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Kingsdon to host World Premiere of a new Christmas Carol
Royal Naval History over Kingsdon see page 6

see page 3

Kingsdon Primary School – Current Position
It has been brought to my attention that there are several rumours circulating the village with regard to the village
school. I would like to put an end to these rumours by explaining to you exactly where we are today.
On the 20th October 2010 the Local Authority (LA) adopted a policy on Sustaining Schools in Somerset. Basically
this policy states that if a school falls into one of four main criteria, then the LA would have the right to carry out a
review of this school. These criteria are as follows;


If a school is causing concern (for example if they come under special measures);



If the pupil numbers fall below a certain level (30 for Primary Schools);



If the cost per pupil is more than 2X the Somerset average;



If the school is found to be misappropriating its budget;

Kingsdon falls into both the second and third of these categories. We only have 11 pupils on roll, and our cost per
pupil is more than 5X the Somerset average.
Following much debate, soul searching and anguish, during the last Governors meeting on 11th November 2010 a
motion was put forward as to whether or not we should ask the LA to enter the school into a Consultation for Closure,
and this motion was carried by a majority. The following day I wrote to the LA informing them of our decision, and
they will now decide whether or not to begin this consultation. We should have their decision before the end of November 2010, but there is no doubt that they will proceed with a Consultation.
You might think it strange that the Governors should request a Consultation for Closure for the school, and I will try
to explain the reasons why below;
As Governors we have many responsibilities, to the Staff, the parents, the school and the wider community. However,
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our overriding responsibility is to the children, and all the advice from the many people within education (Heads,
teachers, school inspectors etc.,) to whom we have spoken is that with 11 pupils, whose ages range from 4-11, we
cannot possibly offer them the education that they should be getting.
From April 2011 our budget reduces drastically and staff cuts will have to be made. The school will move to a one
class system, and we will be left with the equivalent of 1½ teachers who will have to teach and fulfil the Head Teachers role. This is not sustainable, even if we could find someone willing to do it.
If we didn’t ask for a Consultation the LA were going to enforce one anyway. At least we are maintaining a modicum
of control and dignity, even if the end result will be the same.
The threshold on pupil numbers is 30. We only have 11, and although we could potentially have 5 or 6 joining in September 2011, with no one leaving (we have no year 6) this still only gives us 15 or 16 for next year. Also, there are
only 15 children in the village eligible to attend the school, and no real reason to believe that this might change drastically in the near future.
So, there we have it. I realise that it is unpalatable but it is where we find ourselves, through no fault of anyone. We
are not looking to launch any campaign, no letters, no petition, no canvassing. The school is not falling victim to a
cost cutting exercise, it is not a politically motivated closure, and it still has extremely high academic standards. There
is no disgrace in what is happening, we are just a victim of the times, a consequence of a falling birth rate and a high
cost village location. It is also worth bearing in mind that we are not alone in this. Our Federated partner, Compton
Dundon, are in the same situation, as are another 6 Primary Schools, 1 Middle School and 2 Secondary Schools.
We went through a consultation procedure a couple of years ago and the village united behind the school and we
fought for and won a reprieve. I would still like to see the village unite behind the school, to support any school
events, and to help us make what could be the last year of school in Kingsdon as happy and memorable as it possibly
can be.
I will of course continue to keep the village community updated on the situation, through the Parish Council and
through the Chronicle, and if you have any specific questions relating to the school please drop me a line at 50
Kingsdon, or email me on alan.carnall@btinternet.com and I will endeavour to answer you personally.
Alan Carnall Chair of Governors – Compton Dundon/Kingsdon Federation

Following the news from Alan Carnall, I would just like to inform you of some activities we have planned, between
now and Christmas :
We will still be holding our Christmas Fayre on Saturday 4th December in the village hall from 12noon until 2pm.
This time, instead of putting the profits into the PTFA account, we thought we would split it 50/50 between All Saints
Church, Kingsdon, and a charity still to be chosen by the children. There will be some professional stall holders such
as Phoenix Cards, Osborne Books, children’s crafts and Kingsdon Pottery there, as well as the usual delicious bacon
butties. The cake stall will be run by the ladies from the Church, for which, any donations of cakes, savouries etc.
will be gratefully received on the day.
On 8th December the whole school is going on a trip to Yeovilton airbase, to learn what it was like to be an evacuee in
the war. This is as a finale to the Juniors’ Autumn term topic of World War II.
The Nativity play will be held on Friday 10th December at 6.30pm in the village hall, followed by some mulled wine
and other delicacies for all attending. Don’t miss this wonderful evening.
On Wednesday 15th December we are all going to the Octagon Theatre in Yeovil to see the pantomime ‘Peter Pan’.
Friday 17th December will see us all at the Church at 2.30pm for our end of term service, to which, you are all invited.
The children are making some super puppets to go into our Nativity scene in the front reception of the school – do
pop in to see them towards the end of term.
As well as all of the above, the children will be having a Christmas party, decorating some pottery with Pot Doodles,
and having a Christmas lunch.
All in all, a very busy and fun time is scheduled for the next few weeks, and we look forward to sharing some of them
with you. Thank you for your continued support and help in making our village school such a stimulating environment for the children. Penny Simpson (PTFA Secretary)

Kingsdon C of E Primary School - Stop Press
nd

“On Monday 22 November 2010 the Local Authority confirmed that they had decided to begin a
Consultation for Closure on Kingsdon Primary School. The initial stage of this Consultation will begin
on 29th November 2010 and run until 28th January 2011. There will be a public meeting in Kingsdon
at 7.00pm on 6th December 2010 (either in the Village Hall if available or in the school if not) at
which the Local Authority will outline the process, explain the reasoning behind the decision, and answer any questions that you might have. Please come along if you can and show your support for the
school.”
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Christmas at All Saints Church

World premiere of a new Christmas Carol
The Christmas season begins with a "Stir-up" Family Service on Sunday, 5th December
at 11 a.m. Come all you young of heart and join us in helping Norma to make the mixture
stronger.
This year's Service of Seven Lessons, Carols and Hymns, to be held at 6 p.m. on Sunday
19th December, will see our magnificent new lighting system working at its best for the first
time at a major Church Festival. Of even more significance perhaps will be the inclusion
in the Service of a new Carol, composed by a promising young composer, whose family now
lives in Kingsdon. He is fifteen-year-old George Owen, presently a pupil at The Cathedral
School in Wells. The title of the piece is "Long, long ago". It will be a "World Premiere".
The Kingsdon Annual Scratch Choir*, conducted by Tony Steele-Perkins, will be performing
the work - and several other carols - with Beryl Turner at the Organ. There will, as always, be
plenty for the congregation and the children to sing, including a Somerset Wassail Carol at the
end. This ever popular service will in the hands of Revd. Wendy Griffith. All will be very welcome.
On Christmas Eve (Friday, 24th December), there will be the usual two Services. In the afternoon at 2.30 p.m., for the children, there will be a Crib Service round the Tree. And in
the evening at 9.30 p.m. there will be Kingsdon's own traditional "Not the Midnight Mass"
Celebration, with plenty of Christmas music to sing.
On Christmas Day itself, there will be a Family Service, concluding with Holy Communion.
This will begin at 11 a.m.
There will be no Services on Sunday 26th December (Boxing Day).
Finally, at Candlemas there will a Christingle Service, with the usual presentation of decorated
Oranges for children of all ages. This will be on Sunday, 6th February at 11 a.m.
Our clergy (led by our Priest-in-Charge Alan Symonds), the Churchwardens and the
members of the Parochial Church Council join in wishing all parishioners

***

A Happy Christmas and a Peaceful New Year.

