Issue No 92

30th March 2015

All Saints Church, Kingsdon
Maundy Thursday 2nd April 7.00 p.m.

United Benefice Communion

Rev Chris Hopkins

Good Friday 3rd April 2.00 p.m.

Devotional Service

Rev Adrian Hopwood

Easter Sunday 5th April 11.00 a.m.

Parish Communion

Rev Chris Hopkins

Easter Eve Saturday 4th April there will be a Benefice Service of hymns and readings at
St Michael’s Somerton led by Rev Alan Symonds with special Easter choir.

Happy 80th Birthday to Mick Conway
28th March

Elections 2015 - Thursday 7th May

Mick arrived in Kingsdon in 1965, and has been on holiday here
since. All four children , Darrell, Amanda, Samantha Matthew,
the spouses, Maria, Mike, Craig, Carolyn, Martin. Grandchildren, Gemma, Megs, Wills, Caitlyn, Dellen, great grandchildren
Ethan, Ellie, Mae, and Gracie, and Babs wish him a very happy
birthday, and are looking forward to the family fishing trip in the
summer, xx

On Thursday 7th May, elections will be taking place in
South Somerset for the Members of Parliament for the
Yeovil and Somerton & Frome constituencies. On the
same day, elections will be held for the 60 seats on
South Somerset District Council and for the 102 Town
and Parish Councils within the district.
An election for the Kingsdon Parish Council will only
be held if there are more than 7 nomination papers submitted.
Nomination papers must be delivered to the Returning
Officer, Council Offices, Brympton Way, Yeovil, Somerset BA20 2HT not later than 4pm on THURSDAY
9th APRIL 2015. This time / date is also the deadline
for withdrawals of nominations.
Publication of statement of persons nominated to be
made after 4pm on Friday 10 April

All Saints Church

Priest in Charge
Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029 (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other occasional services)
Assistant Priest
Church Warden
Mrs Bel Allan Tel. 01935 840878
Parochial Church Council
Secretary Nicholas J. Allan Tel 01935 840878
Tower Captain
Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344

Church Services for April
Sunday 5th April
11 a.m.
th
Sunday 12 April
11 a.m.
Sunday 19th April
Sunday 19th April
Sunday 26th April

11 a.m.
6 p.m.
9.30 a.m.

Treasurer Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692

Easter Day Holy Communion
Rev Chris Hopkins
Special Celebration Holy Communion at Charlton Mackrell
Rev Alan Symonds / Rev Chris Hopkins
Holy Communion
Evensong
Holy Communion

Rev Alan Symonds
Rev Chris Hopkins
Rev Adrian Hopwood

Church Rotas for April
Brass: Linda Beswick & Sheila Lord

Kingsdon Village Hall

Flowers: Norma Black & Julie Norris

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club

For all information (except bookings) contact: - David
Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. Kingsdon TA11
7LL Tel:01935 841453
For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close,
Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk

Bookings for April 2015
Short Mat Bowls Mondays 7.30pm - 9pm, Tuesdays
10am - 12noon
Table Tennis Club Tuesdays at 7.30pm (not 14th)
Art Club Thur sdays 10am - 12 (Term time)
Yeovil Dist. Canine Soc. Wednesdays & Thur sdays
at 6.30pm
Ladies Club Tuesday 14th 7pm
Practical Study Group Wednesday 15th 10am - 3pm
Private Function Saturday 18th
Seniors Club Wednesday 22nd 3pm

Kingsdon Cricket Club

The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings (apart
from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between 7.30pm and 9.30pm. If you
are interested then please contact Shirley or Martin Singleton on 841162 or
just come along.

Kingsdon Seniors Club
The Seniors Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 3pm in the
Village Hall. New members are always welcome.
For information contact Club Secretary Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close,
Kingsdon. Tel 01935 841444 email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk

Kingsdon Ladies Club
The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the
Village Hall. New members and visitors are always welcome.
For information contact Club President Lynne Davies, Holly House, Frog
Lane, Kingsdon. TA11 7LL Tel 01935 840660 or
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11 7LB
Tel 01935 840344

Chairman : Mar ilyn Elliott 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somer ton, TA11
7LW Tel 01935 841444 07990673935
Secretary: Ian Bir r ell Water smeet, Huish Episcopi, Langpor t. TA10 9HE
Tel 01458 259231
07817959709
Trustees: B. Car lisle, I. Bir r ell, J . Schofield
Captain / Treasurer: J . Schofield
Vice-Captain: P. Water s

Kingsdon Boule & Croquet Club
The club meets every Wednesday afternoon in
members’ gardens between 2 and 4 pm,
weather permitting.
Please contact Nina Carlisle on 01935840933
or email ninacarlisle@talktalk.net for details.

The Kingsdon Chronicle
The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation. Cheques payable to ‘The
Kingsdon Chronicle’ The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers. Name and address must be supplied but may
be withheld from publication on request.. The Kingsdon Chronicle reserves the right to edit items for publication.
Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views of The Kingsdon Chronicle
production team.
Editor: Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444, Mobile 07990673935,
email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com
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Kingsdon Ladies Club
The Kingsdon Ladies Club meeting was held on Tuesday 10th March in the village hall and 19 members were present. Birthday Girls were Gill Paine, Margaret Hill, Brenda Hodges and Shirley Singleton. Jenny Gamblin presented the accounts for
the year, and members of the committee were happy to continue for another year.
Jackie Ellis then introduced us to Nigel Phillips, who is a member of the Somerset Wild Life Trust and Chairman of the Marine Awareness Campaign in Somerset.
We were guided along the Coast of Somerset, (which begins at Brean Down and ends at Porlock Weir), by the most amazing
slides showing the wide diversity of wild plants and migrating birds, that visit our coast line every year. Nigel has not only
written two books on this subject, but the photographs illustrating them is his work also.
The next meeting is on Tuesday 14th April at 7.30pm in the village hall, and the speaker is Janet Seaton, and her talk is the
History of Kelways. (Blooming Kelways) New members welcome.

