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Fire at The Kingsdon Inn

Thursday morning of the 4th March 2010 seemed like just a normal day in the life of the Kingsdon Inn. At
11.30am, the time of the day when a coffee break is normally taken, the kitchen and bar had been prepared for
another busy lunchtime session and Chef Clive and Pippa were sat outside having a smoke with their coffee, and
manager Algy was on the phone taking a booking, when Debbie Nursey came running in to alert them about
smoke coming through the thatch.
Debbie Nursey and her fiancé Mike who live at Manor Close, Kingsdon had been driving past the Inn when they
saw the smoke, Mike was the first of many to phone the fire brigade.
Hose pipes were run out in an attempt to dowse the thatch where the smoke appeared to be the worst, which was
on the Lower Road side of the pub adjacent to the chimney for the log fire that had been lit earlier. Algy taking
one hose onto the flat roof above the side door and Clive took the other round to the alleyway at the rear. Another
hose pipe was used by Dave Glover from the Park Farm development, who went up onto a roof giving him a good
vantage point. It was not long before the Fire Brigade arrived
from Somerton followed by other crews from around the area,
some 12 appliances in total. Algy went upstairs to unlock the
letting rooms for the fire crews. As he was unlocking one of
the doors, burning cinders fell on him through a hole in the
ceiling. (Photo left) Pointing this out to a fireman, he made a
quick exit. Algy was subsequently interviewed 5 times by fire
investigators, loss adjustors and insurers in an attempt to ascertain the cause of the fire. Fortunately a lot of stock, fixtures and fittings from the ground floor were saved by the firemen before it could be damaged by water. There was no dam-

age to the Kitchen or the Old Kitchen and only water
damage to the bar / restaurant areas which require a
new ceiling After preliminary examinations by surveyors, loss adjuster etc. it is thought the Inn could
be operational again well before Christmas. Algy
was praised by the Fire Service for the actions he
and the staff took.
Algy would like to thank the Fire Service for their
actions in fighting the fire and salvaging so much
property. He would also like to thank everyone from
Kingsdon and afar who have sent their kind messages and wishes for the future of the Kingsdon Inn.

Scaffolding up and a temporary roof installed. A barrier has
also been erected around the building to keep out trespassers
for Health & Safety reasons.
Below - The fire being attacked from Park Farm development
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The state some people leave their baths!
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Congratulations to
Sarah Emma Jean Attwell
Sarah, who’s parents live at 10 Underwood Road,
Kingsdon, has recently gained a post Graduate Certificate in Biomedical Science at the University of Ulster.
Sarah had previously attended University of Plymouth , gaining a BSc.in Biological Sciences (Hons.).
Sarah now works at Derriford Hospital, Plymouth
where she is a State Registered Biomedical Scientist
specialising in clinical chemistry
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Kingsdon Ladies Club
Lynne Davies welcomed 19 members and 2 guests to the meeting held on 9th March. The meeting was
also the A.G.M.. All present committee members were willing to stay on for a further year. The treasurer
read out the annual report and it was agreed to raise the annual subs to £9 in order to book decent speakers.
It was the first increase since 1993 when the Ladies Club started. Birthday posies were given to Shirley
Singleton, Brenda Hodges, Margaret Hill, Edna Gordon and Jill Waters
The guest speaker was Sue Bridger, who is a Home Economist with thirty years teaching experience in advanced culinary techniques. She is also a member of the Royal Institute of Public Health. She has been a
City and Guilds examiner and is now "retired" working just as hard for the WI! She gave a cookery demo
titled ‘Meals in Minutes’ with the resulting dishes being raffled off and the proceeds going to McMillan
Cancer Support.
Phyl Winsor and Shirley Singleton provided the refreshments. The flutter was won by Elizabeth Berry.
The meeting closed at 9.45pm. The next speaker on April 13th will be Lucy Pickersgill, chair of Yeovil &
District Natural History Society, whose talk will be called ‘Bats & Wildlife’
New members and visitors are always welcome.

Andre to run London Marathon - Up-date
As reported in the Chronicle issue 30, Andre Milne, who lived at Ridge House, Kingsdon prior to his posting to Portugal, is to compete in the London Marathon on 25th April to raise money for ‘Against Breast
Cancer’ He has asked if I could let people know that to date he has raised £2161 and has moved his target
to £3,000. He sends his thanks to everyone who has contributed so far and if any one else would like to
make a contribution they can do so by using the ‘Just Giving’ web page at (http://www.justgiving.com/
andre-milne) or send it to the Kingsdon Chronicle for forwarding.

Recipes Wanted for Kingsdon C of E Primary School Recipe Book
Belinda Moger would welcome your favourite recipes, for starters, main courses and yummy puddings and
cakes for inclusion in a Kingsdon School cookery book. The book is planned to go on sale later in the
year. Please give your recipes to the Kingsdon stores or Belinda who lives next door.
Thank you for your cooperation. Belinda

Doggy Doo’s should be Doggy don't !

Oops!
Wally’s computer drops
another clanger!
In the Kingsdon Spring Rainbow Quiz, his
computer has made a mistake with Q114.
Instead of - ‘Coat for an andromeda’ the
clue should read ‘Coat for a dromedary’
His computer apologises for any anguish
caused!!!

Once again
some careless dog owners are allowing their pets to foul the verges in
Kingsdon. Two of the worst places recently have been on
the grass outside the school and the road side from the school
up to the shop.
PLEASE use the bins provided for disposal of your dog’s
mess , or take it home.

