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Kingsdon Village Hall Decorations
Flags and bunting were plentiful for the decoration of the village hall for the Wedding Weekend. A big thank you
to my helpers, Norma & David Black, Douglas Higson, Guy & Helen Lancaster and Marilyn Elliott.
The first event was the Quiz and Dance on the Wedding day evening, which was attended by almost 100 packing the
hall. There were some very tasty picnic hampers and fancy dress costumes! The winners of the fancy dress were :
Men - Guy Lancaster
Ladies - Connie Burgess
Children - Josh & Thomas Lancaster
Juvenile - Laura Quinlan
Awards were also given to a number of
Nell Gwynnes.
The Quiz winners wer e the Royal Family
A very big thank you to Anthony Sycamore for providing the music in his own
indomitable style, much enjoyed by all.
We were also indebted to our ‘postie’,
Mike Francis alias Nelson, for providing
the dance music. It sure brought on the
sciatica, that will teach me!
Thanks to a very generous donation of
prizes, the raffle and auction raised over
£300..
Saturday Morning, 30th, and it was
back to the hall for Bacon Butties courtesy
of Sally, Win & Jenny, Sally, Freda, Linda
& Norma.
There was a Spice Quiz thanks to the Owen family and a Sale of Plants all grown
and nurtured by Alex Davidson which
raised over £140 . There was also a display of knitting for the Linus project. The
next meeting of the Linus project will be
on Saturday 21st May 10.30am -12.
Saturday afternoon and mor e walking,
this time it was the Treasure Hunt around
the village. It was a real family affair thanks to the organisers, Richard & Julie South.

The Scarecrow Competition. 17 entr ies wer e judged, the standar d of the scar ecr ows was amazing, as can be
seen on these pages The judges were unanimous in deciding, after considerable discussion, that it was not possible to
pick out any single winner and instructed that all entries should be commended. All participants received a framed
picture of their Scarecrows and a certificate.
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Fancy Dress Winners and Disco Dancers

Best Man - Sir Guy Lancaster

Best Lady-Pearly Queen Connie Burgess

Best Lord Fauntleroy
George Owen

I was presenting prizes, but I really was
the overall winner
- don’t you think?

Best Children - Guards-

Another great idea of mine - prizes for all Nell Gwynnes!!! - Well done to you all
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Calm down dear

The younger members of the winning
quiz team

Young and Old took to the dance floor, a silly thing to do at my age!!

The Tea Dance

There was a splendid turn out for the final event of our Royal Wedding Weekend with over 60 sitting down to high
tea served by Freda, Babs, Ann, Jenny Norma & Win, who along with all the cake and sandwich makers deserve a
big thank you. We are also indebted to Ann Coyle and Debbie Nursey for the loan of the fantastic tea service, thankfully nothing got broken! A fantastic £280 was raised for the Jubilee fund
During the afternoon the framed photographs of scarecrows along with certificates were presented.
Well, all that is left to do is to put away the flags and bunting until next June when they will be put back up around
the village field for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations. You have 13 months to make your next Scarecrows!
Just some of the Scarecrow competitors
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Margaret showing she hasn’t lost that
maternal touch
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A SCARE IN KINGSDON WOODS
by Peter Crowter

We had a field near Somerton it was two miles away,
You had to drive through Kingsdon woods, that was the quickest
way.
Along Wood Lane and then turn left down where the lane got steep.
T’was only fit for tractors, a Landrover or a Jeep.
Our field, the first one on the right spread out below the wood,
And so they called it Underwood and that’s the name that stood.
One June the field was cut and dried and full of bales of hay.
Farmer Frank said, ‘Right then boys we’ll pick them up today.
You take them four- wheel trailers boy and you go on ahead Wait, hang on, I’ve not finished yet!’ then this is what he said.
‘Hitch one behind the other one then you can pull the two,
But when you get to that steep hill now this is what you do,
You unhitch one, don’t try to take both trailers down that slope,
Cause they are far too heavy and the Fergy will not cope.
I coupled up the trailers and set off for Underwood,
It was a bright and sunny day and I was feeling good.
I drove up through the village and saw certain folk I knew,
Were they impressed with my long load? I waved to one or two.
And then I drove into Wood Lane past Charlie Marrow’s cows,
And then over the cross-roads, past the field with Gaylard’s sows.
They were rooting in the ground to search for things to munch,
And then I passed the paddock where the shooters had their lunch.
Now I drove into the wood and round the left-hand bend,
I went along the rutted track and started to descend.
I stopped the tractor and jumped down to do as I was told,
But when you’re just a teenager you think you’re brave and bold.
To leave a trailer all up here is going to be a pain,
I’ll only have to turn around and drive up here again.
I jumped back on the tractor and I set off down the slope,
To hold back those two trailers my small Fergy had no hope.
We were sliding down the slope and I had no control,
And then there was no safety cab, oh please don’t let us roll.
We were going faster and the trees were whizzing by,
I wish I’d done as Farmer said ‘cause I’m too young to die.
Our field approached me rapidly I shot on past the gate,
I clung onto the steering wheel oh what would be my fate?
I had to slow down somehow p’raps the hedge would do the trick,
I turned the steering to the right and aimed for where t’was thick.
I ducked to dodge the hazel twigs I though I’d come to grief,
And then at last we halted it was such a great relief.
I tried to back out of the hedge the wheels just spun around,
Then Les and brother Frank arrived, I’m for it I’ll be bound.
When they’d had a look to see no damage had been done,
They said, ‘Well that ul teach you, you were lucky there my son.’
They pulled me back onto the lane, they never told their dad,
So Farmer never knew thank God, ‘cause he would have gone mad.

