aware that when I suggested the idea of knitting breasts to the Kingsdon Knitters, the idea was met with some
trepidation and hilarity. Why on earth would Zoë want knitted breasts, I could hear you cry! The answer is very simple.
The UK has some of the worst breastfeeding results in the world and although 86% of babies were breastfed at birth in
2010, by the time those babies were 6 weeks old, the number continuing to be exclusively breastfed had dropped to just
24% and by 6 months of age, those figures had dropped to 1%, despite the Department of Health recommending exclusive breastfeeding for babies until 6 months of age. The health benefits of breastfeeding are well documented, but the
reasons behind why women in the UK choose not to breastfeed are complex and multifactorial. The Baby Friendly Initiative is a worldwide programme run by the World Health Organisation and UNICEF which aims to raise the profile
of breastfeeding through education and the development of standards for maternity and community healthcare workers.
One of their standards is to ensure that all students are equipped with the knowledge and skills to support breastfeeding
mothers and this is where I come in. As a senior lecturer in Children’s Nursing at the University of the West of England (UWE) in Bristol, I teach the principles of breastfeeding to student nurses and to do this, we use props. In the
clinical skills laboratory we use anatomically correct breast models, but these are cumbersome and of no use to those
students who then have to be able to demonstrate what they’ve learnt to an expectant mother or a mother who is struggling to continue breastfeeding. This is where the knitted breasts come into their own. They can be small enough to fit
inside a uniform pocket or a bag, allowing the student to take a breast into their clinical placement or the woman’s own
home to use as a teaching aid, and they can also act as an ice breaker to relieve embarrassment. Most importantly, using a knitted breast allows the student to demonstrate breastfeeding or hand expression of breast milk without having to
touch the woman or themselves and this is especially important in a city as culturally diverse as Bristol as it can be
easy to cause offence without intending to. UWE Bristol has one of the largest nursing and midwifery departments in
the country, seeing in total over 70 student midwives, 60 student children’s nurses and 250 student health visitors enrol
on training programmes each year. Each of these students receives education in breastfeeding and every student midwife is issued with a knitted breast, which means we are constantly looking to replenish our stocks. I’m really grateful
for the hard work that went into the first batch and I hope that the group will be able to continue to ‘knit-a-tit’. Bizarre
as it sounds, they really do make a difference”.
We are still in need of the knitted hats, cardigans, blankets and teddies to go to the ‘Fish and Chip’ babies in Africa.
So please keep knitting.
If you would like the knitting patterns for any of the above, please contact me on 01935 840132 or email be at
linda@rumbles.uk.com.
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Somerset Community Oil Scheme - Save ££s on your heating oil this summer
Dear Community Supporter
I am contacting you with information regarding a venture from the Community Council for Somerset (CCS) designed
to help reduce fuel costs for people in Somerset - the Somerset Community Oil Scheme!
The Somerset Community Oil Scheme is a bulk-buying oil scheme launched in Somerset in September 2011 now
boasting over 580 members both domestic households and commercial users; schools, businesses and community
buildings.
How the membership works:
Annual membership is £20 for domestic users and £30 for community buildings, schools and churches
Annual membership for business users is based on your annual usage
Under 5,000 litres per year - £30
Between 5,000 and 10,000 litres per year - £60
Over 10,000 litre per year - £100
Since we began we have made 22 oil purchases on behalf of our members totalling 1,095,030 litres and saving our
members £47,163.79 in total!
On average our members have saved £44.00 against the average price for a 1000 litre order.
CCS is a charitable company which has been in existence since 1926 to support action in local communities; we continually look for opportunities to help and benefit local people and local communities.
Summer's here- order now and save ££s
The summer is here and oil users can maximise their savings by purchasing oil in the summer months when the price
of heating oil is at the lowest. In July 2012 we purchased at 50.48ppl – 9.1ppl cheaper than the member price for November! You can save even more by joining the scheme. Check out our website for more information:
www.somersetrcc.org.uk/oil Tel. 01823 331222

FOR SALE
A four wheel trolley ideal for moving those
heavy items around the garden.
Dimensions are, Length 960 mm. Width
510 mm Height 260 mm Able to carry 85
kg. All 4 sides drop down. Steering at
front. 4 pneumatic tyres.
Used only once - as new. Stored in shed
out of the weather. No further need of it. It
cost £80. I will accept any offer very close
to £45. Please contact John Barker
7 Cary Way, Kingsdon Tel 01935
840489

Sunday Evening
21st July
Adam will be cooking
all your favourite BBQ
dishes
Weather permitting
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VISION AID OVERSEAS
I will be heading off to Southern Zambia with a team of 4 Optometrists for 2 weeks in October.
Together with 4 VAO trained Zambian refractionists / ophthalmic nurses, we will be visiting rural villages
to examine eyes and provide glasses where needed.
This will enable us to provide them with further training and ‘hands on’ experience.
My usual coffee morning fund raiser will be on 13th July – please come and enjoy a drink and a chat with
friends and stock up with delicious home made preserves and cakes!
Thank you for your support.

