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Kingsdon Community Centre is a runner-up in 
The Prince of Wales Award 2014 

 

 
 

The Royal Bath and West Prince of Wales Award is open to organisations in 5 counties plus Bristol which 
have “through their own initiative, brought about improvements to the lives of the rural population in a sus-
tainable manner”  There is usually just one prize of £1000 and the shortlist of 11 organisations this year in-
cluded another village shop, youth organisations and environmental projects. 
  
We were delighted to find out just the day before the show that the Duchess of Cornwall would be attending 
on the opening day of the show and giving this prize.  She shook hands with all the representatives as the  
projects were explained to her.   
 
It was then announced that there would be 2 additional certificates awarded this year. The first was to the 
Somerset Federation of Young Farmers for their work during the Somerset Floods.  
 
They then announced that Kingsdon would also receive a certificate from the Duchess because we had 
achieved so much in such a very short time.  The certificate states that it is awarded for ‘the establishment of 
an outstanding community centre’  and it is signed by the Prince of Wales.  This will have pride of place in 
the shop. 
  
We would like to thank Sally Smith for bringing to our attention to the award also to our volunteers on duty 
(Gill Paine and Shirley Singleton) who clearly impressed the judges, when they visited us on 1st May. 
 

Congratulations Elaine 
 

Kingsdon is indebted to Elaine Owen who masterminded and submitted our appli-
cation for this award on  behalf of all involved with the Community Shop / Café 
and indeed, all our Community as a whole. 
 

Elaine was presented with the certificate (See page 2) on the opening day of the 
show from the Duchess of Cornwall who remarked she would love to come and 
visit our shop. 
 
We also have to thank Patrick Leahy whose tenacity got us the old school in the 
first place, the support  of our County Councillor Dean Ruddle for the project and 
finally we should not forget Somerset County Council, because without them 
agreeing the lease, which is now 25 years, there would be no shop at all. 
 

Simon is on the mend 
 
Simon, Pippa, Goff, Linda, Dominic, and not forgetting little Freddie,  would like to thank 
you all for your get well messages and kindness during the last very traumatic few weeks.  
It really was appreciated and helped lift Simon’s spirits to know so many of his friends 
were thinking of him. 
 
The good news was that the operation has been very successful.  As a result he was trans-
ferred back from Frenchay to Yeovil, and it wasn’t long before he was allowed home. De-
spite this good progress it is going to be a long road to full recovery, but knowing Simon he 
will achieve this a lot quicker than us mere mortals! 
 
I know I speak for a lot of people in telling Simon,  don’t rush back, we want you fully re-
covered in one piece and fully fit, the gardens and lawns can wait.   
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Kingsdon Community Shop & Café 
 

Thank you so much to everyone who made it to our cafe opening. Sorry it got a bit hectic at times but we hope you  
enjoyed your cream teas. even the sun came out to shine down on us.. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                     
 
 
 
 
    

Volunteers  
 

Due to the unprecedented demand  for longer opening hours more volunteers will be required to achieve this.  If 
you would like to join the happy band of volunteers  call at the shop and let the duty staff know. 

                                                                                          
Some of the Shop / Café Reviews 

 

★★★★★ Brilliant, friendly people and a beauti-
ful setting 
 

I visited the Kingsdon shop and cafe today.  Such 
friendly welcoming staff, a lovely cafe and a fab-
ulous shop, thank you for using the old school 
building for such a fantastic village project. 
 
 

Fantastic shop well done everyone and thanks for 
all your hard work 
  

 Fantastic to see a much needed shop in   
Kingsdon again well done 
 

From a supporter in Sweden:   Suzanne Grönlund 
Congratulations Kingsdon! 
 

This is fantastic news about the award, not at all 
surprising, the community centre is an amazing place at the heart of the village and feels like it's always been there. 
Bravo one and all. 

https://www.facebook.com/Sozas?fref=ufi


                                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                  Sunday 8th June 2014 

Dog Show entries from 11.30 
 

Fete opens 1pm 
 

 

OFFICIAL welcome 2pm 
by 

Rev Bruce Faulkner  

and  
Peter Wilson M.B.E.  

Gold Medal Olympic Shooter 
 

Many attractions including 

Ilchester Gem Majorettes,  Line Dancing Display, 

The Yeovil Tae Kwando & Kick Boxing Club 

‘Spread your wings’ Owls 

Police Dog Display 

Bouncy castle and roundabout,  Laser tag, 

Stationary engines,  Jugglers and Circus skills, 

 Craft stalls, Darts, Bottle Stall, Tombola, 

Tea tent serving fabulous food and refreshments, 

Hot Dogs, Burgers, Cake stall. 

Admission £1 Children and Parking Free!!!!  

(Tel 07834 341207) 
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The New Foodie Page 
 

This page is for those who like me, enjoy eating what they cook!  I hope to have recipes from guest contributors as well 
as some of my own and from those readers who would like to share the special recipes. 
I am privileged to have help with this page someone who has considerable experience in food writing,  Ashley Fryer  
from London, her lovely parents, Andy and Hilarie live in Kingsdon 

 

Ashley is Senior PR Officer at St. John Ambulance, she is also a writer &  baker.  In her 
spare time, she runs Peach Trees and Bumblebees, (http://
www.peachtreesandbumblebees.com/) a foodie blogazine slash recipe community.  
When not working, Ashley can usually be found reading, writing or lying on her bed-
room floor listening to The Cranberries.  
For more from Ashley, check out her blog,  Ashley is a no nonsense writer, I’m sure 
many will enjoy her blogs, or have a mosey on over to Peach Trees.   Peach Trees is a 
one of the top London food blogs, with a readership of over 8,000. Having built it her-
self using WordPress, she publish her own original recipes and reviews, which she pub-
licises via social media. Ashley is regularly invited to industry events as an influential 
blogger, and  does all her own food styling and food photography.   Ashley has also re-
cently started another food website, The Greedy Girls, with a friend.  

 

Ashley’s Apple crumble cake 
 

I love apple cake – when it’s done right it’s moist and delicious! And I absolutely love putting streusel topping on a 
loaf – it gives a wonderfully buttery crunch to the cake! This cake is easy to make and you can use any variety of ap-
ple. It’s not too sweet, so it’s ideal to have for a tea party where you might be having cupcakes or frosted cakes too. 
I’ve made this one for colleagues before and it’s always gone down 
a storm – plus it’s easy to transport as there’s no fiddly icing! 
 

For one loaf cake, you need: 
140g butter, soft 
250g self-raising flour 
2 tsp cinnamon 
140g light brown sugar 
3 large eggs, beaten 
2 apples, peeled and grated (any variety) 
100mls milk (ideally whole) 
and a loaf tin, greased with oil or cake release, and lined at the bot-
tom with baking parchment 
For the topping: 
80g plain flour 
40g butter, soft 
40g light brown sugar 
 

Preheat your oven to 160ºC. 
Beat the butter and sugar together until fluffy. Add the cinnamon and beat until combined. 
Add the eggs and beat. Then add the flour, apples, and milk and beat on low until well combined. Pour into prepared 
tin and set aside. 
Now make the topping by rubbing the butter and sugar together, then adding the flour and rubbing it all in with your 
fingertips so you have a rough crumble mix. I also eat a bit now to make sure it’s not poisonous… 
 Sprinkle it evenly over the cake batter and bake for 50-60 mins until a skewer comes out clean when inserted. Cool in 
the tin for 15 mins, then turn out carefully and cool on a wire rack. 
Enjoy with a hot cup of tea! It goes well with a dollop of clotted cream of creme fraiche if you’re feeling a bit indul-
gent! 

Wally’s Curried Sausages from The Shed Sausages  
A simple  slow cooker recipe that will feed a family of four. 

Ingredients:  1  Packet of ‘Sausage Shed’ sausages  available at  Kingsdon Community Shop                                      
1  Large Onion chopped 
4  Potatoes peeled and cut into bite size cubes 
2  Large Carrots chopped 
1  Leek chopped 
1  Cup frozen peas 
1   Small tin of Chick peas 
1  Large stick of Celery chopped 
1  Tablespoon  Curry powder of your choice 
1  Green Chilli chopped with or without seeds 
2  Cups Beef stock 
1  400g tin chopped Tomatoes 

Method: 
 
Put sausages in sauce pan just covered with water. 
Bring to boil and simmer for 10 minutes.  When cool 
enough to handle chop to bite size. 
 
