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Community Shop Update 
 

Well, two weeks in and the Community Shop is going from strength to strength! The magnificent efforts of volunteers & vil-
lagers is creating a fantastic atmosphere. We recently underwent an un-announced environmental health inspection and were 
awarded a 5-star rating – a fantastic result and a testament to the efforts of all team members. 
 

A massive thanks to all of you who are supporting the project by coming in for your shopping needs. It’s great to walk into 
the building and hear the sound of chatting and laughter - the shop is rapidly becoming a great place to be. It’s almost like a 
new lease of life has been injected back into areas of the community. The whole concept of the project was never just solely 
about the shop – it was also to re-unite villagers with each other and provide a place for friends, old & new to meet up on a 
daily basis.  
 

Yes, it is still early days, and there is still a lot of work to be done, but these early signs are so encouraging. We don’t yet 
always get it right, however, we learn from our mistakes and get it right next time. We have new ideas under consideration 
which include a further delicious ‘tasting day’, a mobile Post Office, but this has been refused at this stage.  If you have any 
ideas or suggestions, come and talk to us, we are open to all ideas. Also coming soon will be the opportunity to pay by debit/
credit card and not have to worry about always having cash available. We will soon be selling stamps, whether it be a single 
stamp you need or a book of six. We will, wherever possible, be sourcing further local produce to sell.  
 

The famous Kingsdon Squidgy loaf has returned and the twice weekly bread orders are proving a big hit, (along with the oth-
er delicious pastries that are on offer). The selection of sausages, bacon & cheeses are going almost as quickly as we can get 
them in. (The pork & caramelised red onion bangers are something else!)  & the hens must be struggling to keep up with the 
egg demand. Come and place your order to avoid disappointment. 
 

We are introducing new product lines as we identify trends being suggested, so if 
there is a product we don’t do – please let us know! If enough people ask for it, it 
will end up on the shelf. If you don’t tell us, we don’t know! So keep coming in! 
We’d love to see you – if you haven’t yet been in, come and take a look. We should 
be in a position to open Saturday mornings in the very near future as new volunteers 
are coming forward. So come on in, have a cuppa with the team! Although the café 
is not yet in a position to open, we are always happy to make time for a tea/coffee 
and a chat! (a small voluntary donation is always welcome). 
 

This is your shop, your village, your community – it is absolutely amazing to see the 
local spirit re-emerging, the sound of laughter, the chatting, the discussions – it’s brilliant! 

 

THANK YOU KINGSDON, FOR ALL FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
Kingsdon Shop     -  Tel:   01935 849503     -     Email:  shop.kingsdoncentre@phonecoop.coop 

Kingsdon’s Good Friday Walk in the Woods  
The Annual Good Friday walk in the woods is on again this year courtesy of David & Alison Hicks.                                       
If you wish to participate, then meet up the lane at 10.30 am on 18th April.  If you are new to this event then just follow the 
crowd up the lane towards the woods.  
                                                  

Stout walking shoes or wellies and good outdoor clothing are  prerequisites.  You may bring your dog but it MUST be kept 
on a lead at all times.   Children MUST be accompanied by an adult throughout the walk, but need not be on a lead! 
 

It is  hoped this year to have a fairer way for children finding the small donated eggs hidden in the woods.  Small dummy 
eggs have been made during the winter months (thank you ladies).  They will be hidden in the woods as usual for the children 
to find, and then exchanged for real ones on a one for one basis (only 2 per child).  We hope this will stop some youngsters 
helping themselves before the day starts.  The dummy eggs  (not very tasty!) will be easy to see.   
 

Donations of Eggs / Money / Hot-Cross Buns 
 

 We hope villagers will be kind and donate eggs and hot-cross buns as normal.  Items may be left before the day at the 
Kingsdon Shop or with Babs (Tel: 841811) or on Good Friday at the Gamekeepers Hut at the start of the walk.  Come along 
and enjoy a  walk through the woods (Bluebells should be out) and a chatter with good company.  All proceeds will be for St. 
Margaret’s Hospice.  Thank you  Babs, David & Alison 

ALL SAINTS’ CHURCH, KINGSDON 
 

Churchyard Spring Clean 
Saturday 12th April and Saturday 26thApril 2014 

between 2 p.m. and 5 p.m. 
 

Do you fancy joining a friendly working party to tidy up the churchyard on either or both of these dates? 
If so, please contact Nick or Bel Allan on 840878. We need you and we may all need the churchyard one day! 

SHOP - LATE NEWS 
 

A Tasting Session              
will be held on Saturday 19th 
April 10am - 1pm at the Shop 

 

Saturday Opening              
Will commence on 26th April 

8am till 12 noon 



The shop’s very first cus-
tomers. 

It was rather ironic that the very first 
customers were two total strangers 
who were on their way south when a 
headache threatened a romantic week-
end.  Seeing the sign for Kingsdon 
and assuming the village would have 
a shop to buy some paracetamol, they 
turned off the main road and in no 
time found our new village shop.  
Rosemary was only too pleased to be 
able to supply the necessary headache 
cure together with an explanation as 
to why I was taking their photograph!  

Opening Morning of Kingsdon Community Shop 

Where else can you 
shop, rest your weary 
legs whilst catching  up 
with what’s on in the  
Village over a cup of tea 
or coffee before return-
ing home. 

Kingsdon Community  Messaging  
 

For some time now I have been sending out messag-
es by email to Kingsdon residents whose email ad-
dress I have on file.   These messages are ones con-
sidered important or of special interest to Kingsdon 
people.   
 

On Tuesday 11th March I sent an email to all on my 
Kingsdon Community Message list.  If you are a 
computer user and did not receive my message but 
would like to be included in receiving messages in 
future please email me at: wallyelliott@hotmail.com 
and I will include you on the list.                              

 

All messages are sent Bcc (blind carbon copy)  so 
that all recipients email   addresses are concealed.   
(Wally) 

Kingsdon Ladies Club 
 

The Kingsdon Ladies club meeting was held on Tuesday 11th March 
and there were 19 members present. Birthday girls were Margaret 
Hill, Brenda Hodges, Gill Paine and Shirley Singleton. 
 

Lynne Davies introduced us to Chris Flowers, ASFAV, from Law-
rence's Auctioneers, who gave us a very interesting talk on the prolif-
ic painter C.J. Payne who worked under the pseudonym of Snaffles. 
He was born in 1884 and specialised in water colours and drawings 
sold as prints. His subject matter was invariably military, racing or 
hunting/equestrian scenes (polo, pig sticking) or some combination of 
these.   Snaffles died in 1967, and is buried in Font Hill Gifford 
churchyard. 
 

The next meeting  be held on April 8th at 7.30pm in the village hall 
and the speaker will be Lydia Furzey,(from the village) and she will 
be talking about Pin Felting.  
New members are welcome. 
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A Fun Evening For The Whole Family 
Kingsdon Village Hall  Saturday 5th April 2014 

Doors open 7pm for 7.30pm start - Bring your own Drinks & Supper 
Only £5 for adults and £3 for children 

            The Quiz will include:- 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cheese Tasting - Name the British Cheese 

 
Sport - What happened next?   

