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Donald & Joyce

And the Grinch, with his Grinch-feet ice cold in the snow,
stood puzzling and puzzling, how could it be so?
It came without ribbons. It came without tags.
It came without packages, boxes or bags.
And he puzzled and puzzled 'till his puzzler was sore.
Then the Grinch thought of something he hadn't before.
What if Christmas, he thought, doesn't come from a store.
What if Christmas, perhaps, means a little bit more.

Send a Christmas Greeting to
all their friends in Kingsdon.
Wishing you the joy of the season
in your homes and the wonder
of the nativity in your hearts.

Michael & Jean Frost - Lytes Cary
Watch where you step.
Watch where you go.
You may end up under the mistletoe!

Happy Christmas to all
our
Kingsdon friends
Good health and every blessing
in the New Year.
"Hark the Herald Angels sing
Glory to the New Born King

WARNING - There will be a 2 minute firework display at midnight on New Years Eve
at The Kingsdon Inn

David & Linda Beswick wish all their
friends in Kingsdon a Very Merry
Christmas and a Happy New Year

Douglas & Leslie send a wish to
all their friends in Kingsdon….
...May Peace be your gift at
Christmas and your blessing all
year through!

Glenn & Kathie
send seasons greeting
to all their friends in
Kingsdon.
Wishing you all a

Beth Waller
wishes all her friends in
Kingsdon a Very Merry
Christmas and a Happy
and Healthy New Year
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Shirley and Martin Singleton wish their friends in
Kingsdon a Very Happy Christmas.
Instead of cards they will be sending a
donation to the Langdale & Ambleside Mountain

David, Norma, Leone & Joshua wish
all their friends in Kingsdon a Christmas filled with Happiness and a
Healthy and Prosperous New Year

wishes all her friends
and residents in Kingsdon
a most Enjoyable Christmas
and a very Happy and

Andy & Lynn Attwell send seasons greeting
to all their friends
in Kingsdon, wishing you
all a Very Merry Christmas
and a
Happy New Year
No cards but donation to the
Air
Ambulance

Linda & Goff
Wish all their friends in
Kingsdon
a Very Merry Christmas
and a
Happy & Healthy 2010
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Pauline Clarke sends wishes to
all her friends in Kingsdon for a
Happy Peaceful Christmas and
a Healthy and Wealthy New
Year

Edna Gordon wishes all
friends and other
residents of Kingsdon
a
Cheerful
Christmas and a Happy
New Year
Margaret Close wishes all her
neighbours and friends in
Kingsdon
a Very Merry Christmas and a

Richard & Angela send Christmas Greetings to all their
Customers, wishing you all a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year

Opening Times this Christmas and New Year
Christmas Eve till 4pm
Christmas Day - Closed
Boxing Day - 4am - 12.30pm
Sunday 27th - 4am 12.30pm
Monday 28th - 4am - 12.30pm
New Years Day - 4am - 12.30pm
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Robin, Denise & Simon Attwell send best wishes to all
in Kingsdon for a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy

Richard & Cathy Hollaway
wish all friends in Kingsdon
a Very Happy
Christmas and New Year

Brian & Bridget
send seasons
greetings
to all their
friends
in Kingsdon

The Overd Family
wish
everyone a very Happy Christmas and Felice Anno Nuovo.

Win & Jenny
send their love and best
wishes for a happy
Christmas to all their
friends in Kingsdon
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Kirsty, Sam & Harvey send Christmas
greetings to all their friends in Kingsdon

The Lords Larder Appeal
Norma, David & Joyce send a big
thank you to all who donated food
and monies, enabling us to help
those in need in the Yeovil area this
Christmas.

CHRISTMAS PRESENTS
by Peter Crowter

One of the first Christmas presents I remember receiving was during the war when we lived with the
Parkers at 32 Kingsdon. Toys were hard to come by then and my mother managed to buy a large
second-hand set of Mini-Bricks. What on earth were they you may well ask? Well, they were the
fore-runner of Lego and may well have been the inspiration for Mr Lego’s success story. They were
rubber bricks about the same size as Lego just having 2 holes in the top and 2 nibs on the bottom and
so were far less versatile. You could only build simple houses with them though there were roofs,
doors and windows. Being second-hand mother washed them in Dettol before they appeared in my
pillow case on Christmas morning and they provided my sister and I with hours of fun on cold winter
days.
I guess one of my most memorable Christmas present came along a few years later in the late 40’s
and that was a pair of roller skates. They were metal of course (no plastic in those days) with ballbearing wheels. There were 2 metal clamps on the front that were tightened with a key to clamp onto
the sole of you shoe shortening the life of the shoe and mother’s temper. My skates were probably
the best Christmas present ever and I practically wore them in bed.
Brian Miller (who lived in the cottage below the church) was also a keen roller skater and his nerve
was greater than mine. One day he decided to start off up above the old village pound, skate down
the road, bear right at the triangular allotments (probably houses now) and of course, by the time he
reached the cross roads by the old Manse he would be doing a fair lick. I think his idea then was either to turn right towards the shop or go straight over and stop himself on the grass verge, depending
on what speed he was doing at the time. He left a small boy (I have forgotten who) to make sure it
was safe for him to whizz over the Manse cross roads. As he approached the crossing the little boy
jumped out into the middle of the road frantically waving his hands. Brian swerved to left and dived
into the allotment hedge. He emerged with a few bruises and scratches but there was no sign of an
approaching car. “Why did you stop me?” he asked. The little boy pointed up the road where farmer
Gaylard was driving a pig along the road still 50 yards away.
The village roads were fairly rough for the small metal skate wheels so believe it or not, we used to
skate on the much smoother surface of Red Post cross roads which in those days was a straight crossing. Even more unbelievable, we used to sometimes skate on Podymore cross-roads which was then
a staggered crossing like Red Post is today. I don’t think we could have skated all the way out
there , we must have taken our skates on our bikes. It just shows how little traffic there was on those
main roads in the forties.
Well, Lego has been developed from Mini-Bricks and roller-blades from roller-skates so you could
say that 60+ years later, 2 of my best ever Christmas presents (with some modifications) are going to
turn up in some kid’s stockings in 2009.
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The Value of Old Age

