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A warm welcome awaits everyone to All Saints Church, Kingsdon
this Christmas Tide for the following Services
Sunday 15th December 6pm
Kingsdon Carol Service
Tuesday 24th December (Christmas Eve) 2.30 p.m.
Crib Service
Tuesday 24th December (Christmas Eve) 9.30 p.m.
“Not the Midnight” Holy Communion
Christmas Day 11 a.m.
Holy Communion

Keys in exchange for Peppercorn Rent
Another great day for
Kingsdon as the opening
of the shop came a step
closer, when we took possession of the Kingsdon
Primary School building.
The one peppercorn rent
was handed to Dean Ruddle, County Councillor in
exchange for the School
Keys.
The reality has arrived!!
HOORAY!

Village Shop Update
We are picking up pace as we move towards opening the temporary shop and there is almost too much to tell you!
First of all we are now in possession of a lease for the property. This is a Tenancy at Will for a peppercorn rent between
Kingsdon Centre and Somerset County Council. This means that the shop project is now independent from Kingsdon Parish Council, so if you have any questions please direct these to me or any member of the shop committee.
As you can imagine there is a lot of behind the scenes activity in relation to things like utilities connections, insurance,
sourcing equipment, fixtures and fittings, stock to sell and so on. We have officially called ourselves Kingsdon Centre as it
is nice and short for writing cheques etc and can be used for any activities that we undertake, but it does not mean the shop
has to be called ‘Kingsdon Centre’, we can call it by another name if we wish. We have created an Interim Constitution
which is on village noticeboards for people to read and has been circulated on email. Once the website is available we will
use this for communications too.
The long term project is also ticking along with the building survey and valuation being top of the ‘to do’ list.
We are delighted to announce that we have been successful in obtaining a grant for £722 from Somerset Community
Foundation (Perry’s Recycling Fund). This is a considerable help to us and we are sincerely grateful to them. We would
also like to thank everyone who is buying raffle tickets and supporting us in other ways. We have had many things offered
to us that we would otherwise have had to buy, and this is helping to close the funding gap. People have also been very
kind with the amount of time they have given to the project, there are simply too many people to thank, but you know who
you are!
We aim to open around the end of January. Our exact opening date will depend on having the right amount of funds and
enough volunteers to cover the rota. Patrick Leahy

Kingsdon Centre Community Shop Action Group
INTERIM CONSTITUTION
Name: The name of the group shall be the Kingsdon Centre, referred to in this document as the Action Group.
Objectives: The objectives of the Action Group shall be:
a.
To establish and maintain a community owned and managed village shop in the former Kingsdon Primary School in
the Parish of Kingsdon to supply food, household requirements and everyday necessities, together with such other services
as may be conveniently provided.
b.
To provide a community notice 'Wall' which shall provide a means of communication amongst villagers.
c.
To provide either a regular or an occasional cafe facility to complement the community shop.
d.
To promote a stronger spirit of community in the local area
Management: The Action Group is to convert itself into an Industrial Provident Society at a time to be determined by the
committee of management described below. At the date of conversion, a revised set of operating rules will be brought into
use.
The Action Group shall elect the following key officers: Chairman, Secretary, and a Treasurer.
The Action Group shall take all actions consistent with the law to further the objectives of the Project. Activities will be
carried out in compliance with policies passed by the Committee.
Any alteration to these rules shall only be made by a resolution passed at a Committee meeting at which not less than 2/3
of Committee members are present, one of which must be either the Chairman or Secretary.
A copy of this constitution shall be available to all parishioners via village noticeboards.
Finance: The Action Group shall have the authority to raise funds to further its objectives and shall apply those funds
solely for this purpose. A record of all sums received shall be maintained.
The Action Group shall have the authority to open and run a bank account and shall authorise member(s) of the committee
to operate the account on their behalf. Cheques must be signed by two committee members, who must not be related or
live in the same house,
Any funds remaining in the bank account on conversion to an Industrial Provident Society (IPS) shall be paid directly to
the vehicle set up to run the IPS.
If the Action Group is dissolved without conversion its assets shall be realised. After any creditors have been satisfied any
surplus will be passed to the Kingsdon Jubilee Fund for the general benefit of the village.
No payment shall be made to a member of the Committee except to reimburse approved expenses incurred in the work of
the Group.
Continued on page 3
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Quorum: The quorum for meetings of the Committee shall be 1/3 of the members of the Committee.
Urgent matters relating to the Project may be taken forward by any 3 members of the Committee (one of whom shall
be the Chairman) but any action taken shall be confirmed at the next full Committee meeting.
Dissolution: The Action Group shall be dissolved on the following grounds:
The formation of an Industrial Provident Society to take over the objectives.
Agreement by 2/3 of the Committee to dissolve the group
Failure to meet for a period of 8 weeks.
This constitution was approved at the Committee meeting of the Kingsdon Centre Community Shop Action Group at
The Tithe Barn on October 16th 2013.

Signed by Patrick Leahy (Chairman), Elaine Owen (Secretary) & Kate Redwood (Treasurer)

Stuck for a Christmas present idea??
Want to get something a bit different and special??
What do you get for the friend who has everything??

