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World Horse Welfare at
Glenda Spooner Farm
The CEO of World Horse Welfare would like to invite residents of Kingsdon for a preview of the new visitor centre at Glenda Spooner Farm, with morning coffee and pastries, at 11.00 a.m. on Tuesday 21st June.
If you would like to attend please let Wally know so he can let Glenda Spooner Farm know how many to cater for.
Tel: 01935 841444
mobile: 0779673935
Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com.
There are more details of the New Visitor Centre on page 14

Kingsdon Jubilee Fund
Raising Funds for Kingsdon Organisations:
The Church, Shop, Cricket Club, Village Hall, Seniors Club,
Ladies Club, Boule & Croquet Club and Future Village Events

Kingsdon Seniors Club
The Kingsdon Village Seniors Club meeting held on the
afternoon of 25th May 2016 proved to be a sparkling and
entertaining talk by Mr Ian Williamson on his fund raising travels in aid of St Margaret’s Hospice.
His video clips and slides illustrated an amazing trek in
Nepal last year, not long after the earthquake had caused
major devastation. It also included an additional week
assisting with rebuilding a house for a homeless family,
and the external decorating of a new cancer treatment
centre.
After an informative and eye opening talk members
were provided refreshment thanks to Leslie Higson &
Linda Parry

Kingsdon 100+ Club
May Draw Winners
The Draw was made at the Village Shop on 5th May
by Linda Beswick
1st £15

No. 113 Faith Barker

2nd £10 No. 18

Tickets from:
Kingsdon Community Shop or from committee members, Keith
Thomas, Guy Osborne, Ian Dibben, Babs Conway, Eric Russell
or Wally & Marilyn Elliott

3rd £5

Christine Clifford

No. 111 Wendy Brettell

Apology in advance
On the upcoming evening of Saturday 18th June,
George Edgar will be celebrating his 21st birthday with
a party in a field to the rear of Langlands Farmhouse.

Kingsdon Knitting Club

The Edgars would like to apologise in advance for any
To all knitters - Knitting Club Saturday will be on the 18th noise disturbance during the celebrations and will do
June, a week later than usual, as we hope you will all be preparing their best to keep it to a minimum
food for the street party.
Best wishes…...Mark & Michelle
Babs and Linda

The next Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting will be on Thursday 9th June 2016 at 7.30pm
The Kingsdon Village web site can be found at: http://www.kingsdon.org/

All Saints Church
Priest in Charge: Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029 (For ar r angement of Baptisms, Weddings and other
occasional services)
Curate: Chr is Hopkins Tel: 01458 272029
Church Warden: Mr s Bel Allan Tel. 01935 840878
Parochial Church Council: Secr etar y Nicholas J . Allan Tel 01935 840878 Tr easur er Alan Car nall Tel 01935 840692
Tower Captain: J ackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344
Church Services for June
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
kins

5th June
12th June
19th June
26th June

11 a.m.
9.30 a.m.
6 p.m.
10 a.m.

Family Service
Holy Communion
Evensong
Benefice Service at C. Adam

Mark Russell / Rev Alan Symonds
Rev Chris Hopkins
Rev Chris Hopkins
Rev Alan Symonds / Rev Chris Hop-

Church Rosters for June
Brass:
Kingsdon Village Hall
For all information (except bookings) contact: David Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd.
Kingsdon TA11 7LL Tel:01935 841453
For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close,
Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk
Bookings for June 2016
Short Mat Bowls Mondays 7.30pm - 9pm,
Tuesdays 10am - 12noon
Table Tennis Club Tuesdays at 7.30pm Not 14th
Yeovil Dist. Canine Soc. Wednesdays 6.30pm
Art Club Thur sdays 10am - 12 (Term time)
Pilates Fr idays 9.30am - 10.30am
Plunkett Trg. Wednesday 8th 9.30am - 4.30pm
Parish Council Meeting Thur sday 9th
Barn Dance Satur day 11th
Street Party Sunday 12th
Ladies Club Tuesday 14th. 7.30pm
Practical Study Group Wednesday 15th.
EU Referendum Thur sday 23r d
Seniors Club Wednesday 25th
Cream Tea Thur sday 30th 2pm - 7pm(Private)

Jill Waters

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club
The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings
(apart from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between 7.30pm and
9.30pm. If you are interested then please contact Shirley or Martin
Singleton on 841162 or just come along.
Kingsdon Seniors Club
The Seniors Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 3pm in
the Village Hall. New members are always welcome. For information contact Club Secretary Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close,
Kingsdon. Tel 01935 841444 email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk
Kingsdon Ladies Club
The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in
the Village Hall. New members and visitors are always welcome.
For information contact Club President Freda Curtis, Manor Park
Villa, Frog Lane. Kingsdon TA11 7LL Tel 01935 840898 or
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11
7LB Tel 01935 840344
Kingsdon Boule & Croquet Club
The club meets every Thursday afternoon in members’ gardens between 2 and 4 pm, weather permitting. For more details contact
Nina Carlisle 01935 840933 or email: ninacarlisle@talktalk.net

Kingsdon Cricket Club
Chairman : Mar ilyn Elliott 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somer ton, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444 07990673935
Secretary: Ian Bir r ell Water smeet, Huish Episcopi, Langpor t. TA10 9HE Tel 01458 259231 07817959709
Trustees: B. Car lisle, I. Bir r ell, J . Schofield
K.C.C. Fixtures in June
Captain / Treasurer: J. Schofield
Vice-Captain: P. Water s
Home matches start at 2.30pm - Everyone welcome

The Kingsdon Chronicle
The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation. Cheques payable to ‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’ The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers. Name and address
must be supplied but may be withheld from publication on request.. The Kingsdon Chronicle reserves the right to edit items
for publication. Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views of The
Kingsdon Chronicle production team. “All contributors are deemed to agree to their material in the Chronicle being published in the web copy on the village website. The editor will assume that all material supplied is original, or from copyright
free sources. (It is the contributor’s responsibility to gain any necessary permissions and to provide acknowledgments).”
Editor: Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444, Mobile 07990673935,
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Tyntesfield
Spectacular Victorian Gothic Revival house with gardens and parkland

Visit the National Trust property of Tyntesfield near Bristol on Tuesday 28th June. The coach will leave the village hall at
9.30am, the cost for the trip is £12 per person plus entry to the house. National Trust Members enter free.
At its heart Tyntesfield is a Victorian country house and estate, you will enjoy the transformation of a Georgian house to a
Victorian Gothic masterpiece and the collection of over 50,000 objects. Relax and enjoy the flower filled terraces and an
exquisite estate amid the Somerset countryside.
This outing is open to all Kingsdon residents, and the Seniors club will offer you a warm welcome, this is a great opportunity
to help create a village event and should prove to be a day out to remember.
Please book your seat through either Richard South Tel: 01935840912 or Brian Paine Tel: 01935842058 by Wednesday
15th June.

Please sponsor Maria in the

Please sponsor me for ‘The Race for Life’ that I'm doing on 19th June in Sherborne.
You can donate at ‘Just giving/Maria-Colton’, alternatively at the Kingsdon Shop
or the Kingsdon Inn
If I can get 100 friends to sponsor me £1 each, then I will have reached my target of
raising £100.
Thanking you all in advance.
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VISITOR CENTRE ASSISTANTS
Two part time vacancies
World Horse Welfare’s Glenda Spooner Farm is currently looking to recruit two people within their new visitor
centre. We have two permanent positions available; 20 hours per week and 8 hours per week.
As a Visitor Centre Assistant you will assist the Business Manager with the smooth running of our café/coffee
shop, ensuring all visitors are greeted and dealt with in a friendly and professional manner. You will also provide assistance to the Chef with the preparation of food as required.
We are looking for somebody with a sunny disposition who has excellent interpersonal and people skills. Ideally you will have experience of preparing and serving food in a commercial environment, however, training
can be provided where necessary. You will need to have a flexible approach to work as we will be catering for
corporate events and weddings some of which will take place in the evening.
If you would like more information please call Gillian on 01953 497233 or simply apply for either one by sending your CV and covering letter to jobs@worldhorsewelfare.org.
Closing date for applications: 3rd June 2016.

