
MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON ANNUAL PARISH MEETING HELD ON  

THURSDAY MAY 17th 2018 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm 

 

Present: Mr D. Beswick (Chairman); Mr B. Paine (Vice-Chairman); W.Elliott, G. Osborne, S. Mackay , Mr I 
Dibben (Parish Councillors); Mrs. K Hatt (Parish Clerk) plus 6 parishioners. 
 
Apologies: Mr D.Norris, Mr D Ruddle and Mr P Waters. 
 
The Chairman, Mr D. Beswick, gave the following report: 
 

The object of this meeting is for the various groups and organisations within the village to talk about 
their specific subjects, to update you on what they have been doing and perhaps where they hope to be 
going in the future.  
 

It gives you the opportunity to ask questions of the groups and possibly even volunteer to join up or in 
with what they are doing. 
 

The individual presenters should be able to field most questions but if necessary I will act as chairman of 
the meeting to maintain some level of law and order. 
 

The meeting is not a council meeting and therefore we will not be taking any issues or comments about 
local governance, planning or what the parish council is up to.  The correct forum for that is the monthly 
parish council meeting to which you are all invited. 
 
Finally having paid for the field and there are plans to see what we will do with it. A small working party 
will be meeting to start looking at ideas people put forward on the survey. 
We have also been carrying out a review of the parish plan which gives us increased power when the 
authorities look at planning. It will be issued later this year. 
We have also been looking at the future of the village hall and a meeting will be happening soon, so 
keep a look out in the chronicle. We have a possible offer of a site from the Kingsdon Estate for a new 
hall. 
 

 I just want to say a little bit about the village allotments.  We lease a field from the Kingsdon Estate 
which still has about 14 years to run and that field is divided into a number of allotments.  The rent is 
very good value for money at £10 for a single plot and £20 for a double and there are currently a 
number of vacancies. 
 

Some of the vacant plots have not been worked for one or more seasons and are a bit overgrown so if 
anyone is interested in taking up an allotment and would be prepared to have a bash at one of the 
neglected plots, I am more than happy to come to a suitable arrangement over the first year’s fees. 
 

I am also enquiring to see whether we can tap into the Lytes Cary Allotment waiting list, assuming one 
exists and as we are considerably less expensive, I am hopeful of some uptake. So if you want a plot, 
catch me early before they’re all snapped up. 
 
Report from Dean Ruddle (County Councillor) 
It was a great honour for me to have been re-elected again in May 2017 as your county councillor for 
the Somerton Division which comprises of Kingsdon, Somerton ,Compton Dundon, Long Sutton, 
Charlton Mackeral, Keinton Mandeville and Barton st David.  
Being elected to both SCC and SSDC has a huge benefit which allows me to bring together officers from 
both the authorities adding additional benefits to the residents within our area.  
I continue to serve as chairman of Somerton Town Council and I enjoy attending similar meetings in the 
parishes around the division to keep me fully briefed on the problems and challenges we all face in 
these difficult economic times.  
I have listed out below some of the issues, challenges and achievements I have been involved in over the 
last year.  



 
Newly acquired village field.  
I am pleased that the parish council have now acquired the old school field and that I had been able to 
help.  
 
Continuing Library services within our local area.  
Currently the library services within Somerset are up for review.  
The county council need to make saving of up to £400,000 from this service.  
Subsequently some libraries are under threat of closure and unfortunately Somerton is one of them.  
Working with the Friends of Somerton Library, officers of Somerset County Council and the Town 
Council  are doing our upmost to keep this wonderful  asset .  
   
School  
For many years I have been working with the headteacher and staff of King Ina academy to get a new 
primary school for Somerton and its surrounding villages.  
This has been a rollercoaster ride but early in March this year I did manage to secure funding from 
Somerset County Council to build a combined school on a new site in Northfields, Somerton.  
 
Unitary Authority  
The Unitary Conversation: SCC have invited partners including District Councils to enter into a 
conversation looking at options for introducing a unitary model of local government into Somerset. 
Whilst this is the very start of discussions it could see the abolition of the six current councils including 
the County Council and the establishment or one, two or some other configuration of single-tier 
authorities.  
Initial estimates show that between £18 and £28 million pound could be released annually to invest into 
front line services as well as providing the public with greater clarity through a single point of contact on 
public services. SCC has also stressed the increased role that Town and Parishes would be able to play in 
the governance of the County to ensure local participation and consideration. The next stage is for 
willing partners to debate the approach before moving to a business case(s) and then Government 
consideration  
 
Highway safety improvement schemes.  
 
