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A Date for your Diary - Everyone invited

Kingsdon Annual Village Meeting (Annual Parish Meeting).
7pm on Thursday April 12th 2012 in the Kingsdon Village Hall.

Common Sense Prevails

School Route for Kingsdon Children walking to Charlton School
Declared Unsafe by Appeal Panel
Read the full story on page 2

Congratulations to Rev Bruce Faulkner
It has been announced that our Curate, Rev Bruce Faulkner, has been appointed as
the new priest in charge for the Parish of Ilchester .
Bruce has been a fantastic supporter of all things Kingsdon. He worked tirelessly in
an attempt to save our school and has been an inspiration in all that he has done for
the village. His humour, friendly disposition and presence will be sorely missed by
all of us here and the Parish of Ilchester are very lucky indeed to be having such a
capable person in Bruce as their new priest.

Palm Sunday Walk

Easter Eve Songs of Praise
- 7th April
There will be a special Easter Eve
songs of Praise on Saturday 7th
April at 6pm

Children are asked to persuade their
parents to come along and join in the
Palm Sunday walk commencing outside Kingsdon Stores at 10.45am on
1st April..
The more energetic members of All
Saints Church will walk the village
playing tambourines, drums, whistles
and trumpets proclaiming the arrival
of Jesus.

Kingsdon’s Good Friday Walk in the Woods

The Annual Good Friday walk in the woods is on again this year courtesy of David & Alison Hicks.
If you wish to participate, then meet up the lane at 10.30 am on 6th April. If you are new to this event then just follow
the crowd up the lane towards the woods.
Stout walking shoes or wellies and good outdoor clothing are prerequisites. You may bring your dog but it MUST be
kept on a lead at all times. Childr en MUST be accompanied by an adult thr oughout the walk, but need not be
on a lead!
They hope this year to have a fairer way for children finding the small donated eggs hidden in the woods. Small dummy eggs have been made during the winter months (thank you ladies). They will be hidden in the woods as usual for
the children to find, and then exchanged for real ones on a one for one basis (only 2 per child). We hope this will stop
some youngsters helping themselves before the day starts. The dummy eggs (not very tasty!) will be easy to see. We
hope villagers will be kind and donate eggs and hot-cross buns as normal, and come along and enjoy a walk through
the woods and a chatter with good company. All proceeds will be for St. Margaret’s Hospice. Items may be left at the
Kingsdon Stores or contact Babs on 841811.
Thank you Babs, David & Alison

An Invitation to Kingsdon Annual Village Meeting
(Annual Parish Meeting).
7pm on Thursday April 12th 2012 in the Kingsdon Village Hall.
This meeting is NOT a normal Parish Council meeting. Instead, this meeting is planned for everyone in the village to get
together to discuss any topics of local interest. This could be ideas that you have that might benefit the village, or problems that you think need resolving.
The meeting is designed to be informal and friendly and there will be reports from village organisations on activities that
have been going on in the village.
We do hope as many villagers as possible will be able to attend.
If you have anything you specifically would like to raise at the meeting, then do please let me know and I will put it on
the agenda.
However, you are also able to raise subjects at the meeting without pre-notice.

Draft Agenda

Chairman’s Report – Mr T Masters
District Councillor’s Report – Cllr J Calvert
County Councillor’s Report – Cllr J Zouche
Village Hall Report – Mr M Singleton
Kingsdon Village School Report – Mrs A Saunders
Kingsdon Chronicle Report, Kingsdon Cricket Club Report & Kingsdon Jubilee Fund – Mr W Elliott
Neighbourhood Watch Report – Mr M Singleton –
Kingsdon Parish Financial Overview – The Clerk

This agenda is at the discretion of the Council and is subject to change

Appeal for Route from Kingsdon Village to Charlton Mackrell Primary School
On Wednesday 28th March 2012, three County Councillors from Somerset County Council were due to walk the route
from Kingsdon village to Charlton Mackrell Primary School, following an appeal from parents, Kingsdon villagers,
school governors, Councillor Jimmy Zouche and even David Heath MP.
Back in January 2011 a Road Safety Officer walked the route and concluded “that the route did not present any undesirable features that would make it unfeasible to walk accompanied” and had only seen one vehicle pass him.
Parents and villagers of both villages were astounded at this statement and wrote letters of appeal, resulting in Wednesday’s appeal hearing.
The appeal hearing was attended by the three County Councillors who had reassessed the route, one of whom, Elaine
Waymouth, acted as chair for the meeting. Also present were two members of the LEA and Neil Milne, Senior Community Governance Officer for Somerset County Council.
Also in attendance were County Councillor Jimmy Zouche, Tony Masters, Chair of Kingsdon Parish Council, Dr. Jo
Nicholl, Parent Governor and G.P. Parent Penny Simpson who was the named Appellant, and eight other Kingsdon
parishioners who had made written protests.
After the chair had outlined the procedure, the LEA member gave the legal position of the appeal. The chair then invited Penny Simpson, Tony Masters and Pat Leahy to put forward the arguments against the route being safe.
The 60mph speed limit, poor visibility, no pavements or step-offs, no lighting, volume of traffic, pinch-points, occasional flooding etc. were all put forward and discussed.
The three Councillors should then have sent us home and come to a decision in private, writing to us within 7 days. But
for the first time ever, they decided to let us know their decision there and then …. But the county councillors did not
actually walk the route; they drove it 4 times and decided it was too dangerous for them to walk it, let alone children. So
they agreed to provide free transport for all the children living in Kingsdon who attend Charlton Mackrell Primary
School. This will hopefully start straight after the Easter holidays.
It was great to see common sense win.
So I would like to say a very big THANK YOU to everyone who helped us – by writing letters of appeal, by coming to
the appeal hearing and showing how passionately you feel about the safety of our children … and by adding to traffic
volumes!!
Your help with this is very much appreciated – we couldn’t have done it without you.

