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Capt. Jim Masters MBE 
 

A small part in the life of this amazing man. 
 

Jim spent his youth swimming, building rafts and narrowly escaping drowning on several occasions. He joined the army in 
1943 at the tender age of 14 and rose up the ranks to become Captain. He served for 32 years as a Sapper, which is where he 
learnt about all matters relating to water. At one stage he served with John Blashford-Snell and with his combat engineer ex-
perience, found himself stretched to the limit in keeping him from blowing himself up with his homemade explosive devices. 
Together they founded the Scientific Exploration Society and embarked on several escapades along the Blue Nile. Returning 
from a stint in the Congo, Jim became involved in running various youth ventures, including Operation Drake, Raleigh and 
the Fairbridge, earning him an MBE for his ‘services to youth’. 

 

Ebola 
The news of another outbreak of the deadly Ebola fever in West Africa, awak-
ened memories for Jim of  his involvement in the investigation of the original 
outbreak in 1976.  At the time  he was working in Zaire  organising the distri-
bution of medical supplies to the interior to ensure that they were reaching 
those in need.  He had been recruited by Dr. Bill Close, the President’s doctor, 
to tackle quite a challenge.  Jim’s recruitment had happened when the Zaire 
River Expedition was about to leave the country for the UK. 
He returned with family and quickly started to tackle the most challenging task 
he had ever faced.  It grew day by day and required him to travel thousands of 
miles visiting all of the regions of the huge country.  Over a period Jim opened 
medical depots in each region and set up a system which seemed to work. 
One day he was sent for to be told that a deadly fever was killing hundreds of 
people in Equateur Province and was concentrated near a river called Ebola.  
The sick were going to a Catholic Mission hospital hoping to get help.  Sadly at 
that stage little could be done as the fever had no history. 
They quickly got a team of researchers to travel from Atlanta, Georgia to inves-

tigate.  His task was to get them to the site by plane and helicopter, keep them supplied with whatever they needed, and to 
collect medical samples which had to be flown to the USA for further studies. 
Jim  had to evacuate one of the team to South Africa because it was thought he might have contracted the fever.  Jim de-
scribes it as a  challenging time of his life but a fascinating end to something started by taking a part in a Scientific Explora-
tion Society Project.  
 

Patron of ‘Just a Drop’ 
Just a Drop is an international water aid charity, which was set up in 1998.  Just a Drop’s patrons consist of public figures 
and celebrities who donate their time and lend their profile to help the charity spread awareness and understanding of the 
cause. They are crucial in helping ‘Just a Drop’ to secure publicity and grow support.  
 

Help from ‘Just A Drop’ was much needed in Haiti  following an earthquake in 2010 and a Hurricane in 2008.  Thanks to 
Jim bringing ‘Just a Drop’ to the attention of Kingsdon Residents at this time, the Kingsdon Lenten Lunch raised £240 and a 
Quiz in the Village Hall raised £565 during 2010 for the ‘Just a Drop Haiti appeal’. 

Presentation to Tony Masters 
 

I was privileged and proud to attend the Somerset County Council’s 
Chairman’s Award for Community Service with Vice Chairman of the 
Parish Council Tony Masters and his wife Thelma. 
The photo shows Tony with SCC Chairman David Fothergill with the 
framed certificate being presented. 
The citation for the award to Tony reads:-  Tony Masters has served the 
community of Kingsdon as Chairman of the Parish Council for almost 
40 years. During this time he has devoted so much of his time to serv-
ing the community in an unpaid role. 
 

Each and every year he has been voted for by all the Councillors to re-
main as Chairman which shows the enormous amount of confidence 
and trust in his ability. In addition, he has carried out several jobs 
around the Parish- many unknown to either parish or the village and all 
unsung. Tony is very supportive of village life and he has commanded 
respect both from Councillors and parishioners alike for the extraordi-
nary length of service, we believe he deserves this community award. 
 

Angela Saunders, Chairman Kingsdon Parish Council 
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The Kingsdon Chronicle 
 

The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation.  Cheques payable to ‘The 
Kingsdon Chronicle’   The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers.  Name and address must be supplied but may 
be withheld from publication on request..  The Kingsdon Chronicle reserves the right to edit items for publication. 
Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views of The Kingsdon Chronicle      
production  team. 
Editor:  Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW  Tel 01935 841444,  Mobile 07990673935,                                              
email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com    
  Please Note -   The next issue of the Chronicle will be delivered at the end of November    
                           The Christmas Issue of the Chronicle will be delivered about 23rd December 

All Saints Church 
Priest in Charge  
Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029  (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other occasional services) 
Assistant Priest                                                           
Revd Wendy Griffith  Tel 01458 224087                   
Church Warden 
Mrs Bel Allan  Tel. 01935 840878 
Parochial Church Council  
Secretary  Nicholas J. Allan  Tel 01935 840878       Treasurer Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692 
Tower Captain   
Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344 
 

Church Services for  November 

 

 
 
 

Kingsdon Village Hall 
 

For all information  (except bookings)  contact: -    David 
Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. Kingsdon TA11 
7LL    Tel:01935 841453 
 

For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, 
Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444                                                     
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Bookings for November 2014 
 Short Mat Bowls   Mondays 7.30pm - 9pm, Tuesdays 
10am - 12noon 
 

Keep Fit   Tuesdays & Fridays   6pm - 7pm           
 

Table Tennis Club Tuesdays at 7.30pm  (not 11th) 
 

Art Club   Thursdays 10am - 12 (Term time)  
 

Yeovil District Canine Soc. Wednesdays at 7pm  
 

Ladies Club  Tuesday 11th 7pm 
 

Kingsdon Parish Council Meeting  Fr iday 14th 
 

Church Bazaar  Saturday  15th a.m. 
 

Take Art  Saturday 15th p.m. 
 

Practical Study Group   Wednesday 19th 10am - 3pm 
 

Kingsdon Seniors Club  Wednesday 26th 

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club  
 

The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings (apart 
from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between 7.30pm and 9.30pm.  If you 
are interested then please contact Shirley or Martin Singleton on 841162 or 
just come along. 