Letters to the editor
I was really furious when I read in the Chronicle
that there was even a slight suggestion to sell the
village hall, and I know others who feel the same.
Whilst I do not wish to dwell too much on the
past my mind did go back to a group of people
who worked tirelessly raising money, and to villagers who gave generously, in order to get that
Hall. (Money was not plentiful in those days the main occupation being farm work.) As I understand it - they first of all raised money for a
‘Welcome Home’ for the servicemen & women
of World War II, and then decided to carry on
towards building a much - needed Village Hall.
There was much interest in this new hall, which
in those days was a bit of a rarity, and people
came from as far away as Bristol and Bath areas
to see it, and get advice.
If the present hall needs to be more comfortable
for small gatherings - and I do agree, has anyone
considered the possibility of a folding screen, or
doors, as a partition? I have seen them done in
other halls and it is very successful.
Lest anyone thinks I am just an old fogey who
doesn't know what she’s talking about - let me
assure you I still have a bit of brain working, and
I beg you all to think very carefully, and look into
all possibilities before doing anything. Who
knows - with care, the village hall might even
become a ‘Listed Building’ for future generations.
Irene Attwell Woodlands, Kingsdon.

Message from Beth Waller
Beth Waller thanks the person who kindly lent
her a couple of ‘carry - on’ bags earlier this year.
At that time she was looking forward to a holiday
in Spain.
However since being unwell she cannot remember who this kind person was. Beth is looking
forward to returning them so perhaps that person
would call in for them. Many Thanks

Ilchester School Spring Fair

Saturday 21 May 11.00 am – 2.00 pm
All Welcome - If you would like to run a Stall,
please contact Ruth on 01935 841654 for details

Kingsdon Winter Quiz Result

The winter quiz ‘An English Country Garden’
was won by Ann Leahy with 100% correct.
The answers to the quiz can be found on the back
page.
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The Kingsdon Annual Good Friday Walk
It was a glorious day for the annual Good Friday Walk through Kingsdon Woods. Over 250 people walked the trail,
one of our largest turn-outs for many years, perhaps the scorching weather helped, unlike last years deluge.. Over
300 eggs were laid or raffled. There was plenty of chatter, laughter and a few groans going up the hill, but what a
view with the trees in bud or
leaf and the bluebells in
bloom with their beautiful
scent.
Thanks to David & Alison
and the ladies, Hot Cross
buns were buttered, tea and
drinks ready for the thirsty
walkers on their return. Patrick rattled the collecting tin,
Ethel sold raffle tickets with
many children winning the
raffled eggs.
By the end of the day the,
through everyone's generosity, the magnificent sum of
£436.12 had been raised for
St. Margaret’s Hospice. This
was boosted by a kind gentleman from the shoot who
gave us a further £70 making a grand total of £506.12
On a sad note, a small group of children were seen at 10.15am in the woods without adults scurrying around the trail
collecting many eggs that had been put out for the official walkers and then they headed back to cars parked at the
crossroads before the walk started. I shall endeavour to think up a plan to prevent this next year.
(Babs)

Kingsdon Cricket Club

Invitation to the Opening of the New Kingsdon Cricket Ground
The new Kingsdon Cricket Ground at the end of Frog Lane is to be officially opened on Sunday 8th May.
The tea ladies will provide a special garden party tea for the event…….There is a Car Park at Kingsdon Cricket
Club’s home ground at the end of Frog Lane. Please park in the Car Park on the field. NOT in Frog Lane.
New Players and Vice-Presidents are always welcome, for more information contact any of the committee members:

Fixtures for May
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Kingsdon Seniors Club
Douglas welcomed 21 members to the monthly meeting held on 12th April. He introduced the guest speaker, Alan
McGowan who is a trustee of HMS Warrior, launched in 1860, he gave a brief history. .
HMS W arrior was the fir st ir on-hulled, armour-plated warship, built for the Royal Navy in response to the first
ironclad warship, the French La Gloire, launched a year earlier.
When completed in October 1861, W arrior was by far the
largest, fastest, most heavily armed and most heavily armoured warship the world had ever seen. She was almost
twice the size of La Gloire and thoroughly outclassed the
French ship in speed, armour, and gunnery.
Warrior did not introduce any radical new technology, but for
the first time combined steam engines, rifled breech-loading
guns, iron construction, iron armour, and the propeller in one
ship, and all built to an unprecedented scale.
Her construction started an intense international competition
between guns and armour that did not end until air power
made battleships obsolete in the Second World War
The ship having served in the navy, did service with the coastguard before acting as a depot ship for torpedo boats with the
naval reserve. She eventually ended up in Portsmouth and
1979 the Martine Trust was given the ship and she went to
Hartlepool to be completely restored, returning to Portsmouth to be part of the historical dockyard, together with
HMS Victory and the Mary Rose.
Teas were served by Edna Gordon and Ann Baldwin.

Kingsdon Village Hall
Annual General Meeting
Will be held in Kingsdon Village Hall on Friday
27th May 2011 AT 7.30PM
AGENDA
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

Introduction by the Acting Chairman
Minutes of AGM held on 28th May 2010
Matters arising.
The Secretary's Review.
The Treasurer's Report
Acting Chairman's Assessment.
Question time.
Election of Officers

Any nominations or items for the above should be
sent in writing to the Hon. Secretary Martin Singleton at Mountsandel Lodge, Mow Barton Road,
Kingsdon, TA11 7LG by Friday 20th May.

Kingsdon Stores
Easter draw
The Easter Egg Raffle organised by Angie Attwell
was drawn by Jean Darvill on 8th April witnessed
by Jackie Ellis and Ann Baldwin.
The winner was Veronica Spender.
The draw raised £48 for the Kingsdon Jubilee Fund
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12th March - 30th October
11am - 5pm, at dusk if earlier (Closed on Thursdays)
Open Good Friday and Bank Holiday Mondays.
Last admission 30 minutes before closing.