Penny Simpson
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News from Andre in Portugal (14th March)

Hello once more,
So in less than 1 months time I will be running 6 marathons in the Sahara Desert with an old school friend and work colleague James Birchall!
Fortunately the bulk of training is done and we must now make sure the final preparations allow our bodies to recover
fully before hammering them in temperatures up to 50 degrees whilst carrying 6 days worth of light weight supplies
(total about 12Kgs). For me I completed my final marathon in training on Friday and have to say it was a real highlight
whilst contributing to our chosen charity, the
Children’s Trust.
I completed 42 x 1km laps inside my daughter’s
school in Portugal and raised over 1200 Euros
with the figure still rising, it was a whole school
effort from nearly 650 pupils and the money
was raised during the 3hrs 45 mins I was running (3 photos attached). From the start I knew
it was going to be special when about 30 four/
five year olds counted me down and shouted
‘GO’. My rucksack was a touch over 8Kgs, so a
little more pain to look forward to next month
in weight terms, but all in it felt pretty good.
The muscles that ached the most were in my
face with all the smiling, it was incredible and I
ran on a wave of highly charged and genuine
support for our cause, I think I will never take
part in a sporting event that will match the feelings I had during this event.
Although I was the lucky one that caught their fantastic praise whilst looking like the Pied Piper (whole classes ran
laps), their support extended beyond me and indeed international borders, as they heavily supported our UK charity
through generous donations. Awesome affinity towards our charity that specializes in helping children with acquired
brain injuries.
Aside from the donations my personal high point was seeing my daughter’s whole year group (70 x 6yr olds) with flags
and charity advertising cheering me down a funnel of children twice on the 1km lap for about 20 mins around the half
marathon point … awesome and something I will remember for a long time.
As you can probably tell I was pretty overwhelmed at the most sincere support I received. Luckily this was topped off
yesterday when I had an opportunity to thank about 300 of the secondary school during an assembly and I reminded
them of the real value of their donation by talking about one child in particular who is under the care of the Children’s
Trust. His name is Ollie and as a 2 yr old chocked on a grape, within 2 hours he had become unresponsive, could not
walk, eat, sit-up or even see, he had suffered a brain injury from lack of oxygen. This is just one child of the 5000 brain
injuries that occur each year in the UK. Today the Children’s Trust has helped him to re-learn some of the essential elements of life and his cheerful character is re-emerging day by day…
if you are able, please help our cause … http://www.justgiving.com/DesertMarathon2012
Thank you so much for your time and support so far,
Andre.
If any Chronicle reader would like to support Andre in his fund raising quest, donations may be forwarded through the
Chronicle by sending them to Wally at 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, who will then forward your donation to the Charity.
Receipts will be issued.

Stone for disposal

Glenda Spooner Farm

Ruth Whittle

Following the repairs to the wall
at the bottom of the village field
there is a quantity of stone left
over which is available to any
one who has a use for it and can
collect it. in person It is piled
near the bottom gate.
Please help yourselves

The planning application No.
08/01550/FUL for the development of
Glenda Spooner Farm that was on the
agenda for Area East Committee meeting of South Somerset District Council
on 14th March has been postponed till
the meeting on 11th April in order for a
site visit to be carried out.

A funeral service was held at Yeovil Crematorium on Friday 9th March for Ruth
Whittle, formerly of Heron View, Underwood Road, Kingsdon, Ruth had died on
21st February at Ivelhurst Nursing Home,
Yeovil.
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Kingsdon's Celebrations for the Queens Diamond Jubilee

It has been over 3 years in the planning but now in only 2 months time our celebrations to mark the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee will be in full swing. Residents are asked to buy their tickets for the concert and dance early so as to avoid disappointment, numbers are strictly limited.

Pre-Concert Supper

The Kingsdon Inn will be opening early at 6pm on Saturday 2nd June for concert goers to take the opportunity of having supper before attending the concert. Phone 01935 840543 to book your early table

Tuesday 5th June The Kingsdon Jubilee Tea Party
With Magician Extraordinary - Brian Hellyar
Full of energy, lots of laughs and good clean magic entertainment for all the family Brian will ensure our tea party is both special and memorable.
Close up magic is a very special way to add a bit of fun and entertainment to any type of
function. Unlike any other form of entertainment, magic can be done practically anywhere and under any conditions. Brian will amaze and entertain you with a unique form
of entertainment that suits all ages. Remember how special a party was when you were
younger? Join in the fun. Brian will enchant the kids with classic tricks such as rocky
racoon, magic colouring book, balloon sculptures, bake a cake and washing machine routines and much, much more.
Important Notice for all parents.
Brian is a member of Equity.
Has full public liability insurance and is CRB Checked
The Jubilee Tea will be provided by the Kingsdon Ladies

To book your seats for the Tea Party please complete the entry
form on page 19

Diamond Jubilee Scarecrow Competition
We invite you to create and display unique Scarecrows for the Diamond Jubilee.
Use your wildest imagination!
They can be any size, fun, whimsical, themed and creative.
Please display outside where it can be visible from the road or footpath.
Return your entry form by 26th May to:
Winslow and Jennie Bassham, Barton Wood, 37 Kingsdon
HAVE FUN!
See page 19 for entry form
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Poetry Competition
Poems for the Jubilee
The Kingsdon Chronicle invites all it’s
readers, young or old, to compose a Jubilee
Poem. All poems submitted will be published in the Chronicle at the end of May.
The inspiration for this comes form Irene
Attwell who’s poem ’Our Queen’ is published below.
It was Irene Attwell's husband Joe, who
chaired the committee organising the Coronation celebrations in Kingsdon . Irene
will be the judge of the poetry competition.

