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The next Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting will be at 7.30pm Thursday 11th February 2016 
The Kingsdon Village web site can be found at:     http://www.kingsdon.org/ 

The Kingsdon footpath clearing volunteers. 
Working hard to ensure our footpaths are clear for all to walk  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A big thanks to our volunteers who have made Mill Lane accessible:-            

Guy Osborne, Dawn Harris with Ruby, Lucy Dibben, David Dibben,             

Hilarie Fryer with Brodie, Andy Fryer & Ian Dibben    Photo by Steve Harris  

The passing of a  Kingsdon Icon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It is with great sadness we have to an-
nounce the passing of Kingsdon’s Grand 
Old Statesman ‘The General’ on 14th Janu-
ary.  Fortunately, he passed peacefully in 
his sleep surrounded by warm hay, a bowl 
of mealworm & fresh water. 
He had been deteriorating over the Christ-
mas period and his venturing was becom-
ing more laboured and limited. However, 
he maintained a healthy appetite through-
out. He had been quite a feature around 
Kingsdon and best known to regular users 
of the 377 bus route (not to mention the 
drivers!!), often stopping the traffic whilst 
he ambled across to his next lunch appoint-
ment. 
 He was laid to rest in his favourite sun-
spot in the grounds of Orchard House. 
 He will be sorely missed 

11.00 am Sunday 7th February 
 

Freda & Norma request your help to make     
the Christingles on Saturday 6th  February 

at 10.30am. Please meet at                           
Norma’s House, Park Villa, Northtown. 

All Saints Kingsdon 

All Saints, Kingsdon  invites you to 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Kingsdon Village Hall 
Saturday 27th February 

 

A choice of gorgeous home made soups with wonderful    
freshly baked home made rolls  will be served from                 

12 noon to 1.30pm 
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All Saints Church 
 

Priest in Charge:   Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029  (For  arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other  
occasional services) 
Curate:  Chr is Hopkins   Tel:  01458 272029 
Church Warden:  Mrs Bel Allan  Tel. 01935 840878 
Parochial Church Council: Secretary  Nicholas J . Allan  Tel 01935 840878   
Treasurer Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692 
Tower Captain:   Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344 
 

Church Services for February 

  
Please come and support your local Church at its next two important services: 
 
Sunday 31st January   10 a.m.       Benefice Communion       Rev Chris Hopkins 
 
Sunday 7th February  11 a.m.      Christingle/Family Service    Rev Chris Hopkins 
 
Sunday 14th  9.30am                 Holy Communion 
Sunday 21st  6.00pm               Evensong 
Sunday 28th  9.30am               Holy Communion  
 
Our beautiful Church is there for the benefit of all villagers and at the moment 
only a small proportion attend regularly.  Please make a difference by coming 
along and joining in some spirited worship and singing some lovely and well-
known hymns.  All are most welcome.  The Christingle Service will appeal      
particularly to children with the lighting of the Christingles and an informal   
atmosphere. 
 

Kingsdon Village Hall 
 

For all information  (except bookings)  contact: -    
David Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. 
Kingsdon TA11 7LL    Tel:01935 841453 
For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, 
Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444                                                     
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Bookings for February 2016 
Short Mat Bowls   Mondays 7.30pm - 9pm, 
Tuesdays 10am - 12noon 
Table Tennis Club Tuesdays at 7.30pm  (Not 
9th Feb) 
Yeovil Dist. Canine Soc. Wednesdays  6.30pm   
Art Club   Thursdays 10am - 12 (Term time) 
Ladies Club  Tuesday 9th Feb. 
Parish Council Meeting Thursday 11th Feb. 
Practical Study Group  Wednesday 17th Feb. 
Village Dance  Saturday 20th Feb 
Seniors Club  Wednesday 24th Jan. 
 

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club  
 

The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings 
(apart from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between 7.30pm and 
9.30pm.  If you are interested then please contact Shirley or Martin 
Singleton on 841162 or just come along. 

Kingsdon Seniors Club 
The Seniors Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 3pm in 
the Village Hall.  New members are always welcome. For infor-
mation contact Club Secretary  Marilyn Elliott,  4 Manor Close, 
Kingsdon. Tel 01935 841444    email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

Kingsdon Ladies Club 
The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in 
the Village Hall.  New members and visitors are always welcome. 
For information contact Club President Lynne Davies, Holly House, 
Frog Lane, Kingsdon. TA11 7LL  Tel 01935 840660 or 
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11 
7LB  Tel 01935 840344 

Kingsdon Boule & Croquet Club 
The club meets every Wednesday afternoon in members’ gardens between  2 and 4 pm,  weather permitting. 

For more details contact Nina Carlisle   on : 01935 840933 or email: ninacarlisle@talktalk.net                                                

Kingsdon Cricket Club 
 

Chairman : Marilyn Elliott   4 Manor  Close, Kingsdon, Somer ton, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444   07990673935 
Secretary:  Ian Birrell   Watersmeet, Huish Episcopi, Langpor t. TA10 9HE  Tel 01458 259231      07817959709                              
Trustees: B. Car lisle, I. Bir rell, J . Schofield 
Captain / Treasurer: J . Schofield 
Vice-Captain: P. Waters 
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The Kingsdon Chronicle 
The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation.  Cheques paya-
ble to ‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’   The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers.  Name and address 
must be supplied but may be withheld from publication on request..  The Kingsdon Chronicle reserves the right to edit items 
for publication. Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views of The 
Kingsdon Chronicle production  team.     Editor:  Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW  Tel 01935 841444,  
Mobile 07990673935,        Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com              www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/ 
 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiF1M_TlqfKAhXFwQ4KHc3ZD84QjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.cranhambaptistchurch.org%2Fchristingle&psig=AFQjCNEicj85CwnDytHARtaInsysgGCbUw&ust=1452787810038512


Celebrations for The Queens 90th Birthday 
 

On 21st April 2016, Her Majesty The Queen celebrates her 90th Birthday, and in celebration 
of this wonderful milestone, beacons will be lit that night across the United Kingdom,   
Channel Islands, Isle of Man and the United Kingdom Overseas Territories, marking this 
unique moment in history. 
 

NALC (The National Association of Local Councils) encourages  Kingsdon Parish Council 
to take part in this once in a life time opportunity. 
 

The last time Kingsdon lit a gas fuelled beacon on top of  the Church tower was for the 
Queen's Diamond Jubilee on 4th June 2012.   (photo right) 
 

We are informed that it is envisaged  the beacons will be lit early evening, so we should plan 
around this. The exact lighting time will be sent to us soon.   
 

It is proposed that once again Kingsdon lights our gas beacon atop of the Church tower 
(Following permission from the Church Authorities and the Church insurers) 
 

A further proposal, provided the beacon lighting goes ahead, is for a village BBQ on the vil-
lage field in sight of the lit beacon. 
 

Further Celebrations are being planned by the Jubilee Fund committee for Kingsdon over the weekend 11th & 12th 
June. 
 

A Barn Dance will be held in the village hall on Saturday 11th June  
 

On Sunday 12th June (to coincide with the Queens luncheon party in the Mall) Kingsdon to hold an outdoor Tea Party in the 
village hall car park (organised by the Ladies Club) followed by a social in the village hall in the evening. 
 

Kingsdon Festival Weekend over the August Bank Holiday 26th to 28th August 2016 
 

The proposal for the annual Kingsdon Festival are as follows: 
 

A marquee to be hired and sited on the village field as in previous years.  A licensed bar to be open during events 
 

The annual Scarecrow competition 
 

 Friday evening 26th August local bands groups are being invited to play .   
 

 Saturday 27th August - Daytime - Proposals are  Village Fete / Horticultural / Flower  Show and Arts & Crafts,          
                                                            Cream Teas, Guess the ponies weight,  Face Painting, Classic Cars / Agricultural 
                                                            Machinery display  etc.   
                                           

                                          Evening - The Kingsdon Big Band dance  
 

 Sunday 28th August commences with Songs of Praise followed by a  Picnic Lunch party.  In the afternoon, if there is 
enough interest, would be the ideal time for the Kingsdon Fun Sports Day and / or Treasure Hunt and a Musical Evening to 
finish off the weekend. 
                                        —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  —  — 
Are you a green fingers expert, we could do with your help with running the Horticultural / Flower Show, please let a com-
mittee member know if you would like to be involved. 
 

