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Background 
Kingsdon Parish Council is aware that there are some changes likely to impact on the Parish in the coming 
years. Among these are the Kingsdon Estate’s sale of 1065 acres of agricultural land, and the much used current 
Village Hall approaching the end of its useful life. 

The evidence from this survey will be used to update the Kingsdon Community Plan which will prioritise the 
improvement of public facilities and services provided in Kingsdon over the next 5-10 years. 

The Parish Council, with the help of a grant from The Big Lottery fund, commissioned the Community Council 
for (CCS) to undertake a survey of all households in the Parish with the following aims: 

 

Aims  
• Establish what Parishioners value most about living in Kingsdon Parish 

• Examine the importance of current Parish facilities and Housing, and what may be needed in the long 
term to meet the needs of the community.  

• Explore a range of other issues from effective Parish communication including levels of satisfaction with 
Broadband, attitudes to the environment, community safety and recreation  

 

Methodology 
157 paper surveys were distributed to all households on the electoral role, Surveys were distributed and 
collected by Parish volunteers.  

In total 92 valid responses were received giving a 59% response rate.  

The survey was promoted widely within the Parish through the Parish Magazine and website, Village Group 
email, posters in public areas, local businesses and amenities, and through word of mouth. 

Research was conducted between 10 – 29 September 2017. 

Presentation of Data 
Where questions prompt respondents to choose from a range of options to indicate their level of attitude or 
opinion (using a unipolar scale), scores have been assigned to each option response so that an overall average 
can demonstrate the importance of the aspect to all respondents answering the question e.g. Extremely 
important = 5  Very important = 4   Somewhat important = 3  Slightly important = 2  Not at all important = 1.  
Corresponding charts list option choices in the order of these assigned scores. Where a question uses a bipolar 
scale, positive and negative values are used at each end of the scale e.g. Definitely = 2  Probably = 1  Unsure = 0  
Unlikely = -1  Not at all = -2.  
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Kingsdon Parish Community Plan Survey 2017 

Summary 

Demographic data: 
 

• From the 157 surveys distributed, 92 households participated in the survey representing 200 household 
members overall. The 59% response rate, representing nearly 6 in 10 households in the Parish is statistically 
robust, and in CCS’s experience is a strong community response rate. 

 

• There appears to be wide representation from across the Parish (looking at postcode data). 
 

• More than 6 in 10 households have lived in the Parish for over 10 years (65%). Nearly half being resident for 
20 or more years (45%).  
 

• 45-64 year olds are the largest group represented (over 1 in 3 the respondents - 35%). There are slightly 
more 19-64 year old respondents taking part in this survey compared to respondents aged 65+ years (46% : 
44% respectively). 
 

• Around 1 in 10 are families with children aged 18 or under (13%), and of these the small majority of them 
have children aged between 11-18 (58% overall). 

 

• The largest proportion live in a single or two person household (61%), with around 1 in 10 respondents 
living alone (14%).  

 

 
Communication 
 
• It is clear that information appears to be reaching the large majority for the areas in which respondents are 

interested. Of the 97% respondents with a view, the largest number feel very well informed about local 
activities/events (64%). An additional 20% feel ‘extremely/very well informed’ compared with 1% who do 
not feel well informed.  
 

• The Chronicle/Village monthly magazine is preferred by the oustanding majority for informing them about 
local activities and events (90%). Nearly 2 in 3 also get information from the community shop. Around half 
like the Village Group Email or personal recommendation from their friends, while a smaller number use 
Parish noticeboards. Fewer respondents use the Kingsdon village website, the Village Hall or social media, 
and the least used sources are churches, local press, the Kingsdon Inn or health/other professionals. 
 

• A sizeable number comment that they are happy with current information provision, however, a few 
suggestions for improvements include regular updates to the website and more promotion/marketing. 
Increased use of social media. Kingsdon Chronicle – increased use, introduction of an editorial board, 
condensed publication. More use of noticeboards to save paper and printing costs. 

 

• 9 in 10 households answering the question use broadband (90%). There is a fairly balanced range of mixed 
use, social use being the largest proportion of respondents (87%), versus business use (50%) and 
educational use (41%). Across all users, satisfaction narrowly outweighs dissatisfaction with the service, 
with social users being the most satisfied. 
 