Kingsdon Seniors Club 
 

The Seniors Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 3pm in the 
Village Hall.  New members are always welcome. 
For information contact Club Secretary  Marilyn Elliott,  4 Manor Close, 

Kingsdon. Tel 01935 841444    email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

Kingsdon Ladies Club 
 

The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the 
Village Hall.  New members and visitors are always welcome. 
For information contact Club President Lynne Davies, Holly House, Frog 
Lane, Kingsdon. TA11 7LL  Tel 01935 840660 or 
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11 7LB  

Tel 01935 840344 

 Church Rotas for 
 November 

 

Brass: Freda Curtis         Flowers: Jane Mackwood 

Kingsdon Boule & Croquet Club 
 

The club meets every Wednesday afternoon in members’ gardens between  
2 and 4 pm,  weather permitting. 

  

Please contact Nina Carlisle on 01935840933                                                    
or email ninacarlisle@talktalk.net  for details. 

              Kingsdon Keep Fit Club 
 

The Keep Fit Club meets every Tuesday & Friday at 6pm till 7pm in the 
Village Hall.  New members are welcome, just come along or phone the  
organiser,  Lieth  Purdy on 07791743821 for more information 

Sunday 2nd November      10 a.m.             All Saints Kingsdon Patronal - Holy Communion  Rev Alan Symonds  
                                                                                                                                                                          /  Jenny Gollop 
  

Sunday 9th November       10.55 a.m.        Remembrance Sunday Service            Rev Adrian Hopwood 
  

Sunday 16th November     11 a.m.             Holy Communion                                  Rev Wendy Griffith 
  

Sunday 23rd November      9.30 a.m.         Holy Communion                                  Rev Alan Symonds 

Kingsdon Cricket Club 
 

Chairman : Marilyn Elliott   4 Manor  Close, Kingsdon, 
Somerton, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444   07990673935 
Secretary:  Ian Bir rell   Watersmeet, Huish Episcopi, 
Langport. TA10 9HE  Tel 01458 259231      07817959709 
Trustees: B. Car lisle, I. Bir rell, J . Schofield  
Captain / Treasurer: J . Schofield 
Vice-Captain: P. Waters 



VISION AID OVERSEAS 
 

Just back from another successful assignment to Zambia for Vision Aid Overseas. Our small team of four Optometrists spent 
two weeks delivering the final part of a six week refraction training programme for 19 Ophthalmic Nurses and Ophthalmic 
Clinical Officers in Ndola, the capitol of the Copperbelt region. We spent six days in the classroom and four days on Out-
reach, examining schoolchildren and the local population in rural areas giving the trainees a valuable opportunity to improve 
their practical skills. 

 

One of the schools we visited was a 
‘supported school’ where most chil-
dren came from very underprivileged 
families or were orphans. I had been 
asked by the Kingsdon Knitting 
Klub if I could make use of some 
lovely knitted teddybears and this 
seemed a suitable home for some of 
them. The Headmaster was delighted 
and felt they would be ideal compan-
ions for some of his pupils in need of 
comfort. I was even more convinced 
they had found a good home when I 
learned that the Headmaster’s name 
was Teddy Kasongo! 
 

The ‘Spectacular Quiz’ raised £622 
pounds for VAO and was won by the 
Quinlan Family who generously do-
nated the prize money to VAO. The 
answers are on the notice board in 
the village shop. 
  

In total, thanks to your generous sup-
port of my fundraising activities and that of my work clients and colleagues, we raised £2,687 pounds this year.  
 

THANK YOU   
 

Nina Carlisle                                           
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COMMUNITY SHOP UPDATE 
 

It is amazing to think that it is only 8 months on 8th November that the shop opened.  Since then many new friendships have 
been forged amongst our volunteer staff and much has been achieved in the shop.  It all just gets better as we move along.  
The really good news for the committee is that this month we will get the 25 year lease signed, sealed and delivered to us 
after a lot of negotiations.  Nothing good ever comes easily!! 
 

With a great staff and the lease in place we must plan ahead for the future.  To help us in this, it will mean that we have to 
have as many volunteers to support the shop opening hours as is possible.  We always need to cover holidays and unexpected 
family crises etc.  If you would like to be part of this experience to help us, please contact Wally.  It is an excellent way to 
get to know your neighbours! 
 

To assist the shop even more we would like to run special events at the shop – tastings, Christmas events etc. and we are al-
ready planning an art event for this time next year.  We also need an ideas person – a special events co-ordinator.  Could you 
be that person for all the good ideas.  Something that will encompass and maintain the word “community” where it belongs.  
Perhaps at this appropriate time of the year it is time to quote Lord Kitchener from the 1914-18 World War Recruitment 
Poster – YOUR COMMUNITY NEEDS YOU. 
 

With reference to Christmas, we are planning to sell gift hampers which will be available from mid-November, and they will 
cost only £29.50.  They will be popular so if you would like to give your friends something of local produce, we will be your 
one stop shop!!  We will also have appropriate events in the weeks leading to Christmas.  Keep your eyes on our display 
boards outside the shop. 
 

If anyone would like to assist us further – we are repainting the chairs in the tea room area to match the dresser.  They will 
need to be prepared before being painted.  If you would like to assist then please call Babs Conway on 841811 or Lydia 
Furzey on 841684  The more help the quicker the job is done!! 
 

Finally, we invite you to buy our shares at £2 each.  Share application forms are available at the shop.  Every £2 share goes 
to funding the future of the enterprise and the more we sell, the stronger we become.  You can buy as many as you want.  If 
you have a spare £20,000 you know where we are!!! 

