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Kingsdon C of E VC Primary School Celebration Service
1872 - 2011
It was a glorious day for the service of celebration for the 139 years of Kingsdon Primary School. The service was taken by Rev. Bruce Faulkner and was attended by so many that extr a chairs had to be brought up
from the village hall. In the congregation were many ex-pupils and staff, the oldest ‘Old Boy’ was our own
90 year old Stan Pring. Also present was George Trinkle, head teacher from 1972 to 1975. It was a shame
that Betty Burbridge could not attend owing to ill health but wonderful that Sarah, her youngest daughter
travelled down from Newbury to represent her. We hope Betty will soon be able to get about without too
much pain.
Bruce gave a short history of the school and
also read some of the amusing memories that
had been sent in.
Jenny Gamblin read the reading; ‘A time for
everything’ from Ecclesiastes 3.1-8.
The hymns chosen were all that had been popular in the school, ‘Morning has broken, All
things bright and beautiful, Give me joy in my
heart, Lord of the dance, One more step along
the world I go. The fun-filled children’s praise
‘Holy washing machine’ and ended with O
Jesus I have promised. The schools banner
was received into the church, along with the
school mosaic.

Continued on page 2

Stan Pring

After the service the congregation gathered in the village hall for refreshments. On display were old school photographs and documents together with copies of the scrap books
maintained by Mary Whitehead.

Thank You

It was a marvellous day thanks to the stalwart people who helped lug chairs and china up
to the church or down to the hall, then back again. Also the moving of tables and chairs
within the hall and returning it to ship shape fashion afterwards.
To Angela, Elaine & Mike who kept the hall manned from 9.30am onwards.
To all the cake and sandwich makers, and the providers of nibbles, they were all wonderGeorge Trinkle
ful and very much appreciated by all who attended.
To Jackie & her bell ringers and to Jenny Gamblin for moving her sheep so Parkers field could be used as a car park.
To the gang from Somerton, Ann, Roger, Jackie & Joan who kept us going with tea, coffee and squashes, not only
that but doing the washing up afterwards - bless you.
And to top it all to Bruce, without you this would not have taken place. You gave us a kick start, and on Sunday an
enjoyable and memorable service. Thanks also to Beryl Turner the organist. (Freda, Babs, Penny & Norma)
Letter from Colin Thresh
Could I through the pages of the Chronicle Thank everyone in Kingsdon, the helpers, organisers and the Rev. Bruce Faulkner for a great day on Sunday 3rd July. What a great end
to a great school. So thank you Kingsdon - still a great village with fantastic people, and to
Pete, Geoff & Sylvia and my son Keith for bringing me on the
450 mile well worth trip (Colin Thresh)
Letter from Peter Crowter Sunday was a ver y enjoyable
day and it was great meeting some of the folk I went to
Kingsdon School with all those years ago and swap memories. I thought the Rev Bruce Faulkner did a great job at the
service. The interest the children showed and their good behaviour was a testament to the entertaining way Bruce conducted the service. Also a big thanks to the ladies for all the work
they put in providing the splendid refreshments. (Peter Crow-

ter)

Kingsdon Chronicle Poet
Peter Crowter

Kingsdon Ladies Club
Report of the meeting held on Tuesday 12th July.
As it was an open meeting we had five men and two ladies
as visitors. Julie South was given a posy for her birthday
and a card was read out from Edna Gordon thanking the
club for the flowers after her operation, she seems to be
doing well.
The guest speaker, John Smith who is an archaeologist
working for English Heritage, came along dressed in a
Roman costume. He gave, with lots of humour, a good
insight into how life was for the soldiers. He brought
along many artefacts, helmets, body gear, swords, spears
and smaller bits and pieces. Lynne gave the vote of
thanks.
Refreshments were provided by Ann Baldwin & Marilyn
St. Clair. The meeting closed at 9.45pm. There will be no
meeting in August. The speaker for the next meeting, to
be held in the village hall on Tuesday 14th September at
7.30pm meeting will be Jonathan Weeks with his medieval
musical instruments. New members and visitors are always welcome.

Kingsdon Jubilee Fund
The following is an extract from a letter just received
from HM Revenue & Customs concerning my application on behalf of the Trustees of the Kingsdon Jubilee
Fund for status as a charitable Trust.

Dear Mr Elliott
The Kingsdon Jubilee Fund
On the basis of the information provided, we have
accepted The Kingsdon Jubilee Fund as a charity
for tax purposes under our reference XT28871
with effect from 1 April 2011.
For tax purposes, The Kingsdon Jubilee Fund is a
charitable Trust.
This means that I can now crack on with an application
for a lottery grant towards the cost of our celebrations
next June for the Queens Diamond Jubilee.

Letters in The Kingsdon Chronicle
The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers.

Name and address must be supplied but may be withheld from publication on request.

The Kingsdon Chronicle reserves the right to edit items for publication.

Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views of The
Kingsdon Chronicle production team.
Please forward your correspondence to: The Kingsdon Chronicle, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somerton. TA11 7LW
or email wallyelliott@hotmail.com
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BEAUTY OF BATH
by Peter Crowter
Miss Chapple like her dad before had fingers that were green
Her produce was top quality, the best you’ve ever seen
Kingsdon folk all went to her to buy their fruit and veg
And in terms of healthy food it was the cutting edge.
Her house stood some way from the road atop a long stone path
The apple trees that grew each side were called Beauty of Bath
Behind the trees grew runner beans and cabbages galore
Every type of vegetable, asparagus and more.
Miss Chapple used to live alone until someone she knew
Sadly lost her husband and was not sure what to do
Miss Chapple said, ‘Well Lucy dear the answer’s plain to see,
Why don’t you pack your home up and just come and live with me
Miss Chapple’s house was fairly large and there was room for more
And that was fortunate for us ‘cause owing to the war
We had no house to call our own and needed rooms to rent
We moved in for a year or two and happy times we spent
The ladies were a jolly pair and we had lots of fun
And I was just a teenager and treated like a son
T’was at that time that I left school, began to earn my keep
Working at Cook’s Cary Farm with cows and pigs and sheep
Dad bought a house in Yeovil, it was nineteen fifty-four
I bought myself a motor-bike to travel to and fore
I met a girl from Shepton and soon Anne and I got wed
We had a cottage on the farm to house our double bed
One day we strolled to Kingsdon and I said to my new spouse
‘It must have been eight years ago that we lived in that house.
How about some apples cause the ones she sells are great?
I think I’ll go and buy some.’ ‘OK said Anne, I’ll wait.’
I wandered up the garden path and knocked upon the door
‘Apples’ said Miss Chapple, ‘I have some in my store.
No need to stand out there’, she said, ‘Just come along inside.’
And so I duly followed her for that’s what she implied.
We marched across her dining room and in the kitchen went
And it became apparent I’d gone farther than she meant
For on the kitchen floor there was a bath all made of tin
And in it Lucy Hollard wearing nothing but her skin.
The ladies had their backs to me so luck was on my side
I hastily retreated and with much relief I sighed.
Miss Chapple brought my apples and I went back down the path
With my bag of apples that were called Beauty of Bath

Thank You

Donald Limon wants to thank the many people who
sent best wishes to him following his recent operation
from which he continues to recover.

Vision Aid Overseas Coffee Morning

Saturday 23rd July
A big thank you to all those who supported my fund
raising coffee morning on a lovely sunny morning.
Thanks to the seemingly bottomless generosity of my
friends and neighbours, £275 was raised to help towards the costs of the forthcoming project in Zambia.
In November I will be taking a team of seven optometrists to Mansa where we will examine the eyes of
the local population, provide spectacles where appropriate and obtain treatment at Mansa hospital for
those needing medical care for conditions such as
cataract, trachoma and glaucoma. In addition we will
be delivering refraction and low vision training to 9
ophthalmic nurses attached to Lusaka Teaching Hospital so that they will be able to continue our work
when we leave. We will also oversee the installation
of a Vision Centre at Mansa where technicians are
being trained to make spectacles. It will be a very
busy two weeks.
I hope you all enjoy the jams, jellies and chutneys –
they are available for sale all year round if you run
out or need an extra little stocking filler for a friend!
All proceeds go to Vision Aid Overseas.
Many, many thanks
Nina
PS And thanks also to helpers Linda, Jill, Shirley,
Marilyn and Ben and to my mum for keeping Baillie
occupied. Thanks also (again) to Andy and Janet for
the dozen cakes, which promptly sold out.
Tel:- 01935840933
email:- ninacarlisle@talktalk.net

The Kingsdon Summer Quiz 2011
Sponsored by The Kingsdon Inn

Entry Sheets - £1
First Prize - £40 Kingsdon Inn Voucher
Find the names of 120 Seaside venues from the clues provided
Clues can be cryptic, anagrammatical, trivial, historical or sounds like, etc, etc.
Example:
Clue:- Dark puddle (9) - Answer:- Blackpool
All proceeds from this quiz will go to Kingsdon’s 2012 Diamond Jubilee Celebration Fund
In the event of a tie all winning entries will go into a draw to decide the winner of the prize

Quiz Sheets available from Kingsdon Stores, The Kingsdon Inn
or 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon
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Lytes Cary Manor

Opening Hours for House, Garden , Shop & Catering from 12th March - 30th October
11am - 5pm or at dusk if earlier (Closed on Thursdays) Open Good Friday and Bank Holiday Mondays.
Last admission 30 minutes before closing
Estate Walks open all year round from dawn till dusk
Tel: 01458 224471 Email: lytescarymanor@nationaltrust.org.uk
Forthcoming Events for August
3rd – Croquet Day
Enjoy the noble but ruthless family game of croquet. Expert tuition provided by the Lytes Cary Croquet Club. 12:004:00pm. Normal admission charges apply.
17th - Teddy Bear’s Picnic
If you go down to Lytes Cary today…Bring your teddy for a fun filled day of arts and crafts activities, story telling and
face painting.12:00pm-3:00pm. £2.50 per child. Normal admission charges apply.
September
10th and 11th –Herbal Weekend
Take part in a variety of activities that celebrate the Lytes Cary plant directory ‘Lytes Herbal’ including talks with our garden team
and house volunteers. There will also be workshops available that allow you to make your own herbal ointments to take away.
Workshops at 2:00-4:30pm. £15.00 per person (charges apply to herbal ointment workshops only). Booking essential. Normal admission charges apply.