 
 

   
 
 
Morphed Faces  
Quicker you       
identify means more points 

 

 
 
 

Food & Drink - Would you see this in a  
Fish & Chip Shop? 

 

 
 
 
Music:    
Bond Theme Tunes                
 Name the Film 

 
 

Logos   
  Which Company? 

  
 

Celebrities as teenagers 
Would you recognise Kate Middleton? 

 
 

City Landmarks? 
 
All about Soaps 
Which soap is this scene from? 

To Book your table contact Wally on  01935 841444  
email wallyelliott@hotmail.com 
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Kingsdon Cricket Club 

Draft Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held at The Kingsdon Inn on Sunday 2nd March 2014 

1.     Present: Lady Joyce Limon, Mar ilyn Elliott, Ian Bir rell, James Schofield, Ben Car lisle, Andy Dale,   Phil Wa-
ters, Mark Bastin, John Russon, Bruce Weddell, Sean Dromgoole  & Wally Elliott. 

2.     Apologies: Oli Bell, Richie Water ton, Glenn Allison, Len Hampson, Simon Rumbles & Ryan Waters. 

3.     Minutes of previous AGM:  The minutes were agreed and signed, there were no matters ar ising. 

4.     Accounts:  The accounts for  2013 were presented to the meeting.  James Schofield outlined the high cost of grass 
cutting as regards to petrol and mower maintenance.  It was important to reduce these which could only be done by acquiring 
a gang mower.  Mark Bastin making enquiries.   

5.     Election of Officers:  -  Chairman - Marilyn Elliott,  proposed by Sean Dromgoole, seconded by Mark     Bastin.   
Secretary - Ian Birrell,  proposed by Phil Waters, seconded by Bruce Weddell. Fixtures Secretary - Marilyn Elliott,  pro-
posed by Sean Dromgoole, seconded by James Schofield.  Captain - James Schofield,  proposed by Andy Dale, seconded 
by Mark Bastin.  Vice-Captain  -  Phil Waters, proposed by Ben Carlisle, seconded by Ian Birrell.    Treasurer - James 
Schofield with book keeping by Wally Elliott 

6.     Annual Subscriptions / Match Fees:  After  much discussion it was unanimously agreed to increase the annual 
subscriptions to £140 or £70 plus £5 match fee  -  Players to notify Marilyn of their choice of payment.  

7.     Insurance:  Ian Bir rell had made enquir ies in an attempt to reduce this heavy burden on the club.  He had held a 
site meeting with an executive from Higos Insurance who having seen the ground and pavilion has sent various quotes.  Af-
ter much discussion it was agreed to take the recommended quotation of Owzat Cricket Club scheme underwritten by Aviva 
at a total cost of £663.94.  This is a saving of £237 on last year. 

8.     Fund Raising:  A Halloween Barn Dance to be held on 31st October  in Kingsdon Village Hall.  Phil Waters 
agreed to do the preparations and book the band, Marilyn & Wally Elliott would prepare the hot suppers for which donations 
of ingredients would be welcome.  Items for the raffle also wanted.   A raffle to be held at the Cowboys fixture. 

9.     Spare shipping container:  This now needed to be removed from the car  park, Ian Bir rell offered to pay for  its 
relocation to Watersmeet where it could be used in 
the event of further flooding.  Acceptance of this 
offer was proposed by Ben Carlisle and seconded 
by Andy Dale and was unanimously agreed. 

10.     Pavilion:  It was agreed for  Ben Car lisle 
to go ahead installing wash hand basins in the 
toilets. Preparation of the Pavilion on match 
days (putting out chairs, tables, scoreboard etc.) 
was discussed.  Ben agreed to do this for the first  
home game, a roster to be drawn up for subse-
quent matches. 

11.     Fixtures:     A new fixture against Wells 
Swans had been arranged which replaces the 
games against Meare & Westhay, who have dis-
banded.  A Twenty20 game against Halfway 
House, Pitney for the Gamebird Inns Trophy is 
hoped top be arranged.  

12.     Practice:      Practice nights  will com-
mence on Friday 4th April weather permitting. 

13.     A.O.B.:    Phil Waters said an ar tificial 
surface had been offered, a base would need to 
be installed for it.  Ben Carlisle proposed we 
should have a look at the feasibility.  Phil also 
reported that a company he does work for has 
offered sponsorship of  new equipment the club 
requires and that a ‘wish list’ should  be drawn 
up for submission.                                                                   
Wally Elliott said new netting was required for 
the practice nets costing approx. £100, he and 
Marilyn would  pay for this.                                               

Late News 

Draycott Cricket Club who Kingsdon were 
due to play  twice this coming season has dis-
banded due to lack of players and people to 
run the club. 

Old Bedfordians  TBC Home 

Fixtures for 2014 
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INDIAN TAKE-AWAY 
By Peter Crowter 

 

The food the young calves did enjoy every day, 
Was cereal pellets, warm skimmed milk and hay. 

For twenty-four hours they had access to hay, 
But pellets and milk they just had twice a day. 

 

And when the time came for the calves to be fed, 
The pellets I got from a bag in the shed. 

Carrying buckets the job did entail, 
The milk from the kitchen I poured in a pail. 

 

The bucket of pellets I left by the gate, 
And here starts the tale that I’m here to relate. 

With milk from the house I went back up the path 
And then found a sight that consumed me with wrath. 

 

The bucket tipped over, t’was this that I found, 
And most of the pellets all spilled on the ground. 

Rough ground not concrete to make matters worse, 
Hard to clear up, oh it did make me curse. 

 

The very next morning it happened again, 
This was a mystery hard to explain, 

But when for the third time it happened next day, 
The cause of the trouble was running away. 

 

The mystery solved now I knew who to blame, 
It was a fat cockerel, an Indian Game, 
I picked up a stone as he scurried away 

I don’t think I’ll hit him, he’s too far away. 
 

The stone caught the culprit a blow on the head, 
A squawk and a flap and he dropped down stone dead. 

‘Crikey, that’s done it now what shall I do? 
Farmer will kill me, I’m right in the stew.’ 

 

Back to the house, almost shaking with fear, 
I stood outside waiting for Frank to appear. 

I held up the cockerel, I thought I’d come clean, 
Though really I’d liked to have run from the scene. 

 

Frank didn’t seem bothered and to my relief, 
What he had to say was surprisingly brief. 

‘We’ll have him for dinner, he’ll go down a treat 
Hang him on the washing line tied by his feet.’ 

 

At least two hours later, while working nearby, 
I heard squawks and flapping the cock didn’t die. 

He must have been stunned and now he was awake, 
I rushed to tell Farmer I’d made a mistake. 

 

I then said to Farmer, ‘Shall I cut him free?’ 
He pondered a while and said, ‘No, let him be. 
We’ll just eat him anyway,’ was what he said. 

And got a big stick and whacked him on the head. 

Kingsdon 100+ Club 
 

March Draw Winners 
 
 
 
 

The Draw was made by Rosemary at the Village Shop 
 

Do you need professional help? 
 

 

If so call 07443423901 for a chat.   
I am highly trained and qualified in Care (Palliative,            
Dementia,  Alzheimer's etc) and can offer one to one 
care, company and companionship etc, accompanied 

with empathy, honesty and reliability,  
and I live locally. 