Nina Carlisle
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Firewood For Sale
Kindling £3 Pallet Logs £5.00 per bag or £80
per load free delivery to Kingsdon otherwise £10
,

Tel Pauline on 07835036865 or Les on
07925327353
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Kingsdon Questionnaire results

DRAFT

Thank you to everyone who completed the questionnaire. We wanted to be able to give you some feedback quickly, so
the purpose of this article to give you the results in a straightforward manner.
Each household received an information paper (for residents to keep) and questionnaires to be returned. It was also sent
out on email and a number of responses came in via that route. On Saturday 8th June a display was set up in the village hall with committee members available for questions. About 48 questionnaires were returned before the news
about the village shop closure was received.
Responses have been added to the survey questions below
At date of survey there were 286 people on the Register of Electors.169 questionnaires were received, a very high 59%
response rate.
1. Thinking about the Rear Lawn area of the school
1.1 Do you accept that the rear lawn is likely to be developed for residential use in order for Somerset County
Council to obtain best value for tax-payers across Somerset? (Tick one box).
number
49

%
28%

Yes I accept that, but I do not like it

47

28%

I don’t have a strong opinion about this

10

6%

Not really, but we will have to put up with it

14

8.5%

No, I strongly disagree with any building in this area

46

27.5%

Skipped this question

3

2%

169

100%

Yes I accept the area is likely to be developed for residential use

TOTAL

1.2 In relation to the planning application detailed in the Information section (and previously rejected by
Kingsdon and SSDC). Tick the statement that is correct for you personally.
number

%

I am broadly happy with the proposal just as it stands

14

8.5%

I don’t have a strong opinion about it

33

20%

I think it needs some improvement to be acceptable

20 (11 made comments too)

11.5%

I think it needs major changes to be acceptable

34 (25 made comments too)

20%

I do not find the proposal acceptable at all

50 (34 made comments too)

29%

Skipped this question

18

11%

Total

169

100%

1.3 If you think the planning proposal needs improving / is not acceptable please give suggestions or reasons
here.
The 67 comments have been typed up and, together with above results, supplied to Somerset County Council for their
information. (No individual or address is identified with any comment):







29 comments about materials, style and what sort of building(s) are/are not acceptable.
26 explicit points that the proposed building was too large.
12 said that the green space should be preserved (no building wanted at all)
5 said that the school and its space should be kept together as one amenity
4 simply said they agreed with the parish council objections
3 people were concerned about vehicular access

Some people made more than one of the above points within their comments.
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2. Thinking about the school field
2.1 Here is a list of uses suggested for the field. Please tick ALL the ones that you find acceptable and put a
cross by any you find unacceptable. (If you don’t mind leave a blank)
Tick

%

X

%

blank

%

It is fine exactly as it is (if mown and tidy)

67

40

12

7

90

53

Community orchard

98

60

8

12

63

37

Wildlife meadow

83

49

9

5

77

46

Community garden

75

44

9

5

85

50

Build a much better village hall on this site (sell existing hall site
for houses to pay for it)

50

29.5

34

20

85

50

Allotments

84

50

15

9

70

41

Affordable housing

26

15

60

35.5

83

48.5

A few large houses

7

4

70

41

92

54

Village car park with tree screening

21

12

48

28

100

60

I have another suggestion. Answers here mostly gave additional comments to above; new suggestions were:
1. For Village Hall committee to have responsibility as they could then take bookings for e.g. childrens’ parties.
2. For the orchard/meadow/garden idea to be combined into the one space.

Sport (Many people mentioned more than one sport)

Number

General no particular sport mentioned (some suggested a focus on children).

33

Tennis

24

Football (including 5 a side, mini-soccer)

10

Croquet

9

Sport NOT wanted

5

Badminton, rounders, boules/bowls, trim track, athletics, netball and cricket. Swimming and installation of an all-weather pitch were the most ambitious suggestions.

Each with less
than 5 mentions

2.2 With regard to OWNERSHIP of the field. Tick the statement closest to your view
Number

%

60

36%

93

56%

I don’t think Kingsdon needs this field. SCC should be free to DISPOSE of it.

10

4.5%

Skipped this question

6

3.5%

169

100%

If possible I think the parish council should OWN the field. We should try to raise the funds
to make it ours forever.
I think we should aim for a long LEASE (after all it works OK for the parish field/ allotments).