Help Wanted at Lytes Cary

Lytes Cary Manor is always in need of volunteers to help support this special place and get involved with the day to day
running of the property. We have many roles on offer including working in the house as a room guide, volunteering in
the garden, helping in the shop and selling raffle tickets. Once you have volunteered for 50 hours you will be given a
volunteer card that entitles you to free entry to NT properties in addition to a 20% discount in NT shops and catering
outlets. There are many other benefits to volunteering including meeting new people, volunteer outings and property
socials. If you are interested in volunteering with us, please contact the Lytes Cary office on 01458 224471
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Insulate now and save a packet on winter fuel bills
Warm Streets Insulation
Warm Streets is a loft and cavity wall insulation scheme available across Somerset that can help reduce winter fuel
bills, particularly as gas, oil and electricity prices are on the rise. As many families continue to be affected by high
fuel prices, Warm Streets is offering free insulation subject to a completed survey, to low-income households, householders in receipt of benefits and people aged over 70. And for those who don’t meet the criteria, discounted loft and
cavity wall insulation is still available. Prices start from as little as £125 for cavity wall insulation and £125 for loft
insulation and both measures will save a lot off your fuel bills. Installing cavity wall insulation can save you up to
£110 a year. Residents will also be able to find out about various ways to lower their heating and electricity bills with
free and impartial energy saving advice, as well as ensuring they are getting all of their entitlement in income benefits.
Phillip Morris, Warm Streets Project Manager, said: “It’s particularly important people prepare for the cold winter
months now, and insulating their homes is the most effective way to do this. Waiting times for insulation schemes are
short and you will get the insulation installed before the cold weather draws in. It’s also important we try to help maximise people’s income by ensuring they receive all the benefits they’re entitled to and so they can afford to pay their
fuel bills, so they don’t have to economise in other areas of household expenditure, such as food or clothing.”
Warm Streets Benefits
The Warm Streets benefits team can offer advice on how to claim any state benefits you are entitled to. Confidential
benefits checks can be carried out by our trained advisors where requested. As well as the extra income you might secure, being in receipt of a benefit could mean you qualify for free insulation. If you have never had an assessment to
see if you are entitled to pension credit, or if your health is not as good as it used it be, then now could be the time to
have an assessment by one of our trained benefits advisors to make sure you are not missing out on an essential benefit. This can increase your income by £49.30 if you receive Attendance Allowance, and if you receive the guaranteed
element of pension credit, you get a full rebate on your council tax. If you would like to find out if Warm Streets can
help you get a grant for your home insulation call the Energy Saving Trust on 0800 512 012 or email warmstreets@cse.org.uk. Warm Streets is a joint local project between all the local authorities in Somerset (Bath & North
East Somerset, Mendip, North Somerset, Sedgemoor, South Somerset, Taunton Deane and West Somerset), Scottish
and Southern Energy, and the Centre for Sustainable Energy (CSE).
If you have a household income below £30,000 and savings below £20,000 you can get free cavity wall and loft insulation The Energy Saving Trust advice service for the South West offers free, impartial energy efficiency advice to
ensure that you are warm in the winter, saving money on your energy bills and reducing your carbon emissions. The
friendly advice team in Bristol can put you in touch with local grant schemes for insulation (loft, cavity wall and solid
wall) as well as giving you up to date advice on the latest developments in the small scale renewable sector, such as
information on the Renewable Heat Incentive Premium Payments.
For further information contact Paul Winney on 0117 934 1403 or email paul.winney@cse.org.uk

The Kingsdon Inn
Assistant Chef Wanted
Good rate of pay - 5 day week includes weekends and bank hols
Assisting chef preparing and cooking food for busy village pub.

Caribbean Night at
The Kingsdon Inn
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CLASSIFIED
Electrician

Winslow Bassham

17th Edition Inspecting & Testing, Part P Qualified
Domestic - Commercial - Industrial. Free Estimates & Advice
37 Kingsdon, Somerton, Somerset, TA11 7LN
Tel: 01935 840190 mobile: 07786838940
Email: winslow.bassham@gmail.com

OSBORNES

of Kingsdon Ltd

Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Our service includes...
Carpet and upholstery, Rugs, Mattresses,
Hard Floors, Domestic and commercial
Tel- mob. 07951 067872 01935 841137 freephone 0800 955 4388
www.somertoncarpetcleaners.co.uk
DC Computer Repair
Delimara, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon,
SomAlan Hayward
erton,
Somerset.
TA11
7LL
Spyware / Virus removal. Broadband installation. Tuition & Advice No repair, No charge. Free local collection available 6 days a
week Telephone: 01458 272924 Mobile: 07887572418

H&C Building Solutions

Plastering - JB Plastering

Jamie Brown @ 5 Magna Close, Yeovil. BA21 5RS
Tel: 07525185582

Ground Work & Garden Work
LCL Ltd

All types of Ground work and garden work undertaken
Tel: Les - 07925327353 Email: les.lampert@hotmail.co.uk
Steve - 07795313489 Email: steve.boulter@hotmail.co.uk

T R Carpentry and Joinery

Tel 01935 410137 mobile 07758078438
Email: hcbuildingsolutions@aol.co.uk

Plumbing

Andy Hainsworth

Tel: 01458 273391 mobile 07711379351

AK Tyre Services

Andrew White @ Bancombe Cour t,
Bancombe Rd. Trading Estate, Somerton.
TA11 6SB Tel: 01458 2747800

