Issue 44

31st March 2011

Kingsdon School ownership intrigue.
With the forthcoming closure of Kingsdon Primary School on 31st May, the future of the property, including the small
playing field has caused considerable interest within the village. A lot of residents would like to see the old school become a community resource. Who owns the property is one question that was uppermost in people’s minds at the Parish Council meeting held on 10th March (see page 20). Both the school site and the playing field were owned by the
Neal family as part of the Kingsdon Estate. The School Site Act of 1841 was brought in to encourage land owners to
give land for schools to be built for the education of the poor. If this had been the case with the Kingsdon property then
there would have been a clause, returning the property to the Estate when it was no longer required for an education
purpose. Since the meeting two residents have made enquiries with the Land Registry at their own expense. Their enquiries have revealed that the Somerset County Council are the owners, there appear to be no legacy covenants carried
forward. No doubt there will be more news on this topic at the annual Parish Meeting.

KINGSDON ANNUAL VILLAGE MEETING
(Annual Parish Meeting).
7pm on Friday April 15th in the Kingsdon Village Hall.

This meeting is NOT a normal Parish Council meeting. Instead, this meeting is planned for everyone in the village to
get together to discuss any topics of local interest. These could be ideas that you have that might benefit the village, or problems that you think need resolving.
The meeting is designed to be informal and friendly and there will be reports from village organisations on activities
that have been going on in the village. We do hope as many villagers as possible will be able to attend.
If you have anything you specifically would like to raise at the meeting, then do please let me know and I will put it on
the agenda. However, you are also able to raise subjects at the meeting without pre-notice.
Look forward to seeing you on the 15th.

Sally Smith

Clerk to Kingsdon Parish Council

Thursday 5th May 2011 will be Election Day for Parish and
District Councillors if seats are contested
See pages 16 & 17 for more details

Are you willing to serve as a Parish Councillor?
To qualify you must be a British subject, over 18 and a resident of the Parish of Kingsdon. (You cannot be a Councillor
if you are subject of a bankruptcy restriction order or have served a prison sentence during the preceding 5 years).
Kingsdon Parish Council meet bi-monthly and there is the occasional planning meeting. The Council represents the interests of the residents of Kingsdon by delivering services to meet local needs and striving to improve quality of life in
the parish. Councillors have responsibilities for decision making and also act as an advisory body. The areas covered
include planning, recreational areas, footpaths allotments, by-laws etc.
If you are willing to become a Parish Councillor or require further information, please contact the Clerk to Kingsdon
Parish Council, Sally D. Smith, The Old Coach House, Top Street, Kingsdon.. TA11 7JU Tel 01935 842094
Mobile 07729 301207
Email sally@tradewindspr.co.uk

The Royal Wedding weekend is only 4 weeks away. Four weeks in which to make your SCARECROWS please join in, it only costs 50p to enter your scarecrow. Entry form can be found on page 23 along with the
form to become a member of the Kingsdon Jubilee Fund. By joining, which only costs 20p, you will be assisting me with our application for a lottery grant towards the Diamond Jubilee Celebrations.
P.S. Don’t forget to book your table for the Quiz / Dance - first come first served. There is a limit to how
many people we can have in the village hall for this event.

for the whole family
7.30pm Friday 29th April in Kingsdon Village Hall
Admission Free
There will be a Raffle towards the cost of the evening
(donation of prizes will be gratefully received)
This will be a bring-your-own Picnic Hamper and Drinks event The fancy dress
theme will be ‘A Right Royal Do’ from ages gone by. Prizes will be awarded to the best
dressed man, woman, child and Picnic Hamper All Nell Gwynnes will get a prize!!!!
It is advisable to book your table to avoid disappointment by phoning
Wally or Marilyn on 01935 841444 or email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com
stating the approximate number of your party.
Anthony Sycamore has kindly agreed to play for the Musical Quiz

Dancing after the Quiz
your choosing
provided by our Post-

will be to music of
man - Mike Francis

Scarecrow Competition

10am till Noon Saturday 30th April
An open competition for adults and children.
There will be an entry fee of 50p per household irrespective of the number of scarecrows on display at that address. Scarecrows can be of any
size and displayed outside where it can be visible from the road or footpath.
Entry Forms on page 23
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Events for Saturday 30th April
Coffee Morning , Bacon Butties
& Spice Quiz
10.30pm to Noon in Kingsdon Village Hall
Come along and see the fantastic display of colourful knitting for the
nus Project Blankets

Li-

Spice Quiz (test your powers of smell with this very interesting quiz)
Organised by Tim & Elaine Owen

Treasure Hunt for the

whole family

Come and have some fun and exercise whilst walking around the village
2pm till 4pm Saturday 30th April
Commencing and finishing at the Village Hall
Organised by Richard & Julie South

thé
sant
Mon2nd

danday
May

3.30pm - 6.30pm
Kingsdon Village Hall
Tickets
Adults £5 - Under 14’s £2 - Under 5’s Free