Espokes is an independent family run electric bike distributor. We are agents for Axcess electric bikes, Riese &
Muller, RooDog ebikes and Wisper.
We specialise in the sales, repairs and servicing of ebikes offering our expert advice should you need it.
We strive to give our customers what they need, which is why we operate a free no obligation try before you buy
scheme. We will advise you on what we think is right for you and give you the chance to try the bikes before you
commit, so you can rest assured you will be comfortable and happy on your new
purchase.
Our prices start from £799 and we have something to suit everyone’s budgets.
Electric bikes have the potential to double the average cycling commuting distance
which will have a positive effect on health and the environment giving a lower carbon footprint.
With the progress in battery technology we can now supply a stylish and affordable range of electric bikes enabling anybody from the age of 14 to contribute towards helping the environment.
With a minimum two year warranty, you can buy any bike from us and have the
confidence we will take care of you.
We will be attending the Bath and West Show, in the hall labelled ‘Somerset levels
and more’ from the 1st-4th June so please come and see us and book your free test ride.
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Kingsdon’s Celebrations for the Queen’s 90th Birthday
The Kingsdon Ladies Club invites you to join in the nation’s celebrations of the Queen’s birthday, with a street
party for a maximum number of 200 people, on Sunday 12th June 2.30 pm - 4.30 pm in the car park of the Village Hall (In the event of bad weather we will retire inside the hall.)
Please see the last page for more details and an attendance slip for you to fill in.

Kingsdon Ladies Club
The May meeting of the Kingsdon Ladies Club was held in the village
hall, and we welcomed husbands, children and all villagers as we had an
open meeting for all interested in "Meeting the Owls."
Freda Curtis welcomed Sharon from
Sharandys Birds of Prey of Wadeford near
Chard, to an audience of over sixty people and
we were delighted to be introduced to a small
part of her collection of owls. The first owl
presented to us was a young Tawny Owl, followed by a Barn Owl who flew the length of
the hall for a tasty morsel! Sharon, in her very humorous presentation, also introduced us to a
Snowy Owl, a rare black melanistic Tawny Owl, a magnificent Eagle Owl and a North American
Kestrel. The evening was a great success and enjoyed by all.
The next meeting of the Ladies Club is on Tuesday June 14th at 7.30pm in the village hall. The
speaker is Sarah Bailey, and the talk is 'Caricatures'. Sarah is willing to do 'on the spot' caricatures
for a cost of £3 so ladies come along and enjoy the evening. New members are welcome.
Page 5

Helpers Wanted…..please
Kingsdon Community Shop needs help with the following tasks that will finish off the great work already
done towards the refurbishment of our shop
Decorating of WC (painting of ceiling, walls, woodwork etc)
Boarding & Wallpapering of Bookcases (in tearoom area)
Weeding & general tidying of playground
Painting in the shop lobby (walls, woodwork & ceiling)
Other minor jobs as they arise
Please contact Rosemary/Eric at the shop if you feel you can help in any of these areas
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VISION AID OVERSEAS
COFFEE MORNING

Name the spectacle wearer quiz sheets
Available from Kingsdon Shop

VISION AID OVERSEAS COFFEE MORNING
Despite the poor weather, we had a splendid turnout for the
coffee morning on Saturday 21st May.
Our supporters dug deep and bought our home made preserves, cakes, plants and books and a total of £295 was raised.
A big thank you to all who braved the rain and a special
thanks to helpers Linda, Marilyn, Phyl and Jillian and all the
cake makers.

I will be taking a small team of 5 Optometrists to Livingstone, Zambia in early August where we will be delivering
Part 1 of the Vision Aid Overseas Refraction Training Programme to Ophthalmic Nurses and Ophthalmic Clinical Officers from all over Zambia. They are already very experienced in the detection and treatment of eye disease but lack
the skills to prescribe glasses when needed.
Fundraising is ongoing so Leslie Higson and I will be walking the Somerset Levels during The Langport Festival of
Walking on Sunday 12th June. If you wish to sponsor us and
donate what you find down the back of the sofa, you will find
a sponsor form in the Community Shop or visit me Just Giving page at http://www.justgiving.com/Nina-Carlisle3
Or anyone wishing to join us would be most welcome.
Thank you all for your support.

Nina

Collection Dates for Kingsdon in June
Wheelie Bins - Wednesday 1st J une,
Tuesdays 14th and 28th
Recycling
- Wednesday 1st June, Tuesdays 7th, 14th,
21st & 28th
Green Bins - Tuesdays 7th & 21st

Cardboard collections
Please do not dispose of large cardboard sheets, or large quantities of cardboard
boxes at the kerbside. If the cardboard container of a recycling vehicle becomes
full, it must either stop collecting card or return to the depot to off-load before the
round is completed, which risks delays to household collections and potential to
miss collections as rounds cannot be completed that day.

We will accept the equivalent of two recycling boxes worth of card in the boxes brown corrugated, grey card, packaging, greetings cards etc. Please flatten boxes
so they fit through the container slots on the trucks. If you have large sheets of
cardboard or more than two recycling boxes worth, please take them to a recycling
site for disposal or cut/rip up and put out over a number of weeks for collection.
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Cllr. Susan J. Mackay

Cottage Barn, Top Street, Kingsdon TA117JU
Tel: 01935 840023
Sue.mackay@kingsdon.net

Kingsdon Parish Council Surgery

Your parish council is looking at ways of better understanding the needs of the people who live in this community.
Once a month a member of the council will be in the village shop from 10:00 till 11:00am.
We’re there for you to call in and have a more social chat and give you the chance to discuss your ideas for our village.
Saturday 4th June will be Ian Dibben so please pop your head round the door and chat about ideas, issues, advice, we will
be listening.
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MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
Thursday 12th May 2016 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm
Present: Mr D. Beswick, Mr Ian Dibben, Mr Wally Elliott, Mr Guy Osbor ne, Mr s S. Mackay (Par ish Councillor s);
Mrs L.Moore (RFO); Mr David Norris (District Councillor); Mrs K Hatt (Parish Clerk) plus 12 parishioners
Apologies: Mr B.Paine, Mr P Water s, Mr Dean Ruddle (county councillor )
Minutes: These were approved last year
1. Election of Chairman: Nominations for the position of Chair man of Kingsdon Par ish Council wer e called for .
Mr. David Beswick was proposed by I. Dibben and seconded by W. Elliott.
There were no other nominations and Mr David Beswick was duly elected, all were in favour.
2. Election of Deputy Chairman: Nominations for the position of Deputy Chair man of Kingsdon Par ish Council
were called for.
Mr. Brian Paine was proposed by D. Beswick and seconded by W. Elliott.
There were no other nominations and Mr. Brian Paine was duly elected, all were in favour.
3. Confirmation of Councillors specific areas of responsibility
Mr W Elliott – Village field, emergency contact person, communication, playground checks
Mr D Beswick – environment, allotments and church link
Mr I Dibben – Village hall link and footpaths, possible maps
Mr G Osborne – highways, verges and also footpaths, Parish plan
Mrs S. Mackay – Shop link and parish plan
Mr P Waters –Trees (with D.Morris), Drains, ditches, litter and flytipping, working party of field
Mr B Paine – Former school field parish council link (work alongside Phil Waters with the existing committee)
Insurance and finance – the Responsible Financial Officer, L.Moore
Anthony Colton is continuing to look after defibrillator and it remains sponsored by Apex. (Check he is still happy with
this)
4. Presentation of accounts: This was given by D.Beswick.
It was agreed that the amount of information given by Lynn was wonderful and is always freely available for councillors
to view, she will now supply this to meetings on a quarterly basis.
These accounts will be available on the Parish Council website.
Any questions? There were none and it was agreed that these accounts could be signed off.
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5. Future meeting dates
Monthly meetings have worked really well, it keeps the momentum going. Any comments on continuing this?
It was agreed that we continue meeting every month.
It will continue the second Thursday of each month except August.
The meeting ended at 7.45pm.
The Parish council monthly meeting was held immediately afterwards.

MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON
Thursday MAY 19th 2016 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm
Present: Mr D. Beswick (Chair man); Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman); W.Elliott, G. Osbourne, S. Mackay, I. Dibben and P.
Waters (Parish Councillors); Mrs. K Hatt (Parish Clerk) plus 12 parishioners.
Apologies: Mr D.Nor r is and Mr D Ruddle
Chairman’s Report.
The Chairman, Mr D. Beswick , gave the following report: In the past, this meeting has been
held at the same time as the Annual Parish Council Meeting, effectively the council’s AGM and the first of the year’s now
monthly council meetings.
Given everything that is going on that arrangement did not seem to give enough time to this meeting which is an opportunity
for organisations, groups and clubs within the village to give everyone an update on what they have done over the last 12
months and possibly an indication of what they hope to be doing this coming year and in the future. It’s an opportunity for
people to get more involved if they wish and perhaps to celebrate the diversity of activities within the community.
I am sure that those people who are representing their groups tonight will be able to answer any questions you may have.
We have also taken the step of making the meeting a less formal and more sociable occasion, perhaps to encourage people to
chat about the various activities. But please remember that we need to hear the speakers and it is a structured meeting. I’m
required to chair the meeting so in the unlikely event that anything gets a bit heated, I hope you will acknowledge that role.
Let me kick off then with a brief review of what we as a council have been up to.
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Continued from page 10
As you can imagine this first year has been a bit of a baptism of fire having 6 new councillors. We decided from the start that
we would hold meetings monthly rather than bi-monthly because we anticipated a fairly steep learning curve and probably a
lot to do as a result. It seems to have worked well in that it has kept the momentum going and we have got a number of
things done.
The biggest item on our schedule was the purchase of the school playing field across the road and we are now within a gnat’s
whisker of signing the contract. It has been a bit of an uphill struggle with the legal obstacles that needed to be addressed and
some stop start negotiations with Somerset County Council, all of which Brian has pursued with dogged determination,
helped by members of the original working committee set up by the previous council. Almost there now and then we need to
think more deeply about what we are going to do with it. If you have any ideas, let us know and we can discuss them in council later in the year.
The other outstanding issue that we took on was the children’s play equipment in the recreation field. There were some understandable worries from local neighbours about the noise coming from the field and the loss of privacy for their properties
to children and of more concern, adults standing on the equipment and staring into homes. Thanks to some sterling efforts by
Phillip and a team of helpers, we now have a variety of bushes and trees around the equipment which will not only help to
screen it visually but should cut down some of the noise. I would also like to acknowledge those parishioners who gave donations to buy some of the trees but wish to remain anonymous. In addition, the type of planting used will eventually provide a
habitat for birds and other wildlife that can only add to the enjoyment of the field.
Ian and Guy, again with a team of helpers, have done a lot of work on the footpaths in and around the village and will shortly
are replacing some older broken styles with kissing gates that should be easier to manage for those of us who are less mobile.
I’m told that kissing is not compulsory. Please take advantage of the good weather that I’m assured is coming to walk as
many as you can.
(NB Ian corrects that this has now been altered to Marlow gates.)
The village web site has been extended in content and various links added to make it easier to access and more useful to users. As well as routine stuff like the accounts I understand there are or will be maps of the village showing amongst other
things all the footpaths. I won’t attempt to say any more because I have very little understanding of how these things work.
As far as I’m concerned, Twitter is something birds do and a Facebook is something the police use to identify criminals. If
you would like to know more, have a word with Ian after the meeting.
For the immediate future, we will be updating the village plan to keep abreast of the many changes that are taking or have
taken place and you will all be invited to make whatever contribution you wish to that process. Having an up to date plan
will help in any negotiations we may have to do in the future about building or other development. Details will be out later in
the year
There are lots of things going on in the village again this year, all of which will be advertised in the Chronicle so do keep a
look out and come along and support where you can.
That’s enough from me so we can now move on to the first of our individual reports, the County Council report from Dean
Ruddle, our county councillor.
Report from Dean Ruddle (County Councillor)
It has been 3 years since I was elected to represent Kingsdon, Somerton, Compton Dundon, Keinton Mandeville, The Charlton’s, Barton St David, Long Sutton and Kingweston on Somerset’s County Council.
Whilst continuing to serve as chairman of Somerton Town Council, I enjoy attending similar meetings around my Division to
keep me fully briefed on the difficulties and challenges we all face in these difficult economic times.
Again I have had to be party to some very difficult decisions especially in respect of necessary cuts to public services. In endeavouring to maintain current spending on education and welfare we have focused on eliminating waste, and bringing about
efficiency savings.
We have maintained a freeze on council tax for 4 year but unfortunately due to increasing government cuts to local authority’s, this year the county council and District council have had no choice but to put up council tax to maintain much needed
public services.
One of the major factors to the county council problems was the debt left behind from the previous administration of £350
million pounds .This costs the rate payers a staggering £26 million pounds a year.
However we have been working hard to reduce this liability, so as we will be able to cope with future cut backs.
Over the last year, I have granted money to many projects within my division. They are as follows:
Kingsdon had funding towards the community shop
Long Sutton had funding for their village hall
Money was given to set up a new citizen’s advice centre in Somerton.
Compton Dundon had money towards a muga.
Charlton mackerel had funding towards the sea scouts and the village shop project.
Barton St David also had funds for the village hall.
Keinton Mandeville had funding towards a youth project.
Once again I have successfully put forward 2 more highway improvement schemes.
The one-way system in West St, Somerton and the much needed improvements to stockelm in Compton Dundon.
Working together with both parish councils in Charlton mackerel and Compton Dundon I managed to secure from the flood
mitigation grant funding towards 2 schemes, totaling £75,000.
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continued from page 11
In Catsgore, Somerton, the residents and myself managed to get the speed limit reduced to 30 mph.
I am continuing to help the parish council to acquire the old school field.
Myself and David Warburton MP have secured the financial backing from the County council towards the new school in
Somerton. This has been a long arduous journey but hopefully we can now see the light at the end of the tunnel.
I hold a morning ‘Surgery’ on the third Saturday of every month in the White Hart Inn and look forward to touching base
with more of you then. In any event, please do contact Anne Yates using her Email address, anne.yates@btinternet.com, or
telephone (01458 274 865) and I will be in touch.
It's been a good year for all the parishes in my area and I have totally enjoyed it. Thank you for all your support.
Report by District Councillor David Norris:
First may I apologise for not joining you in person. Unfortunately, the SSDC Annual Meeting is also being held this evening
and I have a 3-Line-Whip to be there.
This year started extremely well for the District Council with the adoption of the Local Plan. However, things took a down
turn soon afterwards when it was determined that we no longer had a 5-year housing land supply. The impact of this was the
Local Plan was deemed to be ‘out of date’ and therefore could be given little weight when determining planning applications.
We have seen the impact of this with developers putting forward and getting approval for many speculative applications especially in the market towns. For the rural areas such as Kingsdon it means that little weight can be given to policy SS2
which was in the plan to protect villages such as this. Fortunately, the National Planning Policy Framework does give the
villages some protection but not as much as SS2. When will we have a 5-year land supply? Not for some time I’m afraid.
Because we set our target in the Local Plan at such a high level, a level we have met only twice in the last 10 years and then
only just, we have been deemed to have persistently under performed so now have to show we can achieve a figure 20%
higher than in the plan. The worst part is regaining a 5-year land supply is not in the Council’s gift. The problem is the developers are not building out there plans but land banking. The policy is set for the urban areas where the Councils are not
giving the approvals, but that is not the case in the rural areas. We are giving the approvals but they are not being built as
they are not economical. We are working with our MPs to get this policy changed.
On the financial front, the year started with SSDC dropping its Council Tax by 2% just before the election. Since then they
have been in saving mode to fill a £4.5m hole in the accounts and the Council Tax was duly put back up again this year. The
Council has also looked at sharing services with another local authority to save money. We decided it would not work to
share with Mendip District Council as they contract out many of their services, and we went a long way down sharing with
Sedgemoor District Council. The original plan was to try to merge at Chief Executive level and work downwards, but this
was not going to work so the current plan is to restructure SSDC as its own entity, and then see how we can share services
with Sedgemoor at officer level to make the saving needed.
The Council is also looking at how it can save money firstly by charging customers the true cost of services such as licensing,
but also the Council is seeking new enterprise initiatives to earn money.
The coming year is going to be very challenging, especially for the council staff, who are going to have to find the savings
needed to make sure we have a balanced budget in future years.
Former School Sport Field Report by B. Paine
Under the auspices of the previous Parish Council a working party was set up to seek the purchase of the redundant school
playing field from Somerset County Council. They successfully negotiated a price of £27500, following support from South
Somerset District Council. This will be funded by a public works loan, repayable over ten years, at a low fixed interest rate.
Negotiations with SCC between May and December 2015 proved frustrating, however a change of staff since the beginning
of 2016 has resulted in a fruitful dialogue and agreement has now been reached on the contract documentation and it is hoped
to have this signed in the next couple of months.
A statutory procedure is necessary prior to contract completion, which may take a further year, but the parish will have immediate access to the field once the contract has been signed. In the unlikely event that the outcome of the procedure was to
preclude contract completion there is provision for the Parish Council’s legal expenses, incurred since last June, to be refunded.
Senior’s Club by Brian Paine
A village club established many years ago, it still meets monthly (except August) and continues in a recognised annual format. There are eight afternoon meetings with guest speakers and typical topics over the past year being Bee Keeping, Battle
of Britain, the British Honours System and Scuba Diving. All such afternoons are also social occasions with ample time for a
chat over tea and biscuits. The December meeting is a Christmas lunch at the Kingsdon Inn, followed by a visit to a pantomime in early January. June sees an outing, this year to the NT property at Tyntesfield, followed by a garden party in July.
Art Group by Brian Paine
Another village activity that has been in existence for many years it meets every Thursday morning in academic term time.
Members use a variety of media e.g. watercolours, acrylics, pastels oils or charcoal and some of their output can be seen on
the walls of the village hall. It is a self-help group, rather than a class and members range from beginners to accomplished