To all my friends who sent best
wishes for a happy & prosperous
New Year for 2009, it didn’t work!
For 2010 could you please send
either money or whisky
Cheers
Ed.!!

Remember, old folk are worth a fortune with silver hair, gold teeth,
stones in their kidneys and gas in their stomachs.
I have become a little older since I spoke to you last. Changes have
come in my life; I am quite a frivolous girl - I’m seeing five gentlemen
each day! As soon as I wake up, Will Power helps me out of bed.
Then I go to visit Lou. Next it is time for Mr Quaker, who gives me
my oats. They leave and Arthur Ritus shows up and stays for the rest
of the day. He doesn’t stay in one place for very long, so he takes me
from joint to joint. After such a busy day, I am ready for bed with
Johnny Walker. What a life! ‘Oh yes, and I’m flirting with Al Zimmer!
The Vicar came the other day and said; “At your age you should be
thinking of the hereafter!” I told him; ‘Oh I do! No matter whether I’m
in the lounge or upstairs, or in the kitchen or shop, I ask myself; “Now
what am I here after?”.
A Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all Kingsdon
residents and to all those we have known over the Years.

Colin, Pete & Geoff Thresh

Kingsdon C of E Primary School Christmas Play

Star of Wonder

(Photographs courtesy of Mike Overd)
Cast List

The Children:
Roy
Andrew
Dawn
Farah
Owen
David
Louise
Bethan
Ivor
Gwen
Llewelyn

Sam
Christian
Eleanor
Emily
Oscar
Mark
Hollie
Harleigh
Matthew
Yasmin
Luis

Narrator

Thomas

Sergeant Potts
PC Pans
Astronomer

Nathan
Kieran
Rufus

Mum

Hetta

Santa
Elves

Luke
Sopie
Jasmine

Angel Gabriel
Angels

Amelia
Rebecca
Bryoni

Mary
Joseph
Shepherds

Kings

Clara
James
Bryon
Felix
Sebastian
Jordan
Harvey
Anna
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Kingsdon
All Saints Church

Christingle Service
Sunday
7th February 2010
at
11a.m.
Welcome to Kingsdon
A warm welcome to Kingsdon goes to John and Sue Wrigglesworth who have moved to Ridge House, Frog
Lane, Kingsdon from Higher Chillington, near Windwhistle.
John, having worked in sales for twenty years, recently decided to start his own business, working as a distributor to the electronic manufacturing market. John and Sue are
keen hot air balloonists, a sport that has taken them to many
countries, recently they have flown in Thailand, Malaysia and
USA. As he already had a balloon with the logo ‘Brody’ decided
to name his business Brody Ltd. When he was not ballooning
John decided to take up Paragliding as a means of getting into
the sky on windy days. He is now a club pilot and has his own
paraglider and loves to spend his time soaring along the Somerset and Dorset ridges and coastline
Sue is with the conference team at Dillington House.
They have two boys, one living in Yeovil and the other in Christchurch, New Zealand.
This Christmas they will be in the Alps indulging in their other
love of Skiing. Wally

An expensive wheel chair

About three months ago a lady, on her way home to Compton Dundon from Yeovil, stopped off in Somerton
to do a quick shop and happened to see a card advertising a wheel chair for sale. It was just what she wanted
for her mum. Arrangements were made to see the wheel chair, and with her husband, she came to Kingsdon.
As they entered the village, a place they hadn’t visited before, they were struck by its beauty. When they
arrived at the house, where the wheel chair was for sale, they were amazed to see that the said house was for
sale. It was just what they had been looking for, for a long time. The perfect house in a perfect setting.
Three months later Duncan, Lynn and Harry Moore with Lynn's mother Blanche and their 4 cats had moved
into “Lapford” in Kingsdon complete with the wheelchair.
Both Duncan and Lynn work in I.T. Duncan is a consultant in project management. Lynn works in I.T. for
Screwfix in Yeovil.
Their spare time is taken up being pool side with stop watches as their son Harry, 12, a student at Millfield,
goes through his swimming training. Harry is in the pool 3 mornings a week starting at 6am.
Duncan’s other interest is his Harley Davidson motorcycle which, when all the cardboard boxes have been
sorted and cleared away will give him space to for it.
Lynn’s mother Blanche prefers to be called ‘Bubbles’ I think it suits her as it reflects her personality. Bubbles has a love for sewing. There is a picture on the wall of her lounge which is an example of her expertise
at needlepoint.
We wish them all happiness in their new home. Wally
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Kingsdon Seniors Club
Christmas Lunch