Telephone fraudster warning
Police have revealed more than £2m has been scammed from residents in south-west England by telephone fraudsters in the
past year. About 700 offences have been reported to police since March 2014,
Officers have warned people in the South West to be especially wary of giving out card details or handing over money.
Callers often pose as police officers or bankers to trick vulnerable people.
In total, 30 people in Dorset have lost money, although police suspect the overall number is much higher as many attempts to
defraud people go unreported.
Flyers, leaflets and social media are being used to warn residents.
Two people were arrested and released on bail on 2 March in relation to a number of alleged telephone money scams in the
Poole area.
Earlier this month, two men were jailed at Bristol Crown Court for defrauding vulnerable people in Dorset, Somerset, Devon
and Cornwall out of more than £88,000.

Mike Winsor’s pride and joy
A new venture for Mike is the restoration of his 1934 Austin Ten.

Kingsdon 100+ Club
March
Draw Winners
The Draw was made at the Lenten Lunch
on 5th March by Peter Bartin

1st No. 95
£15 Jill Waters
2nd No. 42
£10 Ann Baldwin
3rd No. 17
£5 Pam Ford
April
Draw Winners

FELIX TOKENS WILL BE COLLECTED ON THE
LAST WEEKEND IN APRIL

The Draw was made at the
Village Shop on 19th March by
David Beswick

1st No. 2
£15 Alan Carnall
2nd No. 17
£10 Pam Ford
3rd No. 19
£5 Mark Freeman
(April draw made early to accommodate
staff holidays)

Lenten Lunch

Please get

any unwanted tokens to the shop by FRIDAY 24th,
many thanks to everyone who has helped! Lynn

A big thank you to all who attended this years
Lenten Lunch. The grand total of £203 was
raised for our Church roof appeal. A very big
thank you also to all the soup makers and those
who helped on the day.
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Please note that the Good Friday walk through Kingsdon woods this
year has unfortunately been cancelled.

If you were looking forward to a Hot Cross Bun and a cup of tea, not to worry,
you are invited to Kingsdon Community Shop between 10.30 am and 12 noon
on Good Friday when Hot Cross Buns will be served with a cup of tea, for only
£1.25!
The draw for the Easter Eggs will also be made at 12
Kingsdon Community Shop Appeal
Small teapots suitable for serving 1 or 2 persons are needed for the Tea Room. If you have any that you
would like to donate to the shop we would be very pleased to hear from you.

New Volunteers Wanted
Due to some of our original volunteers moving away we are looking for new volunteers to fill some vacancies
especially on Tuesdays from 10am to 12noon & 12noon to 2pm. There are other two hour shifts needing
filling when staff go on holidays. If you would like to give it ago, please contact Rosemary on 01935 840799
or leave a message at the shop. Training will be given and we are all friendly, none of us bite!!
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Kingsdon Community Shop News
Already our opening year has come and almost gone. We have celebrated a successful time and many of you have supported
us during the first year. One of our greatest achievements has been the fact that many villagers feel that they are no longer
isolated in their homes and are made very welcome if they just wish to talk to someone or share a cup of tea and a piece of
cake with volunteer staff. You can’t do that with a Tesco delivery van! So thank you – both to our volunteer staff and our
customers for the support which has been given to the Community Shop.
We are currently making plans for future expansion - changing the layout and increasing the space we have to operate in.
We have spoken to SSDC to see what obstacles we may need to overcome. The building is Grade II listed and everything
requires us to have permissions. This takes time so don’t expect fireworks! If there is anyone out there who has experience
of completing funding applications, I’d like to hear from you.
Of course, we will need to resource funding for all of this. We are continually trying to raise money through grants but as
ever it is not easy. Most grants come with the proviso that we match fund what is given. That is, they give £1 and we match
it, and that can be difficult. We need a Fairy Godmother!!
As I have said in previous notes in the Chronicle, we will always need more volunteers. If you feel you could support us
with 2 hours a week, we would love to hear from you. For those of you who take the Western Gazette, they are running a
token scheme for businesses such as ours. The more tokens we collect, the more chance we have of winning some of the
£10,000 on offer. Cut out the tokens and give them to the shop. The tokens are printed in the Classified section.
If you are feeling poorly and want something that we sell, call us at the shop on 849503 and we will delivery.
One last item! We are once a month having a story time for children on a Saturday morning – please check board outside for
details. Patrick Leahy

The Kingsdon Inn

Kingsdon and Somerset Art Weeks

We plan to run a community arts project as part of Somerset Arts
Weeks 2015 called ‘Momentum - A Postcard to Myself’.
With Kingsdon at its centre but with an open invitation to Somerset
The Kingsdon Inn wishes to recruit a Housekeeper as a whole we will use the shop’s unused outbuildings as an exhibito work Saturdays & Sundays looking after the tion venue for our community art ...and we'd love you all to get inBed & Breakfast rooms
volved. Want to know more? Contact Lydia via Kingsdon shop and
If interested please phone the Inn on 01935 840543 watch this space for more news!