Our Queen

By Irene Attwell
This is the year of Jubilee !
It calls for celebration;
Let Cities, Towns and Villages
Show their appreciation.
Our Queen, so young to make that vow
Of total dedication
To forego fun, and live a life
Devoted to a Nation
Forgetting self – her people’s needs
Foremost, for sixty years;
Always a smile upon her face
To hide her inner tears.
“God save our Queen” is what we say;
Long may she o’er us reign;
An inspiration to us all
For ever She’ll remain

Happy 80th Birthday
Congratulations to Margaret Hill on her
80th Birthday on Friday 16th March

BABCARY RACES
by Peter Crowter
Our cattle lorry driver always worked on Saturday,
Because t’was Taunton market and we went there come what may.
Bob picked up all the cows and sheep where ever he was told,
And took them to the market where they waited to be sold.
Farmer always went as well and young Frank drove his dad,
They liked to go and see first-hand if trade was good or bad.
The point-to-point at Babcary, an annual event,
Was always on a Saturday and all the farmers went.
And so to Taunton market, well we didn’t want to go,
If someone rang for transport then t’would really be a blow.
A man from Charlton rang to say he had a calf to send,
Said Farmer ‘Cyril can it wait, t’would help us out my friend?’
And so it came to race day and no lorry work was booked,
Bob was whistling in the yard a happy man he looked.
Now it just so happened that the day was April one,
I sneaked off to a phone box cause I thought I’d have some fun.
I rang the farm said, ‘Jim here Frank, I hope t’will be OK,
I’ve got 3 cows for Taunton that I want to go today.’
‘There’s nothing booked for Taunton Jim, the lorry’s in the shed,
We all thought we’d go along to Babcary instead’.
I said, ‘Oh well I’ll have to ring another haulage firm’.
Jim’s a friend & customer so that will make him squirm.
‘Don’t do that’ said Farmer with obvious dismay,
‘I’ll send Bob to fetch them he’ll be with you right away.
When I got back into the yard the atmosphere was fraught,
And well to put it mildly Bob was thoroughly distraught.
‘What’s up then Bob?’ I said to him as if I didn’t know.
He was filling up his lorry and his face was all aglow.
‘Jim Whitehead rang, he’s got some cows for Taunton to be hauled.’
I won’t repeat what Bob said next ‘cause you would be appalled.
Just then young Frank came from the house while I tried not to laugh.
‘You’ll have to go to Charlton first and pick up Cyril’s calf’.
The game was up I realised now I would have to confess,
If Bob picked up old Cyril’s calf t’would all be quite a mess.
I said, ‘It’s April Fools today Jim’s got no cows to sell’.
Frank said, ‘Oh yes he has I know ‘cause he gave dad a bell’.
‘It wasn’t Jim who phoned your dad I must own up t’was me’.
‘Well, bugger me!’ said Bob and was beside himself with glee.
Frank went indoors to tell his dad I wish I’d seen their faces,
My only hope was they’d be pleased they could go to the races.
I went indoors to get my pay how would they treat this caper?
Inside my packet two pound notes both hiding bits of paper.

Responsible, cheerful 20 year old university student available from 1st
April for 3 weeks (excluding 11th-14th) for:

Babysitting
Reasonable rates

Dog walking
CONTACT:

Ironing
Jenny Owen, Innes House

Gardening
Tel 01935 841120

House sitting etc.
All your family and friends send their conPage 4
gratulations.

Ever wondered what the difference between Grannies and
Granddads is?
A 5 year old granddaughter is taken to school daily by her
grandfather.
When he had a bad cold his wife took the grandchild.
That night she told her parents that the ride to school with
granny was very different!!
"What made it different?" asked her parents:
"Gran and I didn't see a single stupid to**er, blind ba***rd
or wa**er anywhere on the way to school today!'
After being married for 40 years, I took a careful look at
my wife one day and said, "Forty years ago we had a cheap
house, a junk car, slept on a sofa bed and watched a 10inch black and white TV, but I got to sleep every night with
a hot 23-year-old girl.
Now ... I have a £500,000.00 home, a £35,000.00 car, a
nice big bed and a large screen TV, but I'm sleeping with a
63-year-old woman. It seems to me that you're not holding
up your side of things."
My wife is a very reasonable woman. She told me to go out
and find a hot 23-year-old girl and she would make sure
that I would once again be living in a cheap house, driving
a junk car, sleeping on a sofa bed and watching a 10-inch
black and white TV.
Aren't older women great? They really know how to solve
an old guy's problems.

There was a little old lady who was nearly blind. She had
three sons and they wanted to prove which one was the
best son to her.
So the first son bought her a 15-room mansion thinking
this would surely be the best any of them could offer her.
The second son bought her a beautiful Mercedes with a
chauffeur included thinking he would surely win her approval.
The third son had to do something even better than these
so he bought her a trained parrot. This parrot had been
trained for 15 years to memorize the entire Bible. You
could mention any verse in the Bible and the parrot could
quote it word for word. How useful his nearly blind
mother would find that!
Well, the old lady went to the first son and said, "Son, the
house is just gorgeous but it's really much too big for me.
I only live in one room, and it's much too large for me to
clean and take care of. I really don't need the house, but
thank you anyway."
Then she explained to her second son, "Son, the car is
beautiful, it has everything you could ever want on it, but
I don't drive and I really don't like that driver, so please
return the car."
Next, she went to son number three and said, "Son, I just
want to thank you for that thoughtful gift. The chicken
was small, but delicious."