Club C0-Chairman Sir Donald Limon welcomed 35 members of the club to The Kingsdon Inn for this year’s
annual Christmas lunch. It was nice to see Club President Betty Hawes had been able to attend with Edna Benjamin from Castle House Nursing Home at Keinton Mandeville. I think all agreed that that the meal and service
was up to the usual high
standard of the Inn.
The next meeting is the
Christmas tea on 13th January with a talk by
Alan McGowan on ‘HMS
Warrior’
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KINGSDON CRICKET CLUB
Present a

Christmas Quiz
For the whole family

7.30pm Sunday 27th December
at
The Kingsdon Inn
A chance to escape the
turkey carcass, the TV repeats and
get the old grey matter working !
A non turkey curry will be served
during the interval!
(or cheese & biscuits if booked in advance|)

Teams of about 4
(more or less doesn’t matter)

Entrance to the Quiz and Supper
£6 per person
To book your table or for more information,
phone Wally the Quiz Master - 01935 841444
Bookings are not essential

Page 12

Kingsdon’s Diamond Jubilee Celebration Fund
The Kingsdon Christmas Picture Quiz
This year the Christmas Quiz is entitled ‘The Roof Tops of Kingsdon’. It is designed to test your powers
of observation, whilst having a leisurely walk around the village, perhaps after your Christmas Dinner and
too much Pudding. All you have to do is identify the buildings and their address. All pictures were taken
from the public highways / footpaths within the village. (Not the main road). An example:- You will be
given a picture (1) below, and as you walk around you should be able to identify it as coming from the front
gable of Langlands Farm - easy! It is possible there is more than one picture from the same address.
There are some interesting roof tops in Kingsdon!!
The Picture Quiz sheets are available from the Kingsdon Stores and the Kingsdon Inn as well as from 4
Manor Close. Entries to be returned to 4 Manor Close by 4th January.
Kingsdon’s Diamond
All correct entries will be entered into a
draw for the First Prize of a £25
1
Jubilee Celebration
Kingsdon Stores voucher.
Fund
For only £1 per quiz sheet just think
how many pounds you could walk off

All proceeds
to the
Kingsdon
Diamond Jubilee
Celebration Fund.

£1,014

1/9/09

The Towns & Cities Quiz is still going strong, with
many customers at
the Kingsdon Inn
buying the quiz for
entertainment whilst waiting for their meals. 2 customers have taken the
quiz home and photocopied it for their friends and then sending cheques
for the copies printed.
To date 218 copies have been sold.
~
I picked up the last Quiz sheet in the Kingsdon Inn yesterday, please
may I have your permission to photocopy the sheets to pass to various
interested friends. I would like 5 copies and will send you a cheque for
the necessary. As I live in Swindon I shall not be in your village for
some time to come!
Sincerely, Rosemary Stanbury
~
Hi there!
I'm really enjoying this quiz. it's very clever.
Kind regards Polly Helliar
~
Enclosed please find my completed quiz which kept me quiet for ages - a
really good quiz. When I was in the pub I bought 5 copies for friends,
but when we all started talking about the questions I got asked for more
copies. I photocopied 6 copies - cheque enclosed.
Kind regards, Dianne Parkin (Peterborough)
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The Rugby World Cup comes to Kingsdon
No, Kingsdon hasn’t won a trophy, nor has Algy, our
pub landlord (seen here holding the cup).
The Webb Ellis Cup was on its way back from South
Africa to its home in Dublin as part of a hand back ceremony marking the halfway point between Rugby World
Cup 2007 and 2011.
During its time in South Africa it visited over 200
schools and 300 clubs and was even used in the forthcoming Hollywood Film ‘Invictus’, where Nelson Mandela (Morgan Freeman) and Francois Pienaar (Matt Damon) shared the iconic Cup presentation moment that
brought together the Rainbow Nation in 1995.
The Cup was produced in the 1800s and began life as a
punch bowl in a stately home. It was selected prior to
the first Rugby World Cup in 1987 from the Queen's
Jewellers Garrards in London.
Aside from the Kingsdon Inn, the coveted Cup has accompanied Dominic Rumbles to Morocco, Russia and
New Zealand amongst
other destinations.
Dominic is the International Rugby Board’s
Head of Communications.
His parents, Goff & Linda
live at Gardiners Cottage,
Kingsdon.

All Blacks Captain
the Kingsdon Inn

at

Another surprise visitor to the Kingsdon Inn
for dinner on Tuesday 8th December was New
Zealand All Blacks captain Richie McCaw,
seen here with Kingsdon Inn staff member
Pippa Davey.
‘Richie’ as he is widely known, is a key figure
for the All Blacks and is generally recognised
as the world’s best openside flanker.
He became the first man to win the International Rugby Board Player of the Year award
twice after being announced as the 2009 winner. The 28-year-old flanker previously won it
in 2006.
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Christmas Humour!!!
A man in Scotland calls his son in London the day before
Christmas Eve and says, “I hate to ruin your day but I have
to tell you that your mother and I are divorcing; fortyfive years of misery is enough.”
'Dad, what are you talking about?' the son screams.
“We can't stand the sight of each other any longer” the
father says. “We're sick of each other and I'm sick of
talking about this, so you call your sister in Leeds and tell
her.”
Frantically, the son calls his sister, who explodes on the
phone. “Like hell they’re getting divorced!” she shouts,
“I'll take care of this!”
She calls Scotland immediately, and screams at her father
“You are NOT getting divorced. Don't do a single thing
until I get there. I'm calling my brother back, and we'll
both be there tomorrow. Until then, don't do a thing, DO
YOU HEAR ME?” and hangs up.