Well how about a unique

Kingsdon 2014 Calendar
The ideal gift for family members spread far and wide
in the UK & Abroad
Full of wonderful pictures of our village and surroundings
To obtain a copy contact:
Brian & Gill Paine – Westgate, Top Street
Tel No: 01935 842058
E-mail: b.paine253@btinternet.com
Wally & Marilyn Elliott – 4 Manor Close
Tel No: 01935 841444
E-mail: wallyelliott@hotmail.com
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Kingsdon Ladies help for Mary’s Meals Backpack Project
After several months of collecting items to fill each backpack, it was with a sense of satisfaction and achievement
that 44 backpacks were filled. Most families, in the areas where Mary's Meals work, cannot afford to buy basic
school items for their children, so the backpacks can be a lifeline for those who have nothing. The backpacks encourage the children to attend school, where they are also fed - this makes for a happy child.
To date over 300,000 backpacks have been distributed mostly to Haiti, Kenya and Malawi. Also over 822,000 children are now being fed each
day. Not only this but Mary's
Meals provides aid to those
countries which have experienced natural disasters.
Mary's Meals has an excellent
website www.marysmeals.org.uk where
you can follow their work. The
CHILD31 video is highly recommended.
Thanks must go to all those who
supported the Backpack Project,
and also to the group of ladies
who helped fill the bags. A great
effort by all.
Ann Leahy
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TALLY HO AND CHEERS!
By Peter Crowter
The first time I saw Charlie Marrow, he was driving his blue sporty car,
His glamorous wife was beside him, she looked like a young movie star.
They’d recently moved to The Cottage, which once was the home of the squire,
But to this exalted position, I’m sure that Charles did not aspire.
Of course we did not use the name Charlie, well certainly not to his face,
For he was a gentleman farmer, and most of us folk knew our place.
A popular man in the village, he never put on any airs,
A V.I.P. I’d say to Kingsdon, you could say he was ‘Charge d’affaires’.
When I drove a lorry for Attwells, near Christmas the boss said to me,
‘To a hunt you’ve to take Mrs Marrow’, a very nice job you’ll agree.
She had to be taken to Sherborne, to ride with the Blackmore Vale Hunt,
Her horse in the back of the wagon, and she’d be with me in the front.
Her husband helped load up her hunter, he then helped his wife to her seat,
He said, ‘You have a precious cargo, so drive her with care to the meet’
Beside her I felt a tad nervous, and so I was extra polite,
White jodhpurs can be very sexy, especially when they are so tight.
We got to the meet with no problems, and took out her horse from the box,
She had to stretch up to the stirrup, because there were no mounting blocks.
I knew I should give her a leg up, but I was too worried in case,
In not being sure how to do it, I put my hand in the wrong place.
And when the day’s hunting was over, and they’d finished chasing the fox,
I drove round to find Mrs Marrow, and loaded her horse in the box.
We got back to Kingsdon quite safely, and Charles was delighted to hear,
His wife had enjoyed her day’s hunting, and that she was full of good cheer.
And talking of good cheer - at Christmas, to me fell one more pleasant task,
To drive all the singers for carols, alongside me Charles with his flask.
He rode in the cab of my lorry, and we took a regular nip,
His hip flask contained Cherry Brandy, we had an enjoyable trip.

Merry Christmas to Mrs Marrow and you all!

Dishwasher needs a new home
We have a dishwasher sitting in the kitchen looking for new home . It’s in perfect working order.
It would be a shame if we have to take it to the tip. If anyone could make use of it please come and collect
phone 01935 840865 or 07812 110548

Kingsdon Ladies Club
The Kingsdon Ladies Club meeting held on Tuesday 12th November was opened by Lynne Davies and 16 members were present. Lynne introduced us to Anne
Hassard who gave us a demonstration of Floral
Christmas Decorations. Anne lives near High Ham
and has worked at "Blooming Linda's" in Somerton
for nearly 20 years.
During the evening Anne completed 5 very different
floral displays and at the end of the evening 5 lucky
members were able to take them home!
There is no meeting in December, as the Christmas
meal will be held on Tuesday 10th December at
6.30pm for 7pm at the Lime Kiln.
The next meeting at the village hall is on 14th January 2014 at 7.30pm and the speaker will be John
Collins and he will be talking on "Calligraphy." New
members are welcome.
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Pilates Classes
Pilates classes are now running in Charlton Mackrell at
The Reading Room. Pilates
can help improve posture,
reduce muscular imbalances
and benefit your wellbeing.
The classes are held by a
Chartered Senior Physiotherapist and are small
groups to allow for constant
postural correction and individual progression.
Men and women of any ability are welcome. Classes are
held on a Wednesday afternoon and are £7 a class.
Please contact:
Charlotte Cunliffe on
07793028247 or email:
cunliffechlotte@hotmail.com
for more details or to book

Kingsdon Parish Council Vacancy
If you are interested in becoming a Kingsdon Parish Councillor and you meet the criteria below, please contact
Kate Hatt, Clerk to Kingsdon Parish Council, Bluebell House, Mow Barton Road, Kingsdon.. TA11 7DX
Tel 01935 841275 Email kingsdonclerk@btinternet.com to notify of your interest in the available vacancy
A candidate for Kingsdon Parish Council is qualified if, when nominated - (a) he or she is a British citizen, Commonwealth citizen, citizen of the Irish Republic or a citizen of another European Union State. (b) is 18 years of age, and
(c) is either in the list of electors for the Parish or has during the whole of the preceding twelve months
(i) occupied land as owner or tenant in it, or (ii) had a principal place of work there, or (iii) resided in or within three
miles of it.

The next Kingsdon Parish Council meeting will be at 7pm on Thursday 9th
January 2014 in Kingsdon Village Hall to which all are invited

Babysitter
Pollyanna Wright
Pollyana is 17 years old and lives in Kingsdon. She is
available most nights. Her contact no is 07875328703
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Christmas Greetings in the Chronicle
In previous years readers have been able to have a Christmas greeting published in the Chronicle thereby saving
on sending cards to their friends in Kingsdon. If you would like to avail yourself of this service please send the
message you would like to appear in the December Chronicle which will be published on 23rd December to
Wally at 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon Tel 841444 email wallyelliott@hotmail.com

Kingsdon Jubilee
Fund
Collection point
The Kingsdon Inn has
agreed to act as a collection
point for your replies for the
Jubilee Fund. 100+ Club
Forms and Christmas Draw
counterfoils may be left at
the Inn, please clearly mark
envelope ‘Jubilee Fund’