***

(*Any singer who might like to join the Choir for this and any subsequent occasions is asked
to contact Tony Steele-Perkins (01935 840184 or Donald Limon (01935 840450). Practices will
be on 5 Dec (12.05 pm), 12 Dec (3.00pm) and 19 Dec (5.15pm) in the Church.)
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Joyce Limon & Norma Black
Appeal on behalf of

The Lord’s Larder
Kingsdon will once again be sending non perishable foods
for Christmas. Please help us to help those in great need who live in
Yeovil & District. We will collect or you can deliver
to Joyce Limon at West Barn (840450) or Norma at Park Villa (840727)
by Monday 13th December at the very latest.
Dry goods and in-date cans please
(but not baked beans)
Thank You

Kingsdon Ladies Club
We had a bumper turnout for the meeting on 9th November of 30 members and visitors to see the very popular Bloomin Linda and her floral arrangements. She didn’t disappoint us, and all six superb arrangements
were raffled. Lynne Davies gave the vote of thanks Birthday girls were Jenny Gamblin and Margaret
Close, The Christmas meal in December is at the Quarry, Keinton Mandeville. Members wanting to go are
to let Ann Leahy know by 23rd November.
The Christmas floral evening at the Octagon is on 4th December. Edna Gordon will arrange this.
The flutter was won by Freda Curtis. Refreshments provided by Angie Saunders and Julie South.
The meeting closed at 9.30pm
The next meeting at the village hall will be on Tuesday January 11th at 7.30pm, when David Andrews will
be entertaining us with his music.

Kingsdon Seniors Club

Donald welcomed 30 members to the November meeting of the Seniors Club. Our guest speaker was Rev.
Bruce Faulkner, not as our curate, but as a qualified watchmaker. His talk was entitled “What’s time?” He
took us through the science of time, philosophy/time, a brief history of time and the measurement of time.
The latter included the development of clocks, watches and the equipment developed for mariners to know
exactly where they were at any time.
Tea was provided by Joyce Limon and Edna Gordon.
There will not be a December meeting; instead the club will have Christmas lunch at the Kingsdon Inn on
Wednesday 15th at 12.30pm.

Many people are receiving the following Postal Scam warning which is a

HOAX

Can you circulate this around especially as Xmas is fast approaching - it has been confirmed by Royal
Mail. The Trading Standards Office are making people aware of the following scam:
A card is posted through your door from a company called PDS (Parcel Delivery Service) suggesting that
they were unable to deliver a parcel and that you need to contact them on 0906 6611911 (a Premium rate
number).
DO NOT call this number, as this is a mail scam originating from Belize.
If you call the number and you start to hear a recorded message you will already have been billed £315
for the phone call. If you do receive a card with these details, then please contact Royal Mail Fraud on
020 7239 6655
For more information on this HOAX, see the Crime Stoppers website:
http://www.crimestoppers-uk.org/crime-prevention/helping-prevent-crime/scams/postal-delivery-scam

If you receive this message, please ignore and delete

(Wally)
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KINGSDON READING ROOM
By Peter Crowter
The function room at Kingsdon was not called the village hall
Its title was the Reading Room and it was used by all
For dances, clubs and whist drives and the youth club used it too
Occasionally a concert or perhaps a wedding do.
Providing music for our dances, we relied upon
Cyril from the village shop with his accordion
We also had a teacher, Mrs Pocket was her name
She was no spring chicken but she certainly was game
She taught us how to waltz, and quickstep and the fox-trot too
Without a dime, she gave her time to teach us all she knew
And we were not her only pupils so I have heard tell
They say she taught a lot of other villages as well
Whist drives were always sure to be a popular event
The geriatric ladies always played with grim intent
And woe betide the youngster if he trumped his partners trick
T’was quite a possibility she’d give his shins a kick
Christmas whist drives were the times when things got really tough
With lots of prizes to be won the going got quite rough
Some women toured the villages and they were out to win
The top prize was a turkey and the second, maybe gin.
These predatory females were so keen to win a prize
They’d go to any lengths and any means they could devise.
The man who had to check the scores was always on his guard
He knew darn well on him it fell to scrutinise their card
In winter time the Youth Club used to gather in the hall
To play a game of billiards or to bash a ping-pong ball
The billiard table made of slate, it weighed a flipping ton
To set it up and level it was really not much fun
With cards beneath it’s ancient legs we tried to make it true
Roll a ball. Did that go straight? Oh, that will have to do.
No that’s no good, your corner there is definitely low
That’s near enough, if we don’t start it will be time to go.
Our modest little Reading Room provided hours of fun
A variety of uses entertaining everyone
Then came the call, ‘It’s far to small and past it’s sell-by date’
They built a brand new village hall, redundancy its fate

Peter Pan and Wendy
(The Final Episode)

Steve Attwell and Tina Wratton were married
on October 9th at St. Andrew’s Church, Preston,
Weymouth by Rev. Daile Wilshire.
The Bride was given away by her elder son,
Sean, and her Bridesmaid was her granddaughter. ‘Best man’ was Tanya Cheyney.
Steve and Tina thank all those who travelled to
Weymouth to witness the ceremony and all who
helped to make the evening so happy an occasion.

Happy Birthday
The Kingsdon Chronicle send happy birthday
wishes to Margaret Bowcock for her birthday on
1st December.

Belated Thank You
I would like to thank everyone who sent me
cards, flowers and presents for my 90th Birthday in October. It was very thoughtful and I do
appreciate it. Joan Martin
Joan Martin

BACON BUTTIE MORNING.
Thank you to everyone who contributed to our bacon buttie morning on Saturday 13th November. We had a very successful, productive and sociable morning and managed to make approx £428.62.
Freda, Norma and helpers on the bring and buy stall worked extremely hard on their table charged with thegoodies and
presents, as did Martin and Shirley who operated the raffle for us. Thanks go to everyone for their help and support
especially Babs, Sally and Jill who turned out the bacon butties at a continuous flow.
Apologies to anyone who turned up and missed out on the butties, next year we will make sure there will be more than
enough. Many thanks once again and we look forward to seeing you next year.

Screen Bites
Kingsdon Village Hall was full with over 70 people on 5th November for this second annual Screen Bites, Dorset’s
very own Food Film Festival. The evening started with a tasting of various foods and drinks provided by Pitney Farm
Shop, Barford Farmhouse Icecream, Blackmore Vale Dairy, Clipper teas, Dorset Cereals, Easy Bean Fudges, Hall &
Woodhouse, Honeybuns, National Trust, Riverford Organics and the main sponsors of Screen Bites, Olives Et Al.
The main film for the evening was, ‘Heartburn’ staring Jack Nichols and Meryl Streep. The raffle prize donated by the
National Trust of a 3 course Christmas lunch for two at Strode House Restaurant, Barrington Court was won by Marilyn Elliott.
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STRINGBAG OVER SOMERSET
By Lee Howard
Since the end of September, Kingsdon Chronicle readers may have had cause to look skywards and see a rather large
biplane sedately orbiting over the village. This, a genuine wartime veteran which saw service during the Battle of the
Atlantic, is Fairey Swordfish Mk.II LS326 of the RNAS Yeovilton-based Royal Navy Historic Flight which has completed a lengthy seven year rebuild and refurbishment programme.