TOTAL

2.3 With regard to the ANNUAL COST of the field maintenance/rent. For example if this cost £660 then it would
equal £4 approximately per house each year. Tick the statement closest to your view
I realise that a rise in precept might be needed
I want no precept increase and would expect economies to be made to keep the precept
the same
People who don’t use the field should not have to pay anything. Users should pay
Skipped this question
TOTAL

Number

%

130

78%

21

12.5%

12

6%

6

3.5%

169

100%
Page 15

3. Thinking about the school building and playground
3.1 How much does the proposal at B.3.2 of the information appeal to you generally (tick one)
No

%

Very appealing I really hope we can have something like this in Kingsdon

44

26.5%

Quite appealing, I think there are some good ideas here to build on

57

33%

I feel neutral towards the suggestions

24

14.5%

Not very appealing, A few good ideas, but overall not much I like personally

9

5.5%

19

11%

1

0.5%

Skipped this question

15

9%

Total

169

100

Does not appeal to me at all, I think these proposals are completely wide of the mark, in fact I
think this should be sold by SCC and converted to a private house
Does not appeal to me at all, I think these proposals are completely wide of the mark, in fact I
think something else entirely should be done with it. My idea is: The response related to the
shop closing and said we should now focus on replacing that, with a café as an addition.

3.2 If there was a café what use do you think you would you make of it? (example prices from a thriving community café)
The answers given helped to show us that the suggested prices for breakfast/ coffee / cake / lunch were thought to be
reasonable. There has not been time to do a full analysis of this section (and it is a lower priority at present now that
the situation has changed with regard to the shop) but these answers will give an indication of the sort of use residents
would make of a café. It is well understood that a café will need to attract custom from outside the village.
3.3 If you don’t think you would use the café at all please tell us why here. The following types of comments were
received.

17 people said they prefer to make their own food /drink at home or just don’t use cafes.

5 people said that working hours would prevent them from using it.

4 people thought that visitors would use it, but not themselves

3 people said they would rather go to the pub

1 person said that the village hall could be a suitable venue for a cafe
3.4 Please tick any of the other things mentioned at B 3.2 that you would be interested in.
Some people ticked more than one, others did not select any.
Activity

Tick

Activity

Tick

Monthly pensioners lunch (set price)

19

Weekly ‘kids meet’ club

19

Weekly breakfast club (aimed at adults)

13

Playing pool

16

New café based social club e.g. sewing circle / book
club

32

Booking the meeting room (note a
couple of business users here)

6

Educational classes

55

Watching sports on a big screen

23

Winter weekly residents social drop in

21

Mini cinema

50

Hot lunch delivered to my house

3

Netball / playground use

21

Booking for a private celebration

41

Mobile hairdresser

22

Use of the kiln

12

Village historical archive creation/
use
Parish Office e.g. view planning applications
Fast internet broadband (10mbps)

45
49
22
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3.5 And which of these alternative suggestions would you be interested in? (Tick all that apply)
Post Office counter – domestic mail

114

Post Office counter - business mail

24

Access to exercise equipment

44

Nursery or playgroup

16

Car parking for church services

53

Other (please specify) There were 9 new suggestions made:
 New site for village war memorial
 Zumba/dance classes (2 responses)
 Farm shop /deli (2 responses)
 Parcel point collection / drop off
 Toy area for children to play while mums watch
 Bridge club
 Car park for pub
 Could the village shop have a Bring and Buy area for surplus vegetables from the allotment?
3.6 Looking at the two previous lists do you think some of these activities should take place in the village hall?
If so, why do you think they don’t happen there at present?
56 people wrote comments relevant to this question, some people made more than one point.

16 people said the hall is unsuitable for small groups

13 people said that YES some of these activities could take place in the village hall

12 people suggested lack of demand

8 people said the heating was inadequate

5 people said it was generally booked up already

5 people said NO these activities could not take place there

4 people said the décor needed improving

2 people said the hall is not central enough
3.7 What is your opinion of the impact on the village hall? (tick one)
Number

%

I think there would be benefits to the village hall

26

15%

I think it would probably be alright

69

41%

I don’t know

26

15%

I am a bit worried that it would impact adversely on the village hall

26

15%

1

0.5%

21

13.5

169

100%

I am still very worried that it would impact adversely on the village hall. In particular I am worried
about…11 comments were made by people who ticked this or the box above
6 people were worried about the financial sustainability of two venues
2 people were concerned that a particular club might move
2 people pointed out need for careful management and holistic planning for the whole village
1 person said they would prefer a new village hall
Skipped question
TOTAL