Kingsdon Harvest Supper 
 

"Many thanks to all those that attended the Harvest Supper at the Village Hall on Sunday 12th October and who participated 
in the auction of produce. Due to your generosity we were able to make a donation of £78.00 to the Christian Aid  Iraq Crisis 
Appeal on behalf of the villagers of Kingsdon."       Alan Carnall     Treasurer, Kingsdon Parochial Church Council  
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Saturday 15th November 

11am to 1pm 

Kingsdon Village Hall 
 

Bacon Butties served                   

11.15am to 12.45pm 

With Tea, Coffee & Squash 
 

Stalls 
 

Bottles  -  Shirley & Martin  
Raffle  -  Marilyn & Wally 

Gifts  -  Gill & Brian  
Childrens Stall  -  The Freeman Family 

New & Nearly New  -  Bel & Isobel  

Cakes, Pastries & Nibbles  -  Norma & Freda 
Plus Treasure Map, Guess the weight of the cake 

Face Painting 
 

 Contributions to any of the stall                                                 
will be most welcome 

 

Tel: Bel Allan 840878   or Norma 840727 
 

Please do support this Village Event 
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Anyone for Croquet? 
 

Who said croquet was a fair weather sport! 

Sally & Leslie from the croquet team on Sally's lawn in 
the miserable wet weather we've had.                          

Pure dedication!!! 

Christmas Greetings in the Kingsdon Chronicle 
 

As in previous years you are invited to save money, time and effort as well as helping the environment by not sending Christ-
mas Cards to your friends and neighbours in Kingsdon. Instead you can place a Christmas Greeting in the Chronicle.   You 
can write your own message and even add your own design or we can do all that for you.  Many Kingsdon residents who use 
this service  have given a donation to a charity of their choice. 
 

If you wish to place a greeting please contact Wally - Tel 01935 841444  or email wallyelliott@hotmail.com 
 
Did you know you can buy Médecins Sans Frontières / Doctors Without Borders MSF Christmas cards (for  those 
friends & family the Chronicle cannot reach)  It is a great way to help the fight against Ebola  
 

Sending seasonal cards to friends and family is a great way to support their emergency medical work while also 
spreading the word about MSF.      Just go to: http://www.msf.org.uk/buy-seasonal-cards-msf 
 

I've bought some and they're very nice! A good way to spread the word (they must be the largest and most important charity 
that so many people have never heard of)? 

Kingsdon Village Seniors Club 
 

The meeting on 22nd October had a talk by Living History Presenter Kay Wych, entitled “How I became a 16th Century 
Kitchen Maid”. Born in Glastonbury she explained her entry into drama, and how interests in history & archaeology had fea-
tured in her life. Her talk, with audience interaction, involved how she came to do regular costume dressed guided tours at 
Glastonbury Abbey for tourists and school parties. Step by step she dressed in the typical costume of a 1538 poor woman. To 
conclude she dramatised the emotions and history of the dissolution of The Abbey in 1539. At this juncture she was joined 
by her husband costumed as a local Nobleman acting on behalf of King Henry VIII. He then told the story of the imprison-
ment, trial and grizzly death of the Abbott.  
 

Our next meeting at 3.00.pm on Wednesday 26th November is a talk by Kevin Little   entitled “Donkeys, dolphins, foxes & 
fish”.  
 

Please note Seniors Club is open for everyone regardless of age; you just need experience of life, a sense of humour and be 
young at heart.  
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Saturday  6th December at 7pm 

Post Christmas Quiz / Dance 
 

Due to circumstances beyond my control the 
event on December 27th is cancelled. 

Art Exhibition a Great Success 
 

Thelma Masters would like to express her thanks to everyone who came to her recent exhibition and 
helped to make it a huge success. 
Over 400 people visited her studio during the two weeks ……..travelling to Kingsdon from all parts 
of England, Ireland and 4 visitors even came from Australia.  
The positive feedback means, you will be please to know, that Thelma is already back in            
`painting` mode.! 

http://www.msf.org.uk/buy-seasonal-cards-msf


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WANTED 
At Kingsdon Village Hall  on       

Saturday 8th November at 10am 
 

To help with clearing stones to enable the below 
areas to be grassed for ease of maintenance and 
made safe to walk on when reading notice board 
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The Duke of Edingburgh is coming to Kingsdon! 
 

No, not the man unfortunatley, but the Duke of Edingburgh (D of E) award scheme!  Harry Moore will be undertaking the 
voluntary aspect of his Gold Duke of Edingburgh award at our wonderful Kingsdon Community Shop!  
The scheme was orignially set up in 1956 by HRH The Duke of Edinburgh, who continues to remains the Patron of the 
scheme.  The aim of D of E is to inspire, guide and support young people in their self-development and recognise their 
achievements. 
 

D of E strives to achieve is mission through personal development programmes by following ten guiding principles, which 
are at the heart of everything it does: 
 

1: Non-competitive – a personal challenge and not a competition against others 
2: Achievable by all - achievable by any young person who chooses to take up its challenge 
3: Voluntary – to commit free time to undertake voluntary activities 
4: Personal development - inspires personal and social development 
5: Personalised –tailoring of programmes to suit individuals 
6: Balanced - exper ience development of the whole person; mind, body and soul 
7: Progressive - demands progressively more time, commitment & responsibility  
8: Achievement focused - encouraged to set their  own challenging goals 
9: Demand commitment - demands persistence and commitment 
10: Enjoyable - par ticipation should be enjoyable, fulfilling and rewarding 

 

Since its inception in 1956, this scheme has now spread to over 140 countries 
worldwide and has had over 8 million participants!  There are currently over 
300,000 active participants in the UK at the moment,  with less than 30,000 
working on their Gold acheivement.  Harry is one of these. 
 

There are four elements to the DofE awards: skill, activitiy, voluenteering and an 
expedition.  For gold awards there is also an additional requirement to spend a 
week away from home.  Harry has successfully completed both his Bronze and 
Silver awards and has recently started his Gold.  For his skill he is currenlty in 
the Sports Leadship programme at his school; for his expedition he will be pre-
paring for a 3 night, 4 day hike in the the Lake District; for his volunteering he 
will be working in the Community Shop (holidays only I’m afraid); his week 
away still needs to be organised; finally for his activity he swims. 
 

