Issue No 61

th

31st August 2012

Dates for your diaries

8 September - Coffee Morning in aid of Vision Aid Overseas at The Estate Yard, Manor Road, Kingsdon.
13th September - Parish Council Planning Meeting for Kingsdon Manor School at 7pm in Village Hall
15th September - Bacon Butty lunch in the Village Hall 12 noon - 2pm
15th September - Kingsdon Cricket Club Dance in the Village Hall.
20th September - Kingsdon Parish Council Bi-monthly meting 7pm in Village Hall
7th October - Harvest Supper 7pm in the Village Hall
20th October - Quiz Night in aid of St Margaret’s Hospice 7pm in the Village Hall
8th November - Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting 7pm Village Hall
15th November - Elections for Police & Crime Commissioner Village Hall
17th November - Christmas Bazaar 10am in the Village Hall
8th December - Carols around the tree 7pm in the Village Hall
27th December - Christmas Quiz / Dance 7pm in the Village Hall

Olympic Memories
We all have our own memories of the London Olympics 2012 but in Kingsdon we
also have had our very own Olympic mascot to remember.
The ‘Stig’ has, over the period of the Olympics, been putting a smile on the faces
of a lot of people coming into the village, courtesy of John Yates at No1
Kingsdon, assisted by his wife, Joan.
Originally John’s entry in the Diamond Jubilee Scarecrow competition, it was continually
changed to represent the special moments celebrating medal winners and their sports.
Have we seen the last of the Kingsdon ‘Stig’?
Only one person knows the answer to that
question. A lot of people hope not.

And it really was a mobile classroom
It actually was like rubbing salt into the wound for
many Kingsdon residents to see the classroom being
taken away in six sections to its new home at West
Buckland on 14th August.
It was removed some fourteen years after it had first
arrived, by the same people who had delivered it. Back
then it had been lifted over the wall but now, with the
trees that had been planted all those years ago having
grown to a good height, after the classroom was installed, this was not possible. It was necessary for a
section of the railings to be removed between the gatepost and the phone box to allow access for the contractor’s vehicles and the crane. Even then the vehicles
only had inches to spare.
What next for the old school?

Sir Donald William Limon KCB
29th October 1932 - 26th July 2012

The Service of Thanksgiving for the life of
Donald was held at St Michael and All Angels’ Church, Somerton on Monday 13th August following a private family cremation at Yeovil. The very moving
service was lead by Revd. Alan Symonds assisted by Revd Bruce Faulkner. Eulogies were given by Robin Clifton
(Stepson), John Rose (Friend and Colleague) and Wendy Brettell (Neighbour and Friend).
‘Success’ Read by Revd Jim Hill
Who has lived well,
laughed often and loved much;
Who has gained the respect
of intelligent men and the love of children;
Who has filled his niche
and accomplished his task;
Who leaves the world better than he found it,
whether by an improved poppy or a perfect poem or a rescued soul;
Who never lacked appreciation of earth's beauty
or failed to express it;
Who looked for the best in others
and gave the best he had.
Robert Louis Stevenson
‘The English Game’ read by Revd Bruce Faulkner
Close your eyes - picture the scene
The pub, the church, the village green,
Flannelled figures round the wicket,
This is England, this is cricket.
Even non- cricketers confess
Its quintessential Englishness.
It is, for those in any doubt,
What two world wars were all about,
Peace on earth and God in HeavenTea time, 156 for 7
And egg sandwiches for Donald
By Arthur Salway (Amended by Bruce Faulkner)
Read by Revd Alan Symonds
He was - but words are wanting to say what:
Think what a good Husband, Father, and Friend should be,
And he was that and more.
He knew nothing of envy or of hate,
His soul was full of worth and honesty
And of one thing, quite out of date, called modesty.
The Duke of Buckingham (1628-87) For his father-in-law General Fairfax
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A Tribute to a Real Gentleman
The day after Donald passed away I decided to mow our cricket ground; a similar task Donald himself had done single
-handed for many years at his old club, Churt Cricket Club in Surrey.
As I went round on the mower in the warm summer sun, I thought to myself how lucky can anyone be to work in such
pleasant surroundings with such a marvellous view all around. A view I have been able to enjoy for nearly thirty two
years. It then struck me that the view, in those thirty two years, had changed. New trees had been planted, others had
grown into large specimens which we can shelter under from the rain and sun, but sadly some had gone. Gone but not
forgotten, the slight mounds indicating where the mighty oak, elm, beech etc had once stood, and a painting of that
scene hangs in many homes in Kingsdon.
Donald was like one of those mighty trees, he had been nurtured and educated at Durham Cathedral Chorister School,
Durham School (a Distinguished Old Dunelmian) and Lincoln College Oxford (MA); ...and he had flourished in his
chosen vocation at Westminster, until reaching the pinnacle of an outstanding career spanning forty-one years. And
now he, like those mighty trees, is gone, he may be gone in body but his legacy lives on.
Donald was an ardent fan of opera and classical music. He loved singing, having a marvellous voice, often singing solo, he also sang with the Wessex Singers.
His other love was cricket and in particular, youth cricket to which
he devoted a good part of his life. He was never happier than when
he was coaching young cricketers. One such youngster, who benefited from Donald’s coaching, was Graham Thorpe who went on to star
for England. Taking the youth teams away on tour was something
Donald loved to do, and it became a tradition that on their way home
there would be a stop for fish & chips. On retirement to Kingsdon,
Donald continued with youth coaching, this time at Long Sutton.
One such youngster who benefited from Donald’s wisdom there, was
my own grandson.
Donald once remarked that he wished his knighthood had been for
services to Youth Cricket.
Donald was also a Life President of The Two Counties Youth Cricket League, President of Kingsdon C.C. and a Life Member of Somerset C.C.C. this being a farewell gift from the members at Churt,
which he put to good use with many visits to the County Ground at
Taunton..
When I started writing and producing The Kingsdon Chronicle five
years ago, Donald became my proof reader and mentor. I am sure in
those early days there were times, when my inexperience and command of the written word left a lot to be desired, but Donald, in his
gentlemanly manner, refrained from marking my work with ‘rewrite’, instead he made polite annotations. His wisdom and
knowledge I called on quite frequently and I am sure his advice
saved me from publishing items that could have landed me in court.
I know a lot of people in Kingsdon will remember Donald for his
generosity, he readily gave of his time when called on by so many
people and organisations, his friendship knew no bounds, rich or
poor, labourer or executive, unschooled or scholarly, all were treated
equally.
Donald, you may be gone but you will never be forgotten . (Wally
Elliott)

A Message from Joyce
Joyce sends her love and thanks to everyone who sent
such kind messages, cards and letters of condolence following the death of Donald.
Joyce has been overwhelmed by all the support and kindness shown by so many people, both during Donald’s illness and subsequently, for which she is eternally grateful.