Father Christmas' sledge broke down on Christmas Eve.
He flagged down a passing motorist and asked, 'Can
you help me fix my sledge?'
'Sorry,' the motorist replied. 'I'm not a mechanic - I'm a
chiropodist.'
'Well, can you give me a toe?'
I remember when Father Christmas first passed his
sleigh-driving test. He came skidding down in front of
the toy factory.’ Have you passed?' I asked.
Father Christmas pointed proudly to the front of the
sleigh. 'See for yourself!' he called proudly.
'No-el plates!'

It’s not my fault! I said do you
want the Kit Kat or Penguin?

The old man hangs up his phone and turns to his wife.
'Sorted! They’re coming for Christmas - and they're paying their own way.'

There was a little old lady, who every morning stepped
onto her front porch, raised her arms to the sky, and shouted: "PRAISE THE LORD!"
One day an atheist moved into the house next door. He
became irritated at the little old lady. Every morning he'd
step onto his front porch after her and yell: "THERE IS
NO LORD!"
Time passed with the two of them carrying on this way
every day.
One morning, just before Christmas, the little old lady
stepped onto her front porch and shouted: "PRAISE THE
LORD! Please Lord, I have no food and I am starving,
provide for me this Christmas, oh Lord!
The next morning she stepped out onto her porch and there
were two huge bags of groceries sitting there. "PRAISE
THE LORD!" she cried out."HE HAS PROVIDED
CHRISTMAS GROCERIES FOR ME!"
The atheist neighbour jumped out of the hedges and shouted: "HA! HA! THERE IS NO LORD I BOUGHT THOSE
GROCERIES!!"

It was the day after Christmas at a church in San Francisco. The pastor of the church was looking over the
cradle when he noticed that the baby Jesus was missing
from among the figures. Immediately he turned and
went outside and saw a little boy with a red wagon, and
in the wagon was the figure of the little infant, Jesus.
So he walked up to the boy and said,
"Well, where did you get Him, my fine friend?"
The little boy replied, "I got him from the church."
"And why did you take him?"
The little old lady threw her arms into the air and shouted: The boy said,
"PRAISE THE LORD! HE HAS PROVIDED ME WITH "Well, about a week before Christmas I prayed to the
GROCERIES THIS CHRISTMAS AND MADE THE
little Lord Jesus and I told him if he would bring me a
DEVIL PAY FOR THEM!
red wagon for Christmas I would give him a ride around
the block in it."

And one for the new year - EU Directive No. 456179

In order to meet the conditions for joining the Single European currency, all citizens of the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland must be made aware that the phrase 'Spending a Penny' is not to be used after 31st December 2009.
From this date, the correct terminology will be: 'Euronating' . Thank you for your co-operation.
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Burns Night at The Kingsdon Inn
Monday 25th January
A traditional Burns Night menu will be served
Bookings will be taken from 2nd January
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We distribute quality dried herbs &
spices nationally via our website at:
www.thebestpossibletaste.co.uk.
Call at Innes House to buy at our ‘friends
and neighbours’ rates.
Herb/spice boxes: Web price 88p. Your price 60p
Spice'n'tice curry kits:
Web price £1.99. Your price £1.60
Web price £2.49. Your price £2.00
Other items 20% off web price.
Phone 01935 841120 (or call by) to get a
full list of the herbs and spices available from
Tim or Elaine Owen.
Innes House, Lower Road, Kingsdon.

Recycling and Waste Collection dates for December / January
Wheelie Bin Refuse Collection Days
Tuesday 22nd December then Tuesdays 5th January & 19th January

Recycling and Food Waste collections

Every Tuesdays as normal except for Tuesday 29th December, which will be collected one day later
on Wednesday 30th December.
I would also stress the importance of having waste and recycling/food waste placed out by 0700 on collection day
(or the evening prior), as quite often during this period there are relief crew members on the rounds and so the
round may be done in a different order which residents may be used to.
Please note that there will be no garden waste collections during the Christmas or New Year weeks.
Please recycle your Christmas trees at the Household Waste Recycling Centre in Somerton.
Glossy wrapping paper can be made of plastic or foil, or have these stuck to it, and therefore cannot be recycled
with the paper in your kerbside collection box.
The Household Waste Recycling Centre at Bancombe Rd. Somerton is open every day except Christmas Day,
Boxing Day and New Years Day.

Support the Woodland Trust
by recycling your Christmas
cards.
They can be left at the collection
point in the Kingsdon Stores
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Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning
Our service include...
 Carpet and upholstery
 Rugs
 Mattresses
 Hard Floors
Domestic and commercial

NO CATCH - NO FEE.
Price list available.
CONTACT US - mob. 07951 067872
tel. 01935 841137 - freephone 0800 955 4388
www.somertoncarpetcleaners.co.uk
Delimara, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon, Somerton,
Somerset. TA11 7LL

Tony Berkeley

Compost
Buy local - Save your fuel - Free local delivery
40 litre Organic Multi-Purpose (not suitable for
seed) £2.50 each or 3 for only £6
10 litre Multi-Purpose (suitable for seed) £1 each
40 litre Multi Purpose (suitable for seed) £3 each
30 litre Ericaceous £3 each
70 litre ornamental bark £4.50

Cleaning Services
Carpets/ Rugs, Hard Flooring - Flagstones etc
Stripping, Sealing & Polishing,
High Pressure Jetting.
All Cleaning & Janitorial Requests
Considered.
Call Tony for a Free, No Obligation Quote
on
01458 447115 or 07904782
For Prompt, Reliable Service

Why struggle with heavy bags, let Paul take the strain.