4 Thinking about the village shop
4.1 How important is it to you that Kingsdon has a village shop?
Very
important

Quite
important

Neither important or
unimportant

Not very
important

Not at all
important

Skipped
question

TOTAL

Number

97

44

12

9

2

5

169

%

58%

26%

7%

5%

1%

3%

100%
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4.2 If the current premises in Top Street were no longer available for a village shop, what do you think would
be the best location for easy access by residents?
location

number

%

Other locations suggested

Old primary school

111

66

4 people said EITHER location

By village hall

24

14

3 people said new hall in field

Skipped question

34

20%

2 people suggested the pub

TOTAL

169

100%

4.3 If Kingsdon did not have a village shop how much would the following worry you?
The most important ‘I am worried figures’ are shown below. Counts were also made for ‘no opinion’ and ‘not worried’ and a proportion of people also skipped this question.
%

No
opinion /
skipped
question

%

88

52%

72

43%

39%

36

21%

68

40%

100

60%

28

17%

41

24%

How to get essentials when weather is very bad

75

44%

32

19%

62

37%

Loss of opportunity to meet other residents

53

32%

43

25%

73

43%

A detrimental effect on the value of my house (it is
suggested a village shop helps house prices)

52

30%

33

20%

85

50%

I am
worried
about this
How I would manage to do a grocery shop

%

Not
Worried

9

5%

Where I would get ‘top up’ shopping

65

Where I would get a few key things, like milk and
newspapers, sweets.

4.4 A number of community enterprises are now using cashless payment schemes.
What do you think about this idea?
50 people (30%) said yes they would be interested in a pre-payment scheme (Regular payment by direct debit on to a
card). Amounts suggested were mostly in the £5-£30 a month range. An analysis of the suggested this would provide
committed cash flow of over £500 a month to the shop. Those who were not interested would mainly just prefer to
use cash or other payment cards.
4.5 A number of community enterprises are run as mutual societies and raise some of their start-up money by a
community share issue. With shares at, say £10 each, people can buy as many as they like to become ‘members’.
Each member gets to vote at the annual meeting on key issues (whether they have bought 1 or 100 shares). The
money can be drawn out, but usually not for 5 years. This helps the enterprise to get off the ground. Would owning a
share of the Kingsdon enterprise appeal to you?

Number

48

Yes, but I
would be likely
to buy only one
share
16

%

28%

10%

Yes, I would be
likely to buy a
number of shares

I don’t
know

I would not be
interested in owning
shares

Skipped
question

TOTAL

39

56

10

169

23%

33%

6%

100%

4.6 Do you try to eat local food? (Sourced within 30 miles) This might include made items like jam and cakes
as well as e.g. cheese and cider and local fruit and vegetables and honey. Tick one box
I prefer to eat local food
when I can

I don’t mind where food
comes from

Skipped question

TOTAL

Number

141

15

13

169

%

83%

9%

8%

100%
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5. About Me
5.1 Which of the following applies to you (tick all that apply)
I currently work full-time

52

I am not working

4

I currently work part-time

33

I am fully retired

57

I do voluntary work (regular hours)

13

I am a student in full-time education

9

5.2 If you are working or volunteering which of the following applies?
I leave the village to do this

72

I stay within the village area (including
Lytes Cary, or other places I to walk to)

13

I sometimes (or always)
work from home

20

5.3 How do you feel about the INFORMAL social side of Kingsdon (tick all that apply)
It is easy to find opportunities to talk informally to other residents

97

When the weather is bad and no one is out and about, it is more difficult to find opportunities to talk informally to other residents

28

It is not that easy to find opportunities to talk informally to other residents

23

I think Kingsdon can be a bit of a lonely place for some people because... Comments here were:
There is no real meeting place /no community centre /only pub for chance meetings (5 similar comments)
I can go for days without seeing people from Kingsdon / my friends are elsewhere /nothing to do here
(3 similar comments)
5.4 How do you fee l about the organised social side of Kingsdon (tick all that apply)
I often go along to the bigger social events e.g. quizzes, Take Art

92

I attend at least one club regularly

43

There is not that much for people with my interests and I don’t attend any clubs regularly

32

I would like to see more of the following type of social activities (please specify)
4 requests for various exercise classes
2 requests for more evening socials for working people
2 requests for singing / choir
2 requests for early evening activities for families
3 requests for craft/activity based events with older people passing on skills like bread making flower arranging
Other requests were films, homework /educational, book club and more of interest to younger women.
5.5 How do you feel about volunteering for a Kingsdon community enterprise? (tick all that apply)
In total 84 people (50%) expressed an interest in volunteering. Some people ticked more than one box giving a total of 134
potential volunteer offers.