Failure could lead to a fine!

Clive the Milkman to retire
Kingsdon’s milkman, Clive Greenham, has
decided to retire on 9th April. He has been
delivering to the residents of Kingsdon since
1962.
It has been decided to leave it to each individual customer, if they so wish , to give
Clive a card etc. on his last day. Clive will
be invited to a village event at a later date.

See page 15 for more information
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11am - 5pm or dusk if earlier.
Open Good Friday and Bank Holiday Mondays
Closed on Thursdays
Last admission 30 minutes before closing

Estate Walks

Open all year round from dawn till dusk
Tel 01458 224471
Email: lytescarymanor@nationaltrust.org.uk

Easter Egg Trails
2 April 11am - 5 April 4.30pm
Follow the Easter bunny's trail around the estate with
a chocolate reward at the end.
For children of all ages!
Sponsor Easter Egg Trails, supported by Cadbury

Allotment Workshop
18 April 11am - 5pm

Workshops at 11.30 and 2.30
Come and visit our new allotments and learn some
tips to take home with you.

Booking Not Needed

Booking Advisable 01458 224471

Towns & Cities Quiz Winner

I spent hours researching all the online dictionaries to see if there might be some alternative answers given,
which could fit the clues. Indeed some clues did have multiple answers. If they fitted the clue then they
were accepted as correct. I am sure there will be some instances where contestants disagree with my answers, I am sorry. But at the end of the day I had to make the final adjudication.
After much scrutinization of the 29 returned answer sheets, I deduced that only one entry had all 120 questions correct.

The winner of the quiz was: Anthony Sycamore, The Tall House, Kingsdon.

Runners-up with a score of 118 were Mr & Mrs Sledge of Buckhorn Weston and
Jenny Gamblin of Underwood Rd, Kingsdon
Anthony came very close to losing out on his prize. He and Sara had gone off to France at the beginning of
February without submitting their entry. On the 26th February I received the following email message
from him;
Re our entry to the Towns and Cities quiz - as we're still in France, we haven't had a chance to get it to
you. Is there any chance you could grab it from our kitchen before the closing date? Our neighbour Marilyn feeds the cats morning and evening, so could let you in. I think it’s on the surface under the cookbooks
on the right as you enter from the front door.
And sure enough, there was the winning quiz sheet! Anthony has kindly donated part of his winnings back
to the cause.
Thank you to every one who participated. £266 was raised for the Kingsdon Golden Jubilee Celebration
Fund. Wally

Village Profile
This month’s profile is on Giles & Tracie Goodbody, who have lived at 6 Kingsdon with Dominoe their
Dalmatian since January last year.
Giles is the accounts manager for the London Linen Company, which is the family business.
Tracie is a recruitment consultant in Yeovil with the employment and recruitment agency, Adecco. - The
person to see when staff are required.
They both have a love of the countryside and enjoy nothing better than to be out walking with Dominoe.
Another pastime is socialising, and when the weather permits, Giles can be found slaving over his BBQ.
Prior to their present jobs they have 10 years experience running pubs, including The Elms at Street.
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Howard Limon

1928 - 2010
Howard, the elder brother of Donald, died in his sleep ar West Barn, on Tuesday 9th March. He had been
living in Kingsdon for some months, having come with his wife, Betty, to Somerset from Brighton three
years ago.
Howard was a quiet man, but a born Schoolmaster who knew exactly how boys’ minds work. Educated at
St. Bees School (Cumbria) and The Queen’s College, Oxford, he started his life in teaching in 1951 at
Mostyn House Preparatory School in the Wirral, after ten years moving on to be Head of the Junios School
at Victoria College, Jersey. The summit of his career was reached when he moved to Boundary Oak
School near Fareham, where is was Headmaster for 15 years. Whilst there he married Betty Williamson.
They were a devoted couple. Howard was popular with boys, staff and parents alike, and the school flourished. His last post, in semi-retirement, was at St Aubyn’s School, Rottingdean.
Howard suffered from severe ill health for many years and he and Betty lived a relatively quiet life in
Brighton, before coming to the West country to be near Donald and Joyce.
Howard was a keen dry-fly fisherman and a classical music lover, especially Mozart. He followed cricket
and rugby. He also had a bit of a mania for motor cars.
Betty would like to thank the many people from Kingsdon and beyond who have been so kind to the pair of
them in recent years. A most moving Thanksgiving Service for Howard’s Life, conducted by Revd. Bruce
Faulkner, was held at All Saints Church, Kingsdon on 19th March.

Lenten Lunch 2010

The Lenten Lunch held on 24th March in the Village Hall, was the first time that both Compton Dundon
and Kingsdon Church of England Primary Schools had been welcomed together since federation, to enjoy
the superb soups prepared by own ‘souper’ experts. It was also nice to see residents of both Compton Dundon and Kingsdon attending. The event raised £240 for ‘Just a Drop’.