Kingsdon Seniors Club Meeting                
Weds 26th March      

 

Richard South welcomed 33 members to the March meeting. 
Firstly 90th Birthday greetings for 25th were given to Edna 
Gordon. Request for suggestions as to trip out venue in June 
was made.  The guest Speaker  Mike Crankshaw, was then 
introduced     
Mike was a cook on the Royal Yacht Britannia and his 
knowledge and insight gave us a fascinating glimpse of life 
at sea on one of the best loved boats in British history. He 
talked about the cramped conditions and the long hours, the 
rigorous cleaning rota, the elaborate uniforms and the im-
mense pride of all those who worked on her, as well as plen-
ty of technical stuff. 
 

The Royal Yacht was one of the few places where the Royal 
Family could relax without fear of being hounded by the 
press or spied upon. Mikes lovely collection of photograph 
albums clearly reflect this, and the easy relationship the fam-
ily had with their crew.                                                                

 

Tea was served by Edna Gordon and Joyce Limon 
 

The next meeting on Weds 23rd April we will have as guest 
speaker, Cmdr Jeremy Greenop, who will speak on Yeovil-
ton,  past, present and future. Visitors and new members 
welcome 

1.     £15   Valerie Booth 
2. £10   Barrie Elliott 
3.     £5     Zoë Milne 

            For Sale 

   
   Kemble Minx        
miniature piano 

and stool   
Offers in the region 

of 
  £100        

 
 
 
 
 
         Sofa bed  
Offers in the region 

of 
£50  

       
 
 

 
Contact : Gill or Brian Paine  Tel:  01935  842058 
To view either item call in at Westgate, Top Street 

Lenten Lunch 
 

Kingsdon Lenten Lunch raised over £326 for the              
Somerset Flood Appeal. 

Big thanks to all who made soups and helped or attended 
and gave generously. 



 

   

Somerset gardeners get ready for spring 

Tens of thousands of Somerset residents are being 
prompted to start their gardening year. 
As well as making plans, preparing ground and order-
ing seeds, they get a reminder from their district council 
to renew their paid garden waste collection. 
At less than £1 a week, the fortnightly kerbside collec-
tion in green bins or paper sacks is good value for mon-
ey when compared to the cost and time of taking mate-
rials by car to a recycling site. 
The garden waste bin or sack can be used to recycle 
flowers, plants and weeds with grass cuttings, leaves 
and hedge trimmings, as well as branches up to 10cm wide.  
The garden waste service also accepts straw or sawdust if used as bedding from vegetarian 
pets, such as rabbits, but not soil or food waste. 
After being shredded and rotting down in massive windrows, the "black gold" of Somerset's 
composted garden waste is sold as the Revive soil improver from every recycling site. 
For information about starting a garden waste collection, call or email your district council 
customer services, or see all the links from the Somerset Waste Partnership (SWP) website: 
www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/collections/garden-waste. 

Of course, garden waste can be composted at home, together with certain foods - fruit and veg peelings, egg shells, tea bags, 
coffee grounds - and some shredded paper or cardboard. 
The SWP website has special offers for the best selling composting bin, hints on home composting, advice about the invasive 
weeds Japanese Knotweed and Common Ragwort, and information on Chalara dieback of ash trees. 
SWP backs the Compost Champions scheme that sees volunteers visit events around the county to offer tips for better com-
posting. Check the website for new training days for would-be Compost Champions in March and April. 
Throughout Somerset the cost of subscribing to the garden waste service is £46.50 for a wheeled bin and £25 for 10 sacks. 
Or, after its first year success, a two-year subscription is available to South Somerset residents for £88. 
Experienced composters are being urged to take free training to join the county’s Compost Champions and promote the bene-
fits of home composting, while until 31 March, would-be Somerset composters are being offered a 60-day free trial of the 
best selling Compost Converter bin. Details of both: www.somersetwaste.gov.uk 
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Would you be interested in a FREE:   Tea / Coffee.   Driving Assessment.   Goodie Bag. 
Come along to our Roadshow at Kingsdon Village Hall,  10:00 – 13:00,   Friday, 9th May 2014 

 

Route Sixty Plus is a FREE workshop run by  Somerset Road Safety.  The aim is to enable older drivers, with our help to 
continue their driving career safely and for longer.  There will be an opportunity to chat to various other agencies.  At 10:30 a 
presentation lasting approx 1hr will cover a variety of driving situations and coping strategies.                                                    
People attending will be invited to have a one hour driving refresher with an approved driving instructor at a time and loca-
tion that is suitable for them. 
For further information call:  01823 423430    www.somersetroadsafety.org 

Collection Dates for 
Kingsdon in April  

Recycling:                              
All Tuesdays in March  

   Wheelie Bins:              
Tuesdays 11th & 25th  

Rotovator             
Required 

 

'Does anybody 
have a rotovator I 
could borrow/hire 
to try and get my 
allotment under 

control?!  
 

Many thanks,          
Mike Brown.           

Bramble  Cottage, 
49 Silver Street. 

841195.' 

Congratulations to Kingsdon Netball Players 
 
Shania won the under 14 
league for Keinton Mandeville 
netball team.  Lexus is at 
Charlton Mackrell school and  
won the Somerset small 
school tournament.   
Parents Kyla and Lee of 
Shearstone House, Manor 
Road, Kingsdon  are very 
proud of them both.  
 Also well done to Hollie and 
Bryoni who also play for the 
team and have played well 
this season. 
 

http://www.somersetroadsafety.org/


A man is driving down a country road, when he spots a 
farmer standing in the middle of a huge field of grass. He 
pulls the car over to the side of the road and notices that the 
farmer is just standing there, doing nothing, looking at noth-
ing. The man gets out of the car, walks all the way out to the 
farmer and asks him, "Ah excuse me mister, but what are you 
doing? “The farmer replies, "I'm trying to win a Nobel Prize. 
“How?" asks the man, puzzled. “Well, I heard they give the 
Nobel Prize . . . to people who are out standing in their field." 

A man and a woman were having a quiet, romantic dinner in a 
fine restaurant. 
They were gazing lovingly at each other and holding hands. 
The waitress, taking another order at a table a few steps away, 
suddenly noticed the woman slowly sliding down her chair 
and under the table - but the man stared straight ahead. 
The waitress watched as the woman slid all the way down her 
chair and out of sight under the table. Still, the man stared 
straight ahead. 
The waitress, thinking this behavior a bit risque and worried 
that it might offend other diners, went over to the table and, 
tactfully, began by saying to the man: "Pardon me, sir, but I 
think your wife just slid under the table." 
The man calmly looked up at her and said: .........."No, she 
didn't. She just walked in." 

Paddy was visiting his friend, who had acquired two new 
dogs, and asked him what their names were. He responded by 
saying that one was named Rolex and one was named 
Timex.   Paddy said, "Whoever heard of someone naming 
dogs like that?"   "HELLLOOOOOOO......," answered his 
friend.  "They're watch dogs!" 