I would be happy to give an hour or two a
week to serve customers in a café or shop

43

I would be interested in being on the management committee (once its running)

4

I would be happy to help behind the scenes
e.g. stock checking or tidying up

35

I want to help make sure the enterprise is
planned properly through the start-up stages

7

I am happy to help with basic day to day
administration

6

I am able to help with practical things – lick
of paint, that sort of thing

28

I am able to help with book-keeping

4

I am not interested / not able to volunteer

85

I have a trade that might be useful and
would give a preferential rate
(please specify trade)

3 key
trades

I can help in other ways (please specify)
………………………………………………
………………………………………………
…………

4
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5.6 Please tell us your age.
I am age under 18 (please state age …………)

10

41-65

68

19-25

5

66-75

34

26-40

19

older

27

5.7 Thinking about this entire consultation, if something is not clear, or if you have a question to which you
would like an answer; please write it here.
22 comments were given in this section. Where individual answers are required these have/will be given. In addition some people asked questions elsewhere on the forms. If you have asked a question to which you have not yet
received a reply please consider talking to any member of the committee.
5 people asked here for more financial information. This was expected to be ready at the end of June, but following the news about the shop closing, calculations are being revised.
4 people took the trouble to say thank you
A number of general comments were made that did not require an answer
6. Please arrange for only ONE person in your house to answer these last two questions.

Note: there may be some double counting in the below as sometimes more than one person in a household completed this section. Numbers should be treated more as an indication than being strictly correct.
6.1 How many people are in your house most of the time (tick one box)
None, we mostly live elsewhere

One

Two

Three

Four or more

0

19

52

12

17

6.2 How do you get your groceries? (Tick all that apply)
A number of people were at pains to point out that their use of the village shop was occasional or just for certain
items.
Drive to Somerton

57

Use the village shop

50

Drive to a major supermarket

78

Use the bus to get to the shops

12

Shop online and have them delivered

25

A relative / friend / helper shops for me/us
and brings groceries to the house

4

Questionnaires will be stored and then shredded when no longer required. Information added to computers does not
contain names or addresses.
These results have been approved by the Kingsdon Community Centre Committee.

Kingsdon Boule and Croquet Club
Nina Carlisle and friends have got together to form a Boule and Croquet Club with the hope of playing on the old
Primary School playing field if Kingsdon should be successful in its bid to retain the field for village activities.
In the interim, games are being played in Nina’s garden on Wednesday afternoons between 2 and 4pm (weather permitting). Everyone interested is welcome to join us – tea and cake served as a reward for having a go!
No previous experience is necessary – we are all learning the intricacies of the game as we go along and the aim is to
have fun. Please contact Nina on 01935840933 or email ninacarlisle@talktlak.net for further information and a
copy of the official ‘Garden Croquet Rules’ (also available at http://www.croquet.org.uk/garden/gardenrules.html )

Kingsdon Seniors Club
Brian Paine welcomed 16 members to the June meeting and introduced the guest speaker Nick Greenhalgh from
Age UK, Somerset. Nick spoke on the various ways the organisation is able to help the older members of our community, from Information and Advice, Advocacy and lots of other issue such as claiming benefits.
The next meeting will be the Tea Party to be hosted by Ann Baldwin, members to bring a plate of goodies!
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Ahhhhh The Wisdom of the Ages........
A female CNN journalist heard about a very old Jewish man
who had been going to the Western Wall to pray, twice a day,
every day, for a long, long time.
So she went to check it out. She went to the Western Wall and
there he was, walking slowly up to the holy site. She watched
him pray and after about 45 minutes, when he turned to leave,
using a cane and moving very slowly, she approached him for an
interview.
"Pardon me, sir, I'm Rebecca Smith from CNN. What's your
name? "Morris Feinberg," he replied.
"Sir, how long have you been coming to the Western Wall and
praying?" "For about 60 years."
"60 years! That's amazing! What do you pray for?" "I pray for
peace between the Christians, Jews and the Muslims." "I pray
for all the wars and all the hatred to stop." "I pray for all our
children to grow up safely as responsible adults and to love their
fellow man." "I pray that politicians tell us the truth and put the
interests of the people ahead of their own interests.."
"How do you feel after doing this for 60 years?"
"Like I'm talking to a ******** Brick wall."

Thumb Sucker
A boy had reached four without giving up the habit of sucking
his thumb, though his mother had tried everything from bribery
to reasoning to painting it with lemon juice to discourage the
habit. Finally she tried threats, warning her son that, "If you
don't stop sucking your thumb, your stomach is going to blow
up like a balloon." Later that day, walking in the park, mother
and son saw a pregnant woman sitting on a bench. The fouryear-old considered her gravely for a minute, then spoke to her
saying, "Uh-oh ... I know what you've been doing."
Aged wisdom
An Old man went to the doctor complaining of a terrible pain
in his right leg. “I am afraid it’s just old age”, replied the doctor, “there is nothing we can do about it.”
“That can’t be” fumed the old man, “you don’t know what you
are talking about.”
“How can you possibly know I am wrong?” countered the doctor.
“Well it’s quite obvious,” the old man replied, “my other leg is
fine, and it’s the exact same age!”