Kingsdon Cricket Club

Fixtures for 2010

All home fixtures will be played on the Quarry Road
The Annual General meeting of the club was ground starting at 2.30pm, unless otherwise stated.
held at Somerton Sports Club on Sunday 28th
March. After approving the accounts and the Everyone is welcome to come along and enjoy a sunny
setting of subscriptions and fees for the forth- Sunday afternoon watching the cricket. There will be plenty of seating. ( My long range forecast is for a better sumcoming season, the following officers were
mer this year! Wally)
elected:
President - Wally Elliott
Chairman - Ian Birrell
Captain - James Schofield
Treasurer - James Schofield and Wally Elliott
Secretary - Kathie Jamison
Fixtures Secretary - Len Hampson
Trustees responsible for the Kingsdon Manor
Cricket Ground Development - Ben Carlisle,
Ian Birrell & James Schofield.
Ian Birrell outlined the work carried out so far
and the plans for the future at the Manor
Ground. It was stressed that under no circumstances were vehicles to be parked in Frog
Lane.
A presentation was made to Ben Carlisle in
recognition of his work in negotiating the
lease ,which secures the future of Kingsdon
Cricket Club at the Manor.
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Yvonne Voules Barbor
“Goodie”

24th October 1912 - 10th March 2010
The Funeral service for Yvonne took place at Yeovil Crematorium on Friday 19th March 2010 at 11.20am.
Yvonne moved to Farm Cottage, Kingsdon in 2000, on her 88th birthday. She lived there until last year, when she
went to Castle House Nursing Home at Keinton Mandeville and then recently to Wessex House, Somerton .
It was at Wessex House that Yvonne tragically died on 10th March following a fall.
Yvonne was born in Malaysia in 1912. Her father, Arthur Hubback, was the architect who designed the Moorish
splendour of the Malaysian Railway Buildings, the Secretariat , the Kuala Kangsar Mosque and a host of other
Government Offices. With the outbreak of W,W,1 the family returned to Britain where she spent her childhood,
being schooled at Thurlestone and later at Harrogate College, where she became Head girl of her House and Games
Captain of the School. Yvonne was very good at tennis, playing in junior Wimbledon. It was at this time that she
joined the Red Cross, learning First Aid and Home Nursing. When qualified she became involved with disabled
servicemen from the Hospital at Roehampton.
In 1931 Yvonne met her future husband Ronnie Barbor at a tennis tournament. They soon became, as Yvonne described it, ‘an item’ It was about this time that she played her most exciting tennis match at Queens Club against
Helen Willis, who went on to win Wimbledon that year. After a 3 year engagement, during which time Ronnie
qualified as a doctor, they were married at Chelsea Old Church. After a honeymoon in Austria they set up home in
Hoddesdon where Ronnie started in general practice. In May 1936 Yvonne and Ronnie became parents when Peter was born and then 2 years later Valerie was born. At the outbreak of WW11 Ronnie was called up and became
Captain Barbor of the R.A.M.C. The following year Ronnie became ill with a reoccurrence of his duodenal ulcer
problem and was eventually forced to leave the army. When fit enough he resumed G.P. work. In spite of everything, they wanted another child and eventually Yvonne gave birth to Diana, their 4th child, Doug was born in
March 1945 and later Ronnie had what was then a very dangerous operation for his duodenal ulcer, which fortunately was successful.
Life for a doctor’s wife became quite idyllic. Yvonne enjoyed her life, the children grew up, married and gave her
grandchildren. Ronnie had specialised in back problems which required him to travel to many far off places and
lecture, accompanied by Yvonne. There were many parties, dances, shooting days and holidays. With Ronnie they
started a Pheasant Farm and even a Garden Centre. She developed a love for needlework and embroidery, producing wedding samplers for her children and grandchildren, and all her life there was a love of her gardens.
In August 1989 Yvonne’s husband Ronnie became ill with cancer. He died a few weeks later.
After 54 years of a wonderful marriage, there followed what Yvonne recounted as the worst time
in her whole life.
For a while Yvonne busied herself with her family, travelling and spending many hours in her garden until one morning she suddenly decided a
change was called for and a move closer to her
family in Somerset. ‘A dear little house in a pretty
village called Kingsdon was found’, and on her
88th birthday Yvonne moved into Farm Cottage.
In her own words she realised how lucky she was,
and that it was the best thing she could have done.
Yvonne, who was a devout Anglican, soon made
many friends, joining the Art Classes, the Seniors
Club, becoming its’ secretary, and she started a
Book Club.
In October 2007 a large party was held in
Kingsdon Village Hall to celebrate Yvonne’s 95th
Birthday which was attended by her family from
many far off countries, as well as her many
friends in Kingsdon.
Near her final days Yvonne said how lucky she
had been to live in a village where so many nice
people had looked after her.