Put all ingredients in a slow cooker on low for 6 hours, 
or casserole on low heat. 
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          DO UNTO OTHERS……. 

By Peter Crowter 
My dad and my mum were religious, and I was brought up the same way, 

My granddad was a Baptist preacher, a fair-minded man I must say. 

And I went to church every Sunday, and also to Sunday school too, 

But now I have come disillusioned, with things that religious folk do 
 

‘Do as you wish to be done by’ I believe that’s the right way to go, 

And that’s why my faith in religion, it has to be said is now low. 

Factions who call themselves holy, kill one another with pride, 

And lo, in the name of religion, millions of people have died. 
 

I’m not just referring to Muslims, Christians are guilty as well, 

And so are a whole host of others, in hatred they seem to excel. 

How do they justify violence, directed towards fellow men, 

Do they pray to their Gods for forgiveness, and follow it up with ‘Amen’? 
 

Most have our God to look up to, a deity we can respect, 

But that doesn’t mean that we have to, belong to a bigoted sect. 

I have a God I believe in, someone to thank for my life, 

A family I can be proud of, my kids and my wonderful wife. 
 

To me there is really no virtue, in only believing you’re right, 

And treating another religion, with bitterness, hatred and spite 

I wish he could teach all those factions, be they Muslim, Christian or Jew 

To go out and do unto others, as you would that they do unto you. 

Vision Aid Overseas Coffee Morning 
 

Despite the awful weather, we had a splendid turnout for the coffee morning  on 
Saturday 24th May. 
 

Our supporters dug deep and bought our home made preserves, cakes, plants and 
books and a total of £285 was raised. 
 

A big thank you to all who braved the rain and a special thanks to helpers Gill, Jill, 
Linda, Sally, Brian and Ben.  
 

I will be taking a small team of 4 Optometrists to Ndola in the Zambian Copperbelt 
in early October where we will be training Ophthalmic Nurses and Ophthalmic 
Clinical Officers in refraction during the first week and conducting Outreach ser-
vices during the second week. 
 

Thank you all for your support.    Nina Carlisle  

The Perils of                               
Burton Bradstock Beach 

 

Andy and Hilarie Fryer, Park Cottage, 
wish to thank everyone and say how 
touched they have been by the concern 
shown by villagers for their 6-month old 
puppy Brodie, after he managed to swal-
low a piece of mackerel with two large 
fishing hooks attached, on Burton Brad-
stock beach. 

 The x-ray 
shows what a 
challenge it 
must have 
been for the 
vet to re-
move, but he 
managed it 
using an en-
doscope and 
Brodie is 
none the 
worse for his 
experience 
(as you can 
see!).  
 

Kingsdon Play Centre 
"It is with enormous pleasure that after a lot of hard work, letters, phone calls, meetings, negotiating and planning, the new, brilliant 

Kingsdon play centre and equipment will have its official opening at 10am on Sunday 15th June (Father's Day).  

It would be wonderful to 
see all the village chil-

dren and grandchildren, 
along with their families 

and friends there, to   
celebrate this wonderful 

achievement for the   
village!" 



 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Featuring Charlton Mackrell 

Primary School Orchestra 
 

Saturday 21st June 2.00pm — 4.00pm  
 

at the  

Kingsdon Café 
 

Come and join us to hear the wonderful Charlton Mackrell       

Orchestra and Choir  

perform outside the Kingsdon café.  
 

In aid of the new Brymer Room at  

Charlton Mackrell C of E Primary School and Kingsdon 

Shop & Café 

 

Free cream tea to anyone who makes a donation over £2 
 

Stalls and activities for all the family! 
 

Raffle Prizes Wanted 

We would be very grateful for raffle prizes in particular quality goods suitable to make up a nice 

hamper. These can be dropped off at my house - Sakura, Chapel Hill, Kingsdon or if they ring me 

on  01935 841446 or email jonicholl26@googlemail.com  I am happy to collect. 

Page 7 

mailto:jonicholl26@googlemail.com


WHY 
 

1. WHY:   Why do men's clothes have buttons on the right while women's clothes have buttons on the left? 
BECAUSE:   When buttons were invented, they were very expensive and worn primarily by the rich. Since most peo-
ple are right-handed, it is easier to push buttons on the right through holes on the left.  Because wealthy women were 
dressed by maids, dressmakers put the buttons on the maid's right!   And that's where women's buttons have remained 
since. 
 

2. WHY:  Why do ships and aircraft use 'mayday' as their call for help? 
BECAUSE:  This comes from the French word m'aidez - meaning 'help me' - and is pronounced, approximately, 
'mayday.' 
 

3. WHY  Why are zero scores in tennis called 'love'? 
BECAUSE:  In France , where tennis became popular, the round zero on the scoreboard looked like an egg and was 
called 'l'oeuf,' which is French for 'the egg.'   When tennis was introduced in the US , Americans (naturally, mis)
pronounced it 'love.' 
 

4. WHY:  Why do X's at the end of a letter signify kisses? 
BECAUSE:  In the Middle Ages, when many people were unable to read or write, documents were often signed using 
an X. Kissing the X represented an oath to fulfill obligations specified in the document. The X and the kiss eventually 
became synonymous. 
 

5. WHY:   Why is shifting responsibility to someone else called 'passing the buck'? 
BECAUSE:   In card games, it was once customary to pass an item, called a buck, from player to player to indicate 
whose turn it was to deal.  If a player did not wish to assume the responsibility of dealing, he would  'pass the buck' to 
the next player. 
 

6. WHY:    Why do people clink their glasses before drinking a toast? 
BECAUSE:   In earlier times it used to be common for someone to try to kill an enemy by offering him a poisoned 
drink.  To prove to a guest that a drink was safe, it became customary for a guest to pour a small amount of his drink 
into the glass of the host.  Both men would drink it simultaneously. When a guest trusted his host, he would only touch 
or clink the host's glass with his own. 
 

7. WHY:   Why are people in the public eye said to be 'in the limelight'? 
BECAUSE:   Invented in 1825, limelight was used in lighthouses and theatres by burning a cylinder of lime which pro-
duced a brilliant light. In the theatre, a performer 'in the limelight' was the centre of attention. 
 

8. WHY:   Why is someone who is feeling great 'on cloud nine'? 
BECAUSE   Types of clouds are numbered according to the altitudes they attain, with nine being the highest cloud. If 
someone is said to be on cloud nine, that person is floating well above worldly cares. 
 

9. WHY:   In golf, where did the term 'Caddie' come from? 
BECAUSE:   When Mary Queen of Scots went to France as a young girl, Louis, King of France, learned that she loved 
the Scots game 'golf.' He had the first course outside of Scotland built for her enjoyment.  To make sure she was 
properly chaperoned (and guarded) while she played, Louis hired cadets from a military school to accompany 
her.  Mary liked this a lot and when she returned to Scotland (not a very good idea in the long run), she took the prac-
tice with her.  In French, the word cadet is pronounced ‘ca-day' and the Scots changed it into caddie. 
 

10. WHY:   Why are many coin collection jar banks shaped like pigs? 
BECAUSE:   Long ago, dishes and cookware in Europe were made of dense orange clay called 'pygg'. When people 
saved coins in jars made of this clay, the jars became known as 'pygg banks.'  When an English potter misunderstood 
the word, he made a container that resembled a pig.  And it caught on. 
 
And now you know the origins of some of our strange customs ..... 

A Texan walks into a pub in Ireland and clears his voice 
to the crowd of drinkers. He says “I hear you Irish are a 
bunch of hard drinkers.  I’ll bet $5,000 that nobody here 
can drink 10 pints of Guinness back to back”.   The room 
is quiet and no one takes up the Texan’s offer.  One man 
even leaves.   Thirty minutes later the same man who left 
shows up and taps the Texan on the shoulder, “Is you bet 
still good?” asks the Irishman. 
The Texan says yes and asks the bar tender to line up 10 
pints of Guinness.  Immediately the Irishman tears into all 
10 pints, drinking them all back to back them.  The other 
pub patrons cheer as the Texan sits in dumb amazement.   
The Texan gives the Irishman the $5,000 and says “If ya 
don’t mind me askin, where did you go for that thirty 
minutes you were gone?” 
The Irishman replied “Oh……I had to go to the pub down 
the road to see if I could do it first”. 