To reserve tickets please contact Freda, Babs or Norma
Help Wanted or donations of sandwiches and cakes
Contact Freda Curtis Tel 01935 840898 for more information.
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FIRST Bus has revealed the routes throughout the county facing the chop after Somerset County Council said it
would cut £3.6million from subsidies.
Service 54 (Taunton - Yeovil): While retaining its support for Service 54C/154 journeys between Yeovil and Taunton, which run once a day in either direction (Monday – Saturday), Somerset County Council has withdrawn its support for evening services during the week. In addition First has removed one journey from the timetable: the Service
54B jour ney that cur r ently r uns between Ilchester and Yeovil in the mor ning. As such five jour neys in total
will be withdrawn.
Service 376 (Br istol – Street via Clutton, Farrington Gurney, Wells, Glastonbury): Somerset County Council has
withdrawn its support for evening journeys and those on Sundays and Public Holidays.
First has decided to operate a number of the affected journeys on a commercial, use it or lose it basis for a trial period. Along with this Bath & North East Somerset Council, who has to date partially supported the affected journeys,
has issued a number of tenders to determine whether or not they are able to provide some of the withdrawn journeys
on this route.
Service 377 (Wells – Yeovil via Glastonbury, Street and Somerton): Somerset County Council has withdrawn its
support for most evening journeys operating Monday – Friday, and for all journeys on Sundays and Public Holidays.
Recognising the impact these changes may have on local people First will run services on Sundays on a commercial
basis for a trial, use it or lose it, period. Unfortunately all services on Public Holidays are being withdrawn from 17
April.
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KINGSDON VILLAGE HALL
APPEAL
(Charity No 304570)

The Village Hall Management Committee at present comprises of Martin Singleton (Hon. Secretary), Mike
Winsor (Treasurer), Marilyn Elliott (Bookings Secretary), together with Wally Elliott, Ann Leahy, Sir Donald Limon, Tim Owen, Jean Toole and Marilyn St Clair. The appeal in 2010 failed to result in neither a
Chairman nor a replacement for Martin Singleton as Hon. Secretary. However Marilyn Elliott volunteered
to take over the hall bookings, which lightened Martin‘s load considerably.
Another year has nearly passed and the AGM, to be held on the 27th May, is rapidly approaching. Both Ann
Leahy and Jean Toole have indicated that they will be retiring, Ann after over 20 years and Jean after 14
years. Martin Singleton, the Hon. Secretary, has indicated that after thirteen years on the committee,
twelve as Secretary, he also would like to retire at the next AGM but would remain for a further year PROVIDED A CHAIRMAN was for thcoming. Mike Winsor has ser ved as Tr easur er for eight year s, Sir
Donald eleven years and Wally Elliott for four.
It is difficult for long standing members of any committee to keep up their enthusiasm and new blood with
fresh ideas is required. The committee on average meet three times year. With a village population of
around 350 there must be a few of you who can afford some time to keep your excellent facility running. It
is easy to sit back and expect someone else to come forward, so please give it some thought and if you
feel that you would be prepared to be either the Chairman, Hon. Secretary or a committee member, please
contact Martin Singleton on 01935 841162. It would be great to have more volunteers than are needed.
There is no qualifying period to have lived in the village! Martin will assist a new Secretary during the
transition period.
The Annual General Meeting of the committee will be held on Friday 27th May 2011
at 7.30pm in the village hall.

Lenten Lunch
This year the Lenten Lunch was held for the first time on a Saturday, 26th March. And what a happy lunch
time we had. We were delighted by the support from the village, past staff, parents & children from the
School, also some new faces in the village
hall to enjoy the array of soups that had
been prepared for their delectation. The
proof of the pudding is how much was left
at the end, this year there was very little, a
testament to the culinary skills of our
soup and bread makers to whom we give a
big thank you along with all the dogs bodies who kept
things going with
much laughter,
including our
head waiter Winslow, next year me
thinks he will
need a junior assistant.
By the time the
Kitchen closed
£228.70 had been
raised for Lupus
U.K..
Thank you all
(Norma)
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12th March - 30th October
11am - 5pm, at dusk if earlier (Closed on Thursdays)
Open Good Friday and Bank Holiday Mondays.
Last admission 30 minutes before closing.

Forthcoming Events
Spring has sprung!

9th April
Celebrate the arrival of spring by learning how to give your allotment a really good start to the season. Spend time on
the community plots and take away tips on seed sowing, planting out and organic cultural methods. Workshops at
12:00 and 2.30pm. £15 per person including refreshments. Booking essential.

Easter Trails

22nd-25th April
Sponsored by Cadbury’s, come and enjoy an eggciting Easter trail around the Lytes Cary Manor Estate and receive a
chocolate prize! £1.50 per trail. 11:00am - 4:30pm.
Normal admission charges apply

Plant Fair

15th May
Browse among the selection of plants and garden accessories that will be on sale, ask advice from specialist local
nurseries and take away some inspiring ideas for your own garden. The garden team will also be available to discuss
the management of the herbaceous borders at Lytes Cary. 11:00am - 4:30pm.
Admission to the plant fair is free, normal admission charges apply to House and Garden.

Sow and Grow

28th - 30th May
Hands on fun activities to encourage children to get involved in the garden.11:00am - 4:30pm.
Normal admission charges apply.

For more information contact Emma Munn Tel: 01458 224471
or email: emma.munn@nationaltrust.org.uk

Help Wanted at Lytes Cary
Lytes Cary Manor is always in need of volunteers to help support this special place and get involved with the day to
day running of the property. We have many roles on offer including working in the house as a room guide, volunteering in the garden, helping in the shop and selling raffle tickets. Once you have volunteered for 50 hours you will be
given a volunteer card that entitles you to free entry to NT properties in addition to a 20% discount in NT shops and
catering outlets. There are many other benefits to volunteering including meeting new people, volunteer outings and
property socials. If you are interested in volunteering with us, please contact the Lytes Cary office on 01458 224471
or via email lytescarymanor@nationaltrust.org.uk.

Kingsdon Seniors Club
Douglas welcomed 30 members to the March meeting; he introduced the speaker, Mike Bolton, whose topic was
“How we used to live”. Mike is a retired teacher and a photographer. Mike has many interests family history is just
one and he gave an amusing, anecdotal talk using photographs of many generations, pictures and cartoons etc to
illustrate life as it was hundreds of years ago. The topics included the changing fashions of weddings, visit to the
Beamish open air museum, the photographs of the reverend John Derrick, a famous photographer. The talk ended
looking at railway memorabilia with a trip on the River Dart Railway.
Teas were provided by Joyce Lough and Shirley Wilson.
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HELP
Calling all the able bodied people of Kingsdon not at work on Thursday 28th April.
Your help would be appreciated from 10.30am to help with decorating the Village Hall with flags and bunting,
especially if you are good on a ladder!