I am sure we have arts and crafts people who would love to take on the running of an exhibition & show in the marquee, 
please do get in touch.   Any ideas of other events for the weekend would be very much appreciated, please give your ideas 
to any committee member  -  Keith Thomas, Babs Conway, Ian Dibben, Mark Freeman, Eric Russell, Marilyn & Wally    
Thanks. 
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Advance Notice 
Next Take Art Event   
  ‘Northern Harmony’ 

After a variety of events, including many different musical 
genres, we next have something completely different. We 
have been fortunate and successful in booking the much 
sought after American vocal group,  “Northern Harmony” 

Kingsdon is to be one of the venues on their 16th European 
tour. Sixteen sparkling young singers from Vermont (USA) 
are particularly renowned for their command of a world 
wide range of ethnic singing styles. This group has estab-
lished a significant following amongst choirs and singing 
groups across South West England   Not only will this be a different style of musical event, it will be dif-
ferent in other ways as it will be held at 7.30pm on Tuesday 19

th
 April in All Saints Church.    Tickets will be 

£10 for adults and £8 for children with any surplus after expenses going to support  the maintenance of 
our church.     Please book this date in your diaries.    More information will be available in the February edi-
tion of the Chronicle. 
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Kingsdon Community Shop News – Exciting Times 
 

As you are all no doubt aware, Kingsdon Community Shop is going to change over the next few weeks! Work is planned to 
start on 8th February to remove the inner stud walls, install new heaters, change hot water system in order to start returning 
the building back to its former glory.  In addition, the WC facilities are to be re-vamped to enable access via the original 
doorway in the lobby.  
 

Whilst every effort will be made to keep things as ’normal’ as possible, the shop area will be slightly more compact than usu-
al, and we ask for the villagers’ patience during this short period of disruption. - This means that for a week or so, the shop 
will be operating on a limited basis.  
 

·         There will be no Tea-room facilities for the duration of the works. 
·         Ordered bread service will be maintained as normal 
·         Some non-food items may not be available during this period (ie arts & crafts etc) 
 

Obviously, you are still all very welcome to pop in as usual for a natter – we just cannot guarantee that you will get a cuppa 
during this time! 
 

On completion of the initial works, there will be a period where the current shop will begin to move into the larger trading 
area, so there will be lots of changes in the layout. It may look a bit ‘sparse’ to begin with, but once we have settled down and 
re-stocked – we will start to look more like a shop again. This is the start of some exciting times at the shop, and we will be 
looking at expanding the product range. Other initiatives are also being considered and we will be looking at introducing ad-
ditional products/services to which we hope will be of benefit to the village and residents during 2016 & into the future. 
 

On completion of the first phase, the main shop entrance will then relocate to the front of the building.  The present door into 
the shop will be for disabled access.   
 

We apologise for any inconvenience during these works and appreciate your patience 
 
Toasted Teacake Saturday – This is planned to hopefully still go ahead (at the moment) however, date has been changed to 
27th February. Up to date information will be published on shop notice boards & via face-book, village website, twitter and 
email notices. 
 

Storytime – February Storytime will be postponed & resume again in March, following expansion works 
 

Knitting Club – No Knitting club in shop during February – instead it will be held on the 2nd Saturday in February at Gar-
deners Cottage, (Linda Rumble’s) & will resume again at the shop in March, following expansion works  
 

Saturday 13th  
From 10am to 11am  Kingsdon Parish Council will be holding the monthly Surgery at the shop 

  

Are you one of those people who never has a minute to spare?   Then this message isn’t for you, 
because I’m looking for people who do have a couple of hours a week spare. 
 

Kingsdon Community Shop is always on the lookout for people who can spare a few hours now 
and then to help out in the shop.   You would never be on your own or expected to operate the till 
until you feel confident to do so.   
 

For your trouble you will meet and be able to have a chat with our nice friendly customers and 
receive as many cups of tea and coffee as you care to make, with some home made cake. 

Most importantly you will be making a positive difference to your community. 
To volunteer or to find out more about volunteering please contact me, Wally Elliott on 07990673935 or  email 
wallyelliott@hotmail.com 

Just a reminder that 20
th

 February is just around the corner &                                                    
the Rock‘a’Billy evening is fast approaching!! 

 

Tickets are selling well – please don’t leave it too late to purchase yours! ONCE THEY’RE GONE, THEY’RE GONE! 
Please remind your friends & neighbours as this is going to be a great evening and we want the good people of Kingsdon to 

be part of it.  
Although you don’t have to dress up - if you want to join in the ‘feel’ - get your circle skirts, bobby socks, jeans & T-shirts 

out - lots of people are!  
 

PRIZE FOR THE BEST MALE & FEMALE 1950’s style DRESS!                                               
(As decided by the ‘KoolKatz’) 

 

Remember to bring your own drinks & nibbles – you may need refreshment in-between dances!                                             
A raffle will be held during the evening with some great prizes on offer! 

 *Also*  
The Koolkatz will be serving for 1 hour in the Shop between 12 & 1pm on the 20th February – Come along & meet them 

 

*And*  

Simple Jive Lesson  
Between 2pm & 3pm at the Village Hall for anyone who would like to get ready for the evening.                                   

Class will be led by ‘Little Miss Blue Bass’ of the KOOLKATZ 
 

Doors open at 7pm – Entry strictly by ticket only        Performance star ts – 8pm sharp! 
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Kingsdon Parish Council Surgery 
Your parish council is looking at ways of better understanding the needs of the people who live in this community. 

Once a month a member of the council will be in the village shop from 10:00 till 11:00am.  
We’re there for you to call in and have a more social chat and give you the chance to discuss your ideas for our village. 

Saturday Jauary13th will be Elaine Owen so please pop your head round the door and chat about ideas, issues, advice,  we 
will be listening. 
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MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PLANNING MEETING HELD ON  
WEDNESDAY 30th DECEMBER 2015 at 7.30pm IN THE COMMUNITY CENTRE 

 

Present: Mr Brian Paine (vice-chairman); Mr Wally Elliott, Mr Ian Dibben, Mr P. Waters, Mr Guy Osborne (Parish Council-
lors); Mrs. K Hatt (Parish Clerk) and 1 parishioner. 
 

1. Apologies: Mr David Beswick, Mrs E. Owen. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest: None received of any difference to those already submitted.  
 

3. Previous minutes:  The minutes of the last planning meeting were read, approved and signed. This was proposed by 
P. Waters, seconded by W.Elliott, all were in favour. 
 

4. Planning approvals:  We have received the following planning approvals:  Application 15/04205/FUL  
 

5. Planning application:  15/05190/LBC  Applicant:  Mr Patr ick Leahy, Kingsdon Community Centre. 
Mr B. Paine asked for any comments/observation.   W.Elliott – vital for the future of the shop. To go further it needs more 
space. It will be in keeping with character of the building.   A new heating system was considered but insulation needs to be 
done first which is very expensive.   G.Osborne – have all forms of heating been looked at? 
There has been an awful lot of investigation into it. It was recommended that Eric talk to G.Osborne about heating. 
Wally proposed and G.Osborne seconded that we approve the plans, all in favour. 
 

Planning Application: 15/05332/FUL   Applicants:  Mr  And Mrs M Overd, Chalice Barn, Frog Lane, Kingsdon.  
It appears to be a good thing.    It has been open with the neighbours who are fully informed. 
W.Elliott proposed and Ian Dibben seconded that we approve the plans, all in favour 
Some trees were discussed and clarified. 
I.Dibben – do we know where our conservation area boundary is? He would like to add this onto a footpath map for display. 
  

ACTION: K Hatt to email the planning inspector the decision. 
Meeting closed at 7.45pm. 

DRAFT MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON  
THURSDAY 14th JANUARY 2016 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm  

 

Parishioner comment time:    A parishioner  was concerned about the amount of litter  in Lytes Cary road. He asked if 
he could put a caged pallet and collect the litter to show people how much for a couple of weeks. 
However a lot does come from the recycling trucks, especially on windy days. 
Other ideas were - have a ‘clean for the queen campaign’. A litter picking day. Action - The councilors will reflect on this. 
 

Present: Mr  Brian Paine (vice-chairman); Mr Wally Elliott, Mr I. Dibben, Mr P. Waters, Mr G. Osborne and Mrs Elaine 
Owen (Parish Councillors); Mr. D. Ruddle (County Councillor) and Mrs. K Hatt (Parish Clerk) plus 8 parishioners. 
 

1.Apologies:   Mr David Beswick (Chairman) Mr  David Norr is (distr ict councillor) and Mrs L Moore 
 

2. Declarations of Interest:   As already declared, no changes. 
 

3. Minutes: The minutes of the meeting held on 10th December 2015 which had been previously circulated and were ap-
proved and signed;  proposed by G. Osborne and seconded by W. Elliott, all in favour. 
 

4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items:   None extra to agenda items this time. 
 

5. Chairman’s Report:  Paine said that as work has now star ted in the old shop, a number  of people have commented 
that perhaps the post box should be moved and located at the new shop? This might be desirable as the post box can be 
opened on the inside.   It was pointed out that it is very rare model, as there were only about twenty-five of this type pro-
duced. It is also in a convenient location.      Action - The Councilors will reflect on this. 
 