Compost

Kitchen fitting - Doors & Windows fitting - Flooring of all types Decking - Skirtings and Architraves - Shelving
40 litre Organic Multi-Purpose (not suitaBuilt in Wardrobes.
ble for seed) £2.50 each or 3 for only £6
For all your Carpentry and Joinery needs
10 litre Multi-Purpose (suitable for seed) £1
40 litre Multi Purpose (suitable for seed)
Tom Reed
£3
Tel: 01458 241910 mobile 07729 187293
30 litre Ericaceous £3 each
70 litre ornamental bark £4.50
33 litre Grow Bags £1.25
Why struggle with heavy bags, let Paul take
the strain. Buy local Save your fuel -Free
local delivery
Contact Paul Attwell
We distribute quality dried herbs & spices nationally via our web- Tel 07906 018082. Orders also taken by
Angela at Kingsdon Stores
site at: www.thebestpossibletaste.co.uk.
Visit Paul’s new shop ‘Bargain Basement’ in
Call at Innes House to buy at ‘friends and neighbours’ rates.
West Street, Somerton, next to the railway
Herb/spice boxes: Web price 88p. Your price 60p
bridge.
Spice'n'tice curry kits:
Web price £1.99. Your price £1.60
Babysitting / Child Minding in
Web price £2.49. Your price £2.00
Kingsdon
Other items 20% off web price.
Phone 01935 841120 (or call by) to get a full list of the herbs and Do you need the services of a Babysitter /
spices available from Tim or Elaine Owen, Innes House, Lower Child Minder? Contact Kelly Osborne at
Delimara, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon, Tel: mobile
Road, Kingsdon. (next to the Village Hall)
07921161088, Home: 01935 840337 or email kellyosborne@hotmail.co.uk
Kelly works in a school. She has plenty of
Storage Space Wanted
experience and is the holder of an up-to date
Downstairs/outdoor storage space, ideally a disused garage or out- CRB reference. She is available most evehouse. Washing-up facilities would be a bonus! Wanted to store
nings, some weekends and school holidays
event china and accessories. Only requirement is space for plastic (apart from the summer).
boxes! - please contact Lydia or Mike on 841195, or at Bramble
Cottage, 49 Silver Street, Kingsdon.'
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KINGDON VILLAGE HALL - ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Friday 27th May 2011 in the Village Hall , Kingsdon at 7.30pm.
Present: Mr M Singleton – Secretary, Mrs M Elliott, Mr W Elliott, Mrs A Leahy, Sir D Limon, Mr T Owen, Ms M
St Clair, Mrs J Toole and 5 Kingsdon Village Residents.
Apologies: Mr M Winsor - Treasurer.
1. Introduction by The Acting Chairman: In the absence of a Chair man for in excess of two year s, Mr M Singleton again agreed to stand in. He noted this was not a situation that could continue.
Mr M Singleton introduced the committee members, welcomed those present and outlined the general purpose of the
meeting ,and the management committee, for those new to the village.
2 Minutes of AGM held on 28th May 2020: The Acting Chair man r ead the minutes of the 2010 Annual Gener al
Meeting. It was agreed by all present that the minutes represented an accurate and true record of the meeting. A motion of acceptance was proposed by Mr W Elliott and seconded by Mrs J Toole. Motion carried.
3 Matters Arising: None.
4 Secretary’s Review: Mr M Singleton gave a full over view of the year ’s activities including the 13 regular user
groups/ bookings and the ad-hoc events organised during the period. In summary , the hall had been used on 383 occasions, an increase of 22 from the previous year. There had been some general public entertainment events and some
private party bookings. One issue raised had been the general state/availability of the heating, especially by the group
booked first thing on a Monday morning during the winter months.
The following work had been carried out during the year:
1.
The toilets were re-decorated
2.
Hall sign and main door re-varnished
3.
Water heater in Kitchen renewed
4.
New heater near piped fitted
5.
Drain cover outside in road replaced
5 The Treasurer Report: On behalf of the Tr easur er , Mr M Singleton pr esented the annual accounts as cer tified by the Independent Examiner Mr A Carnall, dated 20th May 2011 At the end of the year a positive balance of
£8,931 remained to be carried forward.
Bank Account current = £ 1,288
Savings Account = £7,714
Total £9,003, less outstanding cheque @ £72. = £8,931
A discussion followed on the electricity costs and recharging process. The VAT applied is 20% when hiring out and
5% for internal hall use-age…..so some billing would be applied at 20% Vat and some at 5% VAT. A Direct Debit
arrangement would save a further 2%.
6 Acting Chairman’s Assessment: Mr M Singleton r epor ted on a busy year with good r egular use-age of the
Village Hall facility by both local community groups and formal establishments/organisations.
The organising of formal public entertainment events by the Committee was always a concern with attendance numbers often being doubtful right up to the event….so such events always needed very serious assessment.
The matter of local involvement in the management of the Village Hall remains a matter of some concern with previous calls for volunteers being unsuccessful.
7 Question Time: Mr P Leahy r efer r ed to the r emoval of the Basket Ball facility dur ing the last couple of
weeks. He outlined the history of the Basket Ball Net which had been erected a good number of years ago when the
youngsters had been asked what they wanted. He accepted that it needed repairs but it was a Village sports facility
and not harming anyone. Mr Leahy thought that the action had been reprehensible especially given the upcoming
Olympic events. It had been paid for with a grant from Sport of Somerset.
The Acting Chairman, in noting the comments, expressed his concern for the upset caused to Mr Leahy but confirmed
that this decision had been formally agreed and taken by the Management Committee in January 2011. The facility
had been in need of substantial repairs and had been totally unused for a number of years. There were a number of
Health and Safety and Insurance concerns particularly with the car park location, the presence of motor vehicles (cars
& vans) and the extreme proximity of the ever increasingly busy Lower Road ( IE: new housing development/pub
usage). There was therefore an increasing concern that an accident involving a child/youth would be a real potential
risk, with all the consequences involved and the committee felt that this could be substantially mitigated by their actions and that it was their responsibility to act in advance, having become aware of the dangers. The decision was
made to remove it.
Mr Leahy repeated his concern as it was the only sports facility in the village and that not everyone in the village was
happy with the removal.. However no one present could re-call anyone using it within the last few years. Sir Donald
Limon referred to the outstanding and dedicated work done by the Acting Chairman and thought that there had been
plenty of previous opportunities for anyone to have expressed such views. He expressed his thanks to the Acting
Chairman, long may it continue.
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A number of other contributions centred on the idea of greater/wider future consultation & participation on such issues
and possibly the use of The Kingsdon Chronicle for such purposes.
8. Election of Officers: The following member s had confir med their r etir ement at this AGM after many year s of
service:
Mrs A Leahy – 20 Years.
Sir Donald Limon – 11 Years.
Mrs Jean Toole – 11 Years.
The Acting Chairman proposed a motion of thanks for those retiring and for their major contributions over many
years. Motion carried.
The following Officer & member nominees were duly elected unopposed:
David Thomson – Secretary
Michael Winsor - Treasurer
Ian Dibben – Assistant Treasurer, ( Previously Treasurer 1992-95)
There being no further business, the Acting Chairman thanked those present and closed the meeting at 8pm.
KINGSDON VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING
Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting held on Friday 27th May 2011 in the Village Hall , Kingsdon at
8.00pm.
Present: Mr M Singleton – Chairman, Mr D Thomson – Secretary, Mr Ian Dibben – Assistant Treasurer,
Mrs M Elliot – Bookings’ Secretary, Mr W Elliott, Mr T Owen – Seniors’ Club, Miss M St Clair – Ladies’ Club
1. Apologies: Apologies had been r eceived fr om Mr M Winsor - Treasurer
2. Minutes of the Last meeting: Minutes of the last meeting 19th January 2011 were approved and signed
3. Matters Arising:
3.1 Committee Room Windows - The wooden frame and seals were in need of repair, probably replacement. Much the
same position as for the kitchen window. The committee room window is currently boarded up as agreed at the last
meeting.
3.2 Wet Floor Signs - Three wet floor signs and colour coded mops & buckets had been purchased.
4. Take Art Events: The J ames Hickman and Dan Cassidy Concer t had made a final pr ofit of £235, but as with
all such events the actual organising and final numbers had been quite difficult, many bookings coming at the very last
minute. It was noted that this year’s funding had been substantially cut-back, and many of the events listed for
2011/12 seemed unsuitable or else the dates were difficult.
5. Long Term Projects
5.1 Insulation - The Hall heating issue was discussed at some length with the conclusion that it was not appr opriate to provide comprehensive 24 hour heating but to provide specific focused heating as and when required. In addition the roof and walls are unable to sustain any form of weight, so solar panels for example would be unsuitable.
It was further agreed to delay any capital decisions until such time as the issue of the School had been resolved. It was
noted that the Village Hall was also The War Memorial.
A particular concern was a draught from the North Wall…some form of insulation could possibly be fitted, although
damp protection would need to be considered. Some form of survey will be needed. In the meantime the stage curtains
should be left open to encourage ventilation
5.2 Kitchen - It was agreed to look into an auto “cut-off” for the water, so as to limit the extent of any possible water
damage.
5.3 Heating - Gener ally, user s ar e happy with the heating pr ovided…a major problem exists with the Monday
morning booking group who have to contend with a Cold Hall to begin with at least. Charges for the electricity useage were carefully monitored and balanced out and were correct.
5.4 External Decoration - The exter ior of the Village Hall was last painted in 2005. It was agr eed on an attempt
to paint the exterior on 6th August…volunteers would as always be very welcome.
6. Any Other Business
6.1 Basket Ball Facility - Member s expr essed some sur pr ise at the concer n r aised at the AGM by Mr P Leahy
as this decision had been taken and publicised through the minutes of the last committee meeting. It was noted that the
facility was located in an active car park, near a road and had hardly been used for a few years. It was agreed that it
might be useful to publish the minutes of all future meetings in” The Kingston Chronicle” so that everyone would be
able see all the issues raised ,discussed and the decisions taken.
7. Date of Next meeting - To be ar r anged.
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There is a factory in Essex which makes the Tickle Me

