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Wally & Marilyn at The Kingsdon Chronicle wish all their readers
a Joyous Christmas and a Happy& Healthy New Year

Ann Baldwin
wishes all her friends
and residents in Kingsdon
a most Enjoyable Christmas
and a very Happy and Healthy New Year
My Donation has been sent to

Joyful Christmas to all our friends
Norma, David, Leonie & Joshua
Hush now all ye men of strife
and hear the Angels sing

Donald & Joyce
Send a Christmas Greeting to all their friends
in Kingsdon. “Wishing you the joy of the season
in your homes and the Wonder of the nativity
in your hearts”

at

Lapford, 39 Kingsdon

Many thanks to all of
those we've met in our
first year in Kingsdon for
making us so welcome.

Andy & Lynn Attwell
send seasons greeting to all their friends in
Kingsdon, wishing you all a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
No cards but donation to the
Kingsdon
Chronicle

Consultation on the Proposed Closure of Kingsdon Primary School
Proposal
The Local Authority is consulting on a proposal to close Kingsdon Primary School with effect from 31 August 2011.
The Local Authority held a public meeting at 7.00 pm on Monday 6 December 2010 at Kingsdon Primary School. to discuss
this proposal and hear the views of those present.
In attendance from Somerset County Council:







Cllr John Osman,
Cabinet Member for Children & Young People,
Louise Goll,
Director, Children & Young People’s Directorate
Brenda Steel,
Manager of Governor Services
Rob Wilson,
Area review Manager
Liz Smith,
Manager of Planning & Admissions
Phil Bowditch,
School Improvement Service
Also present: County Councillor J. Zouche, Executive Headteacher Claire Axten, Kingsdon School Governors Alan Carnal,
Pauline Clarke & Bruce Faulkner, Kingsdon Parish Councillors Tony Masters, Richard Hollaway & David Morris. There were
also present members of Kingsdon School PTFA and Governors of Charlton Mackrell school, 4 parents of Kingsdon School and
other residents
Background
The fundamental principle of school organisation is that a good quality education for every child in Somerset is of paramount
importance. Somerset is predominantly a rural county and it is recognised that small and rural schools will be a part of the
landscape and will inevitably cost more per pupil than schools in the larger towns. The current administration is clear that it
will not close schools on numbers alone. Other factors such as standards, educational outcomes and pupil welfare will also
be important factors when assessing the viability of a school. Therefore, there is a point when numbers will be considered if
the quality of a child's educational and social experience are affected.
What issues does the Local Authority face?
Kingsdon VC Primary School is a very small school that federated with Compton Dundon VC Primary School under a single
governing body in September 2009. Kingsdon currently has 11 pupils on roll.
Over the last six months the Local Authority and the Governing Body have been concerned about the rapidly falling rolls at
both schools and therefore the impact on educational provision for the pupils attending both schools. It is the responsibility
of the Local Authority to ensure that all schools provide high quality academic and pastoral/social provision. This aspiration
is very challenging for schools with small numbers of pupils.
Staff in small schools have always needed to be particularly skilled to ensure the provision of a broad and balanced curriculum. The national curriculum requires primary teachers to have considerable expertise to deliver the 10 required subjects.
This in itself is very demanding. In very small schools where classes will include a wide age range, the task of teachers to
provide learning experiences suited to the needs, interests and abilities of each child is made even more demanding. The
smaller the school the greater the challenge in providing full curriculum coverage. In very small schools, children have
fewer opportunities to work with others of their own age and ability along with the stimulation of discussion and the sharing of ideas. Team games and other group activities are more challenging to organise and children have little opportunity to
develop friendships with others of the same age.
The Local Authority instigated a review of both Kingsdon and Compton Dundon Schools at the start of the Autumn Term
2010 in response to a range of issues.
As a result, collaborative arrangements were put in place for the pupils to benefit from wider learning opportunities than the
two schools previously offered. Claire Axten, Headteacher at Brookside School in Street agreed to take on the Executive
Headship of Compton and Kingsdon supported by her Assistant Headteacher. As a result the Brookside facilities and learning experiences have been made available to the pupils and staff of both schools this term. These arrangements are working
effectively but cannot be sustained in the longer term.
As mentioned above, the current administration is clear that it will not close schools on numbers alone. However there
is a point where numbers become highly relevant.
In the case of these two schools, the extremely low numbers on roll have been shown to compromise the ability to provide good quality educational provision, alongside positive social interaction between pupils.
The Numbers on roll for the last 10 years:
2000 - 54
2006 - 18
2001 - 39
2007 - 30
2002 - 41
2008 - 32
2003 - 43
2009 - 29
2004 - 47
2010 - 11
2005 - 33
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What Alternative Provision would be made for the Educational Needs of children living in the Kingsdon catchment area?
Parents may seek admission to other schools which have places available. The Local Authority will work with parents of existing pupils on roll to assist them in securing a place for their child once the school is legally closed.
When a school closes, the Local Authority has to identify an alternative school to serve the local community that finds itself without a local school.
The Local Authority considers that the best option for Kingsdon is that the existing catchment area be added to the catchment of
Charlton Mackrell VC Primary School.
Charlton Mackrell is the nearest school as the crow flies that maintains the partnership links with Huish Episcopi Academy,
maintains a Church of England link and sustains a 3 class structure
Entitlement to Transport
The statutory walking distances are two miles for children under the age of eight and three miles for children aged eight and
over. For primary aged pupils, free school transport will only be provided to the catchment/nearest school. The statutory walking distances are measured via the shortest available route that is considered suitable for a child to walk to school, accompanied
as necessary.
The Local Authority is conducting a route review to examine the appropriateness of the walking route to Charlton Mackrell
School. If the route is deemed dangerous, and the alternative route exceeds the statutory walking distance, then all the pupils who
need to use that route to school and live in the catchment area would be entitled to free school transport.
Children with Special Educational Needs
In the case of this proposal, subject to normal SEN review processes, support for all individual pupils will be available at alternative mainstream schools in the area. The process by which pupils access SEN support will remain unchanged. The local
transport policy for SEN pupils will remain in place.
What decisions have been taken so far?
The Lead Cabinet Member for Children and Young People took a decision on 22 November to approve statutory consultation on
this proposal.
Any change to school organisation legally requires the proposer (in this case the Local Authority) to follow a five stage process.
These five stages are:
Consultation. Publication of the legal notice. Representation. Decision. Implementation.
This consultation is stage 1 of the process. The only decision that has been taken so far is to consult on the proposal to close
Kingsdon Primary School.
How can I have my say?
If you were unable to attend the meeting and wish to put forward your views, this can be done by writing to; T he Director, Children and Young People's Directorate, County Hall, Taunton, TA1 4DY by 28 January 2011 (individual names and addresses
will not be made known); Or you can e-mail: SchoolConsultation@somerset.gov.uk
All responses will be considered and a decision on whether to move to stage 2, the publication of a formal proposal, will be taken
by the Lead Cabinet Member, Children and Young People in mid February.