Jean Chiverton
It is with much regret that the death is announced of Jean
Chiverton of Court Cottage, Top Street, Kingsdon. Jean
was in Castle House, Keinton Mandeville, where she died
of Motor Neurones disease which was diagnosed in February.
Jean’s funeral is on September 3rd at Yeovil Crematorium
at 2. 40 p.m.
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Charity Fund Raising in Memory of Sir Donald Limon
Kindly Sponsored by The Kingsdon Inn
As I reported in the last Chronicle, once the Jubilee Celebrations were over I would resume fund raising for other
causes. My first target is to raise £1,000 for St. Margaret’s Hospice by the end of November. This to be in memory
of Donald. To this end I am starting with one of my £1 quizzes, sponsored by The Kingsdon Inn. Quiz sheets are
on sale at the Kingsdon Stores and Kingsdon Inn. Even if you find it difficult why not send it to a family member
for them to do it for you! There is also a raffle taking place with a first prize of a £100 Kingsdon Inn Voucher, second prize a dozen bottle case of wine and third prize a Chocoholics Hamper plus many other prizes.
On 20th October I will be holding a Quiz in the Village
Hall for St Margaret’s. This will include a hot supper
and our own bar. This Quiz will once again feature the
use of a projector to make it more interesting and hopefully entertaining. There will also be the draw for the
raffle and the auction. Raffle tickets are now available at
Kingsdon Stores. If you would like to donate a prize for
the raffle or an item for auction please leave at
Kingsdon Stores or 4 Manor Close. (Many thanks
Wally)
One such item to be auctioned is this framed ‘Dick Sturgeon’ print 26”x 22”. Sealed bids may be made in advance for this to Wally at 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon.
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“It’s been 30 years since someone told me they missed me”
Ivy, who is 92, had been on the waiting list to join a
Contact the Elderly group for a year. Finally, a place
was available and she attended her first two tea parties. Although she felt a bit shy, she enjoyed dressing up
in her ‘good clothes’ and listening to all the chat and
laughter. She missed the third month as she was not
feeling well. When she arrived at the next party, another group member called over to her," Where were you
last month Ivy, we missed you.” Ivy burst into tears.
Everyone was trying to comfort her, and find out what
was wrong. When she was settled in a chair with a cup of strong tea, she said, “I’m so
sorry to cry like that, but it’s been 30 years since anyone told me they missed me.”
Contact the Elderly is the only national charity solely dedicated to tackling loneliness
and social isolation among older people, what we do is simple yet effective and we’ve
been doing it across the country since the 1960’s.
One Sunday afternoon a month, throughout the country, Contact the Elderly groups
meet for tea and companionship. Each older member is assigned a volunteer driver
and together they become part of a small group invited to a volunteer hosts’ home for tea with the other members of the
group. They visit a different host each month, but the group remains the same and relationships grow. A warm welcome, a family home, meeting old friends and new, provides older members with companionship and a vital link with
the community from which they have become isolated.
We’ve got a lovely new group in Taunton and now…

We are getting a group going covering Somerton, Langport and surrounds – Can you help?
Driver - Be a regular or reserve driver, picking up one or two older guests once a month and going together to the Sunday afternoon tea party.
We have several new hosts in the area already, and the above 2 positions are more urgent…
Host - All you need is a big teapot, a downstairs loo and easy access. Hosts offer to hold a tea party in your home, just
twice a year on a Sunday after noon.
I was so touched and impressed by the work of Contact the Elderly that I didn’t hesitate to volunteer to host the occasional Tea. I believe in the importance of the young and old sharing time together, learning from one another and having their lives enriched by contact with a generation so
many years apart. We have hosted two Teas now and the
whole experience gives us great pleasure as a family. My
children are aged 11, 9 and 8, and we work together as a
team, planning and preparing the food we are going to offer…… and borrowing chairs from neighbours! As a regular commitment, once or twice a year is hardly burdensome
and the joy and fun we experience in opening our home to
these lovely ladies and gentlemen far outweighs any last
minute panics about not having a big enough teapot!
Or are you 75+ and interested in being invited to tea?
If you, or someone you know, perhaps feels at a bit of a
loose end on a Sunday afternoon and has difficulty getting
out & about alone, maybe you would like to become part of
the small friendly group as a guest - please also get in
touch.
For 2 hours we forget our problems and enjoy each others company. In the time we are together, we forget that we
have to go back to an empty house. Being on your own all day, every day, your mind is thinking what may happen to
you. You begin to think of different things and become afraid of being alone. So
the 2 hours we are together, all is forgotten and everyone is happy.”
Norman, 80yrs, Oldland & Warmley Group – launched in October 2011
For more information get in touch with Helen Ker Phone 0117 960 9606, email
helen.ker@contact-the-elderly.org.uk
or write to Helen Ker at ‘Contact the Elderly PO Box 281 Bristol. BS15 0BT’
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Kingsdon Cricket Club
Dance News

The new pavilion is taking shape

Please note the change of band and venue for
the dance on 15th September. The change is
due to the Scallywag band becoming unavailable. Replacing them is a local well know
country dance band, the ‘Haymakers’ who
have a very high reputation in the South West.
The dance will now be in the village hall,
which has become available. We will not now
have to worry about the weather., electricity
and loos. We will still be having the hog roast
which is included in your ticket price.

Mobile Library Service
A mobile library service will be operating again
in our area. Route plans will also be available at
every Somerset Library as well as from the mobile libraries themselves. Mobile library visits
will be monthly. If you have a Somerset library
card you can start to use the mobile straightaway. Otherwise a library card can be issued to
you at the time of your visit – simply bring
along some form of identification, such as a
driving licence or utility bill that displays your
current name and address. As at all Somerset
libraries, customers can borrow up to 20 items
at any one time. The four mobile libraries reentering service are based at Bridgwater, Taunton, Williton and Wells. This is in addition to
the two mobiles that are already providing a
service – the routes for these two vehicles will
continue unchanged. All enquiries about the
mobile library service can be answered by contacting a library advisor on 0845 3459177. Our
newly-appointed mobile library drivers/
assistants will be very pleased to see you and
we all hope that the reinstated service will be
well supported. The mobile library based in
Wells will visit Kingsdon on Thursdays on a
monthly basis as follows: ‘Pendle’ Middle
Street: 10.25 -10.35 School Lane: 10.40- 10.50’
The next few visits will be on: Thursday 13th
September, Thursday 11th October, Thursday 8th November and Thursday 6th December, all at the times above. Full details
of the mobile library service are now available
at www.somerset.gov.uk/mobilelibrary.

Letters to the Chronicle - WHERE HAVE ALL THE STREET SIGNS GONE

What a shame that street signs have been erected around the village at great expense, and are now so overgrown you would not
know some existed.
These signs are very important for Police, Fire and Ambulance. Although some Councillors believe modern technology (Sat-Nav's)
can be used instead using post codes, in fact, post codes, such as TA11 7LP, will take you to a field between Lodge cross-roads and
Parsons Piece, and TA11 7LG, covers houses situated in Copper Beach Rd, Chapel Hill, and Manor Rd.
Previous Councillors used to cut growth back themselves or at least get it done. I recall Mr Whitehead, when a Councillor, often
trimming around the playing field.
The street signs are unfortunately not alone, road exits are an accident waiting to happen. Kingsdon Hill is fine if turning left, but
turning right means being half-way across before seeing passed the hedge. Lodge crossroad is similar – perfect if turning left, but
‘miss the cars’ if crossing or turning right.
Our village precept has been among the highest of surrounding villages for several years, and yet the village upkeep is still poor.
Anonymous (Name and Address supplied)
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Children’s Activity Day

The ‘Theme’ for the latest activity day was Noah and the floods. 32 Children had a wonderful time re-enacting this
bible story in song, prayers, stories and activities. Shoe boxes were magically turned into Noah's Ark, together with
rainbow and feathery dove. Animals were cut-out, coloured and marched
into the Ark, together
with a very smart Mr
& Mrs Noah. Fishes,
birds & animals were
also moulded from
fondant icing, and
there was a chance to
make a caterpillar peg
-board. As the rain had
ceased and floods subsided
the children were able to
enjoy fun and games on the
field after lunch. A great
deal of work is involved in
organising, planning and
preparing for these activity
days, but everyone involved
gets a great pleasure seeing
the children working together, listening to the bible stories and enjoying themselves so much.
If you could help in anyway please let Norma (Tel:840727) or Freda (Tel: 840898)
know, new ideas and assistance is always welcome. The next activity day will be
held just before Christmas, date and venue to be announced later, watch for details in the Chronicle

