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Happy 90th, Douglas!

Congratulations Kelly Osborne

Kingsdon resident Douglas Higson will celebrate his 90th birthday on May 8 with a family party. Taking part will be most of
his clan, which includes four sons, their spouses and 12 grandchildren, plus Leslie’s son, daughter-in-law and two more grandchildren who will attend from Germany. His son and family who
reside in Australia will participate via Skype.

Kelly Osborne graduated from the Open University with a
2.1 BSc honours degree in Psychology and has recently
been successful in gaining one of ten places from 200 candidates onto the Educational Psychology Doctorate at
Bristol University.

Douglas was born in Frome in 1926 and grew up with his seven
siblings in the village of Nunney in sight of Nunney Castle. He
served with the Fleet Air Arm during the war (see photo of
Douglas, aged 20, in his uniform, below). After the war, he qualified as a Chartered Accountant and travelled world-wide in his
career.
Following the death of his first wife, he moved to Hawaii, where
he eventually met and married Leslie. After moves to California
and then Seattle, they ultimately settled in Kingsdon, where
they’ve now happily resided for more than 10 years.

Kelly set her goal of becoming an Educational Psychologist 12 years ago when she first started working as a Behaviour Assistant at Maiden Beech Academy, Crewkerne.
She has since built up a catalogue of various experience in
education with a focus on special educational needs. She
then completed her OU degree over 4 years whilst working full time and is now set to start her new adventure as a
trainee Educational Psychologist in September.
Pictured
A very proud Kelly with her equally proud parents,
Christine & Guy

The next Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting will be on Thursday 12th May 2016 at 7.30pm
The Kingsdon Village web site can be found at: http://www.kingsdon.org/

All Saints Church
Priest in Charge: Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029 (For ar r angement of Baptisms, Weddings and other
occasional services)
Curate: Chr is Hopkins Tel: 01458 272029
Church Warden: Mr s Bel Allan Tel. 01935 840878
Parochial Church Council: Secr etar y Nicholas J . Allan Tel 01935 840878 Tr easur er Alan Car nall Tel 01935 840692
Tower Captain: J ackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344
Church Services for May
Sunday
1st May
Thursday 5th |May
Sunday
8th May
Sunday
15th May
Sunday
22nd May
Sunday
29th May

11 a.m.
7.30 p.m.
9.30 a.m.
6 p.m.
9.30 a.m.
10 a.m.

Family Service
Benefice Holy Communion (Ascension Day)
Morning Prayer
Evensong
Holy Communion
Benefice Holy Communion Somerton

Rev Chris Hopkins
Rev Chris Hopkins
Rev Alan Symonds
Rev Chris Hopkins
Rev Chris Hopkins
Rev Alan Symonds /
Rev Chris Hopkins

Church Rosters for May
Flowers:

Brass: Jenny Bassham
Bel Allan & Isobel Thomson

Kingsdon Village Hall
For all information (except bookings) contact: David Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd.
Kingsdon TA11 7LL Tel:01935 841453
For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close,
Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk
Bookings for May 2016
Short Mat Bowls Mondays 7.30pm - 9pm,
Tuesdays 10am - 12noon
Table Tennis Club Tuesdays at 7.30pm Not 10th
Yeovil Dist. Canine Soc. Wednesdays 6.30pm
Art Club Thur sdays 10am - 12 (Term time)
Pilates Fr idays 9.30am - 10.30am
PCC Election Thur sday 5th
Ladies Club Tuesday 10th. 7.30pm
Parish Council Meeting (1) Thur sday 12th
Practical Study Group Wednesday 18th.
Parish Council Meeting (2) Thur sday 19th
Seniors Club Wednesday 25th

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club
The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings
(apart from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between 7.30pm and
9.30pm. If you are interested then please contact Shirley or Martin
Singleton on 841162 or just come along.

Kingsdon Seniors Club
The Seniors Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 3pm in
the Village Hall. New members are always welcome. For information contact Club Secretary Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close,
Kingsdon. Tel 01935 841444 email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk
Kingsdon Ladies Club
The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in
the Village Hall. New members and visitors are always welcome.
For information contact Club President Freda Curtis, Manor Park
Villa, Frog Lane. Kingsdon TA11 7LL Tel 01935 840898 or
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11
7LB Tel 01935 840344

Kingsdon Boule & Croquet Club
The club meets every Wednesday afternoon in members’ gardens between 2 and 4 pm, weather permitting.
For more details contact Nina Carlisle on : 01935 840933 or email: ninacarlisle@talktalk.net
Kingsdon Cricket Club
Chairman : Mar ilyn Elliott 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somer ton, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444 07990673935
Secretary: Ian Bir r ell Water smeet, Huish Episcopi, Langpor t. TA10 9HE Tel 01458 259231 07817959709
Trustees: B. Car lisle, I. Bir r ell, J . Schofield
Captain / Treasurer: J. Schofield
Vice-Captain: P. Water s
The Kingsdon Chronicle
The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation. Cheques payable to ‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’ The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers. Name and address
must be supplied but may be withheld from publication on request.. The Kingsdon Chronicle reserves the right to edit items
for publication. Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views of The
Kingsdon Chronicle production team. “All contributors are deemed to agree to their material in the Chronicle being published in the web copy on the village website. The editor will assume that all material supplied is original, or from copyright
free sources. (It is the contributor’s responsibility to gain any necessary permissions and to provide acknowledgments).”
Editor: Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444, Mobile 07990673935,
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Northern Harmony
Kingsdon Church was packed on Tuesday evening 19th April to enjoy sixteen sparkling young singers from Vermont
(USA), who form the unique music vocal ensemble Northern Harmony.

“We would like to express our gratitude to the many residents and friends who supported the recent concert, held in
All Saints Church, featuring Northern Harmony. A total
of 115 tickets were sold.
Furthermore a big thanks to the numerous volunteers who
enabled the success of the event, and a special vote of
thanks to the kind folks who provided overnight accommodation for the sixteen choir members.
It is with pleasure we can advise that, after expenses, the
event raised £650 for church funds.
Brian & Gill
Richard & Julie”.