6. Correspondence:   Citizen advice bureau have written and thanked us for  our  donation.   SSDC have written to of-
fer playground inspection – it was agreed to have this done    Action – K. Hatt to send form in.      PCSO Tim Russell had 
sent us a crime report should anyone wish to view it and said that there was only one crime reported for Kingsdon in the last 
month which was an oil theft.    NALC have asked if we would have a beacon for the Queen’s 90th birthday – this is a nation-
al event. It will be on the 21st April, her actual birthday. We have the beacon, but need two gas cylinders, and muscle to carry 

it up there. The bishop will need to be contacted.     Action – D.Beswick to deal with this and seek permission. 
An email had been received from SSDC inviting the KPC to the Area East Annual Town & Parish meeting on 26th January in 
Wincanton. The Council should have a representative at this, and especially as Patrick Leahy and Eric Russell will be giving 
a presentation about the village shop. Action - B.Paine agreed to attend  
 

7. Finance:  7.1 Financial Report:   The below information was circulated. Any questions for Lynn? There were no 
questions.  Everyone was happy with this information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                            Continued on page 8 

KPC Account Opening Balance 1.12.15 £3,829.67 

  Net Cheque Balance £475.00 

  Transfer in £10.00 

  Closing Balance 30.11.2015 £3,364.67 

   

Savings Account Opening Balance 1.11.2015 £13,289.64 

  Net Cheque Balance £0.00 

  Interest £1.90 

  Closing Balance 30.11.2015 £13,291.54 
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7.2 Cheque signing        

 

 
 

These payments were proposed by P.Waters and seconded by W.Elliott, all were in favour. 
 

7.3 Precept:  B. Paine explained that the precept has to be approved tonight as it must to be submitted to SSDC by 
29th January. It was reiterated from the report of last month that the Rate Support Grant from central Government, received 
by County and District Councils, which has been reducing each year, will be completely removed by 2020. Consequently 
support, grants and funding from both District and County Councils to parishes will completely disappear by 2020. Parish 
Councils had been advised to increase their reserves as a contingency plan for the future financial needs. 
 

Lynn Moore (RFO) had circulated to Councillors budget sheets and requested members input. Feedback had illustrated it 
would be wise to consider not just 2016/2017 requirements but also projections for 2017/2018 and 2018/2019. A zero based 
budgeting exercise had been done, using village sustainability and community cohesion as key criteria. Whilst this showed a 
significant increase in the precept for 2016/2017 it provided scope for freezing the figure in subsequent years. 
 

Questions – money was put in previously for field maintenance, so do we put it in again when we have previously put it 
aside? B.Paine pointed out that it would ensure the reserves were increased against future needs, a view support by Dean 
Ruddle. 
I.Dibben commented that there may-be other projects we want to target e.g. the fence around the field. The money that was 
previously saved can be used for these other projects. 
What about events? Should we put some money towards community events?  
E.Owen observed it is a big increase from last year and wondered if there are other finances coming in e.g. rent from allot-
ments, grants etc. 
It was still generally felt the rise was necessary as the budget makes provision for financial support for the village hall, the 
shop and the church. 
 

The proposed budget for 2016/2017 of £14440 was proposed by I.Dibben, seconded by W.Elliott, 5 in favour, 1 against. It 
was therefore approved. 
Action – B.Paine, L.Moore and K.Hatt to submit the forms to SSDC 
 

8. Former Primary School sports field - sited at the (North West) junction of MowBarton Road and Lower 
Road, and diagonally opposite the Village Hall:     
 

Report given by B. Paine 
The past year of letters, e-mails and telephone calls in dealing with the County Council have been subject to mendacity, pro-
crastination, dubiety and obfuscation. Having been in touch with the D of E Assets Department based in Durham it is now 
clear that the pursuit of the Section 77 will not influence the negotiations on the selling price for the land. The Parish Coun-
cil having already agreed that if necessary the field will be purchased for £27,500 it now requires a meeting to finalise the 
contract details and conclude the deal. 
Action – B.Paine  
 

9. Kingsdon Website:   E.Owen – has anyone looked at the website and are people happy with it now? 
I.Dibben – yes, it looks great. The work Elaine has done and has greatly improved things and it now doesn’t need to be 
changed to a different site. 
There are a few minor resolvable problems. 
E.Owen was very happy to take further comments. People will need to provide event information so it can be kept up dated. 
Everything so far that has been added is free. She requested money to spend on some updating software that would make it 
so much easier to input in the future. 
I.Dibben proposed to spend $89 for E.Owen to purchase this and W. Elliott seconded, all in favour. 
 

The transparency fund application has been sent in, we now await the results. 
 
10. Dog fouling:  W.Elliott explained that we have had quite a few complaints regarding dog fouling. They are in two 
main areas – Cary Way and Chapel Hill. It seems to appear overnight with no-one seeing anything. There are a number of 
people getting upset about it. It is worth mentioning that all dogs have to be microchipped by 6th April or it is an offence. 
We could also use the crime and prevention act – which requires the means to clear up the mess to be carried at all times 
regardless if their dog fouls or not. 
Parishioner – why? Is it because people don’t want to pick it up, can’t see it, don’t know where the bins are? The dog bins in 
the village often have the sign covered by the bin liner so people may not be aware. There are three in the village that should 
serve everyone. 
Could we look at things differently – rather than put a fine on everyone, start a new campaign. There needs to be pride so 
that dog owners do want to pick it up. Promote pride. Ask children what they feel about cleanliness of village. Have our 
own little slogan.  Household pledge – every household who has a dog makes a pledge and is given free dog bags, thank-
you stickers on bins. 
It could be stray dogs.  
Could it be an elderly person who cannot bend down and get it – we can help with long handles etc. 
Wally can put location of bins in village in the Chronicle.  
Action – the Councillors to reflect on these ideas and then it to be discussed further. 
 

                                                                                                                                           Continued on page 9 

Clerk Services - December £75.00 

Chubb Bullied Solicitors £1,438.48 

TOTAL CHEQUE AMOUNT - December £1,513.48 



11.Village recreation field:   On Chr istmas eve fireworks were let off on the village recreation field. W. Elliott spoke to 
some people who were putting on an impromptu firework display. They were under the belief that as it’s the village field and 
could be used. However there is a law about not using fireworks in a  public place. The Parish council would be liable for 
anything on the village field. W. Elliott is planning to put an article in the chronicle. It would also be courteous to inform 
people before hand for the protection of animals. A dog since then has been severely affected and now will not leave the 
house. Action – W.Elliott to put an article in the chronicle. 
 

12. Bonfires:   There is an issue about bonfires currently. There is the courtesy to neighbours, including wind direc-
tion. Also what materials are allowed to be on bonfires – recent item/s were burned which produced obnoxious smell and 
smoke – there are items that are not allowed to be burned. It is an offence under the environmental act which says it is an of-
fence to burn plastic, rubber and paint. Household waste should be taken to the local recycling plant. Action – W.Elliott – to 
put an article in the chronicle. 
 

13. Oak tree:   The new Oak tree on the entrance to the village has been vandelised. It’s obvious that it has been vandal-
ised due to the nature and damage to the tubing. These trees have been specially sourced. Previously comments of unhappi-
ness has been mentioned however this may not be related. It had been correctly sited according to the local expert. However 
these views were being taken into account and the tree was going to be moved back at an appropriate time in the year. 
Could new trees be put into the hedgerow? Unfortunately times have changed and now landowners do not like this as their 
vehicles are bigger and cannot get under the trees when close. It could be done in corner spots however. 
Action – P. Waters to scribe a couple of lines for the chronicle to state our disappointment so the village are aware of 
the situation which may make people think twice. 
 

14. Date of next meeting:  Thursday 11th February 2016, 7.30pm.  I.Dibben would like to set up a trial to parish online. 
This will show things like parish boundary. All agreed. He will demonstrate it to people. 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.40pm 
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Bonfires 
 

Bonfires are a common cause of neighbourhood disputes, as they often cause smoke and debris to blow across neighbours’ 
properties, which can cause a disruption and in some cases a health hazard.  There are no specific laws outlawing bonfires, 
and therefore anyone is in theory entitled to light a bonfire if they wish to do so. There are, however, restrictions on the burn-
ing of household waste if it will cause pollution or where it might be hazardous to health. 
 

Can I burn domestic waste?:  There are no specific rules on lighting bonfires, but the Environmental Protection Act 
1990 does make it an offence to burn plastic, rubber or painted materials, as this will create poisonous fumes that can 
have a damaging effect on your neighbours’ health. 
 

Can I have a bonfire near a road?:   Under  the Highways Act 1980 anyone who lights a fire and then allows the smoke 
to blow across a public highway could be liable for an offence if the smoke affects visibility on the highway and endangers 
the safety of traffic.   This is a criminal law provision, and if you suspect a neighbour’s bonfire is causing a danger to traffic 
on the public highway then you should notify the police. 
 

When can a bonfire be illegal?:  Although lighting a bonfire is not illegal, causing a nuisance in your  neighbourhood is 
illegal and could give rise to legal sanctions. A one-off bonfire is unlikely to cause a particular nuisance, and as a neighbour 
you are unlikely to get anywhere if you complain about a single incident.   However, when a neighbour is holding regular 
bonfires and causing disruption in the neighbourhood then this can be classed as a nuisance. A nuisance occurs when the 
smoke from a bonfire affects a community.  Under the Environmental Protection Act 1990, a council has a power to issue an 
Abatement Notice when a person allows dust, odours and smoke from a bonfire to drift over their neighbours’ property regu-
larly. To use this power councils  need to establish how often the bonfires are taking place, and the level of nuisance caused. 
 