Forthcoming Events
Plant Fair

15th May
Browse among the selection of plants and garden accessories that will be on sale, ask advice from specialist local
nurseries and take away some inspiring ideas for your own garden. The garden team will also be available to discuss
the management of the herbaceous borders at Lytes Cary. 11:00am - 4:30pm.
Admission to the plant fair is free, normal admission charges apply to House and Garden.

Sow and Grow

28th - 30th May
Hands on fun activities to encourage children to get involved in the garden.11:00am - 4:30pm.
Normal admission charges apply.

Croquet Day

1 June 2011 12:00pm
Enjoy the noble but ruthless family game of croquet. Expert tuition provided by the Lytes Cary Croquet Club.
Free event (normal admission charges apply)

For more information contact Emma Munn Tel: 01458 224471
or email: emma.munn@nationaltrust.org.uk

Help Wanted at Lytes Cary
Lytes Cary Manor is always in need of volunteers to help support this special place and get involved with the day to
day running of the property. We have many roles on offer including working in the house as a room guide, volunteering in the garden, helping in the shop and selling raffle tickets. Once you have volunteered for 50 hours you will be
given a volunteer card that entitles you to free entry to NT properties in addition to a 20% discount in NT shops and
catering outlets. There are many other benefits to volunteering including meeting new people, volunteer outings and
property socials. If you are interested in volunteering with us, please contact the Lytes Cary office on 01458 224471
or via email lytescarymanor@nationaltrust.org.uk.

Kingsdon Ladies Club
Lynne Davies welcomed 14 members to the meeting held on 12th April. Birthday girls were Lynne
Davies, Jean Toole and Connie Burgess. It was announced that if anyone was interested in going to
the Octagon on April 24th for a floral demonstration to contact Edna Gordon.
This month an excellent guest speaker had been found in magician David Beckley, who is a Gold
Star member of the Inner Magic Circle. He gave an insight into the history of magic and certainly
baffled everyone with his tricks. Phyl Winsor gave the vote of thanks.
Refreshments were provided Shirley Singleton & Ann Leahy. The meeting closed at 9.45pm
David Beckley
The Speaker at the next meeting on May 10th at 7.30pm will be Doctor Francis Burroughes, Managing Director of the most prestigious Bristol Blue Glass SW company in Bedminster, Bristol, whose talk will be
entitled ‘The Wonderful World of Glass’
Visitors and new members always welcome.
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TAPAS & WINE TESTING EVENING
at The Kingsdon Inn on Wednesday 4th May 2011
Caballa Piri Piri
Mackerel Fillets Glazed with a light Garlic & chilli Piri Piri
Tortilla Espanola
Omelette Filled with Potatoes, Peppers & Onions
Albondigas
Meat Balls with a Tomato & Green Bean Sauce
Tabla De Fiambre
Selection of Spanish Cured Meats
Ensalada Du Atun
Tuna Salad topped with Boiled Egg, & Garlic Croutons
Pincho Verduras
Grilled Vegetables Marinated in Coriander, Mint &Garlic Oil
Calamares A La Andaluza
Lightly Fried Crispy Squid
Croquettes De Pescado
Croquettes of Fish, Parsley & Potato
Paella De Mariscos
Fresh Seafood Paella
Polloy Chorizo Espanola
Sliced Chicken Breast & Chorizo in Tomato Cream & Basil Sauce
ALL THE ABOVE TAPAS

£4.60 each

Aceitunas Alinadas
£2.90
Mixed Marinated Olives
Pancatalana
£1.90
Garlic Bread with Tomato

Compost
Buy local - Save your fuel
Free local delivery
40 litre Organic Multi-Purpose (not
suitable for seed) £2.50 each or 3 for only
£6
10 litre Multi-Purpose (suitable for seed)
£1 each
40 litre Multi Purpose (suitable for seed)
£3 each
30 litre Ericaceous £3 each
70 litre ornamental bark £4.50
33 litre Grow Bags £1.25

T R Carpentry and Joinery
Kitchen fitting - Doors & Windows fitting
Flooring of all types - Decking - Skirtings and
Architraves
Shelving - Built in Wardrobes
For all your Carpentry and Joinery needs

Tom Reed
07729 187293

01458 241910

Why struggle with heavy bags, let Paul
take the strain.

Contact Paul Attwell Tel 07906 018082.
Orders also taken by Angela at
Kingsdon Stores
Visit Paul’s new shop ‘Bargain Basement’ in West Street, Somerton, next to
the railway bridge.

