Issue 57 - 30th April 2012 - 32 Days to the Jubilee Celebrations

Kingsdon Parish Council A.G.M.

Thursday 10th May 2012 in the Village Hall - Everyone welcome to attend

Plant Sale in aid of The Jubilee Fund
Alex Davidson will be holding a plant sale on Saturday 19th May from 10am till noon at the Village Hall
with the proceeds going to the Jubilee Fund .

Diary of Events for Kingsdon’s Celebrations of the
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee
The celebrations will take place over the 4 days, 2nd June to 5th June 2012.
Most events will be centred in the Jubilee Marquee that will be erected on the village field.
Many volunteers will have been working on their specific tasks for some time. Purchasing stock etc and getting things
ready for the various events for which they have taken responsibility, i.e. the Bar, BBQ, the Tea Party, making flag poles
and rosettes, the list seems to be never ending. This doesn’t include decorating homes, making scarecrows and fancy
dress costumes
On Wednesday 30th May a task force of volunteers will be erecting flagpoles and bunting around the village field. If you
would like to help please come along to the village field at about 10.30am
On Friday 1st June the Marquee will be erected. Once this is completed it can then be decorated with bunting etc. Tables & chairs fetched from village hall. Volunteers wanted for this and decorating
Advance preparations for the Fete to take place .
A Bar will be available in the marquee throughout the four days and a BBQ to keep everyone from starving !

Have you got your tickets ?

Programme of Events for Saturday 2nd June
All Saints Church, Kingsdon in conjunction with the Jubilee Fund

Fete & Car Boot Sale - 10am to 2pm
Our Queen for the day will open the Fete at 10am

More volunteers very welcome to help set up or on the day

‘Wanted’









Donations are needed for the below listed stalls, or can
you help - please contact David or any stall organiser.
Car Boot Sale David (840795)
Unwanted Gifts Lynne ( 840660)
Cakes Jackie (840344)
Bottle Stall Shirley(841162)
Plants Norma (840727)
Books Freda (840898)
Children's Books & Games Phillipa (841140)
Tickets for Grand Raffle












There will also be the following
attractions
Bacon Butties
Guess the ponies weight
Skittles
Coconut Shy
Can Shy
Splat the rat
Bar & Refreshments
Trade stalls
Face Painting by Sam
Display of vintage Tractors etc

Best Decorated Jubilee Cake & Cupcake Competition
Calling all adult cake makers - you are invited to compete in the ’Best Decorated Jubilee Cake’ competition.
The cake can be a sponge or fruit mix of your own recipe.
The size should be at least 7” (Jubilee Theme Decoration) Cake judge will be Kingsdon Inn Chef Adam Cain
There will also be a children's competition for the best set of four jubilee decorated cupcakes.

Adult and Children’s Garden on a Plate Competition
This competition is for the best garden on a plate. There will be a sections for Adults and one for Children
Cakes, Cupcakes and Gardens on a Plate should be brought to the marquee by 10am on Fete Day

The Kingsdon Inn will be serving Pre-Concert dinners at 6pm
Please phone 01935 840543 to book your table

The Kingsdon Jubilee Concert at 7.30pm
Tim Pitman

sings

Rebecca Robinson
In Duet

sings

Luna
Annies Song
Ave Maria
Recondita Armonia
Angel
Secret Love
River of Light
Il Mio Cuore Va

they will sing

Anthony Sycamore
George Ow-

and

and

You raise me up
Hidden Away
Fields of green
Nessun Dorma
I Dreamed a Dream
Ancora Non Sai
How Can I Keep From Singing
L'amore Sei Tu

to close
Wind beneath my wings
Sarai Qui
Canto Della Terra

I believe
The Prayer
Time to say goodbye

on the Keyboard playing Classical & Jazz music in his own style

en

Kingsdon’s protégé cellist
The marquee opens at 6.30pm - The Bar and BBQ will be open till late
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Programme of Events for Sunday 3rd June
Scarecrow and Jubilee Decorated Homes Competi-

See page 23 for entry form

See page 23 for entry form

Songs of Praise
11am in the Marquee - Conducted by the Rev. Bruce Faulkner - Organist Beryl Turner
Do you have a favourite Hymn? Contact David Beswick - 01935 840795 and he will try and have it included

The Big Jubilee Lunch
From 12.15pm onwards in and around the Marquee
The aim of the Big lunch is to get as many people as possible across the whole of the UK to have lunch with
their neighbours in a simple act of community, friendship and fun. Bring your own pick nicks and join in the
fun on the village field. The Bar will be open.

An Evening of Folk Music and Song
From 8pm at The Kingsdon Inn

A free informal evening of music and song provided by the Keyboard genius Anthony Sycamore, musician
from Sweden, Suzanne Gronlund and from Kyle of Lochalsh, Scottish singer J. Michele Garner. Other musicians who have arrived to play in the Big Band on the Monday night will also be invited to join in.

Page 3

Programme of Events for Monday 4th June

The Jubilee Sports Day
alias

The Kingsdon Olympics !

An afternoon of family fun and games for both young and old
Organised by Babs Conway and Sally Claperton (see page 6 for their request for help)

The Kingsdon Jubilee Dance
with the Kingsdon Big Band and Kayleigh

Below are just some of the musicians who will be performing
(Organised by Keith Thomas)
Keyboard
Anthony Sycamore
Drums
Graham Moffatt from COSYJO
Danny Farrant (drummer with the Buzzcocks) who also sings
Bass
Nigel Dodge of Yeovil Operatic
Trumpets
Richard Ham from Manchester, Phil Farr-Cox, Sarah Alsop, Alex McClaren,
Ben, Paul (Harry) Harris
Trombone
Keith & James Thomas,
Ian McClaren,
Glyn Bowen, Rhys Bowen
Saxophone
Peter (Bruce) Harrison (Baritone), Emily Thomas (Alto), Josh Smith (Alto)
Louise Druce (Alto), Tom Kirkman (Tenor), Ed Leaker (Tenor)
Female Vocalist - Kayleigh

Accompanying will be the fantastic voice of Kayleigh - Kayleigh's powerful voice gives her
a wide range of songs to cover, including the music of Dusty Springfield, Abba, Cher and Patsy Cline. Kayleigh has a tremendous presence on stage and her confidence and style makes
her a talent not to be missed.

During the interval the Hog Roast will be served
(Please notify Wally if you require the vegetarian option)

At approximately 10.30pm the Jubilee Beacon will be lit
atop of the Church Tower
The Bar will be open throughout the day
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Programme of Events for Tuesday 5th June

The Jubilee Fun Run

The Fun Run will commence from the village field at 11am, the competitors will be
waved on their way by the Queen.

The race is primarily for the best dressed runner as can be seen from the pictures of the Golden Jubilee
Fun Run 10 years ago. There will be a 10yrs and under, 11 to 16 and Adult categories
Safety Marshals are required at road junctions for this event, please inform Wally if you wish to volunteer.

On the left is the
start in 2002
On the right is a
best costume
winner from 2002

The Jubilee Tea Party

All residents and visitors are invited to the Kingsdon Jubilee Tea Party in the Marquee.
The entertainment commences at 2.30pm with Brian Hellyer,
Magician Extraordinaire.
Brian will amaze and entertain you with a unique form of entertainment that
suits all ages.
Awards will be made to the winners of the best Scarecrow, Decorated Home,
Decorated Cake & Cupcakes, Garden on a Plate and the Fun Run competitions and the Jubilee Grand Draw will be made.

The Tea Part in 2002

To book your seats
for the Tea Party
please complete
the entry form on
page 23

Brian Hellyer
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Have you the Bottle to Donate ?

A request is made for Donations of bottles for the Bottle
Stall. Donated bottles of any drinkable content! may be left
at Kingsdon Stores in the box provided which is marked
‘Bottle Stall’ Thank you.