However, nearly 2 in 5 respondents who are not satisfied with their Broadband commented, and for the 
large majority speed and reliability are key issues. Speeds of 2Mbps or below are raised as well as 
intermittent service particularly at peak times such as early evening. 
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Housing 
 
• Once again, 97% respondents had a view, and overall across all responses, 6 in 10 respondents feel more 

housing in some form will be needed in the Parish in the next 5-10 years. The large majority feel the Parish 
is in most need of more low cost/starter homes (for purchase) (82%). This is closely aligned with the 
perceived need for more affordable housing for local people who can’t afford open market and 2 bedroom 
houses. Although a much smaller number have a view on low carbon/eco-friendly housing, the proportion 
of those supporting this aspect is also high. 
 
Respondents appear to be seeking a mix of housing in the Parish since, a majority also indicate a need for 
sheltered and retirement housing, accessible housing tailored for disabled people, bungalows and 1 and 3 
bedroom housing in Kingsdon Parish in the next 10 years. 

 
• All respondents expressed concerns about future housing development in Kingsdon Parish. The primary 

concern for the large majority are the loss of green space, and to a slightly lesser extent the lack of parking 
and traffic congestion. Other concerns affecting a large proportion are the impact on sense of community, 
that developments will offer housing that is not suitable for needs of the community or poorly designed. 

 

Facilities 
 
• 95% use the community shop, and there appears to be very high levels of satisfaction with all aspects of 

the community shop. The largest majority appreciate the quality of the service (98%) with 2 in 3 people 
feeling completely satisfied. Satisfaction with the range of goods, opening hours and pricing of goods are 
closely aligned, although slightly fewer respondents shared views on pricing. 
 
2 in 5 respondents commented, most with suggestions for other services that could be offered. These 
include Post Office facilities, parcel delivery/collection point, dry cleaning, cash facilities, telephone/internet 
ordering, loyalty scheme, weekly fish delivery, takeaway van and the Lottery. Suggestions for expanding the 
range of goods include fresh fruit and vegetables, newspapers, magazines and postcards. 
 

• For those answering the question about the field at Mowbarton there is no majority consensus over what 
facilities the field should have. However, most respondents would like the area to have paths and benches 
(42%). Other popular choices are a managed wildflower/nature meadow and an orchard. Around 1 in 5 
would like tennis courts, a multi-use all weather area and bins, and to a lesser extent picnic tables. Other 
suggestions also include a croquet/boules pitch and parking. 
 

• Around 2 in 5 respondents commented on additional activities that they would like to see at the Village 
Hall. Some made multiple suggestions, most popular being a wide range of exercise and fitness activities 
including general fitness (including over 50s and more available in the evening), aerobics, circuits, Yoga, 
Pilates, Zumba, dancing/Ceilidh, badminton, boules/croquet, gym and weights. Social events and specific 
clubs include film club, book club, singing group/community choir, music classes, drama group, bingo, art & 
craft, Sixties night, Scrabble club, skittles, dog training and a workingmen’s club. Learning activities include 
computing/computing facility, languages, University of Third Age and mindfulness classes. 

 

• When considering which features are most important for a new Village Hall, an outstanding majority see 
parking as the most important aspect (90%). This is closely aligned with the perceived need for heating and 
basic kitchen facilities. A number also feel that there should be a large hall area, suitable access to the 
building, lighting and a small meeting room. Most of the features listed in the question were considered as 
important by the majority of respondents. Other suggestions include wooden flooring, Badminton 
facilities/high ceiling, removable stage, TV/projector, permanent BBQ and whiteboards. 
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• A large proportion of respondents commented on the Kingsdon Inn (67%). A small number are happy with 
the current provision feeling no change is needed. This is balanced by slightly fewer who say that they don’t 
use the pub. Suggestions for change include the provision of an area in the pub which allows for drinking 
without dining. Pricing and food are raised with a few suggesting simpler or bar menus. Other suggestions 
include event/theme nights such as Curry night, pensioners night or BBQs. 
 

Recreation 
 

• Around 4 in 5 answered the question about participation in physical activities, and most do not feel they 
need any more help to take part in more sport/physical activities (33%). However, more than 1 in 4 feel 
that more activities for disabled/elderly people would help them to engage. While around 1 in 5 would 
welcome a better range of sports activities. 