Contact Paul Attwell Tel 07906 018082.
Orders also taken by Angela at Kingsdon Stores

DC Computer Repair
Alan Hayward

Spyware / Virus removal Broadband installation.
Tuition & Advice
No repair, No charge. Free local collection
Available 7 days a week
Telephone: 01458 272924 Mobile: 07887572418
Alan comes highly recommended by many Kingsdon
Computer users of all ages.
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Kingsdon Cricket Club

The annual dinner and presentation night was held at The Kingsdon Inn on Sunday 13th December attended by
44 members and friends.
The awards were presented by club President Wally Elliott to
the following players:
Batting - Oliver Bell.
Bowling - Glenn Allison.
All Rounder and the Catching award - James Schofield.
Sportsman - Karl Morgan.
Players’ player and the Duck award - Simon Rumbles.
Most improved player - Len Hampson.
The Champagne Moment was presented to Ian Birrell in recognition of the 4 he hit whilst playng at Witham Friary, and in the
process dislocated his knee. Ian became our first player ever to
be taken from the field of play in an Ambulance! I can vouch
that his scream of pain as he collapsed was heard in the next
county! After a few weeks R & R, Ian was back helping with
the pitch preparation, but perhaps a bit too soon: whilst using the
heavy mower his knee popped out again and more *!*!* were
heard. I am pleased to say however that he now seems to have
made a full recovery. Wally
Message from DJ & Family in Grenada - DJ is a former Kingsdon Cricket Club player
We have run our little café/bar for four years now and have built up an ever increasing circle of customers
(friends) who share our enjoyment of the simple but beautiful things of life— good food honestly grown
and prepared— good refreshing drink, and good company. All to be enjoyed in the breathtakingly dramatic setting that is The Heights. We are now able to offer you accommodation that follows the same approach to life ‐
built with input from architect, local skilled tradesmen, and our own experience of life at the Heights. We believe
that the resultant build, the Heights Holcott, will enhance still further your fine experience at this truly beautiful
location. Our design harnesses the constant mountain and coastal breezes to provide the most efficient air conditioning from the most natural of resources. Wi‐fi internet is available and the mp3 speaker system can provide
music to your mood. With our intimate breeze air‐conditioned restaurant just a few yards away, we invite you
to unwind in the calm haven that is the Heights, Mount Rodney, N
Grenada.
UK flights three times a week from BA, Virgin and Monarch
The Heights Holcott provides :
• Breath‐taking panoramic views.
• Fully fold back openings allowing the interior to blend seamlessly with the outside.
• Handmade casement shutters and windows giving you full control of ventilation and shade.
• Cool and clean blue and white colours and textures throughout match the natural shades of the Caribbean.
• Organic materials used throughout ..180 thread count bed‐linen and best Egyptian cotton bath towels.
Those of you who have visited us at the Heights will know that our aim is to provide you with a relaxed and
warm welcome and to share with us the beauty and splendour of our location - which we bought back in 2002 as
untamed land of great natural beauty. We have grown with it over the years and the build of the Holcott allows
you to enjoy, at your leisure, the space, tranquillity and great natural
beauty of this very special setting.
…..unwind… relax… enjoy ……….
What began as an outline in March this year has now been transformed into a structure seamlessly blending outside and in—with breath‐taking panoramic views and cool breezes throughout.
The Heights Holiday Cottage—Holcott ‐ is essentially an open plan space, with privacy half wall to the bedroom area, and double casement windows and shutters fully fold– back to give an infinite variation of light,
shade, and ventilation. Cool white and sky blue wash throughout the interior blend seamlessly with the Caribbean
seascape of its setting.
Email grenadaheights@aol.com for booking and full details
The Holcott has capacity for two couples in comfort (but in pampered and spacious luxury for one). Our
rate of £550 per seven night stay for one couple, includes meeting you at the airport and driving you to the
haven of relaxation that is Mount Rodney N Grenada.

THE AND HOLCOTT
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Letters

Letter to Parish Cllr Patrick Leahy
Dear Patrick,
Having read the minutes of the last council meeting in "The Chronicle" about your efforts to have
the 54 come through the village again I felt I should write and tell you of our feelings on the subjectas we live on Top Street.
Trevor and I applaud
your efforts in trying to
have the service reinstated. It would be a
most useful service.
The problem is NOT
the buses coming
through the village,
these are only fleeting
visits in comparison but the indiscriminate and inconsiderate parking on Top
Street.
This is a very great
problem with those
attending the church
for whatever reason. Not helped by
"strangers" who probably don't realise
the problem they cause- even when it
is pointed out to them ignore the request to park tidily! Many drivers do
not consider that the bus needs a greater space to get through and insist on
parking both sides of the road which
even makes difficulties for some cars
to pass as well. More often than not
the main culprits are drivers of
"Chelsea tractors" and sometimes are
villagers who drive them and then park
untidily outside others gates. We have
even had people park on and across
our own drive. pictures to prove the
point are available!
Good luck with your efforts to
have the 54 restored but it
should be noted that it is NOT
the buses that are a problem!!
Angie Saunders