Yvonne on her 95 Birthday
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Seniors Club March 2010
Tristan da Cunha
A presentation by Richard Grundy was given to the Kingsdon Seniors Club. Richard was a senior teacher for over
three years at St Mary’s, the island’s school.
Tristan da Cunha is the self proclaimed remotest inhabited place on earth. It is a volcano on the mid Atlantic ridge
in between Buenos Aires and Cape Town. The island rises to some 6750 feet above sea level. There is always the
threat of earthquakes on the island, which is some nine miles across, mountainous and notoriously very tough to
land on due to rocks and reefs.
The island’s surrounding seas are very dangerous waters, not the place to go swimming But it is also the home of
the delightful Rock- hopper penguins and a common sight would be that of the Yellow Nosed Albatross, this bird
does its courting in the fern bushes, one single egg is produced and if you wanted to eat one it would take up to half
an hour to boil. It is a majestic bird with a wing span up to two meters wide, and a life span up to sixty years. In the
early days of habitation Fur Seals produced valuable resources such as food ,clothing, fuel for oil lamps etc.
In1506 the island was first discovered by the Portuguese and later in 1816 the British invaded and claimed ownership. A pioneer resident was a certain William Glass who with his family established strong Christian principles
which remain to this day. The current population of a little under 300 people all descend from the original 15 settlers; there were 8 men and 7 women from England, Ireland , Holland, Scotland, Denmark, Italy and St.Helena. At
some stage the population gender became unbalanced and there was a shortage of women and so in 1826 a certain
Thomas Swain arrived on the island with a mission to correct the imbalance. He was probably instrumental in introducing the world’s first dating agency by bringing and introducing five women, who in turn married five resident bachelors. The island has not looked back since.
A handful of times a year the island would be visited by passing seafarers including American whalers, and trading
thrived. Despite the mixed nationality of the islanders, English was adopted as the default language. This isolated
mix of dialects brewed a unique type of English that intrigues linguists to this day.
In the early 1960s the entire island had to be evacuated due to a volcanic eruption. During this time the inhabitants
were housed in Southampton, England, because of turmoil in the normal evacuation destination of Cape Town,
South Africa. On the islanders return all their houses which were bungalows, were still standing. The island now
boasts a factory for the main industry of fishing (Cray fish in particular), a museum, post office, school, supermarket, café, hospital and a church. The island is very British and patriotic and keeps to Greenwich mean time all year
round.
Queen’s Day, is a annual public holiday with events such as tug of war. To add to the islander’s celebrations, any
weddings also prompt a public holiday. St.Marys church on the island is mostly Anglican. The church bell was acquired from a shipwreck. The island retains a wonderful air of hospitality to this day.
Today the principle industries are farming, rearing of sheep and cows, growing potatoes (the island’s staple crop),
and of course fishing. During the 1800s and as a result of visiting trading ships and of ship wrecks, the island became infested with Black Rats, which decimated the island’s small birds, and were also blamed for many crop failures. The island now has an annual Ratting Day, to enable their numbers to be controlled; many rats are hunted
with the help of dogs and killed. Their tails are cut off to show evidence to the judges of how many each competitor has caught and thereby establishing a winner. Sheep- shearing is an annual event on the island, which has a
strong tradition of the spinning of wool. The ladies are always, always knitting.
To those of you wishing to visit Tristan da Cunha, make your way to Cape Town, book your place on a small
boat, usually sailing with no more than twelve passengers, and enjoy a sea trip to the island of about six days,
BON VOYAGE.
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Humour
Whats The Weather Look Like?
It was already late fall and the Indians on a remote
reservation In South Dakota asked their new chief
if the coming winter was going to be cold or mild.
Since he was a chief in a modern society he had
never been taught the old secrets. When he looked
at the sky he couldn't tell what the winter was going
to be like. Nevertheless, to be on the safe side, he
told his tribe that the winter was indeed going to be
cold and that members of the village should collect
firewood to be prepared.
But being a practical leader, after several days he
got an idea. He went to the phone booth, called the
National Weather Service and asked, "Is the coming winter going to be cold?"
"It looks like this winter is going to be quite cold,"
the meteorologist at the Weather Service responded. So the chief went back to his people and told
them to collect even more firewood in order to be
prepared. A week later he called the National
Weather Service again. "Does it still look like it is
going to be a very cold winter?" "Yes," the man at
National Weather Service again replied, "it's going
to be a very cold winter." The chief again went
back to his people and ordered them to collect every scrap of firewood they could find. Two weeks
later the chief called the National Weather Service
again. "Are you absolutely sure that the winter is
going to be very cold?"
"Absolutely," the man replied. "It's looking more
and more like it is going to be one of the coldest
winters we've ever seen." "How can you be so
sure?" the chief asked.
The weatherman replied, "Because the Indians are
collecting firewood like crazy."

Reverse Charge
Vicky was at a business conference. During a break,
she decided to call home on reverse charge. Her sixyear-old son picked up the phone and heard a
stranger’s voice say, “We have Vicky on the line, will
you accept the charges?” Frantic, the six-year-old
dropped the receiver and went charging outside
screaming, “Dad! They have Mom! And they want
money!”

Sunday Best
A little boy was walking down a dirt road after church
one Sunday afternoon when he came to a crossroads
where he met a little girl coming from the other direction. "Hello," said the little boy
"Hi," replied the little girl. "Where are you going?"
asked the little boy. "I've been to church this morning
and I'm on my way home," answered the little girl.
"I'm also on my way home from church. Which
church do you go to?" asked the little boy. "I go to
the Baptist church back down the road," replied the
little girl. "What about you?" "I go to the Methodist
church back at the top of the hill," replied the little
boy. They were both going the same way so they
walked together.
They came to a low spot in the road where spring
rains had partially flooded the road, so there was no
way that they could get across to the other side without getting wet. "My Mom'll tan my hide if I get my
new Sunday suit wet," replied the little boy. "I tell
you what I think I'll do," said the little girl. "I'm gonna
pull off all my clothes and hold them over my head
and wade across." "That's a good idea”, replied the
little boy. "I'm going to do the same thing with my
suit." So they both undressed and waded across to the
other side without getting their clothes wet. They
were standing there in the sun waiting to drip dry before putting their clothes back on, when the little boy
finally remarked "You know, I never realized before
Marilyn takes exercise
just how much difference there really is between a
Marilyn felt that her body has become totally out of Baptist and a Methodist!
shape, so Wally suggested that she should get her
doctor’s permission to join a fitness club and start
exercising, which she duly did.
She decided to take an aerobics class for seniors.
Relatives
She bent, twisted, gyrated, jumped up and down,
A couple drove down a country road for several miles,
and perspired for an hour.....
not saying a word. An earlier discussion had led to an
but, by the time she got her leotard on, the class
argument and neither of them wanted to concede their
was over.
position. As they passed a barnyard of mules, goats
and pigs, the husband asked sarcastically, "Relatives
of yours?"
An Apple a Day
"Yep," the wife replied, "in-laws.
While visiting a friend in the hospital a young man
noticed several pretty nurses, each one of them was
wearing a pin designed to look like an apple. “What Starting School
does the pin signify?” he asked one of them. “Oh! A little girl had just finished her first week of school.
Nothing,” she said with a chuckle. “We just use it “I’m just wasting my time,” she said to her mother. “I
to keep the doctors away.”
can’t read, I can’t write and they won’t let me talk!”
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Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Our service include...
 Carpet and upholstery
 Rugs
 Mattresses
 Hard Floors
Domestic and commercial