 
Suggestions for more classes and activities closely reflect the findings of the question about activities in the 
Village Hall. For the small number wanting more convenient times, evenings or weekends are suggested. 
 

Environment 
 
• The Mowbarton Kingsdon Village Green appears of the utmost importance for the outstanding majority 

(97%). The Allotment Gardens and the Village Green are fairly closely aligned, still being significantly 
important to the large majority. The Pound is considered important to 2 in 5 respondents. 
 

• The aspect attracting the highest overall satisfaction in Kingsdon’s local environment are open spaces with 
over 4 in 5 respondents (84%). Similarly, household waste recycling, rights of way, and tree planting attract 
higher levels of satisfaction for the majority. 
 
However, respondents are least satisfied with verges/ditches/hedgerow maintenance - more than 1 in 3 
have high levels of dissatisfaction (34%). While litter/fly tipping and benches causes dissatisfaction for more 
than 1 in 4 respondents, there are still a larger proportion of who are satisfied with both these aspects. 
 
Emerging themes from comments are more hedgerow management needed and verges become damaged 
by parked cars. More action sought for dog waste with suggestions for the provision of bins on Top Road, 
Lytes Cary Road, Orchard and Kinsgdon Shoot. Benches are considered uncomfortable, and more/new 
benches are requested for the Mowbarton Kingsdon Village Green, Village Green and generally around the 
village. Most would like more tree planting with consideration given to correct siting.  
 

Community Safety 
 

• 98% had views about road issues, and most have high levels of concern. The largest proportion considering 
speeding on Somerton Road (B3151) as being the greatest concern (71%). A similarly large number feel the 
visibility at junctions onto this road (B3151) is an issue for concern, while speeding on Top Street is a 
pressing concern for just over half. 
 

• On the whole most of respondents appear to have lower levels of concern about the community safety 
issues listed in the question, than those with high levels of concern. However, traffic speed remains the 
primary issue for the most respondents (46%), and to a lesser extent the amount of traffic (32%). Burglary 
and cold calling are closely aligned being an issue for around 1 in 4 respondents. 
 
Emerging themes from comments mainly surround traffic and include in addition to Top Road/B3151, 
speeding on Lower Road, Brincil Hill junction, North Town, Henley Road/Lytes Cary Road. The volume and 
speed of HGVs, agricultural vehicles, delivery vans and buses are also of concern with requests for speed 
restrictions/enforcement particularly on Top Street with 30mph being suggested by some. Visibility issues 
caused by parking in the village, on corners and by users of the pub and playground. 
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Living in the Parish 
 

• An overwhelming number of respondents commented on their most valued aspects of living in Kingsdon. 
The friendly, neighbourly, sense of community and village atmosphere are apparent. A large number 
appreciate the rural environment, tranquillity and beauty of their location, open spaces and easy access to 
the countryside, wildlife and the unlit night time environment. The good range of community facilities are 
also valued, particularly the community shop, pub, church and Village Hall. Transport links are also 
appreciated by some. 

 

 
 
  

Wordle.net 
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Findings 
 

DEMOGRAPHICS 

1. How long have you lived Kingsdon Parish? 
 
 
Most respondents have lived in the Parish for 
more than 20 years (45% - 41 respondents). 
There is a fairly even split in the remaining years 
with 1 in 5 being long term residents of between 
11-20 years (20%). Slightly fewer living in the 
Parish in the medium term 5-10 years (19%), with 
the smallest proportion being relatively new to 
the Parish (16%) – Chart 1. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. How many people in each age group live in your household?  
 

 
 
For those answering the question, 45-64 year olds are the largest overall group - over 1 in 3 respondents (35%) 
– Chart 2a.  There are slightly more 19-64 year old respondents taking part in this survey compared to 
respondents aged 65+ years (46% : 43% respectively). Further analysis also shows just over 1 in 10 respondents 
are families with children aged 18 or under (13% - 12 families), and of these the small majority have children 
aged between 11-18 (58% - 7 families).  
 



KINGSDON COMMUNITY PLAN SURVEY REPORT  .  NOVEMBER 2017  |  9 

 
 
 
Further analysis shows that the largest 
proportion live in a 2 person household (61% - 
55 respondents). With around 1 in 10 living in 
a single person household (14% - 13 
respondents) – Chart 2b. 
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3. POSTCODES 
 
Map 1 – Postcodes – extent of Parish response (Respondents 88) 
 

  
 
 

The outstanding majority provided valid postcodes (97% - 89 respondents), and there appears wide 
representation from across Kingsdon Parish – Map 1. One valid postcode was excluded from the data based on 
being a single address which may have been identified. 
  