EVERY ONE HAS THERE OWN “Samuel"    it fits most of 
us.  As we Silver Surfers know, sometimes we have trouble 
with our computers.  
I had a problem yesterday, so I called Samuel the 11 year old 
next door, whose bedroom looks like Mission Control and 
asked him to come over. 
Samuel clicked a couple of buttons and solved the problem. 
As he was walking away, I called after him, 'So, what was 
wrong?' 
He replied, ‘It was an ID ten T error.' I didn't want to appear 
stupid, but nonetheless inquired, 'An, ID ten T error? What's 
that? In case I need to fix it again.' 
Samuel grinned ... 'Haven't you ever heard of an ID ten T  
error before?  'No,' I replied. 
'Write it down,' he said, 'and I think you'll figure it out.' 
So I wrote down:  ID10T 
I used to like Samuel, the little smart ****. 

I can't stop thinking about prisons ...............my mind works in 
strangeways. 
 

I cannot stand people who think they're worse off than every-
body else.  My mate is brilliant. He had a bad accident where 
he lost his voice and both legs. Does he make a song and 
dance about it ?.   Does he hell! 
 

Congratulations you have won either £1000 cash or tickets to 
see Elvis Presley.   Press 1 for the money, 2 for the show....... 

A guy took his girlfriend to her first Longhorn football game. 
They had great seats right behind their team's bench. After the 
game, he asked her how she liked the experience. "Oh, I real-
ly liked it," she replied,  "Especially the tight pants and all the 
big muscles, but I just couldn't understand why they were kill-
ing each other over 25 cents."  Dumbfounded, her date asked, 
"What do you mean?" 
 "Well, I saw them flip a coin and one team got it and then for 
the rest of the game, all they kept screaming was: get the 
quarterback. Get the quarterback! It’s only 25 cents! 

On the first day,  God created the dog and said, "Sit all day by 
the door of your house and  bark at anyone who comes in or 
walks past. For this, I will give you a  life span of twenty 
years."   The dog said, "That's a long time to be  barking. 
How about only ten years and I'll give you back the other  
ten?"  And God saw that it was  good. 
On the second  day, God created the monkey and said, 
"Entertain people, do tricks, and  make them laugh. For this, 
I'll give you a twenty-year life  span."  The monkey said, 
"Monkey tricks for twenty years? That's a  pretty long time to 
perform. How about I give you back ten like the dog  did?"  
And God, again saw that it  was good. 
On the third day, God created the cow and said,  "You must 
go into the field with the farmer all day long and suffer under  
the sun, have calves, and give milk to  support the farmer's 
family. For this, I will give you a life span of  sixty years."  
The cow said, "That's kind of a tough life you want  me to 
live for sixty years. How about twenty and I'll give back the 
other  forty?"  And God agreed that it  was good. 
On the fourth day, God created humans and said, "Eat,  sleep, 
play, marry, and enjoy your life.  For this, I'll give you twenty 
years." 
But the human said, "Only  twenty years? Could you possibly 
give me my twenty, the forty the cow gave  back, the ten the 
monkey gave back, and the ten the dog gave back; that makes  
eighty, okay?"  "Okay," said God, "You asked for it." 
So that is why for our first twenty  years, we eat, sleep, play, 
and enjoy  ourselves. For the next forty years, we slave in the 
sun to support our  family. For the next ten years, we do mon-
key tricks to entertain the  grandchildren. And for the last ten 
years, we sit on the front porch and  bark at everyone.  Life 
has now been explained to you.    There is no need to  thank 
me for this valuable information. I'm doing it as a public ser-
vice.     If you are looking  for me, I will be on the front  
porch. AMEN ! 
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•A Sunday school teacher asked Johnny, do you think Noah 
did a lot of fishing when he was in the Ark? No, replied John-
ny, how could he with only two worms. 
 

•How does Moses make his tea? Hebrews it. 
 

•When chemists die, apparently they barium. 
 

•Just booked a table for Valentine's Day for me and the wife. 
Bound to end in tears through as she is rubbish at snooker. 



Advertising in the Kingsdon Chronicle 
 

As from 1st January all business  adverts  measuring 
3” x 3”  will be charged at £30 per annum.    Larger 
sizes will  be charged proportionately.  Personal ad-
vertising will remain free.  Please contact Wally for  
information and  to advertise. Tel 01935 841444                                                  
Email  wallyelliott@hotmail.com  

Babysitter - Pollyanna Wright 
   

Pollyana is 17 yrs and  lives in Kingsdon. She is available 
most nights.   Her contact no is 07875328703 
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All Building & Maintenance work undertaken: 
 
 
                                   
 
 
 
 
 

For a 
FREE Quote Call: 

Jonathan Chorley-Lugg on 07973 200 009 
or call at Kingsdon House, Kingsdon. 

      Extensions 
      Conversions 
      Refurbishments 
      Landscaping 
      Property Maintenance 
      General Home Improvement 

Looking for a window cleaner? 
 

Kingsdon Village Community Shop committee would like to 
thank Dan and co from Dan’s Window Cleaners for doing 
such an excellent job of cleaning out the gutters of the old 
primary school.  Dan's window cleaning also comes highly 
recommended. If you would like to be added to their 
Kingsdon round call 0757 8787456. 

A.D.M. STONEMASON 

Manor Road, Kingsdon 
 

All stonework undertaken, new works and all  
repairs and re-pointing. 

 
General Building & Maintenance              

works carried out 
 

Free Quotes / Advice contact  
Alan (37 yrs experience) 

 
Tel 01935 840839  /  07733590971 
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South Somerset District Council Planning Decision & Application 
 
 

Application No. :  14/00331/LBC & 14/00330/FUL    Listed Building Consent & Full Application  
Proposal: Erection of greenhouse (GR 351860/126014)  
Location:   Park Cottage, Frog Lane, Kingsdon, Somerton,TA11 7LL  
Decision:  Pending consideration 
 
Application No: 14/00974/AGN     Previously submitted as Application 13/04364/AGN  dated 25 October 2013 
Proposal: Alteration to existing 120m track (GR:350807/127214)  
Location:  Land at Rocky Hill, Kingsdon 
Decision:  Pending consideration 

Kingsdon Parish Council  Vacancy 
 
If you are interested in becoming a Kingsdon Parish Councillor and you 
meet the criteria below, please contact     Kate Hatt, Clerk to Kingsdon 
Parish Council, Bluebell House, Mow Barton Road,   Kingsdon.. TA11 
7DX   Tel 01935 841275  Email kingsdonclerk@btinternet.com  to noti-
fy of your interest in the available vacancy 
 
A candidate for Kingsdon Parish Council is qualified if, when nominat-
ed  -   
(a) he or she is a British citizen, Commonwealth citizen, citizen of the 
Irish Republic or a citizen of  another European Union State.   
(b) is 18 years of age, and   
(c) is either in the list of electors for the Parish  or has during the whole 
of the preceding twelve months 
 

(i) occupied land as owner or tenant in it, or  
(ii) had a principal place of work there, or  
(iii) resided in or within three miles of it. 