History
Sometimes referred to by the unofficial nickname "Blackfish", LS326 was built by Blackburn Aircraft Ltd. in 1943 at
Sherburn-in-Elmet - the shadow factory of Brough. As with all Swordfish originating from here, several engineering
companies in and around the Leeds area of Yorkshire more used to producing steam locomotives and cars were subcontracted by Blackburn to build the various major components which were then assembled at Sherburn.
As a Mk.II aircraft LS326 mainly differs from the Mk.I in having partially metal-clad lower mainplane undersurfaces, allowing her to carry and launch rockets against surfaced German U-Boats. Joining 'L' Flight of 836 Naval
Air Squadron (the largest ever Fleet Air Arm Squadron) on board the MAC ship MV Rapana on North Atlantic Convoy duties, details of LS326's wartime service is sketchy although she is known to have later transferred to 'K' Flt in
MV Empire McCallum. Following her active service career she was used for training and communications duties by
the Royal Naval Air Stations Culham, near Oxford, and Worthy Down near Winchester, Hampshire.
In May 1947 LS326 was bought by the Fairey Aviation Company, who based the aircraft at Heston, Middlesex, and
continued to display her in her military colours at several of the annual Royal Aeronautical Society Garden Party
events. By 1954 she had been withdrawn from use and had found her way into storage at Fairey's White Waltham
airfield in Berkshire, becoming increasingly dilapidated. Following a full rebuild, which was completed in October
1955, LS326 was painted in the Fairey "house" colours of blue and silver with the civilian registration G-AJVH now
applied. Thereafter she was kept in flying condition at White Waltham, where she joined similarly-marked prototype
Fairey Fulmar G-AIBE as part of the company's historic "communications" fleet (this aircraft is now on display at the
Fleet Air Arm Museum at Yeovilton).
In May 1959 'VH's civilian registration was cancelled and her original military identity reinstated for a starring role in
the film "Sink the Bismarck!", repainted to represent Mk.I "5A" of 825 NAS. In September 1960 Westland Aircraft
Ltd., who had taken over the aviation interests of Fairey Aviation, took the decision to present LS326 to the Royal
Navy and she was duly delivered to RNAS Yeovilton on 11 October that year. Two years later, on 13 November
1962, LS326 made her last flight from an aircraft carrier deck when she was flown off HMS Hermes in the English
Channel by the late Lt Cdr Peter "Lofty" Wreford, having earlier been winched aboard for the annual Taranto Night
celebrations.
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In 1987 LS326 was delivered to Personal Plane Services at Booker for replacement of the fabric. The opportunity
was taken to reinstate her original wartime colour scheme for North Atlantic convoys with 'L' Flight of 836 NAS,
whilst embarked in the Merchant Aircraft Carrier MV Rapana. She was later adopted by the City of Liverpool in
recognition of the city's maritime connections with the Battle of the Atlantic, and currently wears the name and Liver
Bird markings on her port side.
The Rebuild
During the 1999/2000 winter maintenance, routine X-raying of the mainplanes had revealed areas of possible corrision deep within the spar assemblies. Devastating setback though that was, with hindsight it probably wasn't surprising considering that, having been originally
built with what was a relatively short life expectancy,
this grand old lady had by now reached her fiftyeighth year of almost continuous operation.
Following the discovery of the corrosion the wings
were removed and dispatched to British Aerospace
(later BAe Systems) at Brough. For the first time in
over 60 years a complete set of brand new Swordfish
mainspars were manufactured, using purpose-built
new jigs. Understandably for a company more focussed these days on producing Hawk trainers than 60
year-old biplanes, the work was often superseded in
priority by other orders, but it is testament to BAe
System's continued and much-valued support for the
Flight that the work was completed to a very high
standard.

LS326's upper mainplanes show off their newly-applied
Temperate Sea Scheme camouflage. [© Lee Howard]

Swordfish LS326 in the RNHF hangar during December 2005.

Mean-

It was all hands on deck on 4 May 2006 when the fullyrefurbished port upper mainplane for Swordfish LS326
arrived at Yeovilton from BAES Brough - even the
pilots and Flight Commander got their hands dirty!
[© Lee Howard]

while, back at Yeovilton the enforced grounding of
the aircraft provided an opportunity to address other
areas which required attention such as the replacement
of the original wiring looms with more modern materials. (continued on page 8)

Latest news from the Historic Flight

LS326 in the hangar during early September 2006 with upper
centre mainplane temporarily fitted.

All three RNHF display aircraft are now being
‘tweaked’ through the winter and will remain behind
closed doors until next spring when we aim to start
the display season with Swordfish LS 326 and Sea
Hawk WV908. Sea Fury VR930 is planned to join us
during the display season once her Centaurus engine
has returned from the USA and been refitted to her.
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Training
The physical regeneration of
LS326 has, however, been
only one element of bringing
the aircraft back onto the display circuit. With a gap of
over four years since a
Swordfish last flew (RNHF’s
other aircraft, W5856 on September 20th 2003), sourcing
suitably qualified aircrew to
fly the aircraft was another
challenge to face. Two new
pilots have been nominated
for the rigourous programme
to bring them into the fold:
Kingsdon resident Lieutenant
Commander Glenn Allison formerly Lieutenant Commander (Flying) aboard HMS
Ark Royal (where, incidentally, word has it he had his cabin walls adorned with enlarged photographs of LS326's cockpit to aid familiarisation, effectively turning it into a giant
Swordfish simulator!) and currently the Commanding Officer of 727 NAS at Yeovilton, and Lieutenant Simon Wilson - a current Lynx helicopter pilot at Yeovilton. Together with Mike Abbey - newly appointed as RNHF Commanding Officer, and actually the last pilot to fly W5856 - all three have been steadily building up their tailwheel hours on
the Flight's stalwart Chipmunk together with a number of privately owned
aircraft – doubtless you will have also seen them orbiting the village at
some point.
With all of the work done and paperwork
completed, on July 1st - just days before the
annual RNAS Yeovilton International Air Day
- another Kingsdon resident, Dave Mackay,
took LS326 on her first test flight, returning to
much jubilation and popping of champagne
corks.
Sadly, the celebrations were to be short-lived.
The morning of Air Day dawned grey and
blustery, and by the time LS326 was due to fly
the wind was out of limits. Even the proposed
taxy-past had to be cut short when it was
found that the aircraft could
It’s thirsty work flying the not be kept straight on the
Lt Cdr Dave MacKay RNR
Swordfish. Lieutenant
runway in the blustery condiCommander Glenn Allison
tions. Things looked slightly better the following day
gets a cup of ? from another
and, despite heavy rain and even a thunder storm brewing
Kingsdon resident, Katie
Campbell the Royal Navy to the North, Dave took LS326 to RAF Shawbury for the
Veterans' Day display. No one was to know that it would
Historic Flight’s Display
be the one and only display the aircraft did in 2008 and
Manager.
indeed for the next two years. Just days later, whilst being test flown by Mike Abbey, the Pegasus engine began
to lose power, forcing Mike to carry out an emergency landing on the runway.
Being currently the world’s only airworthy Pegasus engine, and with the problem only manifesting itself some 20
minutes into any ground run or flight, diagnosis of the fault proved to be difficult and protracted; several major component changes were carried out before it was found that engine oil was being ingested into the mouth of the carburettor, causing the engine to run rough. Further investigation revealed that the overhauled cylinders had become damaged by the piston rings. The production of replacements proved to be a challenge in itself as, with only two companies in the World producing the required steel - one in India and one in Poland - lead times on the relatively small
quantities necessary to produce a couple of sets of Pegasus piston rings were understandably quite high and progress
slow. Having smelted the ore the metal was cast into cylindrical billets and transported from Poland to the UK, where
they were machined into individual piston rings using engineering drawings which had thankfully survived in the archives. With new piston rings produced, a spare set of replacement cylinders were sourced and again re-honed.
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Valves were re-seated and the completely overhauled engine
ran again on September 22nd - this time faultlessly. At 1139
on September 30th she flew once more in the hands of Mike
Abbey for a faultless fifteen minute engine shake-down flight
in the Yeovilton circuit and was followed on October 4th by
the full Maintenance Test Flight.
August 17th 2010 saw LS326 celebrating her 67th birthday.
As the spiritual figurehead of the RNHF, this, the longest
serving warbird in military hands and currently the only airworthy Swordfish, continues to be a living memorial - not
only to those brave individuals who flew the type operationally, but to all who have served in the Royal Naval Air Service
and Fleet Air Arm since 1909.
It was during the proving flights that Lt. Cdr Glenn Allison
became our latest Swordfish pilot and he is shown here on
completion of his first solo sortie on the 7 October with the
out-going Swordfish pilot in the back. The picture adjacent to
Glenn’s return is of Rear Admiral Philip "Percy" Gick in the
cockpit of LS326. ‘Percy’ Gick was a renowned Swordfish
pilot and received the DSC for his part in the sinking of the
Lt Cdr Mike Abbey, Chief Air Crewman Andy Vanes
Bismarck. He died in 2002.. RNHF photographer Lee Howand Lt Cdr Glenn Allison. [©Lee Howard]
ard took the picture of Glenn and only realised how eerily
similar it was to the picture taken nearly 50 years ago when
looking
through archives
For more
details about
the Royal
Navy Historic Flight,
please see
their website
at:

(L—R) Neil 'Fraz' Fraser - Avionics Fitter, Don Robertson - Senior Supervisor (Mechanical), Howard Read (Chief Eng),
Lt Cdr Mike Abbey MBE RN - RNHF Commanding Officer, Katie Campbell - Display Manager, Lt Cdr Glenn Allison, RN,
Les Cornford - Aircraft Fitter,
Mick Jennings - Aircraft Fitter, Lt Simon Wilson RN.

www.royalnavyhistoricflight.org.uk

[©Lee Howard]
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Project Linus

A big thank you to all of you who have been busy knitting, quilting and crocheting squares for Project Linus. Jill, Babs
and I were overwhelmed by the amount of work brought and sent to the Village Hall last Saturday. It was great to sit
down with you all and work away whilst having a gossip over a cup of coffee.
I have been asked several times what the link is between Project Linus and the Kingsdon Jubilee Celebrations in 2012.
Well, no direct link as such, but we thought it would be good to use the Jubilee Celebrations as our deadline to see how
many blankets and quilts could be made. This hopefully will bring awareness to the preparations for the Jubilee, and if
all goes to plan we will be able to have a space in the marquee in the village field to show some of our work. We are
very grateful to Wally, who is organising the Jubilee event, in giving us his support.
The idea of helping a charity came through a few of us reminiscing about past village events, Christmas Parties, Silly
Sports Days, Street Parties and my personal favourite, Guy Fawkes Night in the village field. Sadly, with the pace of
life today, and the organisation needed to stage these, such events in Kingsdon are not so numerous. So Babs, Jill and I
were looking for ways where we could have more contact with people in the village and at the same time do something
worthwhile. It was Jill (Waters) who told us about Project Linus.
Although Project Linus was started in the USA in 1995, in March 2000 a UK branch was set up to help children in this
country.
“Project Linus provides a sense of security and comfort to sick and traumatised babies, children and teenagers through
the provision of new homemade patchwork quilts and blankets. To help provide tangible evidence that someone cares,
along with physical reassurance that comes with being snuggled up in a quilt or blanket to lift the spirit from the bright
colours and cheerful patterns”
If you would like to join us, and we would welcome you even if you think your knitting or quilting is not of a high
standard, be reassured that quite a few of us spend a lot of time unpicking our work! Please come along to our next
meeting. Saturday 22nd January 10.30 a.m at Gardeners Cottage. For mor e infor mation please r ing Babs or myself: 841811 or 840132. So see you in the New Year, in the meantime….keep knitting… Linda

The Kingsdon Chronicle long range weather forecast for this winter - Brrrrr
Departure of surface temperature from average for the first half of November for the Arctic meant record low sea ice
extent during this period, and has led to three "hot spots" with temperatures up to 12°C (22°F) above average where the
sea ice loss was greatest. This unusual warmth is likely to have significant impacts on weather patterns across much of
the Northern Hemisphere during the coming months.
The climate is changing: the Arctic Dipole emerged last December. During 1979 - 2006, years that had unusually low
summertime Arctic sea ice there was a 10 - 20% reduction in the temperature difference between the Equator and
North Pole. This resulted in a weaker jet stream with slower winds that lasted a full six months, through autumn and
winter. The weaker jet caused a weaker Aleutian Low and Icelandic Low during the winter, resulting in a more negative North Atlantic Oscillation (NAO). This pattern typically brings exceptionally cold and snowy winters to eastern
North America and Europe.
The winter of 2009 - 2010 saw the most negative NAO since record keeping began in 1950, which resulted in an upside-down winter in North America--unprecedented snowstorms and the coldest winter in 25 years in the U.S., and the
warmest winter on record in Canada. The unusual negative NAO conditions may have been due, in part, to the unusually high Arctic sea ice loss the previous summer (3rd greatest on record.)
The latest Global Forecast System predicts that the North Atlantic Oscillation will go strongly negative for the remainder of November, resulting in a major cold blast for the Eastern U.S. and Western Europe. Wally

Christmas Greetings in the Chronicle

As in previous years the Kingsdon Chronicle offers its readers the opportunity to have Christmas Greetings posted in the Chronicle to save on sending out cards locally. Many who use this
service send the money saved to their favourite charity.
All greetings will appear in the Christmas issue of the Chronicle which will be published on
23rd December. If you wish to use this service please notify the Chronicle a.s.a.p. and include
the message you would like to be used or let us know if you would like us to do the wording for
you. (W ally)
Tel 01935 841444 Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com
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Praise The Lord...

