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Romance Blossoms in Kingsdon
It was the news we had all been waiting
for, and at last, we can report that on Sunday 2nd
December in the Chapter House at Wells Cathedral, Win proposed to Jenny, placing a diamond
engagement ring on her finger.
Jenny’s mum, Sheila, is said to be ecstatic with the
news and already planning the wedding trousseau.
No date has been set for the wedding
but you can rest assured it will be
announced in the Chronicle as soon
as the decision has been made.

A Christmas Message from the Editor

When the 1st Edition of the Kingsdon Chronicle was published on
1st October I envisaged a copy every couple of months; and now, 7
weeks later and we are into the 4th Edition, which to any clear thinking person indicates it has been more successful than could ever
have been imagined.
I think it would be fair to say that November / December would always be a time of the year when a newsletter such as this would
have a greater call for copy space than the rest of the year. But
whenever there is enough village news to print then this will dictate
the frequency of publication, finance permitting.
How does one measure success? For me,
the extremely positive feedback from so
many people has been my yardstick, and
thereby my incentive to carry on with the
Chronicle to the best of my ability.
I now ask for help. I have had a very good
response from residents asking for Christmas greetings to be published along with a
few birthday greetings. But it would be
even nicer if more substantial articles written by you, the residents of Kingsdon
were forthcoming for publication. Ok I
hear you say, just what does he expect us
to write about? The answer to that is anything that may be of interest to some or all
of us. In the last edition I did an article on
Tom & Ethel would like to wish all their
Mary Whitehead which I hope was of infriends a Very Merry Christmas and
terest. There are lots of people with
a Happy New Year.
Kingsdon connections who like Mary have
and send their thanks for all the
a tale to tell.
kindness shown to both of them
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over the last few weeks.
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What else would I like people to submit. How about that old bike in the garage, why not try and sell it? We
can take a photograph and it can be included in the ‘For Sale’ section.
Please can I have from those people running clubs etc your Diary of Events, also announcements, family or
otherwise and I would also welcome articles from our younger generation. Short stories and poems plus the
authors photo for the Children's Section, we all love to see our work in print.
The last edition was printed using the new laser printer. The speed of printing is quite amazing compared
with my old inkjet printers, despite its cost of £192 I am sure it is a good investment and will serve us well.
As with all good things, it has its downside and that is the cost of the ink / toner cartridges which sell at just
under £60. I am trying to refill them myself. If successful, it will save us a lot of money. Any donations
towards the cost of the printer and publication would be very much appreciated. (Cheques payable to:
Kingsdon Golden Jubilee Fund). I will from time to time publish how we stand financially but I do not propose to print the names of individual benefactors, however should anyone wish to see the full accounts, then
this can be arranged.

Happy Christmas everyone

Wally Elliott 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somerton. TA11 7LW - Tel 01935 841444
Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com

Sam, Harvey & Kirsty
Send Christmas Greetings
to all their friends
In Kingsdon

Kingsdon Parish Council

The next meeting of our council will be on Thursday 10th January at 7pm in the village hall. Everyone is
welcome and there will be an opportunity for residents to address the council on any matter they wish.

Defibrillators

As you may have read in the last edition of the Chronicle I outlined how defibrillators had been installed in
prominent places around the Chew Valley and asked for people’s opinions as to what they thought about
having a similar set up for Kingsdon. There has been a favourable response and therefore I have looked further into the hows and wherefores. I have received a message from Sue Stilwell, secretary to Clive Setter of
Setter & Lee Estate Agents. Sue helped Clive with the design and implementation of the Chew Valley Defibrillator Project. In her message she says: “We noticed the Defibrillators article in the Christmas edition of
The Kingsdon Chronicle and the possibility of the villagers raising funds for a defibrillator. If you decide to
proceed with this project, we can help advise you on the most cost-effective way of delivering the project. Our Chew Valley project took us about a year, mainly because we had a few false starts in terms of the
design and contents of the cabinets in order to make them weatherproof and secure. Also we developed the
cabinet to include a light that comes on when the door is opened and a froststat which automatically kicks in
when the outside temperature falls below a certain point. We can provide you with advice on all of these
problems and the cheapest way of overcoming them. We also have a demonstrator defibrillator in the office which we would happily show you if it helps get your project off the ground. Please do not hesitate
to contact us should you wish to discuss the above.”
I have contacted Sue Stilwell and she has kindly arranged for Clive Setter to come down from Chew Magna
with the demonstrator defibrillator and address the next Parish Council meeting on 10th January and answer
any queries we may have, of which I am sure there will be many!
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Buffalo Gals Country String Band