On this final note,  I must apologise for any noise we make on our early morning 
starts – Harry often needs to be poolside at around 5:30am, and regularly does 14 
hours plus training a week.  He was part of the winning team for the freestyle 
and third for the medley relays for the the English Schools Swimming Associa-
tion (ESSA)  and is currently their national champion for 2013.  Harry specialis-
es in sprint races, primarily 50m freestyle, altough he as been know to do pretty 
good times with both his backstroke and butterfly.  He can swim the length of an 
Olympic pool (50m, twice the length of the average liesure pool) is under 25 
seconds – I think it takes me longer to walk that!  Harry successfully achieved 
national times this year, alongside getting 11 grade A*/A’s in August, but unfor-
tunatly got injured was so unable to attend the national event. 
 

Harry will now be a regular face at the shop during school holiday times, so 
please say ‘Hi’ and I’m sure he’ll be as helpful as he can!    
 Lynn Moore 

Harry during his hike for his         
Bronze D of E where they met an 
Olympic torch carrier at the top! 

Harry during his hike for his Bronze        
D of E where they met an Olympic torch 

carrier at the top! 

Kingsdon Jubilee Fund 100+ Club 
 

The December Draw for the 100+ Club will be made on the evening of 21st 
December before the Christmas Draw at The Kingsdon Inn. 

 
Have you joined or renewed your membership to enable you a chance of 

winning? 
 
 

December Prizes 
  1st

                           2
nd

                       3
rd 

£50                        £20                      £15 

Membership of the 100 + Club is a good way of showing your support for 

the continued production of  The Kingsdon Chronicle 

Membership forms can be found a the back of this issue 
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Kingsdon  100+ Club 
October  Draw Winners 

 
 

The Draw was made at the        
Village Shop on  

3rd October 
 

1st No. 74    
£15   

Margaret Cypryk 
 

2nd No. 117   
 £10  

Andy Dale 
 

 

3rd No. 116                               
£5   

Alan Toms 



Peanut butter squares 
Ingredients 
150g/5½oz butter 
200g/7oz dark chocolate (at least 60% cocoa solids) or milk chocolate (or a mixture)  
250g/9oz digestive biscuits 
200g/7oz soft light brown sugar  
300g/10½oz crunchy peanut butter 
1 tsp vanilla extract 
 

Preparation method 
Line a 20cm/8in square tin with baking parchment, leaving some excess paper hanging over the edges (this makes it easier to 
lift out once set). 
 

Melt the butter in a large pan over a low heat.  
 

Snap the chocolate into squares and throw into a small bowl. Melt in the microwave in 30 second blasts, stirring well be-
tween each addition or sit the bowl over a pan over simmering water. Make sure that the bottom of the pan does not touch the 
water or the chocolate may ‘seize’ and go really grainy and stiff. 
 

Blitz the digestive biscuits and brown sugar in a blender or food processor to give fine crumbs. Tip them into the melted but-
ter. Stir in the peanut butter and vanilla extract and mix together so everything is well combined. 
 

Tip the mixture into the lined tin and press it down really hard with the back of the spoon. It needs to be really compact and 
tight. Then pour over the melted chocolate, tilting the tin back and forth a bit so that the whole thing is evenly covered. Pop 
in the freezer for 30 minutes to firm up (or the fridge for an hour). 
 

Once the chocolate is set, remove it from the freezer (or fridge). Lift it out of the tin with the help of the baking parchment. 
Remove the paper and then use a sharp knife to divide it into 16 squares and serve. 

Roast Pork Belly with Potato & Leek Daupinoise  Serves 6                                                       
I recently served this dish to 15 family & friends in Scotland (3.5kg of Belly Pork).  They said it was the best they had tasted 

 

Method 
Set oven to highest temperature possible. Score the skin down to the meat (try not 
to cut the meat), make the cuts very close together (go across the skin). Put the 
fennel seeds and the sea salt in a pestle and mortar and grind till the seeds are 
smashed and mixed well with the salt.   
 

Pour half the oil over the top of the skin, sprinkle over ½ of the fennel and salt 
mixture and rub in, pour over the remaining oil and then the seed and salt mixture, 
now really rub this into the skin so that everything gets in between the skin and 
down onto the meat.  Put the chunks of carrots, celery, onion and garlic and the 
thyme leaves into the roasting tin.  
 

Put the seasoned pork belly on top of the vegetables and then put into the very hot oven for 10-15 minutes or until the skin of 
the belly starts to bubble and is golden brown. Turn the oven temperature down to 170°C/325°F/gas 3 then roast for 1.5 
hours. Carefully open the oven door and add into the tray ¾ of the white wine, continue cooking for 1 hour. Remove the meat 
carefully from the oven and test to see if it pulls apart easily. If not put back in the oven until the meat is ready then remove 
from the oven. Take the meat from the tray and place onto a wooden board and allow to rest while you make the gravy. Put 
the tray of roasted vegetables directly onto your stove top and on a medium heat. Cook for 2 - 3 minutes, then add in the re-
maining wine. Blend the vegetables and liquid  If you sauce is too thick add a little more white wine.  Cook for 2-3 minutes 
on a low heat. Keep the lovely sauce warm for pouring over the roasted belly.  
 

Ingredients 
1.3 kg pork belly  
15 g fennel seeds  
5 g sea salt  
100 ml olive oil  
2 large carrots cut into chunks 
3 stick celery cut into chunks 
1 large onion cut into chunks  
1 whole garlic bulb broken into cloves  
Handful fresh thyme 

Potato & Leek Dauphinois 
 

Method 
 Preheat the oven to 160C/Gas 4/fan oven 140C. Butter all 
over the surface of a gratin dish, about 18x28cm/7x11in. Peel 
and slice the potatoes to a width of 3mm/1⁄8in. Lay the slices on 
a clean tea towel and pat dry. Keep them covered with the tea 
towel while you prepare the rest of the ingredients. 
 

