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Kingsdon Primary School in Crisis
By now you should all have seen this headline, either on the leaflet distributed around the village
by Patrick & Anne Leahy, or in the local press. For any of you who may not have seen it I will
give you a brief explanation.
Due to many different reasons the school finds itself in the position of having only 9 pupils when
the new school year starts in September. As is their duty, the Governors held an emergency meeting on 29th June to discuss the situation, and a proposal to start a consultation for closure was issued. Following an emotionally draining meeting, attended by Governors and officers from the
County Council, I decided to postpone any final decision until the planned Governors meeting on
5th July.
At this meeting we heard representation from Jo Nichol, a parent of a child at the school, and from
Patrick Leahy on behalf of the Parish Council. We then had to make a decision, and this was to
reject the motion for closure and to stand and fight for the future of the school. Therefore the
school will indeed be re-opening in September.

Whilst this is excellent news we are by no means out of the woods. Our survival depends on attracting more pupils to the school (at least another 10) and on improving standards and maintaining our previous Ofsted result of ‘Good with some outstanding features’. This has been helped by
the recent letter from Ofsted to the school informing us that due to our previous good result we
will not now be inspected again before September 2011 (we were expecting an inspection next
term). We are now in the hands of County, but thus far they have been extremely helpful and supportive.
A marketing campaign is in full swing, and it will continue over the summer holidays. The
P.T.F.A. has very generously funded some serious advertising in the Western Gazette, and parents
have been printing and dropping leaflets in selected areas. At the time that this report was written
the outcome of our Activity Day at the school on Saturday 17th July is unknown, but I have no
doubt that it will be a huge success.

I would now like to offer a few thanks. The staff at the school, in extremely difficult circumstances, have continued to perform above and beyond the call of duty, and have put their own personal
worries to one side for the good of the children. In short, they have been magnificent!
My fellow Governors have also worked very hard over the last few weeks, and have had to make
some impossible decisions, with more to come no doubt! I would especially like to thank the Rev.
Bruce Faulkner who, although not a Governor of either Kingsdon or Compton Dundon, has
stepped into the breach left by The Rev. Alan Symonds’ sabbatical, and has lent huge support to
the Governors and to the school.

Continued on page 2

Finally I would like to thank you, the villagers. The leaflets explaining the situation were distributed on a Saturday afternoon. By the time that I went to the Governors meeting on the Monday
evening I had received over 50 letters, telephone calls or personal visits, every single one expressing complete support for the school. This was a magnificent response in such a short time, and
messages of support have continued to arrive since.
What else can you do to help? Short of producing us 10 children in the next few weeks I am not
sure. Keep supporting the school functions, put the word about how good the school is, and watch
this space. I am sure that our marketing committee will soon be requiring volunteers for various
tasks and we will let you know what we need.
Let us hope that this time next year I will be writing an article on what a successful year the school
has had, how pupil numbers have risen, and how we are all looking forward to the next school
year.
Alan Carnall – Chair of Governors Compton Dundon/Kingsdon Federation

Pirates and Mermaids was the dr ess code for the childr en and staff of Kingsdon Pr imar y School
when they raised money for Rev Alan Symonds’ walk for Macmillan Cancer Relief as he walked the Macmillan Ways from Boston on the Wash to Barnstaple.
The Macmillan Ways fr om Boston to Abbotsbury or Barnstaple
720km/450 miles total (464km/290
miles main route) are a Signed network of attractive routes linking the
south coast, Bristol channel and
North Sea coast of England, taking
in the Cotswolds, the Quantocks and
the Fens. They follow largely great
tracts of rolling pastoral countryside
with some steep climbs.
The original Macmillan Way was
developed to raise money for the
Macmillan cancer relief charity and
was opened as a fully signed and
way marked route in 1996. A
lengthy extension, the Macmillan
Way West, followed in 2001.

Financing the Kingsdon Chronicle
The first Kingsdon Chronicle was published on 1st October 2007, and it has been delivered free to
every household in Kingsdon, and the surrounding area, every month since. It is also been emailed
around the world.
The Chronicle has become an accepted means of communicating news and events within our neighbourhood.
Since its inception it has been funded by voluntary donation, by some very generous people, apart from a
small amount from advertising. The production cost over the last 12 months has been in excess of £600 or
£50+ per month.
Should anyone wish to make a donation towards the production costs, please send it to Wally Elliott at
4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, cheques payable to the ‘Kingsdon Chronicle’
I do not publish the accounts at the express wish of some donors, but they are available should anyone wish
to see them. Please contact Wally for more details.
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The Kingsdon Inn Press Release - Re-opening date set for popular pub
Fans of a local hostelry are in line for an early Christmas present. For a £250,000 refurbishment project on the fire
damaged Kingsdon Inn is due to be completed in time for a grand re-opening on Thursday December 9th.
Landlord Algy Napier promises the place will be as good as new with not only its iconic thatch roof but also with
many of the regular team on duty to welcome customers old and new.
Disaster struck at the 300-year-old building on a cold and windy day in March when Mr Napier lit the wood fire to
provide a cosy atmosphere for customers.
“Unknown to me, a spark must have come out of the top of the chimney and set fire to the thatch. The first I knew
anything was wrong was when someone came in and said the roof was on fire,” he explained.
Despite the fire brigade arriving within a few minutes, the flames were spread rapidly by the gusting breeze and there
was no chance of the roof being saved.
Now the Inn is being restored to its former glory by Illminster builders, W. Coombes & Sons (Construction) Ltd. Director Colin Berry is confident everything will be completed on time.
“It is a major project because the whole roof will have to be reconstructed, whilst there’s a lot to do inside because of
the smoke damage and the effects of the water used to put the fire out. We’ve got the advantage that the building has
a water proof covering over it, which makes things a bit warm at this time of the year, but will be helpful when the
weather turns cooler and wetter,” he said.
The work will include the creation of three high quality letting bedrooms and it will be topped off by a thatched roof.
“There was actually no requirement to replace the thatch because we have photographs from the 19th century showing the building with a tiled roof. But it was clear that villagers and our regular customers were keen to see the thatch
renewed so the owners agreed to do it, even though it involved them in more expense.”
“The Kingsdon Inn is owned by Gamebird Inns, not a vast consortium run by a faceless board of Directors, but a small group of
local businessmen who are committed to providing top class country pubs which make a big contribution to rural economies. They
also own the Manor at Ditcheat and the Halfway House at Pitney
added Mr Napier.
More information from Ian Bell – Tintinna Ltd, for Gamebird Inns
01275.333.128 – 0787.9898.551
Below and on page 3 are photographs of the progress made on the
refurbishment so far. As regards the new thatch, the following
comments are from S.S.D.C. Conservation Officer Andrew Tucker: to the agents of Gamebird Inns ‘ You propose a box profile ridge. I appreciate that this was on the building before; however a flush ridge is a traditional detail that would be more appropriate in this context. I would encourage you to consider amending this. In addition, the use of Wheat Reed is really not necessary on a completely new roof. Good quality Wheat Reed is a scarce
resource, that needs to be retained for maintenance and re-coating of existing wheat reed roofs, to maintain historic
authenticity and appearance. It would be far better to accept that in this case we are considering a new thatched roof
that could be carried out in an alternative material, saving our stock of Wheat Reed for more sensitive sites. I would
therefore suggest that the application is amended to propose the use of Water Reed rather than Wheat Reed.’