Kingsdon’s Good Friday Walk in the Woods

The annual Good Friday walk in the woods is on again this year courtesy of David & Alison Hicks.
If you wish to participate, then meet up the lane at 10.30 am on 22nd April. If you are new to this event then just follow the crowd up the lane towards the woods.
Stout walking shoes or wellies and good outdoor clothing are prerequisites. You may bring your dog but it MUST be
kept on a lead at all times. Childr en MUST be accompanied by an adult thr oughout the walk, but need not be
on a lead!
This is a charity event which relies on donations; small eggs for hiding, hot X buns and raffle prizes; so please give
generously. Items may be left at the Kingsdon Stores or contact Babs on 01935 841811. All profits go to St Margaret’s
Hospice
Babs Conway

Edna Benjamin
12th June 1917 ~ 17th March 2011

A Service of Thanksgiving for Edna Benjamin was held at All saints Church, Kingsdon
on Tuesday 29th March 2011
Edna and Bill came to Kingsdon in 1960 when Bill had retired from the Army after 25 years service. Still having a
young family they decided to run a post office and shop and chose Kingsdon.
They turned a ‘front room’ post office into a post office and general stores, similar to that still running today. When
Bill died suddenly in 1975 Edna continued to run the shop for a few more years until it became too much, whereupon
she retired and moved into number 1 Kingsdon, a cottage which she had had renovated. However giving up the shop
did not mean retiring from work and she went to run the bookshop in Sparkford for Haynes Publishers and latterly
worked for John Hawkins who ran a fabric business from Kingsdon.
During the war, with her husband missing and presumed dead, Edna worked at Fort Dunlop in Birmingham in their
accounts department and in her spare time did war work, fixing rubber onto aircraft fuel tanks and helping at a first aid
post. After the war when her husband returned from prisoner of war camp they were posted to Bermuda and spent
three years there. On returning to England she settled into the routine of Army life which meant moving every few
years.
She loved Kingsdon and actively participated in village life, attending the Women’s Institute, the Ladies Club and the
Senior Club and for many years was a member of the Parish Council.
She was very friendly with the late Audrey Greenwood and they enjoyed many foreign holidays together.
When climbing stairs became too difficult Edna moved to a bungalow in Somerton in 2007 and then eighteen months
ago went into a nursing home in Keinton Mandeville.
She died peacefully on 17th March, leaving three children, six grandchildren and six great grand children.
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Compost
Buy local - Save your fuel
Free local delivery
40 litre Organic Multi-Purpose (not
suitable for seed) £2.50 each or 3 for only
£6
10 litre Multi-Purpose (suitable for seed)
£1 each
40 litre Multi Purpose (suitable for seed)
£3 each
30 litre Ericaceous £3 each
70 litre ornamental bark £4.50
33 litre Grow Bags £1.25

T R Carpentry and Joinery
Kitchen fitting - Doors & Windows fitting
Flooring of all types - Decking - Skirtings and
Architraves
Shelving - Built in Wardrobes
For all your Carpentry and Joinery needs

Tom Reed
07729 187293

01458 241910

Why struggle with heavy bags, let Paul
take the strain.

Contact Paul Attwell Tel 07906 018082.
Orders also taken by Angela at
Kingsdon Stores
Visit Paul’s new shop ‘Bargain Basement’ in West Street, Somerton, next to
the railway bridge.

We distribute quality dried herbs & spices nationally via our website at:
www.thebestpossibletaste.co.uk.
Call at Innes House to buy at ‘friends and neighbours’ rates.
Herb/spice boxes: Web price 88p. Your price 60p
Spice'n'tice curry kits:
Web price £1.99. Your price £1.60
Web price £2.49. Your price £2.00
Other items 20% off web price.
Phone 01935 841120 (or call by) to get a full list of the herbs and spices available
from Tim or Elaine Owen, Innes House, Lower Road, Kingsdon.
(next to the Village Hall)
Babysitting / Child Minding in Kingsdon
Do you need the services of a Babysitter / Child Minder? Contact Kelly Osborne at Delimara, Pitts Lane,
Kingsdon, Tel: mobile 07921161088, Home: 01935 840337 or e-mail kellyosborne@hotmail.co.uk
Kelly works in a school. She has plenty of experience and is the holder of an up-to date CRB reference. She is
available most evenings, some weekends and school holidays (apart from the summer).
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The Winter Boots
Did you hear about the teacher who was helping one of her reception class pupils put on his boots? He asked for help and she could
see why. Even with her pulling and him pushing, the little boots
still didn't want to go on. By the time they got the second boot on,
she had worked up a sweat. She almost cried when the little boy
said, “Teacher, they're on the wrong feet.” She looked, and sure
enough, they were. It wasn't any easier pulling the boots off than it
was putting them on. She managed to keep her cool as, together,
they worked to get the boots back on, this time on the correct feet.
He then announced, “These aren't my boots.” She bit her tongue,
rather than get right in his face and scream, “Why didn't you say
so?” like she wanted to. Once again she struggled to help him pull
the ill-fitting boots off his little feet. No sooner had they gotten the
boots off when he said, “They're my brother's boots. My Mum made
me wear 'em.” Now she didn't know if she should laugh or cry. But
she mustered up what grace and courage she had left to wrestle the
boots on his feet again.
Helping him into his coat, she asked, "Now, where are your mittens?
He said, “I stuffed 'em in the toes of my boots0