NO CATCH - NO FEE.
Price list available.
CONTACT US - mob. 07951 067872
tel. 01935 841137 - freephone 0800 955 4388
www.somertoncarpetcleaners.co.uk
Delimara, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon, Somerton,
Somerset. TA11 7LL

Tony Berkeley

Cleaning Services
Carpets/ Rugs, Hard Flooring - Flagstones etc
Stripping, Sealing & Polishing,
High Pressure Jetting.
All Cleaning & Janitorial Requests
Considered.
Call Tony for a Free, No Obligation Quote
on
01458 447115 or 07904782
For Prompt, Reliable Service

DC Computer Repair
Alan Hayward

Spyware / Virus removal Broadband installation.
Tuition & Advice
No repair, No charge. Free local collection
Available 7 days a week
Telephone: 01458 272924 Mobile: 07887572418
Alan comes highly recommended by many Kingsdon
Computer users of all ages.
Page 11

Ben Lyons Tree Surgeon
Recycling

and Waste

Collection dates for April
Wheelie Bin Refuse Collection Days
Tuesday 13th April, Tuesday 20th April

Recycling and Food Waste Collection Days
Every Tuesdays as normal except the collection on 6th
April which will be one day later on the 7th April

Ben is fully trained and has all the equipment to
undertake any job no matter the size.
Ben is a former Kingsdon Manor School care
worker and comes highly recommended
by Marilyn & Wally Elliott
Tel: 01761 221267 Mobile: 07530188351

Compost

English is a tough language to learn: Can you read
these right the first time?
Buy local - Save your fuel
1) The bandage was wound around the wound.
Free local delivery
2) The farm was used to produce produce.
40 litre Organic Multi-Purpose (not suita- 3) The dump was so full that it had to refuse more refuse.
ble for seed) £2.50 each or 3 for only £6
4) We must polish the Polish furniture.
10 litre Multi-Purpose (suitable for seed) £1 5) He could lead if he would get the lead out.
each
6) The soldier decided to desert his dessert in the de40 litre Multi Purpose (suitable for seed) £3 sert.
7) Since there is no time like the present, he thought it
each
was time to present the present .
30 litre Ericaceous £3 each
8) A bass was painted on the head of the bass drum.
9) When shot at, the dove dove into the bushes.
70 litre ornamental bark £4.50
10) I did not object to the object.
33 litre Grow Bags £1.25
11) The insurance was invalid for the invalid.
12) There was a row among the oarsmen about how to
Why struggle with heavy bags, let Paul
row.
take the strain.
13) They were too close to the door to close it.
Contact Paul Attwell Tel 07906 018082. 14) The buck does funny things when the does are present.
Orders also taken by Angela at
15) A seamstress and a sewer fell down into a sewer.
Kingsdon Stores
16) To help with planting, the farmer taught his sow to
sow.
Visit Paul’s new shop ‘Bargain Basement’ 17) The wind was too strong to wind the sail.
in West Street, Somerton, next to
18) Upon seeing the tear in the painting, I shed a tear.
the railway bridge.
19) I had to subject the subject to a series of tests.
20) How can I intimate this to my most intimate friend?
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Kingsdon’s Good Friday
Walk in the Woods
The annual Good Friday walk in the
woods is on again this year courtesy of
David & Alison Hicks.
If you wish to participate, then meet up
the lane at 10.30 am on 2nd April. If
you are new to this event then just follow the crowd up the lane towards the
woods.
Stout walking shoes or wellies and good
outdoor clothing are prerequisites.
You may bring your dog but it MUST
be kept on a lead at all times.
Children MUST be accompanied by an
adult throughout the walk, but need not
be on a lead!
This is a charity event which relies on
donations; small eggs for hiding, hot X
buns and raffle prizes, so please give
generously. Items may be left at the
Kingsdon Stores or contact Babs on
01935 841811. All profits go to St Margaret’s Hospice
Babs Conway