Page 3

The Podymore Inn

Landlords Bill and Ffiona and their staff offer a
warm and friendly welcome to the residents of
Kingsdon who have been left high and dry by the
fire at The Kingsdon Inn.
The ‘Pody’ has a well earned reputation for providing excellent cuisine. You can enjoy fabulous traditional, home cooked food which is prepared to the
highest standards using the freshest local produce.
The Sunday roasts are a particular favourite.
Staff Wanted: The Pody is desper ate for a daily
cleaner. It’s well paid with convenient hours to
please.
For more information phone 01935 840484
Email: thepodymoreinn@hotmail.com

The Halfway House at Pitney

A real country pub situated on the B3513 halfway
between Langport and Somerton. Come and enjoy
the benefits of a traditional English pub, good beer,
good food and light hearted conversation. No music,
no machines with flashing lights, no jukebox, no pool
table and no television. The atmosphere is easy going and all are welcome including dogs and muddy
boots.
CAMRAs Somerset pub of the year 1995, 1997,
2001, 2003 and national pub of the year 1996. We
are also in all the major pub guides and were picked
by the Telegraph newspaper to be country pub of the
year 2002.
Tel: 01458 252513
E-mail: caroline@thehalfwayhouse.co.uk

Happy Birthday
Beth Waller, Kingsdon’s most Senior Citizen, celebrated her 93rd birthday on
Tuesday 13th July.
Beth was delighted at the number of cards
and presents she received; her pride and
joy was the bouquet sent by her son
Peter, who is in Denmark.
A family BBQ was held for Beth on Saturday 17th July
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Kingsdon Village Hall

7.30pm Friday 3rd September 2010
Adults - £9.

Tickets
Concession & Children - £8.

Family - £25.

Tickets available from Martin Singleton. Mountsandel Lodge, Mow Barton Rd.
Kingsdon. TA11 7LG Tel. 01935 841162
Whacky, zany, crazy, mad, fun, and enjoyable are all adjectives which could be applied to
this foursome of highly accomplished musicians. Their comical musical style is “anything
goes” and spans a number of styles including skiffle, country, rock ‘n roll and German
Oompah.
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Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Our service includes...
 Carpet and upholstery
 Rugs
 Mattresses
 Hard Floors
Domestic and commercial

NO CATCH - NO FEE.
Price list available.
CONTACT US - mob. 07951 067872
tel. 01935 841137 - freephone 0800 955 4388
www.somertoncarpetcleaners.co.uk
Delimara, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon, Somerton,
Somerset. TA11 7LL

Tony Berkeley

Cleaning Services
Carpets/ Rugs, Hard Flooring - Flagstones etc
Stripping, Sealing & Polishing,
High Pressure Jetting.
All Cleaning & Janitorial Requests
Considered.
Call Tony for a Free, No Obligation Quote
on
01458 447115 or 07904782
For Prompt, Reliable Service

DC Computer Repair
Alan Hayward

Spyware / Virus removal Broadband installation.
Tuition & Advice
No repair, No charge. Free local collection
Available 7 days a week
Telephone: 01458 272924 Mobile: 07887572418
Alan comes highly recommended by many Kingsdon
Computer users of all ages.
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THE COMBINE COMES TO KINGSDON
by Peter Crowter

The first time I saw harvesting the binder was in use
It tied the corn up into sheaves and then it turned them loose.
The men went round to stand them all in stooks to keep them dry
And later they were put in ricks for many months to lie.

Village Field Goal Posts
The goal posts on the village field have been
modified in an attempt to stop them falling
over in high winds. New nets have also been
fitted.

Along then came the threshing gang to take the rick apart
The golden grain was put in sacks and taken home by cart.
The sacks were put into the barn secure from wind and rain
Until the merchant came along and they were moved again.
The boys all thought the harvest season really was the best
The corn was full of rabbits and they really were a pest.
We got ourselves an ash stick which we cut out from the hedge
And when the farmer cut his corn we all stood round the edge.

The original posts and nets were bought in
2002 from some of the money raised following Kingsdon’s very successful celebrations
The patch of corn got smaller as the binder circled round
T’was crunch time for the rabbits for they knew they would be found, for the Queen’s Golden Jubilee. (Wally)
A dash for safety to the hedge they knew they had to make
Kingsdon’s Celebrations for the
They had to run the gauntlet t’was a chance they had to take.
Their route to safety wasn’t clear and as they ran they found
They had to dodge the many sheaves all scattered on the ground.
This helped the lads to catch them and no mercy did we show
We caught them and we killed them and we laid them in a row.

Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 2012

As you may be aware the Queen’s Diamond
Jubilee will be celebrated on 5th June 2012.
It is planned that
Kingsdon will celebrate the event
The farmer came to count them and when he had done his sum
over the four day
He gave us all a rabbit each to take home to our mum.
period of Saturday
There were a few less rabbits now to nibble farmers wheat
2nd June to TuesAnd we had a free dinner that was really nice to eat.
day 5th June.
One day there was excitement ‘cause according to some boy
This autumn a
The bailiff of the squire had got himself a brand new toy,
meeting will be
‘A combine harvester and Massey-Harris is its name
called for anyone
It’s in his yard in boxes I was down there when it came’
who would like to
be involved in the
We all rushed down to Manor Farm and sat upon the wall
organisation and
The wooden boxes in the yard were long and some were tall,
planning for these
Each box had bits of combine that were new and shiny red
4 days of fun and
To put that all together’s going to need a clever head.
£1475 entertainment in
26/7/10 our village.
It took a day or two or more before the job was done
A marquee , which
T’was hard work for the gang of men, for us a lot of fun.
will
be the central
The men stood back and they all proudly studied their machine
point
for activities
We thought it was the most fantastic thing we’d ever seen.
on the village
field, has been
And when they took it out to work we went to have a look
booked and a deWe jumped on bikes and off we went and ‘course our sticks we took
posit paid.
Then later on we found with this machine there was a snag
And from now on there weren’t so many rabbits in the bag ,
Now is the time to
start thinking what
The combine left no sheaves behind but just straight lines of straw,
you would like to
The rabbits ran straight up the rows they were so fleet of paw.
see happen for our
We couldn’t catch as many with this blooming new machine
celebrations here
The farmer thought t’were wonderful but us, we weren’t so keen.
in Kingsdon
(Wally)
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Only £1 a go - All proceeds to Kingsdon Jubilee Fund

First Prize - £20

Quiz Sheets available from Kingsdon Stores
All the pictures are items found in Wally’s home. They could be from his Kitchen,
Lounge, Office, workshop etc.
Below is an example of the sort of pictures in the quiz:

Below is
original photographs from which the above pictures were cropped

A

found in the home of the Cricket Club president,
light bulb.