Is an Abatement Notice effective?  If the council is satisfied that a bonfire is regular  and is causing a nuisance, then 
they may serve an Abatement Notice on the individual who is causing the nuisance. Failure to adhere to the Abatement No-
tice would then open up the perpetrator to a prosecution, with a maximum penalty of a £5,000 fine in domestic cases, or a 
£20,000 fine in commercial cases. 
 

How can I avoid my bonfire becoming a nuisance?:   Contrary to popular  belief, it is legal to have a bonfire on your  
premises at any time, even before 6pm. Bonfires are only illegal when they involve the combustion of materials likely to 
cause a hazard to health, or if they are recurrent and cause a nuisance. 
 

To avoid sanction when having a bonfire, it is best to follow some simple rules: 
1.  Notify neighbours of your intention well in advance.   2. Burn small amounts and avoid burning painted materials, plastics 
and rubber.  3.  Be safe, ensure you have the means to control the bonfire to hand.  4.  Only have a bonfire when you need 
one.  5.  Consider alternatives such a recycling.  6.  If a bonfire is lit and smoke is being blown across neighbours’ properties 
consider extinguishing it and lighting again on another day. 

Kingsdon's Royal Oak vandalised  
 

It's a great shame to see that our young oak tree, descend from the Great Royal Windsor Park, has been deliberately snapped 
in two.    
The siting of this oak tree had been discussed in previous council meetings because people were concerned about it being 
planted to close to the corner of the road (on the road towards Lytes Cary).  
 

The tree officer for Yeovil district council, who has to comply with the highways regulations, had already approved the site.  
However, it was our intention to reposition the oak further back within the hedge row. Very sadly it appears that someone 
chose not to wait and snapped the 3ft young oak tree in half.  
It's disappointing think it's has happened within our parish.    Phillip Waters 



Dogs Spoiling the environment  
 

Once again the beautiful village of Kingsdon is being plagued with dog faeces.  We have many people in Kingsdon who are 
very responsible dog owners, but there are some who are not and give a bad name to all those who always carry ‘poo bags’ 
and clean up after their dogs.   Dog faeces on streets, pavements and grassed areas, especially where children play or people 
enjoy sitting out, is simply not acceptable. The person in charge of a dog has a duty to remove faeces from public areas in-
cluding country lanes, grassed areas, parks, streets, cemeteries, play and picnic areas. If the faeces are not immediately 
cleared away the owner may be issued with a fixed penalty which, if not paid, can lead to a fine of £1,000 and a criminal rec-
ord. Dog owners are still responsible for their dog if straying,  even if they are not with their dog at the time, they can still be 
prosecuted if it is seen fouling. 
 

Stray Dogs: The Law:   A stray dog is any dog which is running free in a public place without its owner  being present. 
Legally it makes no difference if the dog is loose accidentally, has been released without authority of the owner, or has been 
deliberately allowed to roam.    The law requires, under the Environmental Protection Act 1990, local councils to treat all 
unaccompanied dogs on public land as strays, regardless of whether they are wearing a collar and disc or have been micro-
chipped. The council must seize such dogs and if they cannot be returned immediately to their owner they must be taken to 
the council stray pounds where they are held for a mandatory period of 7 days. After the 7-day period, the dog legally be-
comes the property of the kennels and the kennels can either rehome the dog to a new owner, keep the dog at the kennels or, 
following veterinary advice, put the dog to sleep.    Please note, it is no longer the responsibility of the police to accept stray 
dogs, and they should not be taken to police stations.    It is also an offence under the Control of Dogs Order 1992 for a dog 
to be in a public place without a collar and tag with the owner's name and address on it, even when the owner is in charge of 
the dog. If your dog does not have a collar and tag, you can be prosecuted and fined up to £5,000. The owner commits this 
offence even if a dog has been microchipped.   It will be compulsory for all dogs to be microchipped from 6 April 2016. The 
microchips will be coded with owners' details, and owners who do not comply could face fines of up to £500. 
 
Under section 3 of the 1991 Dangerous Dogs Act (as amended 1997), it is an offence to be the owner of a dog of any type or 
breed which is dangerously out of control in a public place or a non-public place in which it is not permitted to be, or to al-
low a dog in your charge to behave in an aggressive manner. A dog does not have to bite someone to be deemed dangerous. 
If the owner is convicted, they can receive a fine of up to £5,000 or up to 6 months in prison. The police have a duty to inves-
tigate all reports of dangerous dogs.  It is illegal to allow your dog to foul in a public place and not clean up after it, under the 
Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996. Anyone who fails to clean up after their pet can be issued a fixed penalty fine or taken to 
court where they could be fined up to £1,000.   
 

A dog owner who lets their dog out to roam must take responsibility for it and the council has a strong enforcement policy 
for dealing with problems caused by irresponsible dog owners. Dogs found straying can be seized by dog wardens and fixed 
penalty notices may be issued by dog wardens, street wardens, police officers, police community support officers or council 
enforcement officers, and the owner prosecuted. Please be a responsible dog owner. 
Stray dogs are not only a danger to themselves, but can be a risk or cause nuisance to members of the public and traffic. 
 

Anti-social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Act 2014   -   Public spaces protection orders 
 

Dog walkers who leave home without “poop bags” could face fines of up to £100 – regardless of whether their pet fouls or 
not. 

So to the dog owner/s who allows their dog to stray and or does not clean up after it…                                          
You have been warned. 
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Fireworks law in the United Kingdom 
 

People under the age of 18 are not allowed to buy fireworks, nor possess them in a public place.  
 

All fireworks fall into one of the following three categories: 
Category 1 ("indoor") fireworks are for use in extremely restricted areas. 
Category 2 ("garden") fireworks must be safely viewable from 5 metres away, and must scatter no debris beyond a 3-metre 
range. 
Category 3 ("display") fireworks must be safely viewable from 25 metres away, and must scatter no debris beyond a 20-
metre range. 
There are now Category 2 fireworks that require a longer distance of 8 metres, providing potentially better effects than 5 me-
tre fireworks but without the fallout of Category 3 fireworks. 
Fireworks of louder than 120dBA at 15 metres cannot be sold to the public. 
It is not illegal for a firework to be set off at less than the minimum safely viewable distance; however, in the event of any 
injury to a spectator, the firer might be liable if the distance was too short. 
 

Professional fireworks 
Category 4 ("professional") fireworks are for sale only to fireworks professionals.  They have no restrictions, and this is the 
default category for any firework which has not been tested to confirm that it should be in one of the lower categories. 
The law considers a firework professional to be someone employed in a business that fires fireworks, such as a firework dis-
play outlet, or a stagehand. In practice, most stores that sell Category 4 fireworks do ask for proof of training; most category 
4 professionals are trained under the British Pyrotechnists Association Professional Firers Training Scheme, although other 
training schemes are provided by some commercial organisations. Company directors are liable under the Health and Safety 
at Work Act for the safety of their employees, and prosecutions have occurred. 
 
                                                                                                                                                   Continued on page11 
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Continued from page 10 
 
Banned fireworks 
Mortar Shells: all fireworks of the "aerial shell"/"mortar shell" type, which launch single, large projectiles into the air where 
they explode to create effects - are Category 4. This was as a result of the deaths in 1996 of Stephen Timcke and David Hat-
tersley who were killed by mortars on successive nights. 
Mini-rockets, bangers, firecrackers, fireworks of erratic flight (including jumping fireworks) were banned in 1997. 
In 2004 the definition of mini-rocket was further restricted, and airbombs were also banned, in an effort to stop anti-social 
behaviour involving fireworks. 
 

Restrictions on sale 
Except for specially licensed year-round firework shops, fireworks are only for sale for Chinese New Year and three days 
prior, Divali and three days prior, from 15 October to 10 November (for Guy Fawkes Night), and from 26 to 31 December 
(for New Year)   Typically supermarkets and other general retail outlets sell fireworks in the October–November period and 
for new year, but do not sell at the other periods in most areas. 
Using or buying fireworks illegally can result in a £5,000 fine or imprisonment for up to 6 months. 
 

Restrictions on use 
Fireworks must not be let off between 11pm and 7am, except on Chinese New Year, Diwali and New Year's Eve, when the 
period is extended until 1am, and on Guy Fawkes Night, when the period is extended until midnight. This restriction does 
not apply to displays organised by local Councils. 
 

It is illegal to set off fireworks (including sparklers) in the street or public place.  (Criminal Justice Act 1972:   “Public 
place” includes any highway and any other premises or place to which at the material time the public have or are permitted 
to have access, whether on payment or otherwise ”. )  
 

Breaking these laws can result in an on-the-spot fine of £90. 
 
If anyone intends to set off fireworks please notify the Parish Council in order that a warning can be given to pet owners and 
World Horse Welfare who look after many horses, some easily frightened. 