I have secured many highway improvement schemes locally and will continue to fight our corner for 
better improvements.  
 
Fit for the future  
Somerset Clinical Commissioning Group (the organisation that plans and buys healthcare services for 
Somerset residents) and SCC have agreed to work closer together than ever before and deliver a joint 
Somerset Health and Social Care Strategy called ‘Fit For The Future’. The aim is to remove inequalities so 
that everyone gets equal access to the services they need; to get more high quality services in 
communities and closer to home; to invest in prevention so that people can stay healthy and as 
independent for as long as possible – and for everyone to have a strong voice in shaping any future 
proposals  
 
I believe working together with the community is the best way of working. Everything I try to do as a 
councillor is about what’s good for Kingsdon and the rest of the area I represent.  
I will continue to work with local people to try and help them achieve what they want.  
 
 

 

 

  

 

 

 



Report by District Councillor David Norris: 
I reported last year that South Somerset District Council was going through a very difficult time.  After a 
long period when the financial position of the council was not in question it has very quickly changed so 
that the budget projected a deficit of £2.5m per year if no steps were taken to remedy the situation. The 
principle reason for this dramatic change in fortune is a change in central government support to funds 
local authority funding. The main activity this year has been to put those remedies in place.  These fall 
into 2 categories: Transformation and Income Generation. 

Transformation 

The Transformation programme is a root and branch change in the way the Council conducts its 
business.  Up to now the council has been organised with departments, for example Licensing, Planning, 
Revenues and Benefits, Health and Leisure, each working within its own stove pipe and manned by 
experts in the field.  This was inefficient because much of the routine work did not need to be carried 
out by experts, and there was substantial duplication of administrative functions in the departments.  
The new model is for customers issues to be handled by a central team of case workers who would draw 
on specialists as and when they were needed.  This should result in a 30% reduction in manpower.  It is 
expected that the new structure will be in place early next year and fully operational by May 2019.  The 
programme has caused great anxiety for the council’s officers, all of whom have had to apply and be 
interviewed for posts within the new structure. It is disappointing to note that this process has led to the 
resignation of many first-rate officers who will be very difficult to replace.  The second big change that 
the transformation process will bring is that customers will be encouraged to conduct their business 
with the council using a new interactive website.  This model is the future; however, we are all going to 
have to show some patience as it is rolled out and the staff get used to the new method of working. 

Income Generation 

In addition to saving money in the way it conducts its business, the Council has embarked on an Income 
Generation programme.  Fundamentally this comprises investing in property both within and outside of 
the council area.  The aim is a 7% return on each investment, and the CEO and Council Leader have been 
authorised to borrow up to £75m to make purchases.  To date, 2 purchases have been made both in 
Yeovil, Marks & Spenser and Wilco. 