the

cricket ball is the sort of item
is it not! - everyone has a

It is as easy as that, now have a go at the 46 pictures in the quiz
In the event of a tie the winner will be drawn from all correct entries
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Kingsdon to Bavaria
A Charity Cycle Ride in aid of SSAFA (Soldiers, Sailors & Airmen Families Association)

by Ellie Coyle of Blue Lias, 24 North Town, Kingsdon and her friends
Ellie Coyle and Tom Taylor set
off under the banner and flags on
a marathon bike ride from
Kingsdon to the ski-resort of
Obensdorf in Bavaria. Sounds
like its uphill all the way! Friends
and neighbours gathered to cheer
on the intrepid duo who hope to
reach their 900 mile destination in
just 3 weeks!
Definitely zero to hero as neither
Ellie or Tom have spent much
time in the saddle, as they have
both been studying hard at Manchester Uni. They belong to the
Officers’ Training Corps so have
a thirst for adventure and an enormous commitment to the Army.
Having taken on this challenge
they decided to raise money for
SSAFA (Soldiers, Sailors & Airmen Families Association) who
do such an invaluable job supporting our troops and families when the going gets particularly tough.
After leaving Kingsdon they cycled to Lower Wield in Hampshire to meet up with Charlotte Slaymark. Charlotte
is someone Ellie teamed up with to 'get out of scrapes' when she went on her exped last summer to South Africa
and is one of those people who you instantly know is going to be a firm friend for life. They have not seen each
other since, but when Charlotte heard about the trip she instantly signed up to join them.
All three are 21 - clearly a debutants' coming of age adventure. The three are soon to become 4, with Dave Tooth
(studying to be a Dr not a Dentist!), who is joining them at Harwich for the big 'push' on the other side of the channel. Dave showed his unwavering support by catching a train from Sheffield on Friday to enjoy a last supper with
them until he meets them at the port, and to be here for Saturday to wish them well - I call that true friendship!
(particularly as the train broke down, was late, missed connections and ended with a taxi ride from Taunton to
Castle Cary Station - all to be repeated in reverse the next day!! But not an uncommon tale from our rail companies).
From the initial adventure that was going to be a lonely affair for Ellie to complete on her own it has turned into a
much more social jaunt - and who knows how many they'll be by the time they reach Obensdorf!
If you would like to follow the thrills and spills of this undertaking they are running a blog – http://
cyclebavaria.blogspot.com where you will also find links to sponsor them online. Every little helps and gives
them such a tremendous boost. Their target is £2,000. At the time of going to press they have raised £690.50 Thank you. Anne Coyle Blue Lias, 24 North Town, Kingsdon. (who will forward any donations unable to be
made on line)
The Blog - Day One (Abridged version)
Left with an entourage and a banner beautifully made by Ellie's mum. Was awesome to have Dave come down to
see us out and take a cheeky peek at how we packed our kit, which is a total nightmare. You will soon see, Dave!
Hard slog really, Somerset has a lot of hills and we experienced our first 15% incline shortly followed by a 20%.
Outrageous. Demoralising to know that we will be facing %25-30 in the Alps.
Ended up gate crashing a 40 and 70 year old birthday party in a hotel garden who proceeded to feed us, water us
and give us lunch for the next day. Massive shout to them - and the Wilton Pembroke Arms who let us camp for
free!
Day Two
Feeling pretty rough in the morning. Smashed a massive Weatherspoons breakfast in Salisbury (couldn't blag a
discount - booooo!) I then threw half it up into in the River that runs adjacent. Upon leaving some unsuspecting
punters had sat themselves in my mess... Hehe.
We learnt an important lesson - Road bikes aren't good off-road. Took what we believed to be a tidy little short-cut
and got totally lost in a forest, for two hours. Emotional. A Hampshire forest led to a corn field and we sorely
emerged from a hedge to the dismay of passing motorists.
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Ellie has had some run-ins with foliage, usually of the prickly bush like variety. Complaints of
a very scratched arse, much to the amusement of myself.
In all fairness I was still laughing too hard to actually help her out at the point at the time that
picture was taken.
"Oh no - not the puddle”
I can't reaffirm how heavy the bikes are so Ellie couldn't get it out - but once again I'm laughing to much to
help immediately with her predicament.
Meet up with Charlotte and her boyfriend Ben, whose
parents sorted us out with washing and food and beds!
Day Three
Great morning, 10 miles flew by and had our first pint
by 11 and a donation from The Gamekeepers Arms,
Mapledurwell. Happy days.
Drama, my bike rack broke, completely
sheered off above the bolt under the pressure of the weight. OH THE WEIGHT!
Each one of our panniers weigh between 9-12k, to the point where we can't pick
up the bikes. Somewhat convenient, often leads to an extra pint at pub stops but
generally a royal pain in the arse. A particularly vicious bump led to the said breaking. Kit
had to be distributed amongst the troops. Managed to struggle to a Bike shop in Fleet and get
it sorted (Cheers to the guys for the advice /
discount!)
Stopped at Sandhurst for some pictures, huge thanks to the security who let us
in for the pictures - and the donation!
Eventually found Rob just south of Windsor, conveniently at another pub. After
a pint, headed to his for a BBQ cooked expertly by his mother and father. Sorted
out some kit and Ellie's dodgy gears. Shortly time for bed!
Bring on what Surrey has to offer - a River to follow. PAH!
Day Four
...Rob then cycled with us into Windsor where we went to Victoria Barracks
to see the changing of the guards, Irish Guards are currently in residence
Got talking to the Private standing out front waiting for the dismount of the
guard and managed to get a picture with them in their bear-skins!
We've been consistently surprised by what merely asking can get you. Some
more donations from punters, free chips from the Boat House Hotel
(somewhere in south London, no idea where we were)
Mental cycling through London, the centre of. Traffic, pedestrians, other
cyclists, kit and, ahem, NOB-ENDS made it quite exciting to say the least.
Another good nights
sleep, a dentist appointment for Ellie in the
morning and a gentle 20 miles to cover tomorrow. Woop
woop!
Day Five
My Dad called in a favour with a client of his, Dr Stan Kay's
practice - The Harley Medical Clinic - to sort out Ellie's face,
er, mouth, well tooth. Huge thanks to Andreas for the fantastic
work on Ellie's poorly tooth.
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Day 5 cont.
Ventured through the rest of central London, stopping at Evans' Crouch End Branch, a cycle shop. Charlotte
picked up a pair of clip on shoes and some gloves etc. I got myself some Lycra shorts and discovered that I had
cycled the first 150 miles with my back break on, Awesome. Also found out that I have a "weak back wheel" and
a broken spoke. *?*?. Not too much we can really do about that one so we'll crack on and see what happens with
it. Unfortunately wheels tend to be the most expensive parts of bikes.
Navigated through the north London suburbs and arrived at my mums. Had a huge meal and one to many glasses
of wine with a few family and friends. Sleep.
NEWS! Rob is joining us!