Kingsdon “Get Fit” Class
Hi, my name is Lieth Purdy, I am a qualified Personal Trainer who lives in the village. I am interested in introducing a "Keep Fit" class to the village, to be held in
the village hall.
If you are interested in coming along, please give me a call so I can see if I can
make it an enjoyable evening for all.
Drinks supplied to the exhausted!
Come a long, meet new people and get fit whilst having fun.
Please call Lieth on 07791 743821
or email: liethpurdy@hotmail.co.uk
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The Kingsdon Jubilee Fund is registered under the Gambling Act 2005 with South Somerset District Council. No. 33427

Recommended last posting dates in December for Christmas Delivery
Asia, Far East, Japan, New Zealand

Wednesday 4th

HM Forces Mail - British Forces Post
Office (BFPO)

Australia

Thursday 5th

Airmail to Operational BFPOs

Monday 2nd

Africa, Caribbean, Central & South America, Friday 6th
Middle East

Airmail to Static BFPOs

Friday 13th

Cyprus, Eastern Europe, Turkey

Monday 9th

Sending in the UK

Canada, France, Greece, Poland

Tuesday 10th

2nd Class and Royal Mail Signed For™

Wednesday 18th

USA

Friday 13th

1st Class and Royal Mail Signed For™

Friday 20th

Western Europe (excluding France, Greece,
Poland

Saturday 14th

Royal Mail Special Delivery Guaranteed™ Monday 23rd
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Advertising in the Kingsdon Chronicle
As from 1st January all business adverts measuring 3” x 3” will be charged at
£30 per annum. Larger sizes will be charged proportionately.
Personal advertising will remain free.
Please contact Wally for information and to advertise. Tel 01935 841444
Email wallyelliott@hotmail.com

Kingsdon Church Bazaar 16th Nov. 2013
On behalf of the PCC I would like to thank everybody who helped to make this year’s Christmas Bazaar such a great
success. To those who organised, ran stalls, donated goods and prizes, helped out on the day and especially to all of you
who came and spent your hard earned money, many thanks indeed.
We managed to raise a wonderful total of £943.70, and the individual stall totals are as follows;

Stall Totals
* Cakes - £195.75
* Raffle - £168.00
* Bottle Stall - £158.50
* Bacon Butties - £159.00
* Toys/Games - £9.00
* Bargain Stall - £29.50
* Gifts - £64.50
* Books - £25.50
Many thanks once again.

* Face Painting - £9.50
* Pasminas & Jewellery - £60.95
* Xmas Cake (Weight of) - £19.70
* Stitches in Blanket - £13.00
* Donation (Xmas Cards) - £5.00
* Donation (Calendars) - £26.00
TOTAL = £943.90
Alan Carnall – Hon. Treasurer

It’s a first: Anaerobic digestion facility generates food power
Somerset’s new anaerobic digestion (AD) facility has produced its first power from the food waste of thousands of the
county’s families.
Using its special “burping bacteria”, the £10 million AD facility is producing methane that drives gas turbines to generate
electricity to export to the national grid as well as run the plant itself.
The AD facility can take at least 19,000 tonnes of Somerset’s food waste each year, from plate scrapings to – just in
time for Christmas– whatever is left of the festive turkey.
Somerset Waste Partnership managing director Steve Read said: “This is an
important step for the AD facility and for Somerset, so we can recycle all of our
food waste into clean green power.
“We want every family to make sure no food waste goes into their refuse bins –
that is wasteful, polluting and costs millions– and to put it all in the kerbside
food waste container.”
During the present commissioning stage, increasing amounts of food waste
from every part of Somerset are being fed into the AD facility that is being
build at Walpole, near Bridgwater for Viridor, one of the UK’s leading recycling, renewable energy and waste management companies.
Technical experts from Viridor and the
construction company Monsal say the AD
facility has also created its first
Collection Dates for
“digestate”,which is what remains after
Kingsdon in December AD is complete.
The digestate is being analysed to gain
Wheelie Bins
approval from the Environment Agency
Tuesdays 3rd, 17th & 31st
so it can be used as an agricultural bioferRecycling
tiliser by Somerset farmers to grow more
Tuesdays 3rd, 10th, 17th,
food in an ideal example of closed loop
24th & 31st
recycling.
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A Kindergarten teacher was observing her classroom of
children while they were drawing. She would occasionally walk around to see each child's work. As she got to
one little girl who was working diligently, she asked
what the drawing was. The girl replied, 'I'm drawing
God.'
The teacher paused and said, 'But no one knows what
God looks like.' Without missing a beat, or looking up

A teacher was giving a lesson on the circulation of the blood.
Trying to make the matter clearer, she said, 'Now, class, if I
stood on my head, the blood, as you know, would run into it,
and I would turn red in the face.' 'Yes,' the class said. 'Then
why is it that while I am standing upright in the ordinary position the blood doesn't run into my feet?'
A little Johnny shouted, 'Cause your feet ain't empty.'

A young woman sat down next to him, and, as the train rolled
out of the station, pulled out her cell phone and started talking in
a loud voice,
Words with two Meanings
"Hi sweetheart. It's Sue. I'm on the train."
THINGY (thing-ee) n.
"Yes, I know it's the six thirty and not the four thirty, but I had a
Female………..Any part under a car's bonnet.
long meeting."
Male…………...The strap fastener on a woman's bra.
"No, honey, not with that Kevin from the accounting office. It
was with the boss."
COMMUNICATION (ko-myoo-ni-kay-shon) n.
Female... The open sharing of thoughts and feelings with "No sweetheart, you're the only one in my life."
"Yes, I'm sure, cross my heart!"
one's partner.
Fifteen minutes later, she was still talking loudly.
Male……..Leaving a note before taking off on a fishing The man sitting next to her had now had enough. He leaned over
trip with the boys.
and said into the phone,
"Sue, get off the damn phone and come back to bed."
ENTERTAINMENT (en-ter-tayn-ment) n.
Sue no longer uses her cell phone in public.
Female.... A good movie, concert, play or book.

Male…...Anything that can be done while drinking beer.