GRANFER ON WHEELS
by Peter Crowter

A friendly old farmer in Kingsdon, spent all of his days in a cart,
T’ was pulled by his faithful old pony, and ne’er were the pair seen apart.
It wasn’t the tidiest outfit, and very well-used, not for show,
No frills did he want in his taxi, it went where he wanted to go.
The seat was a bench made of timber, the cushion a sack full of straw
Luxury was not it’s strong point, in fact you could say t’was it’s flaw.
The woodwork was, well I’m not certain, I think it was s’posed to be blue
No paintbrush had ever been near it, since years long ago when t’was new.
He wasn’t the most careful driver, he thought he owned most of the road.
He more or less went where he fancied, a little bit like Mr. Toad.
Now most people drive on the left side, I’m not sure he realised that,
If he saw a car come towards him, he’d smile and then just raise his hat.
‘Course cars were quite scarce in the village, to meet one was really quite rare,
He didn’t expect to confront one, that’s why he was ‘devil may care’.
But one day while doing a u-turn, to buy his Woodbines from the shop,
He bumped into lady squire’s motor, she got in a bit of a strop.
We used to love rides in the summer, when he took us down to the moor,
He spotted sly foxes and rabbits, all sorts of wild things on our tour.
And sometimes he’d say ‘Are you thirsty?’ and take out a flask from his bag,
And then if we were really lucky, he’s give us a puff of his fag.
To ride in the cart with old granfer, us kids thought it was a real treat,
It might have been not very comfy, but we thought few things could compete.
There was only room for a couple, so we had to just take our turn,
We might be away all the morning, but mums had no cause for concern.

Harvest
Supper
Sunday 7th October at
7pm in
Kingsdon Village Hall
Tickets will be £4 for
adults and £2.50 for children.
They will be available mid
-September from Ann
Leahy Tel: 840502 or
Jackie Ellis Tel: 840344.
Vegetarians catered for.

Please do come and
support this annual
event
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KINGDON VILLAGE HALL 2012 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Friday 25th May 2012 in the Village Hall , Kingsdon at 7.30pm.
Present: Mr M Singleton – Chairman ( Acting), Mr David Thomson - Secretary, Mr Ian Dibben- Treasurer Ms M St
Clair - Member
5 Kingsdon Village Residents
Apologies: Mr W Elliott, Mrs M Elliott, (Jubilee Events) Mr T Owen, Mr M Winsor.
1 Introduction by Acting Chairman Mr Martin Singleton welcomed those present and thanked them for their continued
support.
2 Minutes of AGM held on 27th May 2011
The Secretary read the minutes of the 2011 Annual General Meeting. It was agreed by all present that the minutes represented an accurate and true record of the meeting. A motion of acceptance was carried by those present.
3 Matters Arising
A discussion on the former Netball stand noted that no further comments had been received and that there were no current plans for a replacement within the Village Hall facility.
4 Secretary’s Review
The Management Committee had met twice during the year to ensure the smooth running of the Village Hall, on behalf
of Kingsdon Parish Council.
The hall continues to be used regularly by the following organisations:
Charlton Short Mat Balls Club, Kingsdon Table Tennis Group, Kingsdon Ladies’ Group, Kingsdon Seniors’ Group, The
Art Club, Yeovil District Canine Society, The Practical Studies Group, All Saints Church, The National Trust and
Kingsdon Parish Council. From September ( 2011) Tai Chi, Scottish Country Dancing and The Village School had
ceased Bookings. Despite this, the Hall had been used regularly on a total of 336 occasions.
During the year the exterior walls had been repainted by volunteers but the windows still require attention. New Fire
Doors had been fitted and had proved to be excellent. A new double glazed window had also been fitted in the kitchen.
The electrical anti-frost protection heating elements worked well during the winter months. The outside notice board had
been renewed.
Belinda Moger and her parents continue to clean the Hall.
The Village Hall is a registered charity ( Reg No: 304570 ), is zero rated for council tax , remains fully licensed for music by the PRS and is fully insured . Bristol Fire undertook an annual survey and inspection on 7th February 2012. Full
details of the Village Hall facilities and capabilities have been submitted for inclusion within the proposed village web
site. Further details available upon request from the Secretary.
5 Treasurer Report
The Treasurer presented the annual accounts as certified by the Independent Examiner Mr A Carnall, At the end of the
year a positive balance of £7,557 ( £8,931) remained to be carried forward.
Bank Account current = £1,540 (£1,288)
Savings Account = £6,017 (£7,714)
Total £ 7,557 (£8,931)
Although slightly down on last year it was too early to establish a trend, this will be investigated once a full/detailed
year on year analysis is available. Ian Dibben has been confirmed as a signatory for the bank account.
6 Acting Chairman’s Assessment
Martin Singleton reported as follows:
At the last AGM 20-05-11 we said goodbye and thanks to Members Ann Leahy, Jean Toole and Sir Donald Limon. Two
new members were duly elected: David Thomson as Hon Secretary and Ian Dibben as Assistant Treasurer, with a view to
succeeding Mike Winsor as Treasurer April 2012. ( completed)
As both Acting Chairman and Hon Secretary for a number of years, and 14 years service on the committee I have stated
that I will not be standing for further election this year.
It is with pleasure that it is confirmed that Richard South has agreed to organise the Take Art events in the future. We
wish him continued success.
Also retiring is Mike Winsor after 8 years service as Treasurer, and we are grateful for his contribution to the Hall and
village.
With a number of new residents within the village, it is felt that there are other residents who may now be willing to take
their turn on this committee. I will be available to help out if necessary.
Finally, I would like to record our thanks to Alan Carnall for examining the annual accounts.
7 Question Time
7.1 Use of The Village Hall
2010/11 383 bookings, 2011/12 336 bookings
School closed, Tai Chi moved away, Scottish dancing cancelled.
But Canine Society requested an extra booking weekly and some new bookings ( band practice and youth commando
training) . It was hoped that the new village web site might provide new interest/awareness/publicity in the facilities
available.
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7.1 cont.
A general discussion followed on the use of the Hall and the increasing/ disappointing lack of volunteers/enthusiasm
etc to help run/maintain the Hall. Concern was again expressed at the proposal by the Parish Council for a second
additional village community facility given the lack of support for the existing Village Hall.
8 Election of Officers
The following Officers were duly re-appointed unopposed:
David Thomson – Secretary
Ian Dibben – Treasurer, ( Previously Assistant Treasurer and Treasurer )
Alan Toms was duly co-opted as a General Member.
No nominations/ideas were forthcoming for the vacant position of Chairman for the third year running.
A vote of thanks was proposed and passed for Martin Singleton’s 14 years of outstanding service to the village hall.
Thanks were mentioned for the whole committee and their work over the past year in keeping the Hall running and
maintained.
There being no further business, the Acting Chairman thanked those present and closed the meeting at 8pm.