Day Six

Sore head in the morning but we had some time to kill so went for a ten mile ride without kit to loosen up. Charlotte wasn't quite used to the clip-ons she had got the day before and fell. Into moving traffic. She is fine.
Loaded up the bikes and cycled to Avril and Rod's in Willingale, Essex, a mere 20 or so miles away, so it was
pretty easy going. En route a car lost control behind us, veered into on-coming traffic, hit an on-coming car, span
back through the traffic and stopped short of us by literally 3 metres. That was exciting. Cycled past a tank filled
with school kids. Strange journey.
Arrived at a beautiful cottage in the Essex countryside. Sort of, kind of, arguably had my first fall on their gravel
drive - but I'll leave that up to you to decide if it was or not. I too, was fine.
Set up camp in our hosts beautifully manicured lawn (felt bad) and sheltered in the house from the rain. Had
food and realised that we had a 60 mile stretch to Harwich the following day crossing 3 1:50000 OS Maps.

Day Seven

Early start, up at 6 am to pack away the kit and get some food in before the daunting 60 miles. Waved goodbye
to Avril and Rod and smashed out the first 20 miles without a drama.
Stopped in an awesome pub, The Square and Compasses, where we had free tea and crisps and finally sorted out
Ellie's gears. She had been having trouble changing into 3rd gear.
Upon cycling into Witham we cycled past two old boys also out for a cycle. Upon entering the town we hadn't a
**??**?? clue where we were. The chaps caught up with us and offered directions before cycling with us for a
short while to show us on our way. Felt like we had ourselves a pair of fighter escorts...
Stopped 10 miles later for lunch at a place called “The Exchange”, Tiptree, Essex and got another donation.
Cycling through the Essex country side at 17 miles an hour, a tractor appeared round a bend in front of us taking
up the whole road. Another problem with the weight on the bikes is that they take forever to stop. I managed to
bring my bike to a halt but Ellie behind me was not quite so lucky, catching her wheel on my pannier and sliding
down the road on her already sore backside. Patched up with some gauze and bandages and she too is fine, if not
more sore than before!
But the going was getting tough, 10 miles later, the going was even tougher. The last ten miles sucked. The wind
had picked up, and cycling into it, is gruelling. Starting to perfect the whole "drafting" technique where turns are
taken to lead the pack and battle the wind, it worked well and saw us home to Harwich! YAY!
By this point it was close to 7 and Dave's train (pussy) was arriving at 6.30, so we hurried to meet him at Harwich International station. Went and found a campsite for the night and bought some fish and chips. Quarter to
10 and Dave went and picked up Rob, brought him back to the campsite. Had a few beers, bottle of plonk and
sleep. Team Complete!

Day Eight

On the ferry and blagged a free breakfast as we're on a charity bike ride. We've managed very well with the
charity blag, raising about £80 in donations along the way and numerous freebies. Have a feeling in The Netherlands and Germany blagging for a British Forces charity might not be quite as successful.
Also managed to get up onto the ferry's bridge and had a look around.
We're arriving in Rotterdam 1630 local time, and then the adventure will truly begin…

About us
We collectively decided that SSAFA Forces Help is a truly remarkable organization, supporting British Forces
Servicemen and Women, serving or have served, who are in need of help - be it with emotional, financial or
practical issues.
By supporting us on our journey, you will be supporting the 50,000 British Servicemen and Women who turned
to SSAFA Forces Help for assistance last year alone.
A huge thanks to those who support us on our journey and on behalf of SSAFA Forces Help.
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For more information phone Nina Carlisle - Tel 01935 840933
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Kingsdon Cricket Club
The Annual Duck Race
There was a good turn out for the annual duck
racing on the River Yeo at Huish Episcopi at the
home of the club Chairman Ian Birrell and his
wife Jane, to raise funds for the club.
Despite some adverse racing conditions, with
ducks invariably going in the wrong direction, 3
races were eventually run.
There was also many other games for both adults

and children who spent a good part of the afternoon searching for
the hidden ducks.
Who would have thought that the name of the ‘Duck’ that we all had
a go at guessing was ‘Ewan?’

Some put the old grey matter to work on the quiz set by Jane which
entertained for quite some time!

A supper of Honey Roast Hams cooked by Ian and
club secretary Kathie Jamison and Indian Spiced
Beef cooked by the club president Wally Elliott
was served with salads and puddings prepared by
club members.

A big thank you to Ian and Jane for their hospitality
and hard work for organising the really great day.

They did eventually manage to have a meal! Ian & Jane in return would like to thank everyone who helped in making
it such a great day.
By the end of the day over £430 had been raised for club funds.
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Kingsdon Ladies Club
Lynne Davies welcomed 19 members and 1 visitor to the club monthly meeting held on 13th July.
Birthday Posies were given to Joyce Limon and Julie South.
Margaret Bowcock took names for visiting ‘Pat’s Garden’. The Octagon has sent a booking form for the next
amateur operatic society performance of ’The Boy Friend’. The Harvest Supper will be on Sunday October 10th
at 7pm.
The guest speaker was Lynne from Happy Landings Animal Shelter at Pylle near Shepton Mallet, who gave us
an in–sight on the running of the shelter. Most of the money comes from the boarding kennels; after that it’s
sales and talks etc. She brought along a ferret and a golden retriever who were both well behaved. They have
about 60 animals at any one time for re-homing.
Babs Conway & Kathie Jamison provided the refreshments.
There is no meeting in August. The speaker for the next meeting on 14th September at 7.30pm in the Village
Hall, will be Emile Calhean who will talk on ‘Hats’. New members and visitors are always welcome

Kingsdon Seniors Club - Annual Garden Tea Party
This year the annual garden tea party attended by 26 members was held at the home of Donald and Joyce Limon
to whom we are indebted for their hospitality.
Unfortunately it turned out to be one of the few in-clement days of late, far too windy for the parasols and pergola to be raised and, with the constant threat of heavy showers, the tea party was held indoors.
The weather however did not spoil the culinary delights made by the members for our delectation.

Tea at Three
On Sunday, 11th July, Joyce Limon, with the assistance of a large number of friends too numerous to mention
individually, hosted what seems to be becoming an Annual Event in the Village’s summer programme, namely a
Tea with homemade scones with cream and jam, in aid of St Margaret’s Hospice.
Once again the weather was beautiful and attracted a goodly number of neighbours and friends - not quite so
many as last year owing to the later date, by which quite a few people had already gone off on their holidays.
The garden, tended by Robin Davies, was looking good, although the roses were past their best and the lawn was
a bit brown from all the sun we have had this year, at last.
There was an excellent raffle, with many prizes donated by well-wishers.
The net proceeds of the afternoon amounted to £540. A big thankyou to all those who helped.

Advance Notice

From September 18th - October 3rd more than 200 studios / venues will be open to the public, featuring more
than 300 artists including Thelma Masters, who will be displaying her work at Jacaranda. It is an opportunity to
explore Somerset and meet and talk to artists in their workplace. All venues are free as are the guides that are
available from libraries, galleries and some shops.
Somerset Art Weeks
Open Studio Event
18th September - 3rd October 2010
EXHIBITION
of Paintings and Stitched Textiles by
THELMA MASTERS
at
Jacaranda, Kingsdon, Somerton
TA11 7LG Tel: 01935 840801
Open daily 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.
VENUE 80.