STUDENT WHO OBTAINED 0% ON AN EXAM
Ql. In which battle did Napoleon die? A. his last battle
Q2. Where was the Declaration of Independence signed?
A. at the bottom of the page
Q3. River Ravi flows in which state?
A. liquid
Q4. What is the main reason for divorce? A. marriage
FLATULENCE (flach-u-lens) n.
Q5. What is the main reason for failure? A. exams
Female.... ….An embarrassing by-product of indigestion.
Q6. What can you never eat for breakfast? A. Lunch &
Male……….A source of entertainment, self-expression,
dinner
male bonding
Q7. What looks like half an apple?
A. The other half
Q8.
If
you
throw
a
red
stone
into
the
blue
sea what will it
One morning three women are golfing on the fourth
A. It will simply become wet
green when suddenly a guy runs by wearing nothing but become?
Q9.
How
can
a
man go eight days without sleeping ?
a bag over his head.
As he passes by the first woman, she looks down and
A. No problem, he sleeps at night.
says, "Well, he's certainly not my husband."
Q10.. How can you lift an elephant with one hand?
As he passes by the second woman, she also glances
A. You will never find an elephant that has only one hand..
downward and says, "He's not my husband either."
Ql 1. If you had three apples and four oranges in one hand
He then passes by the third woman, who also looks down and four apples and three oranges in other hand, what
as he runs by her. "Wait a minute," she says. "He's not
would you have ?
A. Very large hands
even a member of this golf club."
Q12. If it took eight men ten hours to build a wall, how
long would it take four men to build it? A. No time at
Just had my water bill of £175 drop on my mat. That's a all, the wall is already built.
lot. Oxfam can supply a whole African village for just £2 Q13. How can u drop a raw egg onto a concrete floor witha month: time to change supplier I think.
out cracking it? A. Any way you want, concrete floors are
Two women called at my door and asked what bread I
very hard to crack.
ate, when I said white they gave me a lecture on the
Did you hear about the person who forgot to pay their
benefits of brown bread for 30 minutes.
exorcist?
I think they were those Hovis Witnesses.
They were repossessed.
A mummy covered in chocolate and nuts has been discovered in Egypt .
Mrs. Sullivan and her little daughter Patty were outside the
Archaeologists believe it may be Pharaoh Rocher...
church watching all the comings and goings of a wedding.
After the photographs had been taken, everyone had
Seven wheelchair athletes have been banned from the
driven off to the reception, and all the excitement was
Paralympics after they tested positive for WD40.
over. Patty asked her mother, “Why did the bride change
Sailing results are in, GB took gold, USA took silver and her mind, Mommy? “How do you mean, change her
Somalia took a middle aged couple from Weymouth.
mind?” asked Mrs. Sullivan.
“Well said the child, “she went into the church with one
I've been charged with murder for killing a man with
sandpaper. To be honest I only intended to rough him up man and came out with another!”
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REMOTE CONTROL (ri-moht kon-trohl) n.
Female.... A device for changing from one TV channel to
another.
Male………..A device for scanning through all 375
channels every 5 minutes.
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Kingsdon Parish Councillors and their Specific Topics
Tony Masters: (Chairman) Jacaranda, Lotment Hill, Kingsdon, TA11 7LG Tel 01935 840801
Email: armasters@btinternet.com
Angela Saunders: (Vice-Chairman, Finance ) Chatsworth, Top Street, Kingsdon, TA11 7JU Tel 01935 840130
Email: angiesaunders@btinternet.com
Mel Clode: (Dog fouling and related items, Litter, Graffiti, Fly tipping, Fly posting, Damaged bins & Abandoned
vehicles and related items) 3 Underwood Rd, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ Tel 01935 840293
Email: melclode273@btinternet.com
Antony Colton: (Highways, Defibrillator) 30 Underwood Road, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ Tel 07894954449
Email: antmaria50@gmail.com
Dave Morris: (Footpaths & Trees) Stithians Cottage, North Town, Kingsdon, TA11 7LQ.
Elaine Owen: (Community Centre) Innes House, Lower Road, Kingsdon, TA11 7LL Tel 01 935 841120
Email: elaine.kingsdonpc@uwclub.net
John Calvert (District Councillor Northstone Ward) Peacock Cottage, High St. Queen Camel. BA22 7NQ
Tel 01935 850458 Email: john.calvert@southsomerset.gov.uk
Dean Ruddle (County Councillor Somerton Division) Freshfields, Cartway Lane, Somerton TA11 6JH
Tel: 07976 556054 Email: deanruddle@me .com
David Heath MP Constituency Office - 14 Catherine Hill, Frome, Somerset, BA11 1BZ Tel: 01373 473618
Fax: 01373 455152 Claire Hudson: head of office - email: hudsoncl@parliament.uk
Kate Hatt (Kingsdon Parish Council Clerk). Bluebell House, Mow Barton Road, Kingsdon.. TA11 7DX
Tel 01935 841275 Email kingsdonclerk@btinternet.com
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Planning Applications
Application No: 13/04364/AGN
Type of application: Agricultural notification 28 days
Location: Land At Rocky Hill, Kingsdon, Somerton, Somerset
Site Description and proposal: The application is a notification for agricultural development in the form of the alteration of an existing access track which is also a public footpath and runs north-east from Rocky Hill, a classified 'B'
class road. It is proposed to surface the track with dust stone of a cream colour. The track itself is 240 metres in length
and 4 metres in width.
According to the application, the works are necessary for the purposes of agriculture, more specifically forestry, to
facilitate lorry access into the woodland to deliver and collect machinery and to collect timber resulting from woodland management operations. The agricultural holding to which the notification relates is comprised of 45.8 hectares
with the parcel of land to which the development relates comprised of less than 0.4 hectares.
Considerations: Whilst the principle of the upgrading of the existing track and the materials of the are considered to
be suitable, the proposed works are not considered to be permitted development according to paragraph 'g' of Class A,
Part 6, Schedule 2 of The Town and Country Planning (General Permitted Development) Order 1995. This is because
the south-westernmost extent of the development would be within 25 metres of Rocky Hill, a classified road.
Decision: The proposal therefore requires planning permission.
Application No: 13/04677/FUL
Address: Highfields, Henley Road, Kingsdon, Somerset, TA11 7LJ,
Proposal: Erection of porch
Decision: Pending