 Pour the milk and cream into a saucepan. Add the garlic, 
thyme and the stock.    Slowly heat the milk and, just as it is 
about to reach boiling point and you see bubbles appearing 
around the edge of the pan, sprinkle in the nutmeg and keep 
warm. 

 

 Put a layer of potato slices in the dish, slightly overlapping then a layer of leeks and sprinkle with a little salt and freshly 
ground pepper then spoon over some of the cream mix.  Repeat this layering and finally pour over the remainder of the cream 
mix 

 Scatter the cheese over the top and bake for about one hour, until golden and tender. Leave the dish to stand for about 5 
minutes, then serve sprinkled with  freshly chopped thyme 

Ingredients 
 

1kg peeled weight Desirée potatoes 
1 Large leek chopped 
300ml full fat milk 
300ml carton double cream 
2 garlic clove, peeled and finely crushed 
pinch of freshly grated nutmeg 
Good pinch of a chicken stock cube or concentrate 
30g parmesan freshly grated  
2 Sprigs of Thyme 
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http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/butter
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/dark_chocolate
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/digestive_biscuit
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/brown_sugar
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/peanut_butter
http://www.bbc.co.uk/food/vanilla_extract


  
 
 
 

Councils target asbestos fly-tippers 
 

Somerset's councils are targeting the criminals fly-tipping hazard-
ous asbestos in the county with new training to improve their en-
forcement officers' skills and know-how.   The expert-led course 
will help front line council officers with identifying asbestos, en-
suring its safe removal, protecting the public and investigating its 
source. 
 

Asbestos is among the wide range of risky materials that danger-
ous criminals have dumped in the Somerset countryside, from 
chemicals to medical waste.   Before its severe health hazards were fully understood, asbestos was widely used in the past for 
many purposes, from construction to insulation.   Today's demolition, rebuilding and home improvements are turning up as-
bestos in roofs, floor tiles, storage heaters and certain types of cement. 
 

 Disposing of asbestos need not be complex or costly, but rogue traders - from builders, plumbers and electricians to waste 
removal firms – profit from people’s worries while putting them at risk.  Seven recycling sites accept asbestos at no cost but 
residents should call ahead to check space is available and then carefully double bag and seal items made of, or containing, 
asbestos.   Paid-for collections of asbestos can be arranged with Somerset Waste Partnership by contacting SWP customer 
services on enquiries@somersetwaste.gov.uk or 01823 625700. 
 

A Somerset Waste Partnership spokesperson said: "These criminals may seem helpful and reassuring, but they con clients out 
of cash by pretending to correctly get rid of asbestos.   "When they fly-tip the asbestos, they put the public at risk, dump clear
-up costs on council tax payers, and their clients may end in court for failing in their duty of care. These crooks endanger our 
health, rip off our cash, and threaten jobs by underlining legitimate businesses." 
 

Somerset Waste Partnership’s asbestos advice is simple: 
 

 Stay safe, check your options or consult an expert before starting any asbestos removal.                                         
 Waste carriers moving asbestos must give you a copy of the consignment note – ask for it. 
 Note traders’ names, contacts and vehicle details; ask to see their waste carrier licence. 
 Never pay cash for waste services and always get a receipt with all business details. 
 

 For information about disposing of asbestos, and about fighting fly-tipping, visit www.somersewaste.gov.uk. 

Collection Dates  
for Kingsdon in November 

   
 

 Wheelie Bins    -  Tuesdays  4th   &   18th  
 
 Recycling          -  Every Tuesday  
 
 Green Bins       -  Tuesdays 11th & 25th 

Kingsdon Sunflower Competition 
 

Babs is pleased to announce the results of this summers Sunflower Competition 
        Name                                  Height             Flower Size 

 

Algy                                       59”                     11” 
Faith                                     75.5”                    10” 
Grace & Pheobe                     32”                        - 

                   Hilarie                                    59”                     6” (3 Flowers) 
Jenny & Winslow                  63”                     8” 

    Joshua & Thomas                  59”                    13.5” 
Kathy                                     65”                     8” 
Pauline                                   69”                    13” 
Tim                                        47”                    10” 

 

All others succumbed to the slugs! 
 
 

 
 

The Winner of the tallest Sunflower 
at 75.5” was  

Faith                                     
 
 

and the Winner of the largest bloom 
at 13.5” was      

Joshua & Thomas 
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NOT JUST A PRETTY FACE  
By Peter Crowter  

 
Cull half a million deer they say and no one seems to mind,  

But talk about a badger cull and this is what you find,  
Those who worship Brock say it’s an absolute disgrace,  

Is this because the badger has got such a pretty face?  
 

Another reason why his fans rise up to his defence,  
A valid one we all agree, in this one we see sense.  
A persecuted victim that some evil men call sport,  

Dug from his sett and baited and with luck the men are caught.  
 

He’s had complete protection now, since 1993,  
And up to now he’s earned it, that I’m sure you would agree.  

But herein lies a problem and an answer must be found,  
Because he’s so successful, he’s too thick upon the ground.  

 
Badgers are omnivorous, on anything they’ll feed,  

Which means they’re never short of food, there’s everything they need.  
They also have no enemies, no predators to fear,  

Their numbers are increasing and they breed throughout the year.  
 

Now you may love the badger but he really is no saint,  
He feeds on helpless creatures and a friendly chap he aint.  

Birds that nest upon the ground he eats their eggs and chicks,  
Prising open hedgehogs, is another of his tricks.  

 
Regarding species numbers nature likes to be in charge,  

Usually she’s in control if numbers get too large.  
She uses food and predators and also habitat,  

But badger’s not affected, he can cope with all of that.  
 

But nature has a last resort, something that may not please,  
The setts are overcrowded so she has to use disease.  
So that is maybe why the badgers suffer from TB,  

And some control is needed just to make them TB free. 