The singers from Northern
Harmony and their Kingsdon
hosts who very generously
provided B & B for all the
performers.
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Glenda Spooner Farm update…
The countdown begins……! By the time this article goes to print
we hope to have proudly taken over the reins of our fabulous new
development! There are still some last minute tweeks and finishing touches to carry out but the light is now at the end of the tunnel. Our staff are currently busy sorting out furnishings and
equipment. So much that we take for granted in everyday use and
items for our new Visitor Centre that we suddenly find we need to
acquire!
At last, it will be fantastic for our staff to have the brand new indoor facility to work in which will enable them to progress with
the rehabilitation work for our ever growing equine family. Furthermore, this will showcase a superb new establishment in the
South West region of the country for the charity to carry on the
important work of rescuing, rehabilitating and rehoming an ever
increasing amount of horses and ponies who need our help. To
keep dry from the unpredictable English weather is a huge bonus too!
We hope to open our doors to the general public in early summer and whilst we do not have a fixed opening date yet, please
rest assured that we will organise an afternoon for local residents to come along for a sneak preview and sample our delicious afternoon tea treats prepared by our new Chef.
Finally, in closing we must mention that World Horse Welfare are delighted and honoured to be the chosen charity of the
event for the upcoming and world renowned Badminton Horse Trials, which takes place 4th- 8th May. If you are going to the
event, do come and visit the stand and look out for May, our adoption horse who is making a star appearance. One of the
highlights of the event will be ‘The Invisible Horse Trail’. Go to the link to catch up with the latest news. Even if you don’t
get to see the horses on the trail at Badminton, they will all be on display at Glenda Spooner Farm for a short while before
being auctioned off to their new homes at a fundraising gala event in London this coming autumn, with the proceeds of funds
raised coming back to World Horse Welfare.
http://www.worldhorsewelfare.org/The-Invisible-Horse-Trail

VISION AID OVERSEAS
This year I will be taking a team of 5 Optometrists and a Dispensing Optician
to Livingstone in Southern Zambia in the first two weeks of August.
We will be delivering Part 1 of our Refraction Training Programme to 12 Ophthalmic Nurses and Ophthalmic Clinical Officers. Two further teams will continue the training which will enable our trainees to extend their eye care skills. They are already highly skilled in the detection and treatment of eye disease but lack the necessary skills to prescribe spectacles when
needed.
Fundraising is ongoing and I will again be taking part in the Langport Festival of Walking on 12th June. If you would like to
sponsor me please contact me on 01935840933 or visit my JustGiving page: www.justgiving.com/Nina-Carlisle3 where
you can donate on line. I will be holding a coffee morning / sale of preserves / plants / cakes and books at home on May 21st
and the annual Spectacular Quiz is available at the Kingsdon Community Shop.
Thank you all for your support. Nina Carlisle

Will you marry me?

Great moment at the end of the London marathon caught on camera by Ashley (Fryer) Fitzgerald as Adam Ruddick proposes
to his girlfriend Rachel Newell after the pair finished the marathon side-by-side.
Having posted the photos on twitter, Ashley tweeted: To all the journalists who've used my photos from the marathon (for
free!), please consider donating to @breastcancernow. Thank you……………. The Kingsdon Chronicle has sent a donation
to Breast Cancer Now.
Ashley is the daughter of Andy & Hilarie Fryer of Kingsdon. She is a PR Manager with St John Ambulance PR team. and is
also a London-based blogger with a passion, so I’m told, for gin and cake. Ashley loves to cook and you can find lots and
lots of her original recipes on Peach Trees and Bumblebees.
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Kingsdon Ladies Club
The April meeting of the Ladies Club was attended by 16 members. Jean Toole and Connie Burgess were presented with
birthday posies.
Freda Curtis welcomed Margaret Harper who spoke us to about the art of fusing glass to make jewellery.
Margaret, a retired personnel manager, started her craft career making cards for a Spanish Animal rescue charity, but soon
realised that this was not for her. She then saw items made from very special Dichroic glass imported from U S A, and was
hooked!! This glass, a tiny sheet 4 inches by 2 inches sells for £15 so is very special!
She then spent £1,000 to buy a kiln and grinding machine! At the end of her talk we were able to purchase jewellery from a
wonderful display of her work.
She sells her work at craft fairs and the Taunton Flower Show and gives all her profits to charity. So far she has raised
£10,000 for the Beacon Centre at Musgrove Hospital Taunton, and has almost raised another £1,000 since then.
The next meeting is an Open Meeting and we welcome families, children in particular, as the talk is OWL OBSESSION given by Anna Paine, and she will be bringing some of her owls with her.
The meeting is in the village hall at 7.30. There is NO entrance fee but donations welcome.

OPEN MEETING - all welcome
th

Tuesday 10 May
At 7.30pm
in the
Kingsdon Village Hall
The Speaker is
Anna Paine
The talk is

Owl Obsession
Come and meet the Owls

Families welcome
No entrance fee but donations accepted
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Cllr. Susan J. Mackay