KINGSDON VILLAGE HALL
MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 26th June 2012 @ Park Farmhouse, Kingsdon at
7.30pm.
Present:
Mr D Thomson – Secretary, Mr Ian Dibben – Treasurer, Mrs M Elliot – Bookings’ Secretary, Mr T Owen – Seniors’ Club, Miss M St Clair – Ladies’ Club, Mr W Elliott, Mr A Toms
NB: This meeting replaced the May 25th 2012 scheduled meeting, cancelled due to the on-going Jubilee Celebration
preparations by members of this committee
1: Apologies. All committee members present
2: Election of Chairman
One nomination had been received. Further nominations were requested but none received. Following seconding by a
number of members, Mrs Marilyn Elliott was duly elected Chairman.
3: Minutes of the Last meeting
Minutes of the last meeting, held January 26th 2012 were approved and signed. Action: D Thomson
4: Matters Arising
4.1 Take Art
The committee recorded their pleasure at Mr Richard South’s offer to manage this relationship and organise future
events. Action: Mr R South/Chairman
4.2 Music Licence
Members were surprised to hear that this finishes quite early at 11pm. However all such Hall information details will
now be published within the new village web site KVH sub-section. Action: Chairman
4.3 Village Community Centre
The committee had received no formal information or update from the Parish Council on the proposed second community facility which would replace the village hall facility in many respects. Some members had information which
was passed on but nothing seemed very clear or certain. Other issues such as the separate playing field and planning
permission for the school side-garden site would seem to further complicate the issue
Action: Await any formal contact from PC
4.4 Insulation
Tim Owen reported back on his investigative discussions with local builders which had been rather pessimistic. Basically the response had been…”impossible to fully and properly insulate without rebuilding or re-cladding in stone”
5 Finance
5.1 Report
The Treasurer updated the committee on the current financial situation, which basically presented little change since
the AGM.
£1430 current account. £6000 savings account
At present finances remained flat, but the running rate was not known yet. However funds are available.
Action: Treasurer to establish realistic running rate requirements
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5.2 Minimum Wage – Employee costs
The committee reviewed the upcoming changed legal requirements – Reserved
6 Bookings
6.1 Take Art
As noted above, leaflets to be distributed when available.
Action: RS and whole committee
6.2 General
Mrs Elliott reported that bookings remained steady with one new local prospect for on-going training use.
Bookings remained adequate to year end. Obviously the school and Scottish dancing had been a very a sad loss.
Action: New web site to be used to promote enquiries - Chairman
7 Long Term Projects
7.1: KVH Building- Medium Term
A lengthy discussion on the actual ownership and status of the KVH ensued.. there was a view presented that the
KVH was also a War Memorial. It was noted that such memorials could be moved with appropriate sensitivity if
needed. It was felt that there could be options to move and/or rebuild the current KVH rather than repair the dated
structures.
It was agreed that until the second village facility issue had been resolved no further action ( money spent) should be
taken on the Village Hall improvements, as the Hall could well cease to be needed or afforded given the presence of
a second facility in such a small village.
Action Point: KVH MC to maintain awareness and await decision by PC on second village facility. In the meantime, only basic maintenance spend on KVH to maintain weatherproofing and health and safety requirements.
Action: Ian Dibben and Tim Owen to undertake an external survey and report back
7.1: (A) War Memorial
The comments above inspired a separate discussion on the actual war memorial and a desire to research the local
names there listed, particularly in anticipation of the 100 year anniversary. Such an idea could be discussed within a
future edition of the KC and it was suggested that a couple of villagers might also be approached for information..
Action: Ian Dibben to pursue historical trails/information.
7.2: Village Web-Site
Again little information seemed forthcoming and there was some concern at the delay. It was hoped that the site
might be a useful tool /medium for advertising the KVH facilities to a wider audience/customer base.
Action: Chairman to monitor and report back.
7.3 Customer/Village Feedback Survey
A possible survey to establish how the KVH performed and what was required for the future was discussed at some
length . It was agreed to be a good opportunity for establishing new ideas and/or customer satisfaction issues. For
example: What could be done better?, what could be changed?, what could be stopped?
Action: Agenda item for next meeting
8: Any Other Business
8.1 Store Room
Agreed that this store room could be left unlocked and more chairs stored away.
It was also agreed to obtain quotes for cleaning the chairs, some may need re-upholstering as well.
Action: Tim Owen to contact Mr G Osborne.
8.2 Projector/screen
A discussion developed on the current state of this equipment. It was agreed to investigate more modern options
which could be a customer attraction.
Action: Ian Dibben to investigate and report back
9: Mr Martin Singleton
Mr Singleton’s distinguished record as KVH Committee Member, Secretary and Acting Chairman were all widely
and generously praised. It was felt that the village and the KVH owed Martin a huge debt of gratitude for his hard
work and dedication over so many years…the current state of the hall both physically and operationally was testament to this.
9: Date of Next Meeting
Confirmed as Tuesday 8th January 2013 @ PFH
The Secretary requested members to give advance thought to a KVH sponsored 2013 Kingsdon Summer Ball which
would be an agenda item for the next meeting.
There being no further business , the Chairman thanked all present for their attendance and contributions, and closed
the meeting at 8.45pm.
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Kingsdon All Saints Church
present

‘It’s that Bacon Butty time again’
Saturday 15th September 12 noon - 2pm
Kingsdon Village Hall

Your lunch in a bun
with a cuppa
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VISION AID
OVERSEAS
I will be heading off to Northern Uganda with a team of 6
Optometrists for 2 1/2 weeks
in early October.
We will be visiting rural villages to examine eyes and
provide glasses where needed.
We will be working in partnership with Sightsavers International who will be able to
treat those found to have eye
conditions such as trachoma,
cataract and glaucoma.
We will also be delivering a
training programme to enable
rural health care workers to
screen school children for eye
problems.
My usual coffee morning
fund raiser will be on 8th September – please come and enjoy a drink and a chat with
friends and stock up with delicious home made preserves
and cakes!
And my annual Spectacular
Quiz will be on sale at the
Kingsdon Stores very soon.
Thank you for your support
Nina Carlisle

Visitors to The Kingsdon Inn

Enjoying a couple of nights comfort at the Inn over
the weekend 3rd/5th August was 33 year old singer/
songwriter / actor Will Young. Will is pictured
with the Kingsdon Inn’s management team of Adam
and Cinzia. In April 2011 Will ran the London Marathon for Catch22, a UK young people's charity,
which supports young people in tough situations.

The Inn was privileged to welcome Duncan Goodhew
MBE last month. Duncan was an Olympic swimmer for
Great Britain and won Olympic gold and bronze medals
at the 1980 Summer Olympics in Moscow. The former
Millfield Schoolboy now works part time at Millfield.
He is pictured with Pippa & Kelly Davey, Simon Rumbles and Phil Waters and his Olympic Torch.
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God and Children

A little old lady answered a knock on the door one day, to be confronted by a well-dressed young man carrying a vacuum cleaner.
3-year-old Reese:
'Good morning,' said the young man. 'If I could take a couple
"Our Father, Who does art in heaven, Harold is His name.
minutes of your time, I would like to demonstrate the very latest in
Amen."
high-powered vacuum cleaners...
‘‘Go away!' said the old lady. "I'm broke and haven't got any monA little boy was overheard praying: "Lord, if you can't make ey!" and she proceeded to close the door.
me a better boy, don't worry about it. I'm having a real good Quick as a flash, the young man wedged his foot in the door and
time like I am."
pushed it wide open... "Don't be too hasty!" he said. "Not until you
have at least seen my demonstration..."
After the christening of his baby brother in church, Jason
And with that, he emptied a bucket of horse manure onto her hallsobbed all the way home in the back seat of the car. His
way carpet. "Now, if this vacuum cleaner does not remove all tracfather asked him three times what was wrong. Finally, the
es of this horse manure from your carpet, Madam, I will personally
boy replied,
eat the remainder."
"That preacher said he wanted us brought up in a Christian The old lady stepped back and said, "Well let me get you a fork,
home, and I wanted to stay with you guys."
'cause they cut off my electricity this morning."
I had been teaching my three-year old daughter, Caitlin, the
Lord's Prayer for several evenings at bedtime. She would
repeat after me the lines from the prayer. Finally, she decided to go solo. I listened with pride as she carefully enunciated each word, right up to the end of the prayer:
"Lead us not into temptation," she prayed, "but deliver us
from E-mail."
One particular four-year-old prayed, "And forgive us our
trash baskets as we forgive those who put trash in our baskets."
A Sunday school teacher asked her children as they were on
the way to church service, "And why is it necessary to be
quiet in church?" One bright little girl replied, "Because
people are sleeping."
Six-year-old Angie and her four-year-old brother, Joel, were
sitting together in church. Joel giggled, sang, and talked out
loud.
Finally, his big sister had had enough. "You're not supposed
to talk out loud in church." "Why? Who's going to stop
me?" Joel asked.
Angie pointed to the back of the church and said, "See those
two men standing by the door? They're hushers."
A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, Kevin 5, and
Ryan 3. The boys began to argue over who would get the
first pancake.
Their mother saw the opportunity for a moral lesson.
"If Jesus were sitting here, He would say, 'Let my brother
have the first pancake, I can wait.' Kevin turned to his
younger brother and said, "Ryan, you be Jesus!"