The Charltons Short Mat Bowls Club
Come and join us for an interesting evening or morning playing Indoor Short Mat Bowls in Kingsdon Village
Hall.
If you have never played Bowls before, and would like to give it a go, come and join us any Monday evening
from 7.30pm or Tuesday mornings at 10am. We have spare bowls for you to use.
Fancy It? We hope so and look forward to seeing you at Kingsdon Village Hall
For more information contact Myr a Tel 01458 224210
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Talented dance student on the next stage to success
Former Kingsdon resident, Colin Thresh and his wife Jean have asked the Chronicle to let all their friends
and relations know how happy they are for their youngest grandson, Grant Thresh. Grant is a young dance
student in Bolton and has set his sights firmly on the west End stage after landing a
place at a Performing Arts Academy. Grant who was 17 at the end of June, has
been offered a place at three specialist colleges where competition for places is
fierce and limited.
Grant’s track record of focus, persistence and determination has finally proved successful after a couple of disappointments. From the age of 8 Grant has been involved in the performing arts, where initially drama and singing were his chosen
disciplines, through the local amateur dramatics societies. When he was 14 he decided to concentrate on dancing and enrolled at Dawn Dawson’s Academy in Bolton where he attended until July 2009. In a 12 month period he achieved a Distinction in Gold Jazz and Distinction in Grade 5 Ballet.
While still at Dawn Dawson’s (and now studying for his GCSE’s at West Houghton
High School) he decided to audition at numerous dancing colleges to potentially start in September 2009,
with his only experience being his dancing qualifications, the support from Ruth Mauriello at Stagecoach,
Miss Dawson and all the teaching staff at Dawn Dawson’s. He was offered places at all of the colleges he
auditioned at, but did not manage to secure a DADA (Dance and drama Scholarship Award that pays for all
the course fees).
His family spent two months writing letters to businesses, government bodies, external funding organisations to try to find a way to help with the three year funding, but unfortunately they had to look for alternatives.
Mum Karen says: “It was the first time we had to say “We are sorry Grant we need to look at alternative
routes for you as it was not possible to fund a full three year course coupled with all the living costs. So
last July we decided with Grant for him to go to Performers in Essex to do a foundation year to prepare and
develop him technically to enable him to re-audition again this year”

Grant auditioned at
Bird College, Laine
Theatre Arts and
Performers, again in
April and May this year and has now acquired a place at all three, however this time with full three-year
DADA scholarships

Advance Notice

Kingsdon Church Fete and Songs of Praise
The Church Fete this year will be held on Saturday 11th September on
the Village Field.
The following day, Sunday 12th September a ‘Songs of Praise’ will be held
in the marquee on the Village Field to which all are invited.
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11am - 5pm, at dusk if earlier (Closed on Thursdays)
Open Good Friday and Bank Holiday Mondays.
Last admission 30 minutes befor closing.

Forthcoming Events
Alice in Wonderland Croquet Day

Sunday1 August 12am - 4pm
Come dressed as a character from Alice in Wonderland for a chance to win a prize. Join in with
Alice in Wonderland themed activities throughout the day. Bring a picnic and join the Mad Hatters Tea Party. Learn some tips on the ruthless family game of croquet, with expert tuition
provided by Lytes Cary Croquet Club.

Childrens Willow Workshops

Tuesday, 10 August 2010 11:00 AM - 5:00 PM Two workshops 11.00 - 1.00 and 2.00 - 4.00
Come and enjoy working with willow - make a few items to take home, including a game that all
the family can play! Aimed at Children 6 - 10 Workshops will take place outside
All Tickets £5
Booking Essential 01458 224471

Teddy Bear's Picnic

Tuesday, 17 August 2010 12:00 AM - 3:00 PM Gates Open Time 11am
If you go down to Lytes Cary today... Bring your teddy for a fun filled day of arts and craft activities, face painting, donkey rides and story telling.
Last Admission Time 4.30pm
All Tickets £2.50
More Information: Visitor Ser vices Manager , 01458 224471,

Outdoor Theatre ‘Pride and Prejudice’ at Lytes Cary Manor

Sunday 22nd August
6:30pm-9:30pm
Enjoy this Jane Austen classic set in the beautiful gardens of Lytes Cary Manor.
Booking essential.
. £12.00 Adults £8.00 Child £35.00 Family
Contact Caroline Woodgate, 01458 224471, caroline.woodgate@nationaltrust.org.uk

Help Wanted at Lytes Cary

Do you have a spare day a couple of times a month to come and help us at Lytes Cary? We are in need of
room guides to welcome visitors and help them have an enjoyable visit to the house and to provide a
watchful eye over the house and its contents. You will receive full training and support. Once you have
volunteered for 50 hours you will get a volunteer card giving you a 20% discount in NT shops and catering
outlets and free entry to NT properties. There are many other 'perks to the job' including trips and socials.
So please get in touch on 01458 224471 or Email: caroline.woodgate@nationaltrust.org.uk.'
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The Humour Page
Life B.C. (Before Computers)...
An application was for employment
A program was a TV show
A cursor used profanity
A keyboard was a piano!
Memory was something that you lost with age
A CD was a bank account
And if you had a 3 1/2 inch floppy
You hoped nobody found out!
Compress was something you did to garbage
Not something you did to a file
And if you unzipped anything in public
You'd be in jail for awhile!
Log on was adding wood to a fire
Hard drive was a long trip on the road
A mouse pad was where a mouse lived
And a backup happened to your commode!
Cut - you did with a pocket knife
Paste you did with glue
A web was a spider's home
And a virus was the flu!
I guess I'll stick to my pad and paper
And the memory in my head
I hear nobody's been killed in a computer crash
But when it happens, they wish they were
dead!

Mrs. Donovan was walking down O'Connell
Street in Dublin when she met up with Father
Flaherty.
The Father said, 'Top o' the mornin' to ye!
Aren't ye Mrs. Donovan and didn't I marry ye
and yer hoosband 2 years ago?' She replied,
'Aye, that ye did, Father.'
The Father asked, 'And be there any wee little
ones yet?'
She replied, 'No, not yet, Father.'
The Father said, 'Well now, I'm going to Rome
next week and I'll light a candle for ye and yer
hoosband.'
She replied, 'Oh, thank ye, Father.'
They then parted ways.
Some years later they met again.
The Father asked, 'Well now, Mrs. Donovan ,
how are ye these days?'
She replied, 'Oh, very well, Father!'
The Father asked, 'And tell me, have ye any
wee ones yet?'
She replied, 'Oh yes, Father! Three sets of
twins and 4 singles, 10 in all!'
The Father said, 'That's wonderful! How is yer
loving hoosband doing?'
She replied, 'E's gone to Rome to blow out yer
candle.'

The roundest knight at King Arthur's round table was Sir
Cumference. He acquired his size from too much pi.
I thought I saw an eye doctor on an Alaskan island, but it
turned out to be an optical Aleutian.
A rubber band pistol was confiscated from algebra class
because it was a weapon of math disruption.
The butcher backed into the meat grinder and got a little
behind in his work.
No matter how much you push the envelope, it'll still be
stationery.
A dog gave birth to puppies near the road and was cited
for littering.
A grenade thrown into a kitchen in France would result in
Linoleum Blownapart.
Two silk worms had a race. They ended up in a tie.
Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana.
A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall. The police
are looking into it.
Atheism is a non-prophet organization.
Two hats were hanging on a hat rack in the hallway. One
hat said to the other: 'You stay here; I'll go on a head.'
A small boy swallowed some coins and was taken to a
hospital. When his grandmother telephoned to ask how
he was a nurse said: 'No change yet.'
A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion.
The short fortune-teller who escaped from prison was a
small medium at large.
The man who survived mustard gas and pepper spray is
now a seasoned veteran.
A backward poet writes inverse.
Don't join dangerous cults: Practice safe sects!