JUST A MUM?
A woman, renewing her driver's license at the County Clerk's office, was asked by the woman recorder to state her occupation.
She hesitated, uncertain how to classify herself. 'What I mean is, ' explained the recorder, 'do you have a job or are you just a ....?'
'Of course I have a job,' snapped the woman. 'I'm a Mum' 'We don't list 'Mum' as an occupation, 'housewife' covers it,' Said the
recorder emphatically.
I forgot all about her story until one day I found myself in the same situation, this time at our own Town Hall. The Clerk was
obviously a career woman, poised, efficient, and possessed of a high sounding title like, 'Official Interrogator' or 'Town Registrar.'
'What is your occupation?' she probed. What made me say it? I do not know. The words simply popped out.
'I'm a Research Associate in the field of Child Development and Human Relations.'
The clerk paused, ball-point pen frozen in mid-air and looked up as though she had not heard right. I repeated the title slowly
emphasizing the most significant words. Then I stared with wonder as my pronouncement was written, in bold, black ink on the
official questionnaire. 'Might I ask,' said the clerk with new interest, 'just what you do in your field?' Coolly, without any trace of
fluster in my voice, I heard myself reply, 'I have a continuing program of research, (what mother doesn't) in the laboratory and in
the field, (normally I would have said indoors and out). I'm working for my Masters, (first the Lord and then the whole family)
and already have four credits (all daughters). Of course, the job is one of the most demanding in the humanities, (any mother
care to disagree?) and I often work 14 hours a day, (24 is more like it). But the job is more challenging than most run-of-the-mill
careers and the rewards are more of a satisfaction rather than just money.'
There was an increasing note of respect in the clerk's voice as she completed the form, stood up, and personally ushered me to
the door.
As I drove into our driveway, buoyed up by my glamorous new career, I was greeted by my lab assistants -- ages 13, 7, and 3.
Upstairs I could hear our new experimental model, (a 6 month old baby) in the child development program, testing out a new
vocal pattern. I felt I had scored a beat on bureaucracy! And I had gone on the official records as someone more distinguished
and indispensable to mankind than 'just another Mum.'
Motherhood! What a glorious career! Especially when there's a title on the door. Does this make grandmothers, 'Senior Research associates in the field of Child Development and Human Relations' and great grandmothers, 'Executive Senior Research
Associates?' I think so!!! I also think it makes Aunts 'Associate Research Assistants.'
In ancient Greece (469 - 399 BC), Socrates was widely lauded for his wisdom. One day an acquaintance ran up to him excitedly
and said, "Socrates, do you know what I just heard about Diogenes?" "Wait a moment," Socrates replied,
"Before you tell me I'd like you to pass a little test. It's called the Triple Filter Test." 'Triple filter?" asked the acquaintance.
"That's right," Socrates continued, "Before you talk to me about Diogenes let's take a moment to filter what you're going to say.
The first filter is Truth. Have you made absolutely sure that what you are about to tell me is true?"
"No," the man said, "Actually I just heard about it." "All right," said Socrates, "So you don't really know if it's true or not. Now
let's try the second filter, the filter of Goodness. Is what you are about to tell me about Diogenes something good?"
"No, on the contrary..." "So," Socrates continued, "You want to tell me something about Diogenes that may be bad, even though
you're not certain it's true?" The man shrugged, a little embarrassed. Socrates continued, "You may still pass the test though, because there is a third filter, the filter of Usefulness. Is what you want to tell me about Diogenes going to be useful to me?" "No,
not really." "Well," concluded Socrates, "If what you want to tell me is neither true nor good nor even useful, why tell it to me or
anyone at all?" The man was bewildered and ashamed. This is an example of why Socrates was a great philosopher and held in
such high esteem. It also explains why Socrates never found out that Diogenes was having an affair with his wife.
A bus station is where a bus stops.
A train station is where a train stops.