Cottage Barn, Top Street, Kingsdon TA117JU
Tel: 01935 840023

Kingsdon Parish Council Surgery

Your parish council is looking at ways of better understanding the needs of the people who live in this community.
Once a month a member of the council will be in the village shop from 10:00 till 11:00am.
We’re there for you to call in and have a more social chat and give you the chance to discuss your ideas for our village.
Saturday 4th May will be David Beswick so please pop your head round the door and chat about ideas, issues, advice, we
will be listening.
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Draft Minutes of the Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 14th April
at 7.30pm in Kingsdon Village Hall
Parishioner comment time: None
Present: Mr . D.Beswick (chair man), Mr . Br ian Paine (vice-chairman); Mr. Wally Elliott, Mr. I. Dibben, (Parish Councillors); Mr. D. Ruddle (County Councillor); Mr. D Norris (District councilor) and Mrs. K Hatt (Parish Clerk) plus 6 parishioners.
1. Apologies: Mr . P. Water s, Mr . G. Osbor ne and Mr s. L Moor e (RFO).
2. Declarations of Interest: As alr eady declar ed, no changes.
3. Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 10th Mar ch 2016 which had been pr eviously cir culated and wer e
approved and signed; proposed by Brian Paine and seconded by Wally Elliott, all in favour.
David Beswick wished to clarify the following from the previous meeting:
At the last meeting I got very concerned that on the one hand we were being asked to financially support the forthcoming
Queen’s Birthday event being organised by the Jubilee Fund whilst the fund was financially supporting the shop and that we
were also being asked to support the shop financially. I found this merry-go-round of village money unacceptable and we
reached a conclusion that no money would be provided until a costed project plan was available.
Since the meeting, I have had a number of inputs from various members of the shop committee about the availability of money to the shop, costed project plans for the future and their preferred process for applying for grants.
It would seem that the money in the Jubilee Fund set aside for the shop was in fact money raised directly for the shop and is
simply being held in the fund until such time as it is needed. I need to discuss the details of that with representatives of the
Fund so that I fully understand what is happening.
There is a Business Plan which outlines the way forward for the shop and we can assess any future grants against that plan.
We were never formally asked for a grant by the shop but soon after we were appointed, I had a number of visits from a shop
committee representative saying that they desperately needed money and that they hoped the new council would be far more
supportive than the previous council. That led to me raising the issue in council and the various discussions about grants etc.
that resulted.
The bottom line is that the shop has not formerly approached the council for a grant. When it does so, I believe that all the
previous discussions have indicated that the council will look favourably on that request. How we approach that will depend
on the size and nature of the request and how best to do it without subjecting the money to tax. The agreed £500 per year
may not be the most appropriate method.
For the time being therefore, we will not consider this matter further but would welcome any approach for funding from the
shop.
4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items: The Ar chdeacon has given appr oval to light the beacon on Thur sday
21st April for the Queen’s 90th birthday.
D.Beswick has spoken with the dog warden; the bins are not really deep enough but had been bought directly. A previous
councilor has handed us many dog fouling stickers which have now been displayed.
It has been advertised in the chronicle for estimates for cutting verges and fields, we have had no responses. D. Beswick also
contacted a company in Somerton but we have had no reply. We have only received estimates from Wally Elliott and Phil
Waters.
D. Beswick queried if we should award the contract on a 3 year basis but review the cost yearly?
B.Paine proposed that we accept the estimates from Mr. W. Elliott and Mr. P.Waters for a 3 year period, reviewing the cost
yearly, seconded by I. Dibben, all in favour.
P.Waters is currently digging holes for the screening, so this is progressing, with planting taking place on Saturday.
5. Parish Council Vacancy: We have had one application fr om Mr s. Sue Mackay to fill the vacancy for a Par ish
Councillor.
D. Beswick proposed that we appoint Sue Mackay to fill the vacancy, seconded by W.Elliott, all in favour.
Action – K.Hatt to make contact with the new councilor, get the acceptance of office signed and declarations of interests completed.
6. Chairman’s Report: Nothing else to r epor t.
7. Correspondence: The pr imar y school and adjacent land has been r emoved fr om the asset of community value r egister. The field on Mowbarton Road currently remains on the register.
8. Finance
8.1 Financial Report: David Beswick r epor ted in the absence of Lynn Moor e.
All councillors had previously received all financial information to look at before the meeting.
There is quite a lot in main account, due to loan for the field.
The budget has already been approved and agreed.
Any questions on the finances?
David was wondering why in the budget we had over spent on what we had budgeted for, but this was on the budget that the
current council had not produced.
D.Beswick has approached accounting angels in Somerton about doing our internal audit; they charge £70 per hour. I.Dibben
proposed that we use this firm to do our internal audit, seconded by B.Paine, all in favour.
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KPC Account

Savings Account

01.04.2016
Net Cheque Balance
Transfer In

£31,567.64
£340.00
£14,440.00

Transfer Out
30.04.2016

£14,440.00
£31,227.64

Opening Balance 1.11.2015
Net Cheque Balance
Interest
Transfer In
Transfer Out
Closing Balance 30.11.2015

£13,293.20
£0.00
£0.00
£14,440.00
£0.00
£27,733.20

8.2 Cheque signing

Clerk Services - March

£75.00

Greenslade Taylor Hunt - Village & Allotment
Rent

£215.00

Clerk Services – August 2015

£50.00

These payments were proposed by B. Paine and seconded by W. Elliott, all were in favour.
8.3 Asset register: We cur r ently do not have an asset r egister which we must have. We need to look at the assets in
the insurance register and decide what we need on our asset register and what we still want to insure.
Village seats – one in the field, one near the pound and one outside the shop. Do we want to insure these fairly old seats for
£1300? Would we want to replace them? W. Elliot it would be about £500 to replace a bench. It was agreed that it is unnecessary to insure them but they need to remain on the asset register at a value of £0, as we are responsible for maintaining
them D.Beswick will take advice on insuring them at no value.
Waste bins, currently insured for £400, it was agreed to put as £0 value on asset register, not on insurance.
Signposts and notice board- the signs went up in the early 90s, they are already written off over this timescale. So not on insurance or asset register.
The older swings and climbing frame – currently insured for £4000, this was installed roughly late 90s. Do we know what
they would cost to replace them would be? Insurance is renewal for damage which is highly unlikely to be needed. It was
questioned where the public liability falls – we need to check we have this, if we do, we don’t need to insure it separately.
The sponge matting is covered under playground inspections.
Grit bins – they are 5 years old, they would be written off in an insurance point of view after 5 years. D. Beswick will check
cost of grit bins.
Phone box- it was agreed we would wish to replace this if something did happen, so asset value of £2500, insurance at
£4000.
The new playground - needs to be kept in at £30000 on the insurance. Asset value at £25000.
Defibrillator – we would want to keep it and replace it, they currently cost a lot, and it could need replacing soon as it has
been up and running for 9 years. For insurance purposes – will it have some residual value? What it would cost to replace,
any residual value in it? Action - W. Elliott to contact the company in Chew Magna.
Action – D.Beswick to update insurance and asset register and circulate to councillors.
Are there any other assets in the village?
9. Former Primary School sports field - sited at the (North West) junction of MowBarton Road and Lower Road, and
diagonally opposite the Village Hall: Repor t given by B. Paine. Ear lier this year we sent a r evised set of documentation to SCC and suggested a meeting to finalise the wording of the agreement and sign. Two months later there was no response. A meeting was held this afternoon with head of estates, with a further set of revised documents. Their chairmen and
B.Paine need to look at them and meet with the solicitor, and then sign. At the meeting it was also said that as soon as we
have signed we can have access to the field even if the final contractual stages haven’t been through. It is hoped that it could
be resolve d in a month. Contraction completion will take several months.
10. Litter Pick:

Next agenda – P. Waters

11. Annual tree planting strategy: Next agenda- P.Waters
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12. Parking at village recreation field: A complaint has been r eceived fr om Fr og Lane after the Easter holiday concerning parking, blocking access for emergency vehicles. It was suggested that a sign is put up. There has also been people
climbing over the railings and damaging them. W.Elliott is suggesting a parking area on the field
I.Dibben doesn’t think it should have a car park on it. It would be providing a car park for people outside of the village.
A car park on the field would look better at the bottom corner.
Parishioner – isn’t a car park increasing the attractiveness of the facility and therefore bring even more visitors?
At a busy time it is estimated there are a dozen cars
B.Paine – in his previous experience with a large common, they had parking on one side which used to get full, then within
two years encouraged to build another one.
D.Beswick pointed out that the parking in Manor Road helps in some ways as it slows down the traffic and only a few rails
are a bit bent. The overflow pub parking is also an issue.
Could we put sign in the problem area of Frog Lane to say no parking – to help with the safety issue of emergency vehicles?
Although this would not have to be legally abided by.
A number of national trust properties have put polite notice no parking signs. They look natural.
If it is public highway there is no way you can say no parking, only if there is no double yellows. Signs or no parking yellow
cones would be worth a try. Cones are much more obvious.
Investigate cost of 3 cones.
D.Ruddle suggested having a word with the Police in Somerton, as they may give us a few for us to have a trial.
Trial this first before we think about a car park in this field.
Should we ask the owners about a car park as they may not allow it anyway which would mean these was not even an option
to discuss? It was decided to ask Greenslade Taylor Hunt to contact the owners.
Action – D.Beswick to look into yellow cones and contact Greenslade Taylor Hunt.
13. Date of next meeting
Thursday 12th May 2016, 7.30pm annual parish council meeting and the normal monthly meeting
Thursday 19th May 2016, 7.30pm. The parish meeting, shop, church, croquet club, school to be invited. Tea, coffee, cake,
biscuits (light refreshments), encourage displays and what they are planning on doing, table set out.
Action – K Hatt to organise and invite.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.46pm

SSDC Planning - Decisions Issued for Kingsdon
Application No: 16/00772/FUL
Application Status: Application per mitted with conditions
Applicant: Mr Paul Ger encser
Agent: Mr Rober t Thomas
Parish: Kingsdon War d: NORTHSTONE
Location: Batu Cottage,Kingsdon,Somer ton,Somer set,TA11 7LG,
Proposal: Er ection of a new single gar age attached to existing double gar age.

SSDC Planning - Application Received for Kingsdon
Application No: 16/01653/FU
Application Status: Decision pending
Applicant: Mr & Mr s Owen
Agent: Mr Alistair Dalziel
Location: Innes House, Lower Road, Kingsdon, Somer ton, Somer set, TA11 7LL
Proposal: Demolish existing single stor ey side extension and er ection of two stor ey side extension.

Existing

Proposed
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Kingsdon Annual Parish Meeting
Thursday 19th May 2016 at 7.30pm in Kingsdon Village Hall
Every year we hold a meeting of the Parish electorate. This is a meeting to hear about what has happened over the last year
in our village and also to hear any plans for the future. Anyone can be involved in this meeting, it’s a chance to hear from
groups such as the village hall committee, neighbourhood watch etc. It is very much a celebration of village organisations
and a chance for public participation and comment. It is also a chance to hear a summary of the past year from our Parish
Council Chairman, the District Councillor and County Councillor.
This year we would like to make it a much more relaxed and informal affair, with tables and light refreshments. We would
like to encourage groups and clubs from our village to contribute, and perhaps even include a small display. This is a great
opportunity to encourage more involvement in your groups and/or hear about what is on offer in Kingsdon.
If you would like your club/group/organisation to take part then please contact me on kingsdonclerk@btinternet.com or
01935 841275, by 13th May, so I can create the agenda.
Many thanks,

Kate Hatt

Kingsdon Parish Council
Parish Council Meeting- Draft Agenda and Annual Parish Council Meeting
The Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting and annual Parish Council meeting
will be held on May 12th 2016 in the Village Hall, Kingsdon, starting at 7.30pm All welcome

1) Kingsdon Annual Parish Council Meeting
Apologies
Minutes of the previous meeting
1. Election of Chairman
2. Election of Vice Chairman
3. Confirmation of Councillors and specific areas of responsibility
4. Presentation of accounts
5. Future meeting dates

2) Parish Council Meeting
Parishioner’s comment time – If you have any comments related to the following agenda items please do contact any
councillor should you not be able to make the meeting in person.
Apologies – to receive and approve any apologies for non-attendance
Declarations – to receive any declarations of interest
Minutes of previous meeting – to receive and approve the minutes of the monthly meeting held on the 14th
April 2016.
Matters arising not covered by agenda- to report on actions from the previous meeting- David B – update on
asset register and insurance, cones for no parking, W.Elliott – update on defibrillator, K.Hatt – update on
new councillor and the parish annual meeting.
Chairman’s Report
David Beswick to report and make any comments on any important information.
Correspondence
Clerk and councillors to report on any communications not covered by the agenda items.
Finance
Financial report – report on current finances by the responsible finance officer and bank reconciliations
Cheque signing – cheques which have been paid and cheques for signing
Former Primary School sports field - sited at the (north west) junction of MowBarton Road and Lower
Road , and diagonally opposite the Village Hall
Update on the current situation by B.Paine
Litter pick – to finalise date
Annual tree planting strategy – to hear details of the plan – P.Waters
Village field event – to discuss the proposed wedding event on the 9th July 2016.
Date of next
Mrs K. Hatt 01935 841275 CLERK TO THE PARISH COUNCIL kingsdonclerk@btinternet.com
THIS IS A DRAFT AGENDA AND SUBJECT TO SOME CHANGES THE FINAL AGENDA WILL BE DISPLAYED BY 8 th May 2016
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Kingsdon’s Beacon lit for the Queen’s 90th Birthday
On the evening of the 21st April in celebration of the Queen’s 90th birthday, Kingsdon like so many other towns and villages throughout the country, lit a beacon atop of All Saints Church tower.