Closing date for responses is 28 January 2011

Stan Pring - 89 years young
Happy Birthday wishes go to Stan Pring of 2 Henley Road, Kingsdon, who was 89 on Friday 17th December.
Stan was born at No 4 Kingsdon and lived there until he married Muriel in 1946. His father was the Estate Carpenter
and that's where Stan inherited his woodworking and gardening
skills. After national service in the RAF, during which he spent time
in Canada and Burma, he returned to Kingsdon and joined British railways as a clerk at Martock Railway Station. Later he went to work as
an accountant/book-keeper for William Sparrow & Sons at Bower
Hinton and stayed there until he retired. He was an active bell ringer at
All Saints Kingsdon as was his father and grandfather (and also his
two sons) ! He was tower captain for several years. He was also a
Parish Councillor, albeit for a short time.
He always loved his gardening and up until a few years ago managed
to keep many villagers supplied with tomatoes and fuchsias !!
Fortunately he has always enjoyed good health and apart from the usual aches and pains manages to look after himself very well. I know he
has some "medicine" in the cupboard so if anyone wants to visit they
will be sure of a warm welcome.
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Snow time again
The heavy falls of snow this December has caused problems for some
and fun for others. The roads in the village have become skating rinks,
with delivery vans particularly having great difficulty negotiating the
slopes and bends. It was only thanks to the grit bins being available that
traffic, with great difficulty, is able to get in a and out of the village
At the Parish Council meeting held on Thursday 9th it was agreed that it
was up to members of the village to take individual action when they
thought it necessary. There was discussion about the refilling of the
bins and it was confirmed that replenishment requests should be directed to Somerset Direct (0845 345 9155), who can then pass locations
on to the area offices for action when resources become available.
It is pleasing to hear that some parishioners have already requested replenishments. With the scarcity of the grit however you are asked to use
it frugally. The recommended coverage is only 20 grams per square
metre. With more snow forecast we are going to have to conserve our
meagre stocks, but well done to all who have braved the freezing conditions to spread the grit, and thereby help everyone using our roads, either on foot or driving.
A Parishioner said there were still areas in the village not covered by the
bins and he felt it would be a good idea to purchase two more bins. It
was agreed this would be put on the agenda for the next Council meeting. It was mentioned that there had been some comment on village furniture and the bright colour of the bins but it was suggested that the colour would tone down in time and the only alternative was yellow.
Will I be held liable if someone falls on a path I have cleared?
There is no law preventing you from clearing snow and ice on the pavement outside your property, pathways to your
property or public spaces. It is very unlikely that you would face any legal liability, as long as you are careful, and use
common sense to ensure that you do not make the pavement or pathway clearly more dangerous than before. People
using areas affected by snow and ice also have responsibility to be careful themselves
What can I do to help clear snow and ice from pavements and public spaces?
Practical advice from highway engineers is given below. This is not a comprehensive list.

Start early: it is much easier to remove fresh, loose snow compared to compacted ice that has been compressed
by people walking on it.

Do not use hot water. This will melt the snow, but may r eplace it with black ice, incr easing the r isk of injury.

Be a good neighbour: some people may be unable to clear snow and ice on paths leading to their property or
indeed the footway fronting their property. Snowfall and cold weather pose particular difficulties for them gaining access to and from their property or walking to the shops.

If shovelling snow, consider where you are going to put it, so that it does not block people’s paths, or block
drainage channels. This could shift the problem elsewhere.

Make a pathway down the middle of the area to be cleared first, so you have a clear surface to walk on. Then
you can shovel the snow from the centre to the sides.

Spreading some salt on the area you have cleared will help to prevent any ice forming. Table salt or dishwasher
salt will work, but avoid spreading on plants or grass as they may be damaged by it. A few grams (a tablespoon)
for each square metre you clear should work. The salt found in salting bins will be needed for keeping roads
clear. Particular care and attention should be given to steps and steep gradients to ensure snow and ice is removed. You might need to apply additional salt to these areas.

Use the sun to your advantage. Removing the top layer of snow
will allow the sun to melt any ice beneath; however you will need
to cover any ice with salt to stop it refreezing overnight.