All Saints’ Church Kingsdon

50/50 Auction
Kingsdon Village Hall,
Saturday 15th May at 2.00 pm
Bring along your unwanted antiques,
collectables, memorabilia or household
items that you have long wanted to
get rid of.
Items will be auctioned with the
proceeds split between the owners and
the Church funds.
There will also be a 50/50 fixed price
sale for good quality clothing.
Items to be auctioned or sold may be
brought to the Village Hall from 9.00
am onwards on 15 May.
Tea and coffee will be available
throughout.
Contact David Beswick on 840795 for
further information or assistance
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Residents of Somerton and Frome
Parliamentary Constituency
(including Wincanton, Bruton, Castle Cary, Langport, Martock, Milborne Port, Evercreech, Norton St
Philip, Templecombe, Coleford and Ilchester)

Come and ask your questions about climate
change and global issues to our candidates in the
General Election

Tuesday 27th April 2010

£1347

31/3/10

Hustings start time: 7.30pm at Caryford Hall
(next to Ansford School) Maggs Lane,
Ansford, Castle Cary, BA7 7JJ
Organised by the Castle Cary Christian Aid and Use Less - Share
More groups on behalf of the Ask the Climate Question coalition. Contact Elizabeth Perry on 01935 850326 for more information.

Quiz Prizes
Due to the unfortunate fire at the Kingsdon Inn who were very generously donating the £50 Kingsdon Inn vouchers, the first prize for the
Rainbow Quiz will now be a £50 voucher for the Halfway House at
Pitney.
The quiz sheets, costing £1, are available from the Kingsdon Stores,
the Halfway House and Wally at 4 Manor Close.