Thomas the Tank Engine
A mother was working in the kitchen, listening to
her five-year-old son playing with his new electric
train set in the living room.
She heard the train stop and her son saying, 'All of
You b*****ds who want off, get off now, 'cos
we're in a hurry! And all of you b*****ds who are
getting on, get on now, 'cos we're going down the
tracks'.
The horrified mother went in and told her son, 'We
don't use that kind of language in this house. Now I
want you to go to your room and stay there for
TWO HOURS.
When you come out, you may play with your train,
but I want you to use nice language.'
Two hours later, the son came out of the bedroom
and resumed playing with his train. Soon the train
stopped and the mother heard her son say,
'All passengers who are disembarking the train
please remember to take all of your belongings
with you.
We thank you for travelling with us today and hope
your trip was a pleasant one.'
She hears the little boy continue,
'For those of you just boarding, we ask you to stow
all of your hand luggage under your seat. Remember, there is no smoking on the train.
We hope you will have a pleasant and relaxing
The Rancher's Wife
journey with us today.'
A successful rancher died and left everything to his devoted
wife. She was a very good looking woman and determined to
As the mother began to smile, the child addkeep the ranch, but knew very little about ranching so she decid- ed..........
ed to place an ad in the newspaper for a ranch hand. Two cow'For those of you who are p****d off about the
boys applied for the job. One was gay and the other a drunk.
TWO HOUR delay, please see the fat controller in
She thought long and hard about it, and when no one else applied, she decided to hire the gay guy, figuring it would be safer the kitchen.
to have him around the house than the drunk.
He proved to be a hard worker who put in long hours every day
and knew a lot about ranching. For weeks, the two of them
worked, and the ranch was doing very well. Then one day, the A Huge Headache...
rancher's widow said to the hired hand, "You have done a really A lady walked into a pharmacy and told the phargood job, and the ranch looks great. You should go into town
macist that she needed some cyanide.
and kick up your heels." The hired hand readily agreed and
The pharmacist said, "Why in the world do you
went into town one Saturday night. One o'clock came, however, need cyanide?"
and he didn't return. Two o’clock and still no hired hand. Final- The lady then explained she needed it to poison her
ly he returned a round two‑thirty and upon entering the room, husband.
he found the rancher's widow sitting by the fireplace with a
The pharmacists eyes got big and he said, "Lord,
glass of wine, waiting for him. She quietly called him over to
have mercy -- I can't give you cyanide to kill your
her. "Unbutton my blouse and take it off," she said. Trembling, husband. That's against the law!
he did as she directed. "Now take off my boots." He did as she I'll lose my license, they'll throw both of us in jail
asked, ever so slowly. "Now take off my socks." He removed and all kinds of bad things will happen. Absolutely
each gently and placed them neatly by her boots. "Now take off not, you can NOT have any cyanide!"
my skirt." He slowly unbuttoned it, constantly watching her
The lady reached into her purse and pulled out a
eyes in the fire light. "Now take off my bra." Again, with trem- picture of her husband in bed with the pharmacists
bling hands, he did as he was told and dropped it to the floor.
wife.
Then she looked at him and said, "If you ever wear my clothes
The pharmacist looked at the picture and replied,
into town again, you're fired."
"Well, now. You didn't tell me you had a prescripDuring the service, the pastor asked if anyone in the congregation would like to express praise for prayers which had been
answered.
A lady stood up and came forward. She said, "I have a reason to
thank the Lord. Two months ago, my husband, Jim, had a terrible bicycle wreck and his scrotum was completely crushed. The
pain was excruciating and the doctors didn't know if they could
help him."
You could hear an audible gasp from the men in the congregation as they imagined the pain that poor Jim experienced.
She continued, "Jim was unable to hold me or the children and
every move caused him terrible pain. We prayed as the doctors
performed a delicate operation. They were able to piece together
the crushed remnants of Jim's scrotum and wrap wire around it
to hold it in place." Again, the men in the Congregation
squirmed uncomfortably as they imagined the horrible surgery
performed on Jim.
She continued, "Now, Jim is out of the hospital and the doctors
say, with time, his scrotum should recover completely."
All the men sighed with relief.
The pastor rose and tentatively asked if any one else had anything to say. A man rose and walked slowly to the podium.
He said, "I'm Jim and I would like to tell my wife, the word is
"sternum."

tion.

Celibacy can be a choice in life, or a condition imposed by cir cumstances. While attending a Mar r iage Weekend, Ken and his wife, Janet, listened to the instructor declare, 'It's essential that husbands and wives know the things
that are important to each other' He then addressed the men, ‘can you name and describe your wife's favourite flower?' Ken leaned over, touched Janet's arm gently, and whispered, "Homepride, isn't it?"
And thus began Ken's life of celibacy.
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The Kingsdon Inn

The Kingsdon Inn
Christmas Party Menu
Available Lunch Time & Evenings
4th - 24th December

It is all systems go for the December 3rd reopening of the Kingsdon Inn.
The scaffolding has gone following the completion of the thatching and chimney alterations. A
new coat of paint and she is looking good as
new.
The inside work is finished and the furniture fittings and stock are being put in place ready for
the opening on 3rd December.

New Menus
The Chronicle has had a sneak preview of the
new menus for Evenings, Lunch times and Sunday Lunch, and are really looking forward to
opening night to try out some of the new dishes
that the Chef has chosen for us.
We were the first to order food at the Kingsdon
Inn on the original opening night on11th March
1989 and intend to be the first on 3rd December!

Christmas & New Years Eve
Menus
Please note that these menus need to be prebooked and a non refundable deposit of £5
per head is required for each booking.
Cheques payable to the Kingsdon Inn.
Deposits to be received at least 7 days from
the date of booking.
Between 4th and 24th December the usual
Kingsdon Inn lunch-time and evening menus
will also be available
The Kingsdon Inn
Kingsdon, Nr Somerton,
Somerset. TA11 7LG

Cream of Leek, Potato & Chestnut Soup
Grilled Goats Cheese & Toasted Pine Nut Salad
Smooth Chicken Liver & Herb Pate
Smoked Salmon & Crayfish Salad
Roast Local Turkey with Chipolata Sausages, Bacon
Stuffing and Cranberry Sauce
Loin of Pork with Calvados Cream & Apple
Haddock and Pancetta Fish Cakes with Dill Mayonnaise
Baked Field Mushrooms topped with Ratatouille
& Shaved Parmesan
Grilled Rib Eye Steak & Béarnaise Sauce
Selection of Desserts
Price £19.50

New Year’s Eve Menu
7pm arrival until late

A Glass of Bubbly on Arrival
Celeriac & Stilton Soup (v)
Layers of Crab & Avocado Mousse with a Tomato
& Basil Sauce
Smoked Salmon & Tiger Prawn Salad
A Smooth Duck Liver & Herb Pate
Grilled Goats Cheese with Caramelised Onion Confit (v)
Pan Fried Loin of Venison with a Damson
& Port Wine Sauce
Grilled Sirloin Steak with a Béarnaise Sauce
Tenderloin of Pork with a Citrus & Herb Stuffing
Duo of Salmon & Sole with a Crayfish Sauce
Half Roast Duck with Scrumpy Sauce
Wild Mushroom & Cherry Tomato Baked in
Filo Pastry (v)
Choice of Desserts
Coffee
Price £35

Tel 01935 840543
enquiries@kingsdoninn.co.uk
www.kingsdoninn.co.uk
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Take Art
presents

James Hickman & Dan Cassidy
live
at Kingsdon Village Hall
7.30pm Friday 4th February 2011

James Hickman and Dan Cassidy are a newly formed transatlantic folk and roots duo.
James Hickman provides the vocals and driving rhythm guitar, while Dan Cassidy brings his virtuoso
fiddle playing to their wonderfully unique rendition of new and old folk music.

Brought up in
Shropshire on a
diet of folk and
bluegrass, James is
a professional singer and guitarist and apart from his work with Dan, tours nationally and internationally
with Hickman & Quinn and also folk group, Uiscedwr, winner of the BBC Radio 2 Young Folk Award.
Dan, brother of the late Eva Cassidy, grew up in Maryland USA and is also a professional musician. Based
in Iceland, he works with folk/ rock group Papar and regularly tours UK with The Dan Cassidy Swing
Quartet. James & Dan toured on the Shropshire rural touring scheme last year, where they were met with
sold-out shows and delighted audiences.
Tickets available from:Martin Singleton Tel 01935 841162 & Ann Leahy Tel 01935 840502
Adults - £7
Concession - £6
Children - £6
Families - £20
A Bring your own Drinks event,
Tea & Coffee will be available during the interval
Doors open 7am
Take Art is an arts development organisation serving communities across Somerset. It is committed to
making arts of the highest quality accessible to all sections of the rural population. It plays a leading
role in the development of dance in both urban and rural areas of the county and a similar role for
the development of theatre.