A Plea for items for the
Jubilee Sports Day
(aka Kingsdon Olympics)
Sally & Babs, the organisers, are in
need of the following items;








Hessian Sacks (many)
Flat Spatulas
Pine Cones large or small
Wellies - all sizes—named
Skipping Ropes
Buckets
Hats/Gloves/Scarves/
Dresses/Cardies(old)

If you can help please contact Babs on
841811

Jubilee Rosette Making
Babs, Freda & Norma are looking for
helpers making rosettes.
They will be in the village hall on Saturday 12th May from 10.30am - 2.00
if you would like to join them.

HELP

Your Bottles

are needed for the

Does anyone know the whereabouts of
the video taken of the Sports Day and
Beach Bum BBQ held in the village at
the time of Prince William’s birth back
in June 1982. Information please to
Babs.

Jubilee Bottle Stall
The Jubilee Grand Raffle
This is an appeal for raffle prizes for our Grand Jubilee Raffle which will be drawn at the Tea Party. If you have something you would like to donate as a prize (or items to go in the 2nd prize Luxury Hamper) please contact Alex Davidson at Cheriton Cottage, Middle Street or Wally.
Tickets will be on sale throughout the 4 days of the celebrations.

The Kingsdon Commemorative Mug
The Kingsdon Jubilee
Fund has commissioned a
special commemorative
mug designed by Wally
and Chic Photographic to
celebrate the Queen’s
Diamond Jubilee.
The mug is produced by:
Chic Photographic.
The mugs are now on
sale from Wally Elliott
at 4 Manor Close at £10
each. All profits go to
the Jubilee Fund
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Lucky saves the day
Four generations of the same family escaped an early-morning house fire on Easter
Sunday - thanks to a cat.
The appropriately-named Lucky woke 11year-old Isabella Petersen-Barreto with loud
meowing and by licking her face when the
fire broke out at her great grandmother, Patricia Marrow's home at Kingsdon Nursery
Garden, South Somerset, at 6.45am.
The fire in the downstairs kitchen is thought
to have been caused by an oil leak from
Aga cooker.
Isabella alerted the rest of the family. Mrs
Marrow, 88, who is partially sighted, tried
to tackle the flames with a saucepan of water but was stopped by her daughter, Jennifer St John-Webster.
Jennifer said: "My 88-year-old mother was
about to open the door of the Aga. The firemen said later that if she had opened the
door, the air would have got in and the Aga
could have exploded. If my mother had
opened the door she could have been killed
but I think she was jolly brave.."
Jennifer’s three children, Arabella BetersenBarreto, Letitia Dodson, Rupert St John-Webster and his wife Jane were
visiting Mrs Marrow in Kingsdon for Easter, with their children, including
Isabella. Jennifer said that one-year-old Lucky the cat had more than lived
up to her name.
The family were evacuated whilst the fire brigade dealt with the Aga, making it safe. Great grandmother Patricia returned to bed as it was too early
for her to be out working on her beloved garden and nursery.
Fortunately the only damage was to the Aga , albeit an oily smell did pervade parts of the house, it could have been worse!
It looked as if the family roast beef Easter day lunch was in jeopardy with
no oven available to cook it in until the Kingsdon Chronicle came to the
rescue.
The beef, potatoes and pudding were taken to the home of the assistant editor Marilyn Elliott, a retired cookery teacher, who had the job done in time
for the family lunch.
All part of the Kingsdon Chronicle service!!!

Photographs by Wally Elliott

Isabella with Lucky

Near catastrophic Chimney Fire

ly help.

There was another near catastrophe in Kingsdon due to fire, this time it was the home of
Glenn & Kathie at the Swallows, Silver Street on
Easter Saturday A few hours after lighting the
wood burner a neighbour told them their chimney
was on fire. The wood burner was extinguished,
fortunately Kathie went up stairs to check the study
above the lounge and found flames coming
through the skirting board. Glenn was able to get a
hose pipe up to it and doused the burning timber.
The Somerton fire crew arrived and carried out an
examination of the chimney and surrounds to make
sure all was safe. Glenn and Kathie’s prompt actions prevented what could have been a disaster, as
it was there was only minimal visible damage but quite a lot of work will be required,
with the chimney upwards from the first floor office needing re-building. Jackdaws are
no longer welcome to build their nests at The Swallows! Glenn & Kathie would like to
thank their neighbours for the assistance given and in particular Sam Earner for his timePage 7

The Good Friday Walk
Over 200 people once again enjoyed the good weather on the annual walk through the woods, taking delight in the good
company of the walkers. Children found the dummy eggs, without tasting any of them. All were very polite when
swapping the dummies for real ones. Alison and the ladies buttered over 144 hot cross buns, made teas and squashes.
Patrick Leahy rattled the box, always with a smile! Linda, Gill and Phyi sold the raffle tickets, everything went well.
By the end of the event £360 had been raised for St Margaret’s Hospice.
Thank you if you donated
eggs, buns or raffle prizes or
helped in other ways and
walked up that hill! David,

Alison & Babs

The youngest participant to
go on the walk was 2 week
old Leo, who was accompanied by his Great Granddad Tony Fenner.
Tony has laid the egg trail
through the woods since the
walk started in 1999

Kingsdon Ladies Club

Tuesday 10th April 2012
The meeting was opened by Lynne Davies at 7.30pm
who presented birthday bouquets to Connie Burgess,
Jean Toole, Lynne also received one herself presented
by Jackie Ellis. Lynne then introduced Adrian Holt,
an antique dealer from Honiton. His interest in antiques
started at a very early age as his father, an architect,
took him to many places around the world showing him
buildings of great architectural interest, but Adrian
found the objects inside more interesting! His career in
antiques eventually made him realise that he wanted to
be an auctioneer, so after obtaining a degree at Southampton University, he became a Fine Arts Auctioneer.
This, he has been doing for the past 25 years, with a
break for a few years in a retail business in the West
End of London selling very up market cuff links to
wealthy customers!!! He has been living and working
in the West Country for the past 3 years, buying & selling at antique fairs. At the meeting he very kindly gave
valuations for the objects brought in by the members.
The next meeting will be on Tuesday 8th May at
7.30pm and the speaker will be Pat Bowcock talking
about- Pat’s field.
New members & visitors always welcome.

Front of House Sale
Mike & Debbie at 1 Manor Close, Kingsdon (next to
the village field) are having a front of house sale comprising books, plants, clothes, bric a brac etc.
This will be over the Jubilee weekend, Saturday 2nd
June and Sunday 3rd.
10% of any proceeds will go to supporting the
Kingsdon Chronicle and the rest towards our much
needed greenhouse.
Please come and have a browse (weather permitting)
Thank you Debbie & Mike

Some of you may
have been wondering what was happening to ‘Pendle’
Beth Waller’s house.
I am now pleased to
inform you that as
from Friday 13th
April Mr Gordon
Hodges became the
proud owner.
I am also pleased to
say that Mum has now settled happily into Athelstan Residential Home in Malmsbury after a wobbly start. She misses
Kingsdon but Wally and Marilyn send her The Chronicle
each month which she enjoys reading.
She will reach the grand old age of 95 in July and is looking
forward to celebrating her birthday in the Home. Many
thanks for your interest
Kind Regards Rosalind Bailey
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THE ENGLISH ELM

Thank You

It’s symmetry not like a chestnut or lime,
It threw out a branch when it thought it was time.
And though you may think this a random approach,
It’s shape was well balanced and beyond reproach.

Dear Villagers
Just a note of thanks to let you know Stacey Fitzgerald ran
the Yeovil half marathon, 13.1 miles on 25th March, and
completed it in 2 hours 53 minutes.
We would like to express our huge thanks to all that sponsored her. She managed to raise a grand total of £777,
which will be presented to Brams at Bristol in aid of MS.
Once again thank you very much Chris and Sand Fitzgerald
(Boschetto, North Town, Kingsdon)

by Peter Crowter
Majestic, the tree that once stood tall and proud,
Proud to be English and always unbowed.
It grew slow and steady to one hundred feet,
It took many years, until it was complete.