Kingsdon  
100+ Club 

April Draw Winners 
 
 

The Draw was made by  
Jon Chorley-Lugg at the  
Village Shop on 1st May 

 

1st No. 59   
£15  David Black 

 

2nd No. 18   
£10 Christine Clifford 

 

3rd No. 4   
£5  Richard Elliott 
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A thoughtful Scottish Hus-
band was putting his coat and 
hat on to make his way down 
to the local pub,  
 

He turned to his wee wife be-
fore leaving and said, ‘ Mag-
gie - put your hat and coat on, 
lassie.’  '  
 

She replied,  'Awe Jock 
that's  nice - are you taking me 
tae the pub with you?  '  
 

 ‘Nay,’ Jock replied  ‘I'm turn-
ing  the heat off while I'm 
out.'  
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Fly-tipping 
 

If you pay someone to dispose of your rubbish it is your responsibil-
ity to ensure they are licenced.  If you don’t and it is fly-tipped you 

are still responsible for that waste and face prosecution! 
 
Fly-tipping ‘duty of care’ case costs woman £188   A £40 deal to get rid 
of rubbish cost a Somerset woman £188 in a case highlighting the duty 
of care every individual and business has over their waste even after it 
has left their premises. 
 

In the latest example of coordinated action by all Somerset councils that 
is helping drive down figures for illegal dumping, Nicola Watson, aged 

34, of Sunnymead, Bridgwater, was fined £73 wth a £20 victim surcharge and £95 costs after her waste was fly-
tipped. 
 

The successful case is the most recent in a series of prosecutions brought over fly-tipping. 
 

In another duty of care case, Wayne Clapp, aged 33, of Catalan Way, North Petherton, was fined £150 with a £20 
victim surcharge in February after his waste was fly-tipped under the Huntworth Viaduct by men he paid to remove 
rubbish. 
 

In November last year, Yvonne Rutherford, of Lisieux Way, Taunton, was ordered to pay fines and costs totalling 
£397 for dumping rubbish in Bower Lane, Bridgwater. 
 

In January, Leon Stevens, 38, of St John's Road, Frome, admitted fly-tipping in East Woodlands and was given a con-
ditional discharge and ordered to pay £250 of costs.  
 

And in April, van driver Florin Marcel Lacatusu, aged 33, of Rockwell Green, Wellington, was fined £600 for fly-
tipping, with £150 costs and £60 victim surcharge fee for dumping rubbish into a nature reserve near Waterrow.  
 

In the latest case, Watson admitted at Somerset magistrates sitting in Taunton on 12 May that she had failed to take 
reasonable measures to ensure the transfer of household waste to an authorised person. 
After neighbours' complaints about rubbish, she paid men to take away waste that was later fly-tipped in a ditch be-
tween Rhode Lane and Dancing Hill in Bridgwater. She added: "I was not aware of the law. I am guilty of not check-
ing that they were the right people."   The fly-tippers did not even finish what they were paid to do, the court heard.  
Prosecuting for Sedgemoor District Council, solicitor Nigel Osborne said: "She had paid three men £40 to dispose of 
the material for her. They took half of the refuse and stated they would return for the remainder but never did. 
 

He added: “Fly-tipping is a serious offence … its blight is not only visual but can often have serious health and safety 
implications, and the costs of dealing with it are substantial.” 
 

Collection Dates for Kingsdon  
in June 

 

Recycling:    
All Tuesdays in June    

    

Wheelie Bins:              
 Tuesday 10th,  Tuesday 24th,  

 

Garden Waste Collection: 
Tuesday 3rd & Tuesday 17th 
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FREE FREE FREE 

 

Surfboard/windsurfer, 3.2metres long. Could do the job of a paddle board too! It is on our drive way at Ridge House, 
Frog Lane, down from the pub and I'm very happy for people to come and look, if it suits your needs it is yours!! 
Andre on 07880712828. 

Western Lupus Group 
 

On behalf of the Western Lupus Group I would like to say a big thank you to all of you who have donated stamps via 
the Community Shop to help us raise funds for research into this as yet incurable disease. 
 

Please keep you stamps coming in, you will find an envelope to put these in pinned up in the shop. 
 

Thank you 
Linda 

Kingsdon Cricket Club 
Results 

 
 

4th May  
Away to Queen Camel - Lost 
 

Queen Camel 190 - 8 
(K. Morgan 3 - 41) 
Kingsdon 116 
(J. Russon 23) 

11th May 
Away to Dinder - Won 
 

Kingsdon 147 
(J. Russon 45, J. Brock 26, J. 
Schofield 24n.o.) 
Dinder 131  
(B. Carlisle 3 - 23) 

18th May 
Home to Ditcheat - Won 
 

Kingsdon 127 - 8  
(J. Russon 25) 
Ditcheat 113 



Advertising in the Kingsdon Chronicle 
 

As from 1st January all business  adverts  measuring 
3” x 3”  will be charged at £30 per annum.    Larger 
sizes will  be charged proportionately.  Personal ad-
vertising will remain free.  Please contact Wally for  
information and  to advertise. Tel 01935 841444                                                  
Email  wallyelliott@hotmail.com  

Babysitter - Pollyanna Wright 
   

Pollyana is 17 yrs and  lives in Kingsdon. She is available 
most nights.   Her contact no is 07875328703 

Looking for a window cleaner? 
 

Kingsdon Village Community Shop committee would like to 
thank Dan and co from Dan’s Window Cleaners for doing 
such an excellent job of cleaning out the gutters of the old 
primary school.  Dan's window cleaning also comes highly 
recommended. If you would like to be added to their 
Kingsdon round call 0757 8787456. Page 11 

All Building & Maintenance work undertaken: 
 
 
                                   
 
 
 
 
 

For a 
FREE Quote Call: 

Jonathan Chorley-Lugg on 07973 200 009 
or call at Kingsdon House, Kingsdon. 

      Extensions 
      Conversions 
      Refurbishments 
      Landscaping 
      Property Maintenance 
      General Home Improvement 

A.D.M. STONEMASON 

Manor Road, Kingsdon 
 

All stonework undertaken, new works and all  
repairs and re-pointing. 

 
General Building & Maintenance              

works carried out 
 

Free Quotes / Advice contact  
Alan (37 yrs experience) 

 
Tel 01935 840839  /  07733590971 



Somerton Summer Arts Festival 2014 
 

What is the Somerton Summer Arts Festival? 
 

A 9 day festival organised by a committee of volunteers who live in Somerton, providing entertainment and art 
to all those who live in and around the area. 
Running from the 11th – 19th of July 2014, the festival is now in its 27th year and continues to offer entertain-
ment to the community with a wide range of events including: Market Day, a fun day for all the family, a wide 
range of music, art & photography exhibition, talks & workshops, drama, quiz night, variety show and come-
dy. 
This year we are supporting young local talent in both the marquee and local pubs plus having some “free tick-

et” events. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Summer Celebration in the Marquee. Chr istians from all the churches of Somerton invite you to rejoice 
in the wonderful gifts God gives to his people, this year includes the Yeovil Gospel Choir.    
Sunday 13th July  Free Event 
 
Red Priest perform the Red Hot Baroque Show, an electr ifying mar r iage of classical music with the lat-
est light and video technology. An extraordinary acoustic foursome perform a “break-all-rules, rock-chamber 
concert approach to early music”.                                                                                                                       
Saturday 12th July, St Michaels Church 
 
Somerton Festival Band perform a wide reper toire of music including classical, film music, novelty items 
and Broadway and West-End shows.                                                                                            
Wednesday 16th July, St Michaels Church 
 
The Rivertones Harmony Chorus per form barbershop harmony chorus, an evening of pure magic and 
entertainment from song writers such as Irving Berlin, Fats Waller, The Beatles, Gershwin and many more.   
Thursday 17th July, St Michaels Church 

 
 

 
We hope you enjoy this year’s festival. 