Kingsdon Bells 
 
The bells of All Saints Church are only 
being rung once a month due to a short-
age of ringers in the village.  We are 
having to borrow ringers from sur-
rounding villages. 
 
If anyone is interested in becoming a 
Kingsdon Bell Ringer or learning the art 
of ringing please give me a call on 
01935 840344 
 
Thanks     Jackie Ellis 

PILATES 
 

NEW PILATES CLASS  
with Chartered Physiotherapist  

 
ANNA TRAIN 

 
FRIDAY'S- 9.30am in Kingsdon Village Hall            

(Start date to be confirmed) 
 

Please call to book a place or for further information  
Tel: 07921124851. 

Kingsdon Seniors Club 
 

There was a sad start to the monthly meeting with Richard South announcing the 
sorrowful news of the death of Jessica, 18 year old grand daughter of Brian & 
Gill Paine who had passed away on Monday.  The guest speaker, the Reverend 
Chris Hopkins gave a very moving prayer for Jessica, her family and friends. 
 

Chris commenced his talk, telling us how he got into SCUBA diving.  For a birth-
day present his wife bought him a SCUBA beginners course, from then on there 
was no stopping him and he became a fully qualified diver with the Street Sub    
Aqua Club.   
 

Chris gave a very interesting and humorous explanation of all the equipment used 
by divers.  Little did I realise just how heavy his diving belt was ! 
 

We were the shown photographs of some wrecks he had dived and a short film 
taken on a Red Sea diving trip with some shots of the very colourful coral reef 
and its inhabitants.   Richard gave the vote of thanks for what had been a most 
interesting and entertaining talk.   
 

Tea was provided by Joyce Limon and Edna Gordon. 
 

The next meeting  on 24th February will feature Mickey Fitzpatrick with a talk 
entitled ‘Mostly Monologues’.    
Mickey is a powerhouse of a lady! with a flow of monologues, jokes and stories 
all designed to make us laugh.   Something to really look forward to. 



Kingsdon’s Website,  www.kingsdon.org  
 

Part 1: Home Page and navigation The Kingsdon website has been almost completely updated over  the Chr istmas 
period so please do have a look around while we finish the rest. Over the next few months there will be articles about differ-
ent pages of the site to introduce you to some of its features. 
 

The parish council would like to thank Hannah Carlisle who set up the site in the first place. A website is only any good if it 
is kept up to date and we now have a system in place to make sure we keep it that way.   

The Tab for the website shows our village crown. If you hover over the tab 
you can see the full text “Kingsdon - Somerset historic village Home” 

The page navigation bar (and the footer below) remain visible no matter what page of the site you are on.   
If you want to send an email about the website click the orange square; emails go to the parish clerk, Kate Hatt.   
Click on the blue twitter box to open the Kingsdonvillage twitter page.  We have over 160 Followers. Perhaps we can do an 
article about twitter another time, but suffice to say that our followers have doubled in the past year so this is growing com-
munication channel for us.) 

The home page may give someone  their first impressions about our village so its important. (The Wikipedia page for 
Kingsdon now links to our website). Underneath the picture is a description of the village, including useful links.  
There is also a link to a view of the parish boundary, if you click this you get to see the parish boundary map. 

Home Page 

Header and Footer 
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Parish boundary map 

The red line shows our parish 

boundary.  You can pan around the 

map in the usual way and use the + 

and - signs on the map to zoom in 

and out.  

Other things you can do here include 

measuring a distance and if you 

click on ‘Basemap’, you can change 

the aerial imagery to various types 

of map.  Feel free to explore because 

any changes you make will not be 

saved. 

The home page also shows tweets from @Kingsdonvillage.  
We have a couple of trusted tweeters and anything they send 
automatically appears here. 
This means the page is kept fresh with news about what is 
happening in Kingsdon. 
If you tweet to @Kingsdonvillage your message MAY (we 
don’t promise) be retweeted to appear in this feed. 
You can scroll down to read the last 20 tweets, so even it 
you have no intention of ever using Twitter yourself  you 
can read the tweets here. 
No replies or comments are shown, so there is no chance of 
anything unpleasant  popping up by accident. 

 

Twitter Feed and Village Updates 

We aim to post one or two village updates each month.  These will be sto-
ries of general interest. A short snippet  is shown with an invitation to 
Read More… This opens a new page with the full story where you might 
find pictures or links to further information. 
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(DRAFT) Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting held on                                              
Tuesday 12th January 2016 at The Kingsdon Inn, Kingsdon at 7.00pm. 

 

Present: Mrs M Elliott – Chairman, Mr D Thomson – Secretary, Mr I Dibben - Treasurer, Mr W Elliott - Elected,  Mr T 
Owen – Seniors’ Club,  Mr A Toms - Elected,  Mr G Osborne - Elected. 
 

1  Apologies:  Mrs S Singletonn– Ladies’ Club 
 

2  Minutes of the Last Meetings:  Minutes of the 21st May 2015 Management Committee Meeting (MCM) held follow-
ing the May 2015 AGM, were approved and signed.  – ME/DT 
All draft minutes had been published in The Kingsdon Chronicle, as previously agreed.  ACTION - DT 
 

3  Matters Arising:  
3.1 Electrical Works:  The Chairman reported that a qualified electr ician had inspected the hall’s electrical installation 
in total , and had prepared and delivered his report. and recommendations. The total cost estimated was substantial. (£ cost  
information restricted at this time due to competitive quotes being sought) This cost includes the installation of a Smoke 
Alarm system (@ £1220)  which may not be a requirement in this building/structure type. The local fire authority will be 
consulted prior to a final decision being taken. In view of the estimated costs, two further quotes will be obtained prior to any 
final decision being taken. An offer had also been received.    ACTION - ME 
3.2 Storeroom: The following information was repor ted to the MCM: Chair s are now being stored cor rectly and the 
previous problem with regard to re-arrangement seemed to have ceased. ACTION - ME 
The problem of the floor “rising” in front of the stage may have been resolved by removing the side pieces , inserted to stop 
the chairs damaging the walls. – GO/ID 
The external window frame seemed serviceable for the present time – No Action 
A general clearance/review  was now required, adequate notice should be given to clubs/users  and any  remaining unauthor-
ised items to be removed.  ACTION  - VHAC 
3.3 Trees:  The Chairman reported that the whole area to the (end) side of the hall was in a much improved state  and 
that the volunteers had made a tremendous contribution and should be congratulated. The Committee’s formal  thanks to all 
the volunteers were recorded. The remaining tree stump now required drilling.  ACTION  - ID/GO 
3.4 Hall Bookings:   The Chairman repor ted on the weekly bookings activities. The regular  bookings have been main-
tained and other bookings have improved significantly. Occasional (children’s) party bookings were proving very successful  
and it was hoped that the completed village web site now operational would be beneficial in selling the excellent  hall facili-
ties ( and safe parking)  to a wider geographical catchment area. Word of mouth from satisfied customers seemed to be the 
main “channel” at the present time with much interest from Ilchester in particular. ACTION - ME 
3.5 SSDC Rates:  The Secretary reminded the MC of SSDC’s  decision to remove the historic discretionary rate relief for 
the KVH with effect from 01-04-16. This would incur additional costs to the KVH of c£1500 pa. A formal appeal against this 
decision had now been submitted by The Secretary.  ACTION  - DT 
3.6  Section 106 Money – Former Manor School:  The Chairman reported that the fir st (Manor  School ) proper ty 
may shortly be offered for sale. 106 monies become payable once three properties are sold. ACTION – ME 
 

4  VHAC:  The Village Hall Action Committee (VHAC) is a  sub-committee established to actively progress and monitor 
the progress of MC agreed  actions on a weekly/monthly  basis. Members are ID, GO, WE, ME, AT. 
ID overviewed the committee’s work and highlighted the major internal floor improvements with very special thanks to Mr 
G Osborne. The outside areas were also looking very much better but the drains required constant monitoring.  ID further 
detailed the VH Review Log and Action Lists that had been established. These meant that a more pro-active systematic ap-
proach could be taken with on going formal monitoring and recording firmly in place. The LOG could be updated as re-
quired.  It was agreed that this log should  now be divided into two …ie Two Logs: 1 HouseKeeping List  – Kelly Osborne,  
2 Structural/Maintenance List – ID/TO.           ACTION – KO and ID/TO.  
 