CAPTAIN JIM MASTERS
Retires from The Scientific Exploration Society (SES)

MBE

After over 40 years of tireless activity with the Society former Parachute Engineer, Jim Masters, has decided to retire.
He first knew JBS (Colonel John Blashford-Snell) whilst they were serving together as Royal Engineers in the Cyprus
conflict. John was a brand new Second Lieutenant and as a Staff Sergeant, Jim used to kick his backside! However,
they developed a great respect for each other and became firm friends.
When the legendary Blue Nile Expedition was being planned in 1968, Jim was the
RSM of 3rd Division Engineers at Tidworth and JBS the Adjutant. Jim happily accepted the post of Chief Engineer of the project and "Admiral" of the flotilla of craft that
made the first descent and scientific exploration of the notorious river. He survived a
frightening capsize in the rapids and being held captive by local bandits.
SES was founded in 1969 and although the Society had few funds, Jim became the
Hon Treasurer. Later, when the first base was established at Home Farm in Mildenhall,
Wiltshire, Jim and his wife, Joan, and family moved in as the wardens.
In 1970 Jim was a mainstay of the Society's expedition to the remote Dahlak Islands in
the Red Sea, which led to a study of blindness amongst the local people.
The first vehicle crossing of the complete Darien Gap between Panama and Colombia in 1972 needed considerable engineer support and Jim, assisted by his Army
friends Ernie Durey and Phil Church, formed a team of tough, resourceful Sappers for
the task. He also designed the unique bridging ladders and the Avon inflatable raft that
enabled the Range Rovers to cross the 200 miles of challenging terrain. Afterwards
JBS said, "Without Jim Masters and his engineers, they would never have got
through".
Then, in 1974 came the great Zaire River Expedition, which carried out important medical and scientific research of
what is now called the Congo, with a large team of servicemen and scientists, commemorating the centenary of Sir
Henry Morton Stanley's Trans-African expedition that had made the original exploration of the enormous waterway.
Jim was again the Chief Engineer and designed the 40 feet inflatable craft that navigated most of the 2700 miles from
the source to the sea.
Leaving the Army, Jim took on the administration of the Health Service for Zaire (now Congo) - a massive task that
he did with outstanding success, greatly helped by his wife, Joan.
Jim and JBS kept in touch and when the Prince of Wales launched Operation Drake in 1978, they worked side by side
on the 2-year circumnavigation, involving 400 young people from many nations. Then followed the establishment of
the Operation Drake Fellowship to help disadvantaged young people, which is now the highly successful Fairbridge
Society. As a result, Jim was awarded the MBE.
Jim continued to help SES and in particular Operation Raleigh, but very sadly his dear wife died. Now, living in his
home county of Somerset he joined the SES operations group at Motcombe and was soon involved with the Kota Mama expeditions in South America, playing a leading role in designing the reed boats that were to show how ancient
traditional craft could have navigated from Bolivia to the Atlantic. When the trimaran "Kota Mama 3" capsized in a
giant cataract on a tributary to the Amazon, Jim was hurled into the torrent. Sucked under, he suffered a burst eardrum
but managed to swim to safety with the rest of the crew. Reaching the bank, all he said was "Phew that was a bit
close!"
On return home he and his brother Gerry built boats from local reeds in Somerset and took them on several long river
voyages in Britain to raise funds for charity.
JBS had now become Chairman of the water charity, Just a Drop and Jim soon joined him to co-ordinate the projects
being carried out all over the world. For over 10 years Jim has filled this honorary post, working with people in need
throughout the developing world. At the same time, he has managed the SES archives and stores at Motcombe. As if
this isn't enough for an 82 year old, he is also involved in his local area, raising funds for the Sports Field and working
as a volunteer at Yeovil Hospital.
"Jim Masters is an outstanding example of an inspiring, selfless man who has worked non-stop to help people, both in
distant corners of the globe and at home. We have been privileged to have such a person in our team" said JBS. "And
we shall miss his dawn arrivals at Motcombe!"
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£1,686
1/12/2010

Kingsdon Christmas Photo Quiz - In Aid of the Kingsdon Jubilee Fund
This year the Christmas Quiz is entitled ‘The Doors of Kingsdon’. It is designed to test your powers of
observation, whilst having a leisurely walk around the village, perhaps after your Christmas Dinner and too
much Pudding. All you have to do is identify the buildings that the doors belong to, and enter your answers on the Quiz Sheet . All pictures were taken from the public highway within the village. (Not the main
road or private drives). Entries to be returned to 4 Manor Close by 5th January. All correct entries will be
entered into a draw for the First Prize of Sunday Lunch for 2 at The Kingsdon Inn
For only £1 per quiz sheet just think how many pounds you could walk off !
Remember, I have used a telephoto lens to zoom in!
Example:

this is the door from Verleys Thatch in
Copper Beech Rd. -

Quiz sheets available from Kingsdon Stores and 4 Manor Close from
1st December
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What is spam?
Spam emails are emails sent to you without consent. It is email that you don’t want and didn’t ask for, and its content can cause embarrassment and distress. However, it’s worth remembering that the sender generally doesn’t target
recipients personally. The same spam email can be sent to millions of people at the same time and the addresses can
often be guessed.
What does the law say?
The Privacy and Electronic Communications Regulations 2003 cover the sending of email marketing. This legislation says that organisations must only send marketing emails to individuals if you have agreed to receive them, except where there is a clearly defined customer relationship.
Many spam emails come from outside the UK. The ICO can only investigate complaints about marketing emails
from identifiable UK senders.
As a lot of spam comes from overseas, the Information Commissioner has an agreement with a number of overseas
bodies to cooperate and exchange information to try and stop spam emails that are sent from those places.
What can I do if I’m getting unwanted emails?
If you receive marketing by email from an identifiable UK company that you don’t want, you should first use the
‘unsubscribe’ link or email the organisation to ask them to stop (remembering to keep a copy of any correspondence). Tell the sender about the problem and allow them time to put things right. In many cases things can be resolved quickly without us getting involved.
If you continue to receive unsolicited marketing email despite unsubscribing or asking the sender to stop, we may be
able to help.
What can I do to reduce the amount of spam emails I receive?

Be careful who you give your email address to.

Consider having separate personal and business email addresses.

Choose an email address which is difficult to guess.

Don’t advertise your email address, for example by putting it on the internet.

Check privacy policies and marketing opt-outs carefully. Use them to tell the organisation not to send you
emails.

Avoid responding to spam emails. Replying indicates that your email address is live. You should not reply to
emails unless you know and trust the sender. Many complaints received by the ICO are about well known,
legitimate companies who offer opt-outs. In most cases responding to the opt-outs in these emails should stop
the problem.

Don’t click on the adverts in spam emails. By clicking on spammers’ web pages, it shows your email address
is live and may make yourself a target for more emails. It can also reveal your computer’s IP address.

Use a spam email filter on your computer. These are programs which work with your email package to sift
through new emails, separating spam emails from wanted emails and blocking them. Most packages are successful although sometimes block good email too. Also, they can’t stop the spam emails being downloaded
before being blocked. New spam email filters are being developed all the time; you can search the internet for
one that is suitable for you. Many Internet Service Providers (ISPs) also offer filters which work by examining
content and using blacklists to restrict spam emails. Again, these sometimes block good emails as well as
spam emails and you might have to pay for them. For more information on the services that are available to
you, please check with your ISP.