Kingsdon Ladies Club 
 
The Ladies club meeting was held on Tuesday 14th 
October and there were 16 members present.  
Birthday girls were Marilyn St Clair, Ann Baldwin, 
Phyl Winsor and Jackie Ellis, and Jane Lockhart. 
 
Lynne Davis introduced us to Veronica Andrews 
and Sheena Hollaway who gave us a interesting 
and amusing talk on their experience as T V stars 
on the BBC programme, BARGIN HUNT! 
 
The ladies from Crewkerne were chosen to take 
part on the programme after an interview in front of 
a panel of three producers and a HUGE camera at 
the BBC studios in Whiteladies Road Bristol. 
The ladies had the choice of Red or Blue Fleeces, 
and chose Red. Their opponents in the Blue Fleeces 
came from South Petherton. The specialist dealer 
for our ladies was Phil Sorrell and the ladies 
showed us many photos of them with Phil, Tim 
Wonnacott and very dishy camera men!!! 
 
The auction took place at Lawrence’s in 
Crewkerne, Veronica and Sheena had a wonderful 
time and made a £45 profit from the £300 they 
were given at the beginning of the programme. The 
ladies in the Blue Fleeces made a loss of £35, so 
the whole experience was a great success. 
 
The next meeting of the Ladies Club will be held in 
the village hall on 11th November at 7.30pm and 
the speaker will be Ann Michael on The Bayeux 
Tapestry. New members are welcome. 

For Sale 
Roberts RD-50 FM RDS/

DAB                                             
Digital Radio with pause plus 

 

Bought for £150 about 10 years 
ago but rarely used,  some signs 
of wear to the green leather.                        
It has a power lead and also some 
instructions.  

£50 ono.                                                                     
Please contact Alan or Gillian 

Carnall on 01935 840692. 

Computer Table  
 Free to a good home! 

 

Well Used. 
 

If you would like to give a small dona-
tion  

we will give it to the Jubilee Fund for 
the Chronicle 

 

Please phone Alan or Gillian Carnall 
on 01935 840692. 
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Fireworks scare Horses 
 

Will you be letting off fireworks this November?  Claire at Glenda Spooner Farm asks anyone who will be using fireworks 
in the village to let her know so arrangements can be made for the welfare of the horses during this noisy time.  Please         
contact her on 01935 841442  or email her at:  ClairePhilips@worldhorsewelfare.org     Thank you. 



While taxiing at London Gatwick, the crew of a US Air 
flight departing for Ft. Lauderdale made a wrong turn and 
came nose to nose with a United 727. An irate female 
ground controller lashed out at the US Air crew, screaming: 
"US Air 2771, where the hell are you 
going! I told you to turn right onto Charlie taxiway! You 
turned right on Delta! Stop right there.  I know it's difficult 
for you to tell the difference between 'C' and 'D', but get it 
right!"………Continuing her rage to the embarrassed crew, 
she was now shouting hysterically: "God! Now you've 
screwed everything up! It'll take forever to sort this out! 
You stay right there and don't move till I tell you to! You 
can expect progressive taxi instructions in about half an 
hour, and I want you to go exactly where I tell you, when I 
tell you, and how I tell you! You got that, US Air 2771?" 
"Yes ma'am," the humbled crew responded. Naturally, the 
ground control communications frequency fell terribly si-
lent after the verbal bashing of US Air 2771. Nobody want-
ed to chance engaging the irate ground controller in her cur-
rent state of mind. Tension in every cockpit out in Gatwick 
was definitely running high. Just then an unknown pilot 
broke the silence and keyed his microphone, asking: 
"Wasn't I married to you once?" 

A young boy asks his dad, “Dad where does  POO' come 
from”?,  Dad answers, “Food passes down your esophagus to 
your stomach, where digestive enzymes induce a probiotic re-
action in the alimentary canal to extract protein, before waste 
products decend via the colon and through the rectum to 
emerge as Poo”.   “Blimey” says the kid. 
 

 “So where the hell does Tigger come from” ? 

A mother mouse and a baby mouse were walking along, 
when all of a sudden, a cat attacked them. The mother 
mouse goes, "BARK!" and the cat runs away.  " 
 
See?" says the mother mouse to her baby. "Now do you see 
why it's important to learn a foreign language?" 

From the diary of a Pre-School Teacher 
 

My five-year old students are learning to read. Yesterday one 
of them pointed at a picture in a zoo book and said,                                               
"Look at this! It's a frickin’ elephant!" 
I took a deep breath, then asked..."What did you call it?" 
"It's a frickin ' elephant!  It says so on the picture!"  
 
 

When chemists die, they barium. 
 

Jokes about German sausage are the wurst. 
 

A soldier who survived mustard gas and pepper spray is 
now a seasoned veteran. 
 

I stayed up all night to see where the sun went. Then it 
dawned on me. 
 

This girl said she recognized me from the vegetarian club, 
but I'd never met herbivore. 
 

I'm reading a book about anti-gravity. I can't put it  down. 
 

Why were the Indians here first? They had reservations. 
 

I didn't like my beard at first. Then it grew on me. 
 

How do you make holy water? Boil the hell out of it! 
 

Did you hear about the cross eyed teacher who lost her job 
because she couldn't control her pupils? 
 

When you get a bladder infection, urine trouble. 
 

Broken pencils are pointless. 
 

I tried to catch some fog. I mist.  
 

What do you call a dinosaur with an extensive vocabulary? 
A thesaurus. 
 

England has no kidney bank, but it does have a Liverpool. 
 

I used to be a banker, but then I lost interest. 
 

I got a job at a bakery because I kneaded dough. 
 
 

Velcro - what a rip off! 
 

Cartoonist found dead in home. Details are sketchy. 
 

Earthquake in Washington obviously government's fault 
 

Never fall in love with a tennis player because to a tennis 
player, love means  nothing. 
 

I've accidentally swallowed some Scrabble tiles. My next 
loo trip could spell disaster. 