An irate customer calls the newsagent, and loudly demands to
know where her Sunday paper was.
"Madam", said the newsagent, "today is Saturday. The Sunday paper is not delivered until tomorrow, on SUNDAY".
There was quite a long pause on the other end of the phone, followed by a ray of recognition as she was heard to mutter,..
..."Well, s**t, that explains why no one was at church either.
An old, blind cowboy wanders into an all-girl biker bar by mistake.
He finds his way to a bar stool and orders some coffee.
After sitting there for a while, he yells to the waiter, 'Hey, you wanna hear a blonde joke?' The bar immediately falls absolutely silent.
In a very deep, husky voice, the woman next to him says, 'Before
you tell that joke, Cowboy, I think it is only fair, given that you are
blind, that you should know five things:
The bartender is a blonde girl with a baseball bat. The bouncer is a
blonde girl. I'm a 6-foot tall, 175-pound blonde woman with a
black belt in karate. The woman sitting next to me is blonde and a
professional weight lifter. The lady to your right is blonde and a
professional wrestler.
"Now, think about it seriously, Mister. Do you still wanna tell that
joke?'
The blind cowboy thinks for a second, shakes his head, and mutters, "No...not if I'm gonna have to explain it five times.

A blonde gets a job as a teacher. She notices a boy in the field
standing alone, while all the other kids are running around having
fun. She takes pity on him and decides to speak to him.
'You ok?' she says. 'Yes.' he says.
'You can go and play with the other kids you know' she says.
A father was at the beach with his children when the four'It's best I stay here.' he says. 'Why?' says the blonde.
year-old son ran up to him, grabbed his hand, and led him to The boy says: "Because I'm the bl***y goal keeper"
the shore where a seagull lay dead in the sand. "Daddy, what
happened to him?" the son asked. "He died and went to
Old' Fred had been a faithful Christian and was in the hospital, near
Heaven," the Dad replied. The boy thought a moment and
death. The family called their preacher to stand with them. As the
then said, "Did God throw him back down?"
preacher stood next to the bed, Old' Fred's condition appeared to
deteriorate and he motioned frantically for something to write on.
A wife invited some people to dinner. At the table, she
The pastor lovingly handed him a pen and a piece of paper, and
turned to their six-year-old daughter and said, "Would you
like to say the blessing?" "I wouldn't know what to say," the Old' Fred used his last bit of energy to scribble a note, and then
suddenly died.
girl replied.
The preacher thought it best not to look at the note at that time, so
"Just say what you hear Mommy say," the wife answered.
The daughter bowed her head and said, "Lord, why on earth he placed it in his jacket pocket.
At the funeral, as he was finishing the message, he realized that he
did I invite all these people to dinner?"
was wearing the same jacket that he was wearing when Old' Fred
died. He said, "You know, Old' Fred handed me a note just before
he died. I haven't looked at it, but knowing Fred, I'm sure there's a
word of inspiration there for us all." He opened the note, and read,
"Please step to your left-- you're standing on my oxygen tube!"
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For Sale

4’6in Wide
Pine Bed
Frame
and Mattress
Lightly used
£50

1 x pull along
suitcase in r easonable condition
(original price £75) £15
1 x pull along suitcase (faulty pull along
handle but good suitcase- could be
useful?) £5
1 x child’s bike - £10
1 x ladies’ bike - £40
Both bikes need the tyres pumping up
properly but are otherwise in good used
condition
Please call in at No.50 if interested or
phone 01935 840692
You are welcome to come and look with
no obligation to buy

Dry Cleaning

Kingsdon Stores is pleased to announce
that a dry cleaning collection service is
once again available at the stores.
The Dry Cleaning Co. will collect every
Friday

DC Computer Repair
Alan Hayward

Oil & Gas Fired Boiler
Servicing Aga & Rayburn

Spyware / Virus removal. BroadJon Gaylard
band installation. Tuition & Advice
Heat & Electrical Services
No repair, No charge.
55 St. Cleers Orchard,
Free local collection available 6 days Somerton, Somerset TA11 6QY
a week
Tel: 01458 273752
Telephone: 01458 272924
Fax:
01458 273299
Mobile: 07887572418
Mobile: 07768 615401
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September

Recycling Dates for Kingsdon
Wheelie Bin Refuse Collection Days - Tuesday 11th & Tuesday 25th
Recycling and Food Waste

Collection Days - All Tuesdays

Celebrity warning over fly-tip crooks

Somerset Waste Partnership (SWP) has warned residents to check the credentials of traders taking waste after Coronation Street
actress Kym Marsh became a victim of a fly-tipping crook.
She was reported to have been given a caution and paid her local council’s costs for clearing up a fly-tip containing some of her old
scripts among rubble and furniture in dumped black bags. In a court hearing, the fly-tipping charge against Ms March, 36, who
plays Michelle Connor in the TV soap, was dropped by Salford City Council, whose lawyer said she had accepted the caution.
The Manchester Evening News reported a spokesman for the actress claiming that she paid a man in a yellow hi-vis jacket £60
after he knocked on her door and offered to remove the rubbish.
SWP Managing Director Steve Read said: “This is a high profile warning to anyone taking a chance by paying a man with a van to
remove rubbish or letting rogue traders dispose of waste.
“In every case when your waste is being removed by someone else, ask to see the original of their waste carrier licence and find
out exactly where the rubbish will go. If you have any doubt, it is better to be safe than very sorry, and out of pocket. “Otherwise,
you could end up in court, and the penalties for fly-tipping – apart from publicity dragging your name through the mud – can be
fines of thousands of pounds or, in the worst cases, even time in jail. ” He added: “Fly-tipping is a blot on Somerset’s lovely landscape and a potential threat to human health and that of wildlife and domesticated animals by polluting the environment.”
Anyone with information about fly-tipping – including details of traders offering to take waste but unable to show the correct paperwork – should contact their district council customer services. Each individual and business has a duty of care over their waste,
even after it has left their premises, and failure to take reasonable steps to do this risks prosecution. Householders can check if
traders they are registered with the Environment Agency on the agency’s website: www2.environment-agency.gov.uk/epr/
search.asp?id=EP8&&type=register. In Somerset, court cases have led to fines and costs of hundreds of pounds for offenders, yet
many alternatives are available to legally remove waste, from existing kerbside recycling and refuse services to the county’s 18
recycling sites, each of which is open 40 hours a week. Depending on the type of waste, other options include skips, hippo bags
and Free cycle or Freegle (hardcore and soil can be given away for building and garden projects), paid-for bulky waste collections,
charity shops and Somerset’s reuse network. More information can be found on SWP’s website: www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/sites/
alternatives/.

Recycling Plastic film

Did you know that some plastic films can now be recycled at supermarket’s carrier bag collection points? Look
out for the “recycle with carrier bags at large stores – not at kerbside” icon on your bread bag, breakfast cereal, toilet and kitchen roll wraps, grocery produce, multipack shrink wrap and newspaper and magazine wraps. We are
keen to find out about take-up of this scheme across Somerset, so do let us know how you get on recycling plastic
film at your local supermarket. Please email us at enquiries@somersetwaste.gov.uk.

