
Post Office Closures 
We are indebted to Tony Spender for taking the trouble to write to our M.P. regarding the closure of 
so many rural Post Offices and allowing the reply from David Heath to be reproduced in the 
Kingsdon Chronicle.  It is a sad fact that this will not be the last time this topic will be reported on in 
the Chronicle.  Full reproduction of the letter can be found on page 2. 

Birthday Party Gift for Hospice   
Thanks to the generosity of Yvonne Barbor’s family 
and friends who attended her 95th Birthday Party at 
Kingsdon Village Hall, Yvonne was able to make a 
presentation of £240 to St. Margaret’s Hospice. 

Warning for pet owners 
At midnight on New Years Eve there will  a short 
firework display at The Kingsdon Inn.  Fireworks are 
permitted on New Years Eve under the Firework Reg-
ulations 2004 until 1am 
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Kingsdon’s Accidental Historian.  On a sudden impulse an idea 
whilst lying in bed one night 55 years ago, has become an important record 
of the modern history of Kingsdon. The idea was to save the press cuttings of 
the Coronation in a scrap book and it soon blossomed into a life long hobby 
for Mary Whitehead.  Family and friends gave her press cuttings of articles 
covering Kingsdon and its residents dating from June 1950 and Mary has not 
stopped pasting up cuttings into her scrapbooks since . Mixing her flour and 
water to make the paste, which she still does today, her scrap books are an 
amazing record of how Kingsdon has changed in the last 57 years.                          
Each week she avidly reads the Western Gazette for articles suitable for in-

clusion in her scrap books. 
Mary was only 18months old when she moved with her parents to Kingsdon in 1936.  She attended 
the village school and then Huish Episcopi.   
Being a keen stalwart of all things Kingsdon, at one time she was on the committee of every organi-
sation in the village, from Parochial Church Council to Cricket Club.  Mary spent her working life 
involved with the farm and hence her love of gardening.                                                                     
So not only can she refer to her scrapbooks but also to  a very good memory of life here over many 
years.   Mary is booked to talk to the Seniors Club at their March 2008  meeting when her scrap 
books will be on display.  
As some of the earlier scrap books are getting quite fragile copies have been made which can be bor-
rowed for inspection from Wally Elliott Tel. 01935 841444 

Neighbourhood Watch   
Now that the clocks have changed and the darker evenings are upon us,  it is presenting a longer   
opportunity for those that live on the fringe of society to carry out their activities under the cover of 
darkness.  Please review your security and report all thefts  - - - and equally as important,  attempted 
thefts - - - to the police. Please also report immediately to the police, descriptions and index numbers 
where possible of all suspicious vehicles that may be sighted on or around your property.... 
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Good Luck Mel         All your friends, staff 
and customers of the Kingsdon Inn, send their best 
wishes for your future and thank you for your 
smiling service over the 9 years of pulling our 
pints. Good luck at HSBC, their gain is our loss. 

The Kingsdon Inn reopens  
After 36 days of abstinence for some, the Kingsdon Inn re-opened on 18th October after the near dis-
astrous fire.  An unofficial opening ceremony was performed by members of the Fire Brigade who 
had helped to save the Inn.  Martin & Linda are indebted to all those who helped in the aftermath, 
and would like to publicly thank their own  staff for the hard work clearing up the mess caused by the 
fire in order that the restoration work could begin. They would also like to thank Ken Seal for his  
carpentry skills in re-building the bar and Steve Seal aided by Algy Napier for the re-decorating 
which enabled the Inn to return to normal service so soon after the fire.  

 

 

 

A toast to the re-
opening by the 
fire brigade 
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Joyce Limon & Norma Black  

Appeal on behalf of  
The Lord’s Larder 

Kingsdon will be sending none perishable foods for Christmas. Please help us to help those in 
great need who live in the Yeovil & District.   We will collect or you can  deliver to Joyce at 
West Barn (840450), or  Norma at Park Villa (840727)  by Friday 14th December at the very 

latest  - Dry goods and in-date cans please (but not baked beans)   -  Thank You. 