We distribute quality dried herbs & spices nationally via our website at:
www.thebestpossibletaste.co.uk.
Call at Innes House to buy at ‘friends and neighbours’ rates.
Herb/spice boxes: Web price 88p. Your price 60p
Spice'n'tice curry kits:
Web price £1.99. Your price £1.60
Web price £2.49. Your price £2.00
Other items 20% off web price.
Phone 01935 841120 (or call by) to get a full list of the herbs and spices available
from Tim or Elaine Owen, Innes House, Lower Road, Kingsdon.
(next to the Village Hall)
Babysitting / Child Minding in Kingsdon
Do you need the services of a Babysitter / Child Minder? Contact Kelly Osborne at Delimara, Pitts Lane,
Kingsdon, Tel: mobile 07921161088, Home: 01935 840337 or e-mail kellyosborne@hotmail.co.uk
Kelly works in a school. She has plenty of experience and is the holder of an up-to date CRB reference. She is
available most evenings, some weekends and school holidays (apart from the summer).
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Messages written on tombstones
Harry Edsel Smith of Albany, New York :
Born 1903--Died 1942.
Looked up the elevator shaft
to see if the car was on the way down.
It was.
In a Thurmont, Maryland, cemetery:
Here lies an Atheist, all dressed up and no place to go.
On the grave of Ezekial Aikle
Here lies Ezekial Aikle, Age 102.
Only the Good Die Young.
In a London, England cemetery:
Here lies Ann Mann,
who lived an old maid but died an old Mann.
In a Ribbesford, England , cemetery:
Anna Wallace - The children of Israel wanted bread,
and the Lord sent them manna.
Clark Wallace wanted a wife,
and the Devil sent him Anna.
In a Ruidoso, New Mexico, cemetery:
Here lies Johnny Yeast. Pardon me for not rising.
A lawyer's epitaph in England:
Sir John Strange.
Here lies an honest lawyer, and that is Strange.
In a Uniontown, Pennsylvania, cemetery:
Here lies the body of Jonathan Blake.
Stepped on the gas instead of the brake.
In a Silver City , Nevada , cemetery:
Here lays The Kid. We planted him raw.
He was quick on the trigger, But slow on the draw.
John Penny's epitaph in Wimborne, cemetery:
Reader, if cash thou art in want of any,
dig six feet deep and thou wilt find a Penny.
In a Hartscombe, England cemetery:
On the 22nd of June, Jonathan Fiddle went out of tune.
On a grave from the 1880s in Nantucket,
Under the sod and under the trees,
lies the body of Jonathan Pease.
He is not here, there's only the pod.
Pease shelled out and went to God.

The lads had put in several pleas to the ref but he
simply said they should have gone before the
match started!

Brain Teaser
Find the error its impossible - 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15
16 17 18 19 20?
Answer on page: 15
Little Emily was complaining to her mother that her stomach hurt.
Her mother replied, “That’s because it's empty. Maybe you should
try putting something in it." The next day, the pastor was over at
Emily's family's house for lunch. He mentioned having his head
hurt, to which Emily immediately replied, "That's because it's empty. Maybe you should try putting something in it."
Running into the house after school Tommy said to his mother,
“Mom! Isn’t an ox a kind of a bull?” “Yes, she replied. “And
doesn’t equine have something to do with horses?” “That’s right.”
She said. Running out of the house Tommy said “I’ll see you later!”
“Why? Where are you going?” asked his mother. “To some other
town I just heard in school that the equinox is coming, and I don’t
wanna be around when it gets here!”
A man is stopped by the police around 1 a.m. and is asked where he
is going at this time of night.
The man replies, "I am going to a lecture about alcohol abuse and
the effects it has on the human body."
The officer then asks, "Really? And just who is giving that lecture
at this time of night?"
The man replies, "My wife."
People say that there is no difference between ‘finished’ and
‘complete’……... I say there is.....
Marry the right person, and you’re ‘complete’
Marry the wrong person, and you’re ‘finished’
Two vampire bats are hanging in their cave. One turns to the other
and says, "Oh, I'm really thirsty for some fresh blood."
The other bat is amazed and says, "Well, it’s a bit late. Daylight is
almost here, and we can't be exposed to any light - you know we'll
die." "Yeah, I know," says the first bat, "but I'm really starving for
it."
So he flies out of the cave and returns five minutes later with blood
dripping from his mouth.
"You lucky thing. Where'd you find blood that quick?" asked the
second bat.
"You see that tree over there in the distance?" mumbled the bat, his
mouth full of blood.
"Yeah, I think I do!"
"Well, I didn't."
Wedding Humour
Attending a wedding for the first time, a little girl whispered to her
mother, "why is the bride dressed in white?"
"Because white is the color of happiness," her mother explained.
"And today is the happiest day in her life."
The child thought about this for a moment.
"So why is the groom wearing black?"
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Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Our service includes...
 Carpet and upholstery
 Rugs
 Mattresses
 Hard Floors
Domestic and commercial

CONTACT US - mob. 07951 067872
tel. 01935 841137 - freephone 0800 955 4388
www.somertoncarpetcleaners.co.uk
Delimara, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon, Somerton,
Somerset. TA11 7LL

Tel 07711379351
01458 273391

DC Computer Repair
Alan Hayward

Spyware / Virus removal Broadband installation.
Tuition & Advice
No repair, No charge. Free local collection
Available 7 days a week
Telephone: 01458 272924 Mobile: 07887572418
Alan comes highly recommended by many Kingsdon
Computer users of all ages.
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Kingsdon Recycling and Waste Collection Dates for May
Wheelie Bin Refuse Collection Days Tuesday 10th May & Tuesday 24th May
Recycling and Food Waste Collection Days Wednesday 4th May, Tuesdays 10th, 17th, 24th May & Wednesday 1st June

Recycling Centre changes and charges
Somerset Waste Partnership (SWP) will introduce reduced hours and new charges for tyres, soil, rubble and gas bottles at all Recycling Centres and Community Recycling Sites from Monday 4 April
The changes are part of a comprehensive savings package agreed by SWP's governing
Board to help it meet a funding reduction of
£1.9 million over two years required by Somerset County Council. A pay-per-use fee of £2
will also be introduced on Monday 4 April to
keep open the four Recycling Centres that were
at risk of closure: Coleford, Crewkerne, Dulverton and Middlezoy. The visitor fee requires
a change in their legal status to become Community Recycling Sites.
All Recycling Centres and Community Recycling Sites will be open 40 hours a week yearround, with each centre shut two days a week
on a staggered rota so half remain open. The
new charges for residents will range from £6£35 for various sizes of gas bottles; £3.30-£4.20
for car tyres and £45.60 for "general commercial" tyres; and £2.90-£116 for soil or rubble.

Where does it all go?

Ever wondered what happens to your old cans,
paper and glass? Take a look at the latest End
Use Register, which provides details of what
happens to the materials SWP collects, where
they go, and what they become. Go to the following email site for details. http:/
www.recyclesomerset.info/pages/recycling
_where.asp.