5  Health and Safety:   H&S Items had been discussed under  Item 4 above. Fur ther , agreed that ID and TO would 
review the  2 inspection logs weekly, and commission any ( emergency) works required. ACTION – ID/TO 
 

6  Finance:   Mr Ian Dibben Treasurer  presented an overview  analysis of the Hall’s operating accounts,  The finances 
had returned to a more   positive position, much improved. The increased charges, previously agreed and implemented, had 
been successful. The MC  agreed that annual increases should be maintained. ID  further reported that the ongoing reclaiming 
of some VAT (on bills) might generate c£250. 
The Current A/c - £1150, The Savings A/c = £5025   
Major Items of interest are:  HIRE OF HALL = +£3500, Maitenance = -£1300, Electricity = +/- £1200 (reclaimed)  Fully 
audited (Charity) Annual accounts are published at the AGM. ACTION – ID/ME 
 

7. Take Art:  From all feedback  this had once again been a very successful and enjoyayable event. ( £760 income, 
£588 costs) 
It was agreed that this was a very valuable and worthwhile facility  to still have access to  within South Somerset and the vil-
lage. There are two TAKE ART events planned for 2016, but one event will be held in the Church.  ACTION – WE 
 

8  Maintenance: 
8.1 Electrical Installation:  A full installation  inspection had been completed by a qualified electr ician. See Item 3.1 
above. 
8.2  Storeroom:  (nearest car park)  A full review of the arrangement and actual use of this  storeroom, including the 
access steps and the contents,  to be undertaken. It was agreed to undertake a general clear-out prior to  then reviewing  the 
situation. The room may well be suitable/ used for other purposes. Accordingly, a date would be published to all current cus-
tomer groups by which  time they must remove any/all  stored items. Remaining items found after this date will be disposed 
of. (N.B. This is not the storeroom containing the electric meters) An action day requesting volunteers would be organised.  
ACTION – WE/ID/ME 
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8.3 Internal Painting:  It was noted that some internal painting may be required (Kitchen/ Toilets). This would be re-
viewed and a volunteers/ team sought  later in the year ( April/May) . ACTION ID/GO/WE. 
8.4 Stage Back Cloth:   This was now available and awaiting final installation    ACTION - WE 
 

9 Projects: 
9.1 LOOP System:   Enquir ies had been received about this hear ing aid system. Full instructions are displayed above 
the equipment 
9.2 Future of the Kingsdon Village Hall (Structure):    The VHAC reported on their  on-going review of other (similar) 
village halls in the locality. Many other villages had already updated and/or replaced their 1940/50s style buildings which  
inevitably become unsustainable. Whilst this would seem an option for KVH, it was often the case that such schemes did not 
commence without the current facilities being condemned. This seemed to be some sort of catalyst for action The Secretary 
noted that as the building, and land , was owned by the PC, this would need  to be a decision for the KPC, and not the KVH 
MC. ( who simply managed the on-going operation of the KVH on behalf of the PC) 
It was therefore agreed that  
 

(1) A structural engineer’s report should be commissioned to review the future viability  of the existing KVH , and that 
approval/ funding for this should be requested from the KPC. Action: ID to obtain an estimate and submit to KPC. 
 

(2) Establish who OWNS the KVH and is therefore responsible for reviewing and/or managing any future developments. 
ACTION: Contact the PC, The PC Clerk could be asked to investigate and report back to the PC.  Action – ME 
 

10 AOB: 
10.1 Boundary Development:  Mr T Owen reported on development plans for  his proper ty , which shares a  common 
boundary with the hall. Principally, the tall pine trees would be removed and replaced by 2 meter high fencing. It was agreed 
that all co-operation would be given and received during the works so as to avoid inconvenience to the hall’s customers. 
Some drainage works may also be required. ACTION – ME/TO 
 

11  Dates of Next Meetings:     The next scheduled formal meeting will be the KVH AGM to be held on Thursday  
28th April 2016 @ 7pm., in the Village Hall. (Please note the change in date due to public  elections) . ACTION - DT 
This  meeting would be advertised within  both the new website and the Kingsdon Chronicle as usual. A scheduled MCM 
would immediately follow the AGM . (DT/WE) 
The VHAC will continue to meet monthly 
 

There being no further business, The Chairman thanked those in attendance and closed the meeting at 8.15pm. 
 

David C Thomson   Hon. Secretary -  Kingsdon Village Hall (MC). 

Bar of Chocolate raises £100 at auction for St Margaret's Hospice 
 

A very large and totally unique bar of orange and honeycomb chocolate weighing in at 1.84 kilos, just over 4 lb, and 
measuring 17" x  11", which had been made by the Cheddar Chocolate Company from  remaining chocolate left over from a 
commercial order, was auctioned off by Marilyn & Wally Elliott in aid of St Margaret’s Somerset Hospice over the Christ-
mas & New Year Holiday.   Marilyn and Wally had been lucky to be at the chocolate factory when it was on display and 
managed to buy it for an undisclosed sum!  By midnight on New 
Years Eve the highest bid was £50.  The very generous bidder 
then donated the chocolate back to the Hospice.  Other donations 
then brought the amount raised to £100. 
 

More money was raised for the Hospice with a ‘Post Christmas 
Fun Evening’ on Sunday 27th December in the Kingsdon Village 
Hall with Bingo by David Thomson, a fun Quiz by Wally and 
ended with a Disco.  The event was well attended and made a fur-
ther £311. 
 

Proceeds from the auction and the fun evening meant Marilyn & I 
were able to present the manager of Somerton Hospice Shop, Bar-
ry Knapp with £411 (plus gift aid) and the Chocolate. 
 

All in  all a very satisfying start to 2016 for the generous folk of 
Kingsdon. 
 

Thanks to all who made it happen.  (Wally) 
 

Calling time on withheld 
numbers 

  
 

Good news: The Government has 
announced a crackdown on withheld 
numbers, making it a legal require-
ment for companies to provide a valid 
number when they call you.  

 Ilchester Post Office on the move  
 

Ilchester Post Office in the High Street is to undergo 
some major changes when it moves to Ilchester Garage. 
 

The old Post Office in the High Street will close at 
5.30pm on Thursday 17th March and re-open the      
following day, Friday 18th in Ilchester Garage at 1pm 
 

There will be new opening hours at the new Ilchester 
Garage Post Office. It will be open every day of the week,  Monday to Sunday, open-
ing from 6am to 10pm,  with no lunch time closing. 
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“Hold a Fish and Chip Supper to help spinal cord injured people rebuild lives after injury” 
 

Great British Fish and Chip Supper – Friday 20th May 2016 
 

Want to eat Fish and Chips, while raising money for charity? Hold a fish and chip supper on Friday 20th May 2016 whilst 
raising awareness of spinal cord injury and supporting SIA’s vital services.  
 

You can hold a fish and chip supper in your own home, at work or hold a larger supper at your local community centre. 
 

SIA will provide a fundraising pack containing hints and tips, recipes, invitations and donation envelopes. By inviting 8 
friends and asking them to donate an additional £5.00 means you will raise at least £40.00 from your supper but we will also 
give you additional fundraising ideas to raise even more money for SIA. 
 

Just £50 could contribute towards the support from our Peer Support Service for one hour, in a district general hospital or 
Major Trauma Centre. 
 

In 2016 we want to make the batter matter and raise £40,000 from everyone holding suppers. Last year we raised £12,000 
from the suppers. 
 

The money raised from the suppers will help the Spinal Injuries Association offer support to individuals who become para-
lysed and their families, from the moment a spinal injury occurs, and for the rest of their lives by providing services and pub-
lications which enable and encourage paralysed people to rebuild lives after spinal cord injury. 
 

Every year in the UK over 1,000 people experience a spinal cord injury and there are an estimated 40,000 spinal cord injured 
people in the UK alone.  
 

Community Fundraising Manager, Elizabeth Wright, says, “The Fish and Chip Supper is a wonderful opportunity for a great 
evening with friends and family. We are also encouraging people who work to hold a Fish and Chip Lunch in their work 
places to raise even more funds. You may be even a local community group wanting to run a fun evening with your group. 
 

For more information or request a fundraising pack call Elizabeth Wright on 0845 071 4350                                                     
or email fundraising@siafishandchips.co.uk or visit www.siafishandchips.co.uk 
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LUST IN A LORRY 

By Peter Crowter 

 

We were a lorry driver short so Farmer cast his net, 
And also put an advert in that popular Gazette. 

A likely lad applied at once and he was swiftly signed, 
Sam was a cheerful chappy with just one thing on his mind. 

 
He seemed to know a lot of girls, much more than one or two, 

He also knew a lot of jokes and most of them were blue. 
His chat-ups were successful although smooth was not his style, 
The girls all loved his humour and the way he made them smile. 

 

The boss came home from market and he came and said to me, 
‘Sam’s on his way from Yeovil with some steers I’ve bought you see. 

They’ve got to go in Henley Field down on that busy road, 
So you go on down with him now and help him to unload.’ 

 

The lorry soon came up the road, Sam stopped outside the gate, 
I hopped up in the lorry and Sam said, ‘Well, wotcha mate’. 

I spotted almost straight away a love bite on his neck, 
His girlfriend must have meant it cause t’was more than just a peck. 

 

‘You must have had some fun last night she gave you quite a bite.’ 
Sam gave a grin and said to me ‘No, that was not last night. 

I met her in the market and she must have been on heat. 
She said, ‘Let’s get up in your cab and do it on the seat.’ 

 
We’d only just got seated when her tongue went in my ear, 

‘Hey, everyone can see us’, then I had a good idea. 
‘We’ll do it in the calf box in the back above the cab, 

We’ll need a bit of nice clean straw, I’ll see what I can nab.’ 
 