If there is no salt available, then a little sand or ash is a reasonable substitute. It will not have the same de-icing properties as salt
but should offer grip under foot.
It is a time for some younger people to make their snowmen. 3 year old
Aeryn Nicholl seen here with mum Jo, decided this winter she would
not eat his nose, unlike last January!
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Margaret Close sends Happy
Seasons Greetings to all her
friends in the village
Thank you for being so kind
and helpful

Nigel & Angie wish all their friends a
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Greetings form Portugal

"Feliz Natal and Best Wishes for the New Year
to all in Kingsdon and especially to our
neighbours in Frog Lane, from
Andre, Zoe, Gracie and Harry Milne"

Michael & Jean
at Lytes Cary wish all
their friends in Kingsdon
" A very Happy and
peaceful Christmas with
good health throughout

Kirsty, Sam & Harvey send
Christmas greetings to all their
friends in Kingsdon

Richard & Cathy Hollaway wish all
friends in Kingsdon a Very Happy
Christmas and New Year
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Robin, Denise & Simon Attwell wish
all in Kingsdon a Very Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year

'Wishing all our friends
and family a very Happy
Christmas and New Year,
with love and best wishes'
Jenny & Win

Brian & Bridget
send seasons
greetings
to all their
friends
in Kingsdon

To Duncan and Harry
Happy Christmas
Love you Moore,
Lynn/Mum xx
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The Overd Family
wish everyone a very
Happy Christmas
and

Douglas & Leslie send a wish to all
their friends in Kingsdon….
...May Peace be your gift at
Christmas and your blessing all year
through!

Shirley & Martin Singleton wish
Shirley & Martin Singleton
all their
in inKingsdon
Wish allfriends
their friends
Kingsdon a
A Very
Happy Christmas
& New
Very
Happy
Christmas
&Year
New
(We will be sending a donation to ORBIS)

Glenn & Kathie send seasons
greeting
to all their friends in
Kingsdon.

Wishing you all a
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Kingsdon Christmas Photo Quiz
In Aid of the Kingsdon Jubilee Fund
Quiz sheets available from Kingsdon Stores

This year the Christmas Quiz is entitled ‘The Doors of Kingsdon’. It is designed to test your powers of observation,
whilst having a leisurely walk around the village, perhaps after your Christmas Dinner and too much Pudding. All
you have to do is identify the buildings that the doors belong to, and enter your answers on the Quiz Sheet . All pictures were taken from the public highway within the village. (Not the main road or private drives). Entries to be returned to 4 Manor Close by 5th January. All correct entries will be entered into a draw for the First Prize of Sunday
Lunch for 2 at The Kingsdon Inn
For only £1 per quiz sheet just think how many pounds you could walk off !
Remember, I have used a telephoto lens to zoom in!
Example: This is the door from Verleys Thatch in Copper Beech Rd.

Carol Service
This years Carol service, despite the arctic conditions, went ahead as planned and was a great success.
The Service of Seven Lessons, Carols and Hymns with the magnificent new lighting system working at its best for
the first time at a major Church Festival was attended by a large congregation.
The service commenced with a Processional Hymn, “Once in Royal David City”, with a superb solo performance by Anne Coyle. Included in the Service was a new Carol titled “Long, long ago”, composed by
Kingsdon’s promising young composer, fifteen-year-old George Owen, and performed by The Kingsdon Annual
Scratch Choir, conducted by Tony Steele-Perkins, with Beryl Turner at the Organ. The service ended with a rendition
of the traditional ‘Somerset Wassail’, with the final mythical verse;
The girt dog of Langport he burnt his long tail,
And this is the night we go singing wassail:
O master and missus, now we must be gone;
God bless all in this house till we do come again:
This ever popular service was in the hands of Revd. Wendy Griffith.
Congratulations to all who organised and took part in this very much enjoyed Christmas Service

Letters to The Kingsdon Chronicle
Please would you record the following comments in the next Chronicle.
I wish to register my full support for the Board of Governors decision made on 11th November 2010. Recommending to the LEA that the school should be put in to consultation for closure was the only sensible outcome when considering all the factors. The prime factor, which should be paramount when considering the future of any school, is the
education of the children on roll. To have the school continue with the present numbers or likely numbers for the
foreseeable future, would be doing a disservice to the children and their education.
To try and apportion blame for this situation would be foolhardy in the extreme when there are so many factors to be
considered.
Alan Carnall has my full support, and he should be thanked for all the hard work both he and his fellow governors
have put in during this difficult time for the school.
Respect to the Governors of the School for carrying out their responsibilities with dignity and courage. A very
difficult task, but they appear to have faced up to the reality of the situation very professionally.
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Alex & Joyce wish all the
readers of the Kingsdon
Chronicle a Merry Christmas
and a very Happy and
Healthy New Year
A Christmas greeting
to all my many
friends in Kingsdon

A JOYOUS AND HAPPY CHRISTMAS
YOU ALL

TO

Edna Benjamin

With warm wishes for a blessed
Christmas and healthy, happy and
peaceful 2011 to all our friends and
neighbours in Kingsdon.
Jane, James and Andrew Lockhart,
Lattice Cottage

Linda & Goff
wish all their friends in Kingsdon
Merry Christmas
and a Happy & Healthy
2011

a Very

Page 9

Why Some Men Have Dogs And Not Wives:

Mick’s striptease
Paddy is passing by Mick's hay shed one day when
1. The later you are, the more excited your dogs are to see
through a gap in the door he sees Mick doing a slow and
you.
sensual striptease in front of an old red Massey Ferguson.
2. Dogs don't notice if you call them by another dog's name. Buttocks clenched he performs a slow pirouette and gently slides off first the right welly, followed by the left.
3. Dogs like it if you leave a lot of things on the floor.
He then hunches his shoulders forward and in a classic
striptease move lets his braces fall down from his shoul4. A dog's parents never visit.
5. Dogs agree that you have to raise your voice to get your ders to dangle by his hips over his corduroy trousers.
Grabbing both sides of his checked shirt, he rips it apart
point across.
to reveal his tea stained vest underneath and with a final
6. You never have to wait for a dog; they're ready to go 24 flourish he hurls his flat cap on to a pile of hay.
hours a day.
"What the heck are you doing Mick" says Paddy.
"Jeez Paddy, ye frightened the livin bejasus out of me”,
7. Dogs find you amusing when you're drunk..
says an obviously embarrassed Mick, "but me and the
8. Dogs like to go hunting and fishing.
Missus been having some trouble late-ly in the bedroom
9. A dog will not wake you up at night to ask, "If I died,
department, and the Therapist suggested I do something
would you get another dog?"
sexy to a tractor".
10. If a dog has babies, you can put an ad in the paper and
give them away.
Blonde
11. A dog will let you put a studded collar on it without
During
a
recent
password
audit at a Bank, it was found
calling you a pervert.
that a blonde lady was using the following password:
12. If a dog smells another dog on you, they don't get mad. MickeyMinniePlutoHueyLouieDeweyDonaldGoofyBerThey just think it's interesting.
lin. When asked why she had such a long password she
said: "I was told it had to be at least 8 characters long
13. Dogs like to ride in the back of a pickup truck.
and include one capital"
And last, but not least:
14. If a dog leaves, it won't take half of your stuff.
Those who jump off a bridge in Paris are in Seine.
To test this theory:
Shotgun wedding - A case of wife or death.
Lock your wife and your dog in the garage for an hour.
Condoms should be used on every conceivable occasion.
Then open it and see who's happy to see you.
A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion.
Acupuncture is a jab well done
Every calendar's days are numbered.
If you don't pay your exorcist, you get repossessed
A bicycle can't stand on its own because it is two tired.
Out of the mouths of children
STEVEN (age 3)
hugged and kissed his Mom good night. 'I love you so much that when you die I'm going to bury you outside my bedroom window.'
BRITTANY (age 4)
had an ear ache and wanted a pain killer. She tried in vain to take the lid off the bottle.. Seeing her frustration, her
Mom explained it was a child-proof cap and she'd have to open it for her. Eyes wide with wonder, the little girl asked:
'How does it know it's me?'
SUSAN (age 4)
was drinking juice when she got the hiccups. 'Please don't give me this juice again,' she said, 'It makes my teeth
cough..'
DJ (age 4)
stepped onto the bathroom scale and asked: 'How much do I cost?'
CLINTON (age 5) was in his bedroom looking worried When his Mom asked what was troubling him, he replied, 'I
don't know what'll happen with this bed when I get married. How will my wife fit in it?'
MARC (age 4) was engrossed in a young couple that were hugging and kissing in a restaurant. Without taking his eyes
off them, he asked his dad: 'Why is he whispering in her mouth?'
TAMMY(age 4) was with her mother when they met an elderly, rather wrinkled woman her Mom knew. Tammy
looked at her for a while and then asked, 'Why doesn't your skin fit your face?'
JAMES (age 4)was listening to a Bible story. His dad read: 'The man named Lot was warned to take his wife and flee
out of the city, but his wife looked back and was turned to salt..' Concerned, James asked: 'What happened to the flea?'
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World Horse Welfare at Glenda Spooner Farm, Kingsdon
Christmas Fun Day

As usual there were tours of the yard and the opportunity to walk round the farm, There were also some
displays of the horses and ponies in the main arena,
plus some other special displays, a tombola, secondhand tack stall, and Charity Christmas Cards and gifts
for sale. Light refreshments were available
(including Andy’s famous fruit cake!)
One of the ponies on display was Tom pictured here
with Sam. Tom has been at Glenda Spooner Farm
for a few weeks, having been found wandering down
a street in a Welsh valley’s town with a cob. The
amazing thing is that no one has come forward to
claim Tom. When found he was very nervous, but
after a few weeks of TLC from Sam, who in return
has given her a few kicks, is well on his way to becoming suitable for re-homing

Janet, Andy, Sam and all the Staff at
Glenda Spooner Farm wish their
friends in Kingsdon a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Kingsdon Stores Christmas Raffle

Thanks to the hard work of Angie at the Stores for running the annual Christmas Raffle, £50.50 has been added to
our Jubilee fund. The winner of the raffle was Ann Leahy.
Angie has raised over £489 in the Stores since the Jubilee appeal started, by selling quiz sheets etc.

Richard Kersley

Richard sends his sincere thanks to everyone who has sent him cards and messages during his hospitalisation.
Richard’s daughter, Kathie informs the Chronicle this morning, Monday20th December, that since his move to
Chard Hospital he is a lot happier and getting back to his old cheeky ways with the nurses. It is unlikely Richard
will be home for Christmas as he needs to be able to walk and look after himself before his discharge can be considered.
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Kingsdon
Primary
School
Christmas Play
2010

The Hoity
Toity Angels
The marvellous performance by the
children (old and
young) in this year’s
memorable Christmas school play was
received with great
enthusiasm by the
packed audience in
the village hall.
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New Year’s Eve Menu
7pm arrival until late