Kingsdon Parish Councillors and their Specific Topics  
 
Tony Masters: (Chairman)   Jacaranda, Lotment Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LG Tel 01935 840801  
Email: armasters@btinternet.com 
 
Angela Saunders: (Vice-Chairman,  Finance )  Chatsworth, Top Street, Kingsdon, TA11 7JU    Tel 01935 840130                                       
Email: angiesaunders@btinternet.com  
 
Mel Clode: (Dog fouling and related items, Litter , Graffiti, Fly tipping, Fly posting, Damaged bins & Abandoned  ve-
hicles and related items)  3 Underwood Rd, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ Tel 01935 840293   Email: melclode273@btinternet.com  
 
Dave Morris: (Footpaths & Trees)   Stithians Cottage, Nor th Town, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ.  
 
Phillip Waters:   The Old Bakery, Chapel Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LN   Tel: 07815898065                                                    
Email: phillipwaters@hotmail.co.uk 
 
John Calvert (Distr ict Councillor  Nor thstone Ward) Peacock Cottage, High St. Queen Camel. BA22 7NQ  
Tel 01935 850458 Email: john.calvert@southsomerset.gov.uk  
 
Dean Ruddle  (County Councillor  Somer ton Division) Freshfields, Cartway Lane, Somerton TA11 6JH                                
Tel: 07976 556054    Email: deanruddle@me .com 
 
David Heath MP Constituency Office - 14 Catherine Hill, Frome, Somerset, BA11 1BZ Tel: 01373 473618  
Fax: 01373 455152 Claire Hudson: head of office - email: hudsoncl@parliament.uk  
 
Kate Hatt (Kingsdon Par ish Council Clerk).    Bluebell House, Mow Bar ton Road,   Kingsdon.. TA11 7DX                          
Tel 01935 841275  Email kingsdonclerk@btinternet.com.  

Kingsdon’s new Parish Councillor 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our new Parish Councillor is 32 yr.  Phillip 
Waters of The Old Bakery, Chapel Hill.      
Phil has lived nearly all his life in Kingsdon.  
  
I know I speak for a lot of people in Kingsdon 
in wishing Phil well with his new position. 

mailto:deanruddle@hotmail.com


MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON BI-MONTHLY MEETING HELD ON   
THURSDAY 6th MARCH 2014 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.00pm  

 

Present: Mr. A Masters (Chairman); Mrs. A Saunders (Vice-Chairman); D. Morris, P. Waters, M. Clode (Parish Councillors); 
Mr D. Ruddle (County Councillor); Mrs. K Hatt (Parish Clerk) plus 28 parishioners.  
 

1.Apologies: Mr. J . Calver t (Distr ict Councillor )  
 

A new councilor has come forward – Philip Waters.  
He was officially voted in by the Parish council, all were in favour. The appropriate forms to be signed would follow shortly.  
 

2. Declarations of Interest: T. Masters declared an interest in item 4, the former  pr imary spor t field.  
 

3. Minutes: The minutes having been previously circulated were approved and agreed.  
 

4. Former Primary School sports field - sited at the (north west) junction of MowBarton Road and Lower  
Road , and diagonally opposite the Village Hall.  
 

4.1 D.Morris updated us on the progress so far and the current situation. This took place outside of the Parish Council Meet-
ing to allow for longer discussion and comment from parishioners (see separate notes attached below.)  
 

4.2 Official vote-  
 

1) To ratify that the Parish Council, on behalf of the village, is authorised to proceed towards purchase  of the land known as 
the Kingsdon Primary School sports/playing  field sited on the  north western junction of  Mowbarton Road and  Low-
er  Road, Kingsdon, diagonally opposite from the Village Hall to be used as a  green open space and for recreational purpos-
es.  
 

2) To ratify the Parish Council is authorised to apply for grants and loans or can nominate persons or individuals to assist 
with this element of the task.   
 

3) To engage suitably qualified professional(s) to advise and obtain necessary information to enable the purchase to be 
achieved.  
These were all proposed by A.Saunders, seconded by D.Morris, all were in favour (T.Masters did not cast a vote due to dec-
laration of interest.)  
 

5. Somerset Levels relief fund  
 

T.Masters explained the relief fund and read the letter from John Osman. This is flood relief for the victims, not flood defenc-
es. A. Saunders pointed out that there is a lot of money out there that they don’t know what to do with yet, a warehouse is full 
of donations already.  
 

D.Morris stated should we be making some support donation, support where the best need is.  
 

D.Ruddle explained which other councils had given a donation as it was a neighbourly thing to do.  
It was proposed to make a token gesture of £100 by M.Clode, seconded by D.Morris, all were in favour.  
 

6. Highways  
 

M.Clode updated us on some information. There is water running down Lotment Hill. The ditches alongside the allotments 
are filling up again. M.Clode needs to talk to Mervyn and meet with John Nicholson about the matter and who has responsi-
bility. M.Clode is finding it hard to make contact with John Nicholson.  
 

D.Ruddle explained that half the office have been dealing with the floods but they are nearly back now so the meeting should 
be able to be arranged now. D.Ruddle agreed to email John Nicholson.  
 

A.Saunders explained that the SCC have identified major potholes through the village, these have been filled already.  
The man-hole cover has also been put back in.  
 

7. Children’s Play Area/Equipment    
 

Mike Brown gave an update.   A decision on what to have and where needs to be made.  
There are timescales to meet with the grants, want it up and ready for spring/summer.  
The playground is needed for several reasons including there has been several new families arrive and more to come. It could 
benefit the shop/community café as well.  
There are many element that should be included in a play area e.g. social play, rotation. The funding we have is £29,450. 
With no cost to parish council up front.  
 

Mike considered would it be better on the Former Primary Sport field – but the timings do not work out, we don’t have the 
field yet. The funding has a timescale. They were applied for a specific location. We could lose everything if we try to 
change things now. There is 19 years left on lease on field in front of the pub (Parish Field.)  
 

On the Parish field there are possible areas to have it. It makes sense to put it near what we already have but need to take into 
account traffic issues. Mike has talked to neighboring houses and looked out their windows. Wherever we chose will not suit 
everyone. The people nearby did not want tree screening.   There are 5 potential areas that are flat, in the area and avoid the 
main trees.  
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Final design ideas – infant swings/baskets are a definite, then also a multiplay centre in consultation with village. All equip-
ment will have grass matting not the black matting. Sizes are very similar to what we currently have. Height also very simi-
lar. It will be wooden and blend in colours. We need to decide where the large piece will go, swings will come afterwards. 
Design idea has elements for younger and older children.    We then looked at various pictures to show what it would look 
like and where it could go.  
 

All will comply with safety elements. Guaranteed for 15 yrs. SSDC do an annual check for £80. This all comes under budg-
et.  
 

Parishioner comments –   
 

When checks have been done in the past, if there is a safety issue there will need to be funds to repair things?   
 

Maintenance costs is minimal for grass mating. There will be no maintenance costs for 15 yrs. We have had permission from 
the owners of the land.  
 

Do we need a large construction in a rural community?   
 

Large swings have to be separate from the infant swings for safety reasons. We could use less of the money but we would 
have to hand it back.  
 

Councillors Comments-  
 

It was pointed out that we had the exact same discussion with the previous equipment.   It does look large, can see benefits of 
this. Up on corner would not work, further down would be better. Maintenance costs concern me. Could we shrink it by a 
percentage and use some funding for maintenance costs?  There is only small grant that could be used for maintenance – on-
ly by £1000.   
 