artists.
Take Art by Brian Paine
There have been Take art entertainments staged in Kingsdon for many years. These Rural Touring Scheme opportunities are
possible because of subsidies from SSDC and the Arts Council. In the past year there has been a Bristol based group called
The Schmoozenbergs in the village Hall and a choir from Vermont USA in the Church, both of which were successful and
also raised funds for these important village facilities. Provisional plans are in an embryo stage for further concerts in the Church in the autumn and the village hall in spring 2017.
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Village Hall Report by Marilyn Elliott.
The full management committee has met twice during the last year to maintain a smooth running of the facility. A subcommittee formed to continually monitor the building and grounds; it has been meeting approximately twice a month. We
have had the annual electricity check and are in the process of collecting quotes to do the vital work required. There is a lot to
be done. The floor has been given a “makeover” thanks to Guy, Ian and Glenn, and the improvement looks good; the winter
months are still problematic with condensation and areas of the floor becoming uneven.
A caretaker has now been appointed. There has been a vast improvement and no negative comments.
The hall continues to be used on a regular basis by various clubs and organizations as well as for private functions. During
2015 the hall was used on 315 occasions, a little down on 2014, however, we are becoming the venue for children’s parties!
The lights are proving to be a success. People from all over are booking parties with us.
The committee has taken the decision to investigate what the future holds for the present hall. The question is, do we continue to spend on the present hall with more and more problems arising as the years go by or should we be looking at a new hall
in the not too distant future. Some builders have looked at insulating and have all said it’s not worth it – it couldn’t be done
and not worth the money. With this in mind we are enlisting the help of the Community Council for their advice as to the best
way forward.
David Beswick added: looking at the future of the village hall is a big decision for us all and impacts us all. We need to give
it great consideration as to what works for the village. There will be many more discussions about the future in other meetings, so if you have ideas or views please do let us know.
Neighbourhood Watch Report by Martin Singleton, Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator:
During the last year crime has remained very low in our village, with only to my knowledge, the theft of a box of fish from
outside Kingsdon Inn in June and on two occasions in June and September, the theft of lights from a pickup. Two vehicles
have been burnt out within the Parish, so there are criminals about!
PCSO Tim Russell remains our Community Officer and can be contacted on 07889 659275 or
by e-mail timothy.russell@avonandsomerset.police.uk
The Kingsdon Chronicle and e-mails have again been used successfully to circulate information to residents, for which we
thank Wally Elliott. Anyone who does not yet receive such e-mails and wishes to do so should ask Wally to add them to his
list. Further items of interest relating to Neighbourhood Watch will be displayed on the notice board in our Community Shop.
We must however not be complacent and always be vigilant as to our surroundings. In an emergency dial 999 or if you have
information about a crime, phone the police on 101
(This has a connection charge of 15p, none of which goes to the police) or you can call anonymously to the independent charity CRIMESTOPPERS on 0800 555 111
Kingsdon Chronicle report by Wally Elliott:
The Chronicle has had another busy year with more and more requests for inclusion of articles. At the end of November; we
reached a significant event when our 100th Edition was published. This was something I was particularly pleased about; even
after my by-pass op in 2010 we have never missed a monthly copy.
Each month approximately 175 copies are printed for distribution either within the village or being posted further afield. It is
also emailed to many people around Britain and to Australia, Canada, USA, Sweden & Italy.
All 105 copies of the Chronicle are now available on the Village website. It can be found by Googling…‘Kingsdon Chronicle’ thanks to Elaine Owen.
The question of only email copies has been examined. This has been ruled out due to not everyone being on line plus a lot of
people telling me they prefer to have a printed copy to hand that is readily available for referring to.
The finances remain buoyant thanks to the generosity of some parishioners, £100 annual contribution from the Parish Council
and the 100+ Club run by the Jubilee Fund in support of the Chronicle. As of 1st May the funds stood at £860 with an anticipated expenditure for the remainder of the financial year of £600. Leaving a surplus of £230 before any further income for
the year is received.
Kingsdon Cricket Club report read by Marilyn Elliott:
2015 was another enjoyable year for the club. It is very much a social club as well.
The club is indebted to Ben Carlisle who works tirelessly as the groundsman. The square is fenced off because it is so vital to
the game.
With careful watch on expenditure the cost of running the club was kept to a minimum at £3,500. This meant we were able to
end the year with a surplus of £400. We were therefore able to keep the player’s annual subscriptions to £150 per annum for
the 2016 season.
We are hoping to soon have mains water piped in from the new development which will obviously cost for installation and
there will be an annual charge, more expense for the club. Currently there is no running water or electricity.
For the 2016 season we have a full fixture list of 20 matches, we started the season on 24th April and our final fixture will be
on 11th September. These are displayed in the chronicle and at the shop.
The club is always appreciative of those vice-presidents whose financial support is much needed. We would welcome any
one who would like to become a vice-president.
In the 34 years since the club was formed it has been totally self-financing, in its early years it was a substantial fund raiser
for various organisations. Upon the closure of the Manor School the cost of running the club has increased dramatically. In
all our years we have never received any financial help or support at all from Kingsdon Parish Council or any council. It is
concerning because there is a lot of finance needed, particularly during the winter months when things need protected.
Everyone is welcome to come and watch and enjoy some refreshments.
David Beswick explained that if they need some financial support then please do put a proposal forward before the budget is
formed.
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World Horse Welfare:
The CEO of World Horse Welfare would like to invite residents of Kingsdon for a preview of the new visitor centre with
morning coffee and pastries at 11.00 on Tuesday 21st June. Please let Wally know if you would like to go so he can inform
them of numbers.
Glenda Spooner Farm is now very close to opening up their doors for the public to visit.
The plan is for us to be open 25th June (hence trying to get locals in first to have a sneak preview!). This is all of course subject to staffing and making sure all our H&S requirements/assessments etc have been ticked off and approved by local authorities; however this is the weekend they are aiming for.
Opening hours will be 11am – 4pm Wed to Sunday. Initially during this time our café will be open from 11am for ‘Brunch
through Lunch and Afternoon Tea’.
Our chef has now been appointed and is working away getting the kitchen and eating areas ready. Our dishes will be freshly
made using the finest local produce where possible but most definitely British! As we get established, we will open up for
the finest breakfasts around!
Our farm trails will be available to walk around, children’s playground in situ ready and waiting to be tested out by energetic
young visitors and the picnic area is starting to take shape. Our in house maintenance team have worked wonders with the
estate and everywhere is starting to look amazing. The area around the lake is the most beautiful and peaceful walk which we
would highly encourage our visitors to see.
Of course none of this would be relevant without our most important residents, the horses and ponies. Come and meet them,
talk to the staff about their stories and learn more about the work of World Horse Welfare.
Our state of the art conference suite is complete and has been tried and tested!!
Both this area and our arena will be available for private hire.
Parking and admission will be free and we are dog friendly.
A parishioner queried if the traffic was still going to be guided from the Langport Road, he is going to check on this matter
with Planning.
Church Report read by Martin Singleton
Throughout the past year services have been held at Kingsdon nearly every week, however attendances on the whole have
been low, apart from the Carol Concert, Christmas Eve and Easter services. Harvest and Mothering Sunday's were disappointing especially the latter when there were no children in attendance. The Harvest Supper provided by the Ladies Club in
the village hall lived up to its' usual standard and raised funds for the Salvation Army. On the 10th May a special V.E. Day
service was held, inspired by Freda Curtis, who together with Norma Black and her team, wonderfully decorated the church
in an appropriate manner.
Due to the shortage of Clergy, the pattern of services changed in the Autumn, which had a detrimental effect on congregation
numbers and consequently the income.
New Service Booklets were introduced also for Holy Communion, Matins and Evensong.
The monthly 'Contact' newsletter produced for the Somerton Benefice continues to be sold through the Community shop for
40p.
During the year the church was involved with the Village Fete in August, with a good Songs of Praise in the Marquee on the
Sunday morning and an Autumn/Christmas Bazaar in November in the village hall.
Other points worthy of note are:
The restoration of the Church Clock. Our thanks go to David Beswick and David Ellis for all their time and effort in making
it happen.
The purchase of a new St George's Flag.
The performance of 'Northern Harmony' in the church in April thanks to Take Art and the tremendous organisation by Julie
and Richard South together with Gill and Brian Paine. The choir from Vermont in the USA helped raise the excellent sum of
£700 for church funds.
The lighting again of a beacon on the church tower, this time to celebrate our Queen's 90th Birthday on the 21st April. Again
thanks to David Beswick and his team.
On the 17th July our Curate Chris Hopkins will take his final service in our Benefice as he is to become Vicar of the Baltonsborough Benefice. Our thanks and blessings go with him and his family. Recently trained 'Lay Worship Assistants' will
be helping at services in the future.
Finally, our thanks go to the Kingsdon Parish Council for their grant towards the upkeep of the churchyard which is a facility
for all parishioners.
David Beswick is looking for an assistant clock manager.
Table Tennis Club
It has been running for 18 years, every Tuesday, about 16/18 people are on the books. They play doubles on two tables.
Subs are very cheap. New members are always welcome.
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Continued from page 14
Kingsdon Boules and Croquet Club read by Brian Paine
The club was started by a group of villagers in the summer of 2013. It was initially funded by a grant from Sport 50 which
was a local initiative to encourage the more senior members of rural communities to participate in gentle sporting activities.
We were able to purchase a croquet set and pay for some initial tuition.
We were all rather green and hadn’t realised how complicated some of the rules of Association Croquet could be. However,
there are several different croquet games, one mysteriously called ‘golf croquet’, which is less complicated and has more
appeal for some of our players.
We have no official ground to play on so played in several members’ gardens initially but now we consistently play at Sally
Smith’s as she is the only member having a large enough lawn and room for a second, smaller lawn to be set out as well as
space for a boule piste. We are very grateful to Jim for maintaining this for us.
We have averaged 28 games each year and have played away on occasion. Our hope is to join a league once we are a little
more competent but the main reason for playing is to enjoy good company out of doors, not to mention the tea and cake at 4
o’clock.
We would welcome new members – tel Nina Carlisle on 840933 or email ninacarlisle@talktalk.net
David Beswick asked about the mower that had been bought by the Parish Council, this will be used to cut the sports field
once we own it.
David feels this more informal approach has felt better and we will continue it next year.
When you return to your groups, can you encourage a greater involvement from other group members as well as the usual
regulars?
The meeting ended at 8.57pm.

MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PLANNING MEETING HELD ON
Thursday 12th May 2016 IN THE VALLAGE HALL, 7.30pm
Present: Mr David Beswick (Chair man), Mr Wally Elliott, Mr Ian Dibben, Mr P Water s, Mr G Osbor ne and Mr s S
Mackay (Parish Councillors), Mrs K Hatt and 1 parishioner.
1. Apologies: Mr B.Paine, Mr P.Water s.
2. Declarations of Interest: None r eceived of any differ ence to those alr eady submitted.
3. Previous minutes: The minutes of the last planning meeting wer e r ead, appr oved and signed. This was pr oposed
by W.Elliott, seconded by S. Mackay, all were in favour.
4. Planning approvals: None r eceived
5. Planning applications: To consider the application: 16/01750/FUL Lower bar n.
The plans have been looked at; it is on the outskirts of the village.
As long as built in accordance with the plans the councilors can see no issues.
It was proposed to accept the plans by G.Osborne, seconded by S. Mackay, all in favour.
ACTION: K Hatt to email the planning inspector the decision.
Meeting closed at 8.52pm.

SSDC Planning Application Received
Application No: 16/02195/FUL
Application Status: Pending consider ation
Applicant: The J B Development Par tner ship Ltd
Location: Sher ston House and Damar House at Master s Cour t, Kingsdon Manor School, Kingsdon, Somer ton,
Somerset, TA11 7JZ
Proposal: Demolition of Sher ston House and Damar House semi-detached dwellings and replace with 2 new semidetached dwellings
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MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON
THURSDAY 12th MAY 2016 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm
Parishioner comment time:
None
Present:
Mr. D.Beswick (chairman), Mr. Wally Elliott, Mr. I. Dibben, Mr G. Osborne, Mrs S. Mackay (Parish Councillors); Mr. D
Norris (District councillor); Mrs L.Moore (RFO) and Mrs. K Hatt (Parish Clerk) plus 12 parishioners.
1. Apologies: Mr B. Paine, Mr . P. Water s and Mr D.Ruddle (county councillor )
2. Declarations of Interest:
As already declared, no changes. Reminded that at village hall discussion the committee member cannot discuss or vote.
3. Minutes:
The minutes of the meeting held on 14th April 2016 which had been previously circulated and were approved and signed;
proposed by W.Elliott and seconded by I.Dibben, all in favour.
4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items
D.Beswick – Talked to insurers and produced an asset register which has gone to internal auditors which they have signed
off. Discussion about the defibrillator, someone is getting back to D. Beswick on this matter. Insurance will only cover fire/
theft etc.
The village field is to be added to asset register at £0 value, proposed by G.Osborne and seconded by W.Elliott, all in favour.
Cones are now in place that we have received from PCSO, at Frog Lane, we will now see if this works.
We now have a new councillor – Sue Mackay,
Annual Parish council meeting – any groups who have received money are greatly encouraged to come and say how they
have used money and plans for the future
5. Chairman’s Report
Nothing else to report.
6. Correspondence
Tim Russell (PCSO) – email us a report on local crime should anyone wish to view it.
Road safety team – workshop aimed at 60+ drivers, W.Elliott will put a message in the chronicle to see if there is enough
interest. Action – W.Elliott.
Webber buses have gone bankrupt and will not be running from today.
Greenslade Taylor Hunt has responded to say the car park on the field would be possible should we wish, but this is not on
the agenda at the moment, not much support at the moment, but any comments from the parishioners are greatly welcomed
for our future discussion.
7. Finance
7.1 Financial Report
Lynn Moore has been transferring money from community account to savings account. She has also applied for on-line
banking.
David is the only person currently available to approve on on-line banking; Brian needs to present his details, to be able to
sign. Action – B.Paine.
KPC Account

Savings Account

01.04.2016
Net Cheque Balance
Transfer In
Transfer Out
30.04.2016
Opening Balance 01.04.2016
Net Cheque Balance
Interest
Transfer In
Transfer Out
Closing Balance 30.11.2015

£31,492.64
£812.49
£14,700.00
£20,000.00
£25,380.15
£13,293.20
£0.00
£0.00
£20,000.00
£0.00
£33,293.20

Clerk Services - April
Zurich Insurance PLC Insurance
SALC Affiliation Fees
A Attwell - Beacon Gas approved by K Hatt
22.04.2016
Clerk Services - August
2015 (missed payment)
- approved by D Beswick
22.04.2016

Tree planting on field
These payments were proposed by G.Osborne and seconded by I.Dibben, all were in
favour.