We distribute quality dried herbs & spices nationally via our
website at: www.thebestpossibletaste.co.uk.
Call at Innes House to buy at ‘friends and neighbours’ rates.
Herb/spice boxes: Web price 88p. Your price 60p
Spice'n'tice curry kits:
Web price £1.99. Your price £1.60
Web price £2.49. Your price £2.00
Other items 20% off web price.
Phone 01935 841120 (or call by) to get a full list of the herbs and
spices available from
Tim or Elaine Owen. Innes House, Lower Road, Kingsdon.
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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING MEETING HELD ON
THURSDAY MARCH 11th 2010 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.00PM
Present: Mr A Master s (Chair man); Mr s A Hicks; Messr s M Clode, R Hollaway, P Leahy, D. Mor r is
(Parish Councillors); Mr J Calvert (District Councillor); Mr J Zouche (County Councillor); Mrs S Smith (Parish
Clerk) plus 10 Parishioners.
Planning Application No: 10/00396/FUL
Location: 7 Kingsdon, Somer ton, Somer set TA11 7LN.
Application: alter ations and er ection of a single stor ey extension and conser vator y (r evised application).
(GR 351787/126159).
Plans and details of the application had been displayed prior to the meeting. There was a small discussion.
Proposed by Mr M Clode that the application be appr oved.
Seconded by Mr R Hollaway.
The motion was carried
------Planning Application No: 10/00497/FUL
Location: The Old Coach House, Top Str eet, Kingsdon, Somer ton, Somer set TA11 7J U.
Application: Conver sion of par t of for mer r ector y to for m extension to dwelling house (r evised application). (GR 351520/126215).
Plans and details of the application had been displayed prior to the meeting. There was a small discussion.
Proposed by Mr M Close that the application be appr oved.
Seconded by Mr R Hollaway.
The motion was carried
The meeting ended at 7.15pm
------------------------------------------------------------------DRAFT MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
THURSDAY MARCH 11th 2010 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.15PM
Present: Mr A Master s (Chair man); Mr s A Hicks; Messr s M Clode, R Hollaway, P Leahy, D. Mor r is
(Parish Councillors); Mr J Calvert (District Councillor); Mr J Zouche (County Councillor); Mrs S Smith (Parish
Clerk) plus 10 Parishioners.
Apologies: - None
The Chairman said how sad it was that the Kingsdon Inn had suffered such a devastating fire and commented on
the loss to business, staff and village residents.
Minutes: The minutes of the pr evious meeting had been cir culated and r ead. They wer e appr oved and
signed.
Matters arising: Land owner ship: Mr P Leahy said he had been pur suing his quest to establish owner ship
of land with regard to hedgerow maintenance. He said some hedgerows had now been cut but it was still proving
difficult to establish the responsibility for maintenance of some hedges.
Busses: Mr P Leahy said ther e had been a meeting with r epr esentatives fr om the Fir st Bus Company and
Highways in order to secure a proper bus stop on the number 54 route between Somerton and Ilchester. The bus
does not have a requirement to stop near the Kingsdon junction. It was felt there was no safe location to place a
stop to service both sides of the road and it was clarified that the number 54 would not be rerouted through the
village.
Trees: Mr s A Hicks said she had finally categor ically established that the tr ees on Mow Bar ton Road belong to the Somerset County Council. A meeting with officials from the SCC including the Tree Officer, M D
Glover, of the new Park Farm development and members of Kingsdon Parish Council had taken place on site. Mr
Scribben said that while the council policy is to preserve trees unless they are sick or dangerous, he felt this site
did have some specific areas of concern and he would support Kingsdon Parish Council in taking up the offer of
Mr M D Glover to assist with a substantial replanting.
Mr J Zouche, County Councillor, said he had been looking into the matter on behalf of Kingsdon and it must be
remembered that the SCC would be interested in situations that might save them money.
There was discussion between Councillors and Parishioners about various aspects of the trees. Mr R Hollaway
said it would be good to know what replacement trees would be considered. Mr P Leahy said there had been no
written agreement from Mr M D Glover that he would cover the cost of replacement trees although he had verbally given his assurance on this.
Mr T Masters (Chairman) confirmed that a previous resolution concerning the trees had been passed in November
2009, and that decision, could not be rescinded for 6 months.
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Grit Boxes: Mr P Leahy explained the backgr ound to the bins. The council offer ed a for mal vote of thanks
to Cllr J Zouche for the £500 donation to help cover the cost of the bins which had been received.
Mr P Leahy said the money provided would cover the cost of 2 large and 2 small bins. He also reported that he
had walked the area with a representative from Highways and it was recommended that 5 bins would be better.
This would add around £240 to the cost. He also said there was as choice of two colours, yellow or green.
There was discussion over the size of the bins, volunteers coming forward to help spread the gravel when needed, and unnecessary street architecture.
Cllr J Zouche said the money provided came from his current community Budget which runs with the financial
year and if there was any money still remaining, he would try to cover the cost of the additional bin. However,
this would not be confirmed until the end of the financial year.
It was agreed that green bins would be best for Kingsdon.
Proposal: P Leahy proposed the purchase of 5 green grit bins for the village, seconded by Mrs A Hicks.
The motion was carried.
Parking in village: Mr M Clode said the police wer e taking another look at par king pr oblems in the village and there was the possibility that some drivers might be ticketed when severe problems were caused by inappropriate parking.
Cluster Meetings: Mr P Leahy r epor ted he had attended a Cluster Meeting. Cllr J Zouche also attended
this meeting. It was agreed the Council should attend future meetings as they were important re future development plans for the region. Mr P Leahy said the information received about the Cluster Meetings was full of jargon and complicated.
Other business.
Cricket pitch: Mr A Master s (Chair man) r epor ted that the Manor School was now sold. Two member s of
the Kingsdon Cricket Club, Mr I. Birrell (Chairman) and Mr B Carlisle were in attendance at the meeting. Mr
Carlisle distributed paperwork showing the allocation within the new Manor School development of a designated
area for Kingsdon Cricket Pitch and also the siting of a pavilion together with an overall outline plan. Cllr J Calvert checked detail on various access points into the area.
Playground inspection: A letter had been r eceived fr om SSDC offer ing an annual playgr ound inspection.
There was a fee for the inspection. Mr M Clode asked if our insurance covered an injury in the playground. Cllr
R Hollaway said he would talk to our insurers to determine the exact level of cover.
Mr P Leahy drew attention to the fact that Kingsdon Parish Council was holding money in a designated Children’s Fund to be spent on youth in the village.
Community Champion: A letter had been r eceived offer ing infor mation about Community Enter pr ises.
This covered support for villagers running their own enterprises. It was agreed action was only appropriate when
something specific was required.
Mowing and Strimming: A quote fr om Mr W Elliott had been r eceived for £750 to cover the gr ass cutting
on the village field. Mr R Holloway reported that Mr Elliott had purchased a new cutting machine. Mrs S Smith
(Parish Clerk) was asked to obtain a quote from Mr S Seal for the edges, walls and railings around the field.
Village Verges: Ther e was some discussion on the state of the ver ges ar ound the village and par ticular
problems were highlighted on the area on the western side of the allotments. A Parishioner said it would be preferable to plant trees instead of posts to prevent parking and this was agreed, although there would be a maintenance issue. There was some discussion over too much street side “furniture”. Mr P Leahy said he would update
Cllr J Zouche on the situation.
Vacancy on Council: Mr A Master s (Chair man) said Mr s A Saunder s had agr eed to step for war d as a
member of the Kingsdon Parish Council. She had said there might be an occasional conflict of dates with already
agreed commitments.
Proposal: Mr P Leahy pr oposed Mr s A Saunder s as a Kingsdon Par ish Councillor , seconded by Mr s A
Hicks.
The motion was carried.
Road closure: Cllr J Zouche said he had r eceived notification of a r oad closur e on the B3151 for five
nights between the 11th and 16th of April. Mrs S Smith (Parish Clerk) agreed to put up a notice on the village
notice boards to alert villagers.
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Correspondence: It was agr eed that the cir culation system for incoming cor r espondence was wor king well,
but not all matters needed to be discussed at council meetings. It was agreed that on the circulation form a space be
included so that Councillors could request the item be put on meeting agendas when thought necessary.
Financial overview: An over view showing the balance in each of the thr ee accounts associated with
Kingsdon Parish Council was distributed to Councillors.
Kingsdon Inn: Par ishioner and manager of the Kingsdon Inn Mr Algie Napier offer ed thanks on behalf of
everyone involved in the Kingsdon Inn to all the parishioners for their support and words of encouragement. He
said the pub would be rebuilt.
There being no other business, the meeting closed at 8.30pm

The next Parish Council Meeting - Thursday 8th April at 7pm in the Village Hall
Dog Owners
A large number of complaints have been received with regard to dogs being allowed to foul in public places within
our community. The Roads in question are:
Chapel Hill, Quarry Lane & Underwood Road
One of the most serious instances is in Chapel Hill, as this appears to be outside the school where children tend to
congregate and is a clear danger to the health of our young people. We view this as quite appalling and there can
surely be no excuse. Receptacles are provided and yet we have a minority who choose to ignore them.
I have therefore now asked the enforcement Officers to use everything at their disposal to ensure that the people
responsible are made accountable. This will take the form of extra patrols and the use of portable CCTV cameras
along with any reported instance by any of our residents. Anyone wishing to report any such instance may do so by
telephoning 01935 840293
Mel Clode
Kingsdon Parish Council