It is no mean feat lighting the beacon on top of the Church
tower, but thanks to David Beswick, (without a parachute), with his lighting wand in hand aided by Ian Dibben. the flaming beacon was lit at the appointed time and
enjoyed by the gathered throng watching beside the shop.
Thanks also go to Andy Attwell arranging the gas cylinders and Phil Waters and Simon Rumbles taking them up
the tower.
Photos by Phyl Winsor
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Somerset County Council Press Release

Council responds to Pothole Action Fund
Somerset County Council has welcomed news of a one-off pot of £1.17m to fix potholes in Somerset – but says a greater
long term investment in road maintenance is still required.
Today’s announcement from the Department for Transport of a national Pothole Action Fund claims the money could be
used to fill 22,000 potholes in Somerset alone.
However, the County Council says that rather than simply filling in potholes, it is much more cost effective – albeit more
expensive initially – to make a permanent repair by cutting out and replacing the failing section of road with hot material.
Cllr David Fothergill, Somerset County Council’s Cabinet Member for Highways, said: “We’re a big rural county with more
than 4,000 miles of road, and have seen our funding from Government consistently reduced over recent years.
“So whilst this ‘one-off’ extra funding is very welcome, a greater ongoing level of investment from Government in our basic
structural maintenance programme would enable us to ensure fewer potholes appear in the first place.
“We believe prevention is better than cure, and are committed to using a sound maintenance strategy to keep our roads safe.
Despite the ongoing challenge of funding pressures, we continue to spend more than £20 million each year on our roads
which includes major resurfacing and restructuring work, as well as repairing nearly 20,000 safety defects.”
Somerset County Council regularly inspects roads and footpaths for potholes, but also relies on members of the public to report any problems by phoning 0300 123 2224 or visiting www.somerset.gov.uk/reportapothole.
When you report a pothole, it will be inspected within three working days and a repair will be planned if it meets certain criteria.
These are in accordance with safety guidelines and take into account various factors ranging from the size and depth of the
pothole to the volume and speed of traffic using that road.
As a guide, potholes identified as safety defects will be repaired within 28 days, although more severe hazards in busier locations can be repaired within 24 hours.
For more information about how Somerset County Council inspects and repairs potholes, please visit www.somerset.gov.uk/
potholes.

Battle of Britain Commemoration Weekend Grand Draw
First Prize Winners Flight
The first prize in our grand draw Last August had been very kindly donated by Kingsdon’s very experienced pilot, Dave
Mackay.
The prize was won by Veronica Spender. Veronica who did not feel well enough to flying generously and gave the chance
of a flight in Dave’s own aeroplane to her family members, Rachel & Tony.
Dave’s aeroplane is a Gardan Horizon, built in France in 1965. For the prize flight on Feb 16th Dave flew with his passengers out of Yeovilton to the North West, towards Bridgewater then south to the coast. They then followed the coast along
Lyme Bay where Rachel and Tony were able to see the coastal path, much of which Rachel and Tony have walked, then
eventually northwards via Dorchester and back into Yeovilton.
Rachel and Tony have said after their flight how much they enjoyed the whole experience and thank Dave for his kindness
both giving the flight as the first prize and making their flight something they will never forget.
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Arboreal landscaping for recreation field
On Saturday 16th April a group of volunteers worked hard
planting trees and shrubs around the play area under the direction of Phil Waters.
The planting. will in due course, form a screening for the houses overlooking the play equipment and help to deaden the noise
heard of excited children.
From Phil: I' d like to thank ever yone who tur ned up to
help with the planting, Great effort. I'd also like to thank the
horse welfare guys (and horses) for their horse muck!
I had some donations from fellow villages towards the cost of
the planting so thank you all very much. You all can see your
money grow now!

Somerton Scout Group
The Beavers from Somerton Scout Group gather on the ‘HMS Kingsdon’ play equipment on Kingsdon’s recreation field for
some well earned play after a day of activities including a visit to Lytes Cary. The Beavers had stayed
overnight in Kingsdon Village Hall as part of their celebration for the 100 years anniversary of Cub Scouts
The Cubs official Centenary Uniform Badge (below) is
based upon the winning design by 10 year old Cub
Amber Pheasant.
Following more than
7,000 entries, Chief
Scout Bear Grylls chose
the winning design to
represent one hundred
years of Cubs Adventures. The Cub Scout
Centenary Badge will be
worn by Cub Scouts
across the UK during the
celebrations.
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Kingsdon Community Shop