Humour for the ladies
1. Aspire to be Barbie - the bitch has everything.
Running into the house after school Tommy said to his
2. If the shoe fits - buy them in every color.
mother, “Mom! Isn’t an ox a kind of a bull?” “Yes, she
3. Take life with a pinch of salt.... A wedge of lime, and a
replied. “And doesn’t equine have something to do with
shot of tequila.
horses?” “That’s right.” She said.
Running out of the house Tommy said “I’ll see you later!” 4. In need of a support group? - Cocktail hour with the
“Why? Where are you going?” asked his mother. “To some girls!
other town I just heard in school that the equinox is com5. Go on the 30 day diet. (I'm on it and so far I've lost 15
ing, and I don’t wanna be around when it gets here!”
days).
6. When life gets you down - just put on your big girl
The Headteacher always scheduled the weekly staff meet- panties and deal with it.
ing for four thirty on Friday afternoons. When one of the
7. Let your greatest fear be that there is no PMS and this
teachers finally got up the nerve to ask why, he explained. is just your personality.
“I will tell you why … I’ve leaned that’s the only time of
8. I know I'm in my own little world, but it's ok. They
the week when none of you seem to want to argue with
know me here.
me.”
9. Lead me not into temptation, I can find it myself.
A guy is reading his paper when his wife walks up behind 10. Don't get your knickers in a knot; it solves nothing
him and smacks him on the back of the head with a frying and makes you walk funny.
pan.
11. When life gives you lemons in 2012 - turn it into lemonade then mix it with vodka.
He asks, "What was that for?"
She says, "I found a piece of paper in your pocket with
12. Keep your chin up, only the first 40 years of
'Betty Sue' written on it."
parenthood are the hardest.
He says, "Jeez, honey, remember last week when I went to 13. If it has Tyres or Testicles it's gonna give you trouble.
the track? 'Betty Sue' was the name of the horse I went
14. By the time a woman realizes her mother was right,
there to bet on." She shrugs and walks away.
she has a daughter who thinks she's wrong.
Three days later he's reading his paper when she walks up 'Good friends are like stars.........You don't always see
behind him and smacks him on the back of the head again them, but you know they are always there' 'Remember
with the frying pan.
yesterday, dream about tomorrow, but live for today'.
He asks, "What was that for?"
She answers, "Your horse called."
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Lytes Cary Manor
Open from 17th March 2012
Opening Hours
Manor House 10am - 4pm
Food Kiosk, Parkland, Gardens & Shop 10am - 5pm
Closed all day Thursday
West Wing Open Weekend
Saturday 31st March – Sunday 1st April, 10am – 4pm
Experience the grandeur of the West Wing for the first time on this special open weekend.
Easter Trails
Friday 6th – Monday 9th April, 10am – 4.30pm
Sponsored by Cadbury’s, come and enjoy an eggciting Easter trail around the Lytes Cary Manor estate and receive a
chocolate prize! £1.50 per trail. 11:00am - 4:30pm. Normal admission charges apply.
Stumpwork Weekend
Saturday 21st – Sunday 22nd April, 10am – 4pm
Join our volunteers to learn all about stumpwork, an unusual and intricate form of art.
Plant Fair
15th May - Browse the selection of plants and garden accessories that will be on sale, ask advice from specialist
local nurseries and take away some inspiring ideas for your own garden. The garden team will also be available to
discuss the management of the herbaceous borders at Lytes Cary. 11:00am - 4:30pm. Admission to the plant fair is
free, normal admission charges apply to House and Garden.

Kingsdon Ladies Group

Tuesday 13th March 2012
The meeting, opened by Lynne Davies at 7.30,
started with the A.G.M. 19 members were present .
Jenny Gamble (treasurer) gave her financial report.
It was decided to increase the annual subscription
from £9.00 to £10.00. This was agreed by all present.
No changes were made to committee.
The meeting continued with the presentation of
birthday poses to Gill Payne, Margaret Hill, Brenda
Hodges and Shirley Singleton.
The speaker for the evening was – Mike Bolton –
who gave us a very interesting talk on – Hidden
Somerset revealed – a series of photographs showing unusual road, pub & shop signs, follies and
buildings throughout Somerset.
The speaker for April 10th is Adrian Holt- an antique dealer from Honiton, so ladies bring along
any treasurers you would like to be valued etc. We
welcome any new members to join us at our very
informal evenings.
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VILLAGE CLERK REQUIRED.
Kingsdon has a very active Parish Council to help ensure the village is well run and looks great, something that is important
to all of us.
Sally Smith has been Parish Clerk for three years now and would like to hand over to someone else.
The main aspects of the role are:


Preparing and circulating draft agendas, booking hall, attending meetings, taking minutes, finalising and distributing
minutes, sending out follow up letters etc, sending results of meeting to Council re any planning decisions.



Finance – organising payments as required, keeping track of bank accounts and all finance, preparing end of year
accounts, finalising precept

Communication – fielding and often redirecting incoming calls and communications, record keeping
It is not an onerous position. Time varies of course but estimates are around 10 hours a month.
Applicant must be computer literate and flexible with hours. Remuneration is negotiable, all expenses are of course covered.
For more information, please contact:
Tony Masters on 01935 840801 armasters@btinternet.com
Sally Smith 01935 842094 sally@tradewindspr.co.uk, or any other Councillor.

Kingsdon Parish Plan 2012-2013
The Parish Council would like to thank the 31 parishioners, representing over 10% of residents who attended the Parish
Plan consultation surgery on 17th March 2012. In addition a number of responses were made by email and in person to
individual councillors. In general the Plan appears to have been very well received.
As a consequence of the consultation a few amendments were made to the draft plan and a new version will be formally
adopted by the Parish Council by the 31 March 2012.
What happens next?

The Adopted Plan will be published on the Kingsdon village website.

Paper copies will not be distributed to the entire village due to reasons of cost, however paper copies will be available to those who need them at the Annual Parish meeting on 12th April 2012.

The Kingsdon Plan will be sent to South Somerset District Council who will, in due course:
1.
Publish it on their website
2.
Respond to us about the list of Assets of Community Value in our Plan.
Councillors (or parishioners) may propose changes to the Plan. The Parish Plan will remain on the Agenda for all Parish
Council meetings where suggestions for change can be discussed publicly and decisions recorded in the minutes.