Round Kingsdon it grew in both hedgerow and wood,
Admired and respected wherever it stood.
High in it’s branches a home for the crow,
And dozens of rooks when they grew in a row.
It’s timber was tough and it’s uses were great,
Not easy to split ‘cause it’s grain wasn’t straight.
Good for the planking on all kinds of ships,
Sailing the oceans on dangerous trips.
A permanent part of the Somerset scene,
Hard to imagine it’s now a has-been.
A foreign invasion four decades ago,
On imported timber a murderous foe.
Now you may be thinking the Dutch were to blame.
They only researched it and gave it it’s name.
It was from the US, the timber was bought,
Perfectly safe, well that’s what we thought
A similar fungus we already had,
They thought this the same and not really bad,
A minor annoyance we’d contain with ease,
But we had imported the Dutch Elm Disease.
The fungus was spread by a beetle so small,
How could it slaughter our trees huge and tall?
How could it spread through the country so fast
And render our elm tree a thing of the past?
But look on the bright side and try not to mope
For possibly there is a glimmer of hope
In one or two places the elm tree still grows
It may overcome this disaster, who knows?

Furniture needs a good home

Two small two seater Sofas and one matching Foot Stool
including matching cushions. Free of charge. Donation requested to
Kingsdon Jubilee
Fund. View at
Park Farmhouse,
Lower Rd.
Kingsdon.
Tel 01935 841453
07840789373

Kingsdon Seniors Club

It made a very pleasant change for the seniors club to have a
trip out instead of the usual village hall meeting. The outing was to the Royal Naval Historic Flight
at Yeovilton, (not the museum as some
thought), attended by 28 members. On
arrival at the gate security we were met by
Katie Campbell, the display Manager, who
escorted us around the airfield to the hangar which houses the aircraft of the Historic
Flight. In the hangar,
whilst work was being carried out on the various aircraft, Katie gave
us a fascinating talk on the Historic Flight,
its history and that of the aircraft and how
the Flight is funded. Her presentation and
knowledge of her subject was amazing.
We were then handed over
to the Fairey Swordfish pilots, Lt Cdrs
Mike Abbey and Glenn
Allison who, along with
Katie, live in Kingsdon
and trainee swordfish
pilot Lt Cdr Mark Jameson. The pilots gave
more information on the aircraft and answered all our questions. We were able
to have a look into the two swordfish.
The visit ended with tea and biscuits in
the crew room. The afternoon had been
a very pleasant and interesting outing
thanks to all the Historic Flight personnel
who went out of their way to look after
us.
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A woman goes to the Doctor in Glasgow, worried about her husband's temper and threatening manner.
The Doc asks: "What's the problem, Janet?
The woman says: "Weeell Doctor Cameron, Every time ma man comes hame drunk, he threatens to slap me roond'."
The Doctor says: "Aye, well... I have a real good cure for that.
When your husband arrives home intoxicated, just take a wee glass of water and start swishing it in your mouth.
Just swish and swish but don't swallow it until he goes to bed and is sound asleep."
Two weeks later she comes back to the doctor looking fresh and reborn.
She says: "Doctor that was really brilliant! Evrae time ma man came hame drunk, Ah swished wi watter. IAh swished
an' swished, and he didnae touch me even once! Tell me Doc...wha's the secret? How diz the watter dae that?"
The Doctor says: "Janet hen, it's really nae big secret. The water does nothing at all - it's keeping your mouth shut that
does the trick..."
The Brothel Parrot
A woman went to a pet shop & immediately spotted a
large, beautiful parrot..There was a sign on the cage that
said $50.00.
'Why so little,' she asked the pet store owner.
The owner looked at her and said, 'Look, I should tell you
first that this bird used to live in a house of ill repute and
sometimes it says some pretty vulgar stuff.'
The woman thought about this, but decided she had to
have the bird any way. She took it home and hung the
bird's cage up in her living room and waited for it to say
something.
The bird looked around the room, then at her, and said,
'New house, new madam.' The woman was a bit shocked
at the implication, but then thought 'that's really not so
bad.' When her 2 teenage daughters returned from school
the bird saw and said, 'New house, new madam, new girls.'
The girls and the woman were a bit offended, but then began to laugh about the situation, considering how and
where the parrot had been raised.
Moments later, the woman's husband Keith came home
from work. The bird looked at him and said, 'Hi Keith'

A Sunday School teacher asked her class why Joseph and
Mary took Jesus with them to Jerusalem. A small child
replied, 'They couldn't get a baby-sitter.'
At Sunday School they were teaching how God created
everything, including human beings. Little Johnny, (Yep,
that one!), seemed especially intent when they told him
how Eve was created out of one of Adam's ribs. Later in
the week his mother noticed him lying down as though he
were ill, and she said, 'Johnny, what is the matter? 'Little
Johnny responded, 'I have pain in my side. I think I'm going to have a wife.'
Three boys are in the school yard bragging about their fathers.
The first boy says, 'My Dad scribbles a few words on a
piece of paper, he calls it a poem, they give him £50.' The
second boy says, 'That's not hing. My Dad scribbles a few
words on piece of paper, he calls it a song, they give him
£100.' The third boy says, 'I got you both beat. My Dad
scribbles a few words on a piece of paper, he calls it a sermon, and it takes eight people to collect all the money!'

Show him your card!
A cocky State Highways employee stopped at a farm and
talked with an old farmer. He told the farmer, "I need to
inspect your farm for a possible new road."
The old farmer said, "OK, but don't go in that field." The
Highways employee said, "I have the authority of the State
Government to go where I want. See this card? I am allowed to go wherever I wish on farm land."
So the old farmer went about his farm chores.
Later, he heard loud screams and saw the State Highways
employee running for the fence and close behind was the
farmer's prize bull. The bull was madder than a nest full of
hornets and the bull was gaining on the employee at every
step!!
The old farmer called out, "Show him your card!!"
A Priest, a Doctor, a rich Businessman and a Scotsman
were waiting one morning for a particularly slow group of
golfers in front of them. The Doctor shouted to them,
"I've never seen such poor golf!" The Scotsman chimed
in, "Och aye! We ha' been waitin' for nigh on fifteen
minutes!" The Businessman called out, "Move it on you
guys, time is money."
The Priest said, "Here comes George the green-keeper.
Let's have a word with him." "Hello, George!" said the
Priest, "What's wrong with that annoying group ahead of
us? They're rather slow, aren't they?" George the greenkeeper replied, "Oh, yes.. That's a group of blind fire fighters. They lost their sight saving our clubhouse from a fire
last year, so we always let them play for free, anytime they
want to." The group fell into an embarrassed silence for a
moment. Then the Priest said, "That's so sad. I think I will
say a special prayer for them tonight." The Doctor said,
"Good idea. I'm going to contact my ophthalmologist colleagues and see if there's anything they can do for them."
The Businessman replied, "I think I'll donate £50,000 to
the Fire Brigade Benevolent Fund in honour of these brave
souls."
And the Scotsman said, "Why kin they no play at night?

During a dinner party, the hosts’ two little children entered
the dining room totally nude and walked slowly around the
table. The parents were so embarrassed that they pretended
nothing was happening and kept the conversation going.
The guests cooperated and also continued as if nothing
extraordinary was happening.
An elderly woman died last month. Having never married,
she requested no male pallbearers. In her handwritten in- After going all the way around the room, the children left,
and there was a moment of silence at the table, during
structions for her memorial service, she wrote, 'They
wouldn't take me out while I was alive, I don't want them which one child was heard to say, “You see, it is vanishing
cream!”
to take me out when I'm dead.'
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Kingsdon Clerk
We really need someone to come forward now to take over the role as Clerk to the Parish Council, Sally
Smith has been Parish Clerk for three years now and would like to hand over to someone, ideally as from the
Kingsdon Parish Council AGM next month. A lot of people give so much of their own time to help various
causes and groups in the village– we just need one person now to undertake this role.
The work undertaken by the Clerk is totally straightforward. However, if there is anyone in the village who
would like to take this to another level, free training is available where you can meet other Clerks and learn a
bit more about it all.
The next Somerset session Basic Training for Clerks is being held on Tuesday June 19th at Edington Village
Hall (between Street and Bridgwater, TA7 9AH) 10am to 1pm. More information is available from Pat
Sollis on 01823 252515.
For more information, please contact: Tony Masters on 01935 840801 armasters@btinternet.com
Sally Smith 01935 842094 sally@tradewindspr.co.uk, or any other Councillor.