Draft Minutes of the Kingsdon Bi-Monthly Meeting held on
Thursday 14th November 2013 in the Village Hall
Present: Mr. A Masters (Chairman); Mrs. A Saunders (Vice-Chairman); D. Morris, M. Clode and Mrs. E Owen
(Parish Councillors); Mr. J. Calvert (District Councillor); Mr D. Ruddle (County Councillor); Mrs. K Hatt (Parish
Clerk) plus 19 parishioners.
1. Apologies: A.Colton.
2. Declarations of Interest: None received.
3. Minutes:
The minutes having been previously circulated were approved and agreed.
4. Kingsdon Community Centre and Sports Field:
4.1 Temporary Village Shop:
A report was made by E. Owen, please see detailed report attached.
In summary – The change of use been approved. An account has been opened and treasurer appointed. Further grants
have been received and donations. Village fundraising began. Tenancy has been agreed, does not include land at rear.
The Insurance for utilities is in hand. A meeting will be called for the village shortly. There will be a cleaning/painting
weekend on 30/11 and 1/12.
A statement was read out written by Patrick L – The tenancy agreement has now been created directly between the
SCC and the Kingsdon community centre committee. The only thing that stands in the way of the shop opening is
funds, we are making excellent progress but around £3000 more is needed. A whole village meeting has been arranged
for Thursday 28th November at 7pm in the village hall, all residents invited.
E.Owen expressed thanks to Patrick, SSDC and SCC for all their hard work and support. There will be a press release
to which D.Ruddle has been invited.
The parish council agreed match funding of £750, the project is now asking for this money now. This was agreed to
now be handed over by the Parish Council.
4.2 Kingsdon Centre:
E.Owen. There is no more to add at this time but it will be tackled at the meeting on the 28th November 2013.
4.3 Former Primary School Field:
Councillor D Morris reported:
The information he is getting back from David Huxtable, David Clews and Charlie Fields, seems to be a case of one or
the other, we can have the school or field, they are inextricably linked. David wants a decision on field to be put off
until at least the school project has been running long enough to see if it has a future. Otherwise, if the school project
does fail, we are in great danger of having lost both. He has written many times asking for us to have at least a temporary lease on the field.
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The village will have no green space of its own if we lose the field (we only lease the field opposite the pub). An action
group will be required but this is a little ahead of the game until we get a lease on the field. So we need to wait to hear
back from Charlie Field. This will be asked for in the chronicle once we have heard back from Charlie Field.
E.Owen requested to see a copy of the letter sent to David Huxtable. She also stated that she does not believe we can
draw the conclusion that it is one or the other by reading between the lines. David replied that he has directly been told
this.
Dean Ruddle stated - we have an obligation at County hall to raise as much money as possible. He has no paperwork yet
but it is very likely that we will receive paperwork in the next 2 or 3 months for planning permission.
A parishioner questioned why have we not had a reply? If we have sent letters they are obliged to reply. We shouldn’t
take no for an answer. We can’t say we haven’t got a reply so therefore we are going to lose. David responded that he
has certainly not given up and is keeping up the pressure.
T. Masters asked both Dean Ruddle and John Calvert - what side of the fence are they sitting? John stated he has no
standing being at County Council but the SCC point of view would be that the school is more of a liability than field,
therefore they are more likely to want to get rid of the school to the village but do something (build houses) on the field.
i.e. the school could lose them money but the field will make it for them. There would also be Kudos for the SCC.
Dean agrees and said it wasn’t easy to get the lease on the school but the SCC will want something back for the school –
they will apply for the field.
Tony stated that therefore if the shop fails, you will take it back and we will have nothing – no school or shop.
David stated concern that to him there is a very real likelihood we will lose both he believes personally that there is a
likely 50/50 chance that the shop will/won't work as it will be costly to run and sustain in a Grade II listed building. He
feels (personally) wiser to invest in small extension onto existing village hall, where the advantage of car park, facilities
and customers already exist.
Elaine responded that the Plunkett foundation is running at a 96% success rate. A parishioner and councillor Owen think
the shop has a high chance of working.
M.Clode said that it needed a fair trial and he would support whatever the outcome.
John Calvert said we may need to accept loss of the school field and look to purchase another field using the 106 money
we will receive if we want a field.
David pointed out that there is no other field in the village for us to buy with 106 money and appealed to the parishioners - How fond are we of green spaces in our village?
5. Maintenance
5.1 Grass verge cutting
No update as A.Colton absent.
5.2 Environment
Received an update from M. Clode- we have a new dog bin by school and a waste bin is about to be put in place. New
notices can be acquired if parishioners are getting problems of dog fouling. We should have some in parish for people to
have if they wish.
Parishioner – do we want more stickers, we have enough.
There was agreement to buy the stickers and Parish council to hold them to be given out to parishioners who request
them should they have a real problem.
6. Highways
6.1 Speed limit
No report as A.Colton absent.
7. Legal Policies
Code of conduct, freedom of information, financial regulations and standing orders were discussed.
Code of conductMel Clode stated that he is not happy with just adopting the current NALC code of conduct. They have reduced it to
7points instead of 10. He feels important ones have been dropped important ones and the old ones should be put back in.
Elaine Owen stated that she was unsure that making changes reflecting back to 2003 would be wise. It is safer to have
the current and up to date document.
David questioned whether there was an issue with adding in the missing points? Can we find this out? It was agreed that
the Clerk would check with Ian that we can add the missing points that have been omitted from the 2003 code of conduct.
Freedom of information –
Elaine stated that we have to adopt this with no changes, supposed to have been done in 2009.
Adopt the part we have to without change.
E. Owen proposed that we adopt the model publication scheme, seconded by Mel, all were in favour.
The document that we fill in as part of the freedom of information needs to be ready to adopt at the next meeting.
Action – all councillors to respond to clerk before the next meeting with what needs to go in the empty boxes.
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Standing orders –
M Clode stated that they are missing prejudicial interest and this needs to be added in. This is not being able to vote if
a councillor has an interest, called declarable prejudicial interests.
The Councillors need further time to look at the standing orders therefore this will be carried over to the next meeting.
Action – councillors to look at standing orders and report back to clerk before the next meeting.
Financial regulations –
A. Saunders would like to put a few queries through to the solicitor first so it was agreed to propose this to the next
meeting.
8. Children’s Play Area/Equipment
The clerk read out a message from Mike Brown which said he has decided to not take any further action until he had
heard from all grant requests. By the end of the year he should have a decision from all funders. Then with a figure of
what’s available, he will work on more detailed plans of what would be possible and put an article in the chronicle to
allow the children of the village to decide what they would like in their area.
The old play equipment has been mentioned to Mike that is in the old school. The school committee will take this
away if no one wants it.
9. Village website
E.Owen reported that everyone has seen a mock up. We need to make a decision on url, it better to have .org as we are
not American (.com) or a business (.co.uk).
Who will look after it? Individual people will look after their page, and everyone has a deputy. This will keep the website updated.
Elaine proposed that we pay the first installment of £300. All agreed.
10. Grants
10.1 Health and well-being fund
Dean would like the health and well-being fund money out by February. We have had no requests from parishioners.
David is interested in using this money for the sport field for the lease. Dean feels it is too far off to use the money for
this.
10.2 Invest and Save Scheme (formally community enablement fund).
Clerk clarified this scheme from email from Dean Ruddle. The advice is not to use the scheme. Councillors agreed to
follow this advice.
11. Langport Railway Station
Patrick wanted to back Langport in their request to have a railway. Do we want to back this?
Angie – could we send a letter of support to Langport?
Tony personally doesn’t feel this is logical.
Dean stated that there is a long term plan to open up Somerton and langport station. Doesn’t think it is the right time to
back it yet, but support in the future may be useful.
It was agreed to leave it at this stage but act in the future when the time was right.
12. Somerset Community Justice Panel
This is a charity that helps victims of low level crime:
Often the incidents in themselves are not serious enough for the Police to proceed leaving the issues unresolved. This
is where we come in. The police refer such cases to us and we organise restorative justice conferences in the community where the disruption is taking place. Run by our highly trained local volunteers these panels give the victims and
perpetrators of anti-social behaviour and neighbourhood disputes the major causes of social harm, a safe and controlled environment in which to come together to agree a trouble free way forward. A formal agreement is reached and
passed back to the Police for monitoring.
They are looking to make people in the community aware that this is available to them, for volunteers and funding.
It was agreed to put something in the chronicle about it but the parish council were unable to give a donation.
13. Community Briefing at RNAS Yeovilton
Elaine Owen and Tony Masters attended an informative session on the future changes at RNAS Yeovilton. Elaine reported that there is going to be lots of building work, but knocking down existing and putting up new. There will be
increased traffic. The types of helicopters will be changing, but no increased activity.
Some of the low flying is not their fault, if it’s not a helicopter it’s not them.
There will be a change of personnel as some army people coming in; impact will be mainly on the schools.
The main impact in Kingsdon will be people moving into the area, my-be looking for housing in the area. Only initially as overall the numbers will remain the same.
14. Cheque signing and financial report
14.1 Financial report
John Calvert asked when would we be setting our precept? He also reminded us that the District Council are short of
money, things that we have looked to the district council in previous years we won’t be able to get, services previously
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paid for by the District and County Councils will now fall to the Parish Council to cover, so it may-be wise to increase the precept a little. The District Council budget contains substantial cuts so err on the side of caution. The
County highways will be taking the biggest hit. Parishioners will not be happy at a rise in council tax but be prepared
for this increase.
The precept is due to be set at our January meeting. Councillors will be circularised shortly with 2013/2014 figures
and of anticipated outgoings in 2014/2015.
The Internal Auditor has recently seen the accounts and as far as he is concerned everything is in order.
Balances have been notified via the agenda and Council brought up to date with payments made out of Council as
detailed on the agenda.
The Council has received a refund of £20.40 from AJ Products, which the company had inadvertently overcharged us
for the dog bin. This sum is reflected in the balances given as per the agenda.
I feel that we need to anticipate the submission of the verge cutting invoice from Simon Rumbles and
Philip Waters. Chairman, Tony Masters, negotiated a reduction on their original quote of £450 down to £400 and notified Councillors at the beginning of the summer. Tony submitted the invoice at the start of the meeting. Simon and
Philip to be thanked, in writing, for the extra work on the pound at no cost to the Council.
It was asked if there was any progress on VAT rebate? Angie replied that no and HMRC have no record of it being
submitted. Angie is going to have to re-submit it.
14.2 Cheque signing
Cheques signed out of Council since the last meeting:
a) AJ Products waste bin £94.80; b) minute book £16.99; c) Kingsdon Centre (balance of SCC grant £557.50 Cheques
approved and to be signed after the meeting:
a) W. Elliott for cutting of the Parish field 2013 season, £775
b) K. Hatt 2x £50 (Nov and Dec) payments
c) Simon Rumbles and Philip Waters - £400.00, verge cutting
d) Kingsdon Centre –pledge from KPC - £750.00
e) Hannah Carlisle for web design - £300 on production of invoice.
f) Purchase of dog fouling stickers 50 for £15 + vat + £1.51 P and P.
15. Bus shelter and snow clearance
Tony asked if someone else take on these areas after Anthony Colton’s resignation. Tony will forward them to everybody.
The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30 pm. Reports for Parish Council meeting 14th November 2013