Keep your systems well maintained. Hackers and spammers can exploit software problems, so most software
companies issue product updates and patches that fix known problems. Updates are generally available
through manufacturers’ websites and are usually free to download and install. You should also consider using
anti-virus software to protect against virus programs that can destroy computer files and are increasingly being
exploited by spammers.

Check privacy policies and marketing opt-outs carefully. If you buy something online or subscribe to a service, check the company’s privacy policy before giving your email address or any other private information.
Consider how the company uses your information and whether they might send it to other people within their
organisation or to other
The Information Commissioner’s Office is the UK’s independent authority set up to uphold information rights in the
public interest, promoting openness by public bodies and data privacy for individuals. The Ministry of Justice is our
sponsoring department within the government.
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Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Our service includes...
 Carpet and upholstery
 Rugs
 Mattresses
 Hard Floors
Domestic and commercial

CONTACT US - mob. 07951 067872
tel. 01935 841137 - freephone 0800 955 4388
www.somertoncarpetcleaners.co.uk
Delimara, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon, Somerton,
Somerset. TA11 7LL

Tel 07711379351
01458 273391

DC Computer Repair
Alan Hayward

Spyware / Virus removal Broadband installation.
Tuition & Advice
No repair, No charge. Free local collection
Available 7 days a week
Telephone: 01458 272924 Mobile: 07887572418
Alan comes highly recommended by many Kingsdon
Computer users of all ages.
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Compost
Buy local - Save your fuel
Free local delivery
40 litre Organic Multi-Purpose (not
suitable for seed) £2.50 each or 3 for only
£6
10 litre Multi-Purpose (suitable for seed)
£1 each
40 litre Multi Purpose (suitable for seed)
£3 each
30 litre Ericaceous £3 each
70 litre ornamental bark £4.50
33 litre Grow Bags £1.25

T R Carpentry and Joinery
Kitchen fitting - Doors & Windows fitting
Flooring of all types - Decking - Skirtings and
Architraves
Shelving - Built in Wardrobes
For all your Carpentry and Joinery needs

Tom Reed
07729 187293

01458 241910

Why struggle with heavy bags, let Paul
take the strain.

Contact Paul Attwell Tel 07906 018082.
Orders also taken by Angela at
Kingsdon Stores
Visit Paul’s new shop ‘Bargain Basement’ in West Street, Somerton, next to
the railway bridge.

Ben Lyons
Tree Surgeon
We distribute quality dried herbs &
spices nationally via our website at:
www.thebestpossibletaste.co.uk.
Call at Innes House to buy at ‘friends
and neighbours’ rates.
Herb/spice boxes: Web price 88p.
Your price 60p
Spice'n'tice curry kits:
Web price £1.99. Your price £1.60
Web price £2.49. Your price £2.00
Other items 20% off web price.

Ben is fully trained and has all the equipment to undertake any job no matter the size.
Ben is a former Kingsdon Manor School care worker and
comes highly recommended by the Kingsdon Chronicle
Tel: 01761 221267

Mobile: 07530188351

Phone 01935 841120 (or call by) to get a
full list of the herbs and spices available from Tim or Elaine Owen,
Innes House, Lower Road, Kingsdon.
(next to the Village Hall)

Page 18

Kingsdon Parish Councillors and their specific topics
Tony Masters: Chair man - Jacaranda, Lotment Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LG Tel 01935 840801
Email: masters@jacaranda99.fsnet.co.uk
Angela Saunders: Vice-Chairman - School Governor - Chatsworth, Top Street, Kingsdon, TA11 7JU
Tel 01935 840130 Email: angiesaunders@btinternet.com
Mel Clode: Dog fouling and r elated items, Litter , Gr affiti, Fly tipping, Fly posting, Damaged bins & Abandoned vehicles and related items - 3 Underwood Rd, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ
Tel 01935 840293
Email: melclode273@btinternet.com
Richard Hollaway: Village Hall & facilities - Kingsdon Court, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LB
Tel 01935 840628 Email: richard.hollaway88@tiscali.co.uk
Dave Morris: Footpaths & Tr ees - Stithians Cottage, North Town, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ. Tel
John Calvert Distr ict Councillor (Nor thstone War d) Peacock Cottage, High St. Queen Camel. BA22 7NQ
Tel 01935 850458 Email: john.calvert@southsomerset.gov.uk
Jimmy Zouche (The Lord Zouche) County Councillor (Somer ton Division) The Abbey, Char lton Adam, Somerton, Somerset. TA11 7BE Tel 01458 223253 Email: jimmyzouche@hotmail.com
David Heath MP Constituency Office - 14 Catherine Hill, Frome, Somerset, BA11 1BZ Tel: 01373 473618
Fax: 01373 455152 Claire Hudson: head of office - email: hudsoncl@parliament.uk
Sally Smith Cler k to Kingsdon Par ish Council, The Old Coach House, Top Str eet, Kingsdon..
TA11 7JU Tel 01935 842094 Mobile 07729 301207 Email sally@tradewindspr.co.uk

South Somerset District Council
Planning Applications Received and Decisions made
Application No: 10/04481/FUL
Proposal: Pr oposed Agr icultur al Building (GR 352153/126398)
Location: Sunnyside Far m, Par k Lane, Kingsdon, Somer ton , TA11 7LJ
Application Status: Pending consider ation.
Application No: 10/04084/FUL
Proposal: The er ection of an extension (GR: 351720/126179)
Location: Kingsdon House, Kingsdon, Somer ton, Somer set. TA11 7LN
Application Status: Pending consider ation
Application No: 10/03884/FUL and 10/03821/LBC
Proposal: Alter ations to r oof to r aise the water table to south east gable (GR: 351858/126138)
Location: Kingsdon Inn, Lower Road, Kingsdon, Somer ton, Somer set. TA11 7LG
Application Status: Application per mitted with conditions
Application No. 10/04649/TCA
Proposal: Notification of intent to r emove a fir tr ee within a conser vation ar ea
Location: 29, Kingsdon, Somer ton, Somer set. TA11 7LF
Application Status: Application per mitted