Local Plan 

Last year I also reported that the Local plan had been deemed out of date because we were not meeting 
the development targets by some margin.  The consequence of this is there is a presumption in favour 
of sustainable development which leaves our market towns and villages vulnerable to excessive 
development.  I regret that this situation still exists.  The council is working on amending the Local Plan 
to a more realistic level of development but this is some way off, and is made more difficult with the 
government’s drive for more development.  However, there is another wrinkle that is rearing its ugly 
head.  With no Local Plan, the area planning committees have been doing their best to refuse 
developments that diverge from it.  These have gone to appeal and many have been lost, but by no 
means all.  The decisions of the Planning Inspectorate do seem very inconsistent which is making the 
decision process even more difficult. In their drive to have more houses built, the government have 
introduced a policy that where councils have 10% of their decisions overturned on appeal, the 
determination of major planning applications will be taken away from the local authority and made by 
government through the Planning Inspectorate.  South Somerset is currently standing at 9.6%.  To 
manage this situation, with immediate effect all major planning applications that are refused by area 
planning committees will now go to the Regulation Committee where they almost certainly will be 
passed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Kingsdon Afternoon Club and Take Art by Richard South 
I have the pleasure today to report on two great Kingsdon Village institutions, "The Kingsdon Afternoon 
Club" and "Take Art". 
The Afternoon Club previously known as the Seniors Club is this season 2017/2018 celebrating its 
Golden anniversary, fifty years on from its inception in 1967 and we thank and remember with affection 
the late Betty Hawes who's idea it was and who successfully formed the club.  So fifty years on and we 
are still going strong this due to the work of  a small committee of which without its commitment and 
enthusiasm we would not be able to boast a membership of thirty two, a healthy bank balance and a 
good average attendance at our monthly meetings of around twenty five.  So why change the name, it 
was agreed that Seniors Club was a little bit too "type cast" and we felt the need to reach a broader 
section of the village residents and recruit new members of all ages, so a plug here, - please pass the 
word around the Afternoon Club is open to everyone regardless of age and as Brian Paine our treasurer 
put it "you just need experience of life, a sense of humour and be young at heart.” To conclude and to 
wet your appetite to future meetings here is a flavour of the speakers subjects and events so far this 
season which we have enjoyed.  Outing to Buckfast Abbey, the annual Christmas lunch at the Kingsdon 
Inn, talks on The British Red Cross", Can You Play Jerusalem" by Dr Francis Burroughs, "Doctor at Sea" by 
Dr Tony Davis, "Sky Diving" by Lottie Dale, A Beetle Drive and cream tea, and still to come Tony Coopers 
"life in the Police Force" on Wednesday the 30th of May, The annual day outing, this year to Swanage 
and Durlston Castle to include a trip by Steam Train on Tuesday June the 26th (all Kingsdon Residents 
welcome) and finally our annual garden party on July the 25th venue to be announced.    
Take Art 
              Another well earned use of the term Institution in connection with Kingsdon Village is "Take Art" 
which is getting close to its coming of age year.  As the current promoter of Take Art using the term " 
coming of age "or" Ageing" can best describe the effect on you when trying to sell tickets and  putting 
on a concert, but to be fair, to date it has always been "All Right on the Night" and Kingsdon have never 
had a loss making event thanks in the first instance to Martin Singleton who introduced Take Art in the 
late 1990s, Julie, my wife,  along with Brian and Gill Paine, who took over in 2012 and Tim and Chris 
Taylor taking over from Brian and Gill in 2016. So with past promoters and now the current team 
working together along with "Take Art" we will continue to stage memorable events in the village where 
people live and meet and so provide a way for residents to come together socially. The Village Hall and 
All Saints Church have benefited financially from Take Art concerts, the Church to the tune of over 
£2500 following the visits of Northern Harmony choir from the USA, the Maasai warriors from Kenya 
and The Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra Ensemble .Future events for this year and 2019 will be 
announced soon, please keep giving us your support and help us to age gracefully.        
 

 

Village Hall Report by Marilyn Elliott. 
 The Village Hall continues to maintain the regular bookings through the week, added to these, we have 
Scrabble the first Thursday in the month, Sunday evenings there is a Keep Fit group, which started in 
March and  from June 10th, Sunday mornings will have a Puppy Training group, only eight dogs to this 
one. 
We continue to see families using the hall for parties of all sorts, as well as fund raising events and 
village entertainment. 
For several years now a group of us have visited local new halls, as ours, although structurally, could 
have up to ten years left, there is still issues with it. The windows need replacing; heating is always at 
the top of the list in the winter, the wooden floor bows in the winter with the condensation. A new hall 
would provide activities not viable with the present one, and extend the usage of it. I have asked the 
Parish Council to call a village meeting, as the charter dictates, to allow us to move towards replacing 
the present hall. This meeting has been booked for Saturday July 14th at 10am. All the village is welcome. 
The Kingsdon Estate have said they will provide us with land for the new hall.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



Neighbourhood Watch Report by Martin Singleton, Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator:  

 
 
Kingsdon Chronicle report by Wally Elliott: 

On 30th September last year the Kingsdon Chronicle celebrated its 10th Anniversary Edition.  10 years of 
publishing and delivering (with a little help from my friends) to every household in Kingsdon, we haven’t 
missed a single month.  Something I am particularly proud of. 

The Chronicle continues to receive requests for inclusion of articles, both from within the Village and 
increasingly from outside organisations as more and more people, both near and far become aware of 
the Chronicle existence since every copy is easily available on the village website.  

 
Each month approximately 175 copies are printed for distribution either within the village or being 
posted further afield. It is also emailed to many people around Britain and to Australia, Canada, USA, 
Sweden & Italy apart from being posted on the website, in full colour! 
 