A man starts his new job at the zoo and is given three tasks. First is
to clear the exotic fish pool of weeds. As he does this, a huge fish
jumps out and bites him. To show the others who's boss, he beats it
to death with a spade. Realising his employer won't be best
pleased; he disposes of the fish by feeding it to the lions, as lions
will eat anything.
Moving on to the second job of clearing out the chimp house, he is
attacked by the chimps who pelt him with coconuts. He swipes at
two chimps with a spade, killing them both. What can he do?
Feed them to the lions, he says to himself, because lions eat anything. He hurls the corpses into the lion enclosure.
He moved on to the last job, which is to collect honey from the
South African bees. As soon as he starts, he is attacked by the
bees. He grabs the spade and smashes the bees to a pulp.
By now he knows what to do and throws them into the lion's cage because lions eat anything.
Later that day a new lion arrives at the zoo. He wanders up to the
other lions and says 'What's the food like here?' The lions say:
'Absolutely brilliant.
Today we had fish and chimps with mushy bees.'

I used to eat a lot of natural foods until I
learned that most people die of natural causes.
Gardening Rule: When weeding, the best way to
make sure you are removing a weed and not a
valuable plant is to pull on it. If it comes out of
the ground easily, it is a valuable plant.
The easiest way to find something lost around
the house is to buy a replacement.
Never take life seriously. Nobody gets out alive
anyway.
There are two kinds of pedestrians: the quick
and the dead.
Life is sexually transmitted.
Health is merely the slowest possible rate at
which one can die.
The only difference between a groove and a
grave is the depth.
Health nuts are going to feel stupid someday,
lying in hospitals dying of nothing.
Have you noticed since everyone has a camcorder these days no one talks about seeing
UFOs like they used to?
All of us could take a lesson from the weather. It
pays no attention to criticism.
In the 60's, people took acid to make the world
weird. Now the world is weird and people take
Prozac to make it normal.
How is it one careless match can start a bushfire, but it takes a whole box to start a campfire?
Who was the first person to look at a cow and
say, 'I think I'll squeeze these dangly things
here, and drink whatever comes out?'
Who was the first person to say, 'See that chicken there? I'm going to eat the next thing that
comes out of its backside. '
Why is there a light in the fridge and not in the
freezer?
If Jimmy cracks corn and no one cares, why is
there a song about him?
If quizzes are quizzical, what are tests?
Do illiterate people get the full effect of Alphabet Soup?

An RAF fighter plane was flying over Afghanistan when he noticed
a flying carpet on each side of his plane both with a machine gunner on board. Sensing danger he shot them down.
Back at base he got a right b****cking - apparently they were Allied Carpets.
Did you ever notice that when you blow in a
dog's face, he gets mad at you; but when you
I was driving to work this morning when I saw an RAC van parked take him on a car ride, he sticks his head out the
up. The driver was sobbing uncontrollably and looked very misera- window?
ble. I thought to myself ‘that guy's heading for a breakdown'.
Why doesn't glue stick to the inside of the botLittle Johnny attended a horse auction with his father. He watched as tle?
his father moved from horse to horse, running his hands up and down
the horse's legs and rump, and chest. After a few minutes, Johnny
asked, 'Dad, why are you doing that?' His father replied, 'Because
when I'm buying horses, I have to make sure that they are healthy and
in good shape before I buy. Johnny, looking worried, said, 'Dad, I
think the Postman wants to buy Mum'
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Easter Remembrance Lilies
IF you wish to donate an Easter lily or Flowers in memory of a loved one this
Easter, please give the names and your donation by 11th April to Norma Black,
Park Villa, North Town, Kingsdon.
When the one you love becomes a memory,
That memory becomes a treasure.

All Saints Church Kingsdon

Mothering Sunday
April 3rd
Family Service at 11am

The festival of Mothering Sunday is the time when children give presents, flowers,
cards and special cakes to their mothers to express their love and gratitude.
The more commonly prepared dish of Mothering Sunday is Simnel Cake.
Simnel cake was traditionally decorated with 11 marzipan balls to symbolise
the faithful Apostles.
Why not come along and join us for this family service and sample our Mrs Beeton’s Simnel Cakes

Norma’s plant sale
Norma has started her plant sale again. She
has begun with Sweet William, Phlox,
Thymes, Sages, and with many other flowers
and veg plants to follow. If you would like to
donate plants for the sale during the season
they would be much appreciated. All proceeds will be split 50/50 between the Church
and the Jubilee Fund

Kingsdon Ladies Club - March Meeting &
AGM

Lynne welcomed 15 members to the meeting. The AGM was
very short as all committee members were willing to stand for
another year. Marilyn St. Clair has taken over from Jean Toole
as the Village Hall rep. Jenny Gamblin was unable to attend the
meeting so accounts will be discussed at the next meeting when
subs of £9 will be due.
Posies for birthdays were given to Edna Gordon, Margaret Hill,
Brenda Hodges and Shirley Singleton.
Freda has tickets for the Tea Dance on 2nd May at £5 each. Offers to make Cakes and Sandwiches would be appreciated.
The Guest Speaker Maurice Fawcett talked about where and how
willows were grown. Some of his work was displayed, many
were of animals and garden features. He had also made a cricket
team to order and had one to show us. All members had a go at
at a bee on a long willow for the garden with much laughter and
no two looked the same.
Refreshments were provided by Freda Curtis and Edna Gordon.
The flutter was won by Brenda Hodges. The meeting closed at
9.45pm. The next meeting on April 12th when the speakers will
be Sue & Larry Skeats with his old tools for ‘Call my Bluff’.
New members and visitors always welcome.
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Kingsdon Jubilee Fund
Well done and thank you to
Elaine & Tim Owen. There
spice quiz and sale raised £105.
Added to this is another £100
from Elaine’s employers Ordnance Survey who match up to
£100 money raised by their
staff for charities.