How not to investigate Fly Tipping

A disabled Merriott man, whose Land Rover was stolen, was threatened with a prison sentence for fly tipping after the thieves
dumped his belongings from the vehicle at the roadside. The owner was devastated when his vehicle, which he relies on for mobility, was stolen at the beginning of August. Shortly afterwards a number of items belonging to him including paperwork with his
name and address were found dumped at the side of a country road.
The owner then received a letter from South Somerset District Council saying he could face a maximum fine of £50,000 or even
serve time in prison. His car was recovered by police at West Street car park in Crewkerne two weeks after going missing. He has
since been informed by South Somerset District Council that they are satisfied that he was not in any way involved and will therefore be taking no further action. His property that they had as evidence has also been returned. Which I think is very kind of them!
(Wally)

Police warn of PPI scam

Bogus Payment Protection Insurance (PPI) companies have been contacting people under the pretence of assisting with a PPI claim
they are entitled to. These criminals then get victims to pay fees up front for services that are never delivered. Scammers will usually ask for these ‘fees’ in the form of UKash vouchers or by transfer through Western Union.
DC Greg Brunt, from the financial investigation unit, said: “It is important to remember that a genuine company will generally
never ask for any money or payment to be made before you have received your compensation from your lender either by cheque or
by payment into your bank account. They will also never ask anyone to make payment by any form of voucher system or wire
transfer including UKASH and Western Union. If you are a PPI customer and you receive a telephone call asking you to make a
payment or buy vouchers, hang up and call the company back via the official phone number.” To report an incident call 101.
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Electrician

Winslow Bassham

17th Edition Inspecting & Testing,
Part P Qualified
Domestic - Commercial - Industrial.
Free Estimates & Advice
37 Kingsdon, Somerton, Somerset,
TA11 7LN
Tel: 01935 840190 mobile:
07786838940
Email: winslow.bassham@gmail.com

OSBORNES

of Kingsdon Ltd

Plumbing

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Our service includes...
Carpet and upholstery, Rugs, Mattresses,
Hard Floors, Domestic and commercial
Tel- mob. 07951 067872 01935 841137 freephone 0800 955 4388
www.somertoncarpetcleaners.co.uk
Delimara, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon,
Somerton, Somerset. TA11 7LL

Tel: 01458 273391 mobile
07711379351

H&C Building Solutions

Andy Hainsworth

Tel 01935 410137 mobile 07758078438
Email: hcbuildingsolutions@aol.co.uk

Plastering - JB Plastering
Jamie Brown
@ 5 Magna Close,
Yeovil. BA21 5RS
Tel: 07525185582

AK Tyre Services

Andrew White @ Bancombe Cour t,
Bancombe Rd. Trading Estate, Somerton. TA11 6SB Tel: 01458 2747800

Firewood For Sale

Kindling £3.00 per bag
Pallet Logs £5.00 per bag or £50 per
load + delivery
Tel Pauline on 07835036865 or Les on
07925327353

Compost
Buy local - Save your fuel - Free local delivery
40 litre Organic Multi-Purpose
£2.50 each or 3 for only £6
10 litre Multi-Purpose £1 each
40 litre Multi Purpose £3 each
30 litre Ericaceous £3 each
30 litre Rose, Tree & Shrub Compost £3 each

70 litre Ornamental Bark £5.99 each, 2 for £10
33 litre Full size Grow Bags £1.50 each, 4 for £5
40 litre Horse Manure Compost £2.50, 3 for £6
Why struggle with heavy bags,
let Paul take the strain.

Contact Paul Attwell Tel 07523739789
(leave a message|)
Orders also taken by Angela at Kingsdon Stores
Visit Paul’s new shop ‘Bargain Basement’ in West
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Kingsdon Parish Councillors and their Specific Topics
Tony Masters: Chair man - Jacaranda, Lotment Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LG Tel 01935 840801
Email: armasters@btinternet.com
Angela Saunders: Vice-Chairman - Chatsworth, Top Street, Kingsdon, TA11 7JU Tel 01935 840130
Email: angiesaunders@btinternet.com
Mel Clode: Dog fouling and r elated items, Litter , Gr affiti, Fly tipping, Fly posting, Damaged bins & Abandoned vehicles and related items - 3 Underwood Rd, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ Tel 01935 840293 Email: melclode273@btinternet.com
Antony Colton: Highways - 30 Underwood Road, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ Tel 07894954449 Email: antmaria50@gmail.com
Richard Hollaway: Village Hall & facilities, Village Field - Kingsdon Court, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LB
Tel 01935 840628 Email: richard.hollaway@tiscali.co.uk
Dave Morris: Footpaths & Tr ees - Stithians Cottage, North Town, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ.
Elaine Owen: Community Centr e- Innes House, Lower Road, Kingsdon, TA11 7LL Tel 01 935 841120
Email: owen.somerset@btinternet.com
John Calvert Distr ict Councillor (Nor thstone War d) Peacock Cottage, High St. Queen Camel. BA22 7NQ
Tel 01935 850458 Email: john.calvert@southsomerset.gov.uk
Jimmy Zouche (The Lor d Zouche) County Councillor (Somer ton Division) The Abbey, Char lton Adam,
Somerton,
Somerset. TA11 7BE Tel 01458 223363 Email: jimmyzouche@hotmail.com
David Heath MP Constituency Office - 14 Catherine Hill, Frome, Somerset, BA11 1BZ Tel: 01373 473618
Fax: 01373 455152 Claire Hudson: head of office - email: hudsoncl@parliament.uk
Sally Smith Cler k to Kingsdon Par ish Council, The Old Coach House, Top Str eet, Kingsdon..
TA11 7JU Tel 01935 842094 Mobile 07729 301207 Email sally@tradewindspr.co.uk

Notes of the Kingsdon Parish Council Planning Meeting
held at 7pm on Thursday23rd August 2012 in Kingsdon Village Hall
Present: Cllr ’s Tony Master (Chairman) Angela Saunders (acting clerk) Elaine Owen and Antony Colton
Apologies from: Cllr ’s R. Hollaway, D. Morris & M. Clode
Also present were W & M Elliott and S. Jones
The minutes of the previous planning meeting were read, agreed and signed. The following application has now
been given full approval:
Application No: 12/02491/CPO
Proposal: Retention of Fill Mater ial and Restor ation of Field OS.4226 (pt) (Par t r etr ospective)
Location: Sunnyside Far m, Kingsdon, Somer set TA11 7J U
Planning Application reference 08/01550/FUL concerning Glenda Spooner Farm, Brincil Hill, Kingsdon.
The decision notice granting planning permission has now been issued following the completion of a section 106
planning obligation (in a form acceptable to the Council’s solicitor and acceptance of the following conditions
1. Make alterations to Brincil Hill at the site entrance to make it virtually impossible for vehicles to turn left out of
or right into the site.
2. Provide a system of road signs directing traffic to Glenda Spooner Farm by the most appropriate routes.
3. Install traffic counters in appropriate locations to measure any increase in traffic and provide details to the Local
Planning Authority at regular intervals.
4. In the event of the traffic flow into the access increasing to the appropriate level, fully fund the installation of a
Ghost Island Right Turn Lane at the junction of Brincil Hill and the A372.
5. Widening works to Brincil Hill between the site access and the A372
6. To secure the non-fragmentation of the holding (to prevent the land being sold off into separate parcels and creating individual uses taking place)
Continued on page 18
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Notes from the Planning meeting continued:
Application No: 12/02755/LBC
Type of application: Listed Building Consent
Proposal: Installation of sanitar y fittings in existing fir st floor Bedr oom 6. For mation of ser vice boxing on
ground and first floors. Connect new soil and vent pipe to existing drainage. ( GR 351094/125832 )
Location details: Spr ingfield House Kingsdon Somer ton Somer set TA11 7LA
Application status: Pending Consider ation
Application No: 12/02818/COU
Type of application: Change of Use
Proposal: Change of use of agr icultur al land to per mit domestic equestr ian use.
Address: Spr ingfield House Brincil Hill Kingsdon Somerton Somerset TA11 7LA
Application status: Pending Consider ation
Mr Stephen Jones, the applicant and pending new owner of Springfield House, gave a briefing on the two applications,
explaining that an application for a stable block had also been made.
Both applications were unanimously approved by the council.
The following application was listed by SSDC on their planning application web site on 23rd August, too late to be
considered at this planning meeting.
Application No: 12/02950/FUL
Proposal: Change of use of land fr om agr icultur al to equestr ian and the constr uction of a stable building, comprising four loose boxes, tack room and haystore (GR:251094/125832)
Address: Spr ingfield House Kingsdon Somer ton TA11 7LA

There followed a discussion concerning the damage to the oak tree
outside the village hall which had
been damaged by a delivery lorry on
22nd August. The chairman informed the meeting that the tree was
the responsibility of the Parish
Council and our tree warden Cllr D.
Morris has requested the County
Council’s tree specialist to inspect
the tree on his return from holiday,
for an unbiased opinion as to what
is required for the future of the tree.
Arrangements were in hand for the
damage, where the bough had broken away, to be treated.