For more information, please visit our website www.somertonartsfestival.co.uk 
Follow us on Facebook and twitter 
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KINGSDON VILLAGE HALL  2014 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

(DRAFT) Minutes of the Annual General Meeting  held on Friday 16th May 2014  in the Village Hall ,  Kingsdon  at 
7.00pm. 
Present: Mrs M Elliott – Chairman, Mr David Thomson - Secretary,  Mr Ian Dibben- Treasurer,  Mr W Elliott, Mr A 
Toms  and  5 Kingsdon Village Residents 
 

Apologies:   Apologies had been received from Mr  T Owen.. 
 

1 Introduction by Chairman:  Mrs Mar ilyn Elliott  welcomed all of those present and thanked them for their con-
tinued support. It was a particular pleasure to welcome 5 residents, compared to one resident last year. 2013/14 had 
been another  good year with a number of improvements achieved and bookings generally  holding up,  with contin-
ued very good feedback on the Hall  facilities. In fact, some new bookings had been secured from visiting guests of 
existing bookings. 
 

2  Minutes of AGM held on 17th May 2013:  The Chairman reviewed the minutes of the 2013 Annual General 
Meeting. It was agreed by all present that the minutes represented an accurate and true record of the meeting. A mo-
tion of acceptance was carried by those present.  
 

3. Matters Arising 
3.1 The new Notice Board had now been sited adjacent to the former school site 
3.2 Awaiting quote for internal window frame repairs - store room. 
3.3 Electricity meters had been re-installed giving much clearing readings, with resulting admin improvements 
3.4 Hall Hire rates and Electricity charges had been raised during the year , as agreed 
3.5 A little income had been raised from the Village Calendar project.. all considered this to be a worthwhile exercise 
with Kngsdon calendars now spanning the world. 
3.6 Initial historical research work had been completed on the War Memorial names within the Village Hall but some 
disparities had emerged, for example between the Church recordings and the existing  village hall names. This could 
be offered as a sponsorship project type research exercise for an interested villager. Details to appear on the new vil-
lage web site. 
 

4  Secretary’s Review:  NB: The Secretary’s review was not issued.    The Management Committee had met twice 
during the year to ensure the smooth running of the Village  Hall, on behalf of Kingsdon Parish Council. An AGM 
was held as per the constitution. Both meetings were fully minuted , with minutes being published within the month-
ly  Kingsdon Chronicle.    The Village Hall is a registered charity ( Reg No: 304570, 23-05-1962 ), and remains  zero 
rated for council tax. The hall is fully  licensed for music by the PRS and is fully insured under  a bespoke Village 
Halls’ scheme. Bristol Fire undertook an annual survey and inspection during  February 2014. Full details of the Vil-
lage Hall facilities and capabilities have been submitted for inclusion within the proposed village web site. Further 
details available upon request from the Secretary. 
The Secretary  has prepared a calendarised summary listing  of all the administrative duties with full contact infor-
mation. This had been  issued to all committee members. 
 

5 Treasurer’s Report:  The Treasurer  presented  the audited annual accounts  .  Copies are available from the 
Treasurer. At the end of the financial , year a positive balance of £6,023 ( £6282) remained to be carried forward.  
Bank Account current =  £ 1,001 (£262)  Savings Account =  £5,022 (£6,020)  NB: transfer of £1000 during 2013/14 
Total =£6023  (£ 6,282)   Income  2013/14 = £5,788 (£4,286) (£4,630)   Expenditure 2013/14 = £ 4,787 (£6,387) 
(£5,551)    2013/14 income was helped by the increased  Hall Hire rates  of £10 (£8) and £18 (£15) and the new rates 
did not seem to have been a problem amongst the regular users who had been consulted  fully understood. Electricity 
was charged at £0.18p (£0.15p). This resulted in annual hall hire rates up by £300, and electricity up by £800 (other 
factors). Final analysis therefore shows a loss of £900 against last year’s £2000 ( included high maintenance spend). 
In view of the above changes, a surplus is expected for 2014/15. 
The Treasurer felt that a more structured and planned approach to regular, short-term and medium/long term mainte-
nance was needed. (see Item 7) 
 

6  Chairman’s Assessment:   Marilyn Elliott reported as follows:  Bookings had been maintained with new 
bookings often emerging from current users and/or their guests. Feedback on the Hall’s facilities remained very posi-
tive. Some issues had been raised about the floor cleaning and rubbish disposal but these had been resolved. The vil-
lage web site (VH advert feature) would undoubtedly be a great benefit and should be progressed quickly if possible. 
The hall continues to be used regularly by the following organisations: 
Charlton Short Mat Balls Club, Kingsdon Table Tennis Group, Kingsdon Ladies’ Group, Kingsdon Seniors’ Group, 
The Art Club, Yeovil District Canine Society,  and Kingsdon  Parish Council. Celebratory parties continue to be a 
popular weekend booking.   New enquiries are still  received and hirer feedback is often very good ,with the kitchen 
facilities in particular  praised.   The fees remain very attractive despite the increase and the facilities generally ac-
ceptable. 
It was hoped that the new village web site might provide new interest/awareness/publicity of the VH facilties availa-
ble. The Chairman was instructed  to formally write to the PC complaining about the 2-3 year delay. (also to check 
that the proposed web-site is “mobile access” friendly). 
The VH 2013/14 annual report had been issued to the Parish Council. 
Finally, The Chairman    recorded her thanks to the Management Committee members and other village  volunteers 
for  their individual/collective  efforts and help during the year. 
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6.1 Village Hall LIFESPAN 
The committee had decided to formally review this issue.. a structural survey would be undertaken and completed by a 
local builder. This should provide a realistic view of what the future options may be for the building . (ie repair and 
maintain or rebuild). Within the 106 fund from the former  Manor School, £17000 would be allocated to the Village 
Hall, once 3 dwellings had been sold 
 

6.2 The Future 
The Committee had decided to prepare a planned and projected maintainance plan document to cover the Village Hall 
moving forward. Guy Osborne had volunteered to undertake the maintenance organisation/supervision role. Immediate 
maintenanace issues for consideration included: Flooring, Windows, Fixed Wiring Inspection as well as the structural 
survey already agreed.  
A monthly audit of “Fittings”  was also discussed, for example; Fire Extinguishers, Medical Box, kitchen equipment, 
electrical dating etc. 
Agreed that a VH Action Sub-Committee would be established to provide monthly focus on the achievement of these 
tasks. M/Cmtee to discuss the proposal further and implement. 
Finally, The Chairman    recorded her thanks to the current Management Committee Members and other village  vol-
unteers for  their individual/collective  efforts and help during the year. 
 

7 Question Time 
Questions had been raised and answered during the course of the meeting. 
 

8 Election of Officers 
The following Officers indicated that they were willing to stand for a further year’s service term and were duly  re-
appointed, unopposed: 
Marilyn Elliott – Chairman 
David Thomson – Secretary 
Ian Dibben –  Treasurer 
New members: Shirley Singleton ( Ladies’) and Guy Osborne were duly voted onto the committee unopposed.  
The Chairman thanked retiring committee member Marilyn St. Clair (Ladies’) for her four years of enthusiastic ser-
vice.. 
Villager Martin Singleton expressed his thanks, on behalf of Kingsdon,  to the whole committee and for their work 
over the past year in keeping the Hall running and maintained. He expressed the hope that the hall would continue and 
prosper. 
 

There being no further business, The Chairman thanked those present and closed the  meeting  at 7.40pm. 
 

For General Information:  
The VH Management Committee manages Kingdson  Village Hall for and on behalf of Kingsdon Parish Council. An 
annual report is issued to the PC and an AGM is held,  to which all villagers are invited to  attend and fully participate. 
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KINGSDON VILLAGE HALL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

(DRAFT) Minutes of the Management Committee Meeting on Friday 16th May  2014 @ The Village Hall 7.45pm. 
 

Present:   Mrs M Elliott – Chairman,  Mr I Dibbed - Treasurer,  Mr D Thomson – Secretary,  Mr W Elliott,  Mrs S 
Singleton – Ladies’ Club,  Mr A Toms,  Mr G Osborne. 
 

1: Apologies:   Mr T Owen. 
 