Some nights the 
painting went on 

into the small 
hours 

Tom & Ethel  
I know I speak for everyone in passing on 
our love and support for you both and your 
family.  Our prayers and thoughts are with 
you during this difficult time. 
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Cricket Club Awards Night 
After 20 years of Dinner and Presentation Nights, this year 
Kingsdon Cricket Club presented their awards at a Barn 
Dance held in the old ballroom at the Manor School.  Music 

was provided by an acoustic ceilidh band ‘FRESH AIRE’ who 
were enjoyed by 70 members and friends in attendance. 
 

The Awards were  announced by club president Wally Elliott 
and presented by Sir Donald Limon.  Ben Carlisle was pre-
sented with an award in recognition of his service to the club, 

being the only founder 
member still playing 
for the club after 23 
years. 
Presentations were 
also made to Jane  
Birrell, Amanda 
Schofield, Kathie Jamison, Amanda Hampson and Lynne Da-
vies who had been responsible for the best match teas served 
anywhere in the county. A presentation was also made to the 
club’s umpire, Marilyn Elliott. 

Winners of Awards 
 

Batting - K. Morgan 
Bowling - I. Birrell 

All Rounder - J. Schofield 
Players Player - L. Hampson 

Sportsman - S. Rumbles 
Catches - J. Schofield 

Ducks Award - L. Hampson 
Champagne Moment - G. Allison 

 

The Barn Dance in full swing. 
Janet said she would get Alan to the 

dance,   I wonder what the threat was! 

VISION AID OVERSEAS 
 In 1985 a group of 16 optometrists set off for Tanzania with the aim of providing recycled spectacles 
to people living in rural areas where there was little or no access to eye care. Since the establishment 
of VAO over 140 teams comprising more than 900 volunteers have been sent to 20 different coun-
tries. Over 500,000 eye examinations have been carried out and more than 250,000 pairs of specta-
cles dispensed. In recent years scores of nurses have been trained in refraction in Swaziland, Uganda, 
Ghana, Zambia and Ethiopia and glazing workshops have been set up in Sierra Leone, Zambia, 
Uganda and Ethiopia which are being run by local people trained by VAO volunteers. VAO has also 
been involved in establishing a teaching program for Ethiopian Ophthalmologists in Addis Ababa 
University and has begun teaching a three year degree course in Optometry at Gondar University, 
Northern Ethiopia.  
 

 My seventh project with VAO took me to Burkina Faso this November. Our team of 9 Optometrists 
and 2 Dispensing Opticians examined over 5,000 people and dispensed nearly 3,000 pairs of glasses 
in Kaya and Ziniare, North of the capital Ouagadougou. According to The World Health Organiza-
tion, Burkina Faso is the fourth poorest nation in the world. 43% of the population lives on less than 
a dollar a day and 82% on less than 2 dollars. Needless to say, spectacles from the only Optician in 
the country costing from £60 are way beyond the means of most people. Our recycled spectacles are 
given free. Sadly, there were many people with advanced eye disease for whom spectacles were not 
helpful but we were able to refer people with cataracts, glaucoma and other eye disease to the hospi-
tal in Ouagadougou where treatment was available. As always when working on these projects, I 
found the patience and gratitude of the Burkinabe quite overwhelming and their sense of humour 
helped us tremendously. To my immense pleasure (and the Burkinabe’s amusement) I was told that 
Nina means ‘eyes’ in More, the principle African language spoken in Burkina Faso. As November is 
the start of winter, they came to our clinics in woolly hats and jumpers in 35degree heat and laughed 
at our attempts to speak More or Burkinabe French. They made each long, hot, dusty working day a 
pleasure.   
 

 Each volunteer team member pays a contribution of £600 towards the project costs and raises addi-
tional funds when possible. I would like to thank everyone who participated in this year’s VAO 
Spectacular Quiz – this raised a tremendous £710 and was won by Anne Leahy who kindly donated 
the prize money to VAO.  The October coffee morning / book sale raised £245 and the May ‘tea and 
cakes’ £277.  Thanks to many other kind donations, I was able to contribute a total of £2624 towards 
the project costs.     THANK YOU  Nina Carlisle  
 
 
  



The Kingsdon Inn this Christmas and New Year 
 
 
 

 

Martin and Linda look forward to wel- coming everyone to The Kingsdon Inn for 

their first Festive Season in the village.  Christmas Lunch and Dinner menus are available on re-

quest and bookings are now being taken, so get your parties  organised  and book early to avoid 

disappointment !  