Kingsdon Primary School – update
Shortly before Christmas Somerset County Council (SCC) adopted a new Policy for Community Asset Transfer. It has
taken a little while for the resources to be in place to support the implementation of this policy, but we have now been given a contact to whom we can again express our interest in using the school for community use.
A response has now gone back to Somerset County Council from the Kingsdon Community Centre Committee that complies with the new Policy procedures.
Kingsdon Primary School Playing Field
This is considered to be a separate asset by Somerset County Council. The Parish Council has written to SCC expressing
an interest in leasing the field.
Assets of Community Value
Both the primary school and the playing field have been included on the list of Assets of Community Value submitted by
the Parish Council to South Somerset District Council under the Localism Act.
Village SOS – not this time
As you may remember we were successful at getting through to the second round of Village SOS. However, we could not
then satisfy all of the mandatory requirements with regard to ownership of the building within the timescale of the next
part of the competition, so we had to withdraw our application.
However, what we take away from this experience is the fact that our plans for community use of the building were independently judged to be good enough to pass many of the tests applied by the experts at Village SOS.
At this point they cannot say whether there will be funding for another Village SOS competition later this year, but have
assured us that if there is then we may reapply.
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www.kingsdonvillage.co.uk
Thanks to Stuart Nicholl our new web site was live by the Parish Council meeting 8th March 2012. Do take a look at the
above address.
The website now needs some more content and this is how YOU can get involved. The principle is that each Club or
organisation will be able to manage their own page(s) by typing in and editing their information. (Participation is voluntary, not all clubs may wish to promote their activity on the web site). If you are interested in being a page ‘owner’
please contact Stuart at the email address below
A small team of independent moderators will keep the web site safe by approving new content once it is uploaded
(before it goes live). We have vacancies for another couple moderators and are looking for people who generally check
their emails everyday.
The Parish Council will approve the content for the front page and in the event of any disputes about other pages it will
have the final say.
The following items are already in hand and will appear in due course:
The Kingsdon Chronicle will be uploaded as a PDF file. This will be in full colour. You will still get a black and white
paper copy delivered free.
Parish Council minutes will be added (once signed) as well as the Parish Plan.
Village Hall information
An events calendar.
In due course we expect that this will be a website to be proud of, but please be patient during this set up period as everyone involved is a volunteer and we are all learning!.
Contact Stuart at stunicholl@lineone.net

Take Art

Clever Rabbits

Ben Osborne’s Jurassic Journey

By putting a nice
fence all the way
There was a good turn out in the Village Hall on Saturday round the perime24th March for a most interesting presentation by award
ter of the cricket
winning photographer Ben Osborne of a stunning audiopitch on the
visual celebration of the Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site Kingsdon Manor
along the Devon / Dorset coast.
Field, it was
hoped it would put
an end to rabbits
digging up the
cricket square.
We had not allowed for the ingenuity of our furry friends.
If
you can’t go
through or under a
fence, then use the
The
stile and go over,
and that is just what the bunnies were doing .
evening raised about £160 for the village hall. This was the
It is hoped the extra wire netting will solve the problem.
last Take Art event organised by Martin Singleton. It is
hoped someone else will take over this organisation from

Kingsdon Stores
Easter Egg Raffle

The draw for the raffle kindly organised by
Angie at Kingsdon Stores was drawn on 20th
March by Dom our Milkman, Darren Smith and
Richards carer Alison. The winners were:Bailey’s Egg - Wally Elliott
Famous Grouse Egg - Tim Kirk
Cadbury’s Crème Egg - Ann Leahy
The raffle raised £40 towards the Jubilee Fund

Project Linus

A big thank you
to all the ladies
for stitching on
labels to over 70
blankets ready
for the presentation in June
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Kingsdon Seniors Club
Douglas Higson welcomed 24 members to the March meeting.
It was announced that next month’s meeting was at RNAS Yeovilton for a visit to the Historic Flight. Transport to
leave the village hall at 2.30pm - members to let Marilyn Elliott know of transport request or seats available in
cars.
Douglas then introduced the guest speaker, Annabel Semke who gave an illuminated talk on restoring gilded antiques. She explained the lengthy process of gilding, showing the various tools and implements of her trade together with samples of the various coloured gold leaf available. She showed how, because it is attracted to moisture,
gold leaf is applied.
Annabel had done gilding work on the ceiling bosses at St Peters Church in Dorchester, the organ pipes in her local church, an electric guitar, architectural buildings and bedroom furniture at Longleat, to name but a few.
Douglas gave the vote of thanks and Richard South presented Annabel with a bottle of wine. Tea was provided by
Ethel Harris and Elizabeth Berry

Letter from Andre as he gets ready to run 240k in the Sahara desert
Hello everyone,
Ok … 9 days to go … then myself and James will be stood in the desert waiting to start 240km of running through the
Sahara and we have 80% of our target registering on Justgiving, www.justgiving.com/desertmarathon2012 towards the
Children’s Trust. It has been a great month for fundraising and we are feeling highly motivated knowing we have so
many people behind us.
For me I completed my last ‘longer’ run on Monday and felt good but conscious of the huge difference in environment
I’m training in Vs the Sahara. I’m drawing some confidence knowing I now run a 15 miler (26km) without a thought
to load food or water beforehand and manage to crack a brisk pace whilst drinking no water during the run in the 28
degrees of Portugal. For now I am relaxing through the taper phase of training with some lighter running and gym
work.
In one week I will be wishing for ONLY 28 degrees and perhaps for a few other things too, but thought a few stats
might be of interest to lead you into the race-day updates I intend to email out from 8-14 April:
800 Kcal – the energy return from our dried Chicken Tikka Rice meal we have scheduled for breakfast and dinner
each day, apparently it is the expedition meal that tastes the best!!
4 grams – the weight of 1 fuel block that takes 8mins 30secs to boil 300ml of water (held in my 15 gram cup) on my
10 gram titanium cooker. (I’m not wanting to carry any extra weight I don’t need!)
1 ½ - sizes bigger than needed for my running shoes; your feet swell significantly in the heat and once bandaged need
more room in the shoe. I have 2 insoles inside them to fill the excess space during the first few days.
340 grams – the weight of my bespoke sleeping bag (with no zip … weight saved!) that can take us down to 8 degrees
at night. Layering of the 1 set of spare compression clothes should keep us just warm enough.
BCAA – Branch Chain Amino Acids, the tablet I will take each night that helps restore protein levels, which in turn
helps repair muscles.
Macadamia nuts – part of my daily lunch pack that I will eat on the run. They have extraordinarily high levels of Kcals
(718 per 100 grams).
Finally, I thought I would convey the mechanism by which people can follow our progress. The race runs from 8-14
April and messages of support can be sent to us from 8-13 April (text only) through this site:
www.darbaroud.com
Daily results will be visible but you can also send messages to competitors, they are printed out each evening, the site
is in French and can be switched to English if required. To send a message select:
“Ecrire aux Concurrents”
You will need my race number which is 480 and name “André Milne.” I will be running with my colleague James
Birchall, race number 363, we intend to stick together as survival is key for us … we want to reflect on this and know
it was a team result. There is also a webcam at the finish and the site provides expected daily finish windows based on
progress through check points … watch out for the daily celebrations as we cross the line!!
Thank you all for your support. André.
Andre and Family will be returning home to Kingsdon in July from his posting in Portugal
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April Recycling Dates for
Kingsdon
Wheelie Bin Refuse
Collection Days
Wednesday 11th April
Tuesday 24th April