Sam went to see our driver Bob, ‘I’ve got to haul a calf, 
Have you a bale of nice clean straw, I only need a half?’ 

He shoved the girl up in the box and then the straw he spread, 
All nice and thick upon the boards to make a cosy bed. 

 

I needn’t tell you anymore, there’s not much more to say. 
The girl was smiling happily as she went on her way. 
Farmer bought his cattle and he paid the auctioneers. 

Looked for Sam to tell him he had to take home some steers. 

Kingsdon Ladies Club 
 

The January meeting of the Ladies Club was attended by 14 members. 
 

Babs Conway and Shirley Wilson were presented with birthday posies.  
 

It was agreed that the Ladies Club would help with the food for the Street Party to celebrate the Queens 90th Birthday in 
June. 
 

Jackie Ellis welcomed Chris Cox, a volunteer First Aider from the Langport Red Cross Centre. He demonstrated life saving 
technics and advice for a person suffering a heart attack, using the defibrillator, the recovery position and chocking. Time 
ran out so we didn't have time to practice our skills with bandages and splints!!! 
Chris informed us that the Red Cross Centre is open every morning in Langport ( Monday to Friday ) from 10am to 12 noon 
for a cup of tea and a chat and courses are held in Bridgwater and Taunton. 
 

Refreshments were provided by Margaret Hill and Brenda Hodges and the flutter was won by Margaret Hill. 
 

The next Ladies meeting will be on 9th February in the village hall at 7.30pm. We hope all members will be present, if pos-
sible, as the main purpose for this meeting is to discuss the future of the Ladies Club. 
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Recycling gets into gutter for                                    
street sweeping savings 

 
The leaves, gravel and rubbish found in street sweepings are being 
successfully recycled or turned into fuel as part of efforts by Somerset 
Waste Partnership (SWP) to save materials and money for council tax 
payers. 
 

Collected by every district council in Somerset and until recently bur-
ied in costly and polluting landfill, street sweepings are now being 
sorted and reused as five grades of sand or gravel for new roads, house 
building and other construction tasks. 

 

And any organic matter - from leaves to fast food wrappers - is processed and blended into “RDF” or refuse-derived fuel for 
burning to generate heat and power. 
 

The story was captured for the TV news this week, with Sedgemoor District Council cleaning operative Eric Dyte having a 
starring role in explaining how the machine works and what his job entails. 
 

Every day, council road sweeping trucks tour the 6,600 km of Somerset's rural lanes and town streets, collecting all the mate-
rials found in the road gutters. 
 

All that muck ends up at the landfill sites at Dimmer near Castle Cary and Walpole near Bridgwater operated by waste firm 
Viridor before being “dewatered” – allowed to drain – bulked up and sent off for processing. 
 

And the muck turns into brass, or at least new resources for use in construction. 
 

As well as the organic matter used for fuel, the mechanical shifting separates out five grades of aggregates: sharp sand, soft 
sand, 10mm gravel, 20mm gravel and larger gravel. 
 

Almost 8,000 tonnes of street sweepings were processed in the first full year of recycling, saving at least £10 a tonne over the 
cost of landfill burial. 
 

And that extra recycling was one factor that helped raise Somerset's recycling rate to over 52%, when the national and EU 
recycling targets is 50% by the year 2020. 
 

The £80,000 a year annual saving is indicative of the efforts now being made by SWP to seek savings and efficiencies in  
every aspect of waste. 
 

These range from raising food recycling rates to seeking solutions to rubbish that go beyond landfill and trials of new materi-
als to add to households’ recycling collections. 
 

A SWP spokesman said: “Even the dirt in the street is a potential resource that should not be wasted. 
 

“This underlines the point that every person in Somerset can help waste far less, recycle much more and so save plenty of 
money.” 
 

What to do with unwanted hoverboards 
Prior to Christmas, several retailers stopped selling certain brands of hoverboards, after National Trading Standards exam-
ined and seized thousands of potentially dangerous items. 
Buyers are now being advised to contact their retailer to see if their hoverboard should be returned for a safety check.   
Unwanted hoverboards that cannot be sent back should be disposed of responsibly and must not be dumped in a refuse bin, 
as they could cause fires when the trucks compact the rubbish. 
All 16 Somerset Waste Partnership’s recycling sites are able to accept them, along with other waste household electrical 
items, such as kettles, phones, computers, cables and monitors. 
If taking a hoverboard to a recycling centre for disposal, speak to a member of site staff, and follow their advice so the item 
is recycled safely. 
 

Do you recycle all your household paper and cardboard - honestly? 
Of course you do; it is only cardboard boxes, paper carrier bags and newspapers, yes? Well, not quite, there are many paper 
and card items that often get forgotten about.  
Of course, there are the obvious items like magazines, envelopes, letters and the junk mail that come though the letterbox, 
but some items, such as empty tissue boxes, often get overlooked. 
From the kitchen, egg boxes, empty cereal boxes and even the card packaging from your favourite cakes and yogurt can all 
be recycled. When you have finished with your tin foil and cling film wrap, the packaging boxes and cardboard tubes can be 
recycled, as can toilet and kitchen roll tubes. 
Dishwasher tablet and washing powder boxes should not be forgotten, along with empty medication boxes, battery packets 
and shoe boxes.  
From the bathroom, cardboard packaging for toothpaste, face creams and other toiletries can be recycled; in fact, if everyone 
in the UK recycled one toothpaste box enough energy could be saved to vacuum around 19,000 homes for a year. 
Recycling paper and card from around the home is pretty simple, just make sure that there is no leftover food or stains on the 
packaging – especially when it comes to empty pizza boxes and the cardboard sleeves or lids from ready meals. 
Even something as easy as recycling newspapers can make a huge difference. It only takes seven days for a newspaper to be 
recycled and come back as a new newspaper. 
To make sure you have got plenty of space in your recycling box, flatten cardboard boxes and paper bags; this will help you 
recycle as much as you can from around the home. If you need a replacement recycling box, visit:-                                       
http://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/containers/ 

Collection Dates for Kingsdon in February 

 Wheelie Bins -  Tuesdays 9th and 23rd 

 Recycling       -  Every Tuesday  

 Green Bins    -  Tuesdays 2nd & 16th 

http://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/sites/
http://www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/containers/


When wearing a bikini, women reveal 90% of their body. 
Men are so polite they only look at the covered parts! 
 

When you appear in court, you are putting yourself in the 
hands of twelve people who weren’t smart enough to get 
out of jury duty. 
 

The things that come to those who wait may be the things 
left by those who got there first. 
 

Nothing is fool-proof to a sufficiently talented fool. 
 

Those who live by the sword get shot by those who don’t. 
 

If the shoe fits, get another one just like it. 
 
A man was looking for a place to sit in a crowded universi-
ty library.  He asked a girl: “Do you mind if I sit beside 
you?”    The girl replied in a loud voice 
NO, I DON’T WANT TO SPEND THE NIGHT WITH 
YOU!” 
All the people in the library started staring at the man, who 
was deeply embarrassed and moved to another table.  After 
a couple of minutes, the girl walked quietly to the man’s 
table and said with a laugh: I study psychology, and I know 
what a man is thinking; I bet you felt embarrassed, right?” 
The man responded in a loud voice: 
“£250 FOR ONE NIGHT?.....I’M NOT PAYING THAT 
MUCH!” 
All the people in the library looked at the girl in shock. 
The man whispered to her: “I study law, and I know how to 
screw people”. 
 
A mother and baby camel are talking one day when the 
baby camel asks, "Mom why have I got these huge three 
toed feet?"   The mother replies, "Well son, when we trek 
across the desert your toes will help you to stay on top of 
the soft sand".  
"OK" said the son. A few minutes later the son asks, 
"Mom, why have I got these great long eyelashes?"  
"They are there to keep the sand out of your eyes on the 
trips through the desert", the camel mother answers.  
"Thanks Mom" replies the son. After a short while, the son 
returns and asks, "Mom, why have I got these great big 
humps on my back??"  
The mother, now a little impatient with the boy replies, 
"They are there to help us store water for our long treks 
across the desert, so we can go without drinking for long 
periods."  
"That's great mom, so we have huge feet to stop us sinking, 
and long eyelashes to keep the sand from our eyes and 
these humps to store water, but... Mom?"  
"Yes son?"  
"Why the heck are we in a zoo?" 
 
Little Johnny attended a horse auction with his father. He 
watched as his father moved from horse to horse, running 
his hands up and down the horses legs and rump, and chest.  
 After a few minutes, Johnny asked, "Dad, why are you 
doing that?"  
 His father replied, "Because when I am buying horses, I 
have to make sure that they are healthy and in good shape 
before I buy."  
 Johnny, looking worried, said, "Dad, I think the UPS guy 
wants to buy Mom." 

From Radio / TV Quiz’s 
 

Quiz master:   Name a film starring Bob Hoskins that is also the name of a famous painting by Leonardo da Vinci. 
Contestant: Who Framed Roger Rabbit? 
 