A Glass of Bubbly on Arrival
Celeriac & Stilton Soup (v)
Layers of Crab & Avocado Mousse with a Tomato & Basil Sauce
Smoked Salmon & Tiger Prawn Salad
A Smooth Duck Liver & Herb Pate
Grilled Goats Cheese with Caramelised Onion Confit (v)
Pan Fried Loin of Venison with a Damson & Port Wine Sauce
Grilled Sirloin Steak with a Béarnaise Sauce
Tenderloin of Pork with a Citrus & Herb Stuffing
Duo of Salmon & Sole with a Crayfish Sauce
Half Roast Duck with Scrumpy Sauce
Wild Mushroom & Cherry Tomato Baked in Filo Pastry (v)
Choice of Desserts
Coffee
Price £35
Please note that this menu needs to be pre-booked and a non refundable deposit of £5 per head is required
for each booking. Cheques payable to the Kingsdon Inn. Deposits to be received at least 7 days from the
date of booking.
Tel 01935 840543
enquiries@kingsdoninn.co.uk
www.kingsdoninn.co.uk
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Bless this House
The Kingsdon Inn landlord, Algy Napier left nothing to chance as he prepared to re-open the pub after
a £250,000 refurbishment following the fire earlier
this year.
The tables were prepared, the kitchen well stocked
and the bar featured real ales and a good selection of
wines and spirits. But Algy felt the need for divine
intervention so he called on our local curate to come
in and bless the Kingsdon Inn and just to be on the
safe side, pull the first pint – of cider, naturally.
Reverend Bruce Faulkner said he was delighted to
be asked to preside because he felt the pub played
such an important part in the local community.

Algy welcomes Bruce to The Kingsdon Inn

Those present formed the bar room congregation
and joined Bruce in his blessing: “Let this be a
place of hospitality for all who visit, may they be
knit together in companionship. You fill the hungry with good things, send your blessing on all who
will work in this kitchen. You give food
and drink to sustain our lives, may all
who eat and drink in this place be refreshed in body and in spirit. Protect us,
Lord, as we stay awake: watch over all
who will stay here that they may know
sleep, peace and rest. ”
Ilminster builders, W. Coombes & Sons
(Construction) Ltd got to work within
weeks of the fire on 4th March and Gary
Marjoram of Packham Brothers in Cudworth, created a new thatched roof.

“It seems to have been a long haul but I
am just delighted that all the work is
done and we’re back even better than
ever before. We’ve got a great team to
provide top class hospitality, a superb
Christmas menu and even some very
Bruce pulls the first pint of cider accompanied by Builder Tim Coombs, comfortable en-suite bedrooms if people
fancy staying the night. All the details are
Algy Napier and Building Surveyor, James Paul.
available at our website –
www.kingsdoninn.co.uk,” said Algy.
The religious theme followed into the
first night of the pub being opened to the
public because it was fully booked and
there was no room at the Inn. So it’s wise
to book by calling 01935.840543.
The Kingsdon Inn is owned by Gamebird
Inns, a small consortium of local businessmen who are committed to providing
top class country pubs which make a big
contribution to rural economies. They
also own the Manor at Ditcheat and the
Halfway House at Pitney.

The Blessing
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Opening Night

There was certainly no room at the Inn,. It was a full
house, with all tables booked for this special evening at
the Kingsdon Inn

A CHRISTMAS DRINK
by Peter Crowter

The year was nineteen fifty-three, the time was Christmas Eve,
And I could now drink alcohol but I was quite naïve.
The Kingsdon Inn allowed me in cos I was now eighteen,
And though I’d had a beer or two I was still pretty green.
Father said, ‘Now come on son we’ll go and have a drink,
It’s Christmas and you’re old enough, we’ll celebrate I think.
Grace, we’re going to the pub.’ Mum said ‘I think I’ll stay.
Don’t you go and drink too much, tomorrow’s Christmas Day.
The pub was full of local folk all full of fun and cheer,
Some had started early and were fairly full of beer.
Father went up to the bar and ordered our first ale,
Bruttons Brown I fancied, but he preferred the pale.
The pub was buzzing merrily and when we’d had a few,
‘Lets change to something stronger.’said dad, ‘That’s what we’ll do’.
The landlord sold no spirits, Fred was a cautious man,
The licence was expensive and was not part of his plan.
Cider, beer and wine he sold, he stocked no Scotch or gin.
‘We’ll have a drop of port.’ Said dad. ‘OK, I’ll get them in’.
Now when I’d had a few of those I started to feel queer,
It wasn’t long before I wished that I had stuck to beer.
‘Are you all right?’ said father. ‘Oh I’m just fine’ I lied.
I wonder if he’ll miss me, if I just sneak outside.
I think we sang some carols then but I’m not really sure,
Then father said, ‘It’s time to go, we’d better not have more’.
‘Merry Christmas everyone!’ he called to all our friends
And walking home I managed to negotiate the bends.
I walked into our cottage and I tried to concentrate,
But mother saw immediately my rather wobbly gait.
She said, ‘You’ve had too much to drink.’ I said, ‘No, just a drop.’
And all the while our sitting room was spinning like a top.
‘He has spoilt his Christmas’ said my mother with a sigh,
Me, well all I wanted was to just lay down and die.
Next day I had a headache and the sympathy was short.
And I was thirty-eight before I drank another port.

Merry Christmas to all my Kingsdon friends.
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Staff Wanted at The Kingsdon Inn
A washer-up is required for lunch times, week days only.
For more information contact Algy Napier at the Inn
Tel 01935 840543
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Take Art
presents

James Hickman & Dan Cassidy
live
at Kingsdon Village Hall
7.30pm Friday 4th February 2011

James Hickman and Dan Cassidy are a newly formed transatlantic folk and roots duo.
James Hickman provides the vocals and driving rhythm guitar while Dan Cassidy brings his virtuosic
fiddle playing to their wonderfully unique rendition of new and old folk music.