Brain Teaser Answer:
Error 1: "Find the error" is a sentence and should end with a full stop.
Error 2: "its" is possessive but should be a contraction of "it is:" therefore, it should have an apostrophe.
Error 3: "Since "it's impossible" is a sentence, "it's" should have the i capitalized.
Error 4: "Since "It's impossible" is a sentence, it should have punctuation at its end.

Kingsdon Parish Council

NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT OF DATE FOR THE EXERCISE OF ELECTORS’ RIGHTS
Accounts for the year ended 31 March 2011
The accounts for Kingsdon Parish Council have been completed and can now be looked at by anyone in the Parish.
Please contact the Parish Clerk below to arrange a time if you would like to look at the books.
Thanks and regards Sally Smith (Clerk to Kingsdon Parish Council 01935 842094 mob 07729 301207)
sally@tradewindspr.co.uk
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Kingsdon Parish Council
ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF KINGSDON PARISH COUNCIL
for a new 4 year term commencing May 2011
After the official nomination to South Somerset District Council of four parishioners to form the new Kingsdon Parish
Council, starting in May 2011, the following have now been duly elected:
Tony Masters, Angela Saunders, David Morris & Elaine Owen
Kingsdon Parish Council has been allocated space for seven members and therefore there is an opportunity for three additional local parishioners to join the Council.
Current members of the Kingsdon Parish Council Richard Hollaway and Mel Clode, who have contributed so much over
the last year, wish to renominate (their papers were not processed in time to be included with the four names above).
We have also received enquiries from three additional parishioners who have said they would be interested in joining
Kingsdon Parish Council. They are: Antony Colton; Gerard Geossen and Guy Lancaster.
The Council will have the opportunity to co-opt additional members to the Parish Council at the next meeting on Thursday May 12th, 7pm at the village hall.
Can I just add a reminder that serving as a Parish Councillor is an unpaid role; Councillors give their time and effort
free, helping with the many issues that come up to ensure our village remains a great place to live.
Sally Smith, Clerk to Kingsdon Parish Council
01935 842094 mob 07729 301207
sally@tradewindspr.co.uk
MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON ANNUALPARISH MEETING HELD ON
FRIDAY APRIL 15th 2011 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.05pm
Present: Mr A Master s (Chair man); D. Mor r is, , M. Clode and Mr s A Saunder s (Par ish Councillor s); Mr J
Calvert (District Councillor); Mrs S Smith (Parish Clerk) plus 28 parishioners.
Apologies: Mr J Zouche (County Councillor); R. Hollaway (Parish Councillor).
The minutes of the previous Annual Parish meeting held on May 13th 2010 were read, agreed and signed.
There were no matters arising from the minutes.
Chairman’s Report
Mr T Masters presented an overview of activity during the year
The Chronicle having given good overall reports of Council activities there is little to be added. However a summary is
as follows:
- The precept for 2011 to 2012 is £5000.
- 29 allotments have been let returning £203 with one vacancy which may yet be let.
- The surface of the play area in the recreation field has been repaired at a cost of £652 financed from the children’s
fund. This followed a District Council adverse safety report which included comments regarding the gate bolting mechanism which has caused much confusion. A routine safety check is also being conducted by Mr M Conway. The goal posts
which were unsafe have been repaired.
- A charity called ‘Ground Work ‘ , funded by central government have agreed to rebuild the dry stone around the recreation field and remove overgrowth and thorn bushes etc free of charge to KPC. This is scheduled for April which we
hope will go ahead despite the cuts.
- We have to thank Wally Elliot and Steve Seal for the tidy state of the recreation field and adjoining verges.
- Much discussion has taken place regarding damage to grass verges due to car parking which is proving difficult to
resolve.
- Numerous planning applications have been reviewed including the one relating to Glenda Spooner farm which has not
yet been resolved.
It is very disconcerting that our Council committee has operated with two vacancies throughout the last twelve months.
If we care about our beautiful village and want to exert some control over its direction, it is essential that parishioners,
young and old put their names forward to play their part.
On behalf of KPC we wish to extend our gratitude to Jimmy Zouche (County Councillor) and John Calvert (District
Councillor) for attending our meetings, providing guidance and assistance.
John Calvert (District Councillor) invited Parishioners to ask any questions. The amalgamation between South
Somerset and South Devon was brought up and Mr Calvert said only a small group of senior councillors really knew
what was going on. He added that there was a lot of pressure to save money and this could be one way to do it but it is
currently very much up in the air. He said the Council needed to reduce its expenditure by around £3 million over the
next two to three years. There was some discussion about the massive payoff to the last Chief Executive of
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South Somerset District Council. The village school was brought up and Mr Calvert said he believed that the County
Council would look favourable any application to purchase the property but would not be a position to offer discount. There was some discussion and Mr Calvert said he would speak to Jimmy Zouche (County Councillor) so that
an official letter can be sent to confirm the interest of the Parish in the property.
Martin Singleton presented an annual review of Kingsdon Village Hall for 2010/2011:
The Management Committee met twice during the last year to ensure the smooth running of the village hall on behalf of Kingsdon Parish Council. The AGM was held on the 28th May. Marilyn St. Clair and Tim Owen were welcomed on to the committee but despite an appeal through the Kingsdon Chronicle no Chairman was forthcoming.
The hall bookings were taken over by Marilyn Elliott for which the Hon. Secretary was very grateful. Martin Singleton continued in the role of Hon. Secretary despite wishing to retire from the position. A fresh appeal has gone out
in April’s Kingsdon Chronicle for a Chairman and Secretary.
The hall continues to be used regularly by the following organisations:- Charlton Short Mat Bowls Club, Table Tennis Club, Kingsdon Ladies Club, Kingsdon Seniors Club, the Art Club, Yeovil District Canine Society, the Practical
Study Group, Tai Chi classes, All Saints Church, the Parish Council, Kingsdon C of E Primary School, the Royal
Scottish Country Dance Society and The National Trust. It has been hired out on 383 occasions which is an increase
of 22 on last year, despite again cancellations of several bookings due to the cold winter.
The following maintenance has been carried out on the hall during the year. Both toilets were redecorated. The hall
sign and front doors were re-varnished, the front walls washed and notice board repaired by Martin. Patrick Leahy
continued to cut the grass. Due to the severe weather a water pipe under the kitchen sink sprung a leak, as did the
water heater. Fortunately both were discovered early so no other damage was caused. The pipe was repaired and
the water heater, which was ten years old, was replaced by Ray Slinger. A new heater was fitted by Winslow
Bassham under the sink which would turn on automatically in cold weather to hopefully keep the pipes from freezing. There are similar systems already in the toilets. The soak away cover just outside the hall entrance needed replacing and a new one was provided free by Dave Glover, the Park Farm Developer. Belinda Moger, on occasions
assisted by her parents, continued to clean the hall.
The hall continues to be zero rated for Council Tax. Bristol Fire carried out their annual service on the 23rd February. The hall remains licensed for music by the Performing Rights Society. In October we changed our hall insurance to Allied Westminster saving £133.27. They afforded the same cover as AON/Allianz Cornhill.
Before closing my report I would like to refer back to my opening sentence regarding the fact that the committee
undertook the running of the village hall on behalf of the Parish Council. I would like to quote from the draft
minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 10th March 2011 published in the Kingsdon Chronicle:
“There was general discussion about whether there was a requirement for additional facilities within the village;
whether the village was free to sell the current village hall to cover the costs of acquiring and developing the school
buildings into a new village hall and whether the school playing field was included with the school building. It was
confirmed that the Parish Council has full and unrestricted ownership of the current site and building used as the
village hall.”
This is not the case. I will summarise what it states in the Declaration of Trust dated 3rd January 1962 paragraph 21
which deals with LIQUIDATION.
If the committee decide that it is advisable to sell on the grounds of expense or otherwise they have to call a meeting
of inhabitants over the age of 18 years, giving 14 days notice stating the purpose of the meeting. It must be advertised on the property and in a local newspaper. If the majority of those present vote in favour of selling, consent
must be obtained from the Secretary of Education. If approved the money raised must be used for the purchase of
other property approved by the committee or towards other charitable purposes of objects for the benefit of the inhabitants of the area as may be approved by the Minister of Education. Money in the meantime would be invested.
I have received correspondence from a resident who was horrified that the hall could be sold as many people
worked so hard to raise the funding for the hall. It came as a continuation of fund raising for a “Welcome Home”
for servicemen returning from World War 2.
Under the Declaration of Trust dated 3rd January 1962 paragraph 21 which deals with liquidation it states
If the committee decides at any time that on the ground of expense or otherwise it is necessary or advisable to discontinue the use of the Trust Property in whole or in part for the purposes stated in Clause One viz for the use of
inhabitants of Kingsdon and the neighbourhood without distinction of sex or of political, religious or other opinions
and in particular for use for meetings, lectures and classes and other forms of recreation and leisure-time occupation with the object of improving the conditions of life for the said inhabitants it shall call a Meeting of the inhabitants of the age of Eighteen years or upwards of the area of benefit of which Meeting not less than Fourteen days
notice (stating the terms of the Resolution that will be proposed thereat) shall be posted in a conspicuous place or
places on the Trust Property and advertised in a newspaper circulating in the area of benefit and if such a decision
shall be confirmed by a majority of such inhabitants present at such Meeting and voting the Committee may with the
consent of the Minister of Education let or sell the Trust Property or any part thereof. All moneys arising from such
letting or sale (after satisfaction of any liabilities properly payable thereout) shall with such consent as aforesaid be
applied either in the purchase of other property approved by the Committee and to be held upon trusts for the purposes and subject to the provisions hereinbefore set forth including this power) or as near thereto as circumstances
Page 17