2: Minutes of the Last MCM Meeting:  Minutes of the last VH Management Committee Meeting held Wednes-
day 8th January 2014 were accepted and duly signed as an accurate record of the meeting.   Draft minutes had been 
published in The Kingsdon Chronicle as previously agreed.   
 

3: Matters Arising:  
 

3.1 Electrical Works: All completed with the re-siting of the meters and additional sockets (internal and external). 
Meter readings seem to be better recorded, so all working well now. Completed 
 

3.2 Store Room:  The (green) chairs have been removed and re-stored on the stage, and the room is much safer and 
clearer now. Completed 
 

3.3 Village Web Site:  The Committee recorded their  utter  dismay at the delay on this project ( 2-3 years) as it 
had been hoped that the proposed web site would have been of great benefit to the Hall, and village some time ago. 
Agreed that the PC should be approached directly and formally. 
In the event of further delay, it was agreed to investigate placing the VH content on a separate domain/web site and 
paying a monthly fee. (Noted: To ensure Mobile friendly connectivity.)    Actions: ME. 
 

3.3 Notice Board:  The new notice board in a more central village location had been completed. 
 

3.4 Store Room:  Quote for  the work required received.   Action: ME and ID 
 

3.5 Community Shop:  The shop opened on March 6th and is running extremely successfully with a   fiscal turn-
over of over £700 per week. A café facility would open on Monday 26th May. Due to this success, there would be no 
meeting room facilities as originally proposed. Mr D Thomson welcomed this change of plan, which he felt had been a 
threat to the continued operation/viability of the VH. 
 



3.6 Hall Bookings:  The Chairman repor ted on the weekly bookings activities. There are regular  bookings but 
they do not cover every weekday and there is still availability at the end of the week. It was still  hoped that the complet-
ed village web site would be beneficial in selling the excellent  hall facilities ( and safe parking)  to a wider geographical 
catchment area. The committee agreed to focus on weekend (party) bookings to generate revenues. It was agreed that 
regular bookings could not be accepted at the weekends and that the PC request for Friday evening meetings would be 
declined (with notice). 
 

3.7 War Memorial:   The committee thanked Elaine Owen for  the extensive work in researching/ identifying the 
named individuals. From this work, it had transpired that only one name had lived in the village, but not at the time of 
the war. It was noted that there is a Memorial Plot in the church and that some of the names are duplications from 
Somerton. Agreed that  more research work was required and that this might be offered as a project to an interested vil-
lager. (Advert in KC)   Action: ME 
 

3.8 Trees:  The tree outside the rear  fire door  was inter -twined with the electricity supply line and was there-
fore  becoming a potential problem . Mr G Osborne to investigate and action.    Action: GO 
 

3.9 Monthly Reviews/Audit:   Mr I Dibben felt more regular   focus was required on the maintenance and H&S is-
sues around the facility. A formal monthly review/inspection would be beneficial. 
 

3.10 Take Art:   The event had been held on 15th February and had been a great success, with a useful contr ibu-
tion to hall funds. The 2014 proposed Take Art dates clashed with the PC bookings, and it was decided to decline regu-
lar weekend  bookings in future and focus bookings/promotion on weekend events/parties etc. ( especially with the new 
web site listing). Agreed.  Action: Inform PC - ME 
 

4. Finance:  Mr I Dibben issued a full and comprehensive cur rent   financial statement and review. The plan was to 
secure and maintain a small annual operating surplus. Following the raised hire and electric charges, this was now antic-
ipated for 2014/15.    Copies of the  detailed audited accounts are available on request  from the Secretary 
 

5.  Projects:  Mr I Dibben  repeated his concern over the lack of an overall strategic direction for the hall, with planned 
short, medium and long term (maintenance) plans in place. It was noted that until the structural survey was completed 
and the hall’s realistic  life-span was known, only on-going maintenance was realistic ( Agreed previously). The survey 
would be completed shortly. 
However, Mr I Dibben felt that the committee needed to be more pro-active and focussed on  the  (daily/weekly) opera-
tional management of the hall – particularly maintenance and H&S.  Agreed to establish a new and additional formal 
sub-committee to: 
(1) Provide focus on all actions agreed at the MCM (AGM),   
and  
(2) Undertake formal monthly H&S  inspections and maintenance routines. 
This would be a formal monthly meeting, to be fully documented and recorded. To be named: The Village Hall Action 
Committee. (VHAC).  To meet first Monday Monthly. Minutes to be issued. 
 

6. VHAC:  The following appointments were agreed:  Chairman: ME,  Secretary: ID,  Members: GO, WE, AT. 
 

7. Health and Safety:  Discussed above, but to become a mandatory agenda item.  
 

8. Any Other Business: 
 

8.1 Car Park:  Considerable weed  growth remained  . Mr T Owen was kindly asked to continue with his work.    Ac-
tion: TO 
 

8.2 Rubbish:  Yeovil Canine had been very co-operative on this issue and the problem was now dealt with. 
 

8.3 Notice Board:   This would shor tly require attention. 
 

9.  Date of Next Meetings: 
 

9.1 Management Committee meetings: ( MCM) 
Thursday 8th January 2015 
Thursday 14th May 2015 
 

9.2 Annual General Meeting: (AGM) 
Thursday 14th May 2015 
There being no further business, the Chairman thanked those in attendance and 
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DRAFT MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON ANNUAL PARISH MEETING                                  
HELD ON  THURSDAY MAY 8th 2014 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.00pm 

 

Present:    Mr A Masters (Chairman); Mrs. A Saunders (Vice-Chairman); D. Morris, M. Clode, and P. Waters 
(Parish Councillors); Mr. D. Ruddle (County Councillor); Mrs. K Hatt (Parish Clerk) plus 10 parishioners.               
Apologies: Mr. J . Calver t (Distr ict Councillor ) 
 

Minutes of the previous meeting:   The minutes of the previous Annual Par ish meeting held on May 9th 2013 
were read, agreed and signed. There were no matters arising from the minutes. 
 

Chairman’s Report:   The Chairman, Mr  A Masters, gave the following repor t:   It is disappointing that Council 
has operated with two vacancies throughout most of the year despite continually advertising the post. However Phillip 
Waters has latterly volunteered, and has been co-opted onto the council, introducing a younger element which is very 
encouraging. 
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The precept for the year has been set at £8000. This covers routine expenses and additional costs such as the repair of 
walls to the recreational field and village pound and setting up a village web site. This also includes an allowance for 
un-predicted circumstances. The annual grant to the village church has been increased by £100 to £500. All 31 allot-
ments have been let for £217 for the forthcoming year. We have Mick Conway to thank for replacing the allotment 
gate at no expense. 
 

Wally has done a splendid job mowing the recreational field for which we are all extremely grateful not forgetting the 
work Phil & Simon do, cutting the verges and the village green. 
 

As a result of parishioners’ concern regarding the speed of traffic in the village, County Highways set up a speed mon-
itor which has shown that speeds are within limits. 
 

Council have spent considerable time documenting procedures relating to Code of Conduct, Standing orders, Freedom 
of information etc which have been duly adopted. 
 

Also, a vote of thanks to Mike Brown for all the work on the children’s playground. Thanks to John Yates and team 
for all their work on the telephone box. 
 

Report from Dean Ruddle (County councilor):  It has been a frenetic fir st year  since I was elected to represent 
Somerton and the surrounding areas. Compton Dundon ,Keinton Mandeville, Long Sutton, The Charlton’s, Barton St 
David, Kingsdon and Kingweston on Somerset’s County Council. 
Although my first year has been a rite of passage and a rude awakening to local party politics it has been my privilege 
to represent and serve us all at County Hall, whilst continuing to sit on Somerton Town Council as chairman of the 
access and highways committee. I enjoy attending similar meetings around this Division to keep me fully briefed on 
the difficulties and challenges we all face in these difficult economic times. 
 

It is against this background that I, as a one of 55 County Councillors, have had to be party to some very difficult deci-
sions especially in respect of necessary cuts to public services. In endeavouring to maintain current spending on edu-
cation and welfare we have focused on eliminating waste, and bringing about efficiency savings. This has allowed us 
to freeze Council Tax for the last four years and I hope this will continue. 
 