© OpenStreetMap, Leaflet, © 2017 Mapline 
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COMMUNICATION 

4. How well informed, if at all, do you feel about activities/events in your area? 
 

 
Of the 97% with a view, the largest number of respondents feel very well informed about local activities/events 
(64% - 57 respondents) – Chart 3. With 20% feeling ‘extremely well informed’ compared with 1% who do not 
well informed. It is clear that information appears to be reaching the large majority for the areas in which they 
are interested.  
 
  



KINGSDON COMMUNITY PLAN SURVEY REPORT  .  NOVEMBER 2017  |  12 

5. Where do you prefer to get your information about activities/events in your local area? (tick all that 

apply) 

 
All respondents expressed a view, and the outstanding majority prefer The Chronicle/village monthly magazine 
when looking for information about local activities and events (90% - 83 respondents). While nearly 2 in 3 also 
get information from the community shop (63%). Just under half also like to receive information via the Village 
Group Email (49%) or by personal recommendation from their friends (47%). Around 1 in 5 use Parish 
noticeboards (21%) and slightly fewer use the Kingsdon village website (18%). A smaller proportion of just over 
1 in 10 like being informed via the Village Hall (11%) or through online social media (10%) - Chart 4.  
 
The least used sources are the churches (9%), local press such as Western Gazette (5%), the Kingsdon Inn (5%) 
or health/other professionals (1%). 
 
Other sources mentioned by a small number of respondents include posters in the village and other 
noticeboards, KPC meetings and local free magazines (Somerset Sentinel). 
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6. Suggestions for improvements that could be made to help keep you informed about local 
activities/events 

 
16 respondents commented (17%), with a sizeable proportion happy with current provision, some commenting 
on the continued provision of the Kingsdon Chronicle. The additional comments made regarding suggested 
improvements for communicating activities/events are as follows; regular updates to the website and more 
promotion/marketing. Increased use of social media. Kingsdon Chronicle – increased use, introduction of an 
editorial board, condensed publication. More use of noticeboards to save paper and printing costs. 

 
7. How adequate is your Broadband connection for you and your household? 
 

 

 

98% expressed a view, and the outstanding majority of households answering the question use Broadband 
(90% - 81 respondents). 1 in 10 had no Broadband access. There is a fairly balanced range of mixed use overall, 
with social use being the largest proportion of respondents (87%), versus business use (50%) and educational 
use (41%) – Chart 5.  
 
Across all users, satisfaction narrowly outweighs dissatisfaction with the service (Table 1). Overall, those using 
Broadband for their social needs attracts higher levels of satisfaction than those using it for business or 
educational needs.  
 
Table 1: Broadband levels of satisfaction by type of use 
 

 Most satisfied Least satisfied 

Social needs 37% 30% 

Educational needs 33% 27% 

Business needs 33% 25% 

 

However, nearly 2 in 5 respondents who are not satisfied with their Broadband service commented (39% - 35 
people). For the large majority speed and reliability are key issues. Speeds of 2Mbps or below are raised as well 
as intermittent service particularly at peak times such as early evening. See Appendix 2 for all comments. 
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HOUSING 

8. Due to changing Government policy, it is likely there will be some housing development in the village in 
the next 5-10 years. What kind of housing is needed most in Kingsdon in the next 5-10 years, for local 
people? (tick all that apply) 

Chart 6 is shown in order of its rating values for overall importance for each question asked. See presentation of 
data on page 4 for an explanation of how the chart results are ordered. Given that overall, respondents feel 
more housing will be needed in the Parish, for the benefit of readers ‘need a lot more’ and ‘need a few more’ 
totals are combined and quoted below. 
 
97% of respondents expressed a view. Overall across all responses, 6 in 10 respondents feel more housing in 
some form will be needed in the Parish in the next 5-10 years (16% ‘need a lot more’; 44% ‘need a few more’; 
32% ‘about right’; 8% ‘too many already). 
 
The majority of respondents feel the Parish is in most need of more low cost/starter homes (for purchase) 
 (82% - 65 respondents) – Chart 6. 
 