will permit or towards such other charitable purposes or objects for the benefit of the inhabitants off the area benefit as may be approved by the Minister of Education and meanwhile such moneys shall be invested in the name of
the Official CUSTODIAN for Charities and any income arising therefrom shall either be accumulated (for such
time as may be allowed by law) by investing the same and resulting income thereof in like manner as an addition to
and to be applied as the capital of such investments or shall be used for any purposes for which the income of the
Trust property may properly be applied.
A Parishioner commented that there was some misunderstanding amongst villagers re various ideas to purchase the
village school and he wanted to mention that his ideas were not to sell the village hall and use the village school as
an alternative, but that there could be a need for additional space in the village, especially for smaller meetings
when the village hall could be considered too large.
There was some discussion on whether the village could support two venues.
Angela Saunders gave the School Governor’s report…
During the summer term it became obvious that the numbers in the school were reducing. During this time Mrs.
Dawson, head teacher, was on long term sick leave. The School was being managed very ably by Julie Moseley
and the staff in the school.
During the autumn term, which started with 11 (eleven) pupils then reduced to eight, the County changed the criteria for keeping small schools open. Unfortunately Kingsdon did not meet these criteria and the governors had no
option but to go to the consultation. The BEST interests of the Children were paramount in making and taking this
decision. Much soul searching and upset for all, especially the staff who had kept the school running during the
prolonged absence of the Head. The decision to close the school had been taken out of the hands of the Governors
by the County and by the parents of the children left in the school, that by Christmas they had decided to send their
children to other schools. Effectively this left no children in Kingsdon School from January 2011. The due legal
processes have been followed with staff issues being resolved and the school will officially close on 31 May 2011.
There will be a commemoration function of all that the school has achieved over the years. A church service will be
held when the mural will be installed in the Church.
The Elliott classrooms will be moved off site shortly and other items of equipment and furniture will be offered, in
the first instance, to the schools to which the Kingsdon children have gone to. The “bandstand” is to go to
Brookside school at the request of the Children.
The school and grounds, it has now been established, belong to the County Council and until it officially closes
there is not much more that as a village we can do. Perhaps as a village we could be ready with ideas should it be
offered to the village but THERE IS NO GUARANTEE THIS WILL HAPPEN.
The staff have all been looked after and Mrs. Dawson finished as head, due to ill health on 31/12/2010.
Both the Parish Council and Governors were asked why the village was not alerted to the problem- we all have to
remember that there are a number of issues that are confidential, therefore confidentiality is paramount.
The Governors very much appreciated the support of the correspondents to the Kingsdon Chronicle on the matter
recognizing that the welfare and education of the children was Governors prime concern
A Parishioner asked if the council had any commitment to keep maintaining the school grounds until the property
is disposed of. It was confirmed that this would happen. There was some general discussion on the potential to keep
the village school building for use within the village. Mr T Masters, Chairman, called a public vote on the proposal:
Every attempt should be made to retain the school for the benefit of the village. This was passed with a very clear
majority. It was agreed there was a lot to be considered and interested parties were asked to give their names to
the Clerk at the end of the meeting to partake in a sub committee.
Wally Elliott gave a report on the Kingsdon Chronicle:
The Kingsdon Chronicle was first published on 1st October 2007 and has been published every month since.
We produce, (after proof reading by Sir Donald Limon) 165 copies every month, which are delivered by helpers,
Penny Simpson, Jane Lockhart and Marilyn, to every household in the parish and neighbourhood, a few are posted
to ex Kingsdonians. It is also emailed to various people around the world who like to keep in touch with the village
and it is also published on UK Villages web site.
It has been financed solely by voluntary contributions. I would like to thank those very generous residents who
have been the main benefactors. To make a set charge as has been suggested would increase the work load drastically in the administration of it, therefore I would sooner not go down that path.
The Chronicle was first produced using my own small desk top printers which have long since worn out.
Thanks to financial help from our County Councillor of the time, I was able to purchase a commercial printer
which came on line in October 2008.
I have a contract with Lynx Copiers of Yeovil who provide the ink and maintenance. In return I pay 1.43p per page
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printed. I have sourced the cheapest paper which I buy from Tesco’s at £2.50 per ream. Since the first of October
2007 I have printed 44 Issues and supplements amounting to 7,260 copies or 117,540 pages.
I have recently purchased a laser colour printer which is available for producing up to A3 size posters etc. for the
village. I also produce, at a cost, marketing literature for the Kingsdon Inn.
My next objective when funds are available is to replace my computer which like me is understandably beginning to
slow up and show signs of old age, also an electric stapler which would make Marilyn, my chief stapler very happy!
Another facility I undertake is to forward to those residents whose email addresses are on my system, messages from