We are holding a special New Years Eve dinner this year with fireworks and all are welcome  

 
 

  Christmas and New Year’s Eve Opening Times 
  

Up to and including Monday 24th December (Christmas Eve) Business as usual 
   

Christmas Day  -  12  Noon to 2pm  -  Bar service only.    
Closed Christmas Day Evening 

  

Boxing Day  -  12 Noon to 3pm  -  Lunch Served 12 noon to 2pm.    
Closed Boxing Day Evening 

   

27th to 30th December Business as usual 
 

 New Year’s Eve Lunch Time   -  12 noon to 3pm  -  Lunch served  12 noon to 2pm 
   New Year’s Eve  -  Set Dinner (Bookings Only  7pm till late)  See below for details 

 

 New Year’s Day Lunch Time 12 noon to 3pm  -  Lunch served 12 noon to 2pm 
Closed New Year’s Day  Evening   

 

January 2nd onwards   -  Business as usual 
 

 

   NEW YEARS EVE MENU 
  

  A Glass of Bubbly on Arrival 
 

 Carrot and Coriander Soup with Croutons 
Smoked Duck with Apricots 

Mixed Sea Food Platter 
Asparagus and Hollandaise Sauce 

  

 Pork Fillet with Baby Figs in a Rum and Cream Sauce 
Grilled Whole Sole with Butter and Lemon 

Grilled Rib Eye Steak with Mushrooms 
Lamb Medallions in a Fresh Redcurrant and Red Wine Sauce 

Vegetarian Option on Request 
  

 Choice of Desserts 
Coffee and Mince Pies 

 

 Fireworks at Midnight 
 

  Price £28.50 
 Please note that this menu needs to be pre booked and a non refundable deposit of £5.00 per head payable 

within 7 days of booking is required for each booking.  Cheques payable to the Kingsdon Inn,  

 7pm arrival until Late 
 
 

 
 

 The Kingsdon Inn, Kingsdon, Nr Som- erton, Somerset, TA11 7LG 
Tel: 01935 840543   enquir- ies@kingsdoninn.co.uk   

www.kingsdoninn.co.uk 





Happy 80th Birthday Margaret 
Margaret Bowcock’s family would like to wish her a happy 80th 
Birthday.  1/12/1927 must have been a very special day! 
Our Mother is very precious to us all - daughters, sons-in-law, 
partners, grandchildren and great grandchildren and a beloved 
wife of John. 
Many Happies “our Mother” 
 
Margaret - The Kingsdon Chronicle would like to add their 
wishes for you to have a great day on 1st December. 

David Heath MP 
I have received a message from James McGrory, Parliamentary Researcher to David Heath MP pass-
ing on David’s wishes for every success with The Kingsdon Chronicle. 