£2,160.00
1/04/2011

Kingsdon All Saints Church Fete and Car Boot Sale
With the sad demise of the village school, the Church Fete will now return to its
early summer slot and be held on 11 June. This is just an advance warning, further
details will be available in due course. Following the untimely death of John the
Music Man, we will not have our usual accompaniment of songs and music at the
Fete. If anyone knows of someone who might be interested to fill the void, please
contact David Beswick (840795). Alternatively if anyone has access to or knows
of a sound amplification and speaker system that we might use to play music,
please let David know.

Rev Jim Hill
The ever popular Rev Jim Hill will be coming back to Kingsdon for a visit.
Jim will be Preaching at the Evensong Service on Palm Sunday, April 17th at 6pm
Everyone is invited to the service and to meet up with Jim again.
Ilchester School Spring Fair

Saturday 21 May 11.00 am – 2.00 pm
All Welcome - If you would like to run a Stall, please contact Ruth on 01935 841654 for details
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The Kingsdon Inn
The staff at the Kingsdon Inn were delighted to serve Madge from ‘Benidorm’ on 6th March.
Scottish actress Sheila Reid (73) has had a long and distinguished career in theatre, film and television, and
worked with Laurence Olivier at the Royal National Theatre. In 1980, she played the long-suffering wife of
Trevor Howard in Vivian Stanshall's Sir Henry at Rawlinson End. She also played Mrs. Buttle in Terry
Gilliam's 1985 cult classic Brazil.
She has also appeared in the TV
series All Creatures Great and
Small as Mrs Donavan, a rather
eccentric woman offering treatments to animals in rivalry to
James Herriot and Siegried Farnon, and also had a brief appearance in the first series of Auf Weidersehen, Pet. From 2007 onwards
she has appeared as Madge Barron in Bonior and made an appearance in the final episode of
series 1 of BBC Two's 2009 sitcom Psychoville as an old crone.
Sheila is seen here with Kingsdon
Inn staff Pippa and Kelly Davey

Staff wanted at The Kingsdon Inn
Part-time waitress for lunch times and a part time house-keeper to service the letting rooms are required
immediately. If you are interested or would like more information contact Algy Napier on 01935 840543
or email him at enquiries@kingsdoninn.co.uk

New Menu
Chef Duncan is preparing a new menu for May, which will include a Tapas evening, starting on 2nd May.
More details in the next Chronicle

For Sale
A brand new Flymo Easimo and a Flymo Mini
trim .

Only £50 for both items
For more information contact Mrs Sylvia Bishop
4 Henley Rd. Kingsdon, Tel 01935 841013
who has never used them due to a painful back
condition.
Cost £67.80 new
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Kingsdon Cricket Club

Invitation to the Royal Opening of the New Kingsdon Cricket Ground
The new Kingsdon Cricket Ground at the end of Frog Lane is to be officially opened on Sunday 8th May.
In the absence of William & Kate on honeymoon, the Queen has agreed to carry out the opening ceremony, and will be
arriving in her Bentley at 2pm.
The tea ladies will provide a special garden party tea for the event…….
Support your village team – this is a community resource – come and support your team.
There is a Car Park at Kingsdon Cricket Club’s home ground at the end of Frog Lane.
Please park in the Car Park on the field. NOT in Frog Lane.
New Players and Vice-Presidents are always welcome, for more information contact any of the committee members:
President: Wally Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somer ton, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Chairman: Ian Bir r ell, Water smeet, Huish Episcopi, Langpor t TA10 9HE Tel 01458 250246
Captain:
J ames Schofield
Secretary: Kathy J amison ‘The Swallows’ 43 Kingsdon
Tel 01935 841049
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Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Our service includes...
 Carpet and upholstery
 Rugs
 Mattresses
 Hard Floors
Domestic and commercial

CONTACT US - mob. 07951 067872
tel. 01935 841137 - freephone 0800 955 4388
www.somertoncarpetcleaners.co.uk
Delimara, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon, Somerton,
Somerset. TA11 7LL

Tel 07711379351
01458 273391

DC Computer Repair
Alan Hayward

Spyware / Virus removal Broadband installation.
Tuition & Advice
No repair, No charge. Free local collection
Available 7 days a week
Telephone: 01458 272924 Mobile: 07887572418
Alan comes highly recommended by many Kingsdon
Computer users of all ages.
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NOTICE OF ELECTION
ELECTION OF 1 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR
FOR THE

NORTHSTONE WARD
An election is to be held of 1 DISTRICT COUNCILLOR for the NORTHSTONE WARD.
Nomination papers must be delivered to the Returning Officer, Council Offices, Brympton
Way, Yeovil, Somerset BA20 2HT on any day after the date of this notice, but not later than
NOON on 4th April 2011.
Forms of nomination paper may be obtained from the undersigned, who will at the request of any
elector for the said electoral area prepare for signature a nomination paper.
Nomination papers are also available from the following local council offices:
Bruton - Dovecote Building, High Street *
Castle Gary - Market House *
Chard - Holyrood Lace Mill, Holyrood Street
Crewkerne - Town Hall, Market Place
llminster - Council Offices, North Street *

Langport - Information Centre, Bow Street
Martock - The Market House, Church Street *
Somerton - Parish Rooms, Market Place
Wincanton - Churchfield
Yeovil - Petter's House, Petter's Way