LODERS Family Butchers is coming to THE KINGSDON SHOP on Tuesdays. We will have a choice of meats fr om
Mince Steak to Beef Wellington & Pork Chops. Every week we will have a new selection so you can have a lovely variety.
You can pre order any cuts of meat and these will be delivered at the shop on Tuesday mornings. To guarantee you don't miss
out, place your orders at the shop by 12 midday on Fridays
~~~~~~~
After a lot of hard work by Eric, Rosemary and their son-in-law Dean, the conversion of the shop back to how it used to be
years ago as a school room, together with the sanding and sealing of the floor, which looks fantastic, was completed, just in
time for St. Georges Day and the toasted Teacakes
The proceeds from the two Christmas grand
draws held since the shop opened were put to
good use on the floor work and decorating.
A week ago the shop had a visit by Mike Gillingham. Mike had originally installed the stud
walls some years ago, and has now removed
them for us, returning the school room back to
how we see it today. Mikes visit was with his
sisters who used to be pupils at the school many
years ago, they said how amazed they were to
see the old building looking so good.

Saturday 28th May at the Shop
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FOUR LEGGED THIEVES (Part 2.)
By Peter Crowter

Farmer Haylard had a plot, ‘twas just off Middle Street,
It held a boar of thirty score, that’s lots of sausage meat.
Of course the boar was not alone, he had a sow or two,
In fact ‘twas more like five or six so he had lots to do.
Farmer came to feed his pigs and brought his lanky hound,
He wasn’t hindered by a lead so he could sniff around.
One day he wandered down the track and into Middle Street,
He stopped by Mrs Blewitt’s house where he could smell some meat.

PILATES
with Chartered Physiotherapist

Unlike today, in post-war days, a chicken was a treat,
In fact it was a luxury and quite expensive meat.
The bird was on the table and the door was open wide,
Who could resist a chance like that? I’ll leave you to decide.
Mrs Blewitt was too late to save her Sunday lunch,
And when she saw the thief he’d had a pretty hearty munch.
She ran to farmer Haylard said, ‘Your dog has ate my bird!’
‘I’ll see you right’ he said to her, ‘For what has just occurred.’
Next day he took a rabbit and he knocked upon her door,
She saw the rabbit in his hand and said, ‘What is that for?’
He thrust the rabbit in her hand and said, ‘I mustn’t stop’.
Mrs Blewitt shouted, ‘Here, that’s not much of a swap!’
The cheapest meat in those days and the easiest to get,
Rabbits were the poor man’s meal so she was most upset.
She wished she’d closed that blessed door of this she was aware,
They’d have to do with rabbit stew, next time she’d take more care.

Kingsdon 100+ Club April Draw Winners

The Draw was made at the Village Shop on 14th April
1st £15 No. 128 Sheila Lord
2nd £10 No. 83 Lucy Dibben
3rd £5 No.79 Paul Gerengser

ANNA TRAIN
FRIDAY'S at 9.30am - 10.30am
in Kingsdon Village Hall
Please call to book a place or for further information Tel: 07921124851.

Dog walker wanted
"Please could any villagers help with
Freddy.
My mother, Veronica Spender, has taken a
number of nasty tumbles walking Freddy
recently as he is such a lively fellow and
absolutely loves Somerset's countryside! He
really needs an everyday morning walk with
or without another dog.
Is there anyone, two or three who could help
please? If you could please call me, Bridget
on 01935 474388 or mobile 07950020056.
Many thanks."

All Saints Church - Spring Clean
Nick & Bel Allan would like to thank all the helpers who turned out to help with the Church spring clean on Wednesday
13th April. Quite a few spiders required new homes when all was done, and thankfully no one fell from on high!.
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Paddy McCoy, an elderly Irish farmer, received a letter from
the Department for Work & Pensions stating that they suspected he was not paying his employees the statutory minimum wage and they would send an inspector to interview
them.
On the appointed day, the inspector turned up.
"Tell me about your staff," he asked Paddy.
"Well," said Paddy, "there's the farm hand, I pay him £240 a
week, and he has a free cottage.
Then there's the housekeeper. She gets £190 a week, along
with free board and lodging.
There's also the half-wit. He works a 16-hour day, does 90%
of the work, earns about £25 a week along with a bottle of
whisky and, as a special treat, occasionally gets to sleep
with my wife."
"That's disgraceful" said the inspector, "I need to interview
the half-wit."
"That'll be me then," said Paddy.
An old lag gets out of prison after many years being locked
up. He stands at the pavement, and yells, "I'm free! I'm
free!"
As he shouts, a little kid walks up to him happily and joins
in, “I’m four! I’m four!"
Teacher: How do you spell Mississippi?
Little Johnny: Which one? The river or the state?
Why do the French like to eat snails so much?
They are not fans of fast food!
Teacher: Where were you born?
Little Mohammed: Thiruvananthapuram, in India.
Teacher: And how do you spell Thiruvananthapuram?
Little Mohammed: Sorry, I meant Goa.
The wife was counting all the 5ps and 10ps out on the kitchen table when she suddenly got very angry and started
shouting and crying for no reason.
I thought to myself, "She's going through the change."
The girl came running in tears to her father. "Dad, you gave
me some terrible financial advice!" she cried.
"I did? What did I tell you?" said the dad.
"You told me to put my money in that big bank, and now
that big bank is in trouble."
"What are you talking about? That's one of the largest banks
in the world," he said. "Surely there must be some mistake."
"I don't think so," she sniffed. "They just returned one of my
checks with a note saying, 'Insufficient Funds'."
Dave Smith is on his death bed and knows the end is near.
His nurse, his wife, his daughter and two sons are with him
at his home in London. He asks for two independent witnesses to be present and a camcorder be in place to record
his last wishes. When all is ready he begins to speak:
"My son, Bernie, I want you to take the Mayfair houses."
"My daughter, Sybil, you take the apartments over in the
East end." "My son, Jamie, I want you to take the offices
over in the City." "Sarah, my dear wife, please take all the
residential buildings on the banks of the Thames ."
The nurse and witnesses are blown away. They did not realize the extent of his holdings. As Dave slips away, the
nurse says to his wife, "Mrs. Smith, my deepest condolences. Your husband must have been such a hard-working and
wonderful man to have accumulated all this property…………..
"Property?”, Sarah Smith replies. “The old so and so had a
window cleaning round."

"Daddy, did you know that girls are smarter than boys?"
"No, I didn’t know that."