Minutes of the Kingsdon parish Council Bi-Monthly Meeting
Held on Thursday November 11th 2010 in the Village Hall at 7pm
Present: Mr A Master s (Chair man); Messr s D. Mor r is, R. Hollaway and M. Clode (Par ish Councillor s); Mr J
Calvert (District Councillor); Mrs S Smith (Parish Clerk) plus 8 Parishioners.
Apologies were given on behalf of Mr J Zouche (County Councillor) and Mrs A Saunders who were both attending a
School Governor’s meeting.
Visit from PCSO Fiona Wilson
Kingsdon’s Police Community Support Officer Fiona Wilson attended the meeting and asked if anyone had any issues.
She said there was little to report from the village; there was increasing theft of scrap metal across the region and in
Kingsdon some copper had been removed from an empty house. She said she visited the village on a regular basis. Mr
W Elliott mentioned skimming scams with plastic cards and PCSO Wilson said skimming devices had been discovered
in Yeovil.
MINUTES
The minutes of the previous Parish meeting had been read and were approved and signed.
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MATTERS ARISING
Business grants: The chair man r aised the question of gr ants for small businesses. It was confir med the details and
that any requests from the village would have to be matched by 50% of own funding.
Repair of village walls: The Chair man had had a meeting with Gar y Alleyne of Gr oundwor k r e the potential of
using his team to repair village walls. The Chairman reported that Gary had done similar work before and was available
to start work on Dec 16th. It was confirmed that the team was made up of long term unemployed. Mr D Morris said he had
come into contact with the organisation before and they had done a good job. It was agreed that Gary be asked to undertake repairs on the village field.
The Chairman said they had also had a look at the walls around the village pound but there was no work that needed to be
undertaken as a matter of urgency.
Car parking on verges: Mr R Hollaway said he had been unable to meet with Mr Glover of Par k Far m development re ensuring the verges in front of the development were protected from parked cars. It was agreed that it would be
good if Mr Hollaway could discuss this with Mr Glover.
Archiving: Mr D Mor r is said he had now obtained all the r ecor ds and the pr evious cler k Mr s J enny Gambling no
longer held any paperwork. He said he was slowly going through it. Mrs S Smith said she had received information from
the Somerset Association of Local Councils that archiving facilities especially for council material was now available at
the Somerset Heritage Centre at Norton Fitzpatrick which could be useful for old minutes and other records.
Play area; An official r epor t had been r eceived fr om the Council saying an inspection had taken place and ther e
was a problem because the gate had no stop and could open fully into the field. There was some discussion about previous requests from the Council including a bolt that had to be removed. Mr W Elliott said he would look at other playing
fields to see what was done. Mrs S Smith agreed to write to the Council to ask for more details of why a fully opening
gate was considered a problem.
OTHER BUSINESS
South Somerset Framework Document: Mr T Master s checked that all Councillor s had seen the substantial r epor t
from SSDC. Mr M Clode said there seemed little reference to Kingsdon in it; Mr R Hollaway said there were considerable building plans for Somerton. Cllr J Calvert said this was an opportunity for us to have a say and said one aspect was
that the Council wanted to maintain rural areas as rural. Mrs S Smith said she would write to the Council asking them to
be sure to keep us fully informed of all new information.
Precept: Mr s S Smith said we would need to submit our pr ecept for 2011/2012 immediately after the J anuar y 2011
meeting and read out the balances from the Council’s current three bank accounts. It was agreed that Mrs S Smith would
provide the Councillors with a proposed budget for the coming year so that they could assess the level of precept required.
Cuts at County Hall: Kingsdon Par ish Council had r eceived a letter fr om Ms Sheila Wheeler, Chief Executive of
Somerset County Council in Taunton, outlining requirements for financial cuts and the impact on local services. Cllr J
Calvert said there would be pressure for local councils to undertake more activities at their own costs and therefore need
to consider our future precept carefully. He said the shape of local government will look very different in four years time.
Charity letter: Mr T Master s r ead out a letter fr om Age Concer n asking for a donation. It was agr eed that it was
not in the Council’s remit to donate money to individual charities.
Kingsdon school: Mr P Leahy asked what action had been taken r e potential closur e of the Kingsdon school. It
was explained that until any official information was provided to the Council, no action could be taken.
Yeovilton invitation: Mr s S Smith r ead out details fr om a letter fr om Commander R P Seymour at the Royal Naval Station, Yeovilton, re an invitation to attend an event in December for a general update briefing. Both Mr R Hollaway
and Mr M Clode said they would like to attend and Mrs S Smith said she would notify Yeovilton.
Trees: It had been agr eed in the May meeting of Kingsdon Par ish Council to r evisit the issue of the tr ees to the
north of Park Farm development. Mr D Morris said that the Highways Department has confirmed responsibility for the
trees and they consider no action needs to be taken at the moment. There was some discussion over the possibility of
pruning the trees, and it was pointed out that this issue had been looked at carefully at earlier meetings with professional
reports indicating this was not a good idea, it was agreed that nothing needs to be done unless for reasons of safety.
Cheque signing: Two cheques wer e to be signed, one to Moor e Stephens for £88 13p for auditing ser vices for the
Parish accounts; and one to Mr W Elliott for £750 to cover work during 2010 in mowing and tidying the village field.
The Council authorized both cheques to be signed.
There being no further business, the meeting ended at 8.50pm.
After the meeting, the Councillors convened a closed meeting to discuss a report on the village issued by Yarlington
Housing Association.

A Planning meeting will be held on Thursday 9th December at 7pm in the Village Hall
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Kingsdon Information
All Saints Church

Priest in Charge
Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029 (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other
occasional services)
Assistant Priest
Curate
Revd Wendy Griffith Tel 01458 224087
Revd Bruce Faulkner Tel 01458 270902
Church Wardens
David Beswick. Tel 01935 840795
Norma Black Tel 01935 840727
Parochial Church Council
Secretary Sir Donald Limon Tel 01935 840450
Treasurer Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692
Tower Captain
Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344
Church Services for December
Sunday 5th
11am
Family Service
Church Rotas for December
Sunday 12th 11am
Holy Communion
Brass: Linda Beswick & Sheila Lor d
Sunday 19th 11am
Holy Communion
Flowers: Nor ma Black
6pm
Carol Service
Friday 24th
2.30pm Crib Service
9.30pm Holy Communion
Saturday 25th 11am
Family Holy Communion
Sunday 26th
No Service

Kingsdon C of E Primary School
Kingsdon, Somerset, TA11 7JX
Tel: 01935 840406 Fax: 01935 841765
Email: office@kingsdon.somerset.sch.uk
Headteacher: Mrs Christine Dawson
Secretary: Mrs Carolyn Brannan
Chair of Compton Dundon and
Kingsdon Church of England
Primary School Federation
Alan Carnall. Tel: 01935 840692
PTFA
Chair - Karen Banks
Vice Chair - Kim Chevis
Treasurer - Jayne Bartin
Secretary - Penny Simpson
Secretary - Katie Campbell

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club
The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday
evenings (apart from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between
7.30pm and 9.30pm. If you are interested then please contact
Shirley or Martin Singleton on 841162 or just come along.
Kingsdon Village Hall
For all information contact: - Martin Singleton, Mountsandel
Lodge, Mow Barton Rd. Kingsdon. TA11 7LG Tel. 01935
841162 For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close,
Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Email wallyelliott@hotmail.com
Bookings for December

Thai Chi
Mondays 10.30am - 12noon (Term time)
Kingsdon School
Mondays 1.45pm - 3.15pm (Term time)
Short Mat Bowls
Mondays 7pm - 9pm & Tuesdays 10am - 12noon
Kingsdon Seniors Club
Table Tennis Club
The Seniors Club meet on the 2nd WednesTuesdays at 7.30pm
day of the month at 3pm in the Village Hall. Yeovil District Canine Soc.
For information contact Club Secretary Mari- Wednesdays at 8pm
Art Club
lyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon.
Thursdays 10am - 12noon (Term Time
Tel 01935 841444
Scottish Dancing
email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk
Thursdays 2nd & 9th 7.45pm - 9.45pm
Kingsdon School
Kingsdon Ladies Club
2nd, 3rd 4th till 2pm & Thursday 9th 1.30pm Friday 10th (All day)
The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of Practical Study Group
the month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
Wednesday 15th 10am -3pm

New members and visitors are always welcome. For information contact Club President
Lynne Davies, Holly House, Frog Lane,
Kingsdon Cricket Club
Kingsdon. TA11 7LL Tel 01935 840660 or
Chairman:
Ian
Bir
r ell, Water smeet, Huish Episcopi,
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House,
Langport
TA10
9HE
Tel 01458 250246
Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11 7LB Tel 01935
Secretary:
Kathy
J
amison
‘The Swallows’ 43 Kingsdon
840344
Tel 01935 841049
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