This particular Sunday sermon......'Dear Lord,' the minister
began, with arms extended toward heaven and a rapturous
look on his upturned face. 'Without you, we are but dust...'
He would have continued but at that moment my very obedient daughter who was listening leaned over to me and
asked quite audibly in her shrill little four year old girl
voice, 'Mom, what is butt dust?'
MELANIE (age 5)
asked her Granny how old she was.. Granny replied she
was so old she didn't remember any more. Melanie said, 'If
you don't remember you must look in the back of your
panties. Mine say five to six.'
JACK (age 3)
was watching his Mom breast-feeding his new baby sister.... After a while he asked: 'Mom why have you got
two? Is one for hot and one for cold milk?'

Thought for the day - Some people have no respect for age unless it’s bottled.
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FREE Tai Chi on 13th September 2010
Kingsdon Tai Chi meets at 10.30am every Monday in the village hall and on 13th September 2010 there is
a special FREE taster session lasting 1 hour for anyone who may be interested in coming along to see what
it is all about. Appointments not necessary – just turn up wearing a comfortable top and trousers.
The Tai Chi sessions provide exercise that is suitable for all ages and abilities. The movements can be perfectly adapted to your own ability, making it ideal for anyone who wants to regain fitness and improve
movement (or simply to prevent stiffness that can creep up on us as we get older). The point is to stretch as
far as is comfortable, but no further. Tai Chi helps you to ‘stay bendy’ retaining or regaining a greater range
of movement and suppleness.
One of the interesting things about Tai Chi is that it uses a lot of visual imagery to help you learn the
moves. If, for example, you are asked to imagine that you are ‘sitting on a horse, turning round to look at
the moon, or pushing shut a door’ you can immediately understand how to do the move. These movements
are put together into sequences that, in time, will allow you to perform Tai Chi with a combination of
strength and grace.
We are very lucky in Kingsdon to have a really expert teacher (Zabeth Macfarlane) who has a huge amount
of knowledge and endless patience with her class. Each session is usually performed to music, although in
very warm weather we may have the class outside in the fresh air.
In China, where Tai Chi originated, everyone is encouraged to do a session each day in order to keep fit and
healthy. It now has a worldwide following as more and more people discover the benefits. Tai Chi does not
have a religious context, but is a bit different from normal exercise routines in that there is an emphasis on
how your mind feels, as well as your body. One of the consequences is that when you finish a class you
usually walk out with more energy (Chi) than when you started!
So come along and join us, we are a friendly group; each term ends with a social lunch in the Kingsdon Inn.
Elaine Owen

Neighbourhood Watch
At this time of year, with the school holidays here and the promise of finer weather, visits to our local beauty spots (Ham Hill, Ninesprings, etc.) increase. Unfortunately this increase in visitors often produces a
small increase in theft from motor vehicles at these locations. To minimise this risk, can I remind you to
remove all valuables from your vehicle? This includes that 'old' coat from the back seat that is of no value to a thief this coat may have contents in its pockets, loose change, a wallet or a phone! You know that the
pockets are empty but a thief doesn't. You may not be away from your vehicle long but it takes an opportunist thief seconds to break a window and empty your vehicle.
If you see anything suspicious please report this to Crimestoppers or on 0845 456 7000. If you have information about any crime, phone the police on 0845 456 7000 or you can call anonymously to the independent charity CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111.
For general information about Neighbourhood Watch nationally see the www.mynhw.co.uk website.

Found property
A Nokia mobile phone has been found on
the Village Field. It has an Orange sim
card with no credit. The back panel is
missing but it would otherwise seem to be
in working order. Can be claimed from
Wally Elliott at 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon.
Tel 01935 841444
Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com
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Compost
Buy local - Save your fuel
Free local delivery
40 litre Organic Multi-Purpose (not
suitable for seed) £2.50 each or 3 for only
£6
10 litre Multi-Purpose (suitable for seed)
£1 each
40 litre Multi Purpose (suitable for seed)
£3 each
30 litre Ericaceous £3 each
70 litre ornamental bark £4.50
33 litre Grow Bags £1.25

T R Carpentry and Joinery
Kitchen fitting - Doors & Windows fitting
Flooring of all types - Decking - Skirtings and
Architraves
Shelving - Built in Wardrobes
For all your Carpentry and Joinery needs

Tom Reed
07729 187293

01458 241910

Why struggle with heavy bags, let Paul
take the strain.

Contact Paul Attwell Tel 07906 018082.
Orders also taken by Angela at
Kingsdon Stores
Visit Paul’s new shop ‘Bargain Basement’ in West Street, Somerton, next to
the railway bridge.

Ben Lyons
Tree Surgeon
We distribute quality dried herbs &
spices nationally via our website at:
www.thebestpossibletaste.co.uk.
Call at Innes House to buy at ‘friends
and neighbours’ rates.
Herb/spice boxes: Web price 88p.
Your price 60p
Spice'n'tice curry kits:
Web price £1.99. Your price £1.60
Web price £2.49. Your price £2.00
Other items 20% off web price.

Ben is fully trained and has all the equipment to undertake any job no matter the size.
Ben is a former Kingsdon Manor School care worker and
comes highly recommended by Marilyn & Wally Elliott
Tel: 01761 221267

Mobile: 07530188351

Phone 01935 841120 (or call by) to get a
full list of the herbs and spices available from Tim or Elaine Owen,
Innes House, Lower Road, Kingsdon.
(next to the Village Hall)
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Neighbourhood Watch Report to Kingsdon Parish Council
To my knowledge over the past year there have been several crimes committed in Kingsdon. These included the
theft of a trailer from a front garden, oil and tools from two building sites and forced entry into remote sheds
above Top Street.
Sergeants Edward Hawkins, PC Dave Pepper and PCSO Fiona Wilson still cover Kingsdon from Wincanton. David Elson, the NHW Administrator at Yeovil Police Station, retired at the end of March. His role in
future will be undertaken by Anne Porter at Wincanton. I continue to give new residents details of the
NHW scheme.
Avon & Somerset Constabulary have continued to send information to Neighbourhood Watch contacts and this
has been displayed when appropriate in the Post Office and/or circulated to residents. The Kingsdon Chronicle
and e-mails have also been used to circulate relevant information to residents, for which we thank Wally Elliott.
My thanks also go to the area contacts around the village.
Martin Singleton (Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator)

Recycling and Waste

gust

Collection dates for Au-

Wheelie Bin Refuse Collection Days Tuesday 3rd August, Tuesday 17th August & Wednesday 1st September
Recycling and Food Waste Collection Days Every Tuesdays as normal except for the last collection in the month, due on 31st August
will now be on Wednesday 1st September due to the Summer Bank Holiday