(* limited opening hours)
If an election is contested, the poll will take place on THURSDAY 5th MAY 2011
Electors and their proxies should note that to be effective for these elections:(i)
applications to be treated as a postal voter and requests for changes to existing absent votes
from post to proxy or to cancel an existing vote or to change the address for receipt of the ballot
paper must reach the Electoral Registration Officer at the address below not later than 5.00pm on
THURSDAY 14th APRIL 2011.
(ii)
applications to be treated as a proxy voter must reach the Electoral Registration Officer at the
address below not later than 5.00pm on THURSDAY 21st APRIL 2011.
(iii)
applications to be treated as an emergency proxy voter on grounds of medical emergency must reach the Electoral Registration Officer at the address below not later than 5.00pm on
THURSDAY 5th MAY 2011

Dated: 14th March 2011
Council Offices,
Brympton Way,
Yeovil, Somerset
BA20 2HT

Ian Clarke
RETURNING OFFICER

Printed & Published by IAN CLARKE, RETURNING OFFICER, THE COUNCIL OFFICES BRYMPTON WAY YEOVIL SOMERSET BA20 2HT.
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NOTICE OF ELECTION
ELECTION OF 7 PARISH COUNCILLORS
FOR THE KINGSDON PARISH
COUNCIL
An election is to be held of 7 PARISH COUNCILLORS for the KINGSDON PARISH
COUNCIL .
Nomination papers must be delivered to the Returning Officer, Council Offices, Brympton Way,
Yeovil, Somerset BA20 2HT on any day after the date of this notice, but not later than
NOON on 4th April 2011.
Forms of nomination paper may be obtained from the Returning Officer, Council Offices,
Brympton Way, Yeovil, Somerset BA20 2HT or from the Clerk to the KINGSDON PARISH
COUNCIL at The Old Coach House, Kingsdon, Somerton, TA11 7JU.
Either will, at the request of any elector for the said electoral area, prepare for signature a
nomination paper.
Nomination papers are also available from the following local council offices:
Bruton - Dovecote Building, High Street *
Castle Gary - Market House *
Chard - Holyrood Lace Mill, Holyrood Street
Crewkerne - Town Hall, Market Place
llminster - Council Offices, North Street *

Langport - Information Centre, Bow Street *
Martock - The Market House, Church Street *
Somerton - Parish Rooms, Market Place *
Wincanton - Churchfield
Yeovil - Petter's House, Petter's Way

(* limited opening hours)
If an election is contested, the poll will take place on THURSDAY 5th MAY 2011
Electors and their proxies should note that to be effective for these elections:(i)
applications to be treated as a postal voter and requests for changes to existing absent votes
from post to proxy or to cancel an existing vote or to change the address for receipt of the ballot
paper must reach the Electoral Registration Officer at the address below not later than 5.00pm on
THURSDAY 14th APRIL 2011.
(ii)
applications to be treated as a proxy voter must reach the Electoral Registration Officer at
the address below not later than 5.00pm on THURSDAY 21st APRIL 2011.
(iii)
applications to be treated as an emergency proxy voter on grounds of medical
emergency must reach the Electoral Registration Officer at the address below not later than 5.00pm
on THURSDAY 5th MAY 2011

Dated: 14th March 201 1

Council Offices,

Ian Clarke

Brympton Way,
Yeovil, Somerset
BA20 2HT

RETURNING OFFICER

Printed & Published by IAN CLARKE, RETURNING OFFICER, THE COUNCIL OFFICES BRYMPTON WAY YEOVIL SOMERSET BA20 2HT.
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SSDC Planning Applications received
Application No: 11/01058/TCA
Status: Pending Consider ation
Applicant: Mr s R. Hammond
Location: 1 Manor Bar ns, Manor Road, Kingsdon, Somer ton, Somer set, TA11 7LG
Proposal: Notification of intent to car r y out tr ee sur ger y wor ks to a Cor sican Pine tr ee within a conservation area (GR: 351748/126114)
Application No: 11/00965/COU
Status: Pending Consider ation
Applicant: Mr & Mr s Ron Or am
Location: 7 Kingsdon, Somer ton, Somer set, TA11 7LN,
Proposal: Change of use of ancillar y accommodation to independent r esidential dwelling
(GR 351787/126159)
Application No: 11/01115/TCA
Status: Pending Consider ation
Applicant: Mr Andr e Milne
Location: Ridge House, Fr og Lane, Kingsdon, Somer ton, Somer set, TA11 7LL
Proposal: Notification of intent to fell a Conifer tr ee within a conser vation ar ea
(GR: 351862/126048)

Kingsdon Parish Councillors and their specific topics
Tony Masters: Chair man - Jacaranda, Lotment Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LG Tel 01935 840801
Email: armasters@btinternet.com
Angela Saunders: Vice-Chairman - School Governor - Chatsworth, Top Street, Kingsdon, TA11 7JU
Tel 01935 840130 Email: angiesaunders@btinternet.com
Mel Clode: Dog fouling and r elated items, Litter , Gr affiti, Fly tipping, Fly posting, Damaged bins &
Abandoned vehicles and related items - 3 Underwood Rd, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ
Tel 01935 840293
Email: melclode273@btinternet.com
Richard Hollaway: Village Hall & facilities - Kingsdon Court, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LB
Tel 01935 840628 Email: richard.hollaway88@tiscali.co.uk
Dave Morris: Footpaths & Tr ees - Stithians Cottage, North Town, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ Tel
John Calvert Distr ict Councillor (Nor thstone War d) Peacock Cottage, High St. Queen Camel. BA22
7NQ
Tel 01935 850458 Email: john.calvert@southsomerset.gov.uk
Jimmy Zouche (The Lord Zouche) County Councillor (Somer ton Division) The Abbey, Char lton
Adam, Somerton, Somerset. TA11 7BE Tel 01458 223253 Email: jimmyzouche@hotmail.com
David Heath MP Constituency Office - 14 Catherine Hill, Frome, Somerset, BA11 1BZ Tel: 01373
473618
Fax: 01373 455152 Claire Hudson: head of office - email: hudsoncl@parliament.uk
Sally Smith Cler k to Kingsdon Par ish Council, The Old Coach House, Top Str eet, Kingsdon..
TA11 7JU Tel 01935 842094 Mobile 07729 301207 Email sally@tradewindspr.co.uk