Recycling and Food Waste
Collection Days
Tuesday 3rd/Wednesday 11th/
Tuesday 17th/ Tuesday 24th

Oil & Gas Fired Boiler Servicing
Aga & Rayburn
Jon Gaylard
Heat & Electrical Services
55 St. Cleers Orchard, Somerton,
Somerset TA11 6QY
Tel: 01458 273752
Fax: 01458 273299
Mobile: 07768 615401

Babysitting / Child Minding in
Kingsdon
Do you need the services of a Babysitter /
Child Minder? Contact Kelly Osborne at
Delimara, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon, Tel: mobile 07921161088, Home: 01935 840337 or
e-mail kellyosborne@hotmail.co.uk
Kelly works in a school. She has plenty of
experience and is the holder of an up-to date
CRB reference. She is available most evenings, some weekends and school holidays
(apart from the summer).

DC Computer Repair
Alan Hayward

Spyware / Virus removal. Broadband installation. Tuition & Advice No repair, No
charge. Free local collection available 6
days a week Telephone: 01458 272924
Mobile: 07887572418

Herbs, Spices, Curry Kits and NEW cake sprinkles
Over 120 herbs and spices available. From Ajwan Seed to Zahtar (coming soon) and all the
more familiar ones in between.
Stockists for Decorate! cake sprinkles including stars, glitters, glimmers and chocolate toppings.
We are online at www.thebestpossibletaste.co.uk but buy direct from Innes House
(next to Village Hall) for 20-30% less. Spice packets are 60p and curry kits and sprinkles
from £1.60.
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Kingsdon Cricket Club
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at The Kingsdon Inn on Sunday 4th March 2012
Present: Mar ilyn Elliott, Kar l Mor gan, Wally Elliott, Andy Dale, Phil Water s, Simon Rumbles,
Mark Bastin, Ben Carlisle, James Schofield, Bruce Weddell, Nick Price, Ian Birrell & David Thomson
Apologies: J ohn Russon & Len Hampson
Minutes: Agr eed and signed
Matters arising: Phil Water s to r emain i/c kit
Election of Officers:
President - Wally Elliott
Chairman - Ian Birrell
Captain - James Schofield
Vice-Capt. - To be decided as and when required
Treasurer - James Schofield / Wally Elliott
Secretary - Marilyn Elliott
Finance: The accounts which had been cir culated wer e r eviewed by J ames Schofield.
Wally Elliott outlined the process that had been undertaken to obtain the grant of £5000
from Viridor with £500 third party payment by Gamebird Inns.
The accounts were agreed and signed
Annual Subscriptions and Match Fees: It was agr eed to keep these at £40 per annum and £5 per
match with the option of a single payment of £100.
Fund Raising: Due to the J ubilee Celebr ations in the village, oppor tunities for fund r aising wer e
limited this year. Holding an end of season dance would be investigated.
Fixtures: The fixtur es for the for thcoming season wer e announced. The fixtur e at home on 3 rd June
versus Witham Friary would be an early start for a 20/20 match.
The match versus Carpe Vinum C.C. on Saturday
30th June will end with a BBQ at the home of David
Thomson to which players families were invited, the
swimming pool will be open.
Pavilion Update: Ben outlined the pr ogr ess made
and the future work to be carried out. Photographs
of the work so far were shown to the meeting along
with an example of the fabrication of steel and wood
cladding that was being used.
Over are photos of the site having been levelled and
prepared for the next stage - concrete
The other photos show the steel work being welded.
And the demonstration section of wall and door
The work done on the square was also highlighted.

A.O.B. Ian infor med the meeting that he would
most likely be away for half of 2013
Wally thanked Ben for all his work over the year on
the ground and the pavilion, he also thanked Andy
and Pat for the marvellous work going on at the farm
in making the pavilion. He also thanked Ian for his
contribution in running the club despite all his own
personal commitments.
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Above: The site of the pavilion
with the footings dug out ready
for the installation of pipework
and concrete
The steel framework for the
pavilion under construction at
Upcott Farm, Nomansland near
Tiverton. The home of Andy &
Janet Dale.
Below left is a mock up of how
the steel framework will be clad
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Electrician

Winslow Bassham

17th Edition Inspecting & Testing,
Part P Qualified
Domestic - Commercial - Industrial.
Free Estimates & Advice
37 Kingsdon, Somerton, Somerset,
TA11 7LN
Tel: 01935 840190 mobile:
07786838940
Email: winslow.bassham@gmail.com

OSBORNES

of Kingsdon Ltd
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Our service includes...
Carpet and upholstery, Rugs, Mattresses,
Hard Floors, Domestic and commercial
Tel- mob. 07951 067872 01935 841137 freephone 0800 955 4388
www.somertoncarpetcleaners.co.uk
Delimara, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon,
Somerton, Somerset. TA11 7LL

Plumbing

Andy Hainsworth

Tel: 01458 273391 mobile
07711379351

H&C Building Solutions

Tel 01935 410137 mobile 07758078438
Email: hcbuildingsolutions@aol.co.uk

Plastering - JB Plastering
Jamie Brown
@ 5 Magna Close,
Yeovil. BA21 5RS
Tel: 07525185582

AK Tyre Services

Andrew White @ Bancombe Cour t,
Bancombe Rd. Trading Estate, Somerton. TA11 6SB Tel: 01458 2747800

Firewood For Sale

Kindling £3.00 per bag
Pallet Logs £5.00 per bag or £50 per
load + delivery
Tel Pauline on 07835036865 or Les on
07925327353

Compost
Buy local - Save your fuel - Free local delivery
40 litre Organic Multi-Purpose
£2.50 each or 3 for only £6
10 litre Multi-Purpose £1 each
40 litre Multi Purpose £3 each
30 litre Ericaceous £3 each
30 litre Rose, Tree & Shrub Compost £3 each

70 litre Ornamental Bark £5.99 each, 2 for £10
33 litre Full size Grow Bags £1.50 each, 4 for £5
40 litre Horse Manure Compost £2.50, 3 for £6
Why struggle with heavy bags,
let Paul take the strain.