various organisations that I consider of interest to everyone. i.e. Messages concerning Neighbourhood Watch matters such as crime, scams and, in the winter, weather reports concerning severe conditions. If you are not in my system and would like to receive these messages please email me so that I have you email addresses.
The Chairman asked Mr Elliott if he was breaking even and was told there were sufficient funds at the moment. It
was agreed that the Parish Council would put the cost of the Kingsdon Chronicle on the agenda for the next council
meeting.
Martin Single presented the report on Neighbourhood Watch:
I am aware only of the theft of tools from the Park Farm Building site in May last year and a cooker from the barn
at Langlands Farm in July. Two new dwellings on the Park Farm site are now occupied. Bluebell Cottage in Mow
Barton Road and Low Barn off Lower Road.
Sergeants Edward Hawkins, PC Charles Allan and PCSO Fiona Wilson cover Kingsdon from Wincanton. Anne Porter at Wincanton continues as our Neighbourhood Watch Administrator . I continue to give new residents details of
the NHW scheme.
Avon & Somerset Constabulary still send information to Neighbourhood Watch contacts and this has been displayed
when appropriate in the Post Office and/or circulated to residents. The Kingsdon Chronicle and e-mails have also
been used to circulate relevant information to residents, for which we thank Wally Elliott. My thanks also go to the
area contacts around the village. Anyone who does not yet receive such e-mails and wishes to do so should ask Wally
to add them to his list.
A Parishioner mentioned that the fruit on her pear tree had been taken last autumn. A Parishioner brought up the
Children’s Fund and the Clerk confirmed there was still money to be spent on the youth of the village.
Wally Elliott gave a report on Kingsdon Cricket Club:
The last year has been a very busy time for the club.
Last season’s home fixtures were played on the pitch along Quarry Rd. Whilst it was a place to play, it was not an
ideal ground, and required a lot of work to make it just playable.
Following the sale of Kingsdon Manor, negotiations took place between the new owners who plan to develop the site
and Ben Carlisle on behalf of Kingsdon Cricket Club. The outcome resulted in part of the old playing field being
leased to the club with a settlement payment to help towards the cost of turning the leased area into a cricket ground.
There followed a considerable amount of work being carried out on the ground. Cary Traders worked on the ground
with 2 diggers for a couple of weeks leveling, clearing and removing a tree stump. Members of the club have also
worked hard turning the field into an attractive cricket ground. It is hoped that in the autumn a small wooden pavilion will also be built.
Whilst work is still ongoing, on 8th May we will be playing our first match of the new season back on the Manor field,
where we had played for 25 years. Everyone is invited to come along and have a look at the hard work that has been
put in at considerable expense.
Wally Elliott gave a report on the Kingsdon Jubilee Fund:
The Kingsdon Jubilee Fund was started in October 2009 with the £524 residue from the 2002 Golden Jubilee celebrations.
It is a charitable fund raising organisation dedicated to:Enhancing the quality of life for Kingsdon residents.
Increasing involvement in activities that better our community.
Strengthen community spirit.
Financially assisting other Kingsdon organisations in achieving their objectives.
Within this remit is the 2012 Queens Diamond Jubilee Celebrations planned for Kingsdon.
Planning and fund raising commenced towards the end of 2009 for these celebrations. The estimated cost of the
marquee and necessary equipment is £2,500. An initial deposit of £524 has been paid which ensures the final cost
will be at 2009 prices. To date we have raised a further £1,500 of that target with a Treasure Hunt, Raffles, Quizzes
and Coffee mornings. We still need to raise other funding to pay for the entertainment etc. Towards this end I will
later this year, be making an application to the Lottery for a grant.
In order to make this application it has been necessary to put the fund on a more formal footing. I have consulted
with the Charity Commission. Their advice is that, as the Jubilee Fund will have an annual income of
less than £5,000 in most years, it is not necessary to register as a charity but, to register with Her Majes- Page 19
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number should be accepted by banks and grant funders as evidence of our charitable status. For this application to be
made it has been necessary to make the Kingsdon Jubilee fund a Charitable Trust.
Trustees
After the coffee morning to commence planning for next year’s celebrations the following have agreed to be trustees:Glenn Allison, Babs Conway, Lynne Davies, Richard Hollaway, Donald Limon, Elaine Owen and David Thomson &
Myself,
Membership
Some residents have already become members of the fund and it would be nice if everyone showed their support by doing
likewise. It only costs 20p per head and would prove to the Lottery grant adjudicators how serious we are about the objectives of the Fund, thereby enhancing our claim for a grant.
Parish Councillor David Morris gave a br ief r epor t on footpaths and mentioned these now come under the Taunton
office. There had been two recent applications re trees in the village, one to remove a leylandi and one to trim one of the
pines in the village.
A parishioner reported that certain areas of the village were becoming quite overgrown, including behind the bus shelter
and in the area at Lower Lapford. The Clerk said she would send a letter to the relevant landowners letting them know
there was some concern.
A Parishioner asked who was responsible for highway issues on the Kingsdon Pa;rish council. She said she had been approached by a fast car who pushed her into the verge where she hit a small boulder causing damage to her car. It was confirmed that the council owns a certain width on the verges and therefore the person who put the boulders out onto the verge
could be held responsible for the damage. The Clerk agreed to clarify what level of responsibility and ownership the council has for the verges around Kingsdon.
There was no more business and the meeting ended at 8.10pm.