There was a hysterical call at the fire department, and it went 
like this: “Help me, please help me; there is a cat meowing and 
yowling with frequency and urgency. It is going to hurt me, it's 
going to kill me; can you please help me, and send the fire 
squad right away”? “Take it easy, cats don’t hurt us, just relax 
wait until he leaves”. 
 

 “You don’t understand it is going to bite me, it is going to kill 
me; it is going to be fatal!” 
 

 “Cats aren’t like snakes or spiders that are poisonous, by the 
way who is calling?” 
 

“I’m Josephine’s parrot you jerk! Help me please, please help!” 
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Sunday Evenings & Mondays in November is Villager’s Day at The Kingsdon Inn 
Adam and Cinzia are delighted to offer the residents of Kingsdon a set 2 or 3 course menu on Sunday evenings and Monday 

lunch & evening through all of November.  Enjoy a fabulous meal for only £10 for 2 courses and £12.95 for three!                  
 

The example menu for Sunday evenings and Mondays in November. 
A bowl of seasonal homemade soup with freshly baked bread 

Sauteed garlic mushrooms and smoked bacon crostini 
Deep fried baby mozzarella and Somerset Brie 

Crayfish Marie Rose with baby gem leaves and cherry tomatoes 
 

Bernard Stacey’s sausages wuth mashed potato and red wine gravy 
Pork schnitzel, new potatoes, caper buerre noisette and salad 

Spiced lamb tagine with creamed potato, steamed broccoli and toasted almond 
Butternut squash risotto with sage infused extra virgin olive oil and shaved parmesan 

Deep fried whole tail scampi, skinny fries and tartar sauce 
Poached smoked haddock with bubble and squeak, baby spinach and mustard sauce 

 

Chocolate brioche bread pudding with chocolate custard and vanilla ice cream 
Keens cheddar platter with homemade crackers, fresh fruit and apple chutney 

A choice of two of our freshly churned ice creams and sorbets 
 

This offer is not available in December but will return in January  

The Kingsdon Inn 
 

Christmas Menu 
 

Roasted parsnip soup with parsnip crisps and honey crème fraîche 
 

Somerset game terrine with toast, salad leaves and prune and calvados chutney, 
 

Red wine spiced pear, Exmoor blue and toasted walnut salad with honey dressing 
 

Whisky oak smoked Loch Duart salmon, baby golden beetroot, orange crème fraiche 
and toasted rye bread 

 

************************************* 
 

Roasted organic, free range turkey breast with chestnut stuffed leg, pigs in blankets, 
bread sauce and thyme infused roasting juices 

 

Roast loin of locally sourced rare breed pork with crackling,                                                                
Bramley apple sauce and red wine gravy 

 

Moroccan spiced five nut roulade with white wine creamed leeks and                                                  
slow roasted cherry tomatoes 

 

All the above are served with garlic and rosemary roasted potatoes and platters of roasted and steamed seasonal 
vegetables from Farmer John Rowswell of Baker’s Farm in Barrington 

 

A rich bouillabaisse of Cornish shellfish and daily caught local fish with,                    
braised fennel, rouille and griddled garlic bread 

 

*************************************** 
Warm sticky toffee pudding with butterscotch and homemade ginger ice cream 

 

Homemade Christmas pudding with brandy infused custard 
 

Dark chocolate mousse with praline tuile & home made hazelnut & Baileys ice cream 
 

A selection of homemade sorbets and fresh fruits 
 

Tuxford and Tebbutt stilton with spiced port chutney and homemade crackers 
 

 
Two courses £20  -  Three courses £25 

  

 
A discretionary service charge of 10% will be added to tables that exceed 12 guests 



Advertising in the Kingsdon Chronicle 
 

As from 1st January all business  adverts  measuring 
3” x 3”  will be charged at £30 per annum.    Larger 
sizes will  be charged proportionately.  Personal ad-
vertising will remain free.  Please contact Wally for  
information and  to advertise. Tel 01935 841444                                                  
Email  wallyelliott@hotmail.com  

Babysitter - Kate Wright 
   

Kate lives in Kingsdon. She is available most nights.   Her 
contact no is 07530215236 

Looking for a window cleaner? 
 

Kingsdon Village Community Shop committee would like to 
thank Dan and co from Dan’s Window Cleaners for doing 
such an excellent job of cleaning out the gutters of the old pri-
mary school.  Dan's window cleaning also comes highly     
recommended. If you would like to be added to their Kingsdon 
round, call 0757 8787456. Page 14 

All Building & Maintenance work undertaken: 
 
 
                                   
 
 
 
 
 

For a 
FREE Quote Call: 

Jonathan Chorley-Lugg on 07973 200 009 
or call at Kingsdon House, Kingsdon. 

      Extensions 
      Conversions 
      Refurbishments 
      Landscaping 
      Property Maintenance 
      General Home Improvement 

A.D.M. STONEMASON 

Manor Road, Kingsdon 
 

All stonework undertaken, new works and all  
repairs and re-pointing. 

 
General Building & Maintenance              

works carried out 
 

Free Quotes / Advice contact  
Alan (37 yrs experience) 

 
Tel 01935 840839  /  07733590971 
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Kingsdon Parish Councillors and their Specific Topics  
 

Angela Saunders: (Chairman, Finance )   Chatswor th, Top Street, Kingsdon , TA11 7JU Tel  01935 840130                                    
Email: angiesaunders@btinternet.com  
 

Tony Masters: (Vice-Chairman,  )  Jacaranda, Lotment Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LG     
Email: armasters@btinternet.com  Tel 01935 840801            
 

Mel Clode: (Dog fouling and related items, Litter , Graffiti, Fly tipping, Fly posting, Damaged bins & Abandoned  ve-
hicles and related items)  3 Underwood Rd, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ Tel 01935 840293   Email: melclode273@btinternet.com  
 

Antony Colton: (Highways, Defibr illator )  30 Underwood Road, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ Tel 07894954449               
Email: antmaria50@gmail.com  
 

Dave Morris: (Footpaths & Trees)   Stithians Cottage, Nor th Town, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ.  
 