Could we look practically on the field as to where to put it?   If we could commit to an area tonight, we could then look at 
specifics when they arrive.   
A great job, could height of the towers be decreased?     The roof could be taken off to down size it, by half a meter.  
 

It was proposed by A.Saunders to accept the principle of design, subject to a site meeting, On Saturday 8th March at 10am. 
Seconded by M.Clode. All were in favour.  
 

8. Victim support letter.  
 

A.Saunders read out a victim support letter requesting a donation to their charity.  
Discussion was held whether to support it or not. Comments included we are being asked for a lot of donations at the mo-
ment. A councilor and parishioner had both been offered support from them when burgled.  
It was proposed to donate £25, by D. Morris, seconded by A.Saunders. All were in favour  
 

9. Future parish council meeting day  
 

M.Clode explained that A.Colton would become a councilor again if meetings were on an alternate day.   The only available 
day would be a Friday.   This would affect D.Ruddle and J.Calvert as well.   Several councilors were keen if it meant gaining 
another councilor.  
D.Ruddle stated that it would be unusual to change meeting night but we have been struggling to find councillors for 18 
months. We were 3 councillors short, now 2 short with P.Waters joining us.  
Parishioners think a Friday would mean less parishioners.  
D.Morris said if the view of the village is not to change it, perhaps we should sit on it for a while.  
 

10 Cheque signing and financial report  
 

10.1 Financial report by A.Saunders  
 

Balances General £1407.86 Savings a/c £9430.74  Children’s fund £3102.44  
There are a number of cheques that have yet to be presented for payment and the balances available reflect those outstanding  
 

Good news- after much time spent trying to give them the information that is required, but well worth the effort as I have 
received, direct into the Parish Council’s account from HMRC the VAT refund of £1139.77  The claim was initially submit-
ted in November 2012   
Now I know the procedure I will be ready to make our claim for 2013-2014.  
 

Notification from Village Hall Committee of increase in their charges from April 2014 £10 per session and electricity 18p 
per unit.  
Current charges are £8 per session and 15p per unit.  
 

Should we book children’s playground safety check? It was agreed to do this.  
 

10.2 Cheque signing   
 

Cheques - paid out of Council  
       Kingsdon Village Hall –hire charge Sept-Dec 2013  - £31.50.  
       ArborTech re Ben Carlisle storm damage to tree Dec 2013   £225  
       Kate Hatt £100  ex gratia                   
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Cheques for signing    
 

Kate Hatt, Clerk   March payment £50  
 

Kingsdon Chronicle -  £100 donation for printing Parish Council business  
 

Reimbursement to D.Morris photocopying expenses re Schools sports field   
 

All Saints Church, Kingsdon £500 towards Churchyard maintenance for Parish Council's financial year 2014-2015  
 

G.T.H.  rent of Parish field £215 -  due Lady Day, historically paid after receipt of precept in April.  
 

Victim Support - £25  
 

Flood Relief - £100  
 

A parishioner stated that the parish council had agreed to consider to raising the maintenance of churchyard support from 
£400 to £500.  
Check the minutes to see what was discussed and decided.  
However after further discussion-  
It was proposed by D.Morris to raise the church maintenance costs to £500, seconded by P.Waters, all were in favour.  
 

A.Saunders raised the email recently received about joining rural England? They provide support with planning – agreed to 
take this forward to next meeting.  
 

Parishioner – requested a seat at bus stop – carry forward to next agenda.  
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 9.15 pm.   
 

Former Primary School Sport Field 
Update and discussion prior to Parish Council Meeting (Chaired by D.Morris.) 

  

D.Morris gave us an update on events and progress so far. 
 

On the Parish Council meeting of 9/1/14 a meeting was held for parishioners to air their views. This was kindly attended by 
D.Ruddle and D.Huxtable. 
 

An outcome from meeting was a wish for a Working Party, advisory group to be formed. They would be investigating secur-
ing the sport field. They are an advisory group only working for the Parish Council (not a committee.) 
 

The group met the following Thursday and things accelerated very quickly due to receiving an official letter indicating the 
plan for SCC to sell the field. As it was listed an asset of community value the village has first opportunity to show interest 
and attain it. 
 

The villages interest has now been registered. 
 

The working party used evidence from the most recent village survey which was well compiled with enough detail, to meet 
this rapid timetable. 
 

Lots of work has been done in last 6 weeks and there is now a working document on this. This will go out after tonight’s 
meeting if the majority of parishioners are happy for the working group to proceed. 
 

Questions from parishioners– 
 

What is in the document and who is it being sent to? 
 

It runs to 57 pages and will be circulated tonight. Parishioners have a chance to comment and view. 
There will be a 3 page summary circulated to all. 
This document will go to all the lead people on the official list e.g. sport England, David Huxtable etc. This is so they are all 
informed (an information document). Not everyone who receives it will need to act upon it. Once circulated to officials can 
be emailed to parishioners. It is only newly finished today. Thanks goes to Ben Carlisle for the amount of work he has put in. 
Also thanks to Elaine for village survey and also for getting the land registered as an asset of community value. 
Did you know there is a change in rules regarding planning? 
 

Thank-you, we will discuss this with the officials. 
 

When do the working party meet? 
 

They will continue to meet as required. 
 

Why so against affordable housing being built on that plot? 
 

A few in the village are against it being next to the allotments. Preservation of sport field will help preserve the allotments. It 
is to preserve the field as an open green space as we own no others in the village and it is important to keep open space with-
in a village. But another action is to find a piece of ground that the village is happy with for a place for affordable housing. 
The field working party are not against affordable housing, but want to say where in the village, take a pro-active approach as 
to where to put affordable housing, that’s best for our village, rather than being dictated to. So the parish council. 
 

How are the parish council, working party going to pay for it? 
 

First we need to see how much it is going to cost, then grants and funding’s from other bodies are all options. There are local 
government grants and loans, assistance from Sport England, Rural England, which are all being looked into. The £60, 000 
mentioned by David Huxtable is not an accurate figure yet. 
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Is the village field by pub not more important? 
 

It is important but it’s not for sale. We are focussing on what’s for sale now. We have attempted to procure this field previ-
ously but the owners are not interested. 
 

The field is not being used for anything at the moment. 
 

The reason the field is not being used, is we are not allowed access to it or a lease. 
 

But were you not offered a lease before? 
 

Charlie Fields, at a meeting to do with the School, said informally and verbally that acquiring a lease could be possible and 
may only be for the summer (2013). After this we have officially written to Charlie Fields requesting this but have had no 
replies. An informal, verbal mention is very different to official written clarification. 
 

Where are you considering affordable housing? 
 

We don’t know the answer to this yet. We could look at an outlining field that doesn’t have an impact on the village. Looking 
at council requirements, there is actually only showing a very small need for affordable housing. The Working Party was not 
set up to look into this, our action is to secure the field. We could look further into this if it is what the villagers want. 91% 
said they didn’t want the field to be built on – by ownership or long term lease. This is what the working party have been set 
up to achieve. They have only so far been working on retaining the field, if the village want them to look into places for af-
fordable housing as well, then this can happen as a separate action. As a group we came into this to protect the field, as a 
group we are trying to find out how to keep the field. It is nothing to do with housing or anything else. 
 