Wanted

Cat and her Kittens Feeder
Paid adhoc weekend and potential weekday
cover during the summer months required
to feed our cat Pickle and her kittens. Please
contact Helen or Paul on 01395 849223 for
more details"

Ink Cartridges Need a good home

Do you have an Epson printer that uses T028 and T029 ink cartridges. I have 2 black and 1 colour that are surplus to requirements. They are yours for a small donation to the Jubilee Fund.
Contact Wally on 841444

Hong Kong Fraud Inheritance Scam

Please be aware that we are getting reports of a letter and/or telephone scam. The letter / phone call explains that a relative has
died leaving their will ‘intestate’ and invites you as a relative to
‘split’ the high value figure with the letter writer or caller and
claim 50% of the funds. Please do not fall in to the trap of giving
your bank details or credit cards detail to claim your share.
This is completely fraudulent and will result in funds being taken from your personal bank account or credit card. If you are
contacted by letter or phone simply throw the letters away or
replace the telephone handset.

Tomato Plants for Sale

Norma has Tomato plants ready for sale which she has in her
greenhouse. Please knock if you want some.

Glenda Spooner Farm

There was a very good turn out for the Easter Fun Day at Glenda
Spooner Farm on Saturday 7th April. Lots of family’s enjoyed
the various activities that the staff had put on as well as meeting
the horses and ponies during the guided tours of the stables by
the very enthusiastic grooms.
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Day1 of The Marathon des Sables for Andre Milne of Kingsdon

Dubbed ‘the toughest footrace on earth', covers
approximately 150 miles over 6 days. That's the
equivalent of 5.5 marathons in 6 days in extreme
conditions (think dunes, 120°F temperatures, sand
storms...).
The desert race takes place in the Moroccan Sahara, where midday temperatures can rise to 120°F.
The terrain is uneven, rocky, stony ground, and 15
-20% of the distance is over sand dunes.
In addition, competitors have to carry everything
they need for the entire race (apart from water and
a tent) on their backs. This endurance race really
is the ultimate challenge!
Andre is out of contact as he ( with friend James)
race across the Sahara desert for 6 days raising
money as they go for The Children's Trust which
supports severely disabled children. -- happily the
target of £12k has just been reached for this immensely worth while charity -- it would be brilliant for them to cross the finish line in 6 days time and realise they have
raised even more for the cause
Although not of Andre these photographs give a feel for the awesome challenge of this 250Km event!!
Interestingly William
Hill (the betting company) have staked a
sum of money against
them both finishing so if (when) they do,
the bet will realise
£2000

Day 2
An 08.35 start and
another hot day with
almost 39km to cover (23.9miles) The
sun is already high
on the Oued El
Aatchana for the
second stage of the
27th Sultan Marathon des Sables. The
race will take the pack to Taourirt Mouchanne. Shortly after the start is the first sand dunes then 9km from the finish is a
testing crossing of a dry lake leading to the finish, which they both completed in style, pushing or being dragged my imaginary lawn mowers. Lets hope the heat is not getting to them …….. and are we sure it is only water they are drinking???
Day 3
A long string of figures fighting against
the wind on dried-up lakes, crossings of
the magnificent djebel Zireg, and the narrow pass of El Maharch: such were the
most striking images of the 3rd leg that
spanned 35km between Taourit Mouchanne and El Maharch. In extreme conditions, the 834 competitors present on
the start line struggled against a strong
wind, heads down, glasses and buffs
firmly set to face the sand storm: an exhausting and trying day.
It was clear our heroes had speeded up
and climbed the rankings too – an hour
quicker than the first day. – tomorrow is
a double marathon day so energy levels
will be important!!!! We’ll see!!
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Day 4
On the start line of the mythical long leg of the 27th Sultan MARATHON DES SABLES, between El Maharch and
djebel el Mraïer, faces were tenser than usual, steps less assured. This 81.5km long stage is much dreaded by all, be
they champions or just enthusiasts. 0845 start and hardly 9km later, the 821 competitors still in the race had to face
the climb of djebel Oftal. At the top, they were rewarded with the most stunning view over wadi Rheris, destined to be
the next obstacle. A moment to be relished before the climb down with a slope factor of nearly 20% (ropes have been
added for the runners’ safety), towards the valley and a river crossing, yet another effort before about 20km of dunes.
Whilst the best, led by Moroccan competitor
Rachid El Morabity, will make it to the finish
line in hardly 7 hours, some will be spending
over 30 hours out on the track. For A&J the
going started well and they tackled the dunes
and tricky rock climbs and descents with a passion. Even tackling the camel grass and taking
the river crossing in their stride. CP3 was
reached in a time that comfortably beat the cut
off disqualification mark and now they had to
decide if it was best to press on, if so how far?
This to be balanced against resting for the night
and speeding off in the morning. In the event it
can be seen they went for the 60Km mark with
the last 30 mins using their head torches. They
should by now have finished their ‘dinner’ of
high value nutty bars and salt tablets and water
to be snuggled down in the sand somewhere in
the Sahara!! Without doubt they will be aching all over.
The stats say it all – it was an exceptionally tough day with at least another 10 dropping out of the race. For A&J I
have little doubt they are gritting their teeth and fighting on as they slowed through the day on some technically challenging dunes and rocks which had to be scaled followed by careful descents., some requiring rope assistance! Some
38+ miles / 60+ km covered !!! A water crossing and tricky boulders had to be overcome too .
It appeared they had finished the day in 212 position, a little back on
yesterday but 30mins either way results in 50 place changes – not that
they are racing of course – Those of you who have spoken to them
will know they simply insist that the aim is to finish and raise as
much money for the disabled children as they possibly can.
Then came the news that astounded all expectations, they had gone
on to finish the entire 50 miles (81.5km) and crossed the line at 23.22
- when nearly all were in bed! (+ 1hr in UK and Portugal made it just
after midnight for us) It seems the regulations have been lost in the
translation somewhere - and of course it is being organised by the
French! (No offence - only joking!!)
An amazing achievement – they pressed on through the darkness and
made it to the finish, some 51 miles, before the pub closed and spent
the rest of the night in a disco!!! The journey was epic ....
The longest stage kept all its promises with a dramatic and unforgettable emotions and images for all. Wednesday and Thursday were
probably the most striking days of this year's edition with the 81.5km long 4th stage, between El Maharch and djebel
El Mraïer. Unforseeable new episode amongst the leaders: last year's winner and so far absolute master of the race,
Rachid El Morabity was forced to withdraw. The stage finished under a violent storm which made the last kilometers
even more epic for some competitors
Currently ranked 220 A&J have now drawn the benefit of fighting through to finish the double marathon by having a
day to treat and rest blisters and get set for tomorrows marathon effort.
Andre reported: Started well for first 24km. Including awesome descent of a huge ridge line, pure sand and 50 degree
slope allowed you to foot-surf down 1km in 2mins. Serious running followed and made good progress. At about 20km I
got sudden pain under one toe and needed quick repairs on a blister. Defended hot hours in the middle of the day including 6km in 30m high sand dunes.
High point - foot surfing down the sand, low point - admitting to myself I needed a doctor to repair the blister and a
finish line that didn't get closer in the dark. No celebration we figured you would be in bed. Today is a rest for those
that have finished, others are still out there ... I now have 8 blisters all repaired, imagine 20 people being treated at a
time in a tent! Everyone has bandaged feet.
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Day 6
In the DESERT:
At 8am. Hygrometry: 53%. Temperature: 15°C At 1pm. Hygrometry: 18%. Temperature: 29°C – this measured in the
shade, + 10 in the sun!! Number of runners on the start line: 800. 4th stage withdrawals: 21 (total: 54)
Strings of dunes, dried-up lakes, wadis, the 5th leg of the Sultan MARATHON DES SABLES served a full menu to the
competitors. 42.2km to get through to get a bit closer to the final goal.
Hardly 200 metres away from the bivouac, the long pack of runners starts on the first string of dunes of the day. It is
doubtlessly the most beautiful kick-off since the beginning of the 27th edition of Sultan MARATHON DES SABLES.
In an idyllic post-card setting, the 800 competitors still in the race ran a classic marathon leg of 42.2km under a bright
sun. Whilst Moroccan competitor Aziz El Akad flew towards his first victory of the week, the rest of the “procession”
was discovering astonishing landscapes of dunes sometimes gorged with water due to Thursday’s storms. Another feast
for the eye was the colour contrasts of the white wadis, the black stones of the dried-up lakes and the pink-orange of the
dunes. At the end of the 42.2km awaited the monumental dunes of Merzouga, the highest dunes in Morocco, which the
competitor will have to cross on Saturday before their final deliverance.
Another 5 runners dropped out today – 795 left to start the final day, from the initial field of 853
Andre & Jim revelled in their line crossing by doing some crazy kind of horse riding manoeuvres – even using an imaginary whip!!! Their absolute glee was clear to see with an especially good pose from Jimbo (James) – Andre seemed
unusually shy in front of the camera, probably to do with that particularly nasty growth on his chin – which in the Royal
Navy requires the CO’s permission before allowing it to grow!!
Here is a nurse – no wonder the boys have grown a few blisters!!
Looking at the CP times today it could be seen that our dynamic duo suffered in the second half and slowed to preserve
their bodies for the final hit tomorrow ............
Day 7 They are off and running --------------------Well they finished in fine style – speeding across the desert for the final 15.5 Km in under 2 hrs and from the glimpses
we have of them at the finish they were in fine fettle. Plenty of smiles.
Andre finished in 216 place out of 791 who finished the event. He had run the course of approximately 150 miles in
37hours 54 minutes
Suffice to say they finished the race with a massive £14165 + Tax in the ‘bank’ = £17,706.25