School Temporary Shop report
1. Planning permission for change of use to shop/cafe has now been approved.
2. The shop project has been accepted by the Cooperative bank and an account opened in the name of the Kingsdon
Centre. A treasurer Kate Redwood (a parishioner with previous bank management experience) has been appointed.
3. We are pleased to announce that a further grant of £722 has been received from Somerset
Community Foundation and £100 employee grant from Ordnance Survey. Some individual donations have also been
received for which we are very grateful. Village fundraising has begun in earnest with a Christmas raffle.
4. The Tenancy at Will lease was supplied by Somerset County Council. The tenancy does NOT include the land to
the rear of the school. A whole village meeting will be called once this is signed.
5. Arrangements for insurance and utilities connections are in hand.
6. A suite of policy and management documents have been produced by a committee member with professional experience and will reside on a separate management system. These include an Interim Constitution, Health and Safety,
Equality and Diversity Policy, Complaints Procedure, Volunteer Expense policy and claim form and many others as
required by law or recommended as necessary to run a community shop. The Interim Constitution is published on the
village notice boards.
7. A cleaning and painting weekend has been announced for 30th November / 1st December.
Volunteers should contact Rosemary Russell on 01935 840799.
School Long Term Plan Report
As announced in the Kingsdon Chronicle we have been awarded the full pre-feasibility grant applied for of £6740.
This has been accepted by the management committee and the grants documentation is now being completed so that
funds can be released.
Minutes and papers
The above are a very brief resume of the activity that has taken place between the parish council meetings. School
project committee meetings took place on 16th September and 16th October.
Minutes / other documents are available on request from the Secretary for the project Elaine Owen. Once the village
website is available these will be accessible online. Elaine Owen
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Former Village School Field- Update
Dear Villagers
I was asked at the November Parish Council Meeting to provide a progress update on the position and fate of the Former School Sports field (adjoining the Village Allotment).
The current position, is that it is still owned and retained by Somerset County Council and despite numerous communications from the Parish Council to SCC to try to achieve a lease for the village to use the field, no substantial results have been forthcoming.
I have established that as a formally marked and designated sports field it has to remain as a sports field unless an
application to the Secretary of Sate is made (by the owner) for a change of use. However, that only lasts for a limited
period (3 and in some cases 5 years) after which the Owners (ie- the SCC) can apply for change of use and planning
permission to build if they wished.
If Villagers are at all keen to see this valuable green space within the village kept from development then I fear we
have very little time to make a clear point to SCC to demonstrate our desire to preserve it. Remember, we only lease
the Park Field opposite the Pub and we have no other Village Green or green spaces within the boundary of the village.
At the meeting I was quite rightly asked the direct question by a parishioner, if I was doing enough, and being persistent enough in perusing the case with SCC and was urged to keep the pressure on. I am indeed contacting SCC as
often as possible, and although not a completely loan voice would appreciate some more weight of opinion from as
many other villagers as possible.
County Councillor Mr. Dean Ruddle did pledged assistance and support where he was able. Councillor Ruddle does
also hold the budget for funds to be spent on Community Health and Well-being projects, and has since told me he
will explore the possibility of a lease and whether any of the wellbeing grant may be eligible.
Mr David Huxtable