NOTICE OF POLL
On Thursday May 5th Kingsdon Village Hall will be open between 7am and 10pm for
you to have your vote on two things:
1.
THE ELECTION OF A DISTRICT COUNCILLOR FOR THE NORTHSTONE WARD
The names of candidates nominated to become our District Councillor are:
John Calvert, of Queen Camel, Somerset
David Nye of Bruton, Somerset
David Taylor of Dundon, Somerton

Conservative Party Candidate
Liberal Democrat Candidate
Green Party Candidate

2.
THE BRITISH VOTING SYSTEM
The referendum on whether to keep the “first past the post” voting system we current use, or to change to the AV
(Alternative Voting) system.
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All Saints Church

Priest in Charge
Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029 (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other
occasional services)
Assistant Priest
Curate
Revd Wendy Griffith Tel 01458 224087
Revd Bruce Faulkner Tel 01458 270902
Church Wardens
David Beswick. Tel 01935 840795
Parochial Church Council
Secretary Sir Donald Limon Tel 01935 840450
Treasurer Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692
Tower Captain
Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344

Church Services for May
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

1st
11am
8th
10am
15th
11am
22nd 9.30am
29th
11am

Family Service
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Matins

6pm Evensong

Church Rotas for May

Brass: J enny Bassham

Flowers: Lynne Davies & Bel Allen

Kingsdon Village Hall
For all information (except bookings) contact: - Martin Singleton, Mountsandel Lodge, Mow Barton Rd.
Kingsdon. TA11 7LG Tel. 01935 841162
For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk

Bookings for May 2011
Thai Chi
Short Mat Bowls
Table Tennis Club
Yeovil District Canine Soc.
Art Club
Scottish Dancing
Tea Dance
Election Day
Kingsdon Ladies Club
Kingsdon Seniors Club
Kingsdon Parish Council
Practical Study Group
Village Hall Committee AGM

Mondays 10.30am - 12noon (Term time)
Mondays 7pm - 9pm, Tuesdays 10am - 12noon
Tuesdays at 7.30pm (Not 10th)
Wednesdays at 8pm
Thur sdays 10am - 12noon (Term Time)
Thur sdays 7.45pm - 9.45pm (not 5th or 12th)
Monday 2nd
Thur sday 5th
Tuesday 10th at 7.30pm
Wednesday 11th at 3pm
Thur sday 12th 7pm
Wednesday 17th 10am - 3pm
Fr iday 27th at 7.30pm

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club

The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings (apart from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between 7.30pm and 9.30pm. If you are interested then please contact Shirley or Martin Singleton on 841162 or just
come along.

Kingsdon Seniors Club

Kingsdon Ladies Club

The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in
The Seniors Club meet on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 3pm in the Village Hall. the Village Hall. New members and visitors are always welcome.
For information contact Club President Lynne Davies, Holly House,
New members are always welcome.
For information contact Club Secretary Mari- Frog Lane, Kingsdon. TA11 7LL Tel 01935 840660 or
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon.
lyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon.
TA11 7LB Tel 01935 840344
Tel 01935 841444
The Kingsdon Chronicle - Editor: Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444, Mobile 07899 734049,
email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com
http:www.ukvillages.co.uk/UserNews/39269/The+Kingsdon+Chronicle
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