With more to come that £20k is looking good.

I trust you agree it was all very exciting and at the end
of the day they, Andre & James are in pain but elated
and safe and will soon be making a significant contribution to the welfare of disabled children.
"Whilst all the support has been massive in equal proportions, please forgive me if I make specific mention
of all those people in Portugal who have contributed to
this UK charity -- it certainly makes me feel humble. It
is also a testimony to how people are simply people, no
matter where they come from, when it comes to helping
others and supporting such a good cause - then we are
all in the same TEAM!!"
The last word from Andre: Day 7, 10
miles/16km,35-40 degs. Final day, awesome ... my
rucksack was at its lightest as all the food was eaten and the feet were well bandaged and feeling good. The first CP was
at 6km and was fast and furious as everyone had energy previously untapped; last day surge. The adrenaline for most
quickly settled and we began to recognise the usual 50 or so runners that are around you at your particular speed. The
first CP was quickly on us but we now faced 10km in Morocco s largest sand dunes, some up to 700metres. Fortunately
our route missed the highest but we covered at least 100 rolling sand dunes of various heights, it was seriously tough
and draining but we kept a quick pace on, passing quite a few competitors. after about 1hr 15 mins of dunes the finish
line came into sight and only 5 or so dunes separated us from an epic finish line. I understand the finish line web camera
had crashed for about 20 mins and that you missed our finish. We ran across the line together with our White Ensign
Flag stretched between us and FLY NAVY was written in bold across the middle! Lots of cheers from the crowd and
plenty of Brits hooked into us. As we crossed the line the French Race Director hugged us and put our medals around
our necks ... an awesome moment and an incredible finish just 50 metres from the edge of the sand dunes!! Clearly the
high point needs no mention but the low point was the unimaginable number of dunes covered, I managed to empty half
a dune out of my left shoe and have kept some in a tub as my own unique reminder!! This is the last from me on this
epic challenge, but one made achievable and so satisfying because of the immense support you have all given us. I cant
thank you enough and will be owing beers for a few years to come!!
This report has been compiled from emails sent by Ivor Milne, Andre’s dad plus emails received from Andre himself and
from various sites on the internet.
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May Recycling Dates for
Kingsdon
Wheelie Bin Refuse
Collection Days
Wednesday 9th May
Tuesday 22nd May

Recycling and Food Waste
Collection Days
Tuesday 1st/Wednesday 9th/
Tuesday 15th/ Tuesday 22nd
Tuesday 29th

Oil & Gas Fired Boiler Servicing
Aga & Rayburn
Jon Gaylard
Heat & Electrical Services
55 St. Cleers Orchard, Somerton,
Somerset TA11 6QY
Tel: 01458 273752
Fax: 01458 273299
Mobile: 07768 615401

Babysitting / Child Minding in
Kingsdon
Do you need the services of a Babysitter /
Child Minder? Contact Kelly Osborne at
Delimara, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon, Tel: mobile 07921161088, Home: 01935 840337 or
e-mail kellyosborne@hotmail.co.uk
Kelly works in a school. She has plenty of
experience and is the holder of an up-to date
CRB reference. She is available most evenings, some weekends and school holidays
(apart from the summer).

DC Computer Repair
Alan Hayward

Spyware / Virus removal. Broadband installation. Tuition & Advice No repair, No
charge. Free local collection available 6
days a week Telephone: 01458 272924
Mobile: 07887572418

Herbs, Spices, Curry Kits and NEW cake sprinkles
Over 120 herbs and spices available. From Ajwan Seed to Zahtar (coming soon) and all the
more familiar ones in between.
Stockists for Decorate! cake sprinkles including stars, glitters, glimmers and chocolate toppings.
We are online at www.thebestpossibletaste.co.uk but buy direct from Innes House
(next to Village Hall) for 20-30% less. Spice packets are 60p and curry kits and sprinkles
from £1.60.
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Electrician

Winslow Bassham

17th Edition Inspecting & Testing,
Part P Qualified
Domestic - Commercial - Industrial.
Free Estimates & Advice
37 Kingsdon, Somerton, Somerset,
TA11 7LN
Tel: 01935 840190 mobile:
07786838940
Email: winslow.bassham@gmail.com

OSBORNES

of Kingsdon Ltd
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Our service includes...
Carpet and upholstery, Rugs, Mattresses,
Hard Floors, Domestic and commercial
Tel- mob. 07951 067872 01935 841137 freephone 0800 955 4388
www.somertoncarpetcleaners.co.uk
Delimara, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon,
Somerton, Somerset. TA11 7LL

Plumbing

Andy Hainsworth

Tel: 01458 273391 mobile
07711379351

H&C Building Solutions

Tel 01935 410137 mobile 07758078438
Email: hcbuildingsolutions@aol.co.uk

Plastering - JB Plastering
Jamie Brown
@ 5 Magna Close,
Yeovil. BA21 5RS
Tel: 07525185582

AK Tyre Services

Andrew White @ Bancombe Cour t,
Bancombe Rd. Trading Estate, Somerton. TA11 6SB Tel: 01458 2747800

Firewood For Sale

Kindling £3.00 per bag
Pallet Logs £5.00 per bag or £50 per
load + delivery
Tel Pauline on 07835036865 or Les on
07925327353

Compost
Buy local - Save your fuel - Free local delivery
40 litre Organic Multi-Purpose
£2.50 each or 3 for only £6
10 litre Multi-Purpose £1 each
40 litre Multi Purpose £3 each
30 litre Ericaceous £3 each
30 litre Rose, Tree & Shrub Compost £3 each

70 litre Ornamental Bark £5.99 each, 2 for £10
33 litre Full size Grow Bags £1.50 each, 4 for £5
40 litre Horse Manure Compost £2.50, 3 for £6
Why struggle with heavy bags,
let Paul take the strain.