Seniors Club  
The November meeting of the Kingsdon Seniors Club took place at the Village Hall on Wednesday 
November 14th 36 members attended. Mr Douglas Higson took the meeting as Sir Donald Limon 
was away. He reminded the members that they should pay for the Christmas Lunch and choose their 
menu. He then introduced the Speaker, the Rev Robin Ray, who was going to talk about The Admi-
rals Hood.  
           Mr Ray started by telling us that he had married Sylvia Acland Hood, who was descended 
from five Admirals, and he had found the history of the family extremely interesting, though some-
times rather muddling, as they seemed to use very few Christian names, always Alexander or Samu-
el, with an occasional Arthur, so the same ones come up in every generation. The period he was go-
ing to tell us about was the 1700s. when there was almost continuous warfare, usually against France 
or Spain. He reminded us of some of the many battles. Which showed that the Royal Navy was not a 
very safe profession? The first Alexander Hood was a wealthy Squire in Dorset, and his elder son. 
Alexander followed him, and the younger one Samuel went into the Church, and became Vicar of 
Butleigh in Somerset. One day a naval Captain was travelling through Butleigh when his carriage 
broke down. There was nowhere to stay, so the Vicar and his wife took him to the Vicarage, where 
he stayed until his carriage was repaired. In return for this hospitality he offered the eldest son a post 
in the Royal Navy, and he served in H.M.S.Renown, and so enjoyed the life that his younger brother 
Samuel joined him. They served in the Navy for many years and both became Admirals, and lived to 
be 91 and 83, which was amazing when you think of all the battles they fought in. The youngest son 
Arthur became Vicar of Butleigh and died at 30 !The first Samuel Hood became Lord Hood and 
served under Admiral Rodney, they did not get on at all well . Hood then became Superintendent of 
the Dockyard at Portsmouth, and then was sent to sea again to the W.Indies, again under Admiral 
Rodney. When he came home, he became an M.P. which was quite usual in those days. When he 
went back to sea in 1787 he served under Admiral Nelson, who described Hood as the best serving 
officer he had ever had. Samuel received Nelson's body when it was sent home after the Battle of 
Trafalgar. Now Alexander Hood who first went to sea at the age of 13, was a great tactician, and was 
involved in the Battle of Ushant, under Admiral Keppel, who was later court-martialled, and Hood 
stood up for him. Hood then became M.P. for Bridgwater, which was the first town to press for the 
abolition of slavery. He then became Lord Bridport, and sponsored a cousin of his, another Alexan-
der Hood to join the Navy at the age of 9, which seems rather young! At the age of 14 he went round 
the world with Captain Cook, and was on the second voyage to Australia. He married Elizabeth 
Wootton who owned Wootton House in Butleigh Wootton. Alexander's younger brother Samuel also 
became Admiral, and there is a monument to him at Butleigh erected by his officers and men. Alto-
gether they were a very distinguished family, and were involved in much of England's History. Mr 
Higson then gave the vote of thanks, and tea was provided by Lynne Davies and Mary Whitehead.    
(Yvonne Barbor) 
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Kingsdon Post / Stores Christmas Opening Hours 
    
Sunday  23rd  December             .                     8-00am to 12-30pm 
Monday  24th December  Christmas Eve         7-30am -1-00pm     2-15 pm -4-00pm 
Tuesday  25th December Christmas Day         Closed 
Wednesday  26th December Boxing Day         8-00am-12-00 
Thursday  27th December                                 7-30am -1-00pm      2-15pm to 5-30pm 
Friday  28th  December                                     7-30am-1-00pm      2-15pm - 5-30 pm 
Saturday  29th  December                                 7-30am - 1-00pm 
Sunday  30th  December                                    8-00am -12-30 pm 
Monday  31st   December   New Years Eve      7-30am- 1-00pm           2-15pm to 4-00pm 
Tuesday  1st January  2008 New Years Day     8-00am -12-30pm 
Wednesday  2nd  January                                  Normal hours 
 
  

October Rainfall in Kingsdon:-  2.2 inches,  55.88 millimetres 

Defibrillators for Kingsdon? 
 

 Life-saving cardiac machines which can be used by untrained people have 
been installed at key locations in rural villages in the Chew Valley, Somerset.  
 

The portable defibrillators, stored in locked cabinets, could help to save the lives of people in cardiac 
arrest.  Anyone dialling 999 when a patient collapses will be directed to the nearest unit and given an 
access code.  They will be instructed in how to use the defibrillators which administer a shock to re-
store the heart's rhythm.    
The machines, each costing £1,000, are being installed at busy locations such as the High Street. 
They were paid for by local estate agent, Clive Setter of Setter & Lee.  He said: "They are common-
place in other parts of the world.” People have them by their telephone or coffee machine in the Unit-
ed States. "They are now useable by anybody, even without training." Mr Setter said the portable de-
fibrillators could help to save lives while patients waited for an ambulance, which had further to trav-
el because of the rural location. Machines are currently installed in  10 villages with another 4 
planned. 
We don't have a Clive Setter living in Kingsdon but knowing the village,  funding could be raised. 
Before going further, it would be helpful to know the public opinion on such a project.                       
I think ideally it would need some volunteers to undergo the basic training, the St Johns Ambulance 
do a four hour course on the use of such defibrillators.   
Please let me know if you would like to see this project go ahead and also if you would like to be 
involved.  
For further information contact Wally Elliott at 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon - Tel 01935 841444                        
or email  wallyelliott@hotmail.com 
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Ghosts from the past!   
Just a few snippets from the Kingsdon archives of 50 years ago 
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Peter David Lane aged 70 years 
of Manor Farm House, Kingsdon passed peacefully away at St. Margaret’s 
Hospice on  14th November. Peter had been poorly for some time and had 
borne his illness with great dignity.  The funeral service with music chosen by 
Peter, took place on Friday 23rd November at All Saints Church, Kingsdon, 
followed by interment.  Peter is survived by his son Charles and grandsons Ja-
cob and Thomas.   He will be sadly missed by all his family, friends, business 
associates and staff at Lafleure, Langport 