Although a much smaller number have a view on low carbon/eco-friendly housing, the proportion of those 
supporting this aspect is high (82%). Closely aligned are the perceived need for more affordable housing for 
local people who can’t afford open market homes (77%) and 2 bedroom houses (79%).  
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A large proportion also feel the following will be needed in the next 5-10 years: 
− Sheltered housing (71%) 
− Accessible housing tailored for disabled people (70%) 
− Bungalows (60%) 
− 1 bedroom housing (60%) 
− 3 bedroom housing (61%) 
− Retirement housing (51%) 
 
Although the following facilities are important to some members of the Parish, they are not universally 
accepted as important by the overall majority answering the question: 
‒ Rented accommodation (34%) 

‒ Self build homes (29%) 

‒ 4+ bedroom housing (12%) 
 
9. What concerns, if any, do you have about any housing developments in Kingsdon Parish? (tick any that 

apply) 

 
 
All respondents expressed a view, and the large majority are concerned about the loss of green space (74% - 68 
respondents), and to a slightly lesser extent the lack of parking (66%) and traffic congestion (60%) that future 
housing development might bring - Chart 7. 
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Other concerns affecting a large proportion are the impact on sense of community (49%), that developments 
will offer housing that is not suitable for needs of the community or of poor design (43% in each case). 
 
1 in 3 respondents feel there will be pressure on health services (33%), while a smaller number see increased 
road accidents (27%) and an increase in crime (21%) as concerns. 
 
1 in 4 respondents commented (25% - 23 respondents), many expanding on their questions choices. Comments 
can be found in Appendix 2.  
 
 

COMMUNITY FACILITIES 

10. Please rate the following aspects of our community shop 
 

 
95% of respondents use the community shop. There appear to be very high levels of satisfaction with all 
aspects of the community shop. The largest majority appreciate the quality of the service (98% - 87 
respondents) with 2 in 3 people feeling completely satisfied – Chart 8. 
 
Satisfaction with the range of goods (86%), opening hours (83%) and pricing of goods (80%) are closely aligned, 
although slightly fewer respondents shared views on pricing. 
 
2 in 5 respondents commented, most with suggestions for other services the community shop could offer. 
These include Post Office facilities, parcel delivery/collection point, dry cleaning, cash facilities, 
telephone/internet ordering, loyalty scheme, weekly fish delivery, takeaway van and the Lottery. Suggestions 
for expanding the range of goods include fresh fruit and vegetables, newspapers, magazines and postcards. 
See Appendix 2 for all comments. 
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11. The Parish Council now owns the field at Mowbarton (shown as C on the map on page 5). Bearing in 
mind that facilities may need to be maintained by volunteers and paid for by the Parish, what facilities 
would you most like to see? (tick no more than 3) 

 

 
 
93% expressed a view, and while there is no majority consensus, over 2 in 5 respondents would like the area to 
have paths and benches (42% - 36 respondents). Other popular choices are a managed wildflower/nature 
meadow (36%) and an orchard (34%) – Chart 9. 
 
Around than 1 in 5 would like tennis courts (24%), a multi-use all weather area (23%) and bins (23%) and to a 
lesser extent picnic tables (19%). 
 
The least favoured options are toilets and a football pitch (8% in each case) and community allotments (7%). 
 
Other suggestions include: croquet/boules pitch (5), parking (2), basketball ring, BMX Pumptrack, dog bins, 
move play equipment to Mowbarton, no change, no dogs, preserved space for wildlife, site for new Village Hall, 
tennis court, trees at margin/wildlife hedges – preserve rurality, trim track, Village Hall bookable outdoor space. 
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12. What additional activities would you like to see at the Village Hall? This could include fitness, learning, new 

groups etc. 
 
Around 2 in 5 respondents commented on additional activities that they would like to see at the Village Hall 
(43% - 40 respondents). A small number are happy with current provision or feel unable to comment as they 
don’t use the facility. 
 
Some made multiple suggestions, most popular being a wide range of exercise and fitness activities including 
general fitness (including over 50s and more available in the evening), aerobics, circuits, Yoga, Pilates, Zumba, 
dancing/Ceilidh, badminton, boules/croquet, gym and weights. 
 
Social events and specific clubs include film club, book club, singing group/community choir, music classes, 
drama group, bingo, art & craft, Sixties night, Scrabble club, skittles, dog training and a workingmen’s club.  
 