A near full house at the Kingsdon Village Hall was treated to a feast of fiddle
and banjo led tunes and song. Buffalo
Gals revel in the lonesome sound of the
South Appalachian Mountains and provided a delightful musical and visual
experience driven by all the spirit and
energy of the time honoured American
country string band tradition. Led by
Kate Lissauer, a champion American
fiddler and dynamic singer, they mixed
ballads, blues and spirituals with soaring
harmonies and dazzling displays of percussion step-dancing.

Message from The Kingsdon Inn - Burgundy Night?

One of our wine shippers has offered to come along to the Kingsdon and arrange a wine tasting of wines
from the Burgundy region towards the end of January. It is therefore proposed that if there is enough support we would hold a set
It’s winter now, cold and dinner on that evening around the £20 to £25 mark including a
wet
different wine per course which the shipper would talk about briefBut I don’t mind, I’m a
ly. They would also bring along other wines for us to try. So it
canine pet
could end up to be a very boozy evening.’
As we have not done anything like this before, we would just like to
My owner has turned off the telly
find out from people if there is an interest and try to keep it ‘in
Oh goody, look here come the wellies
house’ e.g. mainly for the residents of Kingsdon and their friends.
So what do you think?
Out comes the lead and “time for walkies? We would welcome any suggestions you may have on this possiI’ll spin around and do my talkies
ble evening or any other event you would like us to put on.
Martin, Linda and all the staff at the Kingsdon Inn wish you all a
Poo bags in pocket, yes we know
Very Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy and Prosperous New
Open the door and off we go
Year
enquiries @kingsdoninn.co.uk
www.kingsdoninn.co.uk
Walking down the lanes with glee
I’d better wait to have that pee
My owner will pick up my poo
That’s what doggie owners should do
Its raining cats and dogs, I can laugh
When I get home its ‘in the bath’
After this its tea time mum
Boy oh boy did we have some fun.
Snuggled down in my bed
Nighty night sweet dreams ahead.
Please be a responsible dog owner and clear
up after your dog,
sweet dreams.
from me and the local
dog warden

Neighbourhood Watch

There have been a number of thefts of heating oil from domestic
tanks throughout the Chard-Crewkerne-Somerton and Wincanton
policing areas. Please review your security on oil tanks and report
any suspicious activity immediately to the Police........

Christmas Refuse & Recycling Collections
For Kingsdon
Monday 24th December - No Change
Friday 28th December - will be on Sunday 30th December
Monday 31st December - No Change
Up to 2 sacks of extra refuse will be accepted on collections after
Christmas up to 7 January 2008.
For more information please contact 01935 462462 or log onto
Recycle Somerset

Kingsdon Rainfall for November - 2.77” / 70.358mm
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Kingsdon Seniors Club Christmas Lunch
Club Co-Chairman, Sir Donald Limon welcomed 35 members of the club to the Kingsdon Inn for their annual
Christmas lunch. It was particularly pleasing to see some old faces. Club President Betty Hawes was making
one of her rare trips out from Castle House Nursing Home at Keinton Mandeville. Her taxi came at 2.15pm to
collect her. She would have liked to have stayed longer but we didn’t want to incur the wrath of Jenny
Scanlon who had sent instruction as to how Betty’s wheel chair operated! Edna Benjamin looking very happy to be spending time with old friends in Kingsdon since her move to Somerton as was John & Liz Bradley
making their first visit for some time since their move to Compton Dundon. I think all agreed that this year
the meal and service at The Kingsdon Inn had been excellent.
Betty had been so insistent
on coming to the lunch, It
gave me great pleasure in
fulfilling her Christmas
wish

Edna enjoying her prawn
cocktail. I knew I should
have said ‘Say cheese’

At the
next meeting of Kingsdon Seniors Club on Wednesday 9th January at 3pm we will be honoured to have as our guest,
the world renowned portrait painter, June Mendoza.