Phillip Waters:   The Old Bakery, Chapel Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LN   Tel: 07815898065                                                    
Email: phillipwaters@hotmail.co.uk 
 

John Calvert (Distr ict Councillor  Nor thstone Ward) Peacock Cottage, High St. Queen Camel. BA22 7NQ  
Tel 01935 850458 Email: john.calvert@southsomerset.gov.uk  
 

Dean Ruddle  (County Councillor  Somer ton Division) Freshfields, Cartway Lane, Somerton TA11 6JH                                
Tel: 07976 556054    Email: deanruddle@me .com 
 

David Heath MP Constituency Office - 14 Catherine Hill, Frome, Somerset, BA11 1BZ Tel: 01373 473618  
Fax: 01373 455152 Claire Hudson: head of office - email: hudsoncl@parliament.uk  
 

Kate Hatt (Kingsdon Par ish Council Clerk).    Bluebell House, Mow Bar ton Road,   Kingsdon.. TA11 7DX                          
Tel 01935 841275  Email kingsdonclerk@btinternet.com.  

S.S.D.C. Planning Applications received and decisions made 
 
 

Application No: 14/03474/FUL     Applicant: Mr Gavin Pretor -Pinney  
Parish: Kingsdon     Location: Land at Rocky Hill, Kingsdon, Somer ton, Somerset,, 
Proposal Upgrading 20 meters of woodland track (GR 350807/127214). 
Application Status: Application permitted with conditions. 
 
 

Application No: 14/04387/TCA   Applicant:  Mr C. Fitzgerald 
Parish:  Kingsdon       Location:  Boschetto, Kingsdon, Somer ton, Somerset, TA11 7LF  
Proposal: Notification of intent to remove Bramley Apple stump (approx 7 feet high) (Tree in a Conservation Area)  
Application Status:  Application permitted. 
 
Application No: 14/04530/TCA     Applicant: Godfrey Rumbles 
Parish:  Kingsdon         Location: Gardeners Cottage, Manor  Road, Kingsdon, Somer ton, Somerset, TA11 7JZ 
Proposal:  Notification of intent to coppice 3 no. Ash and 1 no. Sycamore tree, within a Conservation Area  
Application Status:   Pending consideration 

Kingsdon Parish Council 
 

The next Bi-monthly meeting of Kingsdon Parish council will be at 7.15pm on Friday 14th November                                
in Kingsdon Village Hall to which all are welcome  

mailto:deanruddle@hotmail.com


23rd April 

25th October 

Kingsdon Manor Development 
 

Looking through the gates on Lodge Road 
near its junction with Top Street and Manor 
Road, the progress of the new build on what 
is plot 9 on the plans is plain to see since the 
site was cleared back in April. 
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Dear Friends 
 

Grand Christmas Draw for Community Shop Development 
 
Last year at about this time some of you will remember that under ‘The Kingsdon Jubilee Fund’ I held a Grand 
Christmas Draw with the proceeds going towards the development of our community shop. 
 

All the prizes last year were donated and the Draw raised £944. 
 

I am once again running a Christmas Draw for the shop development, and like last year, Alan & Gillian Carnall are 
generously providing the first prize of a £100 Christmas Hamper.  I have been promised a Chocoholics Hamper and 
Marilyn and I are putting together a hamper of Miniature Drinks Bottles, so far with help from Ann & Patrick and 
their son Nicholas, we have 59 bottles, my target is 100! 
 

Marilyn will be baking a Christmas Cake and a Yule Log and we have other smaller prizes collected over the last 
few months.   
 

We need many more prizes so this is where I hope you can all help.  From my experience of running Christmas 
Draws, the favourite prizes that attract ticket sales are bottle of drink.  Of course other non- drinks prizes are also 
needed.   
 

If you can help, please leave donated prizes at the shop,       labelled ‘Christmas Draw’ There is a box under the 
counter for them. 
 

I have been busy printing all the raffle tickets, enough for a book of 10 to be delivered to nearly every household in 
the village. (The ticket numbering makes one dizzy)   Marilyn’s sewing machine is working overtime doing the 
perforating!! 
 

We have renewed our licence with S.S.D.C. so everything is legal. 
 

The Draw will be taking place at the Kingsdon Inn on Sunday 21st December at 8pm ish.   
 
Many thanks 
 
Wally 
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Signed……………………………………………………..Name……………………………………………………………… 

Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 ............................................................................  Post Code.............................. 

 Telephone……………………………………...                     Mobile……………………………………………. 

 Email…………………………………………….. 

 

Signed……………………………………………………..Name……………………………………………………………… 

Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 ............................................................................  Post Code.............................. 

 Telephone……………………………………...                     Mobile……………………………………………. 

 Email…………………………………………….. 

 
Signed……………………………………………………..Name……………………………………………………………… 

Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 ............................................................................  Post Code.............................. 

 Telephone……………………………………...                     Mobile……………………………………………. 

 Email…………………………………………….. 

 
Signed……………………………………………………..Name……………………………………………………………… 

Address………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 

 ............................................................................  Post Code.............................. 

 Telephone……………………………………...                     Mobile……………………………………………. 

 Email…………………………………………….. 

Kingsdon Jubilee Fund 100+ Club  - Join / Renew 
Dear All 
A year ago you, and many people like you, kindly joined or renewed your membership to the Kingsdon Jubilee 100+ 
Club, which is organized and run by Gillian Carnall. All proceeds from the 100+ Club are donated to the upkeep of 
The Kingsdon Chronicle.  It meant the cost of producing the Chronicle over the last year was one less thing for me to 
worry about! 
Wally Elliott 
I /  we would like to renew my membership / join 100+ Club. 
I enclose payment of £12 per person  Please make cheques  payable to Kingsdon Jubilee Fund. 
 

 Please return this form and membership to either  Kingsdon Community Shop,                                                   
Gillian Carnall at 50 Kingsdon  or Wally Elliott at 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. 