Contact Paul Attwell Tel 07523739789
(leave a message|)
Orders also taken by Angela at Kingsdon Stores
Visit Paul’s new shop ‘Bargain Basement’ in West
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Kingsdon Parish Councillors and their Specific Topics
Tony Masters: Chair man - Jacaranda, Lotment Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LG Tel 01935 840801
Email: armasters@btinternet.com
Angela Saunders: Vice-Chairman - Chatsworth, Top Street, Kingsdon, TA11 7JU Tel 01935 840130
Email: angiesaunders@btinternet.com
Mel Clode: Dog fouling and r elated items, Litter , Gr affiti, Fly tipping, Fly posting, Damaged bins & Abandoned vehicles
and related items - 3 Underwood Rd, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ Tel 01935 840293 Email: melclode273@btinternet.com
Antony Colton: Highways - 30 Underwood Road, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ Tel 07894954449 Email: antmaria50@gmail.com
Richard Hollaway: Village Hall & facilities, Village Field - Kingsdon Court, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LB
Tel 01935 840628 Email: richard.hollaway@tiscali.co.uk
Dave Morris: Footpaths & Tr ees - Stithians Cottage, North Town, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ.
Elaine Owen: Community Centr e- Innes House, Lower Road, Kingsdon, TA11 7LL Tel 01 935 841120
Email: owen.somerset@btinternet.com
John Calvert Distr ict Councillor (Nor thstone War d) Peacock Cottage, High St. Queen Camel. BA22 7NQ
Tel 01935 850458 Email: john.calvert@southsomerset.gov.uk
Jimmy Zouche (The Lor d Zouche) County Councillor (Somer ton Division) The Abbey, Char lton Adam, Somer ton,
Somerset. TA11 7BE Tel 01458 223363 Email: jimmyzouche@hotmail.com
David Heath MP Constituency Office - 14 Catherine Hill, Frome, Somerset, BA11 1BZ Tel: 01373 473618
Fax: 01373 455152 Claire Hudson: head of office - email: hudsoncl@parliament.uk
Sally Smith Cler k to Kingsdon Par ish Council, The Old Coach House, Top Str eet, Kingsdon..
TA11 7JU Tel 01935 842094 Mobile 07729 301207 Email sally@tradewindspr.co.uk

Planning

Application No: 12/01377/TCA
Type of application: Tr ee(s) in Conser vation Ar ea
Proposal: Notification of intent to fell a Pear tr ee within a conser vation ar ea (GR: 351687/126248
Address: Oak Cottage, Top Str eet, Kingsdon, Somer ton, Somer set, TA11 7JU.
Status: Pending Consider ation
Application No. 08/01550/FUL
Date Received 1st Apr il 2008
Proposal: Pr oposed visitor centr e, indoor ar ena, cr ew yar d, isolation stables, hay bar n and hor se walker together with access road, car parking and improvement to Brincil Hill. GR (351191/125768)
Address: Glenda Spooner Far m , Br incil Hill, Kingsdon, Somer ton, Somer set TA11 7LA
Status: The Area East Committee r esolved to appr ove the application subject to the pr ior signing of two
agreements.