Brought up in
Shropshire on a
diet of folk and
bluegrass, James is
a professional singer and guitarist and apart from his work with Dan, tours nationally and internationally
with Hickman & Quinn and also folk group, Uiscedwr, winner of the BBC Radio 2 Young Folk Award.
Dan, brother of the late Eva Cassidy, grew up in Maryland USA is also a professional musician. Based in
Iceland, he works with folk/ rock group Papar and regularly tours UK with The Dan Cassidy Swing Quartet. James & Dan toured on the Shropshire rural touring scheme last year where they were met with sold
out shows and delighted audiences.
Tickets available from:Martin Singleton Tel 01935 841162 & Ann Leahy Tel 01935 840502
Adults - £7
Concession - £6
Children - £6
Families - £20
A Bring your own Drinks event,
Tea & Coffee will be available during the interval
Doors open 7am
Take Art is an arts development organisation serving communities across Somerset. It is committed to
making arts of the highest quality accessible to all sections of the rural population. It plays a leading
role in the development of dance in both urban and rural areas of the county and a similar role for
the development of theatre.
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Do you have room to foster?
Children in care in Somerset are about to get a brighter future following the launch of a new campaign to find more
foster carers in the county.
Fostering in Somerset has been launched by Somerset County Council to encourage more people to consider fostering a local child. The Council is looking for more foster carers from all walks of life so that it can find carers best
suited to each child’s needs.
The campaign includes a new website www.fosteringinsomerset.org.uk which has a step-by-step guide to becoming a foster carer. You can also request an information pack or ask for a call back from a fostering advisor.
Foster carers can make a real difference to a
child’s life at times when they are unable to live
at home. Being fostered gives children in care the
chance to have the everyday experiences that
many people take for granted.
Success stories from a variety of foster carers in
Somerset are featured on the new website. One
of those is from Clive and Ruth Holt who have
fostered six children over four years.
Clive said: “We would recommend fostering to
other people because helping children through a
difficult, traumatic and uncertain period in their
lives has given us a great sense of achievement
and satisfaction. We give these children love,
understanding and a safe environment so they
can learn to trust and form attachments. Sometimes it can be challenging but overall it is very
rewarding.”
Councillor John Osman, Somerset County Council’s Cabinet Member for Children & Young
People's Services said: “More foster homes are
always needed in Somerset for children of all
ages. Our new campaign aims to dispel a few
myths and open the doors to people who have a
spare room and something to give to children in
care.”
Anyone interested in finding our more about fostering can call 0800 587 9900 or visit
www.fosteringinsomerset.org.uk.

The Lords Larder Appeal
Norma, David & Joyce
send a big thank you to all
who donated food and
monies, enabling us to
help those in need in the
Yeovil area this Christmas.
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Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Our service includes...
 Carpet and upholstery
 Rugs
 Mattresses
 Hard Floors
Domestic and commercial

CONTACT US - mob. 07951 067872
tel. 01935 841137 - freephone 0800 955 4388
www.somertoncarpetcleaners.co.uk
Delimara, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon, Somerton,
Somerset. TA11 7LL

Tel 07711379351
01458 273391

DC Computer Repair
Alan Hayward

Spyware / Virus removal Broadband installation.
Tuition & Advice
No repair, No charge. Free local collection
Available 7 days a week
Telephone: 01458 272924 Mobile: 07887572418
Alan comes highly recommended by many Kingsdon
Computer users of all ages.
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Compost
Buy local - Save your fuel
Free local delivery
40 litre Organic Multi-Purpose (not
suitable for seed) £2.50 each or 3 for only
£6
10 litre Multi-Purpose (suitable for seed)
£1 each
40 litre Multi Purpose (suitable for seed)
£3 each
30 litre Ericaceous £3 each
70 litre ornamental bark £4.50
33 litre Grow Bags £1.25

T R Carpentry and Joinery
Kitchen fitting - Doors & Windows fitting
Flooring of all types - Decking - Skirtings and
Architraves
Shelving - Built in Wardrobes
For all your Carpentry and Joinery needs

Tom Reed
07729 187293

01458 241910

Why struggle with heavy bags, let Paul
take the strain.

Contact Paul Attwell Tel 07906 018082.
Orders also taken by Angela at
Kingsdon Stores
Visit Paul’s new shop ‘Bargain Basement’ in West Street, Somerton, next to
the railway bridge.

We distribute quality dried herbs & spices nationally via our website at:
www.thebestpossibletaste.co.uk.
Call at Innes House to buy at ‘friends and neighbours’ rates.
Herb/spice boxes: Web price 88p. Your price 60p
Spice'n'tice curry kits:
Web price £1.99. Your price £1.60
Web price £2.49. Your price £2.00
Other items 20% off web price.
Phone 01935 841120 (or call by) to get a full list of the herbs and spices available from Tim or Elaine Owen, Innes House, Lower Road, Kingsdon.
(next to the Village Hall)
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Theft of Heating Oil and Vehicle Fuels
There has been a drastic increase in the theft of central heating oil from household tanks in the South Somerset area as
well as the theft of vehicle fuel. Avon & Somerset Police have issued the following advice:

Tips for Oil Storage Tanks


Consider using 'bunded (double skinned tanks) fuel tanks if your existing storage facility is not of that type.



Install security lighting to protect the area around the tank as most offences take place overnight.



If possible site the tank so that it is visible from the house and as far away from roads, paths and other public access routes as possible.



Make unauthorised access as difficult as possible by installing cages and/or by improving security that surrounds
fuel storage tanks and the feed pipes to the house; also consider using fencing or strategic planting A lways discuss access with your fuel provider before making any changes.