Contact Paul Attwell Tel 07523739789
(leave a message|)
Orders also taken by Angela at Kingsdon Stores
Visit Paul’s new shop ‘Bargain Basement’ in West
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Electoral
Review of
Somerset
Tell us what you think
The independent Local Government
Boundary Commission for England is
asking people across Somerset to comment on proposed new electoral arrangements for Somerset County
Council.
The aim of the review is to ensure that
each county councillor represents a
similar number of voters. We also aim to
provide electoral arrangements that reflect
the county's communities. To achieve
this, we need to re-draw division boundaries across Somerset.

Our draft recommendations
Our draft recommendations propose
new electoral divisions, division
boundaries and division names for every part of Somerset.
We are now asking local people to
have their say.


Do the proposed electoral divisions reflect local communities?

How do you think the proposals
can be improved?

Are the names of the proposed
divisions right?
The full recommendations, including
detailed maps, are available on our website at www.lgbce.org.uk
The report and maps will also be available in council buildings and libraries.

Have your say
When Irish eyes are smiling

That had to be Saturday 17th March, not only St Patrick’s day but also the
birthday of our own Irish Kingsdonian Brian Turner, who celebrated at the
Kingsdon Inn along with many of his friends.

Email: reviews@lgbce.org.uk
Your views will make a difference.
You can submit your opinions to:The Review Officer (Somerset)
Local Government Boundary Commission for England
Layden House, 76-86 Turnmill Street
London EC1M5LG
The Consultation closes on 9th April

The

LOCAL GOVERNMENT
BOUNDARY
COMMISSION

For England

Photo by Gabby Osborne
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Kingsdon Parish Councillors and their Specific Topics
Tony Masters: Chair man - Jacaranda, Lotment Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LG Tel 01935 840801
Email: armasters@btinternet.com
Angela Saunders: Vice-Chairman - Chatsworth, Top Street, Kingsdon, TA11 7JU Tel 01935 840130
Email: angiesaunders@btinternet.com
Mel Clode: Dog fouling and r elated items, Litter , Gr affiti, Fly tipping, Fly posting, Damaged bins & Abandoned vehicles
and related items - 3 Underwood Rd, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ Tel 01935 840293 Email: melclode273@btinternet.com
Antony Colton: Highways - 30 Underwood Road, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ Tel 07894954449 Email: antmaria50@gmail.com
Richard Hollaway: Village Hall & facilities, Village Field - Kingsdon Court, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LB
Tel 01935 840628 Email: richard.hollaway@tiscali.co.uk
Dave Morris: Footpaths & Tr ees - Stithians Cottage, North Town, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ.
Elaine Owen: Community Centr e- Innes House, Lower Road, Kingsdon, TA11 7LL Tel 01 935 841120
Email: owen.somerset@btinternet.com
John Calvert Distr ict Councillor (Nor thstone War d) Peacock Cottage, High St. Queen Camel. BA22 7NQ
Tel 01935 850458 Email: john.calvert@southsomerset.gov.uk
Jimmy Zouche (The Lor d Zouche) County Councillor (Somer ton Division) The Abbey, Char lton Adam, Somer ton,
Somerset. TA11 7BE Tel 01458 223363 Email: jimmyzouche@hotmail.com
David Heath MP Constituency Office - 14 Catherine Hill, Frome, Somerset, BA11 1BZ Tel: 01373 473618
Fax: 01373 455152 Claire Hudson: head of office - email: hudsoncl@parliament.uk
Sally Smith Cler k to Kingsdon Par ish Council, The Old Coach House, Top Str eet, Kingsdon..
TA11 7JU Tel 01935 842094 Mobile 07729 301207 Email sally@tradewindspr.co.uk

Summary of Minutes of the Kingsdon Parish Council Bi-Monthly Meeting
Held on Thursday 8th march at 7pm in KingsdonVillage Hall
Present: A.Master s (Chair man), Messr s. R Hollaway, D Mor r is, M. Clode, Mr s A Saunder s, Mr s E Owen
(Parish Councillors); Mr. J. Calvert (District Councillor); Mr J Zouche (County Councillor); Mrs S Smith (Parish
Clerk).
Apologies: A. Colton,
Matters arising
3. Kingsdon Community Centre
3.1 Report form sub-committee.
Chairman of the sub-committee Mr Patrick Leahy said he had obtained further information from the Council including assistance available in finalising our official report.
4. School
4.1 Progess on decision re children’s walking route to Charlton Mackrell
Cllr J Zouche said he believed the three Councillers had agreed in principal and were at the stage of agreeing a date.
5. Field Maintenance
5.1 Walls.
Mr R Hollaway said Robert Law had done a very good job on the walls and the inside areas of the walls had now also
been cleared.
6. Footpaths and Trees
Mrs A Saunders reported that a Parishioner had suggested that the village celebrate the coming Jubilee by additional
plantings of lime trees. Mr D Morris said he was already looking at the feasibility of planting 60 trees around the village to mark the 60 years of the official Jubilee.
7. Highways
Mr. A. Colton had given the Clerk details of a meeting he had arranged with Mr Colin Fletcher of South Somerset
District Council to discuss road calming measures in Kingsdon and to discuss the B3151 speed limits.
A Parishioner brought up the danger of children playing on the corner by Frog Lane and that signage or other methods were really required to help slow traffic.
9. Any other business
9.1 Village Plan/Design Statement
Mrs E Owen said the draft Kingsdon Village Plan would be distributed to everyone around the village shortly and that
a village consultation would take place on Saturday 17th March in the village hall.
9.2 Manor School Development
There was a small discussion on the progress and the full presentation of the plans in the village hall.
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9.3 Village website
Mr S Nichol presented the home page for the Kingsdon Village website. He said he hadn’t been contacted by any
volunteers yet and there was a need for some members of the community to help in the moderating of the website
(overseeing contents).
9.4 Speed of internet in the village
Parishioner Mr A.Toms gave a brief overview of broadband speed in the village and said that some residents get
speeds as low as 0.1 MBs a second while a few lucky residents can obtain speeds of nearly 3 MBs a second. He said
that Devon and Somerset Councils have been given £31 million to improve broadband services in villages and agreed
to give Cllr Mr J Zouche a report for him to take to the SSCC.
9.5 Jubilee Update
Parishioner Mr W Elliott gave an update on the preparations for the village Jubilee celebrations. He said around
£6,500 had now been promised on commitments and money is already trickling in re tickets etc to start covering this.
Proposed by Mrs E Owen, seconded by Mrs A Saunders, that £1000 be allocated as a loan if required re the
costs of the Jubilee celebrations.
The motion was carried.
9.6. Clerk
The current Clerk, Mrs S Smith, said she had been Clerk for three years and felt it was the right time to hand over to
someone new. It was agreed that this might also be a good time to fall in line with other councils and offer the role as
a paid position. Mrs S Smith said she would contact SALC to determine current levels of pay and an advert would be
put in the Kingsdon Chronicle.
9.7 Glenda Spooner Farm.
Cllr. Mr J. Calvert gave a brief overview and confirmed that the planning application was scheduled to be heard at
Wincanton on the following Wednesday. However, he said he thought it unlikely that the meeting would be postponed and a site visit would be called for.
9.5 Financial Report:
The following payment of cheques was agreed:
To Mr Robert Law (via Mr R Hollaway) for field repairs £75.00
To S.A.D.C for annual membership £79. 71p
To Lynx Copiers (via Mr W Elliott) for photocopying: £52 94p.
There being no further business, the meeting ended at 8.20pm..