We have been left with a monumental £350m debt legacy, equivalent to more than £1,500 for each and every house-
hold in Somerset. We are working hard to reduce this liability so as we will be able to cope with future cut backs. 
Each year county councillors get given an allowance to give to worthwhile causes in their parishes. 
This allowance was cut back in 2013 from £10,000 to £5,000. 
I decided that this money should be divided up equally to all parishes, so to this end £700.00 was given to 
Kingsdon. 
 

Those who know me will attest to the fact that I am a man of my word and ready to fight our corner whatever the 
odds. My time is your time.  I hold a morning ‘Surgery’ on the third Saturday of every month in the White Hart Inn, 
Somerton 9.30 - 12.30 and look forward to touching base with more of you then. In any event, please do contact Anne 
Yates using her Email address, anne.yates@btinternet.com, or telephone (01458 274 865) and I will be in touch. 
 

Report by District Councillor John Calvert:  None was provided by John Calver t. 
 

Village Hall Report by Marilyn Elliott:   The Management Committee have met twice in the year  to maintain 
the smooth running of the village hall.  
Since the last meeting Belinda Moger has finished as cleaner, her mother Yvette taking over the job. 
Due to the increase in the cost of running and maintaining the hall it has been necessary to increase the hire charges, 
the first increase in nearly ten years. 
The hall is regularly used by Short Mat Bowls, Table Tennis, Ladies Club, Seniors Club, Art Club, Yeovil District 
Canine Society, Keep Fit classes, All Saints’ Church and The Parish Council. The hall was used on 327 occasions. 
Winslow Bassham has carried out a full survey of the electrics in the hall and has a priority schedule of work that will 
be carried over the next year.  He has already repositioned the meters for ease of reading.  
A new 120w equivalent LED bulb has also been fitted in the store room to aid reading of the meters. 
In the hall the spot bulbs in the beams have been replaced with LED bulbs due to the old type continually becoming 
defective. A 6’ florescent tube and fittings has been fitted at the rear of the hall replacing a defective 8’ tube. As a re-
sult of an EU directive 8’ tubes are no longer made. 
The Village Hall AGM is to be held on Friday 16th May to which everyone is welcome. 
 

Neighbourhood Watch Report by Martin Singleton, Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator:  
Since last year’s report to the Parish Council I am only aware of the theft of some domestic heating oil, three gas cyl-
inders from Kingsdon Woods and a vehicle from Lodge Road.  
I had to replace the Neighbourhood Watch Sign in Kingsdon Hill twice due to damage caused by high winds. 
Fiona Wilson remains our PCSO   The Kingsdon Chronicle and e-mails have also been used successfully to circulate 
relevant information to residents, for which we thank Wally Elliott. Anyone who does not yet receive such e-mails 
and wishes to do so should ask Wally to add them to his list. Further items of interest relating to Neighbourhood 
Watch will be displayed on the notice board in our Community Shop.  We must however not be complacent and be 
always vigilant as to our surroundings. In an emergency dial  999 or if you have information about any crime, phone 
the police on 101 (This has a connection charge of  15p, none of which goes to the police) or you can call anonymous-
ly to the independent charity  CRIMESTOPPERS 0800 555 111. For general information about Neighbourhood 
Watch nationally there is a website www.ourwatch.org.uk  
 



 

Kingsdon Chronicle report by Wally Elliott: 
The Chronicle has continued to be published monthly without fail, as it has since it was first published on 15th Octo-
ber 2007. This month’s issue will be the 82nd. 
All printing and paper costs have been financed by 100+ Club, which 120 people have joined, together with voluntary 
contributions and the annual contribution from the Parish Council. 
Income for 2013 was £1,808, expenditure was £1,319 resulting in a surplus for the year of £489 
In January this year I had major computer problems, Alan Hayward of DC Computer Repairs diagnosed major damage 
to the hard drive.   In order to carry on producing the Chronicle a new computer had to be purchased together with an 
external memory which cost £570.  Added to this I now have a monthly software charge of £7.99.  This charge means 
I always have the latest versions. 
As of 1st May 2014 the balance was £1,037 
Anticipated expenditure for the remainder of the year is £1,000 and income of £300. 
It is not too late to join the 100+ club, application forms are available from me. 
 

Kingsdon Cricket Club report by Marilyn Elliott (Club Chairman): 
Since the last report the new pavilion has been used for home games since April 2013. There is however still some 
work to be done such as installing wash basins. A rainwater tank and pipe work has been installed for flushing the toi-
lets. 
Connection to the main’s electricity and water, two very costly items, will be done as and when the finance is availa-
ble.  A gang mower is also urgently required to reduce grass cutting costs and this is high on our shopping list. 
The day to day cost of running the club has continued to increase.  Last year ground maintenance cost over £1,000, 
Insurance £900 and already this year machinery maintenance and repairs have cost £676 and new practice nets almost 
£100.  This has meant players have had to endure a further substantial increase in their annual subscriptions to £140. In 
2 years this has increased by 40%  
I would like to thank those generous residents who have supported the club financially by becoming Vice-presidents 
and have helped out to just keep our heads above water! 
Anyone who would like to join as a Member or Vice-President would be more than welcome. 
The Club will be holding a Halloween Barn Dance on 31st October 
 

T. Masters asked for any issues or comments that the parishioners wished to be discussed, there was none raised. 
The meeting ended at 7.15pm. 

MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD 
ON  THURSDAY MAY 8th 2014 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.00pm 

 

Present:  Mr T. Masters (Chairman); Mrs. A Saunders (Vice-Chairman); D. Morris, M. Clode, and P. Wa-
ters  (Parish Councillors); Mr D. Ruddle (County Councillor); Mrs K Hatt (Parish Clerk) plus 12 parishioners. 
Apologies: Mr J . Calver t (Distr ict Councillor ) 
 

Minutes: The minutes of the previous meeting were confirmed read, approved and signed. 
 

1. Election of Chairman 
Nominations for the position of Chairman of Kingsdon Parish Council were called for. 
Mrs Angela Saunders was proposed by Mel Clode and seconded by Dave Morris. 
There were no other nominations and Mrs Angela Saunders was duly elected, all were in favour. 
 

2. Election of Deputy Chairman 
Nominations for the position of Deputy Chairman of Kingsdon Parish Council were called for. 
Mr T Masters was proposed by Mel Clode and seconded by Angie Saunders . 
There were no other nominations and Mr T Masters was duly elected, all were in favour. 
 

3. Confirmation of Councillors’ specific areas of responsibility 
Mr M Clode agreed to continue with the position of SSDC Parish Environmental Warden. 
Trees and pathways- Mr D Morris 
Recreation Field – Phil Waters 
Maintenance, grass verges – Phil Waters 
Highways – Vacant at the moment 
Website – Mel Clode liaising until appropriate person nominated  
Other issues – Tony Masters 
Insurance and finance - the Financial Officer, Angie Saunders 
 

4. Presentation of accounts 
The Annual Return for 2013-2014, as required by the External Auditor, has been completed and signed off by the Par-
ish Council’s internal auditor Ian Dibben.  
Ian was thanked on the Council’s behalf, for giving his time so generously throughout the past year, to make sure that 
all is in order. 
The Annual return is now ready for signing by the Chairman at this meeting, in readiness for despatch, as per the in-
structions from External Auditor. With the relevant information of the audit being displayed on the parish notice board 
at the correct time, as instructed by the External Auditor. 
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Balances as at 31March 2014 -  Current account- £193.16, Business saver £9431.92 including a grand sum of £5.40 
interest and the Children’s account £12,102.44 which includes grants already received for the new play equipment.  
All as shown on the end of year Bank reconciliation that is required for the annual audit Accounts are with Barclays 
bank. 
The budget, in readiness for precept application, is carefully considered by Councillors. 
There are items that the District and County Council are no longer able to provide, that now will have to be funded by 
the Parish Council, for instance, repairs to and trimming of the verges.  
Kingsdon is lucky in that we have benevolent parishioners who carry out some of the tasks quietly and without public-
ity and we thank them most sincerely for this. 
Legal advice has been sought on the way that the Council’s accounting procedures are dealt with and presented and 
they been deemed totally satisfactory.  
T. Masters asked for any questions, none were asked. 
 