Accounting angels

£75.00
£568.91
£91.93
£26.65

£50.00

£317.70

£140
+£28
VAT
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8. Former Primary School sports field - sited at the (North West) junction of MowBarton Road and Lower Road, and
diagonally opposite the Village Hall: B. Paine has been in discussion with county council. Ther e ar e a few minor
legal jargon points to sort out. B.Paine has a meeting tomorrow to look at what is outstanding to sort these last points.
9. Litter Pick: P. Water s – next agenda
10. Annual tree planting strategy: P.Water s – next agenda
11. Village Field event: Discussion of village field event.
D.Beswick – it is a village funded field by tax payers. He is personally against private events as they are using a space and
stopping parishioners use it. It costs parishioners around £2000 a year, so at least there should be some sort of monetary contribution. For future use we need to agree what the protocol will be, some sort of strategy.
For this event, we are going to need to take it as an individual one off event until that document is produced.
S.Mackay had a few questions to clarify with the organisers.
Marquee company – who is covering the risk to employers?
Mervin Buckly introduced himself: he and his family have been associated with Kingsdon for many years, current family
also live in village. His daughter is getting married on the 29th July and wanted a cream tea event; hog roast later in the evening, no bar, may purchase from Kingsdon Inn but will be in plastic cups.
Insurance - £5million public liability insurance. Marquee also has £5million pubic liability – from Thursday morning until
Sunday afternoon.
I.Dibben had a meeting which covered items such as risk assessment; there will be somebody there on the day in high vis
jacket who is not involved in the event, to take control should there be any problems/emergencies. G.Osborne and I.Dibben
will meet with the event coordinator beforehand.
D.Beswick is content that if they are happy with risk assessment then he is happy. Other councillors need to contribute any
questions/ideas that they want covered to the risk assessment.
150 guests are expected. Local ice-cream van is arriving at 4pm.
No disco or bands. There will be a system to play music on for the first dance etc. The event co-ordinator will be checking
on the music volumes.
Guests will be arriving at 3pm; any music is finishing at 11am.
Has disabled access been considered? – there are none coming.
Car parking – we need to be very certain that emergency vehicles can get around.
The village hall is also booked for kitchen facilities and car park. Hoping to also use school playground.
The Kingsdon pub is happy for them to use their pub toilets but not the car park.
They will not be parking on the actual field.
Pedestrians will use the gate opposite the pub.
Are we going to charge them to do it?
W.Elliott – in this instance as we do not have a policy, we should not charge. The decision was no charge.
Wally Elliott proposed that the event takes place, seconded by S.Mackay, all in favour.
12. Future of the village hall: W.Elliott – concerned about the state of the village hall and what its life span is likely to
be, and what we do if it is a short one?
D.Beswick – there are parts in need of repair. Most builders won’t touch it because of its age. Do we do something significant with this hall or build a new one?
Ownership of hall – there is a declaration of trust – the Neil family gave this to the parish council so we own the building
and land. Management was set up to organise it and are the trustees. This includes some involvement in raising some money
towards the upkeep.
This is a village hall that we cannot do without. But how are we going to do it?
The committee do not have money to do it. A subcommittee has been looking at new local village hall. It is a massive project. We can join an organisation to help us.
We have current issues such as with the floor and electrics. Bookings are well up on last year but it does not fulfil what everybody wants it to do. We can get help from the community council, there are grants but these are running out. We need to
determine the way forward.
If it is pulled down and rebuilt, we wouldn’t want to lose the facility while this was happening, as bookings could be lost
permanently.
A feasibility study needs to be done, to see what the options are and where it could be built.
The declaration of trust says that an extraordinary general meeting needs to be held with the village including Lytes Cary
and Catsgore to decide if the hall is to continue to exist.
We need somebody to run this project – the people on the committee do not have the time or knowledge to do it.
David Norris - Does the village plan include developing the village hall? Include it as there can be money available for this,
seal money available.
Could possibly organise a professional to do it.
It was decided that a lead person needs to be found and a feasibility study needs to take place, followed by the EGM in the
first instance before we can go any further.
13. Date of next meeting
Thursday 19th May 2016, 7.30pm. The parish meeting, shop, church, croquet club, school to be invited. Tea, coffee, cake,
biscuits (light refreshments), encourage displays and what they are planning on doing, table set out. Action – K Hatt to organise and invite.
Thursday 9th June 2016, 7.30pm
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.45pm
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Kingsdon Parish Council
Draft Agenda
The Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting will be held on June 9 th 2016
in the Village Hall, Kingsdon, starting at 7.30pm
All welcome
Parishioner’s comment time – If you have any comments related to the following agenda items please do contact any
councillor should you not be able to make the meeting in person.
1. Apologies – to receive and approve any apologies for non-attendance
2. Declarations – to receive any declarations of interest
3. Minutes of previous meeting – to receive and approve the minutes of the monthly meeting held on the 12th
May 2016, the annual parish council meeting (12th May) and also the parish meeting (19th May)
4. Matters arising not covered by agenda- to report on actions from the previous meeting. Has there been
any interest in the driver’s workshop? B.Paine – details shown for on-line banking?
5. Chairman’s Report: David Beswick to report and make any comments on any important information.
6. Correspondence: Clerk and councillors to report on any communications not covered by the agenda
items.
7. Finance:
7.1. Financial report – report on current finances by the responsible finance officer and bank reconciliations
7.2. Cheque signing – cheques which have been paid and cheques for signing
8. Former Primary School sports field - sited at the (north west) junction of MowBarton Road and Lower
Road , and diagonally opposite the Village Hall - Update on the current situation by B.Paine
9. Litter pick – to finalise date
10. Annual tree planting strategy – to hear details of the plan – P.Waters
11. Date of next meeting
CLERK TO THE PARISH COUNCIL
THIS IS A DRAFT AGENDA AND SUBJECT TO SOME CHANGES THE FINAL AGENDA WILL BE DISPLAYED BY 5th June 2016 AT THE LATEST.

KINGSDON BOULE AND CROQUET CLUB
To avoid clashing with Seniors Club, it has been decided to change our club day to Thursday. We will meet at the same time
2 pm to 4 pm every Thursday in Sally Smith’s garden followed by tea and cake as always. The first Thursday meeting will be
2nd June.
We decided to try out our new found skills on a ‘proper’ croquet lawn on Thursday 19th May so our club visited Lytes Cary
Manor. We were made very welcome and enjoyed the beautiful setting in front of the Manor House. I’m not sure we saw any
improvement in our croquet but we had fun and enjoyed tea and cake in the cafe.
New members welcome. Contact Nina Carlisle on 01935 840933 or ninacarlisle@talktalk.net

Chrissie in the swim
Christine Osborne took part in the 15th Royal Navy swimming open meet on
Sunday 15th May. She achieved a silver medal in the 400m freestyle, silver medal in the 100 individual medley, bronze medal in the 50m butterfly and 4th in the
200m freestyle event for her age group ages 55-59. She also achieved 3 personal
best times. Well done Chrissie, all that training paid off!
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Dear Older Drivers
Somerset County Council’s Road Safety Team aims to reduce the number of casualties on the county’s roads through a programme of education, training and publicity.
Route 60+ is one of our most popular presentations and is run for older drivers.
The presentation addresses, not only show how vehicles have developed over the years, but also how our own driving skills
and habits may have changed; it then addresses how we can go about updating those skills.
Driving provides independence and is a skill that should be nurtured for as long as possible. If a driver stops driving for a period of time it is, inevitably, much more difficult to try and start again at a later date and this workshop is designed to help
drivers keep driving for as long as safely possible.
The presentation itself lasts approximately 60 minutes and there are opportunities to talk to members of the road safety team
about any driving or road safety concerns. The session is run free of charge and drivers don't even have to be over 60 to
come along!
If you think this workshop would be of interest to you, please contact me on 01935 841444 or email:
wallyelliott@hotmail.com. If enough people are interested, I will notify the Road Safety Team with a view to arranging a
session in Kingsdon.

Wally Elliott

Thank-you
I completed my abseil of 100ft from the hospital roof.
Thank-you so much to everyone who sponsored me to do
this. I raised £360 for the maternity and scbu unit at Yeovil
Hospital. I know it will help poorly babies and mums.
Kate H xxx

Found Walking Stick
An aluminium adjustable walking stick
has been found leaning against the wall
of the Old Post Office/Stores on Top
Street.
To claim please contact Wally Elliott
who will be only to pleased to deliver it,
within reasonable distance that is !!

A Family affair
Paige Waters goes out to bat with her father Phil in her first
cricket match for Kingsdon.