The next Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting will be on May
12th at 7pm. In the Village Hall.
The Annual Parish Meeting will be on Friday 15th April
at 7pm in the Village Hall
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Minutes of the Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting
Thursday March 10th 2011 in the Village Hall at 7.00pm
Present: Mr A Master s (Chair man); Messr s. R. Hollaway and Mr s A Saunder s (Par ish Councillor s); Mr J
Calvert (District Councillor); Mr J Zouche (County Councillor) and Mrs S Smith (Parish Clerk) plus 10 Parishioners.
Apologies: Apologies had been r eceived fr om Par ish Councillor Mr Mel Clode.
The minutes of the pr evious meeting had been cir culated and wer e agr eed and signed.
MATTERS ARISING
Kingsdon School. The Chair man, Mr T Master s, said many villager s would like to see the school r emain in public hands and many ideas for village use of the school buildings had been mentioned. However, he said it was important not to be considering ideas that would turn out to be unviable and that recruiting volunteers in the village was
often difficult; there was still a vacancy on the Parish Council that was proving difficult to fill. He said that initially it
was important to find out as much as possible about the school re ownership, restrictions and other aspects.
Two letters were read from parishioners who wanted to see the school buildings be made available for village use.
Cllr J Zouche gave a brief outline of various facts including reference to Compton Dundon school which, like
Kingsdon School, is due to be officially closed in August. Cllr J Zouche said he will contact the legal department at
the County Council and other sources to determine the ownership and also any legal restrictions on the disposal of the
Kingsdon School buildings.
A parishioner, Sir Donald Limon, highlighted a number of facts that needed to be ascertained before any further progress could be made on the school. These included ownership; any link with the Church of England or other restrictions re disposal of the buildings; who should be approached and the proper procedures to follow if the village did
wish to take over the school buildings. He also asked why there was a delay in the full closure of the school and Cllr J
Zouche explained this was a statutory requirement.
There was general discussion about whether there was a requirement for additional facilities within the village; whether the village was free to sell the current village hall to cover the costs of acquiring and developing the school buildings into a new village hall and whether the school playing field was included with the school building. It was confirmed that the Parish Council has full and unrestricted ownership of the current site and building used as the village
hall.
Cllr J Calvert said a new localism bill was being finalised which included new rights and powers which could be useful if the village wished to purchase the school buildings. However, he added the bill had yet to be passed through Parliament and therefore might be too late to assist the village in this instance.
The Chairman, Mr T Masters, said that once further information had been received from Cllr J Zouche, a business plan
could be made to move forward.
School lighting. Mr s A Saunder s said someone had cover ed up the secur ity light outside the school. It was
agreed that parishioners could find it annoying that the light burned all night. However, Mrs Saunders said it was part
of the insurance requirements that the security light be left on and the light must remain uncovered for the time being.
She confirmed she did not know who had covered the light but hoped the person responsible would read this and understand why the light had to remain on.
Snow clearance. Cllr J Zouche said he had been in contact with the Highways Depar tment r e local far mer s to
help clear snow and had obtained the correct contact details for registration. He said there were no problems with Mr
Atwell being registered to do this but a mandatory requirement was that he carried full public liability insurance. He
said that as a farmer Mr Atwell may well have this anyway. The Clerk agreed to pass the contact details on to Mr Atwell so that registration could progress in time for next winter.
Pot holes. Cllr J Zouche was asked who checked that potholes in the r oad wer e cor r ectly filled because the
holes in the road between Kingsdon and Long Sutton had not been leveled off properly and had been completed in a
very poor fashion. Cllr J Zouche said the Parish Council would need to write an official letter to Highways reporting
the unsatisfactory filling of the potholes. The Clerk agreed to write to the Highways Department and copy Cllr J
Zouche so that it could be followed up.
Recreation Field Gate. The Cler k r ead a note fr om Mr Steve Boar der of the South Somer set Distr ict Council
who has been responsible for the inspection of the play area in the village field. He stated that his recent comments
were not means
t as criticism but as an advisory note especially with concern over travellers gaining access to
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tion grounds. Parishioner Mr W Elliott said it was the bolt which was of concern as this could injure children going
past and this was why it had been removed. It was agreed that the bolt should be replaced and the Clerk would write
to Mr Steve Boarder to confirm that he would have no objections to this.
Grit Bins. Mr R Hollaway said he had contacted Highways and they said they will inspect the new sites as
soon as possible. Mr Hollaway said he was persevering to ensure the inspection was done as quickly as possible, and
once this had been achieved he would look at ordering the new bins.
Insurance. The Chair man Mr T Master s said ther e had been an appr oach fr om an insur ance company who
wanted to offer a quote. Mr R Hollaway said the Council’s insurance is not due until May and he would be looking
at various alternatives to achieve the best deal for the Council nearer the time.
Other business.
PAYE for Clerk. The Clerk read a letter from Somerset Association of Local Councils highlighting new regulations
from HM Revenue and Customs stating that Parish Clerks are office holders and are therefore subject to PAYE with
tax implications. It stated that Parish Clerks can never be considered self employed for tax purposes. The Clerk said
she felt that this was too onerous for the Council re paperwork and also, in her own individual situation, she could not
agree to this because she ran a business with full VAT registration and did not want added complications. She suggested that while the Council had previously agreed to payment of the Clerk, this should be reduced and changed to
cover reimbursement only of expenses which would not attract PAYE. A reimbursement figure of £20 a month was
agreed and backdated for the previous financial year.
Somerset County Council work. The Chair man, Mr T Master s, r ead a letter fr om South Somer set County
Council suggesting local councils see what services they could take on to relieve commitments from SSCC. It was
agreed that Kingsdon did not rely on many services provided by SSCC and nothing obvious came to mind that the
Parish Council could take over. There was mention of the supply of a strimmer on a share basis from the County
Council if a villager would volunteer and also attend a user course. The Clerk agreed to write to SSCC to ask for confirmation of what the County Council currently provides.
Tenders for future maintenance. A tender had been r eceived fr om Mr W Elliott to maintain the village field at
£750, the same cost as for the previous year. It was agreed that costs were increasing and while this would be accepted, there was scope to revisit the tender half way through the year to ensure it was still appropriate. It was confirmed
that the additional village strimming from Mr S Seal came to around £365 a year and this would be acceptable for the
coming year.
Payment of accounts. The Cler k confir med the cur r ent bank balances which included over £3,000 in the savings account and £1,122 in the Children’s Account which was still available for use for the youth of the village. She
confirmed the precept for 2011 would not be received until April. The following bills were agreed to be paid:
From Greenslade Taylor Hunt re rent for the village field and allotments to August 2011: £165.
From the Clerk for annual expenses April 2010 to April 2011: £240. 00
From the Village Hall for use until Dec 2010: £50 80p
From Steve Seal for final half strimming: £179
From Somerset Association of Local Councils Annual Membership: £70 02p
The Clerk read out a letter from Greenslade Taylor Hunt saying rents were being reviewed and any changes would
take place from March 2012.
Council Elections. Kingsdon Par ish Council should officially have seven Par ish Councillor s. Elections for the
Parish Council take place this spring.
The Clerk confirmed she had the official nomination forms for any parishioners who would like to volunteer to join
the Parish Council. Current Parish Councillors who wish to stand again were also required to complete an official
nomination form. Nominations had to be in at South Somerset County Council no later than Monday 4th April. Elections will take place on Thursday May 5th only if there were more nominations than places on the Council. The Clerk
handed out a number of nomination forms.
A dog in the night. Mr R Hollaway passed ar ound a pictur e of a dog that had been r epor ted to r oam ar ound
the village during the night. Parishioners were asked to help trace the owner.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.45pm.
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All Saints Church