D.Ruddle - Could the parish council identify where the affordable housing could go. This needs to be in the village plan. 
 

Yes, one action to come out of this exercise will be to identify where the affordable housing could go. We haven’t had time 
in 5 and half weeks to do this yet. 
 

Could the council look into a long term future? 
 

The village plan was done in 2012. 
 

Dean R then pointed out that the SCC have not approached SSDC about affordable housing on the field, this was a mistake at 
the last meeting. However SCC have approached some housing associations. Dean has talked David Huxtable and he is not 
happy at the moment, he is the cabinet portfolio of all property in Somerset. 
 

Dean has had a word with Charlie Fields (an officer) who would like to help the village. He has suggested that Dean, Charlie 
and two members of the working party to go to county hall. Don’t include David Huxtable in this yet. To do a survey to value 
the land at this point will be a waste of money, as SCC will do their own survey. 
 

Conclusion 
 

David Morris - do we have the majority of village still in support for the working party to proceed. 
This was then voted upon. 
 

17 people + 10 people who voted beforehand = 27 people wishing to continue to try to retain the field. 
4 raised hands for against. 
 

This meeting then closed and was handed back to the official Parish Council meeting. The above decision was then formally 
voted on by Councillors. 
 

MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PLANNING MEETING HELD ON 
THURSDAY 6th March 2014 IN THE VILLAGE HALL after the bi-monthly meeting 

 

Present: Mr. A Masters (Chairman); Mrs. A Saunders (Vice-Chairman); D. Morris, P. Waters and Mr. M Clode (Parish 
Councillors); Mr D. Ruddle, Mrs. K Hatt (Parish Clerk) plus 4 parishioners. 
1. Apologies: None 
2. Declarations of Interest: None received. 
3. Previous minutes 
The minutes of the last planning meeting were read, approved and signed by the chairman. 
4. Planning approvals 
The following planning approval has been received and read (the parish councils objections were considered but rejected): 
13/05012/FUL change of roof from thatch to roman tiles, remedial works to gable walls and associated timber works. 
5. Planning application 
To consider a planning application relating to Park Cottage, Kingsdon, Mr Andrew Fryer, 14/00330/FUL and 14/00331/LBC. 
The councillors can see no objections. 
It was proposed to accept the application by D. Morris, seconded by P. Water, all were in favour. 
 

ACTION: K Hatt to email the planning inspector the result 
Meeting closed at 9.20pm 
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It’s your money – the parish precept. 
By Elaine Owen 

 

When I first became a parish councillor I had no idea how the parish finance worked and it took me a while to understand 
it.  Now that I have left the parish council I thought other people may be interested, especially as your new council tax bills 
have just been delivered.  
 

Precept 
 

Each year the parish council receives money called the ‘Precept’.  For 2014/2015 this has been set by the parish council at 
£8000.  The precept is allocated to all houses in the parish according to their council tax Band to give the charge shown as 
“Town Parish of Kingsdon’ on your bill. According to a calculator provided to the parish council by South Somerset District 
Council the charge for someone in a Band D house in Kingsdon will be around £52.49 for the year (about £5.20 per month if 
you pay over 10 months). 
 

Responsibility and Bank Accounts 
 

Each parish council has a Responsible Finance Officer (RFO) whose responsibilities are set out in the Financial Regulations 
for the parish which are available for anyone to read. However, all parish councillors share collective responsibility for finan-
cial management and participate in budget setting and approving expenditure. 
 

The parish has 3 bank accounts. The current account and the savings account added together represent the funds available to 
the parish council to spend. (The money in the other Children’s Account is ring-fenced for spend on child equipment and ac-
tivities). 
 

Each year the accounts are audited and this includes the figures in the bank accounts on 31st March. A t 31st March 2013 the 
total of the savings account and current account was £7,692. In accounting terms this figure is called the ‘outturn’ which is 
defined as “The actual amount at the end of a period of activity, rather than that expected or calculated earlier”.  
 

Reserve 
 

The reserve can be defined as the audited outturn on 31st March, minus any committed expenditure that has not yet been spent. 
The table below shows how this works.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If the reserve is too low the parish council may not be able to respond to expenses that might arise out of unforeseen events. 
But if it is too high then parishioners might reasonably expect a reduction in the precept, or for the parish council spend a bit 
more.  There is no law about how much should be kept in reserve, each parish council is responsible for making its own deci-
sion.  
 

 
 
Budget for 2014/2015 

The parish council has     
approved a ‘Budget for 
Precept’ which has been on 
display on the village     
noticeboards. The table 
opposite uses those figures 
and rearranges the figures 
in order of value. This then 
shows the actual money 
that the parish council has 
to work with for 
2014/2015.  
 

 

Year Precept End of year figure Less unspent committed expenditure Reserve 

2012/13 £5,500 £7692 (audited) £1,500 (Rec wall repairs) £6196 

2013/14 £7,000 £10,193 (estimate)                 £2,400 (Rec wall repairs) 
                £2,000 (Pound wall repairs) 
                £150 (Website) 
                £4,500 TOTAL 

£5,643 

 Expenditure   
(2013/14 actual in brackets)  

Estimate  
2014/15  

 Income Estimate  
2014/15  

A Recreation field maintenance (£600) £3,400 P Estimated balance at bank 
31/3/2014  

£10,193 

B Pound wall repairs (£0) £2700 Q Precept (£7000)  £8000 

C School sports field maintenance (£0) £1,500 R Donations (historically similar) £380 

D Village verge repairs  £0) £1,000 S SSDC  tax adjustment (£205) £305 

E Cutting Recreation Field  (£775) £775 T Allotments (£217) £217 

F Clerk (£50 per month) £600 U VAT refund £126 

G Rent for Rec field / allotments (£450) £450    

H Insurance (£433) £450    

I Verge cutting (£400) £400    

J Churchyard maintenance (£400) £400    

K Village Hall Rent (£195) £195    

L Website  (£450) £150    

L Website Upkeep (£0) £125    

M Audit fees (£78) £100    

N Membership Somerset Assoc of    Lo-
cal Councils (£84) 

£90    

O Defibrillator maintenance (£225) £75    

 TOTAL EXPENDITURE £12,410  TOTAL INCOME £19,221 

    Estimated reserve 31/03/2015 £6,811 Page 14 



Notes on the figures 
 

It is estimated that items E,F,G,H,I,K,M, N, R and T will be around the same £ as last year.  
 
A  Includes the £2,400 carried forward from previous year(s) to support expenditure against a written estimate accepted for 
wall repairs for £3000 (£600 of that was paid). An extra £1000 has been set aside for further recreation field maintenance to 
give the total of £3,400 shown. 
 

B   Includes the £2000 was unspent from July 2013 ‘guesstimate’. A further £700 has been added to give the current estimate 
that £2,700 needs to be spent on the Pound wall repairs this year. 
 

C   Currently the school sports field is owned and maintained by Somerset County Council. The £1,500 would be dependent 
upon the parish council obtaining a lease/ownership of the ground. 
 

D  Village verge cutting is shown at I (£400). This £1,000 is a new activity for verge repairs. 
 

J  The Chairman previously indicated in May 2013 that this may be raised to £500. 
 