An open letter to the
village
The recent interest in getting
more buses diverted through
the village led me
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Letter to Tony Masters, Chair, Kingsdon Parish Council
Dear Tony,
I am writing to you in your capacity as Chairman of the Kingsdon Parish Council
Having read, in "The Chronicle", the report on the possible increase in bus services to the village, I
was appalled to read that one villager had stated that "not all inhabitants of Top Street would welcome an additional bus service as many properties along the road were already troubled by the increase in congestion caused by increased traffic flow and the 377 service".
I live in Top Street and would welcome, most strongly, and additional bus service that would give
me the opportunity of a direct route to Taunton as well as an additional bus to Yeovil.
The congestion on Top Street is not caused by traffic flow of buses. It is caused by thoughtless people indiscriminately "abandoning" their vehicles in the road and sometimes on my property. This occurs regularly when there are services at the church, as my photographs show. Parents also "abandon" their cars on Top Street when visiting the school.
Many villagers need the bus service as they do not drive and many of us use our bus passes for convenience and so that we do not need to drive and add to the CO2 emissions. After all we are interested in preventing global warming and saving the Planet, aren't we?
When we lost our Post Office, transport became even more important, particularly for pensioners
and, as we villagers get older and less inclined to drive, we will become more reliant on the bus services to the village.
I would suggest that we should be trying to increase the bus service, not curtail it and I applaud Mr.
Leahy's efforts to do this.
Therefore, we should be looking to solving the root cause of the traffic congestion i.e. the indiscriminate parking by thoughtless drivers. T. J. Saunders

Message from Fiona Wilson our Police Community Support Officer
It has been brought to my attention that several people have been parking in an inconsiderate manner
within the Village. The bus drivers have found it extremely difficult to manoeuvre their way through
on several occasions. Please remember that you can be fined £30-00 for causing an obstruction or for
parking in a dangerous position, such as on a junction: your vehicle may even be towed away! This
also applies to visitors, they may need reminding of this.
Currently there are no yellow lines within the Village and no tickets have been issued. However if
the situation continues and more complaints are received, I will have to respond accordingly.
Whenever you park please consider A) are you are causing an obstruction? B) can emergency/large
vehicles get through? and C) am I parked in a dangerous position?
On a lighter note, if any of you are away over the Christmas period and would like to make me aware
of this please ring on 0845 456 7000 and ask for a message to be forwarded to me with dates etc.
Also be careful not to leave Christmas presents and belongings on view in vehicles and within the
home. A large proportion of crime is committed by opportunist thieves. With your help we can stop
them ruining our Christmas.
Best wishes for a Happy Christmas to you all
Regards
Fiona PCSO 8380. Wincanton
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to do some investigating of my own.
My first question was how many a day do we have at present? The timetable says 26 and that is not
counting the school service. We must therefore already rank as one of the best served villages in the
country. I was amazed at this total and so asked villagers I met in the street how many they thought
we had. The answers ranged from 6 to 14. All expressed surprise at 26! I thought therefore, in the
interest of fair debate, I would bring this to everyone’s attention.
If we are serious about requesting the full 54 bus service has anyone considered that this will involve an additional 26 buses a day or 52 in total? Does anyone care?
I care that this number of additional large vehicles will put unacceptable levels of disruption and
inconvenience into the centre of the village. With new residential development the local traffic is set
to increase. Many villagers from the dormitory parts of Kingsdon may be unaware of the problems
that already exist for very large vehicles travelling along Top Street where the older buildings already suffer damage due to traffic vibration and this will only get worse.
Do we need another 26 buses a day? We would end up with a service capable of transporting every
man woman and child from the village to Yeovil and back 3 times a day. I cannot believe this is a
requirement? Residents can already travel to Taunton either by changing bus at Somerton or catching the 54 at the end of the road (which I am first to admit is not a life enhancing experience).
Fifty two buses would mean one every 15 minutes. As a dog walker I have (whilst studiously bagging and binning) had time to witness a number of occasions when buses have met whilst trying to
keep to the current timetable. In the centre of the village they can “wriggle” around each other if
space permits. On Kingsdon Hill it involves one of the buses and the traffic behind reversing a significant distance. Doubling the number of buses would not just double the probability of buses meeting. The problem would be significantly worse as any exponent of probability and queuing theory
will tell you.
Whilst a bus driver may be able to see over the hedges us mere mortals have to take the bends and
junctions semi blind. The parish council is already trying to get local land owners and the District
Council to cut back overhanging vegetation to improve visibility with little success. Additional bus
traffic will add to the danger. It would only take one accident for all bus services to be withdrawn
from the village.
A modern bus can weigh 14 tonnes fully laden and takes 45 yards to stop from 30 mph .Two buses
approaching each other, and both travelling at 30 mph would therefore require 90 yards clear visibility to stop safely. And you can double that for a wet road and the village roads are not gritted in winter!
Let’s remember that we live in a very special place. Yeovil was like Kingsdon once! By all means
have a mix of buses, 377, 54 and any others that might be passing, but limit it to a total 26.
Nigel Stone (a 54 bus user)

Letters

If you would like to have your say about any topic concerning Kingsdon, please send it to The
Kingsdon Chronicle at 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW or better still email it to:wallyelliott@hotmail.com.
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Theft of Trailer from Kingsdon
During the night of Saturday 19th December and Sunday morning 20th a trailer was stolen from the
driveway of a house in Pitts Lane, Kingsdon. Unfortunately the gravel was frozen and therefore no
noise was heard. Please be warned, even in this cold weather they are about! If you hear or see anything suspicious phone 999 immediately. You never know, you could be lucky and find a policeman
in the area!