Planning Application received by South Somerset District Council
Application: 10/01033/FUL
Location: 31 Top Str eet, Kingsdon, Somer ton,Somer set,TA11 7J U
Proposal: Demolition of single stor ey str uctur e and the er ection of a two stor ey side extension to dwellinghouse (GR 351693/126286)

KINGSDON VILLAGE HALL
APPEAL

(Charity No 304570)
During the past year Miriam Arscott and Mike Overd resigned from the committee as they both moved away from
Kingsdon. Mike Overd had been on the committee for nine years, eight as Chairman. Martin Singleton, the Secretary, has indicated that after eleven years on the committee, ten as Secretary, he wishes to retire at the next AGM.
Mike Winsor has served as Treasurer for seven years, Ann Leahy, Jean Toole and Sir Donald all in excess of ten
years and Wally Elliott for three years.
With the Kingsdon Inn presently out of action, the Village Hall is needed in the community more than ever. The
secretary’s duties on the front page of February’s Kingsdon Chronicle may have looked daunting but as stated, the
jobs could be easily divided amongst the committee members. Tim Owen, who moved into Miriam Arscott’s
house, has volunteered to join and a village stalwart, who at present will remain nameless, has volunteered if necessary to be Bookings Secretary.
With a village population of around 350 there must be a few of you who can afford sometime to keep your excellent facility running. It is easy to sit back and expect someone else to come forward! It would be great to have more
volunteers than are needed. So please give it some thought and if you feel that you would be prepared to be either
the Chairman, Secretary or Bookings Secretary, please contact Martin Singleton on 01935 841162. There is no
qualifying period to have lived in the village! Martin Singleton will assist the new Secretary during the transition
period.
The Annual General Meeting of the committee will be held on Friday 28th May 2010 at 7.30pm in the
Village Hall.
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Kingsdon Information
All Saints Church

Priest in Charge
Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029 (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other
occasional services)
Assistant Priest
Curate
Revd Wendy Griffith Tel 01458 224087
Revd Bruce Faulkner Tel 01458 270902
Church Wardens
David Beswick. Tel 01935 840795
Norma Black Tel 01935 840727
Parochial Church Council
Secretary Sir Donald Limon Tel 01935 840450
Treasurer Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692
Tower Captain
Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344
Church Services for April
1st 7.30 pm Maundy Thursday Holy Communion (Benefice Service)
2nd 2 pm
Good Friday Service
4th 11 am
Easter Sunday Family Communion
11th 11 am
Holy Communion
18th 11 am
Holy Communion
6 pm Evensong
25th 10 am
Holy Communion (Benefice Service)
Church Rotas for April
Brass: Linda Beswick & Sheila Lor d
Flowers: fr om 4th (Easter) Norma Black

Kingsdon C of E Primary School
Kingsdon, Somerset, TA11 7JX
Tel: 01935 840406 Fax: 01935 841765
Email: office@kingsdon.somerset.sch.uk
Headteacher: Mrs Christine Dawson
Secretary: Mrs Carolyn Brannan
Chair of Compton Dundon and
Kingsdon Church of England
Primary School Federation
Alan Carnall. Tel: 01935 840692
PTFA
Joint Chair - Nina Abel and Karen Banks
Treasurer - Jayne Bartin
Secretary - Katie Campbell

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club
The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday
evenings (apart from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between
7.30pm and 9.30pm. If you are interested then please contact
Shirley or Martin Singleton on 841162 or just come along.

Kingsdon Village Hall
For all information and bookings contact: - Martin Singleton,
Mountsandel Lodge, Mow Barton Rd. Kingsdon. TA11 7LG
Tel. 01935 841162
Bookings for April
Tai Chi
Mondays 9.45am -11.45am (term time)
Kingsdon School
Mondays 1.45pm - 3.15pm (Term time)
Short Mat Bowls Club
Mondays 7pm - 9pm
Short Mat Bowls Club
Tuesdays 10am - 12 noon
Table Tennis Club
Tuesdays at 7.30pm (not 13th)
Yeovil Dist. Canine Soc. Wednesdays at 8pm
Art Club
Thursdays 10am-12 (term time)
Kingsdon Seniors Club
Yeovil
Dist.Canine
Soc.
Thursdays
8pm (not 8th)
The Seniors Club meet on the 2nd WednesKingsdon
Parish
Council
Thursday
8th
7pm
day of the month at 3pm in the Village Hall.
Tuesday 13th at 7.30pm
For information contact Club Secretary Mari- Kingsdon Ladies Club
Kingsdon Seniors Club
Wednesday 14th at 3pm
lyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon.
Practical Study Group
Wednesday 21st at 10am
Tel 01935 841444
email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk
Kingsdon Ladies Club
The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of
the month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
New members and visitors are always welcome. For information contact Club President
Lynne Davies, Holly House, Frog Lane,
Kingsdon. TA11 7LL Tel 01935 840660 or
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House,
Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11 7LB Tel 01935
840344

Kingsdon Cricket Club
Chairman: Ian Bir r ell, Water smeet, Huish Episcopi,
Langport TA10 9HE Tel 01458 250246
Secretary: Kathy J amison ‘Swallows’ 43 Kingsdon
Tel 01935 841049

The Kingsdon Chronicle - Editor: Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW
Tel 01935 841444, Mobile 07899 734049,
email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com
www.kingsdonchronicle.com
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