Cabinet Member Resources
County Hall
Taunton
TA1 4DY
djhuxtable@somerset.gov.uk
Dear Mr. Huxtable,
As a result of the November Kingsdon Parish Council meeting we have been advised that no clear guidance has been
given to the Parish Council regarding the possibility of the village retaining and using the former School Sports Field
despite numerous approaches and requests to do so.
The field is falling into neglect and the village is concerned that SCC may consider that the village has no interest.
This is not the case.
The village has suffered a number of losses of facilities over the last few years (two schools, Post Office etc) and a
new 21 family home development was approved last year within the village on the old Manor School site.- So, we
are keen not to see any further losses of community facilities and inline with our village design statement aim to retain green spaces to ensure that we preserve our village environment.
Please may I indicate by strength of this letter that the village does wish to retain and use this sports field and would
appreciate SCC clarifying the situation to the Parish Council on what lease terms may be achievable.
We believe that Councillor Ruddle has Health and Wellbeing funds available that could possibly assist with ground
maintenance costs if a lease arrangement can be arrived at.
Thank you for your concern over this matter,
Yours sincerely,
…………………………………………………………Kingsdon Parishioner..
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Your Guide to Winter Services
in Somerset 2013 / 2014

Somerset County Council salts over 1,400km (870
miles) of its roads in anticipation of frost, snow and
ice. This is approximately 21% of its entire road network, as shown on the map. The M5, A303 and the
A36 are maintained and treated by the Highways
Agency.
What we do
Road salting is carried out in order to assist the safe
movement of highway users in conditions of snow and
ice. Resources are not available to treat all roads. Criteria have been used that meet national guidelines to enable the Pre-Salting Network to be defined.
This has been done to ensure a consistent approach
across the county and achieve a responsible balance
between cost and level of service.
The criteria used to define the routes are listed below in
order of importance.
1. Strategic and County Routes
2. Freight Routes
3. Links to Emergency Locations
4. Links to Adjoining Counties
5. Links to Major Settlements
6. Links to Settlements above 500 feet
7. Links to Urban/Rural Schools (Major)
In some parishes salt bins are located at key points to
encourage self-help. We provide salt at these places on
the understanding that it is used for highway purposes.
When are roads salted?
Salting is carried out when road surface temperatures
are predicted to drop below zero and frost or ice is expected to form on the road. Normally, precautionary
salting is carried out in the evening or early morning.
However, during severe weather conditions we may
have to salt at other times. If frost follows rain in the
early hours, or freezing occurs unexpectedly, there may
not be enough time to salt the entire priority network
before the morning rush hour. Motorists, therefore,
should drive with caution and not assume that salting
has been carried out.

What we can do

Carry out precautionary salting on the pre-salting network when there is a risk of ice or snow.

Clear the routes of snow accumulation in priority order.

Keep the public informed through the media as far as
possible.
What we can’t do

Treat Motorway or Trunk Roads, as these are the responsibility of the Highways Agency.