 A good example of how the Kingsdon website has helped in making the Chronicle available to the world 
occurred recently when one afternoon I walked into the shop where two total strangers were having a 
cup of tea, they were here house hunting.   I was greeted by the gentleman with “You’re Wally, we 
recognise you, we have read all your Chronicles on the internet and know all about Kingsdon.” 
 
  
Financing the Chronicle:    Thanks to all paid up members of the 100+ club, the generosity of some 
parishioners and £110 annual contribution from the Parish Council means I no longer have to send out 
begging letters as I used to do before the 100+ club was started by Gillian Carnall.  
 
The total cost of Chronicle Production for last year was £1,914 
I commenced 2018 with a fund total of £1,831. Income for the year to-date is £188, with a further 



£1,600 anticipated during the year from 100 club renewals and donations  
 
Expenditure for 2018: In January a new printer was required at a cost of £695, my computer hard drive 
required replacing costing £168.  A big chunk before the normal printing costs of an anticipated £1,000. 
  
For the information of new comers to Kingsdon, there is no charge for the Chronicle that is delivered to 
your door monthly, you can however support the production cost by joining the Kingsdon Chronicle 
100+ Club.  Membership is only £12 per person for the year; there is no restriction on the number of 
memberships per household. 
 
 

Kingsdon Cricket Club report read by Marilyn Elliott 
2017 season was a frustrating one, if the weather was against us, the opposition could not raise a team! 
Nevertheless it was enjoyable to play and also to have several youngsters playing for Kingsdon, it is good 
to see the next generation being involved in the game. July 9th was our Village Day when everyone was 
invited to try their hand at playing or just coming and watching the game on our glorious ground 
prepared always by Ben Carlisle…..without his efforts we would not have such a ground envied by many 
who visit us from other clubs…many thanks go to him. 
2017 saw water piped to the pavilion, previously provided by means of a long hose from Goff and Linda 
Rumbles, many thanks go to them for this service. The next objective is to investigate the provision of 
electricity; this will be a larger and more costly outlay, until then our trusty generator will do the job! 
During the winter we invited the Croquet and Boules Club to join us on the cricket ground, there is 
ample room in the outfield and it means they would have a permanent home. This has been agreed, so 
the club is now a member of the cricket club. 
We are always looking for players, we play friendly-only matches on a Sunday, so anyone who would like 
to come and join us would be most welcome. 

 
Boule and Croquet Club by Nina Carlisle (Treasurer) 
The KBCC has been active for 4 years now. Initially we played in members gardens but this season saw 
us take a big leap forward when we joined with the Kingsdon Cricket Club to enable us to have a more 
permanent and accessible lawn on the cricket ground. Ben has been busy preparing a fantastic playing 
surface as our principle lawn and a second lawn on the cricket outfield is also playable.  
We are in funds at the moment but would very much like our club to grow – all KBCC membership fees 
go to the Cricket Club as our KCC Membership Fee and we retain the pay to play fees in order to build up 
a surplus for replacement equipment etc.  
We are planning to hold an Open Day on the 24th June in order to encourage new members and to 
show off the wonderful landscape we are all fortunate to have on our doorstep. More information to 
follow soon. 
Thank-you 

 

Church Report by Nick Allen 

This has been a busy and eventful year in the life of All Saints and we have now become used to the 
altered pattern of services that was forced on us about 2 years ago as a result of the number of licensed 
clergy in the Benefice being reduced to one, namely our hard-working Priest-in-Charge, Rev Alan 
Symonds.  This has contributed to a reduction in the size of our congregation (average attendance 12-14 
though we do much better at the big Church festivals and at Benefice-wide services) and our cash 
collections have also reduced as a consequence.  The monthly Church newsletter “Contact” produced 
for the Benefice continues to be sold through the Community Shop for 50p per copy. 
 
Two significant concerts have been staged in the Church during the past year, which I hope some of you 
have managed to attend, and which have helped enormously in our fund-raising efforts.   Firstly we 
hosted a return visit by Northern Harmony, the hugely talented vocal group from Vermont USA, in 
September 2017, and secondly we were treated to a most enjoyable concert in February this year by a 
string ensemble from the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra.  Both these concerts were very popular 



and virtual sell-outs, and together they raised over £1200 for the Church, without which we would have 
been struggling to balance the books. 
 