Elmo toys. The toy laughs when you tickle it under the
arms. Well, Shelley is hired at The Tickle Me Elmo
factory and she reports for her first day promptly at 8:00
am. The next day at 8:45 am there is a knock at the Personnel Manager's door. The Foreman throws open the
door and begins to rant about the new employee. He
complains that she is incredibly slow and the whole line
is backing up, putting the entire production line behind
schedule. The Personnel Manager decides he should see
this for himself, so the 2 men march down to the factory
floor. When they get there the line is so backed up that
there are Tickle Me Elmo's all over the factory floor and
they're really beginning to pile up.
At the end of the line stands Shelley surrounded by
mountains of Tickle Me Elmo's. She has a roll of plush
Red fabric and a huge bag of small marbles.
The 2 men watch in amazement as she cuts a little piece
of fabric, wraps it around two marbles and begins to
carefully sew the little package between Elmo's legs.
The Personnel Manager bursts into laughter. After several minutes of hysterics he pulls himself together and
approaches Shelley.
'I'm sorry,' he says to her, barely able to keep a straight
face, 'but I think you misunderstood the instructions I
gave you yesterday...'
'Your job is to give Elmo two test tickles’.

The manager of a large office noticed a new man one
day and told him to come into his office. "What is your
name?" was the first thing the manager asked the new
guy.
"John," the new guy replied.
The manager scowled, "Look, I don't know what kind of
a namby-pamby place you worked at before, but I don't
call anyone by his first name. It breeds familiarity and
that leads to a breakdown in authority. I refer to my employees by their last name only - Smith, Jones, Baker that's all. I am to be referred to only as Mr. Robertson.
Now that we got that straight, what is your last name?"
The new guy sighed and said, "Darling. My name is
John Darling."
"Okay, John, the next thing I want to tell you is..."

“A lion will not cheat on his wife, but a Tiger
Wood!"