5. Future meeting dates 
Tony questioned if moving to Fridays was alright for parishioners. It was stated that it was largely the council’s deci-
sion and will be worth it if Antony Colton will definitely rejoin if it’s moved. 
Dean Ruddle was asked if available and he said it probably wouldn’t make any difference. 
It was concluded to try it and see but keep a check if the hall becomes available on another night. 
The following dates, and start time of 7.30pm was proposed by Angie Saunders, seconded by Mel Clode. All The fol-
lowing dates, and start time of 7.30pm was proposed by Angie Saunders, seconded by Mel Clode. All were in favour. 
Agreed as follows: 
Friday July 11th 2014   Friday September 12th 2014 
Friday November 14th 2014  Friday January 9th 2015 
Friday March 13th 2015               Friday May 8th 2015 
The meeting ended at 7.30pm. 
The Parish Bi-monthly meeting was held immediately afterwards. 

MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON BI-MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON  THURSDAY 
8th May 2014 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.00pm 

Parishioner comment time: 
A.Saunders explained that we are now reverting to 20mins at start of meeting for parishioner comments, once counci-
lors have started the meeting it will be for councilors only to debate. Regretfully we have had to revert to this instead 
of comments throughout the meeting. No comments were expressed on agenda items. 
Present: Mrs. A Saunders (Chairman); Mr . T Masters (Vice-Chairman); D. Morris, P. Waters, M. Clode (Parish 
Councillors); Mr D. Ruddle (County Councillor); Mrs. K Hatt (Parish Clerk) plus 11 parishioners. 
1. Apologies: Mr. J . Calver t (Distr ict Councillor ). 
 

Chairman 
Thanks were given to Tony for his 40 years’ service on the Kingsdon Parish Council. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest: T. Masters declared an interest in item 4, the former  pr imary school sport field. 
 

3. Minutes: The minutes having been previously circulated were approved and agreed. 
 

4. Former Primary School sports field - sited at the (north west) junction of Mow Barton Road and Lower Road  and 
diagonally opposite the Village Hall. 
 

4.1 D.Morris updated us on the progress so far and the current situation.  
There is not a significant update at the moment. John Calvert has been the most recent contact. Mel Clode has been 
tracking down funding and grants now it is clear that we have a right to buy it. 
John was going to make his own enquiries as to where best to target enquiries. 
Contact will now be made to John again as of his absence at tonight’s meeting. 
Dean Ruddle said that he and John will be meeting David Huxtable to ask county council if they will give slightly 
longer to raise the money to buy the field. We officially have 6 months, Dean is trying to give us 12 or 18 months 
grace on this. Dave Morris was under the impression that Charlie Fields had granted this. Meeting is on the 13th May. 
Dean asked what figure we were working to? They are working towards £50,000. But the valuation has come in at 
£20.000/£25,000. We are still awaiting an official figure. 
School has no bearing on field what so ever. They have been granted a long term lease. The field has been locked up 
because of travellers, by the estate manager. 
 
5. Highways: 
5.1 Grass verges and parking:  Mel Clode had a meeting with John Nicholson. Tarmac has been put down on 
corner of Lotment Hill. Parking spaces will be created in middle road and underwood road, and entrance to village will 
be tarmacked. 
Once ditch is dug out on Mowbarton Road, we can then create the car park space which will then mean verges can be 
done. He is providing the top soil. Trees can be planted on them to prevent people from parking on them and ruining 
them. Entrance to Lytes Cary will be made a passing place. Signs will also be put in place so people know what is a 
passing place and what it not. 
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6. Children’s Play Area/Equipment:  The following update from Mike Brown was read out:  As you may have 
seen, the initial groundworks for the swings area has started. The turf has been removed, Austin Attwell has excavated 
the area to provide a flat surface and the turf will be going back on imminently. I will then use grass seed around the 
area where required and I will also cordon off this corner to hopefully keep children off, reduce footfall and allow it to 
recover as soon as possible. Unfortunately the bench had to be removed to allow the correct size level area, with the 
gradual slope around. It has been removed whole and the equipment installers are happy to re-site it for us. I propose 
that it is re-sited next to the new ship, i.e. to the left of the gate. This then has one bench on each side of the gate, next 
to the major items of equipment.   The main installation is due to commence Tue 27th May, with it taking 7-10 days to 
complete. I will arrange the commissioning inspection by South Somerset District Council at the end, to ensure it com-
plies with the relevant regulations. This inspection will also include the existing equipment to cover the annual inspec-
tion requirement for our insurance. 
I would like to request payment for the following: 
£57.59 - The Hire Shed, Castle Cary. For hire of turf cutter. 
£8,610 - Home Front Limited. 25% deposit for equipment supplier. Balance payable upon satisfactory receipt of com-
missioning report and grant monies from Viridor and SSDC (only payable to us once equipment is installed) 
£420 - Austin Attwell. For ground works and removal of soil/rocks. £22.80 - Mike Brown. For hazard tape and grass 
seed. 
Any questions - please do give me a call! 
Angie Saunders explained that the grant providers have agreed to allow some money to be used for the above, and a 
slightly smaller ship. 
It was asked if a seat was needed by ship if older children use? It was commented that it is for young and old. It was 
decided that the seat to be repositioned by the ship is fine. It may be in the future that we need another seat by swings 
as well. 
 

7. Joining Rural England: 
Do we want to spend this money at the time? What are we getting out of it? 
To be a member it is £29. 
Perhaps we should join it should a problem arrive and if other villages see it as worthwhile. Dean Ruddle commented 
that Somerton are not in it and SALC is definitely worth having. 
 

8. Seat at bus stop: 
Mel Clode met with first bus. Last time it was raised there was problem with depth of curve and wheelchair access. 
The same was said again. Mel suggested what if the seat was where the grit bin is.      We can have a seat there if we 
move the grit bin.   They won’t install it but we need their permissions. There is no room for a shelter.   Phil Waters 
said that a piece of wood can be put into the wall rather than move the grit bin. The owners have said to Phil that this 
would be fine with them.   It has been accepted that there cannot be a full sized seat or shelter.   Phil does not mind 
doing the work to take the top of the wall off and put the bench on. Will only cost £5/£10 for bolts. 
Mel proposed that Phil put a piece of wood into the wall, seconded by Phil Waters, all were in favour. 
 

9. Cheque signing and financial report 
9.1 Financial report by A.Saunders 
Letters of thanks had been received from Victim Support and from Somerset Levels flood relief for the Council’s re-
cent donations 
Tony Masters was thanked for collecting all the allotment rents totaling £217 which have been paid in to the Council’s 
account  
Precept of £8,000 plus council grant of £305 have been received direct into the Council’s account 
The submitted VAT claim for 2013-2014 of £184.95  has been paid direct into the Council’s account 
All these figures are reflected in the following balances. 
 Balances as at 8th May 2014 - General £8375.11; Savings £9431.92; Children’s fund £12102.44 
Insurance premium is due on 1 June. Proposed by A. Saunders the Council take the three year long term agreement 
option at £584.35 per year. This includes cover and public liability for the new play equipment, seconded by Mel 
Clode and all approved. Council noted that the premium benefits from a ‘large sums’  discount. 
The 3 year term would give the Council a more stable view of its future expenditure 
 

 9.2 Cheque signing- paid out of Council 
       Kate Hatt April payment £50 
       Westbury Primary School  £10.00 – copying of Field submissions 
       M. Mojor repair to pound wall  £475.00 
Cheques for signing   
Kate Hatt, Clerk  May and June  payments £50 per month 
Zurich for insurance £584.35 
Salc £87.99 
Accounts for children’s equipment:- FE Attwell £420.00 ground works 
                                                   M.Brown safety equipment £22.80 
                                                   The Hire Shed  £57.59 –turf cutter 
                                                    Home Front £8,610.00 deposit for play equipment 
All these payments were proposed by Mel Clode and seconded by Phillip Waters, all were in favour. 
Clerk was requested to ask Wally about Mics being switched on. 
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.05pm  Page 19 



For Sale  
 

From the Old Creamery - Pine Bedroom Furniture £250 
 

  2 double wardrobes - £100              2 bedside cabinets - £50       
  1 x 4'6'' headboard - £50                   Chest of drawers - £50 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Haskins at Shepton Mallet - solid wood Kitchen Furniture consisting of  4 chairs and table  £150 
 
 
 
 

 
Call 01935 840692 

    if you are interested 
 

Application No: 14/01998/S73       
Applicant: Mr Julian Hutt       
Parish: Kingsdon       
Location: Langlands Farm, Kingsdon, Somerton, TA11 7LL  
Proposal: Application to vary Condition 2 of approved permission 08/02614/FUL, by 
substitution of revised plans, including relocation of garage.(GR 851887/126075) 
Application Status: Pending Consideration 

Kingsdon Village Official Website 
 
It has been brought to the Council's attention that there has been persons directing people to this website. 
Will the people responsible please refrain from doing so as it is not yet up and running and is causing our 
web designer problems. 
 