WANTED
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South Somerset District Council
Planning Applications Refused for Parish of Kingsdon
Application No: 15/00094/PAMB
Application Status: Refused
Applicant: Kingsdon Estate
Agent: Gr eenslade Taylor Hunt
Parish: Kingsdon
Ward: NORTHSTONE
Location: Bar ns At Bondip Far m, Bondip Hill, Kingsdon, Somer ton, Somer set,,
Proposal Pr ior appr oval for the change of use of agr icultur al building to a dwellinghouse (GR:351899/124394)
Application No: 15/00067/PAMB
Application Status: Refused
Applicant: Kingsdon Estate
Agent: Gr eenslade Taylor Hunt
Parish: Kingsdon
Ward: NORTHSTONE
Location: Par ker s Bar n, Par k Far m, Mill Lane, Kingsdon, Somer set,,
Proposal Pr ior appr oval for the change of use of agr icultur al building to two dwellings (GR: 351977/126612)

Can you help???
By being an: Somerset Emergency Contact
A database is being created by Somerset Local Authorities of some emergency community contacts who can be a first point
of contact if an emergency happens in our area.
We are looking for 3 volunteers who can speak to the authority on behalf of the Parish Council, community or geographical
area.
You will need to:
Liaise with councils
Liaise with local residents such as neighbourhood watch
Be able to identify vulnerable residents
Identify dangerous roads
Gather and pass information to and from the community
Access to good communications such as phones, email and internet
Be located in the parish
If you are interested please contact the clerk, Kate Hatt, or the chairperson, Angie Saunders.

MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON BI-MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON
FRIDAY 13th MARCH 2015 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.00pm
Parishioner comment time:
A.Saunders reminded us how parishioners comment time should work.
No comments on agenda items taken.
Present: Mr s. A Saunder s (Chair man); Mr . T Master s (Vice-Chairman); A. Colton, M. Clode, P. Waters (Parish Councillors); Mr. D. Ruddle (County Councillor); Mr. J. Calvert (District Councillor), Mrs. K Hatt (Parish Clerk) plus 11 parishioners.
1. Apologies: D.Mor r is
2. Declarations of Interest: T. Master s declar ed an inter est in item 4, the for mer pr imar y school spor t field.
P. Waters declared an interest in item 10, cutting of verges.
3. Minutes: The minutes having been pr eviously cir culated wer e appr oved and agr eed. The acceptance of minutes was
proposed by M. Clode, seconded A. Colton, all in favour.
Report on actions – K.Hatt wrote letter of thanks to apex. Letter to Greenslade Taylor Hunt still needs to be done – Action –
D.Morris and K.Hatt.
4. Chairman’s Report: The Local author ities civil contingency unit want to develop a database of emer gency contacts. They are asking for volunteers to act as contacts in the events of emergency. Nominated point of contact, liaison with
council and residence i.e. neighbour hood watch, know about vulnerable residents, dangerous roads, be able to communicate
easily with people in the parish. If interested in the role please contact clerk or A. Saunders. Action - Place piece in the
Chronicle –K Hatt
Outcome of Somerset library review and consultation. Full decisions is on the Somerset website. They will be engaging with
communities directly affected. Some come into force on 1st April e.g. free wifi in libraries.
A. Saunders thanked John Calvert who is retiring at the next election. We wish him well.
J. Calvert said he has enjoyed it and had an interesting time, nice to end on a success with the playing field. He then introduced David Norris who is the respective candidate in the election.
D. Ruddle - Horse Mill lane will be closed in Somerton from 26th march for 9 days. But they are trying to clear new street so
that the buses will hopefully still carry on. He is having massive difficulty with the bus 377 which comes here.
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5. Former Primary School sports field - sited at the (North West) junction of MowBarton Road and Lower Road, and diagonally opposite the Village Hall.
D. Ruddle confirmed that the county council have reduced the price of the field which is now at the level accepted by the
district council. It is now down to the legal people to work it through. This has taken a lot of work, and has not been simple.
The price is £27,500. The legal people will work on the S77. J. Calvert has had verbal confirmation that funds will be available, there is undertaking to remove the section S77, also some wording to be changed to give us more use than just sports,
also interest rate down slightly. Somerset County Council legal expenses will be approximately £1000 plus VAT.
6. Adoption of policy on public and press recording: It was pr oposed that Kingsdon Par ish Council adopts the policy
on audio/visual recording and photography at Parish Council Meetings as drawn up by the South Somerset District Council,
proposed by M. Clode, seconded by T. Masters, all in favour.
7. Parking signs at Parish recreation field:
A. Colton – met with Colin Fletcher, with A. Saunders. To discuss what kind of signs we can have to say about parking at
shop and pub. Initially the shop had said car parking would be ok, but now they have reconsidered and are unlikely to allow
anyone to park there, as it was made as a playground not car parking and cracks are emerging.
Highways are going to put directions to the shop.
We cannot stop people parking around the field as its highways.
Is it still a problem? It was last summer, when residents close-by were complaining. It’s been better recently due to winter.
Parking in pub is allowed when pub is closed.
Marilyn Elliot said she had seen sensible parking last summer. Also the parking at the shop has not gone through the committee, she still feels it would be a sensible idea to park at the shop to bring business, she is going to raise it at the next shop
committee meeting.
The shop may put a sign up inside the field to say shop for refreshments this way, need permission from the estate.
This item has now been resolved as far as we currently can.
8. Website: M.Clode – the website is up and running. People responsible for page are trained and know what they are doing.
9. Dog signs for gates: M.Clode handed out examples of dog signs. These signs be on all thr ee gates. Do we want
assistance dogs rather than guide dogs? Decided to leave as guide dogs so it doesn’t get misinterpreted. These will have
fittings to the gate. It was proposed to order the signs, by M. Clode, seconded by P. Waters, all were in favour.
10. Maintenance of Recreational Field: M.Clode – we had a quotation from Wally about the recreation field, £35 a cut.
A lot depends on how many cuts are required through the year, the weather etc. We are looking at 26-29 cuts on average a
year.
The quote for the verges, inside of the recreation field from town and country garden services, £400.
It was proposed to accept both of these quotations by M. Clode, seconded by T. Masters, all were in favour.
11. Cheque signing and financial report
11.1 Financial report by A.Saunders.
At the last meeting when the precept was agreed it should be noted that there was no increase in the general precept requirement; the extra is to repay the loan to purchase the redundant school sports field as an open space and recreation area, in perpetuity for the village
It has been recommended to the Parish Council that the precept ideally should be increased by a minimum of 5% per annum.
Balances General a/c £2900.88; Savings a/c £9435.55; Children’s fund £49.03
There are a number of cheques that have yet to be presented for payment and the balances available reflect those outstanding
The Parish Council has received the booking form for the annual inspection of the children’s playground and playground
risk assessment at a cost of £78.50 plus VAT.
M. Clode wanted to clarify what risk assessment means? Needs reviewing annually to be safe and to satisfy insurance. Will
clarify this with insurance about risk assessment part. Action – A. Saunders.
It was proposed to do what the insurance company suggest, proposed by M. Clode, seconded by A. Colton, all in favour.
(Confirmed by the Insurance Company that these inspections are required)
11.2 Cheques - paid out of Council
Kingsdon Village Hall –hire charge Sept-Dec 2014 - £41.70
Balance due for web site design £150
Cheques for approval and signing
Kate Hatt, Clerk, March payment £50
Kate Hatt April payment £50 payable after 5th April 2015
Greenslade Taylor Hunt - rent of Parish field £215
Kingsdon Chronicle - £100 donation for printing Parish Council business
All Saints Church - £500 towards churchyard maintenance for Parish Council financial year 2015-2016 payable after 5th
April 2015
Kate Hatt reimbursement for website domain renewal £14.39
It was proposed to accept these payments, by M. Clode, seconded by T. Masters, all were in favour.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 7.55 pm
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Tickets normally £10 but only £8 if bought before the end of June from Kingsdon Shop or
can be reserved by contacting Wally Elliott Tel:01935 841444
or Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com
School Children’s tickets £5
Price of ticket includes Hot dog or Burger from the BBQ during the evening
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Kingsdon Commemorates the
75th Anniversary of The Battle of Britain
Saturday 29th & Sunday 30th August 2015
Over the August bank-holiday weekend, Kingsdon will be holding a number of events in honour of those brave airman who
fought for control of our skies 75 years ago.