DRAFT Minutes of The Kingsdon Annual Parish Meeting
held on Thursday 12th April 2012 in the village Hall at 7pm
Present: Mr A Master s (Chair man); R. Hollaway, D. Mor r is, M. Clode, A. Colton and Mr s A Saunder s
(Parish Councillors); Mr J Calvert (District Councillor); Mr J Zouche (County Councillor); Mrs S Smith (Parish
Clerk) plus 22 parishioners.
Apologies: Mr s E Owen (Par ish Councillor ).
The minutes of the previous Annual Parish meeting held on April 15th 2011 were read, agreed and signed. There were
no matters arising from the minutes.
The Chairman, Mr A Masters, gave the following report:
Publication of council activities used to be hand written and displayed on our notice board which very often was misted over, much to parishioners’ irritation. Nowadays they are published in the Chronicle and they will soon also be on
our website that is being set-up.
Elaine Owen and Antony Colton have been co-opted onto the council, filling the two vacancies.
The precept for 2011 to 2012 was £5000. £400 was granted to the church for the maintenance of the graveyard. Richard Hollaway has negotiated insurance with Zurich at £412 representing better value than we had before.
All 31 allotments have been let for £217 for the forthcoming year. Regarding snow clearance, a farmer is being approached to clear local roads using a snow blade on his tractor. Three additional grit bins have been installed.
The state of road surfaces with pot holes has been brought to the notice of County Highways. Attempts are being
made to discourage people from driving and parking on grass verges throughout the village.
Wally Elliot does a great job in mowing the recreation field making it look so tidy. He also carries out
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safety checks on the children’s play equipment.
A sub-committee has been set up to establish whether the parish can obtain ownership of the school and school field
from SCC for the benefit of the community.
In accordance with the Government Localism Bill, the Village Parish Plan has been devised in consultation with our
community. It now goes before Planning for ratification.
Various planning applications have been reviewed. The Glenda Spooner farm application has been resolved.
A planning application for the development of the Manor has not yet been received although the developer has displayed his plans at a presentation in the village hall.
Report from Cllr. Jimmy Zouche, Somerton and Northstone Division:
It has been another difficult year financially for the County Council. The main source or our income comes from central government grants which have been cut by nearly 30%; sadly we are paying for past profligacy and failure to regulate a small number of irresponsible bankers.
The previous council borrowed more than £350 million; these debts have to be serviced at a cost of £35 million a year
which equates to £100,000 a day. We have now broken the previous administration’s habit of borrowing money. This
year, for the first time in a generation, we will start to reduce the council’s longstanding debt. This in turn will free up
money which can in time be spent on essential services.
The number of people working for the council has reduced by more than a quarter. New ways of working by those
remaining will be making significant improvements in productivity. Every area of the council’s work is currently under review. In future the SCC will be a smaller and more efficient authority to carry out statutory and essential services. Some difficult decisions will have to be made which may be unpopular and some may even be challenged. I
passionately believe our first priority must be to safeguard the interests of the most vulnerable in our society.
It is not all doom and gloom; there is the prospect of thousands of new jobs at Hinkley Point where there is likely to be
a new nuclear power station. In Bridgwater there are new jobs at the Morrison’s distribution centre. Mulberry is expanding and two new state-of-the-art schools will open this year as well as improvements/renovations to existing
schools through the County.
The County’s roads are in better condition than they have been for years. We are leading the initiative to improve the
A303 as the main spine route into the South West peninsular. Somerset County Council is at the forefront of the project to bring High Speed Broadband to all the South West, most particularly to our rural areas.
There is still so much to be done and much to lose if this is not achieved but we are turning the corner and are working
our way back to a more sustainable future.
Thank you all for your continuing support.
Report by District Councillor John Calvert:
The Glenda Spooner Farm has been of major concern to villagers and while the results did not go the way everyone
wanted, there were some useful conditions included in the approval. These included the fact that all conferences held
at the site must by equine related.
The development of Kingsdon Manor is progressing and I am hopeful to obtain some more information by the end of
the month, but I quite like what I have seen so far and am hopeful that it will end up being a positive addition to the
village.
The District Council is finding things challenging in this new regime of austerity and looking at many ways to make
the required savings. Every aspect is under examination, for example the Octagon Theatre in Yeovil could be turned
into a trust which would make huge savings for the Council.
There are two major items coming up with may cause some debate. These are:
1. The core strategy plan for the area. The number of houses to be built before 2028 currently stands at 16,000 and
includes a new centre near East Coker. Other development areas identified include Chard, Castle Cary and Wincanton.
2. Community Infrastructure. This covers schools, libraries and theatres and funding now could come from a levy on
building developments, i.e. an infrastructure levy. The amounts being suggested seem very high and at the moment it
is only a proposal.
Village Hall Report by Martin Singleton.
The Management Committee met twice last year to ensure the smooth running of the village hall on behalf of
Kingsdon Parish Council. At the AGM, which was held on the 27th May, thanks were expressed to the retiring members, Ann Leahy who had served for 20 years, also to Jeane Toole and Sir Donald Limon who both served for 11
years.
Two new members were elected to the committee, David Thomson as Hon. Secretary and Ian Dibben as Assistant
Treasurer, with a view to taking over as Hon. Treasure from Mike Winsor in 2012. Martin Singleton who has been
both Active Chairman and Hon. Secretary for a number of years agreed to remain as Chairman for a further year but
after 14 years on the committee, stated that he would not be standing for re-election at the AGM in May 2012.
The hall continues to be used regularly by the following organizations: Charlton Short Mat Bowls Club, Table Tennis,
Kingsdon Ladies Club, Kingsdon Seniors Club, the Art Club, Yeovil District Canine Society, the Practical Page
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Group, All Saints Church, The National Trust and Kingsdon Parish Council. From September for various reasons Tai
Chi and Scottish Country Dancing no longer held their classes at Kingsdon. Due to the closure of the village school,
the hall was no longer required for the Annual Christmas Play. However, despite this, the hall was used on 336 occasions.
During the summer months, with the aid of some villagers, the outside walls of the hall were repainted. The windows
and sills remain to be done. New fire doors were fitted to replace the doors on the stage and in the main hall. They
have blended in well and reduced the drafts. A new double glazed window was also fitted in the kitchen to improve
the insulation and ventilation. The heating element fitted under the sink last year appears to have worked well preventing the water pipes from freezing. The outside notice board has been renewed. Belinda Moger, on occasions assisted
by her parent, continued to clean the hall.
The hall continues to be zero rated for Council Tax and remained licensed for music by the Performing Rights Society.
Bristol Fire carried out their annual service on the 7th February.
The Annual General Meeting is to be held on Friday 25th May 2012 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. Anyone interested
in joining the committee please contact a committee member.
Village School Report by Angela Saunders
The school as everyone knows closed last year and 99% of the pupils were transferred to the school in Charlton
Mackrell.
It is good to report that they have all settled in very well. After the campaigning from Kingsdon, there was a successful outcome and free transport for children from our village to the school has finally been agreed. Thanks should be
given to everyone who helped fight for this.
Kingsdon Chronicle report by Wally Elliott:
Since my last report the Chronicle has continued to be published monthly without fail, as it has since the first issue
published on 15th October 2007.
All printing and paper costs have been met by voluntary contributions from some very generous people to whom I am
indebted. At the 2011 November meeting of the Parish Council it was agreed to make an annual contribution of £100
towards the publication of the Chronicle.
I continue to have assistance with proof reading from Sir Donald Limon, help with delivery from Penny Simpson and
Jane Lockhart, and last but not least Marilyn, my assistant editor, who has the worst job of all in collating and stapling
the thousands of pages each month. We have, at great expense, bought an electric stapler that cost £162 to make the
job a wee bit easier for her.
There is one cost that I had never considered since the Chronicle started. That is how much electricity a laser printer
uses. The user manual gives the power consumption as 1.3kW!
With the Parish Council’s co-operation, the printing cost is now VAT free which has resulted in a printing saving of
20%.
The printing cost for 2011 was £657.01, A4 paper cost £120.40. Total production cost was £777.41.
At the beginning of this year the Chronicle account was £700 in credit. At present the fund stands at £495.71, a deficit
for the year to-date of £204.59.
I would hope to be able to maintain a reserve of about £500 for emergencies in case of equipment failure.
If anyone wishes to make a contribution towards the cost of producing the Chronicle please send your donation to
Wally Elliott at 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. Cheques payable to: The Kingsdon Chronicle
Neighbourhood Watch Report from Martin Singleton, Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator
Since last year’s report to the Parish Council I am only aware of the theft of domestic oil from the rear garden of a cottage situated in Chapel Hill and fruit from the shop garden.
PCSO Fiona Wilson continues to cover Kingsdon from Wincanton.
Avon & Somerset still send information to Neighbourhood Watch contacts and this has been displayed when appropriate in the Post Office and/or circulated to residents. The Kingsdon Chronicle and emails have also been used to circulate relevant information to residents, for which we thank Wally Elliott. Anyone who does not yet receive such emails
and wishes to do so should ask Wally to add them to his list.
My thanks also go to the area contacts around the village and especially to Kelvin Smith for the years that he has been
the contact in the Underwood Road Area and to Mel Clode for taking over his responsibilities. The Park Farm development has created a new area with seven additional residences for which I am the contact.
Remember, if you have information about any crime, phone the police on 101 or you can call anonymously to the independent charity CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555111. For general information about Neighbourhood Watch nationally
there is a website www.ourwatch.org.uk
Kingsdon Cricket Club report by Wally Elliott:
2012 promises to be a landmark year for the club. It is hoped that by July we will at last have our own proper pavilion.
Commencement on the project was delayed by our application for a grant from Viridor, who insisted that until the apPage 19

plication was finalised, no work could start.
As could be seen in the last Chronicle, ground work is underway and the structure is nearing completion at Andy and
Janet Dale’s farm near Tiverton from where it will be brought to Kingsdon in sections ready for assembly on site.
The new season starts on 22nd April, our first home game being on 6th May.
Once the pavilion is up and running, visitors will be most welcome to come along to home matches and enjoy the club’s
hospitality and the attractive ground.
There is an open invitation to everyone to become a member of the club, either as a player, vice-president, tea lady or
supporter.
Kingsdon Jubilee Fund report by Wally Elliott:
It is only seven weeks till the commencement of Kingsdon’s celebrations for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.
The programme of events is complete and a copy is due to be circulated to all households later this month.
The latest financial position is that after all commitments are taken into consideration the fund is showing a shortfall of
£453. This is slowly reducing as tickets are bought. The shortfall includes £1,000 reserved for items such as Bar and
BBQ stock
It would be a great help if all those people who say they are coming would please buy their tickets so I have a more precise idea of where I stand financially.
Everyone is invited to the Tea Party. To help the ladies who are organising this event, would you please let us know if
you are coming, by filling in the acceptance slips in the back of the Chronicle? A small donation, and I stress SMALL,
towards food costs, would be appreciated.
Financial Report by the Parish Clerk, Sally Smith:
The books for the Financial Year until the end of March 2012 have still to be finally completed but the pattern of income and expenditure was very much in line with the previous year. Anticipation of expenditure had been accurate and
the finances of the Parish Council are in a healthy state. However, with costs going up everywhere and with the County
and District Councils curtailing certain activities, it is more important than ever to ensure there are adequate funds to
cope with sudden unexpected funding requirements.
As of Thursday April 12th the balances for the three accounts of the Kingsdon Parish Council were:
A/C 53247953 £1,122 84p
A/C 70554340 £271. 17p
A/C 30340251 £4,717 72p.
This totals £6,111. 73p. The balance at this time last year was a total of £6,676. 28p.
The precept for 2012 of £5,500 had yet to be received from the Council and the funding of certain VAT payments was
also still to come in.
Other business:
The question of cars speeding through the village was raised and there was considerable discussion on various ideas
including signage to try and reduce the risk to villagers and especially to village children.
Antony Colton said he had been in correspondence with the Highways Department and read out a response letter relating to speed limits in the village. He said he had met Colin Fletcher (Area Traffic Engineer South) who is in charge of
road calming issues for the Council, and they walked around the village. The painting of yellow lines and slow signs on
the roads has been agreed and should be done shortly on Allotment hill. It will be assessed what impact this has on
helping reduce the speed of vehicles in the village before introducing it to other areas of the village. It was confirmed
that the Kingsdon signage did include a Please Drive Carefully message.
There was comment on the top of Pitts Lane and problems with drainage. Cllr Jimmy Zouche said he will find out who
to talk to in order to resolve the problem.
A villager brought up the problem of increases dogs faeces in the village. A replacement bin is on order for Underwood
Road. However, no additional bins can be put up around the village because the Council will not agree to collect from
any further sites.
Mel Clode agreed to draft some copy for the Chronicle.
A parishioner brought up the problems of faster broadband for the village and there was some talk about BT’s lack of
willingness to upgrade the Ilchester exchange, evidently one of the oldest in the country. The Parish Clerk agreed to
write to BT on behalf of Kingsdon Parish Council stating serious concern over the problems with broadband in the village. Forms were available at the back of the Village Hall for people to join in a Somerset wide campaign for faster
broadband speeds.
There being no further business, the meeting ended at 8pm.
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To All Dog Owners
We have received numerous complaints with regard to dogs fouling in our village. In some cases this includes peoples
gardens. This is clearly unacceptable and unnecessary. Most dog owners are responsible but a few allow their animals
to parade off lead on the highway and as a result put road users at risk along with their dogs. We are fortunate that we
have plenty of bridleways and foot paths where dogs may be exercised providing they do not interfere with livestock.
Dog owners are requested to keep their dogs under control at all times. Dogs should have both a collar and a tag at all
times.
The missing dog litter bin in Underwood Road will shortly be replaced, meanwhile please take your dogs faeces home
rather than leave it on the verges. Below is listed the new Laws as imposed by SSDC.
The Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005
The Dogs on Leads by Direction (Specified land within the administrative area of South Somerset) Order [2011]
South Somerset District Council has made an Order under the above Act, whereby a dog must be put and kept on a lead when an
authorised officer of the council has directed. The Order applies to land (as specified below) throughout the administrative
area of South Somerset District Council, subject to the statutory applications and exemptions.
From the 01 July 2011 a person in charge of a dog, who without reasonable excuse, fails to comply with this Order, commits an
offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard scale.