"See, there you go."
He was a widower and she a widow..........
They had known each other for a number of years, having
been high school classmates and having attended class reunions in the past, without fail.
This 60th anniversary of their class, the widower and the
widow made a foursome with two other singles.
They had a wonderful evening, their spirits high, with the
widower throwing admiring glances across the table . . .
And the widow smiling coyly back at him.
Finally during one dance, he picked up courage to ask her,
"Will you marry me?”
After about 6 seconds of careful consideration, she answered, "Yes.... Yes I will!"
Needless to say, the evening ended on a happy note for the
widower.
However, the next morning he was troubled.
Did she say “Yes!” or did she say “No?” He couldn't remember.
Try as he would, he just could not recall.
He went over-and-over the conversation of the previous
evening, but his mind was blank.
He remembered asking the question, but for the life of him
could not recall her response.
With fear and trepidation, he picked up the phone and called
her.
First, he explained that he couldn't remember as well as he
used to.
Then he reviewed the past evening.
As he gained a little more courage, he then inquired of her,
"When I asked if you would marry me, did you say ‘Yes’ or
did you say ‘No?’”
"Why you silly man,” she replied, “I said ‘Yes. Yes I will!’
And I meant it with all my heart!"
The widower was delighted. He felt his heart skip a beat.
Then she continued. "And I’m so glad you called, because I
couldn't remember who asked me!”
Paddy & Mick are at Aintree and Paddy says; "Do you want
the winner of the next race?"
Mick replies; "No tanks, I've only got a little garden "
No one knew she had a dental implant, until it came out in
conversation.
Concert seats for Seniors
An old man lay sprawled across three entire seats at a concert. When the usher came by and noticed this, he whispered to the old man, "Sorry sir, but you're only allowed
one seat." The old man didn't budge.
The usher became more impatient. "Sir, if you don't get up
from there I'm going to have to call the manager."
Once again, the old man just muttered and did nothing.
The usher marched briskly back up the aisle, and in a moment he returned with the manager.
Together the two of them tried repeatedly to move the old
dishevelled man, but with no success.
Finally they summoned the police.
The officer surveyed the situation briefly then asked, "All
right buddy what's your name?"
"Fred," the old man moaned.
"Where you from, Fred?" asked the police officer.
With a terrible strain in his voice, and without moving, Fred
replied;
"The balcony".......
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Kingsdon’s Celebrations for the Queen’s 90th Birthday
The Kingsdon Ladies Club invites you to join in the nation’s celebrations of the Queen’s birthday, with a street
party for a maximum number of 200 people, on Sunday 12th June 2.30 pm - 4.30 pm in the car park of the Village Hall (In the event of bad weather we will retire inside the hall.)
Please see the last page for more details and an attendance slip for you to fill in.

Kingsdon Festival Weekend over the August Bank Holiday 26th to 28th August 2016
The proposal for the annual Kingsdon Festival are as follows:
A marquee has been booked and will be sited on the village field as in previous years. A licensed bar to be open during events
Friday evening 26th August - An evening with the delightful awar d winning singer ’BREEZE’
Saturday 27th August - Daytime - Pr oposals ar e Village Fete / Hor ticultur al / Flower Show and Ar ts & Cr afts,
Cream Teas, Guess the ponies weight, Face Painting, Classic Cars / Agricultural
Machinery display etc. The annual Scarecrow competition
Evening - The Kingsdon Big Band dance
Sunday 28th August commences with Songs of Praise followed by a Picnic Lunch party. In the after noon, if ther e is
enough interest, would be the ideal time for the Kingsdon Fun Sports Day and / or Treasure Hunt and a Musical Evening to
finish off the weekend.
Are you a green fingers expert, we could do with your help with running the Horticultural / Flower Show, please let a committee member know if you would like to be involved.
I am sure we have arts and crafts people who would love to take on the running of an exhibition & show in the marquee,
please do get in touch. Any ideas of other events for the weekend would be very much appreciated, please give your ideas
to any committee member - Keith Thomas, Babs Conway, Ian Dibben, Mark Freeman, Eric Russell, Marilyn & Wally
Thanks.
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Summer Term Newsletter No. 1
Congratulations are in order to our successful netballers, who faced
some fierce competition at the County finals this week, finishing a highly
creditable 6th out of 12 teams. The girls played some hard-fought games,
only missing out to the two eventual finalists. Qualifying for this event
was the first time in the history of Charlton Mackrell, so needless to say,
we are very proud indeed!

Also, very well done to our gymnastic team, who enjoyed their part in
the County Gym finals this week. Although, not being placed, we hear
everyone did their very best, as always and had a thoroughly enjoyable
time in the process.
We wish our selected runners, the very best of luck at the Area Cross
Country finals this week!

Extra special thanks must go to Mrs Carter-Rice for her dedication and
commitment and superb coaching, which has ensured such great results.
Also many thanks to all our parents for their everpresent and highly valued support.
We wish to thank all our volunteers who kindly run clubs, especially to Mrs Goldsmid and Mrs Palmer, who give up their lunchtimes every week. Also, thanks go to Mrs Hael for organizing the revision sessions and to the children for being so keen! Although this involves working during lunchtime, the
children are all keen and seem to be enjoying the experience.
Many thanks to Mr Chris David for running our football club throughout the Autumn and Spring terms.

News from the classes:

Summer term organisation –
Wildfire Mr s Hael; HLTA – Mrs Goldsmid
Hurricane Mr s Tr evis (Mon-Tues); Miss Botterill (Weds-Fri pm); Mrs Kempton (Fri am); TAs – full time job share Mrs
Smith and Mrs Benn (Mon-Fri)
Miss Botterill is our lead swimming teacher, so on Friday mornings this term, Mrs Kempton is the class teacher.
Mondays and Tuesdays during the Summer term are Miss Botterill’s music lesson days.
Hurricane Class string lessons continue on Wednesdays with Miss Botterill and Mr Gilbert, (Somerset Music).
Rainbow Mr s Car ter -Rice (Mon-Thurs); starting this week - Miss Botterill (am); Mrs Kempton (Fri pm);
TAs - Mrs Palmer and Mrs Thrippleton (Mon-Thurs); Mrs Benn (Fri)