Quiz master:  Johnny Weissmuller died on this day. Which jungle-swinging character clad only in a loin cloth did he play? 
Contestant:  Jesus. 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A fart is a pleasant thing,  
It gives the belly ease,  
It warms the bed in winter,  
And suffocates the fleas.  
 
A fart can be quiet,  
A fart can be loud,  
Some leave a powerful,  
Poisonous cloud  
 
A fart can be short,  
Or a fart can be long,  
Some farts have been known  
To sound like a song......  
 
A fart can create  
A most curious medley,  
A fart can be harmless,  
Or silent, and deadly. 
 

A wealthy Arab Sheik was admitted to hospital for heart 
surgery, but prior to the surgery, the doctors needed to store 
his type of blood in case the need arose. 
As the gentleman had a rare type of blood, it couldn't be 
found locally, so, the call went out. 
Finally a Scotsman was located who had a similar blood 
type. The Scot willingly donated his blood for the Arab. 
After the surgery, the Arab sent the Scotsman in apprecia-
tion for giving his blood, a new BMW, 5 carats of dia-
monds, and $50,000 dollars. 
A couple of days later, once again, the Arab had to go 
through a corrective surgery. 
The hospital telephoned the Scotsman who was more than 
happy to donate more of his blood again. 
After the second surgery, the Arab sent the Scotsman a 
thank-you card and a box of Cadbury chocolates. 
The Scotsman was shocked that the Arab did not recipro-
cate his kind gesture as he had before. 
He phoned the Arab and asked him: "I thought you would 
be generous again, that you would give me another BMW, 
diamonds and money ... but you only gave me a thank-you 
card and a box of chocolates." 
To this the Arab replied: "Aye laddie, but I have Scottish 
blood in ma veins now". 
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Colouring picture for lazy people 

A fart might not smell,  
While others are vile,  
A fart may pass quickly,  
Or linger a while.......  
 
A fart can occur  
in a number of places,  
And leave everyone there,  
With strange looks on 
their faces .  
From wide-open prairie,  
To small elevators,  
A fart will find all of  
Us sooner or later.  
 
But farts are all bad,  
Is simply not true-  
We must never forget.......  
Sweet old farts like you! 
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Thinking about selling or letting your property? 
Looking for a new home in the local area?  Then look no further. … 

 
Kingsdon Resident Gabby Osborne is your local property  expert & the new Branch Man-
ager at Palmer Snell in  Somerton.  
 
Gabby has lived in Kingsdon for over 20 years & has been an estate agent in the local area 
for 9 years.            
 
Who better to sell your property than someone who knows the area, knows the   market & 
is passionate about the village. 

 

A.D.M. STONEMASON 
Manor Road, Kingsdon 

 
All stonework undertaken, new works and all  

repairs and re-pointing. 
 

General Building & Maintenance  works carried out 

Free Quotes / Advice contact  
Alan (37 yrs experience) 

Tel 01935 840839  /  07733590971 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fjurassicfields.com%2Fsponsors%2F&ei=_g7WVKjTA6WJ7Qb9-4GIBA&bvm=bv.85464276,d.ZGU&psig=AFQjCNGHeVZ_am_jLXzKT2Q_oUe7ETDV7A&ust=1423401079227672


Somerset County Council  Press release  -  21 January 2016 
 

Upgrade of Yeovil’s Hospital Roundabout to begin·   
 

Major work to improve the Hospital Roundabout in Yeovil is due to begin next month.  The start date of Monday 1 February 
has been confirmed as work to upgrade the nearby Horsey Roundabout nears completion. 
Both schemes are part of a £14 million programme of works by Somerset County Council to improve roads along the Eastern 
and Western Corridors of the town and were staggered to minimise disruption. 
 

The works at the Hospital Roundabout will take around 18 weeks and see dedicated left turn lanes installed on the 
Queensway, Kingston and Reckleford approaches. The width of the carriageway through the roundabout will also be reduced 
to two lanes help improve safety and prevent unnecessary delays to traffic.   Efforts have been made to keep all the major 
roads open at all times, with lane closures used instead to allow the work to be carried out safely. 
Measures will also be put in place to minimise any disruption to the emergency services, with special arrangements agreed in 
advance to help ambulances access the hospital and fire vehicles leave the fire station. 
 

Cllr David Fothergill, Somerset County Council’s Cabinet Member for Highways, said: “Many thanks to everyone for their 
patience so far. Improvements at the Horsey Roundabout have made really good progress and it’s great news that the work 
will be completed on time.   “It’s important to understand what we’re trying to achieve in Yeovil – and that is making sure 
that the town’s roads and junctions can cope with the expected levels of development in the future. 
“The next piece of the jigsaw is the Hospital Roundabout, where we’re trying to improve traffic flow and safety for road us-
ers – a goal which I’m sure we all share.   “This is another very busy junction in a very challenging location, and some delays 
will be unavoidable while work is underway.  “To keep any disruption to a minimum, we’ve planned the work without any 
road closures – but please beware of extra congestion in the area and do allow extra time for your journeys over the next few 
weeks.” 
Both of these schemes are along the Eastern Corridor of Yeovil – further major work to improve road links along the West-
ern Corridor of Yeovil is also being planned, with this due to commence later in the year. 
As well as increasing the capacity of major junctions and improving traffic flow, the Eastern and Western Corridor schemes 
are essential to support Yeovil’s economic growth and are necessary to allow major developments to go ahead, including: 
 

•More than 2,000 new homes at sites in Brimsmore, Lufton and Lyde Road 
 

•More than 20ha of employment land at Lufton and Bunford Park 
 

•Redevelopment of the town centre including the cattle market 
 

The improvements should reduce projected future peak journey times by 23% (West Coker Road to Thorne Lane) and 16% 
(Horsey Roundabout to Lyde Road) – compared to what they would be with the developments in place but without the im-
provements. 
 

Please note: Other road improvements are planned in future to the junction of Lyde Road and Sherborne Road. This is a de-
veloper-led scheme and has been on our forward programme for some time. In the absence of any confirmed start dates from 
the developer, the go ahead was given for the other schemes. When we receive confirmation from the developer of their in-
tentions we will carefully consider the availability of road space on the network and advise them accordingly to keep any 
disruption to the travelling public to a minimum. 
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New Gadget for Christmas?  

Make sure you protect it…  
Help keep your smartphone, laptop or tablet safe by downloading free 
tracking software such as www.preyproject.com which helps recover 
gadgets if they are lost or stolen. 

You can also register your new gifts for free on the Immobilise online 
database at: www.immobilise.com. Immobilise helps  police to identi-
fy the owners of recovered property and simplifies insurance claims. 

If the worst happens and you are separated from your gadget, you can 
report it as lost or as stolen by calling the general 101 police number 
or by filling in our online crime and incident form.  

 

 

 

http://www.preyproject.com
http://www.immobilise.com/
https://www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/contact-us/report-a-crime-or-incident/
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiGvoTIxbjKAhUEvBoKHZASCtUQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.extremetech.com%2Fcomputing%2F116257-the-dumbphone-strikes-back&bvm=bv.112064104,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNGKC2zilf


Alert: “Your package has been seized” Royal Mail scam emails 
 
Fraudsters are sending out virus infected emails that claim a package has been seized by HM Revenue & 
Customs upon arrival into the United Kingdom. 
 
The official looking scam emails claiming to be from Royal Mail contain a link to document which will install malicious 
software on your computer designed to steal credentials like account names, email addresses and passwords etc.  
An example email reads 
 
Title: Your parcel has been seized 
 
Royal Mail is sorry to inform you that a package addressed to you was seized by HM Revenue & Customs upon arrival into 
the United Kingdom. 
 
A close inspection deemed your items as counterfeit and the manufacturers have been notified. If your items are declared 
genuine then they will be returned back to you with the appropriate custom charges. 
 
You may have been a victim of counterfeit merchandise and the RM Group UK will notify you on how to get your money 
back. Please review the attached PDF document for more information.  
 
Document (RM7002137GB).Zip 
 
Please accept our apologies for any inconvenience this may have caused. 
 
To help the spread of the virus, the emails also says: “you will need to have access to a computer to download and open the 
Zip file”.  
 
If you receive one of these emails, do not click on any links or download any attachments and report it to us. 
 
Advice from Royal Mail on scam emails and how they contact you  
 
Royal Mail will never send an email asking for credit card numbers or other personal or confidential information. 
 
Royal Mail will never ask customers to enter information on a page that isn’t part of the Royal Mail website. 
 
Royal Mail will never include attachments unless the email was solicited by customer e.g. customer has contacted Royal 
Mail with an enquiry or has signed up for updates from Royal Mail. 
 
Royal Mail have also stressed that they do not receive a person’s email address as part of any home shopping experience. 
 
You can now also sign up for free to Action Fraud Alert to receive direct, verified, accurate information 
about scams and fraud in your area by email, recorded voice and text message. 
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http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/report_fraud
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk/support-and-prevention/sign-up-to-action-fraud-alert