Photo of the logs from the bough
taken at 7.30am on 23rd. By 8am

they had mysteriously disappeared!
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Kingsdon Manor School Planning Applications
Application No: 12/03098/FUL Type of application: Full Application
Application No: 12/03099/LBC Type of application: Listed Building Consent
Proposal: The conver sion of existing school into 5 dwellings, the extension and alter ation of 4 existing dwellings,
the erection of 11 new dwellings and one replacement dwelling. The demolition of existing buildings, the provision of
associated access roads and alterations to existing accesses. (GR 351598/125942)
Address: Kingsdon Manor School, Kingsdon, Somer ton, TA11 7J Z
Status: Pending Consider ation

There will be a public meeting of Kingsdon Parish Council on Thursday 13th September
at 7pm in the Village Hall to discuss this planning application. It is planned to use a
projector to show the various plans.
The following pages are extracts, with plans amended for reproduction clarity, taken from the above planning application consisting of 54 documents, which can be seen in full on the SSDC planning site at:
http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/planning-search/full-details.aspx?id=1203098FUL

This major development will increase the number of residential properties in Kingsdon by 9.5%, 159 to 174
DESIGN STATEMENT Pr epar ed by Car lisle J essop Lip J uly 2012 ((Part thereof as amended by the Chronicle)
This document is a précis of the extensive discussions that have taken place between September 2009 and June 2012
that have lead to the submission of the Planning Applications to the Local Authority. Some of the key stage documents
are placed in the appendices to this and other documents.
The design solutions have evolved on an evidential basis from the inception in 2009 to the current proposals. This has
been a lengthy process involving both applicants and officers of the District Council at each of the key stages identified
below:

Inception - where a pre-purchase meeting took place in September 2009.


Significant Place - where historic analysis, ecological analysis and spatial analysis identified The Kingsdon
Manor as a Significant Place in English Heritage terms.



Financing Restoration - where the extent of Enabling Development was identified to finance the protection of the
Heritage Asset.



Developing Solutions - where the design methodology was agreed that protected the Heritage Asset and provided design solutions that could be developed in an acceptable way. This is the T15 stage where the Master Plan
and Design Statement was agreed with Officers in March 2012.
Developing Details Design Solutions - where the Client Design Team proposed options
to Officers who vetted and advised on ways to resolve particular issues.
Within this 5 stage process there were 3 critical steps that determined the outcome:



The initial meeting with the LPA where the Applicants stated their aims and intentions and sought pre-purchase
advice. This led to the resolution of the playing field for the Kingsdon Cricket Club that is important to the village community. This advice also allowed the Applicants to purchase the site with an understanding of the criteria the LPA would apply to development of the site.



The agreement with the LPA on the extent and type of development required to finance the restoration of the
Heritage Asset. This lengthy process required third party assistance from the District Valuer. See appendices to
this document for details.



The agreement as to how the development would take place as a structure to guide the detailed design process.
This was the T15 process that came to fruition in March 2012. This document is copied as an appendices to this
statement
The whole of this 3 year process has been characterised by a holistic process where the significance of the Kingsdon
Manor was placed within the structure of Town and Country Planning Guidance and English Heritage Guidance.
This meant that:

The importance of the 19C structures were recognised as identified by the Grade 2 Listing.


The context of the 19C structures were analysed within the historic development of the village of Kingsdon.



The historic spatial setting was identified.



The ecology of the site was analysed prior to the determination of design solutions so that flora and fauna could
be both protected and enhanced. (Continued on next page)
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Officers of the District Council were informed of the evidential base at each stage in the process. Officers guided the
Applicants towards solutions that they felt would be acceptable at the Planning Application stage.
THE DESIGN PHILOSOPHY - MASTER PLAN
The design philosophy is set within the framework of this holistic process. The evidential basis derived from on site
investigation and academic analysis provided the following principle Master Plan guidance:

The historic structures to be retained were identified. These structures comprise the original Moody Manor and
the subsequent Neal Manor. The surviving elements are the main Manor three storey building, the Victorian
(Neal) Kitchen wing, the Stables and the Stone Walls surviving the 1940's purchase for use as a Special School.


The structures to be removed were analysed for productive reuse and historic context. This led to the proposals
to demolish the Gymnasium, 1950's kitchen wing, the swimming pool and the 1980's Nash Building. The existing staff houses are retained save for the former Head Teacher's house that is to be demolished to enable more
appropriate development to take place to the north of the Manor.



The trees and woodland were investigated and categorised in order of importance. The majority of all category 1
and category 2 frees are retained as they are a key feature of the site in both ecology and aesthetic terms. The
few trees that are to be removed are identified on the submitted drawings.
To minimise harm to the general ecology on the site and to protect the terrestrial habitat of the Crested Newts it
was decided to place new development on areas where demolition had taken place and where areas of the site
were already damaged in terms of ecology and historic alteration. Thus most new development is to the north of
the Manor where the 1950's kitchen wing, car park and temporary classrooms are located.





This area north of the Manor is also located adjacent to the village and this allows the design framework to develop in both social and urban terms. However, to protect the important trees there need to be areas around these
trees where no disruption can take place. During the detailed design process some development was moved to
the south of the Manor to provide a better overall solution.



The setting to the Manor and the retained structures is central to the design solutions. The original vistas are reinstated and principle elevations opened to view as part of the proposals.



The vista to the west of the three storey Manor is no longer within the ownership of the Applicants. To the extent of their control the raised ground area will be sensitively landscaped.
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Kingsdon Cricket Club
maintained grassland

Plot l:
4 Bed
Plot 2:
3 Bed 1
Ex A & Ex B; Refurbished Staff Houses 3 Bed
Plot 3 :
4 Bed
Plot 4:
4 Bed
Plot 5:
5 Bed
Plot 6:
4 Bed
Plot 7:
4 Bed
Plot 8:
Stables 4 Bed Conversion
Plot 9:
4 Bed

Plot 10:
Victorian Kitchen 4 Bed Conversion
Plot 11:
4 Bed Manor Conversion
Plot 12:
5 Bed Manor Conversion
Plot 13:
7 Bed Manor Conversion
Ex C & Ex D: Refurbished Staff Houses 4 Bed
Plot 14:
4 Bed
Plot 15:
4 Bed
Plot 16:
4 Bed
Plot 17:
4 Bed
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THE TOWN & COUNTRY PLANNING PRACTICE LTD
Chartered Town Planning Co
ACCESS STATEMENT
The Existing Accesses: The Application Site is currently served by 5 vehicular accesses and it is understood that these
have been utilized for a number of years,
1. The main historical access to the site, established by Moody in the 1830s forms a junction with the B3151. It comprises a single width carriageway through stone pillars and curved entrance walls, adjacent to the former Lodge House, now
in separate ownership.
2. A second historical access exists at the northern end of the main driveway, where it effectively links the Kingsdon
Manor site to the village. Stone gate pillars exist.
3. The third access was historically used primarily for access to the stables and coach house and it forms a junction with
Manor Road.
4. Probably created specifically to serve The Headmaster's House, the fourth access also forms a junction with Manor
Road.
5. The fourth historical access (and fifth in total) is via a track / lane at the north east of the site. The lane still serves
Gardner's Cottage and The Estate Yard, which combined with the presence of the former kitchen garden, indicate that
this was probably a service entrance. In the recent past the lane has served two staff houses, Sherston and Damar.
Historical Access Use: The authorized use of the site is as a residential school. Until 2009 about 40 pupils boarded on
site, 7 days per week, 24 hours per day, except for the summer holidays. The associated vehicular movements were derived from the following sources;