Kate is on the left.
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KINGSDON VILLAGE HALL
2016 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
(DRAFT) Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Wednesday 4th May in the Village Shop, Kingsdon at 7.30pm.
Present: Mr s Mar ilyn Elliott - Chairman, Mr David Thomson - Secretary, Mr Ian Dibben -Treasurer,
Mr
Wallace Elliott, Mr Guy Osborne & Mr Tim Owen.
There was no Kingsdon Village Residents present.
Apologies: Mr s Shir ley Singleton. The Chairman reported that apologies had been received from villager Freda Curtis,
who had also commented on the continued good work of the management committee.
1 Introduction by Chairman: The Chair man noted that ther e wer e no villager s pr esent for this the 2016 AGM.
It was agreed that the meeting would continue on a technical basis, completing the formal business items as required by the
constitution. A record would be made as normal for publication , information and retention.
2 Minutes of 2015 AGM held on 21st May 2015: The Chair man r eviewed the dr aft minutes of the 2015 Annual General Meeting. It was agreed by all present that the minutes represented an accurate and true record of the meeting. A motion
of acceptance was carried by those present. The Chairman duly signed the 2016 AGM minutes.
3. Matters Arising
3.1 The Village Hall electrical system review had been completed.
3.2 Hall hire rates and electricity charges had been raised during the year, as previously agreed. It was agreed that these
should be kept under continuous review and revised accordingly. The MCM would review.
3.3 Exterior improvements works had continued during the year and the Chairman recorded thanks for the volunteers. A
villager had offered to attend to the works required to the side/end area and to the door area.
3.4 Interior works had also been completed during the year, with a major improvement to the flooring. Again, thanks were
recorded for the volunteers. Many favourable comments had been received about the improvements to the flooring. It was
hoped also that works to improve the external drainage would relieve the dampness affecting the stage end of the flooring.
3.5 A large back-cloth and frame had been purchased for the rear (stage) wall and was still awaiting fitting. The Chairman
once again emphasised the need for volunteers to assist with the upkeep of village hall
3.5 The back storeroom remained a problem, with access a particular concern. However an outside storage area had not been
progressed.
3.6 Manor School Development - Progress was fully evident now and fully consistent with the developer’s plans . It was reported that two properties had been sold subject to contract.
4 Secretary’s Review: The Secr etar y Mr David Thomson r epor ted on the annual activities involved within the administration of the hall, detailing the duties by month, with October being the busiest month. The Management Committee
had met twice in May 2015 and January 2016 during the 2015/16 year , as required by the constitution ,to undertake and
ensure the smooth running of the Village Hall on behalf of Kingsdon Parish Council. An AGM was held May 2015 also as
per the constitution. Both meetings were fully and formally minuted , with draft minutes being published within the monthly
Kingsdon Chronicle.
The Village Hall is a registered charity ( Reg No: 304570, 23-05-1962 ), but is no longer zero rated for council tax. The Secretary arranged an appeal against this decision which results from a change in SC district policy. This appeal was successful.
The hall is fully licensed for music by the PRS and is fully insured under a bespoke Village Halls’ scheme. Bristol Fire undertook an annual survey and inspection during March 2016. Full details of the Village Hall facilities may now be found
within the village web site. Further details available upon request from the Secretary. The Secretary has prepared a calendar style summary listing of all the administrative duties with full contact information. This had been issued to all committee members. Committee member and meeting information is also updated and displayed on the VH notice board,
5 Treasurer’s Report: The Tr easur er Mr Ian Dibben pr esented the non-audited annual accounts for the year ending
31st March 2016. (FY 2015/16 ) and reviewed them in detail for the meeting . The FY 2015/16 accounts will be displayed on the village hall notice board , published within the Kingsdon Chronicle and additional copies are available on request from the Treasurer.. Generally the financial outlook remained positive . The Treasurer also issued and reviewed a detailed year on year analysis of transaction costs. ( FY 2013 – FY 2016) . The Treasure also issued a transaction count analysis on the same basis.
6 Chairman’s Overview: The Chair man Mr s Mar ilyn Elliott r epor ted as follows: Booking number s wer e r epor ted
to be slightly down on last year but children’s parties remained popular. Customer feedback on the Hall’s facilities remained
very positive especially with regard to the renovated flooring. The new Housekeeping and Caretaker arrangement had proved
very successful and the high level of general cleanliness had been commented upon.
The hall continues to be used regularly and a full Chairman’s report will be issued to the upcoming Parish Council meeting, as required by the PC
The new action orientated sub-committee (VHAC) established last year (2014/15) had continued to meet and address issues as they they arose. Working parties had been organised during the year to undertake general maintenance issues including exterior ground maintenance and interior upgrades.
With regard to the future of the village hall itself, (IE: Structure/Building), this would be referred to the upcoming PC meeting for review Finally, The Chairman recorded her thanks to the Management Committee members and all other village
volunteers for their individual/collective efforts and help during the year. . This volunteer help remained desperately needed and was greatly appreciated.
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Continued from page 13
7 Question Time: As ther e wer e no villager s pr esent, this item was r emoved fr om the agenda.
8 Election of Officers: In the absence of both any villager s being pr esent and any nominations being r eceived, the following Officers indicated that they were willing to stand for a further year’s service term and were duly re-appointed:
Marilyn Elliott – Chairman
David Thomson – Secretary
Ian Dibben – Treasurer
Date of Next Meeting: The 2017 KVH AGM ( FY 2016/17) will be held on Thur sday 4th May 2017 at 7pm in The Village Hall.
There being no further business, The Chairman thanked the management committee as present and closed the meeting at
7.50pm.
For General Information: The VH Management Committee (VHMC) manages Kingdson Village Hall for and on
behalf of Kingsdon Parish Council. An annual report is issued to the PC and an AGM is held to which all villagers are invited to fully participate. All bookings should be directed to the Bookings Secretary Mrs M Elliott. The Secretary is always
available for general enquiries. Further information may be found on the KVH Notice Board and on the village web site .
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Kingsdon Chronicle back-issues now on www.kingsdon.org
The task of uploading all the back issue of the Kingsdon Chronicle to our website is now complete. All 105 (issues
106 including this one) are now available on-line at www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle.

Issue Number 1 came out in October 2007
Finding a Chronicle is easy, you just click on the Issue number and the Chr onicle copy will open into a new
window. (This means that if you close the copy you will still be on the Kingsdon website). The newest issue is
highlighted, and recent copies have pictures of the front pages too. The Chronicles are PDF’s so you can print them
out (entirely or just certain pages) or download them to your own computer or tablet to read later.

Copies of the Chronicle appear on the website shortly after paper copies have been distributed, usually within a day
or two. A back up of all these Chronicles also exists in a cloud store to which the editor, web editor and parish clerk
have access, thus ensuring that this important village archive remains safe.
Looking at these back issues brings the recent past of our village to life, particularly through the colour photography
so we hope you enjoy browsing the Chronicles online. PS There is NO intention to discontinue the paper copies!
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THE KINGSDON SWIFTS
By Peter Crowter

The Kingsdon Inn, the village school, there used to be a link,
Now there’s a little teaser that may make you stop and think.
One was where the grown-ups went to have a beer and chat,
And one where kids were taught to read and other stuff like that.
But both had other visitors that flew in once a year,
They didn’t come for learning or to buy a pint of beer,
And somewhere in the roof they went to build there shallow nest,
The only time throughout the year they give their wings a rest.
The swift is an amazing bird it spends life on the wing,
In fact when it is in the air it can do anything.
It eats, it sleeps, it even mates it never stops to rest,
The only time it stops it’s flight is when it has to nest.
And should it land upon the ground it can’t take off again.
If no one lends a helping hand then there it must remain.
We once found one outside the pub, it looked a sorry sight,
We picked it up and let it go and it resumed it’s flight.
I used to love to watch them on their summer evening flight,
They flew in squadrons round the school and screamed with sheer delight.
On sickle wings as black as night they carved the evening air,
The kids are gone but hopefully the swifts still party there.
I URGE ALL MY FRIENDS TO READ & SHARE THIS; YOU COULD SAVE A LOVED ONES LIFE BY KNOWING
THIS SIMPLE INFORMATION!!!
Stroke has a new indicator! They say if you forward this to ten people, you stand a chance of saving one life. Will you send
this along? Blood Clots/Stroke - They Now Have a Fourth Indicator, the Tongue:
During a BBQ, a woman stumbled and took a little fall - she assured everyone th...at she was fine (they offered to call paramedics) ...she said she had just tripped over a brick because of her new shoes.
They got her cleaned up and got her a new plate of food. While she appeared a bit shaken up, Jane went about enjoying herself the rest of the evening.
Jane's husband called later telling everyone that his wife had been taken to the hospital - (at 6:00 PM Jane passed away.) She
had suffered a stroke at the BBQ. Had they known how to identify the signs of a stroke, perhaps Jane would be with us today. Some don't die. They end up in a helpless, hopeless condition instead.
It only takes a minute to read this.
A neurologist says that if he can get to a stroke victim within 3 hours he can totally reverse the effects of a stroke...totally. He
said the trick was getting a stroke recognized, diagnosed, and then getting the patient medically cared for within 3 hours,
which is tough.
>>RECOGNIZING A STROKE<<
Thank God for the sense to remember the '3' steps, STR. Read and Learn!
Sometimes symptoms of a stroke are difficult to identify. Unfortunately, the lack of awareness spells disaster. The stroke victim may suffer severe brain damage when people nearby fail to recognize the symptoms of a stroke.
Now doctors say a bystander can recognize a stroke by asking three simple questions:
S *Ask the individual to SMILE.
T *Ask the person to TALK and SPEAK A SIMPLE SENTENCE (Coherently)
(i.e. Chicken Soup)
R *Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH ARMS.
If he or she has trouble with ANY ONE of these tasks, call emergency number immediately and describe the symptoms to
the dispatcher.
New Sign of a Stroke -------- Stick out Your Tongue
NOTE: Another 'sign' of a stroke is this: Ask the person to 'stick' out his tongue. If the tongue is
'crooked', if it goes to one side or the other that is also an indication of a stroke.
A cardiologist says if everyone who gets this e-mail sends it to 10 people; you can bet that at least one life will be saved.
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There was a farmer in the field with his cows and he counted
196 of them... but when he rounded them up, he had 200.