June Mendoza AO.OBE.RP.ROI.HonSWA is a member of the Royal Society of
Portrait Painters, amongst other art societies. She is one of the world's foremost portrait painters. She undertakes commissions for portrait painting on a wide range of
subjects, examples of which are displayed on the Internet. Her commissioned work
includes a number of portraits of the Queen and members of the Royal family, foreign dignitaries and a wide range of portraits of personalities from the Arts, Music,
Government, Business and the professions. Her commissioned Group portraits include the House of Commons, showing Donald at work, the Australian House of
Representatives, City Guilds and Boards of many companies and institutions. .

Chelsea Pensioners Jack, Sam, Frank,
Michael and Joe.
This is one of my
favourite works of
June Mendoza
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Kingsdon Primary School Christmas Fayre
To all the Villagers of Kingsdon,
Just a quick note to
Thank you all
For supporting the Kingsdon Primary School Christmas Fayre –
We couldn’t do it without your support and I am delighted to say we have
raised a staggering amount of over £1000. Raffle tickets are still on sale
which is why we don’t have a final figure. The Raffle for those of you
who have bought tickets will be on Fri 14th Dec at the school play.
Once again Many thanks and a Merry Christmas to you all.
Kind regards
Heather Stride (Chairperson Kingsdon PTFA)

All Saints Church, Kingsdon
Advent Sunday

Advent (from the Latin word adventus, meaning
"coming") is a season of the Christian Church,
the period of expectant waiting and preparation
for the celebration of the Nativity of Christ,
The first advent candle is lit plus smaller candles
for the children to carry the light as they all sing
‘Jesus bids us shine’

Stir up all the goods and kind deeds and see
what we make with the help of Kingsdon’s own
Mrs Beeton - Guess who!

Many
dis-

churches
play
wreaths
during Advent, with one candle representing
each of the four Sundays preceding Christmas.

The Lord’s Larder

On behalf of the Lord’s Larder I would like to thank all the people who donated money
and food to this charity. We supply the food donated to the needy for the relief of poverty and hardship in Yeovil
and the immediate area.. You have donated 150 items of food, 15 Xmas puddings and soft drinks, some of which
were bought with the money donated. Our thanks to Joyce and Norma for their co-ordination of the appeal in
Kingsdon. God Bless you all and have a Happy Christmas David Black
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The Night Before Christmas performed by Kingsdon C of E Primary School
The Cast
Children
Henry

Cameron Partridge

Rose

Ros Arathon

Victoria

Rebecca Petitt

Thomas

James Thomas

Toys
Jack-in-the-Box

Emily Young

Robot

Nathan Partridge

Ballerina Doll

Elly Marlor

Rag Doll

Sarah Carnall

Turtle

Matthew Hammond

Policeman

Luke Thompson

Spaceman

Luis Vine

Mice
Mack

Thomas Overd

Mona

Hetta Campbell

Milly

Frankie Stride

Molly

Polly Johnson

Martha

Anna Hughes

Meg

Rebecca Turner

Snowman

Hollie Simpson

St Nicholas

Nathan Bartin

Snowflake
Dancers

Olivia Kennington
Yasmin Ashplant
Harleigh Simpson
Maddie Frost
Sophie Overd
Freya Hopkins

Reindeer

Christian Stride
Mark Bartin
Rufus Balhetchet
Jacob Andrews

A packed village hall with standing room only were treated to a superb performance by all 30 children of Kingsdon Primary School in their
performance of ‘The Night before Christmas’
The raffle carried over from the Christmas Fayre made over £400
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Ho Ho Ho page
Kingsdon
Photo
Quiz