Kingsdon Village Hall
As some of you may be aware, Martin Singleton has announced he will be standing down as the Village Hall secretary in May. Martin and Shirley have lived in Kingsdon for 12 years, 11 of those
years Martin has been a very active member of the hall committee, taking over as secretary for the
last 10 years, during which time under his stewardship, the hall has gone from strength to strength,
becoming one of the most successful village halls in the South West .
Also leaving the village hall committee will be its Chairman, Mike Overd on his move to Italy.
We are therefore looking for new committee members for the new year, in particularly a new secretary. As Martin has proved, you don’t need to have lived in Kingsdon for years to do this important
job. Martin has also said he is prepared to shadow the new secretary for the first year, to show who
ever takes on the job the ins and outs of the task.
Should you require more information as to the secretary’s job or becoming a committee member,
Martin will be only to pleased to help. He can be contacted at Mountsandel Lodge, Mow Barton
Road, Kingsdon or telephone him on 01935 841462

THANKS TO KINGSDON’S UNSUNG HEROES
By an anonymous resident

Throughout the year, there have been a lot of people who have given their time and worked very hard
to help improve our village and our community. Often these people are never openly recognised or
receive official thanks, but speaking to residents it is clear their work is enormously appreciated.
So a very big thank you to everyone who has done so much to make Kingsdon such a wonderful village and a very special community.

Kingsdon Manor - Latest News
The prospective purchasers have informed Kingsdon Cricket Club it is their intention that the Manor be a residential development, and the cricket club be accommodated on the old playing field. The cricket pitch being relocated further down the
field and a new small pavilion built at the developers expense. Further meetings are
to take place between the club and the prospective developers in due course.
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Kingsdon Parish Councillors and their specific topics
Tony Masters: Chair man - Jacaranda, Lotment Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LG Tel 01935 840801
Email: masters@jacaranda99.fsnet.co.uk
Alison Hicks: Vice-Chair - Trees - Keepers Cottage, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon TA11 7LL Tel 01935 840335
Email: aehicks@somerset.gov.uk
Mel Clode: Dog fouling and r elated items, Litter , Gr affiti, Fly tipping, Fly posting, Damaged bins & Abandoned vehicles and related items - 3 Underwood Rd, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ Tel 01935 840293
Richard Hollaway: Village facilities - Kingsdon Court, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LB
Tel 01935 840628 Email: richard.hollaway88@tiscali.co.uk
Patrick Leahy: Highways - The Tithe Barn, Middle Street, Kingsdon, TA11 7LE
Tel 01935 840502 Email: patrickjohnleahy@hotmail.com
Dave Morris: Footpaths - 30 Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ Tel - withheld.
Mike Overd: School Gover nor - Chalice Barn, Frog Lane, Kingsdon, TA11 7LL
Tel 01935 840172 Email: michael.overd@btopenworld.com
John Calvert Distr ict Councillor (Nor thstone War d) Peacock Cottage, High St. Queen Camel. BA22 7NQ
Tel 01935 850458 Email: john.calvert@southsomerset.gov.uk
Jimmy Zouche (The Lord Zouche) County Councillor (Somer ton Division) The Abbey, Char lton Adam,
Somerton, Somerset. TA11 7BE Tel 01458 223253 Email: jimmyzouche@hotmail.com
David Heath MP Constituency Office - 14 Catherine Hill, Frome, Somerset, BA11 1BZ Tel: 01373 473618
Fax: 01373 455152 Claire Hudson: head of office - email: hudsoncl@parliament.uk
Westminster - Alex Scott: parliamentary assistant to David Heath email: SCOTTA@parliament.uk
Tel: 020 7219 2271 Fax: 020 7219 5939 David Heath MP's office, House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA
Sally D. Smith Cler k to Kingsdon Par ish Council, The Old Coach House, Top Str eet, Kingsdon,
TA11 7JU. Tel 01935 842094 Mobile 07729 301207 Email sally@tradewindspr.co.uk

Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting
Thursday 14th January at 7pm in the Village Hall
Planning Application received by SSDC
Application No. 09/04781/FUL
Location:
The Tall House 9 Kingsdon Somer tonSomer setTA11 7LN
Proposal:
The constr uction of a timber gar den r oom
Application: No. 09/04879/TCA
Location: Playing Fields, Mow Bar ton Road ,Kingsdon, Somer ton, Somer set, TA11 7LG
Proposal: Notification of intent to car r y out tr ee sur ger y wor ks to 2 Poplar tr ees within a conser vation ar ea
MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING MEETING HELD ON
THURSDAY DECEMBER 3rd 2009 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.00PM
Present: Mr A.Master s (Chair man), Messr s M Clode, R Hollaway, P Leahy; M Over d (Par ish Councillor s);
Mrs S Smith (Parish Clerk) plus 8 parishioners.
Apologies: Mr J Calver t (Distr ict Councillor ); Mr J Zouche (County Councillor ); Mr s A Hicks (Par ish
Councillor).
Matters arising:
Planning
Application No: 09/04074/S73
Mr D J Glover.
Park Farm, Lower Road, Kingsdon.
Application to vary condition 02 and seek alterations to amend plans to the garages of plots A, G, E and F plus additional changes to plots E and F. Mr M Singleton clarified the original plans and the required alterations. He said
the developers had been round to see him and also Parish Councillor Mr P Leahy whose properties were adjacent to
the site and neither of them had any objections. It was agreed this was purely a fine tuning of the plans.
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Proposed by Mr M Clode that the application be accepted; seconded by Mr M Overd.
Passed unanimously.
Other business:
Precept for 2010: Mr T Masters confirmed that all Parish Councillors had seen the updated financial details.
There was discussion about projected financial requirements for 2010. Mr P Leahy said additional money
may be needed for various items such as repairs to the wall around the north town pound or a donation towards the ongoing costs of the Kingsdon Chronicle. Mr W Elliott said it costs around £350 to run the Chronicle, primarily financed by kind donations. Mr W Elliott said because of the weather during the summer, the
village field had required more cuts than anticipated, suggesting an increase of £50 to a total of £750. He also
said he had been looking at the costs related to setting up a village website. Mr R Holloway pointed out that
the precept did not totally cover the predicted expenses and confirmed a reasonable level of working capital
should be held by the Parish for future eventualities. It was generally agreed a 10% level of increase was a
reasonable amount and would provide the financial security required.
Proposed by P Leahy to set the 2010 Precept at £3000; seconded by Mr M Clode.
Passed unanimously.
Ownership: Mr P Leahy said that following concern over the state of some hedgerows he had been trying to
ascertain who owned and who is responsible for certain plots of land in the village. Mr M Clode said the
Land Registry is useful for ownership but only details names for land that has been rented for over 7 years.
Mr P Leahy said he had had some communication with Mr Biffin and would continue to chase information.
Bus Service: Responding to items raised in the Parish Council meeting of November 12th re an additional
bus service through the village, Mr P Leahy read out a letter from a parishioner supporting bus services but
saying there was a problem with indiscriminate parking in Top Street. Mr M Clode said he would speak to
the police to see if they had suggestions. Mr M. Overd said he would put a notice into the school newsletter
asking parents to take more care when they parked. Mr W Elliott said he would put a notice in the Kingsdon
Chronicle.
The meeting ended at 8pm