A remote oil level gauge situated in the hou§e will give warning of any sudden drop in oil level by sounding an
alarm
Conceal or cover any external pipes and fuel lines Consider installing a tank alarm Join a Neighbourhood Watch
Scheme




Report any suspect activity to the police straight away. Regularly check your fuel levels, sensors which monitor
levels from inside the home are available

Tips for Vehicles


Secure vehicles in garage where possible Consider the use of locking fuel caps



Re-fuel vehicles just before the planned journey rather than leaving a vehicle fully fuelled overnight



Park vehicles in areas that are well lit so they can be observed easily



Use secure parking areas or compounds when vehicles are parked overnight




Consider the use of alarms. This could be on the vehicles themselves or for the perimeter of the parking/storage area.
Improve lighting and focus on vulnerable areas



Fit anti-siphoning devices



Install or confirm existing CCTV is fit for purpose



Install cages and/or improve security that surrounds fuel storage tanks



Consider the deployment of fuel dyes



Commercial companies may like to consider fuel cards rather than storing fuel



Use defensive parking techniques



Remove portable storage from site (barrels & drums etc) or make them secure

Consider installing fuel cap alarms - wireless transmitters can be placed inside the screw cap of the fuel tank. A magnetic switch on the device sets off an alarm if the cap is opened or tampered with. More advanced systems can be linked to,
security lighting or send a text message to the farmer, landowner, householder or their security provider. An isolation
switch allows authorised access to the tank for refuelling.
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Kingsdon Parish Councillors and their specific topics
Tony Masters: Chair man - Jacaranda, Lotment Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LG Tel 01935 840801
Email: masters@jacaranda99.fsnet.co.uk
Angela Saunders: Vice-Chairman - School Governor - Chatsworth, Top Street, Kingsdon, TA11 7JU
Tel 01935 840130 Email: angiesaunders@btinternet.com
Mel Clode: Dog fouling and r elated items, Litter , Gr affiti, Fly tipping, Fly posting, Damaged bins & Abandoned vehicles and related items - 3 Underwood Rd, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ
Tel 01935 840293
Email: melclode273@btinternet.com
Richard Hollaway: Village Hall & facilities - Kingsdon Court, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LB
Tel 01935 840628 Email: richard.hollaway88@tiscali.co.uk
Dave Morris: Footpaths & Tr ees - Stithians Cottage, North Town, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ Tel
John Calvert Distr ict Councillor (Nor thstone War d) Peacock Cottage, High St. Queen Camel. BA22 7NQ
Tel 01935 850458 Email: john.calvert@southsomerset.gov.uk
Jimmy Zouche (The Lord Zouche) County Councillor (Somer ton Division) The Abbey, Char lton Adam, Somerton, Somerset. TA11 7BE Tel 01458 223253 Email: jimmyzouche@hotmail.com
David Heath MP Constituency Office - 14 Catherine Hill, Frome, Somerset, BA11 1BZ Tel: 01373 473618
Fax: 01373 455152 Claire Hudson: head of office - email: hudsoncl@parliament.uk
Sally Smith Cler k to Kingsdon Par ish Council, The Old Coach House, Top Str eet, Kingsdon..
TA11 7JU Tel 01935 842094 Mobile 07729 301207 Email sally@tradewindspr.co.uk

The next Parish Council Meeting will be on Thursday 13th January at 7pm
in the Village Hall
DRAFT Minutes of Kingsdon Parish Council Planning Meeting
held on Thursday December 9th 2010 in the village hall at 7.00pm

Present: Mr A Master s (Chair man); Messr s. D. Mor r is, M. Clode and Mr s A Saunder s (Par ish Councillor s);
Mrs S Smith (Parish Clerk) plus 13 Parishioners.
Apologies were given on behalf of Mr J Calvert (District Councillor); Mr J Zouche (County Councillor) and Mr R
Hollaway (Parish Councillor).
The minutes of the previous planning meeting had been circulated and were agreed and signed.
Matters arising:
Planning Application No 08/01550/FUL
Applicant: Glenda Spooner Farm, Brincil Hill, Kingsdon
Re: Proposed visitor centre. Amendment to previous application..
Observations: Ther e was gener al concer n that the plans wer e unclear and pr ovided insufficient infor mation.
There was discussion over many aspects of the amended red line on the supplied amended plans showing alterations
with regard to access to the proposed visitor centre. A question was raised about how Glenda Spooner farm had acquired certain verge areas; about the proposed splays and other aspects of the application. There was serious concern
over the fact that the new delineation bisected Brincil Hill which could indicate reduced access up the road towards
Kingsdon. There was concern that by commenting on the amended plans the Council could be deemed to approve of
other aspects of the original plan. A parishioner commented that when an application was submitted for a tennis court
in the same area, it was rejected because it was too near a listed building, and he wondered how it was now possible
to consider erecting a massive visitor centre in a similar location.
It was agreed that more information was needed. The clerk agreed to contact our County Councillor Mr Jimmy
Zouche and inform him of the Parish Council’s concerns.
Proposed by Mr s A Saunder s that we infor m the South Somer set Distr ict Council that ther e is insufficient information provided and therefore the Parish Council is unable to provide any informed observation. Seconded by Mr
D Morris.
The motion was carried.
Planning Application No: 10/04084/FUL.
Applicant: Mr Jonathan Chor ley-Lugg.
Proposal: Er ection of an extension at Kingsdon House, Kingsdon.
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Observations: A Par ishioner expr essed ser ious concer n about the height of the pr oposed development. She said
that while it had been lowered a little, it still towered above her property, restricting light into her home and offering an
overpowering backdrop to her garden. There was comment that the design is not consistent with a village property and is
more on the lines of a mini mansion and that the building is out of proportion to the size of the plot. There was comment
that the design does not adhere to the conservation aspects of the village and that the planned external render would look
out of place. There was comment that it did not fit in well with the overall Village Plan.
Proposed by Mr M Clode that the application be r ejected; seconded by Mr s A Saunder s - The motion was carried.
Other business
Village walls. Mr T Master s said that Mr Gar y Alleyne would be unable to pr ovide ser vices fr om Wor kstar to
work on the village walls around the field until April or May.
Budget cuts. Mr T Master s r efer r ed to a message that had been r eceived fr om the Chief Executive at County Hall
asking for any ideas for savings to be made regarding village services and grants.
Equipment. A Par ishioner commented on a scheme by the County Council that pr ovides assistance to clear pathways and other areas around villages. Mr D Morris confirmed he let the Council know of problems such as broken stiles,
but said that things especially with regards to budgets were changing. It was confirmed that the Council was still offering
a small level of free equipment to assistance in village clearing and maintenance and Mr D Morris said he would contact
them to see what was available.
Grit Bins. It was agr eed these had been useful in the r ecent cold weather . A Par ishioner mentioned he had been
asked about whether there was a roster to spread grit when necessary and it was agreed it was up to members of the village to take individual action when they though it necessary. There was discussion about the refilling of the bins and it
was confirmed that replenishment requests should be directed to Somerset Direct (0845 345 9155) who can then pass locations on to the area offices for action when resource, become available. A Parishioner said there were still areas in the
village not covered by the bins and he felt it would be a good idea to purchase two more bins. It was agreed this would be
put on the agenda for the next Council meeting. It was mentioned that there had been some comment on village furniture
and the bright colour of the bins but it was suggested that the colour would tone down in time and the only alternative was
yellow.
The meeting closed at 8.40pm
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All Saints Church