Priest in Charge
Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029 (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other
occasional services)
Assistant Priest
Curate
Revd Wendy Griffith Tel 01458 224087
Revd Bruce Faulkner Tel 01458 270902
Church Wardens
David Beswick. Tel 01935 840795
Parochial Church Council
Secretary Sir Donald Limon Tel 01935 840450
Treasurer Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692
Tower Captain
Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344

Church Services for April
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Friday
Sunday

3rd
10th
17th
22nd
24th

11am
10am
11am
2pm
9.30am

Family Service - Mothering Sunday
Benefice Holy Communion
Holy Communion Palm Sunday 6pm Evensong (Rev Jim Hill)
Good Friday Service
Holy Communion Easter Sunday

Church Rotas for April

Brass: Linda Beswick & Sheila Lor d

Flowers: Norma Black

Kingsdon Village Hall
For all information (except bookings) contact: - Martin Singleton, Mountsandel Lodge, Mow Barton Rd.
Kingsdon. TA11 7LG Tel. 01935 841162
For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk

Bookings for April 2011
Thai Chi
Short Mat Bowls
Table Tennis Club
Yeovil District Canine Soc.
Art Club
Scottish Dancing
Kingsdon Ladies Club
Kingsdon Seniors Club
Kingsdon Parish Council AGM
Practical Study Group
Quiz/Dance
Village Activities

Mondays 10.30am - 12noon (Term time)
Mondays 7pm - 9pm, Tuesdays 10am - 12noon
Tuesdays at 7.30pm (Not 12th)
Wednesdays at 8pm
Thur sdays 10am - 12noon (Term Time)
Thur sdays 7.45pm - 9.45pm
Tuesday 12th at 7.30pm
Wednesday 13th at 3pm
Fr iday 15th 7pm
Wednesday 20th 10am - 3pm
Fr iday 29th
Satur day 30th

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club

The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings (apart from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between 7.30pm and 9.30pm. If you are interested then please contact Shirley or Martin Singleton on 841162 or just
come along.

Kingsdon Seniors Club

Kingsdon Ladies Club

The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in
The Seniors Club meet on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 3pm in the Village Hall. the Village Hall. New members and visitors are always welcome.
For information contact Club President Lynne Davies, Holly House,
New members are always welcome.
For information contact Club Secretary Mari- Frog Lane, Kingsdon. TA11 7LL Tel 01935 840660 or
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon.
lyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon.
TA11 7LB Tel 01935 840344
Tel 01935 841444
The Kingsdon Chronicle - Editor: Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444, Mobile 07899 734049,
email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com
http:www.ukvillages.co.uk/UserNews/39269/The+Kingsdon+Chronicle
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Kingsdon Recycling and Waste Collection Dates for April
Wheelie Bin Refuse Collection Days Tuesday 12th April & Wednesday 27th April
Recycling and Food Waste Collection Days Every Tuesday as normal except as below
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Scarecrow Competition entry form
I / We wish to participate in the Kingsdon Scarecrow competition.
Names
Address
My/Our Scarecrow will be on display at (Location/ address where the scarecrow can be seen
by the judges)

Admission to the contest is 50p per household. There is no limit as to the number of
scarecrows made and displayed by each participating household. Scarecrows should be
available for judging by 10am until 12 noon on Saturday 30th April 2011.
Please leave your entry form in an envelope marked ‘SCARECROW’ with the 50p entry fee
at Kingsdon Stores or 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon by noon on 28th April.
If your family is entering more than one scarecrow, please have each scarecrow clearly
numbered for the judges to see.
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