The quiz sheets
are still available at the Post
Office for £1.
55 have been
sold to date.
So this Russian couple were walking through Red Square in Moscow one evening when the man felt something
hit his nose and he said to the woman "That felt like rain”! and she replied," No! Felt more like snow!" but the
man was adamant and said “No I AM SURE it was rain”!
Well a heated argument was about to take place when the couple spotted a Junior Communist Party Official coming their way. And the man says “Let us find out what the Official Red Communist says it was Comrade
Rudolph, was that rain or snow I just felt”?
And the Communist Official very adroitly said "It was rain!"
And the old woman says under her breath "I still think it was snow!"
And the old man says "But never forget
this.....
Rudolph the Red Knows Rain Dear!"

REMEMBER THIS AT CHRISTMAS TIME

According to the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, while both male and female reindeer grow antlers in the
summer each year, male reindeer drop their antlers at the beginning of winter, usually late November to midDecember. Female reindeer retain their antlers until after they give birth in the spring. Therefore, according to
EVERY historical rendition depicting Santa's reindeer, EVERY single one of them, from Rudolph to Blitzen, had
to be a girl. We should've known... ONLY women would be able to drag a fat man in a red velvet suit all around
the world in one night and not get lost!!!!
This was inserted at the request of my wife!!

Nice one Harry,
and how are you
going to explain
this to the kids

A little bird tells me:

That Guy Osborne is buying Christine a wee poopa scoop for Christmas!

Little Known Christmas Fact

Not long ago and far away, Santa was getting ready for his annual trip...but there were problems everywhere.
Four of his elves were sick, and the trainee elves did not produce the toys as fast as the regular ones. So Santa was
beginning to feel the pressure of being behind schedule.
Then Mrs. Claus told Santa that her mom was coming to visit. This stressed Santa even more. When he went to
harness the reindeer, he found that three of them were about to give birth and two had jumped the fence and were
out, heaven knows where. More Stress. Then when he began to load the sleigh, one of the boards cracked and the
toy bag fell to the ground and scattered the toys. So, frustrated, Santa went into the house for a cup of coffee and a
shot of whiskey. When he went to the cupboard, he found the elves had hidden the liquor and there was nothing to
drink. In his frustration, he dropped the coffee pot and it broke into hundreds of little pieces all over the kitchen
floor.
He went to get the broom and found that mice had eaten the straw it was made from.
Just then the doorbell rang and Santa cussed on his way to the door. He opened the door and there was a little angel with a great big Christmas tree. The angel said: "Where would you like me to put this tree Santa?"
And that, my friends, is how the little angel came to be on top of the Christmas tree.
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Crime at the Inn

Christmas Lights
Full marks to Patrick Leahy who once again has
adorned the willow tree at the top of his garden with
an excellent display of Christmas lights.
I’m sure he does this for the benefit of his neighbours as the only way he and Ann can see the display is by standing on top of the wardrobe in their
bedroom!
(Alex Davidson)

Coloured lights in black and white!!!!!!!

Wesley Smith
has a new girl in
his life by the
name of Sky.
She has already
become quite
accustomed to
visiting the Inn!

A

very
distraught Linda our landlady, seen here at the scene of the crime,
was nigh in tears after discovering that her Harrods Teddy Bear
called (he who shall not be named), and was intended as a prize
in this year’s Christmas Draw, had been taken from it’s display
position on the bar. When interviewed by our crime reporter,
she said the suspects were seen close to where it was stolen from
last Saturday evening, but they were not locals.
That’s Algy in the clear then!
Linda is offering a reward of a Picnic Hamper for the Teddy Bears Picnic of course!!

The last Christmas Cakes at the Manor?

Poopa scoop
wanted?

Indulge yourself this Christmas

at The Kingsdon Inn

It may be the last time that Marilyn Elliott is able to display the
Christmas Cakes made and decorated by the Boys of Kingsdon
Manor School.
She started supervising the cake making some 18 years ago, during which time an awful lot of marzipan and icing has been used
in their production. Rumour has it there may have also been
some sherry used in the making, but this is not talked about in
public!