A Sunday school teacher asked the children in her class, "If
I sold my house and my car, had a big garage sale and gave
all my money to the church, would I get into Heaven?"
"No!" the children all answered.
"If I cleaned the church every day, mowed the yard, and kept
everything neat and tidy, would I get into Heaven?"
Again the answer was "No!"
"Well", she continued, "then how can I get into Heaven?"
A five-year-old boy shouted out, "You gotta be dead!"
A boy had reached four without giving up the habit of sucking his thumb, though his mother had tried everything from
bribery to reasoning to painting it with lemon juice to discourage the habit. Finally she tried threats, warning her son
that, "If you don't stop sucking your thumb, your stomach is
going to blow up like a balloon." Later that day, walking in
the park, mother and son saw a pregnant woman sitting on a
bench. The four-year-old considered her gravely for a minute, then spoke to her saying,
"Uh-oh ... I know what
you've been doing."
Aoccdrnig to a rscheearch at Cmabrigde Uinervtisy, it deosn’t mttaer in waht oredr the ltteers in a wrod are, the olny
iprmoetnt tihng is taht the frist and lsat ltteer be at the rghit
pclae. The rset can be a total mses and you can sitll raed it
wouthit porbelm. Tihs is bcuseae the huamn mnid deos not
raed ervey lteter by istlef, but the wrod as a wlohe. Pettry
amzanig huh?
Chicken Surprise A couple go for a meal at a Chinese
restaurant and order the 'Chicken Surprise',
The waiter brings the meal, served in a lidded cast iron pot.
Just as the wife is about to serve herself, the lid of the pot
rises slightly and she briefly sees two beady little eyes looking around before the lid slams back down.
'Good grief, did you see that?' she asks her husband. He
hadn't, so she asks him to look in the pot. Just as he reaches
for the lid, it rises and he sees two beady little eyes looking
around before it slams back down. Rather perturbed, he calls
the waiter over, explains what is happening, and demands an
explanation.
'Please sir,' says the waiter, 'what you order?' The husband
replies, 'Chicken Surprise.'
'Ah! So sorry,' says the waiter, 'I bring you Peeking Duck!

Three handsome male dogs are walking down the street when they see a beautiful, enticing, female Poodle. The three
male dogs fall all over themselves in an effort to be the one to reach her first, but end up arriving in front of her at the
same time. The males are speechless before her beauty, slobbering on themselves and hoping for just a glance from
her in return. Aware of her charms and her obvious effect on the three suitors, she decides to be kind and tells them
“The first one who can use the words “liver” and “cheese” together in an imaginative, intelligent sentence can go out
with me.” The sturdy, muscular black Lab speaks up quickly and says “I love liver and cheese.” “Oh, how childish,”
said the Poodle. “That shows no imagination or intelligence whatsoever.” She turned to the tall, shiny Golden Retriever and said “How well can you do?” “Ummmm...I HATE liver and cheese,” blurts the Golden Retriever. “My, my,”
said the Poodle. “I guess it’s hopeless. That’s just as dumb as the Lab’s sentence.” She then turns to the last of the
three dogs and says, “How about you, little guy?” The last of the three, tiny in stature but big in fame and finesse, is
the Taco Bell Chihuahua. He gives her a smile, a sly wink, turns to the Golden Retriever and the Lab and says...
“Liver alone. Cheese mine.”
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Page 10

Kingsdon Parish Councillors and their specific topics

Tony Masters: Chair man - Jacaranda, Lotment Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LG Tel 01935 840801
Email: armasters@btinternet.com
Angela Saunders: Vice-Chairman - School Governor - Chatsworth, Top Street, Kingsdon, TA11 7JU
Tel 01935 840130 Email: angiesaunders@btinternet.com
Mel Clode: Dog fouling and r elated items, Litter , Gr affiti, Fly tipping, Fly posting, Damaged bins & Abandoned vehicles
and related items - 3 Underwood Rd, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ Tel 01935 840293 Email: melclode273@btinternet.com
Antony Colton: Highways - 30 Underwood Road, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ Tel 07894954449 Email: anmaria50@gmail.com
Richard Hollaway: Village Hall & facilities - Kingsdon Court, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LB
Tel 01935 840628 Email: richard.hollaway@tiscali.co.uk
Dave Morris: Footpaths & Tr ees - Stithians Cottage, North Town, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ.
Elaine Owen: Recr eation Field. - Innes House, Lower Road, Kingsdon, TA11 7LL Tel 01 935 841120
Email: owen.somerset@btinternet.com
John Calvert Distr ict Councillor (Nor thstone War d) Peacock Cottage, High St. Queen Camel. BA22 7NQ
Tel 01935 850458 Email: john.calvert@southsomerset.gov.uk
Jimmy Zouche (The Lor d Zouche) County Councillor (Somer ton Division) The Abbey, Char lton Adam, Somer ton,
Somerset. TA11 7BE Tel 01458 223253 Email: jimmyzouche@hotmail.com
David Heath MP Constituency Office - 14 Catherine Hill, Frome, Somerset, BA11 1BZ Tel: 01373 473618
Fax: 01373 455152 Claire Hudson: head of office - email: hudsoncl@parliament.uk
Sally Smith Cler k to Kingsdon Par ish Council, The Old Coach House, Top Str eet, Kingsdon..
TA11 7JU Tel 01935 842094 Mobile 07729 301207 Email sally@tradewindspr.co.uk

Kingsdon Recreation Field
The Parish Council would like to thank Linda Rumbles for her thoughts on the village field in the last issue of the
Chronicle as this gives us an opportunity to explain some forthcoming activity in the recreation field. All of these items
have been discussed at various Parish Council meetings and noted in the minutes that are published in the Chronicle,
but it is probably helpful to readers to summarise the planned activity all in one place.

The vegetation under the railings at the top of the field has been cleared so that we could get estimates for
repair. These will be considered at the next meeting in September. These elegant Victorian railings need
maintenance to ensure that they will last for the next hundred years!