Farmer picks up an American Indian hitch hiking. The Indian is a man of few
words but eventually looks at the brown paper bag in between them and asks,
"Mmm, What in bag?" The farmer says, "It's a bottle of wine that I got for my
Now you know why they call it a workstation! wife". Indian thinks for a second and say, "Mmm, good trade".
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KINGSDON VILLAGE HALL
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting held on Friday 17th May 2013
@ The Village Hall, Kingsdon at 7.45pm.
Present: Mrs M Elliott – Chairman, Mr D Thomson – Secretary, Mr Ian Dibben – Treasurer, Mr T Owen – Seniors
Club, Miss M St Clair – Ladies Club, Mr A Toms & Mr W Elliott,
1: Apologies. All present.
2: Minutes of the Last meetings. Minutes of the last Management Committee Meeting held Tuesday 8th January 2013
were approved and signed. All draft minutes had been published in The Kingsdon Chronicle as previously agreed.
3: Matters Arising
3.1 SSDC Licence (Hours) January Minutes Correction: The Hall is licenced to remain open until 11pm but music
may be enjoyed until 2am. (not 2pm as stated)
3.2 Village Web Site. Still an on going project under the direction of the PC. The Village Hall content is prepared and
ready for publication
3.3 Notice Board Following a request from the PC, the Village Hall had declined the siting of a large notice board on
the external structure of the village hall for a number of reasons including location and appearance. The Committee’s
suggestion to use the existing notice board site, as a more central village location, has been accepted
No Action listed
3.4 Store Room A new roller blind had been purchased and fitted, but the internal window frame needed attention.
3.5 Electricity The Treasurer will produce a charges/costs analysis, and model, to determine a new pricing structure
and recommended that the position is reviewed annually in the future. One months notice to be given of the intended
price variation/increase to all hirers. Final decision to be made by September and implemented immediately.
3.6 Electrical Sockets A number of additional sockets including an external socket have been installed.
3.7 Electrical Meters The Chairman repeated the difficulties experienced in accessing the current electrical meters and
the health and safety issues arising. It was agreed to arrange for the meters to be lowered for easier (reading) access.
This would be completed together with the fixed wiring improvements asap.
Action: Mrs M Elliott/Mr I Dibben
3.8 External Painting (Windows) Now completed. Damage to the internal window frame in the storeroom had been
noticed.
3. 9 Bookings The Chairman reported on the weekly bookings activities, there are regular bookings but they do not
cover every weekday, there is still availability at the end of the week. A possible new booking was in discussion. It was
hoped that the proposed but delayed village web site would be beneficial in selling the hall facilities to a wider community. Favourable feedback had been received on the facilities, especially the kitchen area.
4: Finance The Treasurer issued the draft accounts (attached) as discussed at the AGM. They remained subject to independent audit. Treasurer to advise.
Increases in electricity charges and Hire Fees were needed to arrest the declining funds situation. Income during the
year had been £4286 against expenditure of £6387. New bookings were also required and again it was hoped that the
proposed village web site could assist here.
5: Take Art The events remain popular and are of great help to the Hall’s finances. It was hoped that two events might
take place. Dramatic and Music during November 2013 and February 2014. Special thanks were recorded for Brian
Paine and Richard South.
6: PC Community Centre Proposal A discussion followed on the PC’s second village community facility proposal. It
was reported that a decision is very close, possibly within three months
7: Long and Medium Term Projects
7.1 Village Hall Building It was generally agreed that the existing structure now held a limited life span, even with
good regular maintenance. As a committee we will need to be aware of this and to keep all interested parties informed.
It was agreed to investigate the cost of a structural engineers report. (Action: ID)
7.2 Windows External painting has been completed.(see matters arising)
7.3 Electrical Inspections The electrician would be contacted to undertake the annual inspections now due and undertake the necessary fixed wiring and meter work as already agreed to. (See above). (Action: ME/ID)
Action: Treasurer.
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8 Any Other Business
8.1 Village Calendar 2014: Brian Payne had suggested the idea and the committee had agreed to sponsorship for
2014 publication. Around 100 images have been received and a print of 200 is planned.
8.2 Calendar of Village Hall Administration. As a number of the administrative requirements repeated annually, the
Secretary had prepared and issued a detailed listing with full contact details for reference.
8.3 War Memorial The only Village War Memorial is in the Village Hall itself. The reason for this was not immediately known. With many national events planned for 2014, an appropriate response for Kingsdon was sought by the
Committee (as guardians for whatever reason of the War Memorial)
The Chairman and Mr Elliott agreed to review the situation and propose an appropriate response at the next meeting.
Any villager with relevant background/historical information is requested to contact the Chairman ASAP.
9 Date of Next Meeting
The next Management Committee meeting was confirmed for Wednesday 8th January 2014, at the Kingsdon Inn @
7pm.
The 2014 AGM was set for Friday 16th May @ 7pm in the Village Hall. This would be advertised within the new
website (if available) and the Kingsdon Chronicle as usual.
A Management Committee Meeting would be held immediately afterwards.
There being no further business , the Chairman thanked all present for their attendance and contributions, and closed
the meeting at 9pm.

SSDC - Planning Application Received
Application: 13/02139/FUL
Location: The Old Coach House, Top Street, Kingsdon, Somerton, Somerset, TA11 7JU,
Proposal: The conversion of ancillary building to provide an extension (GR 351520/126215)
Decision: Pending consideration
Kingsdon Parish Council observations :All materials match the existing one. It doesn’t increase the footprint.
The window is being preserved and much work has been done to build it in keeping with its surroundings.
The Application was approved unanimously.