On Friday mornings, until half term, Mrs Kempton is at explorium with Hurricane, so Miss Botterill will be teaching the children first thing and will, therefore, accompany the class to the swimming pool.
Friday’s fund-raising: we ar e ver y gr ateful to you all for baking and buying and donating so gener ously to support the Langtons, following their tragic house fire. (Several children even emptied their money boxes in order to support the effort.) Together, you have raised over £220!
Thanks go to Sarah and Nikki for co-ordinating everything. We are sure that the village coffee morning on TODAY
(Saturday) – 10.00 am at the Community Hall, will also be well supported.
Many thanks to Mrs Kyla Smith and all the Hurricane parents, who have volunteered to transport our children to and from
Compton Dundon on Fridays.
It was great to see parents during our parents’ evening this week. If you weren’t able to make the meeting, please do speak
to your child/ren’s class teacher/s to make an appointment.
Page 19

Name the spectacle wearer quiz sheets
Available from Kingsdon Shop
Saturday 21st May 10am - 12.30pm

Collection Dates for Kingsdon in May
Wheelie Bins - Wednesday 4th, Tuesday 17th and Wednesday 1st June
Recycling

- Wednesday 4th, Tuesdays 11th, 17th, 24th & Wednesday 1st June

Green Bins

- Tuesdays 10th & 24th

New home composting scheme for 2016~17
SWP is continuing the successful scheme with Getcomposting to provide competitively
priced home-composting equipment to Somerset residents via an on-line, telephone or mail
ordering.
Once again, the price remains £17.98 (RRP £39.00) for the 220l bin and at £19.98 (RRP
£49.00) for the 330l bin remains. We also continue with the “buy one get one half price”
offer, which offers a great saving if residents decide to buy bins with friends or family
members. For full details see www.getcomposting.com

On-line payment system for disposal of asbestos and plasterboard
From 4 April, payment will be required to be made in advance for the disposal of asbestos,
asbestos containing material, plasterboard and plaster at recycling centres licenced to take
these materials.
On-line payment and safety advice can be found at http://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk.
Only asbestos produced through construction, demolition or DIY activity is included in the new online system. Small
amounts of asbestos from household sources, such as ironing boards or hotplates, are not charged for but must be sealed in
plastic, and residents must contact a sites that accepts asbestos in advance to check when the materials can be brought in.
Plasterboard brought in needs to have any wood, masonry or fixings removed so it can be recycled.
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Signs at recycling sites are in place to advise the public of this change in policy and payment procedure.

Thinking about selling or letting your property?
Looking for a new home in the local area? Then look no further. …
Kingsdon Resident Gabby Osborne is your local property expert & the new Branch Manager at
Palmer Snell in Somerton.
Gabby has lived in Kingsdon for over 20 years & has been an estate agent in the local area for 9
years.
Who better to sell your property than someone who knows the area, knows the market & is passionate about the village.

For a professional & confidential service guaranteed throughout, call Palmer Snell today for a
FREE Market Appraisal on 01458 272989.
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Kingsdon Cricket Club
c/o 4 Manor Close,
Kingsdon,
Somerton,
Somerset
TA11 7LW

Dear Friends.
Over the years Kingsdon Cricket Club has been fortunate to have some very generous Vice-Presidents. This generosity has
helped the club flourish during some difficult financial times.
All we can offer in return for this generosity is our sincere thanks, and of course a nice tea during the interval on home match
days and at the end of the season an invitation to our presentation dinner night. You will also be shown on the list of VicePresidents on the annual fixture card. (Attached)
There is no set amount for being a Vice-President, we would appreciate what ever amount you choose to donate. (This remains
confidential)
If you would like to be a Vice-President for the 2016 season it would be a great help. We already have some generous Vicepresidents this year.
We are always looking for sponsors; this is another way of supporting the club. If you have a business, then you could be advertised along the lines the Kingsdon Inn and Sycamore Developments, see below.
Kindest regards
Marilyn Elliott (Chairman, Kingsdon Cricket Club)

Kingsdon Cricket Club
Chairman
Marilyn Elliott
4 Manor Close, Kingsdon,
Somerton TA11 7LW
Tel 01935 841444
Secretary
Ian Birrell
Watersmeet, Huish Episcopi
Langport,, TA10 9HE
Tel: 01458 259231
Captain
J.A. Schofield Esq.
Vice-Captains
Sean Dromgoole & Ben Chislett
Trustees
B. Carlisle, I. Birrell, J. Schofield
President
W. Elliott Esq.
Vice-Presidents
B. Carlisle Esq
A.Cain (K. Inn)
Nina Carlisle
Hanna Carlisle
S. Carlisle Esq
Jane Dalrymple
M.A. Davidson Esq.
D. Higson Esq
Leslie Higson.
G.R. Hollaway Esq.
J. Hutt Esq.
Lady Joyce Limon
C.A. Napier Esq.
B. Paine Esq.
Gillian Paine
Amanda Schofield
Isabelle Schofield
Sally Smith
D. Thomson Esq.
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Kingsdon Celebrates the Queen’s 90th Birthday
The Kingsdon Ladies Club invites you to join in the nation’s celebrations of the Queen’s birthday, with a street
party for a maximum number of 200 people, on Sunday 12th June 2.30 pm – 4.30 pm. It is hoped to do this by donations of sandwiches, savouries, cakes, etc. or a monetary donation if preferred.
Sandwiches – if possible, please, donations of a loaf of bread made into sandwiches, with one of the following
fillings. Brown or white bread, medium sliced, with crusts on. 30 loaves required in total.
salmon OR tuna
egg mayonnaise
ham – on it’s own
cheese & chutney OR cheese & tomato
cream cheese with cucumber

Sausage rolls – small - 8 batches of 50.
Cocktail sausages – 8 batches of 50.
Cakes - fairy cakes or cake slices, 20 trays of 20
Packets of crisps, cheddars, Pringles etc.
Selection of sweet biscuits.
Please fill in the slip below if you are hoping to attend and willing to donate any of the above food items.
PLEASE RETURN ALL SLIPS BY 1ST JUNE – a box will be provided in the Shop for the completed slips.
The village hall will be open from 12.30 on the day of the street party for plated food donations to be left.
As this is a village event, there will be limited spaces and the aim is to seat as many villagers as possible. Extended family places will be dependent on overall numbers counted on 1st June.
Any queries please phone Babs Conway 841811 / Ann Leahy 840502

NAME/NAMES OF VILLAGERS ATTENDING
.........................................................

DONATIONS OF FOOD
.........................................................