Salt all highways.

Keep roads free of ice and snow all of the time.
What you can do

Prepare your vehicle for winter.

Check the weather forecast and road conditions before
travelling.

Allow extra time for your journey.

Give gritters and snow ploughs plenty of room to operate.

Carry a shovel
Can I clear snow myself?
There is no law stopping you from clearing snow and ice on
the pavement outside your home or from public spaces. It's
unlikely you'll be sued or held legally responsible for any
injuries sustained if you have cleared it carefully.
1. Follow the Snow Code when clearing snow and ice
safely.
2. If you clear snow and ice yourself, be careful - don’t make
the pathways more dangerous by causing them to refreeze.
3. Clear the snow or ice early in the day d Use salt or sand –
not water
4. Take care where you move the snow d Offer to clear your
neighbour’s path
For further information on the Snow Code please go to:https://www.gov.uk/clear-snow-road-path-cycleway or contact us.
Remember...

Only the busiest roads are salted, most are not - drive
safely.

In icy conditions braking distances can increase tenfold.

Regularly check your tyre treads throughout the season.

Waste Services in winter
Severe weather can delay or prevent kerbside collections of
refuse and recycling, and limit recycling site opening. Somerset Waste Partnership will try to maintain usual services, if
this can be done safely. If collections are disrupted, we will
try to return to collect any missed refuse or recycling as soon
as possible. All kerbside recyclables and household refuse
can be taken to any recycling site, but check the site is open
before travelling. Please look out for elderly or vulnerable
neighbours. For news on waste services in severe weather,
listen to local radio and check Somerset Waste Partnership
on the web www.somersetwaste.gov.uk,
Facebook www.facebook.com/somersetwaste,
or Twitter www.twitter.com/somersetwaste.
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All Saints Church
Priest in Charge
Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029 (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other occasional services)
Assistant Priest
Revd Wendy Griffith Tel 01458 224087
Church Warden
Bel Allan Tel 01935 840878
Parochial Church Council
Secretary Nicholas J. Allan Tel 01935 840878
Treasurer Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692
Tower Captain
Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344
Church Services for December
Sunday
1st
11am
Sunday
8th
11am
Sunday
15th
11am
Sunday
15th
6pm
Sunday
22nd
10 am
Tuesday
24th
Christmas Eve
Christmas Day 25th
Sunday
29th

2.30pm
9.30pm
11am
11am

Family Service
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Kingsdon Carol Service
United Benefice Service at St Michaels,
Somerton (no service at Kingsdon)
Christmas Eve Crib Service
“Not the Midnight” Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Mattins

Church Rotas for December
Brass:
Linda Beswick & Sheila Lord
Flowers:
Norma Black

Kingsdon Village Hall
For all information (except bookings) contact: - David Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. Kingsdon TA11 7LL
Tel:01935 841453
For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk

Bookings for December 2013
Short Mat Bowls
Table Tennis Club
Yeovil District Canine Soc.
Art Club
Keep Fit
Carols around the Tree
Private Function
Practical Study Group:
Quiz / Dance

Mondays 7.30pm - 9pm, Tuesdays 10am - 12noon
Tuesdays at 7.30pm
Wednesdays at 8pm and 5th & 7th
Thursdays 10am - 12 (Term time)
Friday’s 6th, 13th & 20th
Saturday 7th at 7pm
Friday 13th 12 - 5pm
Wednesday 18th
Friday 27th

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club
The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings (apart from the 2nd Tuesday in the month except August)
between 7.30pm and 9.30pm. If you are interested then please contact Shirley or Martin Singleton on 841162 or just come along.

Kingsdon Cricket Club
Chairman / Secretary: Marilyn Elliott 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somerton, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444
Trustees: B. Carlisle, I. Birrell, J. Schofield
Captain: J. Schofield Vice-Captain: O. Bell

Kingsdon Seniors Club

Kingsdon Ladies Club

The Seniors Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of
the month (not August or September ) at 3pm in
the Village Hall. New members are always welcome. For info contact Club Secretary: Marilyn
Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. Tel 01935
841444 email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk

The Ladies Club meet on the 2nd Tuesday of the month (not August) at
7.30pm in the Village Hall. New members and visitors are always welcome.
For information contact Club President Lynne Davies, Holly House, Frog
Lane, Kingsdon. TA11 7LL Tel 01935 840660 or
Club Secretary Jackie Ellis, Hill House, Rocky Hill, Kingsdon. TA11 7LB
Tel 01935 840344

The Kingsdon Chronicle
The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation. Cheques payable to
‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’ The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers. Name and address must be supplied but may be withheld from publication on request.. The Kingsdon Chronicle reserves the right to edit items for publication.
Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views of The Kingsdon Chronicle
production team. Editor: Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444, Mobile 07990673935,
email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com or kingsdonchronicle@btinternet.com
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Kingsdon Jubilee Fund 100+ Club
The December Draw for the 100+ Club will be made on the evening of 22nd December
before the Christmas Draw at The Kingsdon Inn.

Have you joined or renewed your membership
to enable you a chance of winning?

1st
£50

December Prizes
2nd
£20

3rd
£15

Temporary Shop - Whole Village Meeting
Thursday 28th November 2013 at 7pm in the Village Hall

Dear Resident
You are all invited to come and hear about our plans for the temporary shop (and mini-cafe). We hope to open around the end of
January so this will be a good opportunity to tell us what goods
you would like us to stock and to ask us any questions.
We are very pleased to say that we have David Fisher coming
along from the Plunkett Foundation. He is our local advisor and
will be able to explain how community shops are different from
commercial enterprises and why they have a much higher success
rate in villages like ours.
Many residents have said they would be interested in volunteering to serve or help in the shop, so it is time now to look in your
diaries and consider what hours you will be able to offer.
The village shop will be the new heart of the village. Come along
and find out how you can be part of its future and to meet the
committee.
The event is supported with free tea and coffee courtesy of Miles
tea.
Your shop committee