Lenten Lunch
Once again there was a splendid turn out in the Village Hall for
the annual Lenten Lunch held on Saturday 10th March. There
was a superb selection of home made soups and breads that was
much enjoyed by all.
Thanks must got to the soup & bread makers: Ann Coyle, Tim
Owen, Jane Mackwood, Jean Toole, Ann Leahy, Kathie Jamison,
Gill Paine, Lyne Davies, Marilyn Elliott, Jenny Bassham, the ex
Primary school mums and last but not least Norma Black.
Thanks also to the washer-ups: Ann Leahy, Jill Waters, Freda
Curtis, Jenny Bassham and Norma, and thanks also to the girls
from Glenda Spooner Farm for helping with setting out the tables
and chairs. The event raised £181

Charlton Mackrell School
Newsletter
To see the latest school newsletter go to:
www.charltonmackrellschool.org.uk

Late News
The long awaited planning meeting for
the development of Glenda Spooner Farm
will take place on 11the April at Wincanton.
08-01550-FUL - Proposed visitor centre,
indoor arena, crew yard, isolation stables,
hay barn and horse walker together with
access road, car parking and improvement to Brincil Hill. GR (351191-125768)
at Glenda Spooner Farm Brincil Hill
Kingsdon
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All Saints Church

Priest in Charge
Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029 (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other occasional services)
Assistant Priest
Curate
Revd Wendy Griffith Tel 01458 224087
Revd Bruce Faulkner Tel 01458 270902
Church Wardens
David Beswick. Tel 01935 840795
Parochial Church Council
Secretary Nicholas J. Allan Tel 01935 840878
Treasurer Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692
Tower Captain
Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344

Church Services for April
Sunday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

1st
6th
7th
8th
15th
22nd
29th

11am
2pm
6pm
11am
11am
9.30am
11am

Family Service
Good Friday service
Songs of Praise
Easter Eucharist
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Mattins

6pm Evensong

Church Rotas for April

Brass: Linda Beswick & Sheila Lor d

Flowers: Nor ma Black

Kingsdon Village Hall

For all information (except bookings) contact: - Martin Singleton, Mountsandel Lodge, Mow Barton Rd. Kingsdon. TA11 7LG
Tel. 01935 841162
For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk
Short Mat Bowls
Table Tennis Club
Yeovil District Canine Soc.
Art Club
Band Practice
Ladies Club
Private Function
Parish Council meeting
Practical Study Group
Short Mat Bowls AGM
Seniors Club

Bookings for April 2012

Mondays 7pm - 9pm, (not 9th) Tuesdays 10am - 12noon
Tuesdays at 7.30pm (not 10th)
Wednesdays at 8pm
Thur sdays 10am - 12 (Term time)
Sundays at 5pm (not 8th)
Tuesday 10th 7pm
Satur day 7th, Sunday 8th & Monday 9th
Thur sday 12th 7pm
Wednesday 18th 10am - 3pm
Sunday 22nd 2pm - 4pm
Wednesday 25th at 3pm

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club

The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings (apart from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between 7.30pm
and 9.30pm. If you are interested then please contact Shirley or Martin Singleton on 841162 or just come along.

Secretary: Mar ilyn Elliott )
President:
Wally Elliott, )
Chairman: Ian Bir r ell,

Kingsdon Cricket Club
4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somerton, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Water smeet, Huish Episcopi, Langpor t TA10 9HE Tel 01458 250246

Kingsdon Seniors Club

The Seniors Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of
the month at 3pm in the Village Hall. New members are always welcome.
For information contact Club Secretary Marilyn
Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon.
Tel 01935 841444

Kingsdon Ladies Club

The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. New members and visitors are always welcome.
For information contact Club President Lynne Davies, Holly House, Frog
Lane, Kingsdon. TA11 7LL Tel 01935 840660 or
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11 7LB
Tel 01935 840344

The Kingsdon Chronicle
The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation.
The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers. Name and address must be supplied but may be withheld
from publication on request.. The Kingsdon Chronicle reserves the right to edit items for publication.
Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views of The Kingsdon Chronicle
production team.
Editor: Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444, Mobile 07990673935,
email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com
http:www.ukvillages.co.uk/UserNews/39269/The+Kingsdon+Chronicle
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