We also held for the first time what we called a Gift Day in December last year, to which we invited the 
whole village with the intention (achieved I think) of increasing the profile and outreach of the Church in 
the wider village community, and destroying the popular misconception that parish churches receive 
some magic subsidy from the state, county or diocese, or a combination of all three, to help pay our 
running expenses.  In fact the reverse is true, as we have to pay our so-called Parish Share of over £8000 
per annum to the Diocese of Bath and Wells to help fund the salaries of priests in and the running 
expenses of the Diocese.  For a congregation of 14 to do this from their own resources without grants or 
fund-raising would be an impossible task. 
 
 
The Gift Day was an unqualified success, securing some very generous but one-off donations of around 
£900 from villagers, which will be invaluable to us as we face our 5-yearly survey by the Church 
architect.  Depending on what he finds, this could result in our having to dig deeply into our resources to 
fund essential repairs to the Church. 
 
In the last year we have managed to arrest the downward slide in our deposit account and have slightly 
improved it to about £10000.  Do not get carried away by this figure, however, as our treasurer states 
that on its own, this figure would only enable us to continue operating for another 5 years or so.  This is 
not a scare story – if we cannot remain financially solvent, then the stark truth is that the Church has to 
close, which is not something the vast majority of villagers would want, as was made abundantly clear to 
us at our Gift Day. 
 
In 2017, the Church, as in previous years, was involved in the running of the annual village fete in 
August, which included the ever-popular Songs of Praise in the marquee on the Sunday morning.  This 
pattern will hopefully be repeated this year. 
 
Finally our thanks go to the Kingsdon Parish Council for its grant towards the upkeep of the churchyard.  
As a short post-script you might like to know that thanks to the enormous and skilful efforts of 
parishioner Richard Sargent, we now have a churchyard map which records for posterity the location of 
all our recognizable grave spaces, and relates them to the Burial Register kept in the Church safe.  On 
that rather sombre reflection, I would be happy to answer questions from villagers present. 

 

Jubilee fund reported by Andy Fryer 

Governance 

The Fund operates under a Declaration of Trust, the latest version has been sent to the parish clerk. 

 

 

 

 

2018 Planned Activity 

 

Date Activity Summary 

19 May 18 Royal Wedding Celebration Live coverage will be screened in the village 
hall, bar available, picnics encouraged 

7 Jul 18 Yeovilton Air Day Picnic on the Village Field, bar and BBQ 



provided  

24-26 Aug 18 Kingsdon Festival Similar programme as previous 2 years 

27 Dec 18 Xmas Quiz To be held in the village hall 

  

Business Plan 

 

The Fund has two objectives, in priority order: 

 

● Underwrite the costs of putting on village social events. 

● Fund enhancements to village facilities and infrastructure 

 

In order to meet first objective, the Fund requires £6,000 of working capital in order to cope with the 

cash flow challenges of paying for large items, such as marquee hire, well in advance of revenue being 

accrued from ticket sales. At the end of the year, if the Fund has increased significantly beyond this 

figure, the Trustees have the power to donate any surplus, in line with the second objective. In 2017, 

following a public ballot, a total of £1,200 was donated (£1,000 to the Church to help its financial 

viability and £100 to the Kingsdon Afternoon Club to help pay for speakers). 

 

 
 
Community Shop report by Ann Leahy 
 
Over the past year the Kingsdon Community Shop has seen a welcome increase in sales, resulting in 
higher revenue.  The last six months since Rosemary resigned as Manager have been extremely 
challenging for all in taking on her duties.  New lines have been introduced, which is crucial to 
maintaining interested customers and continuing success.  Overall it is felt that the service provided by 
the Shop is invaluable to all. 
With the arrival of new residents in Kingsdon, the shop has benefitted from gaining some as volunteers, 
as well as customers.  A Welcome Pack is given to each new resident. 
The Shop is being used more in the evenings as a venue for various meetings taking place.  The Kingsdon 
Knitting Club meet at the Shop once a month, whilst we have had visits from Walking Groups and 
Cyclists wishing for refreshments. 
A barbecue and mini fete will be held at the Shop on Saturday 16th June, whilst the RNLI have booked 
the facilities for another fund raiser on Saturday 6th October. 
Thank you to all our volunteers and customers – without you all there would be no Shop. 

 
 

The meeting ended at 8.36pm. 
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