This Order will apply to the following land:
1. Land owned by or controlled by South Somerset District Council.
2. Land owned by or controlled by any Town or Parish Councils within the administrative area of South Somerset District Council.
3. Highway Land (as defined in the Highways Act 1980) in Somerset County Council’s ownership, to include any road carriageway, footpath, bridleway, cycle track, footbridge, pedestrian subway or underpass and any adjoining verges.
From the 01 July 2011 a person who being in charge of a dog, without reasonable excuse, does not remove faeces deposited by the
dog at any time, commits an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the standard
scale.

This Order will apply to the following land:
1. Land owned by or controlled by South Somerset District Council.
2. Land owned by or controlled by any Town or Parish Councils within the administrative area of South Somerset District Council.
3. Highway Land (as defined in the Highways Act 1980) in Somerset County Council’s ownership, to include any road carriageway, footpath, bridleway, cycle track, footbridge, pedestrian subway or underpass and any adjoining
verges.
4. Land owned or controlled by Recreational Ground Charities within the South Somerset District Council administrative area.

Kingsdon Parish Council

Kingsdon Village Hall
Annual General Meeting
Friday 25th May at 7.30pm in the Village Hall
If you are interested in being nominated to serve
on the committee please inform the secretary David Thomson on 01935 841453 by Monday 21st
May 20112

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Agenda
Introduction by the Chairman.
Minutes of AGM held on 27 May 2011
Matters arising.
The Secretary’s Review
The Treasurer’s Report
Chairman’s Assessment
Question time.
Election of Officers
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All Saints Church

Priest in Charge
Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029 (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other occasional services)
Assistant Priest
Curate
Revd Wendy Griffith Tel 01458 224087
Revd Bruce Faulkner Tel 01458 270902
Church Wardens
David Beswick. Tel 01935 840795
Parochial Church Council
Secretary Nicholas J. Allan Tel 01935 840878
Treasurer Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692
Tower Captain
Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344

Church Services for May
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

6th
13th
20th
27th

11am
10am
11am
9.30am

Family Service
Benefice Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

Church Rotas for May
6pm Evensong

Brass:
Jenny Bassham
Flowers:
Lynne Davies & Bel Allen

Kingsdon Village Hall

For all information (except bookings) contact: - Martin Singleton, Mountsandel Lodge, Mow Barton Rd. Kingsdon. TA11 7LG
Tel. 01935 841162
For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk
Short Mat Bowls
Table Tennis Club
Yeovil District Canine Soc.
Art Club
Band Practice
Ladies Club
Parish Council meeting
Jubilee Rosette Makers
Practical Study Group
Private Function
Seniors Club
Village Hall AGM

Bookings for May 2012

Mondays 7pm - 9pm, Tuesdays 10am - 12noon
Tuesdays at 7.30pm (not 8th)
Wednesdays at 8pm and ever y Fr iday 2pm - 4pm as from 11th
Thur sdays 10am - 12 (Term time)
Sundays at 5pm (not 20th)
Tuesday 8th 7pm
Thur sday 10th 7pm
Satur day 12th 10.30am - 12 noon
Wednesday 16th 10am - 3pm
Sunday 20th 4pm - 7pm
Wednesday 23r d at 3pm
Fr iday 25th 7.30pm

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club

The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings (apart from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between 7.30pm
and 9.30pm. If you are interested then please contact Shirley or Martin Singleton on 841162 or just come along.

Secretary: Mar ilyn ElPresident: Wally ElChairman: Ian Bir r ell,
Sunday 6th
Sunday 13th
Sunday 20th

Kingsdon Cricket Club

liott )
4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somerton, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
liott )
Water smeet, Huish Episcopi, Langpor t TA10 9HE Tel 01458 250246

Fixtures for May

2pm
Home to Pitney
2.30pm Away to Dinder
2.30pm Home to Ditcheat

Kingsdon Seniors Club

The Seniors Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of
the month at 3pm in the Village Hall. New members are always welcome.
For information contact Club Secretary Marilyn
Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon.
Tel 01935 841444

Kingsdon Ladies Club

The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. New members and visitors are always welcome.
For information contact Club President Lynne Davies, Holly House, Frog
Lane, Kingsdon. TA11 7LL Tel 01935 840660 or
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11 7LB
Tel 01935 840344

The Kingsdon Chronicle

The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation.
The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers. Name and address must be supplied but may be withheld
from publication on request.. The Kingsdon Chronicle reserves the right to edit items for publication.
Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views of The Kingsdon Chronicle
production team.
Editor: Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444, Mobile 07990673935,
email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com
http:www.ukvillages.co.uk/UserNews/39269/The+Kingsdon+Chronicle
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Tea Party Registration Form

I / We wish to book our seats for the tea party.
I enclose a small voluntary contribution to cover the cost of our tea
Name
Address
Names of Adults attending
Names of children attending
Please state any dietary requests or birthdays

Please return this form with your voluntary contribution in an envelope marked ‘TEA PARTY ‘ to
Kingsdon Stores or 4 Manor Close.

Scarecrow Competition entry form
I / We wish to participate in the Kingsdon Scarecrow competition.
Names
Address
My/Our Scarecrow will be on display at (Location/ address where the scarecrow can be seen by the
judges if different from above)
Admission to the contest is free. There is no limit as to the number of scarecrows made and displayed by each participating household. Scarecrows should be available for judging from 10am to
6pm on Sunday 3rd June 2012.
Please leave your entry form in an envelope marked ‘SCARECROW’ at Kingsdon Stores or to
Winslow and Jennie Bassham, Barton Wood, 37 Kingsdon by noon on 26th May.
If your family is entering more than one scarecrow, please have each scarecrow clearly numbered
for the judges to see.
The winner will be announced at the Tea Party on Tuesday 5th June.