The Parish Council has approved an affordable repair to the walls at the lower edge of the field. Temporary
vegetation clearance will be required to provide a 2 metre wide working space. Work is scheduled to start on
4thAugust.
We would like to reassure parishioners that there is no change of policy for day to day recreation field management
(about which parishioners have generally been extremely complimentary). We do not own the field and are responsible
for maintaining good husbandry of the field under the terms of the lease.
We warmly welcome parishioners to the Parish Council meetings where you may speak about any village matter. In
addition please don’t hesitate to contact individual councillors, each have an area of responsibility as listed above, but
any of them will be able to advise you about bringing a matter to the attention of the Parish Council. Elaine Owen
Barn Owls in Kingsdon
Kingsdon has a history and good track record for supporting Barn Owl populations, with at least one particular nest site
within the village boundary being actively used since the late 1940's. This particular nest has been monitored by the Hawk
and Owl Trust since 1990, and has produced no fewer than 20 fledged Barn Owls during that period (this year the site still
remains active).
Habitat is of course key to maintaining a nesting population and Kingsdon's mix of low intensive farming, small field structures, mixed woodland, abundant hedge rows and excellently run woodland and field management make for a perfect Barn
Owl environment. Grass margins around any field or open ground will encourage the local vole population and hence produce food for a number of species, and Barn Owl's in particular. However, the temporary loss or restriction of the margins
around the village field (for Boundary repairs) is unlikely to have a detrimental effect to the current village owl population.
More farmers are now opting to provide 6m wide grass margins on their land compared to 10-15 years ago, and so the village field margins are now not so unique. Hence the owls have a wider variety of hunting areas to choose from at the moment. Barn Owls are very territorial and it is unusual to have more than one pair occupying the village at the same time, although there have been instances in the past where this has happened. There are a number of alternative nest sites available
in the village (natural sites and created nest box sites) to provide alternatives should a new pair wish to attempt a territory
claim ,and also to provide alternatives for the existing pair. Fast moving cars, street lights, removal of hedgerows, use of
pesticides and open steep sided water troughs are of much greater concern to the Barn Owl in today's world. D. Morris

Page 11

Draft Minutes of Kingsdon Parish Council Bi-monthly and Planning Meetings
held on Thursday 14th July at 7pm in the Village Hall
Present: A. Master s (Chair man), Messr s. D Mor r is, R Hollaway, M Clode, A Colton; Mr s E Owen (Par ish
Councillors); Mr J Calvert (District Councillor) and Mr J Zouche (County Councillor); Mrs S Smith (Parish Clerk).
There were 10 Parishioners and the Local Police Community Support Officer in attendance.
Apologies: Mr s A Saunder s

Parish Council Bi-Monthly Meeting
Minutes: The minutes of the pr evious bi-monthly meeting were confirmed read, approved and signed.
Local Police Community Support Officer Fiona Wilson r epor ted ther e had been an incidence of theft in May
when oil had been removed from a property. She said there had been a number of thefts involving fuel across the region.
A Parishioner asked for comment on whether Kingsdon was thought to be vulnerable to travellers and the response
was that the village was not particularly vulnerable because it was not easy to access.
Matters arising:
Village walls – the chairman reported that work would commence on August 4th and the cost will be £1,500.
Removal of basketball equipment from outside village hall – The Chairman read a letter from Martin Singleton of
the Village Hall Committee outlining the facts. There was comment that the Village Hall Committee does a good job
and it was there to make decisions. There was some discussion on how many local children were in the village and
what they might require.
Proposed by Mr R Hollaway, seconded by Mr A Colton: The needs of childr en in the village should be looked
at to work out any specific facilities they might like.
The motion was carried. This would be r epor ted in the Kingsdon Chr onicle as a star t to gather ing in infor mation.
Village verges: Mr R Hollaway r epor ted that Scott Davies of the Council’s Highway’s Department had been very
helpful and had looked at the verges around the new estate at Park Farm. Mr Davies had said he saw no objection to
siting bollards in the area to prevent parking, but they would have to be installed by an SSDC approved contactor. Mr
R Hollaway said he was concerned about the cost of this.
Cllr J Zouche said he would look into the matter for us but indicated the village could put up a no-parking sign as
long as there were no official complaints, although this would not be legally enforceable.
The Parish Clerk read a letter from Mr and Mrs Toms, a resident in a house bordering on the verges offering to put in
plantings to landscape the area. It was pointed out that the verge lies over two perforated drainage pipes and care
would have to be taken to ensure no roots affected the drainage.
Mr A Colton said he would speak to the residents within the new estate re planting, the drains and putting up no parking signs to protect the area.
There was discussion over a letter in the Kingsdon Chronicle re the trimming of the verges around the village field.
Mrs E Owen said the reason this had happened was purely to provide access to the railings which needed repair and
further verges will need to be cut when the walls are repaired.
Village field railings and gate r epair s: Mr s E Owen said the cost to r epair the r ailings and gate was £395. 57p.
but would like to obtain another quote. Mr D Morris said there were a number of local steel fabricators that may be
willing to quote for the job. The Chairman said he knew of a recommended steel fabricator in Babcary and would
approach them to obtain another quote. Mrs E Owen said the length of the lease on the field needed to be checked to
ensure the cost of repair was worthwhile.
Gate to recreation field: Par ishioner Mr T Owen showed a model of a kissing gate ar r angement incor por ating
a post that had the facility to fold down and outlined the work needed and cost. There was some discussion over the
risk of travellers; vehicle access and other options. Mrs E Owen said she would follow this up including obtaining
additional quotes and report back at the next meeting.
Rubbish on Top Street: Mr M Clode said a notice had gone up and the situation had impr oved.
Pot holes: A long and detailed letter had been r eceived fr om Scott Davies in the Highways Depar tment. Mr A
Colton reported on the response and said the outcome was that any serious potholes needed to be reported on an individual basis.
Other business:
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Design statement: The Chair man said it was now out of date. Mr s E Owen said it needs to be online and downloadable and she would look into that. Cllr J Calvert said it was a good time to revisit it, get it updated and then get if
officially adopted by the South Somerset County Council. Mrs E Owen said she would consult with Parishioner Mr B
Carlisle and report back at the next meeting.
Signposts and National Trust: Mr s E Owen r epor ted on setting up a link between Kingsdon and Lytes Car y so
both would be aware of activities and events that might affect each other.
Insurance: Mr R Hollaway confir med this was now in place.
Siting of new grit bins: All was agr eed and the Highways Dept would fill the new bins when in place.
Snow Clearance: The Cler k r epor ted that the Atwells had completed the necessar y for m filling but had not had
confirmation back from the Council. Cllr J Zouche said he would look into this.
Byelaws and standing laws: Mr M Clode said ther e was a book that details pr ecisely what we can and can ’t do
and was £79 in paperback form. It was agreed this could be useful but a new version would be due out in around two
years and it made sense to wait and purchase the updated version. Mr M Clode said he would check on the new publication date.
Signposts: Mr A Colton said he had been in contact with the Highways Dept r e the cost of r epair ing the damaged signpost at the Lytes Cary junction. He agreed to get a quote for a finger board replacement on the sign.
Parish Maps: Mr s E Owen gave a r epor t on an online mapping system and the cost of joining which would be
£30 for the first year and £10 a year after that. She said she had obtained a free evaluation licence to view the system
from her home computer and would invite Councillors around to look at it.
Kingsdon Chronicle: An outline of costs had been pr esented by Mr W Elliott who was unable to attend this
meeting. There was some discussion about the Chronicle and it was agreed it was an excellent asset to the village. It
was agreed to postpone discussion until the next meeting when Mr Elliott could be present.
Catsgore: Mr M Clode r epor ted on a limited accommodation site wher e one family had been gr anted per mission to stay. He said there were now plans to apply to enlarge the site. While it was not within the Parish, it was agreed
it could be of concern. Cllr J Zouche said he was aware of this and it had been discussed at Somerton. Cllr J Calvert
said he would talk to planning about it to find out what was happening.
Boules court: A Par ishioner outlined an idea to install a boules cour t in the cor ner of the Par ish field and set up
a local club and village team. The sport is growing in popularity and suitable for all ages. Maintenance would be minimal. It was suggested that the Jubilee Fund could contribute towards the cost. It was mentioned that it would be of major benefit to the pub and therefore the pub should also make a contribution. The council asked for more details on
this including exact costing and also some indication of support from the village before looking at it further.
Kingsdon Community Group: Par ishioner Mr P Leahy said he had taken over the chair manship of the gr oup
concerned with the retention of the village school building, and a consultation questionnaire was being prepared.
There being no more business, the meeting ended at 9.05pm