16 care staff (5 lived on site) + deputy + head + 2/3 part time = 21

10 teaching staff •*• deputy + head (head lived on site)

6 full time kitchen staff

4ft-4- Ipt cleaners

Typically 3 educational specialists on regular weekly visits

1 caretaker

Parents visiting

All deliveries
The school had 5 houses on site plus a flat in the Nash Building, Everyone else was coming and going all day / night on
a shift basis.
Access Proposals
The following proposed access arrangements have been determined on the basis of pre application discussions with the
Highway Authority and are predicated by,
a) An intention to make improvements to existing accesses to improve highway safety.
b) Not increasing vehicle movements over and above those historically undertaken across an access.
The scheme has been designed on the basis of utilizing all of the existing accesses. This means that the impact of vehicle
movements is spread across the area, minimizing the effects on each access and its environs. Physical constraints are
incorporated into the scheme to ensure that only the stated number of units use each access,
Access A. Main souther n access
This access forms a junction with the B3151 where the national speed limit applies, although the County Highway Surveyor opines that speeds could be less than this due to the enclosed feel of the road and the cross road warning signs.
There is good visibility to the north for emerging vehicles, but visibility to the south is more limited.
The Highway Authority have agreed that to utilize this junction for 7 new dwellings would not represent an increase
over the number of movements that could reasonably be expected by the existing permitted use. However, the safety of
this junction was a common concern expressed by those visiting the Village Consultation Day and as such the following
improvements are proposed;
a) Movement of the right hand gatepost and attached wall in a south easterly direction to increase the width of the access and improve visibility for emerging vehicles.
b) Lower the height of the stone boundary wall to 900mm to allow visibility over it,
c) Creation of a visibility splay 2.4rn back in the centre of the access to a point at the south eastern edge of the Application Site,
Access B. Main nor ther n access
Currently has poor geometry at only 3.5m wide and in terms of the angle at which it meets the highway. Vehicles attempting to enter or leave the site using this access are forced to make a U turn of short radius. Vehicle speeds are low as
the hedges which flank the highway create an enclosed feel and inhibit forward visibility. These factors tend to encourage caution.
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The following works are proposed to improve the existing access;
a) The access is realigned to introduce a right angled bend so that the access meets the highway at 90°. The present 60°
angle inhibits manoeuvring.
b) The existing stone gate pillars are repositioned accordingly and new boundary walls built using reclaimed stone,
Access C. Stables access
The Highway Authority has confirmed that this access is capable of accommodating up to 6 units without modification.
It is considered that the western radii could be increased to improve the ease of movement.
Access D. Headmaster ’s House Access
The existing dwelling is proposed for demolition and proposed unit 2 would occupy the location of the existing access.
A new access is proposed immediately to the east, necessitating the removal of a section of the stone boundary wall.
This would serve 3 dwellings.
Access E. Lane off Manor Road. No alter ations ar e pr oposed to this access as it is not in the contr ol of the Applicant. At present the lane serves 2 existing staff houses, though it is proposed that in the future it would serve only
plot 1.
Public Access - A concern raised through the Village
Consultation Event was that of public access to the site,
Manor Lodge
specifically
* the rights of the general public to walk the wider site
* the desirability of providing access for the general public
through the site to the bus stop at B3151
* the desirability of providing pedestrian access for all site
residents to the village
There are no existing public rights of way across the Application Site.
It is not proposed that the site should become a through
route for pedestrians or that wider public access should be
allowed. It is a private site and the wider lands would be
maintained by a company on behalf of residents. Access
cannot be achieved whilst maintaining the privacy and
amenity of future occupants.
It is important that the proposed development and its future
occupants should be well linked to the village of Kingsdon
and its services and facilities i.e. Church, shop, village hall.
Plots 1 -12, Sherston and Damar would utilize the existing
accesses to give direct access to the village. However, plots
13 - 17, 1 & 2 School House only have vehicular access to
Access A - Access is widened at the highway junction to
improve left hand turning from Lodge Road. The internal
the village via Lodge Road. The desirability of providing a
driveway is also increased in width as shown to ensure that
direct pedestrian route for these residents has been acknowlthere is no congestion of vehicles entering or exiting the site at edged as important. However, this is not easy to provide. A
the same time
route would need to be provided either to the west or east of
the Manor, but as the highest value
units, a high degree of privacy must
be maintained. A path cannot be provided to the east, across the rear private gardens, whilst achieving this
privacy. Hence the only possible
route for a footpath is through the
land to the west of the Manor. It is
intended as an informal path for residents and their visitors only. Bound
by timber posts forming a landscape
feature, the unlit route has been determined so as to minimize the impact
on existing trees and large shrubs.
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All Saints Church

Priest in Charge
Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029 (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other occasional services)
Assistant Priest
Revd Wendy Griffith Tel 01458 224087
Church Wardens
David Beswick. Tel 01935 840795
Parochial Church Council
Secretary Nicholas J. Allan Tel 01935 840878
Treasurer Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692
Tower Captain
Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344

Church Services for September
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

2nd
11am
9th
10am
16th
11am
23rd 9.30am
30th 10.30am

Church Rotas for September

Family Service
Benefice Service Charlton Mackrell
Holy Communion
6pm Evensong
Holy Communion
Benefice Service Somerton

Brass:
Jackie Ellis & Sarah Steele-Perkins
Flowers:
Sally Clapperton & Babs Conway

Kingsdon Village Hall

For all information (except bookings) contact: - David Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. Kingsdon TA11 7LL
Tel:01935 841453
For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk

Bookings for September 2012

Short Mat Bowls Mondays 7.30pm - 9pm, Tuesdays 10am - 12noon
Table Tennis Club Tuesdays at 7.30pm (not 11th)
Yeovil District Canine Soc. Wednesdays at 8pm
Art Club Thur sdays 10am - 12 (Term time)
Private Party Sunday 2nd
Ladies Club Tuesday 11th 7pm
Kingsdon Parish Council Thur sday 13th 7pm
Bacon Butties Morning Satur day15th

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club

The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings (apart from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between 7.30pm
and 9.30pm. If you are interested then please contact Shirley or Martin Singleton on 841162 or just come along.

Secretary: Mar ilyn Elliott )
President: Wally Elliott )
Chairman: Ian Bir r ell,

Kingsdon Cricket Club
4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somerton, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Water smeet, Huish Episcopi, Langpor t TA10 9HE Tel 01458 250246

Kingsdon Seniors Club

The Seniors Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of
the month at 3pm in the Village Hall. New members are always welcome.
For information contact Club Secretary Marilyn
Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon.
Tel 01935 841444

Kingsdon Ladies Club

The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. New members and visitors are always welcome.
For information contact Club President Lynne Davies, Holly House, Frog
Lane, Kingsdon. TA11 7LL Tel 01935 840660 or
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11 7LB
Tel 01935 840344

The Kingsdon Chronicle

The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation. Cheques payable to
‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’ The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers. Name and address must be supplied but may be withheld from publication on request.. The Kingsdon Chronicle reserves the right to edit items for publication.
Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views of The Kingsdon Chronicle
production team.
Editor: Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444, Mobile 07990673935,
email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com
http:www.ukvillages.co.uk/UserNews/39269/The+Kingsdon+Chronicle

Thank You

A big thank you to everyone who has sent very generous contributions towards the cost of producing
‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’ following my appeal in the last issue, and in fact a ‘Thank You’ to all who
have continually supported us financially over the years. (W ally)
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