Events will predominantly be centred in and around the Marquee on the village field.
Our Commemoration of the Battle of Britain weekend will be opened fittingly, by the Commanding Officer of the Royal
Navy Historic Flight, Lieutenant Commander Christopher Gotke, who has been awarded the Air Force Cross following his
dramatic flying of a Sea Fury T20, this was part of an historic flight display on Air Day at R.N.A.S. Culdrose when the
plane's engine began to lose power. In a split second, Lieutenant Commander Gotke decided to fly the aircraft to safety rather than eject and abandon the machine to its fate. A very British reaction to an emergency landing of an old fighter plane.
Although it was partly damaged, the aircraft is now being repaired and will fly again "sometime next year".

Following the opening the proposed schedule of events is as follows:
During the daytime Saturday there will be a whole village fete with stalls, side shows, displays (Vintage cars and agricultural machines) A battle of Britain Cake competitions. Etc.

RED ARROWS fly pass?

We have submitted an official application to the RAF for a fly pass by the Red Arrows. We await the result of the application, so keep your fingers crossed.

Royal Navy Historic Flight Flying Club Display
We have been promised an aerial display by the flying club, weather etc permitting
Refreshments: All Day Licenced Bar, BBQ and Tea & Coffee will be available
The evenings main event will be a dance with ‘The Kingsdon Big Band’ ( Organised by Keith Thomas) supported by our
postman, Mike Francis with his ‘Nelson’s Disco’ (See page 8 for details)
On Sunday morning at about 9am there will be the Scarecrow Competition judging.
‘Songs of Praise’ at 11am (t.b.c.) in the marquee.
At 12.30p.m. a Village Picnic Lunch will be held in the Marquee on the field with musical entertainment.
The afternoons entertainment is yet to be decided. - Suggestions please.
The evenings entertainment in the marquee will be a Jazz Concert
So what else would you like to see happen over this weekend. Please let me have your ideas, write, phone or email me: Tel
01935 841444 Email wallyelliott@hotmail.com. Also let me know if you would like to help in any capacity.
There is one way residents can help, many of the musicians, who are giving their services free, will be coming from afar and
I am appealing for help with beds for the night, both Saturday and Sunday. The Kingsdon Inn is already fully booked, the
cost being met from our profits!
From April onwards Tickets for a Grand Draw will be on Sale First Prize - A Flight over South Somerset with opportunity
to take aerial photograph of winners home (20 mile radius of HMS Yeovilton) Plus many other prizes.
The Draw to be made at the Kingsdon Marquee on Saturday 29th August at 9pm
Registered under the Gambling Act 2005 with South Somerset D.C. No. 33427

Tickets available from Kingsdon Community Shop after Easter
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THE SWALLOW
by Peter Crowter

I look out from my window see a bird upon the wire,
A bird we’ve all been waiting for, that brave long-distance flier.
The time is early April and there’s no more welcome sight,
The swallow takes a well-earned rest after his lengthy flight.
He’s spent our chilly winter in a far off warmer clime,
And now he’s here we know that it will soon be summer time.
His mate will swiftly follow and they’ll find a spot that’s best,
Inside the barn upon a beam to stick their muddy nest.
They line the cup with feathers that will make it nice and warm,
And for their tiny nestlings it will make a cosy dorm.
Next she’ll lay her four white eggs with spots a rusty red,
She keeps them warm for fifteen days while hubby keeps her fed.