Kingsdon Parish Councillors and their specific topics
Tony Masters: Chair man - Jacaranda, Lotment Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LG Tel 01935 840801
Email: masters@jacaranda99.fsnet.co.uk
Angela Saunders: Vice-Chairman - School Governor - Chatsworth, Top Street, Kingsdon, TA11 7JU
Tel 01935 840130 Email: angiesaunders@btinternet.com
Mel Clode: Dog fouling and r elated items, Litter , Gr affiti, Fly tipping, Fly posting, Damaged bins &
Abandoned vehicles and related items - 3 Underwood Rd, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ
Tel 01935 840293
Email: melclode273@btinternet.com
Richard Hollaway: Village Hall & facilities - Kingsdon Court, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LB
Tel 01935 840628 Email: richard.hollaway88@tiscali.co.uk
Patrick Leahy: Highways & Field Maintenance - The Tithe Barn, Middle Street, Kingsdon, TA11 7LE
Tel 01935 840502 Email: patrickjohnleahy@hotmail.com
Dave Morris: Footpaths & Tr ees - 30 Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ Tel - withheld!
John Calvert Distr ict Councillor (Nor thstone War d) Peacock Cottage, High St. Queen Camel. BA22
7NQ
Tel 01935 850458 Email: john.calvert@southsomerset.gov.uk
Jimmy Zouche (The Lord Zouche) County Councillor (Somer ton Division) The Abbey, Char lton
Adam, Somerton, Somerset. TA11 7BE Tel 01458 223253 Email: jimmyzouche@hotmail.com
David Heath MP Constituency Office - 14 Catherine Hill, Frome, Somerset, BA11 1BZ Tel: 01373
473618
Fax: 01373 455152 Claire Hudson: head of office - email: hudsoncl@parliament.uk
Sally Smith Cler k to Kingsdon Par ish Council, The Old Coach House, Top Str eet, Kingsdon..
TA11 7JU Tel 01935 842094 Mobile 07729 301207 Email sally@tradewindspr.co.uk
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Planning applications received by SSDC
Application No. 10/02164/LBC
Location: Kingsdon Inn, Lower Road, Kingsdon, Somer ton, Somer set TA11 7LG
Proposal: The car r ying out of alter ations and the r e-building of fire damaged building.
Type of Application: Listed Building Consent.
Status: Pending Consider ation.
Application No. 10/02811/FUL
Location: Sunnyside Farm, Park Lane, Kingsdon, Somerton, Somerset,TA11 7LJ
Proposal: Demolition of an existing building and the er ection of a two stor ey extension
Type of Application: Full Application.
Status: Pending Consider ation.
ApplicationNo: 10/02733/S73
Location: Land At Par k Far m, Lower Road, Kingsdon. Somer ton, Somer set.
Proposal: Application to var y condition 02 of decision notice 08/02596/FUL dated 12.09.08 i.e. to seek alterations to amended plans to garages of plots A, G E and F plus internal and external changes to plots E and F to
include partial rebuilding and to remove obligation e) boundary changes to north of site (GR: 351885/126199)
Type of Application: Section 73 Deter mination
Status: Pending consider ation

Minutes of the Kingsdon Parish Council Bi-Monthly meeting held on Thursday
July 8th in the Village Hall at 7pm
Present: Mr A Master s (Chair man); Messr s P Leahy, D. Mor r is, R. Hollaway, M. Clode and Mr s A
Saunders (Parish Councillors); Mrs S Smith (Parish Clerk) plus 13 Parishioners.
Apologies were given on behalf of Mr J Calvert (District Councillor) and Mr J Zouche (County Councillor).
The minutes of the previous Parish meeting had been read and were approved and signed.
Matters arising from previous minutes.
Fly-tipping
Mr M Clode said the rubbish had now been collected.
Grit Bins
Mr P Leahy reported that six grit bins had been delivered to his house that day. He commented that they were a
brighter green that expected. The Clerk said she had the funds available to pay the account for the bins and would
do so. Mr P Leahy said he had contacted the Highways Department and was waiting for a date when the bins
could be filled. He said because they are light, they won’t be put into position around the village until there is a
fill date confirmed.
Play Area
Mr P Leahy said he had obtained two estimates, one from Play UK for a total of £615 and a second from GB
Sport for a total of £720. The quotes including lifting the edge tiles and infilling around the edge. There was some
talk about whether this could be done more cheaply by infilling with perhaps sand. It was reported that Mr S
Barnes of the South Somerset District Council had indicated that sand might be acceptable, but Mr R Hollaway
pointed out that whatever is decided on must be acceptable to the insurers. He said if it was decided to save money on the professional quotes by using sand infill, then we would need a letter from Mr S Barnes of the council to
confirm this was an approved method. A parishioner, Mr W Elliott, said that when he was responsible for the
play areas at the former Kingsdon Manor School, then Health and Safety said only two methods were acceptable,
rubber matting or chip bark. It was decided the playing area needed to be repaired without undue delay.
Proposed by Mr R Hollaway that Mr P Leahy select the better tender fr om the r eceived estimates, negotiating price if possible, and arrange for the work to be done.
Seconded by Mr M Clode.
The motion was carried.
Parishioner Mr W Elliott said he had costed modifications to the goal posts to make them safer and also checked
on the price for new nets. The totals came to £55 for the modification repair to the posts and £53 80pf or the new
nets, a total of £108 80p.
Proposed by the Chairman that the wor k be or ganized by Mr Elliott and car r ied out.
Seconded by Mr M Clode.
The motion was carried.
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Maintenance of triangle area by the school and the village pound
The Chairman reported that Mr S Seal had agreed to undertake the maintenance of the triangle area and the Clerk
confirmed his quote was £6 for each cut. The Chairman reported that Mr David Black had agreed to continue to
maintain the pound area free of charge and the Clerk confirmed she had sent Mr Black a thank you letter for all