L. £150 included from last year  for  building the website. It was noted in November  that no budget would be required 
for maintenance in 2014/15, but some has been allowed for contingency. 
 

O  £75 is to be set aside each year to fund replacement of the defibrillator battery every 3 years. 
 

P  Bank balance £10,838 given at March parish council meeting minus payments notified to that meeting. 
 

Monitoring against the budget 
 

Under the Financial Regulations “The RFO shall regularly provide the Council with a statement of receipts and payments to 
date under each head of the budgets, comparing actual expenditure to the appropriate date against that planned as shown in 
the budget. These statements are to be prepared at least at the end of each financial quarter.”  
 

What can a parish council do with its money? 
 

Under the Localism Act 2011 a ‘General Power of Competence’ was introduced. This allows a council to do anything that an 
individual might do (as long as other legislation does not forbid it). However, in order to be eligible to use these new powers 
(which would include, for example development of land) the council must have a qualified clerk and 2/3 of councillors must 
have stood for election.  
 

As Kingsdon parish council does not qualify, it is restricted to a specific list of activities. Not all of which apply to us (e.g. 
providing public conveniences). The list below shows the expenditure activities that seem most applicable to Kingsdon:  

 

* Allotments 
* Contributing towards the expense of cemeteries 
* Bus shelters 
* Providing and equipping buildings (community centres /village halls) for use of clubs having athletic, social or educational 
objectives, or for public meetings and assemblies. 
* Crime prevention 
* Providing entertainment, supporting the arts  
* Repairing and maintaining footpaths 
* Providing certain traffic signs and notices and contributing financially to traffic calming 
* Planting trees, shrubs and maintaining verges and ditches*  
* Acquire land, including for open spaces and recreation 
* Litter bins 
* Providing a parish newsletter and/or website 
* Retaining parish documents 
* Encouraging tourism 
* Community transport 
* Maintaining, repairing, protecting and adapting war memorials 
* Utilising wells, springs or streams (Kingsdon Spa anyone?) 
(To find the full list google The Good Councillors Guide, 4th edtion) 
 

Income and borrowing 
 

The parish council may charge users for services it provides, for example rent for an allotment. Parish Councils may also ap-
ply to borrow money from the Public Works Loan Board at a preferential interest rate over a term of up to 50 years, usually 
to purchase property (paid back from the precept). 
 

Who do I ask for more information about the parish accounts? 
 

If you have any questions you should first want check to see if the information you want is already in the public domain. 
(There will be a lot of information on the Kingsdon website shortly). You can also go along to a parish council meeting and 
ask questions. If you put questions in writing to the parish council they must be answered in writing within 20 working days 
under the Freedom of Information Act. 
 

 
*The County Council is responsible for ensuring that verges on highways are cut as frequently as necessary to ensure safety 
for users. To find out how often they cut verges, or to report a problem, visit www.somerset.gov.uk and type ‘overgrown 
verge’ into the search box.  If Parish Councils wish to maintain verges to a higher standard than the County Council they 
normally meet this cost themselves. Housing Associations are responsible for verges on their own estates and of course many 
individuals in Kingsdon look after the verges outside of their property (whether they own them or not). 
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All Saints Church 
Priest in Charge  
Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029  (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other occasional services) 
Assistant Priest                                                           
Revd Wendy Griffith  Tel 01458 224087                   
Church Warden 
Mrs Bel Allan  Tel. 01935 840878 
Parochial Church Council  
Secretary  Nicholas J. Allan  Tel 01935 840878       Treasurer Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692 
Tower Captain   
Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344 

 
 
Church Services for  April 
 

Sunday 6th April                          11 a.m.      Mattins                           
Palm Sunday 13th April              11 a.m.      Holy Communion         
Maundy Thursday 17th April      8 p.m.       Benefice Holy Communion in Charlton Adam   
Good Friday 18th April                2 p.m.       Devotional Service for Good Friday 
Easter Saturday 19th April     6.30 p.m.       Benefice Service of Hymns and Readings in Somerton     
Easter Sunday 20th April           11 a.m.       Holy Communion  
Sunday 27th April                     9.30 a.m.      Holy Communion 

Kingsdon Village Hall 
 

For all information  (except bookings)  contact: -  David 
Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. Kingsdon TA11 
7LL    Tel:01935 841453 
 

For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, 
Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444                                                     
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

 

Bookings for April 2014 
 

Short Mat Bowls   Mondays 7.30pm - 9pm, Tuesdays 
10am - 12noon 
 

Keep Fit   Tuesdays & Fridays   6pm - 7pm              
 

Table Tennis Club Tuesdays at 7.30pm (not 8th) 
 

Yeovil District Canine Soc. Wednesdays at 7pm and 
from 13th   Thursdays 6pm – 9pm 
 

Art Club   Thursdays 10am - 12 (Term time) 
 

Ladies Club   Tuesday 8th   7pm 
 

Practical Study Group   Wednesday 16th 
 

Quiz Night  Saturday  5th    
 

Seniors Club   Wednesday   23rd 3pm 
 

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club  
 

The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings (apart 
from the 2nd Tuesday in the month) between 7.30pm and 9.30pm.  If you 
are interested then please contact Shirley or Martin Singleton on 841162 or 
just come along. 

Kingsdon Cricket Club 
Chairman : Marilyn Elliott   4 Manor  Close, Kingsdon, Somer ton, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444   07990673935 
Secretary:  Ian Bir rell   Watersmeet, Huish Episcopi, Langpor t. TA10 9HE  Tel 01458 259231      07817959709 
Trustees: B. Car lisle, I. Bir rell, J . Schofield  
Captain / Treasurer: J . Schofield 
Vice-Captain: P. Waters 
 

Kingsdon Seniors Club 
 

The Seniors Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 3pm in the 
Village Hall.  New members are always welcome. 
For information contact Club Secretary  Marilyn Elliott,  4 Manor Close, 

Kingsdon. Tel 01935 841444    email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

Kingsdon Ladies Club 
 

The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm in the 
Village Hall.  New members and visitors are always welcome. 
For information contact Club President Lynne Davies, Holly House, Frog 
Lane, Kingsdon. TA11 7LL  Tel 01935 840660 or 
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11 7LB  

Tel 01935 840344 

The Kingsdon Chronicle 
 

The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation.  Cheques payable to ‘The 
Kingsdon Chronicle’   The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers.  Name and address must be supplied but may 
be withheld from publication on request..  The Kingsdon Chronicle reserves the right to edit items for publication. 
Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views of The Kingsdon Chronicle      
production  team. 
Editor:  Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW  Tel 01935 841444,  Mobile 07990673935,                                              
email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com       http:www.ukvillages.co.uk/UserNews/39269/The+Kingsdon+Chronicle 

 

 Church Rotas for April 
 

Brass:  
Linda Beswick & Sheila Lord 

 
Flowers:   

Norma Black 

Kingsdon Keep Fit Club 
 

The Keep Fit Club meets every Tuesday & Friday at 6pm till 7pm in the 
Village Hall.  New members are welcome, just come along or phone the   
organiser,  Lieth  Purdy on 07791743821 for more information 

Fixture for April 

 

Sunday 27th April    Long Sutton    Away 