The babies break out from their shells so naked, small and weak,
But they are always hungry with an ever open beak.
They keep their parents busy and their feathers swiftly grow,
And less than three weeks later the are fledged and off they go.
The swallows are industrious and start a second brood,
That’s of course as long as Mrs Swallow’s in the mood.
And if she’s really willing they will have a third as well,
When it comes to parenthood these swallows do excel.
Although these charming birds work hard they do find time to play,
They meet on summer evenings for an aerial soiree.
They gather high up in the sky to party when it’s fine,
To twitter to each other and on flying insects dine.

Then one day in the autumn just like clothes pegs on a line,
We see them all together and we know that is a sign,
They’re planning soon to leave us because winter’s getting near,
We’re going to miss those swallows we won’t see them till next year.

KINGSDON ALLOTMENTS
Tenancies are having a good take-up this year with keen gardeners looking forward to a good season. However there is a
problem with the disposal of garden waste and soil/ash deposited on the bonfire. Many days have been spent moving the
huge bonfire to a new site in order for it to dry out and burn up. Having finally got it to burn, a large pile of soil and ash,
about a ton is left behind, which has to be removed.
It is suggested that since this ash and soil is good for the garden, people help themselves to a couple of wheelbarrow loads
for their own use on gardens, or raised beds etc.
Although a communal bonfire is convenient we will have to consider each plot having its own bonfire if we are to avoid the
fore mentioned situation recurring.
Only flammable material should be put on the bonfire.

Tony Masters
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Kingsdon Cricket Club
Draft Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at The Kingsdon Inn on Sunday 22nd March 2015
1. Present: Mar ilyn Elliott, Ian Bir r ell, J ames Schofield, Andy Dale, Adam Allies, Phil Water s, Mar k Bastin,
John Russon, Len Hampson, Ben Chislett & Wally Elliott.
2.

Apologies: Glenn Allison, Kar l Mor gan, Ben Car lisle, J er r y Phillips, Simon Rumbles, Ryan Water s

3.

Minutes of previous AGM: The minutes wer e agr eed and signed, ther e wer e no matter s ar ising.

4. Accounts: The accounts for 2014 wer e pr esented to the meeting. J ames Schofield highlighted the r eduction in
Subs and fund raising.
5. Election of Officers: - Chairman - Marilyn Elliott, proposed by James Schofield seconded by Ian Birrell.
Secretary - Ian Birrell, proposed by John Russon, seconded by Len Hampson. Fixtures Secretary - Mar ilyn Elliott, pr oposed by James Scxhofield, seconded by Mark Bastin. Captain - J ames Schofield, pr oposed by Andy Dale, seconded by
Len Hampson. Vice-Captain - Phil Waters, proposed by John Russon, seconded by Mark Bastin.. Treasurer - James
Schofield with book keeping by Wally Elliott - Proposed by Ian Birrell seconded by John Russon.
Suggested by Ian Birrell that Sean Dromgoole be asked to take on Social Secretary. M.E. to make request to Sean.
6. Annual Subscriptions / Match Fees: After much discussion it was pr oposed by J .S. and seconded by Len
Hampson and unanimously agreed to increase the annual subscriptions to £150 or £100 plus £5 match fee - Players to
notify Marilyn of their choice and method of payment.
7. Insurance: Ian Bir r ell had been in contact with Higos Insur ance over their quote for this coming year of £800.
He was told that the quote was consummate with the build of the pavilion. Ian said that Ben Carlisle wished to point out
that in his opinion we are under insured. After a prolonged discussion it was proposed by J. Schofield and seconded by L.
Hampson and unanimously agreed to take the recommended quotation of Owzat Cricket Club scheme underwritten by
Aviva at a total cost of £800 as we could not afford a greater premium.
8.

Fund Raising: Items for the r affle also wanted. A r affle to be held at the Cowboys fixtur e.

9. Pitch Preparation: I. Bir r ell said that Ben Car lisle was happy to car r y on with the pitch pr epar ation but will
need someone to help when he is away. Ian Birrell will take on this role in his absence.
10.

Fixtures:

With 3 visiting teams and our Families Day has r esulted in 12 Home matches and only 7 Away

12.

Practice:

Pr actice nights will commence on Fr iday 10th Apr il weather per mitting.

2015

Kingsdon CC Fixtures 2015
Day
Opposition

Venue

26/04/2015
03/05/2015
10/05/2015
17/05/2015

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

Long Sutton
Queen Camel
Dinder (2pm)
Witham Friary

Away
Home
Away
Home

24/05/2015
31/05/2015
07/06/2015
14/06/2015
21/06/2015
28/06/2014
05/07/2015
11/07/2015
19/07/2015
26/07/2015
02/08/2015

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Saturday
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday

Game Bird Inns
Wookey
Queen Camel
Families Day
Ditcheat
Witham Friary
Wookey
CVCC
Dinder (2pm)
Wells Swans
Crewkerne

Home
Home
Away
Home
Home
Away
Away
Home
Home
Home
Away

09/08/2015
16/08/2015
23/08/2015
31/08/2015
06/09/2015

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Monday
Sunday

Old Bedfordians

Home

Cowboys
Crewkerne (2pm)

Home
Home

13/09/2015

Sunday

Wells Swans (1.30pm)

Away
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Collection Dates
for Kingsdon in April

Thinking about selling or letting
your property?
Looking for a new home in the local area?
Then look no further. …

Wheelie Bins

Wednesday 8th and Tuesday 21st

Kingsdon Resident Gabby Osborne is your
local property expert & the new Branch
Manager at Palmer Snell in Somerton.

Recycling

Wednesday 8th then every Tuesday

Gabby has lived in Kingsdon for over 20 years
& has been an estate agent in the local area for 9 years.
Who better to sell your property than someone who knows the area,
knows the market & is passionate about the village.