Kingsdon Parish Councillors and their Specific Topics
Tony Masters: (Chairman) Jacaranda, Lotment Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LG Tel 01935 840801
Email: armasters@btinternet.com
Angela Saunders: (Vice-Chairman, Finance ) Chatsworth, Top Street, Kingsdon, TA11 7JU Tel 01935 840130
Email: angiesaunders@btinternet.com
Mel Clode: (Dog fouling and related items, Litter, Graffiti, Fly tipping, Fly posting, Damaged bins & Abandoned
vehicles and related items) 3 Underwood Rd, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ Tel 01935 840293 Email: melclode273@btinternet.com
Antony Colton: (Highways, Defibrillator) 30 Underwood Road, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ Tel 07894954449 Email:
antmaria50@gmail.com
Dave Morris: (Footpaths & Trees) Stithians Cottage, North Town, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ.
Elaine Owen: (Community Centre) Innes House, Lower Road, Kingsdon, TA11 7LL Tel 01 935 841120
Email: elaine.kingsdonpc@uwclub.net
John Calvert (District Councillor Northstone Ward) Peacock Cottage, High St. Queen Camel. BA22 7NQ
Tel 01935 850458 Email: john.calvert@southsomerset.gov.uk
Dean Ruddle (County Councillor Somerton Division) Freshfields, Cartway Lane, Somerton TA11 6JH
Tel: 07976 556054 Email: deanruddle@me .com
David Heath MP Constituency Office - 14 Catherine Hill, Frome, Somerset, BA11 1BZ Tel: 01373 473618
Fax: 01373 455152 Claire Hudson: head of office - email: hudsoncl@parliament.uk
Kate Hatt (Kingsdon Parish Council Clerk). Bluebell House, Mow Barton Road, Kingsdon.. TA11 7DX
Tel 01935 841275 Email kingsdonclerk@btinternet.com
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All Saints Church
Priest in Charge
Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029 (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other occasional services)
Assistant Priest
Revd Wendy Griffith Tel 01458 224087
Church Warden
Bel Allan Tel 01935 840878
Parochial Church Council
Secretary Nicholas J. Allan Tel 01935 840878
Treasurer Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692
Tower Captain
Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344

Church Rotas for July

Church Services for July
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

7th
14th
21st
28th

11am
11am
11am
9.30am

Family Service (being run by the children)
Holy Communion
Holy Communion 6pm Evensong
Holy Communion

Brass:
Joyce Limon & Jill Waters
Flowers:
Freda Curtis & Jackie Ellis

Kingsdon Village Hall
For all information (except bookings) contact: - David Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. Kingsdon TA11 7LL
Tel:01935 841453
For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk

Bookings for July 2013
Short Mat Bowls
Table Tennis Club
Yeovil District Canine Soc.
Art Club
Ladies Club
Private Function
Parish Council Meeting
Practical Study Group:

Mondays 7.30pm - 9pm, Tuesdays 10am - 12noon
Tuesdays at 7.30pm (not 9th)
Wednesdays at 8pm
Thursdays 10am - 12 (Term time)
Tuesday 9th at 7.30pm
Saturday 6th
Thursday 11th
Wednesday 17th

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club
The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings (apart from the 2nd Tuesday in the month except August)
between 7.30pm and 9.30pm. If you are interested then please contact Shirley or Martin Singleton on 841162 or just come along.

Kingsdon Cricket Club
Chairman / Secretary: Marilyn Elliott 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somerton, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Trustees: B. Carlisle, I. Birrell, J. Schofield
Fixtures for July
Captain: J. Schofield
Sunday 7th
Away to Crewkerne
Vice-Captain: O. Bell
Sunday 14th
Away to Ditcheat
Sunday 21st
Saturday 28th

Away to Langport
Home to Draycott

Kingsdon Seniors Club

Kingsdon Ladies Club

The Seniors Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of
the month at 3pm in the Village Hall. New members are always welcome. For info contact Club
Secretary: Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close,
Kingsdon. Tel 01935 841444
email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk

The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. New members and visitors are always welcome.
For information contact Club President Lynne Davies, Holly House, Frog
Lane, Kingsdon. TA11 7LL Tel 01935 840660 or
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11 7LB
Tel 01935 840344

The Kingsdon Chronicle
The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation. Cheques payable to
‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’ The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers. Name and address must be supplied but may be withheld from publication on request.. The Kingsdon Chronicle reserves the right to edit items for publication.
Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views of The Kingsdon Chronicle
production team.
Editor: Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444, Mobile 07990673935,
email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com
http:www.ukvillages.co.uk/UserNews/39269/The+Kingsdon+Chronicle
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