Leslie George Attwell aged 78 years 
 

It was his last wish to die at home and so it was, after 15 days at St. Margaret’s 
Hospice Les returned home to Cooks Cary Farm and passed peacefully away on 
12th November.   
Les had expressed a desire a long time ago to be taken to his funeral service on 
a lorry, and so on Monday 19th November he made his last journey on a lorry 
driven by Andrew accompanied by Frank & Harvey to Yeovil Crematorium. 
His family and friends packed the Crematorium with many having to stand to 
say their last farewells.  The service was conducted by Bill Chapman and the 
eulogy  was given by retired auctioneer, Henry Simon. 
Les’s family would like to thank everyone who sent their condolences and also 
to Bill and Henry for the very moving service.  

It is with deep regret that I report the following Deaths 

The Kingsdon Christmas 
Quiz 

After the turkey and plum pudding 
what is called for is a good brisk 
walk around the village and what 
could make that walk more interest-
ing is to have a go at the latest 
Kingsdon Picture Quiz.                  
50 photographs have been taken of 
buildings in Kingsdon.  Well per-
haps to be more accurate small parts 
of those buildings, and all you have 
to do is ‘Name that House’   
The Quiz Sheets with the photo-
graphs are on sale at the Post Of-
fice / Stores for the paltry sum of 
£1. which should be returned to       
4 Manor Close by 1st of January.   
In the event of a tie, there will be a 
draw for the winner who will re-
ceive a £10 Voucher.                    
All profits go towards the Chronicle 
production costs. 
 

Here is an example, -  where would 
you see this? 



Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting:  Held on Thursday 8th November at 7pm. Present were Da-
vid Morris who chaired the meeting in the absence of Tony Masters who was ill.  Councillors  Pat-
rick Leahy, Richard Hollaway, Mel Clode, Adrian Balhetchet, Brian Turner, County Councillor 
Pauline Clark and District Councillor John Calvert. Minutes were taken by the clerk, Jenny Gamblin 
and there were also 6 parishioners. 
Minutes of the previous meeting were read and agreed.   
Matters Discussed:- 
1.      Proposed bus route diversion - this was still with Integrated Transport. 
2. Listing of Barn at Park Farm - Still waiting a reply. 
3. Road safety issues concerning the B3151 - A multi Parish Council meeting is being arranged. 
4. Kingsdon Village Design Statement - The proposal to adopt the statement was discussed at 

great length.  Ben Carlisle, author of the document addressed the meeting explaining that it 
was a Design Statement and not a Parish Plan and even after being accepted by the council it 
could be amended at any time thereafter.  There was a split vote and it was agreed to put the 
matter back to a future meeting to give Councillor Balhetchet time to put forward amendments 
deemed to be necessary. 

5. Langlands Farm Alterations - This matter had been put to Planning who have inspected the site 
and confirm that there had been no breach of planning regulations but will keep a close watch 
on future work. 

6. Village Precept - The estimate for 2008 was £2300 
7. Small Grant Application - The estimate for the work to improve the boundary garden around 

the village hall was approximately £600 
 
Planning Applications 
1.        Application to build a large garage at 10 Underwood Road, Kingsdon was turned down on the          
           grounds it would be too invasive by a majority vote.. 
2.  Application to demolish kitchen and rebuild with larger structure and other work at Old    
           Rectory Cottage, Top Street, Kingsdon was accepted by a majority vote. 
 