Green Bins

Tuesdays 14th & 28th

Reliable and trustworthy babysitter in
Kingsdon
I have experience of looking after children of all ages and have
an up to date CRB check. I would love to come and meet you
and your family prior to babysitting so that you can get to know
me and discuss any routines. Please call, text or email Kelly
Osborne to enquire 07921 161088 kellyosborne@hotmail.co.uk
£7 per hour, references upon request.

TakeArt Events
For many years Martin & Shirley Singleton organised TakeArt events in our village hall. The time came to “pass the baton”
to others for these subsidised rural entertainments, so Richard & Julie South, assisted by Brian & Gill Paine, volunteered to
continue accessing these opportunities. The objective of staging the TakeArt events are threefold:
A village community event that is different and attractively priced.
To make a financial contribution to the village hall funds.
Take advantage of musical and drama acts specifically subsidised by the Arts Council & SSDC for rural communities.
We have now facilitated four events but each one of them has been an “act of faith” in two respects. Firstly whilst receiving
from TakeArt an annual programme and briefing on musical and drama entertainment acts, the bookings are otherwise made
“blind” having not heard or seen a performance.
Secondly every time an event is staged in the village, despite good local marketing, ticket sales are worryingly slow, such
that a week before any event there is a debate about whether it should be cancelled. (We never have, however, always trusting the good folk of Kingsdon to support any village venture, but filling the hall has been partly due to ticket sales to people
from the surrounding area).
The most recent TakeArt event “the bluebirds” on Friday 6th March, whilst appealing to some people was not to the taste of
others. We have complained to TakeArt that neither the briefing nor information given to us was satisfactory, indeed completely misleading. In reality it was not a cabaret but a modern comic opera.
Nevertheless we all think it worthwhile to continue to take full advantage of the TakeArt offerings as there have been many
good and enjoyable evenings in the past (e.g. Moscow Drug Club). To ensure the selection of entertainments for autumn
2015/spring 2016 meet with a degree of consensus on likely audience appeal we will undertake a small consultation with
some of the regular attendees. We shall know more about future events following a meeting with TakeArt in late April.

Richard & Julie South; Brian & Gill Paine
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Teacher: "Where do you see yourself in five years?"
Johnnie: "I don't know, I don't have 2020 vision."
Q: What do you call a line of rabbits walking backwards?
A: A receding hairline!
Q: Which spice is the worst at keeping secrets?
A: Only thyme will tell.

A Facebook friend of mine posted a video of her enfant son
with the caption, “Future Footballer”
I watched it expecting to see the little lad kicking a ball
around, but he just fell over and started screaming.
Teacher: “ Ok children, what does the chicken give us?”
Little Mary: “Eggs”
Teacher: “Very good! Now what does the pig give us?”
Little Percy: “Bacon!”
Teacher: “Great! And what does the fat cow give us?”
Little Johnnie: “Homework!”
A small piece of rope climbed onto a barstool.
The bartender said he did not serve rope in his bar, and tossed it out
to the street.
The rope asked a passerby to tie him into a knot, and then ruffle
both ends.
The rope went back into the bar, the bartender looked down at him
and said, "Hey aren’t you that same piece of rope I just tossed out?"
The rope responded: "No sir, I am a frayed knot.”
I have a fear of speedbumps……...But I'm slowly getting over it.
RIP boiling water………..You will be mist.
Did you hear about the calendar thief?
He got 12 months; they say his days are numbered!
Two rather old retired racehorses are in a bar getting totally drunk.
After about two hours the first racehorse says "You know.... when I
was a young racehorse...from one hundred starts, I won (hic) 90
races, got 5 seconds and 5 thirds.... I am without doubt the greatest
racehorse that ever lived....blah blah blah..."
In response to this and approximately a half an hour later the second racehorse responded, "Oh yeah...when I was a young racehorse...from one hundred starts, I won (hic) 95 races, got 2 seconds
and 3 thirds.... I am the greatest racehorse that ever lived.... blah
blah blah..."
Now it was about this time that the bartender (a greyhound) decided that they were drunk enough so he said, "I am sick of you two
telling one another how great you are, you are both drunk and I am
throwing you out of the bar, but before I do I want to let you know
that when I was a young greyhound, from one hundred starts, I won
100 races, no seconds and no thirds."
The two racehorses were shocked and for 5 minutes sat with their
mouths open until the first racehorse finally said, "Isn't that amazing (hic)...a talking greyhound!"

A Spanish teacher was explaining to her class that in
Spanish, unlike English, nouns are designated as either
masculine or feminine.
"House" for instance, is feminine: "la casa."
"Pencil," however, is masculine: "el lapiz."
A student asked, "What gender is 'computer'?"
Instead of giving the answer, the teacher split the class
into two groups, male and female, and asked them to decide for themselves whether "computer" should be a masculine or a feminine noun. Each group was asked to give
four reasons for its recommendation.
The men's group decided that "computer" should definitely be of the feminine gender ("la computadora") because:
1. No one but their creator understands their internal logic.
2. The native language they use to communicate with
other computers is incomprehensible to everyone else.
3. Even the smallest mistakes are stored in long term
memory for possible later retrieval; and
4. As soon as you make a commitment to one, you find
yourself spending half your paycheck on accessories for
it.
The women's group, however, concluded that computers
should be masculine ("el computador") because:
1. In order to do anything with them, you have to turn
them on.
2. They have a lot of data but still can't think for themselves.
3. They are supposed to help you solve problems, but
half the time, they ARE the problem; and
4. As soon as you commit to one, you realize that if you
had waited a little longer, you could have gotten a better
model.