his work. Mr P Leahy said he was obtaining estimates to repair the pound walls but this was very expensive. He had an initial estimate of around £800 for the pound walls and £1,300 for walls around the village
field which also needed repairing. He said there could be additional costs for any new stone that might be
required. A parishioner said that a Mr Symes in Somerton does wall work. It was agreed that the walls
were under the Council’s responsibility and work needed to be done as soon as possible. It was agreed that
more research was needed to find the cheapest method.
Parish Plan request
The Clerk said she had contacted Mr Jason Tinley at the Community Council for Somerset and invited
someone to come to the council meeting to explain a little more about what they did. She said Mr Tinley
had been very slow in responding, but he finally said that no one was available to come to this meeting. The
Clerk reported she had then asked Mr Tinley who funded the organization and he wasn’t sure. It was agreed
more information was needed and the Clerk would ask again for a representative to come to the next council meeting.
Neighbourhood Watch Report and the Village Hall Report
These had been prepared for the AGM in May but were held over to be presented at this meeting. Mr M
Singleton was thanked for his work. It was agreed that the Neighbourhood Watch Report would be included
in the next Kingsdon Chronicle to ensure all parishioners had an opportunity to know what was going on in
this area.
Other business
Village School
The Chairman of the Governors of Kingsdon School presented a full report on recent meetings held by the
Governors, local authorities and parents re the future of the school. The expected number of students to be
enrolled for the September term was 10.
Parish Cllr Mrs A Saunders, a School Governor, has provided the following synopsis:
Report of School Governor to Parish Council 8th July 2010
Since the last Parish council meeting there have been two full Governing body meetings of the Federation
of Compton Dundon and Kingsdon Schools. The first was an emergency Governors meeting followed by
the scheduled one on 5th July.
At this meeting the Chairman of Governors agreed to let a representative of the parents, Joanne Nicholls
and Patrick Leahy on behalf of the Parish Council address the Governors. Prior to this, Chairman of the
Governors had met with Cllrs Patrick Leahy, Richard Hollaway and Mel Clode. for an informal discussion
on the subject.
At 5th July meeting, following a very long and serious discussion, when all points of view were given, the
Governors of the Federation of Compton Dundon and Kingsdon Primary Schools took the decision not to
start a consultation on the closure. Instead Kingsdon will feature a single class serving all age groups from
September.
There will be close working between the schools, with joint staff meetings, training and assessment. For the
pupils there will be joint PE and swimming and other lessons where appropriate. Everyone is committed to
work hard to make the new arrangements work and parents groups are continuing to try to attract new pupils to the schools.
The parents were positive in suggesting ways in which they could help. Our school has been reprieved, for
the moment, but the numbers attending are crucial. With other factors, beyond the Governors control, it
isn’t beyond the realms of possibility a further decision could be taken and this would be out of the control
of the Governing body. The school needs to reach 31 pupils in order to keep the school in its present form.
There have been accusations that the Governors have acted in secrecy!! This is not the case. It has to be
realised that more has to be considered than just the closure of the school. Governors have a responsibility
to “the school” which is made up of staff as well as pupils. As this particular issue concerned staff and their
jobs, it should have remained confidential, at least until a meeting had been held with the staff to discuss
the situation.
Parishioners should be aware that some items under discussion have to remain confidential due to their sensitive nature, and that the parents are made aware of the pertinent facts at the earliest opportunity after a
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meeting has been held.
Payment of Clerk to the Parish Council.
The Clerk confirmed that while she had intended to undertake the role free of charge, she would be happy
to accept the normal level of remuneration to cover general expenses. It was agreed to continue at the same
level that had been paid to previous clerks.
Proposed by Mr R Hollaway that the Cler k be paid £30 a month, to be invoiced on a quar ter ly basis,
to cover all out-of-pocket expenses and other costs.
Seconded by Mrs A Saunders.
The motion was carried.
Archiving.
Mr D Morris said it was not necessary to keep all paperwork, but only key documentation. Mrs A Saunders
said there was a County Archivist at County Hall who accepted items for archiving and Mr P Leahy reminded the Council that there was an offer to store a fireproof archiving file at the back of the Church. Mr
D Morris said he would continue to move this forward.
Booking for Village Field
A request had been received from Mr D Beswick to book the Village Field on Saturday September 11th for
the Church Fete and Sunday September 12th for Songs of Praise in the marquee . This was agreed.
There being no further business, the meeting closed at 8.20pm.

Minutes of the Kingsdon Parish Council Planning meeting held on
Thursday July 8th in the Village Hall at 8.25pm
Present: Mr A Master s (Chair man); Messr s P Leahy, D. Mor r is, R. Hollaway, M. Clode and Mr s A
Saunders (Parish Councillors); Mrs S Smith (Parish Clerk) plus 13 Parishioners.
Apologies were given on behalf of Mr J Calvert (District Councillor) and Mr J Zouche (County Councillor).
The minutes of the previous planning meeting had been circulated and were agreed and signed.
Application No. 10/02164/LBC
Applicant: Gamebir d Inns Ltd.
Location: Kingsdon Inn, Lower Road, Kingsdon, Somer ton, Somer set TA11 7LG
Proposal: The car r ying out of alter ations and the r e-building of fire damaged building.
Type of Application: Listed Building Consent.
Plans and details of the application had been displayed prior to the meeting. There was short discussion on
the fact that the building would once again be thatched. It was observed that it was excellent news that the
work was planned to be completed in time for the Christmas season.
Proposed by Mr M Clode that the application be approved.
Seconded by Mr D Morris.
The motion was carried
The meeting ended at 8.40pm.
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Kingsdon Information
All Saints Church

Priest in Charge
Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029 (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other
occasional services)
Assistant Priest
Curate
Revd Wendy Griffith Tel 01458 224087
Revd Bruce Faulkner Tel 01458 270902
Church Wardens
David Beswick. Tel 01935 840795
Norma Black Tel 01935 840727
Parochial Church Council
Secretary Sir Donald Limon Tel 01935 840450
Treasurer Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692
Tower Captain
Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344
Church Services for August
1st
11am Family Service
8th
11am Holy Communion
15th
11am Holy Communion
22nd
9.30am Holy Communion
29th
11am Mattins
Church Rotas for August
Brass: Angie Saunder s & Celia Gillespie
Flowers: Jean Fr ost & Ann Baldwin

Kingsdon C of E Primary School
Kingsdon, Somerset, TA11 7JX
Tel: 01935 840406 Fax: 01935 841765
Email: office@kingsdon.somerset.sch.uk
Headteacher: Mrs Christine Dawson
Secretary: Mrs Carolyn Brannan
Chair of Compton Dundon and
Kingsdon Church of England
Primary School Federation
Alan Carnall. Tel: 01935 840692
PTFA
Chair - Karen Banks
Treasurer - Jayne Bartin
Secretary - Katie Campbell

Kingsdon Seniors Club
The Seniors Club meet on the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 3pm in the Village Hall.
For information contact Club Secretary Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon.
Tel 01935 841444 No meeting in August
email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk
Kingsdon Ladies Club
The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of
the month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
New members and visitors are always welcome. For information contact Club President
Lynne Davies, Holly House, Frog Lane,
Kingsdon. TA11 7LL Tel 01935 840660 or
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House,
Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11 7LB Tel 01935
840344

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club
The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday
evenings (apart from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between
7.30pm and 9.30pm. If you are interested then please contact
Shirley or Martin Singleton on 841162 or just come along.
Kingsdon Village Hall
For all information contact: - Martin Singleton, Mountsandel
Lodge, Mow Barton Rd. Kingsdon. TA11 7LG Tel. 01935
841162
For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close,
Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Email wallyelliott@hotmail.com
Bookings for August
Short Mat Bowls Club
Short Mat Bowls Club
Table Tennis Club
Private Party
Church Activity
Practical Study Group

Mondays 7pm - 9pm
Tuesdays 10am - 12 noon
Tuesdays at 7.30pm
Sunday 1st - all day
Friday 20th
Wednesday 18th at 10am

Kingsdon Cricket Club
Chairman: Ian Bir r ell, Water smeet, Huish Episcopi,
Langport TA10 9HE Tel 01458 250246
Secretary: Kathy J amison ‘Swallows’ 43 Kingsdon
Tel 01935 841049

The Kingsdon Chronicle - Editor: Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW
Tel 01935 841444, Mobile 07899 734049,
email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com
www.kingsdonchronicle.com
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