As soon as it is ready an announcement will be made in the Chronicle along with the person or persons  
responsible for insertions. 
 
Kingsdon Parish Council 
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The Kingsdon Chronicle 
 

The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation.  Cheques payable to ‘The 
Kingsdon Chronicle’   The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers.  Name and address must be supplied but may 
be withheld from publication on request..  The Kingsdon Chronicle reserves the right to edit items for publication. 
Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views of The Kingsdon Chronicle      
production  team. 
Editor:  Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW  Tel 01935 841444,  Mobile 07990673935,                                              
email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com    or   kingsdonchronicle @btinternet.com    
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All Saints Church 
Priest in Charge  
Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029  (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other occasional services) 
Assistant Priest                                                           
Revd Wendy Griffith  Tel 01458 224087                   
Church Warden 
Mrs Bel Allan  Tel. 01935 840878 
Parochial Church Council  
Secretary  Nicholas J. Allan  Tel 01935 840878       Treasurer Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692 
Tower Captain   
Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344 

 
Church Services for  June 
 

Sunday     1st June                         11 a.m.      Family Service                          
Sunday    8th June   (Whitsun)     11 a.m.      Holy Communion         
Sunday  15th June                         11 a.m.      Holy Communion     6 p.m.  Evensong 
Sunday 22nd June                       9.30 a.m.     Holy Communion  
Sunday  29th June                          10 a.m.  Combined Benefice Holy Communion Charlton Adam 

Kingsdon Village Hall 
 

For all information  (except bookings)  contact: -  David 
Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. Kingsdon TA11 
7LL    Tel:01935 841453 
 

For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, 
Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444                                                     
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Bookings for June 2014 
 

Short Mat Bowls   Mondays 7.30pm - 9pm, Tuesdays 
10am - 12noon 
 

Keep Fit   Tuesdays & Fridays   6pm - 7pm              
 

Table Tennis Club Tuesdays at 7.30pm (not 10th) 
 

Yeovil District Canine Soc. Wednesdays at 7pm  
 

Art Club   Thursdays 10am - 12 (Term time)  
 

Ladies Club   Tuesday 10th   7pm 
 

Private Booking   Wednesday 11th   2pm - 6pm 
 

Practical Study Group   Wednesday  18th   10am - 3pm 
 
 

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club  
 

The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings (apart 
from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between 7.30pm and 9.30pm.  If you 
are interested then please contact Shirley or Martin Singleton on 841162 or 
just come along. 

Kingsdon Cricket Club 
 
Chairman : Marilyn Elliott   4 Manor  Close, Kingsdon, Somer ton, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444   07990673935 
Secretary:  Ian Bir rell   Watersmeet, Huish Episcopi, Langpor t. TA10 9HE  Tel 01458 259231      07817959709 
Trustees: B. Car lisle, I. Bir rell, J . Schofield  
Captain / Treasurer: J . Schofield 
Vice-Captain: P. Waters 
 
Our first fixture of the season, that was due to be played at Long Sutton on Sunday 27th April, was called off due to a water logged pitch.  
Lets hope this doesn’t happen to often this season! 

  

Kingsdon Seniors Club 
 

The Seniors Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 3pm in the 
Village Hall.  New members are always welcome. 
For information contact Club Secretary  Marilyn Elliott,  4 Manor Close, 

Kingsdon. Tel 01935 841444    email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

Kingsdon Ladies Club 
 

The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the 
Village Hall.  New members and visitors are always welcome. 
For information contact Club President Lynne Davies, Holly House, Frog 
Lane, Kingsdon. TA11 7LL  Tel 01935 840660 or 
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11 7LB  

Tel 01935 840344 

 Church Rotas for June 
 

Brass:  
Jill Waters 

 
Flowers:   

Sue Mackay & Kate Quinlan 

Kingsdon Boule & Croquet Club 
 

The club meets every Wednesday afternoon in members’ gardens between  
2 and 4 pm,  weather permitting. 

  

Please contact Nina Carlisle on 01935840933                                                    
or email ninacarlisle@talktalk.net  for details. 

              Kingsdon Keep Fit Club 
 
The Keep Fit Club meets every Tuesday & Friday at 6pm 
till 7pm in the Village Hall.  New members are welcome, 
just come along or phone the   organiser,  Lieth  Purdy on 
07791743821 for more information 



The Kingsdon Harvest Scheme starts here 
 
Every year, some residents in Kingsdon are buying apples, pears, other fruit and vegeta-
bles from the shops, while at the same time, others are overwhelmed with surplus from 
their gardens and allotments. There are only so many times a week you can eat runner 
beans, and so much fruit you can cook and put in the freezer, and not everyone has the 
time or inclination to make preserves.  
 

It is not surprising that the generous people of Kingsdon have already been asking if the 
village shop can act as a central point for sharing spare produce. As donated early rhu-
barb has already put in an appearance, the answer is of course YES! 
 

Money might be tight and fresh fruit and vegetables are expensive, but it is also a mat-
ter of helping our children understand the huge difference between, for example, a 
freshly-picked local apple of a traditional English variety, compared to the woolly 
blandness of apples picked below optimum ripeness and stored for months in refrigerated conditions. The latter may 

look more perfect in the supermarket and therefore superficially more attractive, but 
eating them is probably not going to inspire a lifelong love of fresh fruit, or make 
someone want to plant a tree when, and if, they ever get their own garden.   
 

Of course there is a long tradition of sharing produce already in Kingsdon. People of-
ten leave apples outside their houses with ‘help yourself’ notices on them, but some-
times even picking the fruit can become too diffi-
cult for busy or elderly people. The joy of tasting 
the first ripe fruit, quickly turns into a race against 
nature, and at the most inconvenient moment the 
trees starts to yell ‘pick me now’ before fruit leaps 
off the branches with the first puff of wind. Before 
you know it, wasps are zipping around your ankles 

making you wish you had smaller trees, or more help to manage them. 
 

There are 3 things we would like to do. 
 

1. Free apple a day for kids.  Later  this year  we would like to offer  spare apples 
(or pears) donated to the village shop free to any under 18’s who come in, perhaps to 
be washed and eaten immediately. This will be completely dependent on a flow of 
best quality fruit from our lovely residents, but we hope that our shop volunteers will between them be able to encourage 
children to learn about our local varieties and how different they can taste. 
 

2.  Cheap bags of fruit (and veg) 
At Thorncombe, our mentor village shop volunteers review incoming donated produce 
daily and bag into handy quantities which sell for 50p or £1 a bag,  depending on what is 
in them. These are extremely popular. We are hoping to do something similar. 
 

3. Tree Sharing 
If you have fruit (or nut) trees, but can’t keep up with the supply, we would like you to 
think about giving some away, or letting someone else come and pick for you. Consider 
how much you can realistically use yourself, and what you might like in return, if any-
thing (not money). 
If you would like a larger than average supply of fruit to feed your family (or even need 
fallen apples for your horse) perhaps you could collect them yourself by arrangement, 
and pick for the owner enough choice fruit for their own needs at the same time? Or 
maybe you might agree to return some fruit as jam or pies in later weeks, or have other 
items to swap.                                                                                                                                                   

 

Making this work should be simple. Just complete a form at the shop with what you can offer or what you want.  Sit 
back and wait for someone to contact you. These initiatives have worked well in other places, so let’s give                                                                                                                       
it a go and see what happens. Call at the village shop for details.   
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