A Depressed Frog, hoping for good news goes to meet with a fortune teller.
The fortune teller closes her eyes, makes some strange sounds, and
finally says, "You will meet a beautiful young girl that will want to
know everything about you"
The frog gets excited and says, "Wow! When will I meet her? At a
party?"
"No," replied the fortune teller, "in her biology class."
Q: What’s the best part about living in Switzerland?
A: Not sure, but the flag is a big plus.
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Buses of Somerset announces changes to services in Taunton area
Service 54, Taunton–Yeovil: Revised timetable from Monday to Saturday and some departure times will change. Short

journeys operating between Musgrove Park Hospital and Somerton will be withdrawn. The service will still run hourly between Musgrove and Yeovil via Somerton. The Sunday and public holiday services are also being withdrawn.

News from Charlton Mackrell School
'Friends of Charlton Mackrell School Jumble Sale'.
ADVANCE NOTICE
The Jumble Sale is on Saturday, 9th May 2 - 4pm at the Charltons’ Community Hall. 50p entrance fee. Refreshments and
raffle. Items can be dropped off at school on Friday 8th May or at the Community Hall between 5pm - 7pm and Saturday
9th 10 - 11 am. All donations gratefully received. All proceeds to 'Friends of Charlton Mackrell School'.
No electricals please.
Thank you!

Debbie Carrick, Laura Smith and Sarah

Wild Woodland Wednesdays!
Wednesdays 15th, 22nd, 29th April and 6th, 13th, 20th May Timings: 4-6pm
A six week programme of forest-school-style sessions for 8-11 year olds: Join us every Wednesday for lots of outdoor fun in
Carymoor’s woods and wider nature reserve, all supervised by our Education Officers (including a Level 3 Forest School
Leader). Activities will include a mixture of natural crafts, den-building, wildlife discovery, trails, games, simple campfire
cooking, and more!
Charge: £35 for 6 sessions, including a drink and snack each week.
To make this an extra-special experience we are limiting numbers to a maximum of 12 children, meaning Booking is
essential: please call 01963 351350 or e-mail education@carymoor.org.uk

During the holidays…SPECIAL GOOD FRIDAY WALK 3 APRIL

organised by Mrs Denise Simpson in aid of Children’s Hospice South West and our school’s Brymer Trust. Please see posters
and/contact 01458 23924 if you fancy taking part for these great causes. Starts 10.00 am at the Fox & Hounds, Charlton Adam.

OUT AND ABOUT… Terrific Tracks and Trails – Carymoor’s Family Fun Event
Learn how to identify tracks and trails left by creatures at Carymoor
Wed 8th Apr: 10 – 12noon or 2 – 4pm To book your place: 01963 351350 or email info@car ymoor .or g.uk
£12 per family (up to 4 people inc 1 adult) £3 per extra participant
Activities:
Be a wildlife detective
Follow our ‘tracks of the past’ trail
Make a footprint plaster cast
Fun handprint crafts and loads more!

Future Field Naturalists Club

Are you between 8 – 12 yrs old? Wild about nature? Wanna be the next Spring Watch presenter?
Then Come along for fun, hands-on, wildlife monitoring and practical conservation activities.
Camouflage: Fri 10th Apr 2 – 4pm £6 per child
To book your place: 01963 351350 or email julia.percy@carymoor.org.uk

GOVERNORS NEWSLETTER
Charlton Mackrell Church of England Primary School

JOINING TWO COMMUNITIES THROUGH OUR SCHOOL
ALTHOUGH it seems ages, it was actually only four years ago that Kingsdon was moved into the Charlton Mackrell School
catchment area with the closure of its own primary school. At the time the villagers of Kingsdon were sad at the loss of their
school and concerned about how the children would cope with the move to Charlton. They should not have been worried as
the school, its children and parents
welcomed them with open arms. Something that meant a lot to all of us.
One of the areas that OFSTED considered at the time was how a school fits in to its local community. It was therefore a challenge for the school not only to accommodate a sudden increase in its numbers but also its catchment area. There were several ways the school and governing body addressed this. One was to invite the Kingsdon parents to apply to be an associate
governor. Jayne Bartin and I became governors in this way. We were pleased to help the school ensure that the Kingsdon
children fitted in but now we have moved on from that role and the emphasis has been on ensuring the school has a presence
in Kingsdon.
As Governors we worked with the Kingsdon community to overturn the decision about school transport so that there is now
a free school bus. Notices about the school appear regularly in the Kingsdon Chronicle and the village shop. Last summer as
part of the Brymer fundraising event we teamed up with the Kingsdon community shop to hold our open air concert with
cream teas and craft stalls.
Continued on page 15
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Continued from page 14
It was lovely to see the event well represented by the Charlton Mackrell children and parents as well as many of the residents
of Kingsdon. The orchestra and choir gave an amazing performance, raising over £500 and the villagers were suitably impressed unanimously agreeing that we should do it again.
So we hope that in the coming years there will be more events that encourage the two villages to work together. After all we
are united by our children and that is a pretty good reason to join forces.