Kingsdon Parish Council Planning Meeting: Held on Thursday 22nd November at 7pm. Pre-
sent were Council Chairman, Tony Masters and Councillors Brian Turner, Adrian Balhetchet, David 
Morris, Patrick Leahy and Mel Clode.  Apologies received from Richard Hollaway.  Also present 
taking the minutes was council clerk Jenny Gamblin and 2 Parishioners. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and agreed. 
Planning Application 
1. Application to fit new front and rear doors at 12 Chapel Hill, Kingsdon.  To remove stud wall 
          ing and reinstate making two ensuite bathroom / shower rooms. Installation of a gas boiler and  
          flue. Fit a new rear window. 
          12 Chapel Hill is a listed building, work had commenced without authority but on instruction 
          was now on hold pending this application.  After discussion the application was granted with 
          advice to be given that the boiler and flue should be given a discreet solution as it was for a gas   
          boiler and would require a storage tank as there being no piped gas in the village. 
Any Other Business  
1. Dog fouling was again a problem.  Dog owners are asked to be careful and remove fouling  
           where applicable 
2. Further discussion took place regarding the Village Design Plan, it was agreed this should be  
           expedited. 
3. Closure of Manor School  -  It was agreed that a letter be sent to Bristol City Council          

expressing the Parish councils sadness and regrets should this closure go ahead . 
 

The Next Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting will be at 7pm                 
Thursday 10th January 2008 

 
Planning meetings take place within 7 days of receipt of an application     

Page 10 



Page 12 

 

The Kingsdon Chronicle and Money!  As we go to press the production cost of the 
Chronicle to date is £230.94 spent on a new printer, toner cartridges, paper and 2 small ink cartridg-
es. I have received a donation of a ream of paper and cash donations of £131 for Chronicle delivery, 
Christmas greetings,  Advertisements, Sponsorship and towards a new printer.  So as one can see, all 
contributions will be gladly accepted, and thank you to those who all ready have given.               
Cheques payable to Kingsdon Golden Jubilee Fund 

Kingsdon Carollers   
        
 
 
 
 
 
Led by Jenny  Gamblin will be singing 
carols around the village this Christ-
mas. All money raised  will go to the 
Yeovil Hospital League of Friends. 
Everyone are welcome to come along 
and join in the singing.  Carollers will 
meet outside the Old Stores at 7pm on 
17th, 18th and 19th December. 

All Saints Church, Kingsdon 
Sunday 4th November, All Saints Day saw All Saints 
Church fully packed for a Patronal Family  Service for the 
Somerton Benefice.  Norma, on behalf of the church war-
dens, would like to thank  everyone involved for making it a 
truly uplifting service. 
 
Church Diary for December 
16th December  -  Christingle  -  6pm 
20th December  -  Primary School Service  -  2.30pm 
23rd December  -  Crib Service  -  4pm 
24th December  -  Not Midnight Mass  -  9.30pm 
25th December  -  Eucharist  -  11am   
 
Brass Cleaning  -  January 2008  -  Jackie Ellis & Shirley  
                              Singleton 

 

Kingsdon Primary School Activities for December 
Saturday 1 December:                Christmas Fayre in the Village Hall 
Monday 3 December:                 Federation Carol Concert at St Michaels Church, Somerton 
Friday 14 December:                  Christmas Play 6.30pm at the Village Hall  
Monday 17 December:               Carols around the tree 5.30pm 
Thursday 20 December:              Christmas Service at the Church 2.30pm then break for Christmas. 
Monday 7 January:                     Return to school  

Kingsdon Ladies Club Meeting - 13th November 2007 
 

Lynne Davies welcomed 15 members to the meeting. 
The following announcements were made: - There is to be a Raffle, Bring & Buy and Bacon Butty 
morning on Saturday 17th November in the village hall for Church Funds.  On 1st December in the 
afternoon there is the Primary School Craft and Christmas fair followed in the evening with ‘Take 
Art’ at the village hall.  Four members are going to the Octagon Floral demonstration on 28th No-
vember. 
Birthday girls were Margaret Close and Jenny Gamblin 
The guest speaker was Mr D. Gill, who had been blind since 1978 after twice being stung by a wasp.  
His topic was mainly centred on his life with his guide dogs, four in all.  He had brought with him his 
present dog, Ozzy Boy who was very popular with the ladies.  Lynne gave the vote of thanks. 
Refreshments were provided by Jean Toole & Julie South.  Freda Curtis won the flutter. 
The December meeting will be the Christmas meal at the White Hart to be attended by 19 members.   
The meeting closed at 9.30pm  

Promotion for Ollie Bell 
Congratulations to 
Kingsdon Cricketer Oli-
ver Bell on promotion to 
Assistant Editor with 
Racing UK.  How about 
some tips Ollie! 