Priest in Charge
Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029 (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other
occasional services)
Assistant Priest
Curate
Revd Wendy Griffith Tel 01458 224087
Revd Bruce Faulkner Tel 01458 270902
Church Wardens
David Beswick. Tel 01935 840795
Norma Black Tel 01935 840727
Parochial Church Council
Secretary Sir Donald Limon Tel 01935 840450
Treasurer Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692
Tower Captain
Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344

Church Services for January
Sunday 2nd
Sunday 9th
Sunday 16th
Sunday 23rd
Sunday 30th

11am
11am
11am
9.30am
11am

Family Service
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Matins

6pm

Evensong

Church Rotas for January

Brass: J ackie Ellis & Shir ley Singleton

Kingsdon C of E Primary School
Kingsdon, Somerset, TA11 7JX
Tel: 01935 840406 Fax: 01935 841765
Email: office@kingsdon.somerset.sch.uk
Headteacher: Mrs Christine Dawson
Secretary: Mrs Carolyn Brannan
Chair of Compton Dundon and Kingsdon
Church of England Primary School Federation
Alan Carnall. Tel: 01935 840692
PTFA
Chair - Karen Banks
Vice Chair - Kim Chevis
Treasurer - Jayne Bartin
Secretary - Penny Simpson

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club

The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall
on Tuesday evenings (apart from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between 7.30pm and
9.30pm. If you are interested then please contact
Shirley or Martin Singleton on 841162 or just
come along.

Kingsdon Seniors Club

Flowers: Babs Conway & Sally Clapperton

Kingsdon Village Hall
For all information (except bookings) contact: - Martin Singleton, Mountsandel Lodge, Mow Barton Rd. Kingsdon. TA11
7LG Tel. 01935 841162
For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon,
TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk

Bookings for January 2011
Thai Chi
Mondays 10.30am - 12noon (Term time)
Kingsdon School Mondays 1.45pm - 3.15pm (Term time)
Short Mat Bowls Mon. 7pm - 9pm, Tues. 10am - 12noon
Table Tennis Club
Tuesdays at 7.30pm (Not 11th)
Yeovil District Canine Soc.
Wednesdays at 8pm
Art Club
Thur sdays 10am - 12noon (Term Time)
Scottish Dancing Thur sday 2nd 7.45pm - 9.45pm (Not 13th)
Kingsdon Ladies Club
Tuesday 11th at 7.30pm
Kingsdon Seniors Club
Wednesday 12th at 3pm
Kingsdon Parish Council
Thur sday 13th at 7pm
Practical Study Group
Wednesday 19th 10am - 3pm

Kingsdon Ladies Club

The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in
The Seniors Club meet on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 3pm in the Village Hall. the Village Hall. New members and visitors are always welcome.
For information contact Club President Lynne Davies, Holly House,
New members are always welcome.
For information contact Club Secretary Mari- Frog Lane, Kingsdon. TA11 7LL Tel 01935 840660 or
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon.
lyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon.
TA11 7LB Tel 01935 840344
Tel 01935 841444

Kingsdon Cricket Club

Kingsdon Cricket Club’s home ground is on Kingsdon Manor Field. New Players and Vice-Presidents are always
welcome, for more information contact any of the committee members:
President: Wally Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somer ton, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Chairman: Ian Bir r ell, Water smeet, Huish Episcopi, Langpor t TA10 9HE Tel 01458 250246
Captain: J ames Schofield
Secretary: Kathy J amison ‘The Swallows’ 43 Kingsdon
Tel 01935 841049
The Kingsdon Chronicle - Editor: Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444, Mobile 07899 734049,
email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com
http:www.ukvillages.co.uk/UserNews/39269/The+Kingsdon+Chronicle