Jo Nicholl, Kingsdon Liaison Governor

Out of the Classroom ~ An Appreciation
THE FINANCES, curriculum and, importantly, the welfare of the children are all superb at Charlton Mackrell Primary
School, but what makes it truly exceptional are the extracurricular activities and the commitment of all members of the
School community. All pupils at the School have the opportunities to benefit from full and rounded life experiences and the
governors really appreciate hard work put in by people involved in the life of the School.
OFSTED’s ever changing emphases had “Community Cohesion” as a major criterion for its judgement of a school. It isn’t a
separate criterion now, but it inevitably affects the spirit in the School and its regard in the locality.
The range of involvement by people in extra activities which enhance the curriculum is amazing, humbling and a source of
great pride for governors. The danger of presenting a list for anything is that there will be omissions, especially in this case as
there are so many possible examples. The pupils have so many opportunities to become involved in activities outside the
curriculum and are encouraged to make the most of them. Jenn Botterill has engendered enthusiasm and confidence in the
children to take on musical challenges, both singing and instrumental. She had the vision and support to organise a school
choir to participate in a national children’s choir at the O2 Arena. We also had an adult choir of staff and governors taking
part in the Carol Service. The children are regularly entertained and educated by volunteer adults from the community performing “Open the Book” in the church.
The pupils regularly perform in pantomimes and the summer production with CHADS. The school staff spends a great deal
of time rehearsing the children in their dances songs and acting. Those of you who saw this year’s panto will agree the
standard of the children’s singing dancing and acting was outstanding. The range of sporting activities and level of success is
wonderful for a small primary school
The parents and friends of the school with others, have worked extremely hard raising funding for the Brymer Room. The
Black and White Ball was a superbly high standard of dinner dance – equal to and better than any professionally organised
similar event, to which I’ve ever been. This is just one of the contributions undertaken by The Parents and Friends for the
good of the school. The staff at school both teaching and non-teaching, give excellent support which enables pupils to have
experiences outside the classroom. None of the above could happen without the enthusiasm and philosophy of the Head,
Gilly Kempton. Yes I’m proud and lucky to be a governor at Charlton Mackrell Primary school Kevin Moore

Rev. Alan Symonds
I am an ex-officio governor of Charlton Mackrell Church of England School, the ex-officio bit relates to the trust deed for the
school which dates back to 1853. In that year Frances Dickinson, who owned the land, gave it to the Minister and Churchwardens of the Parish, and their successors to establish a School which among other things was to be “for the education of
the poor in the principles of the established Church”. That isnwhy we have “Church of England” as part of our name, and one
of the jobs of the Vicars in the Charltons ever since has been to support the school and to help it do that task but also look
after the education of the children of the village generally, usually by being the ex-officio governor. I first became a school
governor in 1999 when I became Vicar of two villages south of Wincanton with similar trust deeds for their schools. I was
governor of the two schools until 2006 when I moved here. Now I had a number of schools to look after and was not initially
able to take up the post of governor for Charlton Mackrell but am pleased now to have the role. Although not always as a
governor, I have been fully involved in this school from the time I came, leading worship, providing pastoral support, encouraging those who were governors, and as chairman and treasurer of the Archdeacon Brymer trust, helping to provide
grants for music tuition in the school.
Now however it is my delight to be even more involved in such a wonderful school with such talented pupils and I see my
role as one of supporting and encouraging the school to achieve high standards for the education of the children of our area
but also for their personal development. I am particularly tasked of course with keeping an eye on the Christian ethos in the
school, the teaching of religious education, and our collective worship, but in actual fact as this permeates everything the
school does; in practice I can be involved in most things. The Christian ethos is I think, about the ways in which we all relate
to each other and I am delighted to see the way that all members of the school – staff, pupils, governors, and parents – are
encouraged to respect and value each other. One of the strengths of small village schools is the development of the children’s
maturity and confidence in their own abilities. Our school has a different atmosphere from some large schools, and the pupils
and staff work closely together to achieve results and I think we produce happy confident learners. This shows particularly
through our music when our ambassadors; the choir or the orchestra and so on, go out in the name of the school and do so
well that they earn compliments from others. I think we can be justifiably proud of our school and I am fully committed to
remaining as ex-officio governor for as long as I am in post here.

WHO ARE THE CHARLTON MACKRELL SCHOOL GOVERNORS?
Staff Governors: Gilly Kempton and Maddie Carter-Rice. Parent Governors: Jayne Bartin, Keith O’Boyle, Jo Nicholl.
Co-opted Governors: Terrie Elliss and Chris Race. Foundation Governors: Kevin Moore and Rev. Alan Symonds.
Local Authority Governor: Celia Mycock. The governors are supported by our Clerk, Anne Adams.
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A.D.M. STONEMASON
Manor Road, Kingsdon

All stonework undertaken, new works and all
repairs and re-pointing.
General Building & Maintenance
works carried out
Free Quotes / Advice contact
Alan (37 yrs experience)
Tel 01935 840839 / 07733590971
Advertising in the Kingsdon Chronicle

All Building & Maintenance work undertaken:







For a

Extensions
Conversions
Refurbishments
Landscaping
Property Maintenance
General Home Improvement

FREE Quote Call:
Jonathan Chorley-Lugg on 07973 200 009
or call at Kingsdon House, Kingsdon.

As from 1st January all business adverts measuring
3” x 3” will be charged at £30 per annum. Larger
sizes will be charged proportionately. Personal advertising will remain free. Please contact Wally for
information and to advertise. Tel 01935 841444
Email wallyelliott@hotmail.com

Babysitter - Kate Wright
Kate lives in Kingsdon. She is available most nights.
Her contact no is 07530215236

Looking for a window cleaner?
Kingsdon Village Community Shop committee would like to
thank Dan and co from Dan’s Window Cleaners for doing
such an excellent job of cleaning out the gutters of the old primary school. Dan's window cleaning also comes highly
recommended. If you would like to be added to their Kingsdon
round, call 0757 8787456.
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Spring Clean those rooms & sheds
and bring your unwanted items
along to sell on the playground
between

12 noon and 4pm
Saturday 16th May
Only £5 a spot
Cream teas available to help the day
swing along.
Please contact Rosemary to book a table on
01935 840799 or at the shop most days. Leave your
number and she will call you back.
Cars to unload and be set up by 12 noon then please
park off the playground. Parking at Village Hall
Car Park will be available.
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