Two parrots on a perch, one says, “can you smell fish?”
An elderly couple returned to a Mercedes dealership to find
the salesman had just sold the car they were interested in to
a beautiful, leggy, busty blonde. "I thought you said you
would hold that car till we raised the $75,000 asking price,"
said the man. "Yet I just heard you closed the deal for
$65,000 to that lovely young lady there. You insisted there
could be no discount on this model."
"Well, what can I tell you? She had the ready cash, and just
look at her, how could I resist?" replied the grinning salesman.
Just then the young woman approached the old folks and
handed them the keys.
"There you go," she said. "I told you I could get this joker
to drop the price. See you later, grandpa.”
An actor had been out of work for years because he always
forgot his lines. One day he got a phone call from a director
who wanted him for an important part in a play. All the actor had to say was, “Hark! I hear the cannon roar!"
Opening night arrived, and while he waited in the wings,
the actor muttered to himself, “Hark! I hear the cannon roar!
Hark! I hear the cannon roar!" The time for the entrance
finally came. As the actor made his appearance onstage, he
heard a loud BOOOOM! He turned around and said, “What
the heck was that?”
Deep in the back woods of Tennessee, a farmer's wife went
into labor in the middle of the night and the doctor was
called out to assist in the delivery. Since there was no electricity, the doctor handed the father-to-be a lantern and said,
"Here. You hold this high so I can see what I am doing."
Soon, a baby boy was brought into the world.
"Whoa there," said the doctor, "don't be in such a rush to
put that lantern down. I think there's another one coming."
Sure enough, within minutes he had delivered a baby girl.
"Hold that lantern up, don't set it down there's another one!"
said the doctor. Within a few minutes he had delivered a
third baby.
"No, don't be in a hurry to put down that lantern, it seems
there's yet another one coming!" cried the doctor.
The farmer scratched his head in bewilderment, and asked
the doctor, "You think it might be the light that's attracting
them?"

My husband and i were dressed and ready to go out for a
lovely evening of dinner and theatre. Having been burgled in
the past, we turned on a 'night light' and the answering machine, then put the cat in the backyard. When our cab arrived, we walked out our front door and our rather tubby cat
scooted between our legs inside, then ran up the stairs. Because our cat likes to chase our budgie we really didn't want
to leave them unchaperoned so my husband ran inside to
retrieve her and put her in the back yard again.
Because i didn't want the taxi driver to know our house was
going to be empty all evening, i explained to him that my
husband would be out momentarily as he was just bidding
goodnight to my mother. A few minutes later he got into the
cab all hot and bothered, and said (to my growing horror and
amusement) as the cab pulled away.
"Sorry it took so long but the stupid bitch was hiding under
the bed and i had to poke her arse with a coat hanger to get
her to come out! She tried to take off so i grabbed her by the
neck and wrapped her in a blanket so she wouldn't scratch
me like she did last time. But it worked! I hauled her fat arse
down the stairs and threw her into the backyard....she had
better not shit in the vegetable garden again."
The silence in the taxi was deafening.....
A young monk arrives at the monastery.
He is assigned to helping the other monks in copying the old
canons and laws of the church by hand.
He notices, however, that all of the monks are copying from
copies, not from the original manuscript. So, the new monk
goes to the Old Abbot to question this, pointing out that if
someone made even a small error in the first copy, it would
never be picked up! In fact, that error would be continued in
all of the subsequent copies.
The head monk, says, "We have been copying from the copies for centuries, but you make a good point, my son."
He goes down into the dark caves underneath the monastery
where the original manuscripts are held as archives, in a
locked vault that hasn't been opened for hundreds of
years. Hours go by and nobody sees the Old Abbot.
So, the young monk gets worried and goes down to look for
him.
He sees him banging his head against the wall and wailing.
"We missed the R! We missed the R! We missed the
bloody R!"
His forehead is all bloody and bruised and he is crying uncontrollably.
The young monk asks the old Abbot, "What's wrong, father?"
With a choking voice, the old Abbot replies, "The word
was ....
CELEBRATE!"
One week before her wedding, a mother pulls aside her
daughter (and bride-to-be). She says, "I will now give you
the advice that has been passed down from generation to
generation, from woman to woman."
The daughter listened attentively, curious as to what the advice would be.
The mom continued, "Cook a man a fish and you feed him
for a day. But teach a man to fish, and you get rid of him for
the whole weekend."
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Kingsdon Festival Weekend over the August Bank Holiday 26th to 28th August 2016
The proposal for the annual Kingsdon Festival are as follows:
A marquee has been booked and will be sited on the village field as in previous years. A licensed bar to be open during events
Friday evening 26th August - An evening with the delightful awar d winning singer ’BREEZE’
Saturday 27th August - Daytime - Pr oposals ar e Village Fete / Hor ticultur al / Flower Show and Ar ts & Cr afts,
Cream Teas, Guess the ponies weight, Face Painting, Classic Cars / Agricultural
Machinery display etc. The annual Scarecrow competition
Evening - The Kingsdon Big Band dance
Sunday 28th August commences with Songs of Praise followed by a Picnic Lunch party. In the after noon, if ther e is
enough interest, would be the ideal time for the Kingsdon Fun Sports Day and / or Treasure Hunt and a Musical Evening to
finish off the weekend.
Are you a green fingers expert, we could do with your help with running the Horticultural / Flower Show, please let a committee member know if you would like to be involved.
I am sure we have arts and crafts people who would love to take on the running of an exhibition & show in the marquee,
please do get in touch. Any ideas of other events for the weekend would be very much appreciated, please give your ideas
to any committee member - Keith Thomas, Babs Conway, Ian Dibben, Mark Freeman, Eric Russell, Guy Osborne,
Marilyn & Wally Elliott Thanks.

Kingsdon Festival

To be held on Friday 26th / Saturday 27th / Sunday 28th August
The preparations for the Kingsdon Annual Festival are well under way. The organising committee, Keith Thomas, Ian Dibben, Guy Osborne, Babs Conway, Andy Fryer, Eric Russell and Marilyn & Wally Elliott are meeting regularly to ensure the
event will run smoothly and safely.
The proposed programme of events in the Marquee on the village field over the 3 days :

Friday 26th August - A

cabaret evening with ‘Breeze’

To hear Breeze sing go to:
https://soundcloud.com/ace-megarex-1/breeze-nothing-compares-2-u

Saturday 27th August - Daytime The Village Fete - Stalls & Games

Classic Cars / Motor Cycles & Tractors display
Cream Teas

The Kingsdon Big Band
Sunday 28th August -

Songs of Praise
The Village Lunch Party
Treasure Hunt
Evening entertainment T.B.A.

Does anyone want a stall?
Request for loan of gas BBQ’s and BBQ helpers
Has anyone got an awning / shelter that could be used for the BBQ
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Thinking about selling or letting your property?
Looking for a new home in the local area? Then look no further. …
Kingsdon Resident Gabby Osborne is your local property expert & the new Branch Manager at
Palmer Snell in Somerton.
Gabby has lived in Kingsdon for over 20 years & has been an estate agent in the local area for 9
years.
Who better to sell your property than someone who knows the area, knows the market & is passionate about the village.
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Kingsdon Celebrates the Queen’s 90th Birthday
The Kingsdon Ladies Club invites you to join in the nation’s celebrations of the Queen’s birthday, with a street
party for a maximum number of 200 people, on Sunday 12th June 2.30 pm – 4.30 pm. It is hoped to do this by donations of sandwiches, savouries, cakes, etc. or a monetary donation if preferred.

Sandwiches – if possible, please, donations of a loaf of bread made into sandwiches, with one of the following
fillings. Brown or white bread, medium sliced, with crusts on. 30 loaves required in total.
salmon OR tuna
egg mayonnaise
ham – on it’s own
cheese & chutney OR cheese & tomato
cream cheese with cucumber

Sausage rolls – small - 8 batches of 50.

Cocktail sausages – 8 batches of 50.

Cakes - fairy cakes or cake slices, 20 trays of 20

Packets of crisps, cheddars, Pringles etc.

Selection of sweet biscuits.

Please fill in the slip below if you are hoping to attend and willing to donate any of the above food items.
PLEASE RETURN ALL SLIPS BY 1ST JUNE – a box will be provided in the Shop for the completed slips.

The village hall will be open from 12.30 on the day of the street party for plated food donations to be left.

As this is a village event, there will be limited spaces and the aim is to seat as many villagers as possible. Extended family places will be dependent on overall numbers counted on 1st June.

Any queries please phone Babs Conway 841811 / Ann Leahy 840502

NAME/NAMES OF VILLAGERS ATTENDING

.........................................................