Parish Council Planning Meeting

The minutes of the previous planning meeting were confirmed read, approved and signed.
Application No 11/01930/FUL.
New applicant Mr David Thomson. Refurbishment of stable block to provide ancillary accommodation for residents of
Park Farm.
Park Farm House, Lower Road, Kingsdon TA11 7LL
The Chairman gave an outline of the plan and there was minimal discussion.
Proposed by Mr R Hollaway, seconded by Mr A Colton, that appr oval be given.
The motion was carried.
Application No 11/02254/FUL
Applicant LPI Ltd. Application for a new planning permission to replace extant planning permission 08/2614/FUL for
conversion of disused former barn into a dwelling and erection of a garage
There was discussion on the original planning permission.
Proposed by Mr M Clode, seconded by Mr R Hollaway, that per mission be given subject to the plans r emained
exactly as those passed on the originally approved plans.
The motion was carried.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 9.25pm.
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All Saints Church

Priest in Charge
Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029 (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other occasional services)
Assistant Priest
Curate
Revd Wendy Griffith Tel 01458 224087
Revd Bruce Faulkner Tel 01458 270902
Church Wardens
David Beswick. Tel 01935 840795
Parochial Church Council
Secretary Sir Donald Limon Tel 01935 840450
Treasurer Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692
Tower Captain
Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344

Church Services for August
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

7th
14th
21st
28th

11am
11am
11am
9.30am

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion

6pm Evensong

Church Rotas for August

Brass: Angie Saunder s & Mr s Gillespie

Flowers: J ean Fr ost & Ann Baldwin

Kingsdon Village Hall

For all information (except bookings) contact: - Martin Singleton, Mountsandel Lodge, Mow Barton Rd. Kingsdon. TA11 7LG
Tel. 01935 841162
For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk
Short Mat Bowls
Table Tennis Club
Yeovil District Canine Soc.
Painting of Village Hall
Practical Study Group

Bookings for August 2011

Mondays 7pm - 9pm, Tuesdays 10am - 12noon
Tuesdays at 7.30pm
Wednesdays & Thur sdays @8pm
Satur day 6th
Wednesday 17th 10am - 3pm

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club

The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings (apart from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between 7.30pm
and 9.30pm. If you are interested then please contact Shirley or Martin Singleton on 841162 or just come along.

Kingsdon Cricket Club

Fixtures for August

Secretary: Kathy J amison
‘The Swallows’ 43 Kingsdon Tel 01935 841049
President: Wally Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon,
Somerton, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Chairman: Ian Bir r ell, Water smeet, Huish Episcopi,
Langport TA10 9HE Tel 01458 250246

Kingsdon Seniors Club

The Seniors Club meet on the 2nd Wednesday of
the month at 3pm in the Village Hall. New members are always welcome.
For information contact Club Secretary Marilyn
Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon.
Tel 01935 841444

7th August
14th August
21st August
28th August

Sunday

Pitney

Away

Sunday
Sunday

Crewkerne
Dinder

Away
Home

Kingsdon Ladies Club

The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall. New members and visitors are always welcome.
For information contact Club President Lynne Davies, Holly House, Frog
Lane, Kingsdon. TA11 7LL Tel 01935 840660 or
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11 7LB
Tel 01935 840344

Kingsdon Recycling and
Waste Collection Dates for August
Wheelie Bin Refuse Collection Days
Tuesday 2nd, Tuesday 16th & Wednesday 31st
Recycling and Food Waste Collection Days
Tuesdays except 30th which will be
collected on 31st

The Kingsdon Chronicle - Editor: Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444, Mobile 07899 734049,
email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com
http:www.ukvillages.co.uk/UserNews/39269/The+Kingsdon+Chronicle