Kingsdon Parish Council wishes you all a
Happy Christmas and a Prosperous New Year.
It has been good to see more parishioners attending our Parish meetings,
thus taking an interest in village matters. Topics on the agenda usually affect
us all, one way or another.
Meetings are friendly ~ why not come along ?
The next meeting is on Thursday January 14th in the village hall.

Happy Christmas everyone
Tony Masters, Chairman of Kingsdon Parish Council
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Kingsdon Information
All Saints Church

Priest in Charge
Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029 (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other
occasional services)
Assistant Priest
Curate
Revd Wendy Griffith Tel 01458 224087
Revd Bruce Faulkner
Church Wardens
David Beswick. Tel 01935 840795
Norma Black Tel 01935 840727
Parochial Church Council
Secretary Sir Donald Limon Tel 01935 840450
Treasurer Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692
Tower Captain
Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344
Church Services for January
3rd
11am Family Service
10th
11am Parish Communion
17th
11am Parish Communion 6pm Evensong
24th 9.30am Parish Communion
31st
11am Mattins
Church Rotas for January
Brass: J ackie Ellis & Shir ley Singleton
Flowers: Babs Conway & Sally Clapper ton

Kingsdon C of E Primary School
Kingsdon, Somerset, TA11 7JX
Tel: 01935 840406 Fax: 01935 841765
Email: office@kingsdon.somerset.sch.uk
Headteacher: Mrs Christine Dawson
Secretary: Mrs Carolyn Brannan
For a prospectus or to arrange a visit please
telephone or use the e-mail link above.
Chair of Governors: Alan Carnall
Tel: 01935 840692
PTFA
Jane Overd - Chair Tel: 01935 940172
Katie Campbell - Vice Chair
Jane Bartin - Treasurer
Clare Ridewood - Secretary

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club
The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday
evenings (apart from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between
7.30pm and 9.30pm. If you are interested then please contact
Shirley or Martin Singleton on 841162 or just come along.

Kingsdon Village Hall
For all information and bookings contact: - Martin Singleton,
Mountsandel Lodge, Mow Barton Rd. Kingsdon. TA11 7LG
Tel. 01935 841162
Bookings for January
Tai Chi
Mondays 9.45am -11.45am
Kingsdon School
Mondays 1.45pm - 3.15pm
Short Mat Bowls Club
Mondays 7pm - 9pm
Short Mat Bowls Club
Tuesdays 10am - 12 noon
Table Tennis Club
Tuesdays at 7.30pm Not 12th
Yeovil Dist. Canine Soc. Wednesdays at 8pm
Art Club
Thursday 10am - 12noon
Kingsdon Seniors Club
Pilates
Fridays 9am - 12 noon
The Seniors Club meet on the 2nd WednesLadies Club
Tuesday 12th 7.30pm
day of the month at 3pm in the Village Hall. Scottish Dancing
Saturday 16th 2pm - 3pm
For information contact Club Secretary Mari- Parish Council Meeting Thursday 14th 7pm
lyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon.
Practical Study Group
Wednesday 20th 10am
Tel 01935 841444
email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk
Kingsdon Ladies Club
The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of
the month at 7.30pm in the Village Hall.
New members and visitors are always welcome. For information contact Club President
Lynne Davies, Holly House, Frog Lane,
Kingsdon. TA11 7LL Tel 01935 840660 or
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House,
Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11 7LB Tel 01935
840344

Kingsdon Cricket Club
Chairman: Ian Bir r ell, Water smeet, Huish Episcopi,
Langport TA10 9HE Tel 01458 250246
Secretary: Kathy J amison ‘Swallows’ 43 Kingsdon
Tel 01935 841049

The Kingsdon Chronicle - Editor: Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW
Tel 01935 841444, Mobile 07899 734049,
email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com
www.kingsdonchronicle.com
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