Learning activities include computing/computing facility, languages, University of Third Age and mindfulness 
classes. See Appendix 2 for all suggestions and comments. 
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13. Which features do you think would be important in a new Village Hall? (tick all that apply) 

 

The outstanding majority see parking as the most important aspect for the future Village Hall (90% - 81 
people). This is closely aligned with the perceived need for heating (86%) and basic kitchen facilities (82%)– 
Chart 10.  
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A large majority also feel that there should be a large hall area (73%), suitable access to the building (72%), 
lighting (70%) and a small meeting room (69%). 

A sizeable number also feel that the Village Hall’s external appearance would be a key consideration (64%) and 
that the building should incorporate energy efficiency measures such as solar panels and double glazing (62%).  

Other factors considered important by the majority include: 

− stage 

− storage 

− location 

− license to serve alcohol 

− Wi-Fi 

− sound system/hearing loop 

− Cleaning/caretaking and maintenance of facilities 
 
Other suggestions not included in the list: wooden flooring, badminton facilities/high ceiling, removable stage, 
TV/projector, permanent BBQ and whiteboards. 

 
A small proportion of respondents also chose to comment on development issues, some who are not in favour 
of redevelopment, or raising concerns over costs, location etc. All comments can be seen in Appendix 2. 
 

14. What would encourage you to use the Kingsdon Inn more? 

A large proportion of respondents commented on the Kingsdon Inn (67% - 62 respondents).  

A small number are happy with the current provision and feel that no change is needed. This is balanced by 
slightly fewer who don’t currently use the pub. For those making suggestions for change, many mentioned the 
provision of an area in the pub which allows for drinking without dining. Pricing/food are also a theme, some 
suggesting simpler or bar menus. Other suggestions include event/theme nights such as Curry night, pensioners 
night or BBQs. 

One respondent commented that they did not feel the question applicable to Community Plan and that this 
was a commercial issue for the Kingsdon Inn to address directly.  
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RECREATION 

 
15.  What would help you to take part in more sport or physical activities? (tick all that apply) 

 
Around 4 in 5 answered the question (78%), and the most do not feel they need any more help to take part in 
more sport/physical activities as they already are participating in plenty (33% - 24 respondents). However, 
more than 1 in 4 would like more activities for disabled/elderly people (26% - 19 respondents) – Chart 11. 
 
Just under 1 in 5 respondents would welcome a better range of sports activities (19%), while slightly fewer 
would like improved facilities (17%). Around 1 in 10 would welcome someone to go with (11%). Activities at a 
more convenient time and better transport better knowledge of activities/events appear to be the smallest 
barriers for respondents overall to taking part in more sport/physical activities. 
 
Nearly half answering the question commented (48% - 35 respondents). Suggestions for more classes and 
activities to a certain extent reflect the findings of the earlier question about activities in the Village Hall. 
Suggestions (in no particular order) include tennis, trim track, swimming, archery, cycling club, badminton, 
walking group (and increased awareness of this group), cinema, darts team, pool, Yoga, dance, outdoor 
gym/weights, indoor exercise bikes, putting, boule/petanque, roller blading, skateboarding, improved zip 
wire/tarmac and more climbing frames. 
 
For the small number wanting more convenient times evening or weekends are mentioned most frequently. 
See Appendix 2. 
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ENVIRONMENT 

16. How important to you are the following green spaces? 
 

 
99% of respondents overall expressed an opinion, and the Mowbarton Kingsdon Village Green appears of the 
utmost importance for the outstanding majority (97% - 84 respondents indicating this as ‘extremely or very 
important’) – Chart 12. 
 
The Allotment Gardens (84%) and the Village Green (78%) are fairly closely aligned, still being significantly 
important to the large majority. The Mowbarton Playing field holds slightly less importance, however, the large 
majority still hold this view (71%). The Pound is considered important to 2 in 5 respondents (42%). A very small 
number of respondents commented (see Appendix 2). 
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17. How satisfied are you with the following issues relating to your local environment? (tick all that apply) 
 

 
99% of respondents overall have an opinion, and the aspect attracting the highest overall satisfaction in 
Kingsdon’s local environment are open spaces, with over 4 in 5 respondents who are ‘completely satisfied’ or 
‘very satisfied’ (84% - 73 respondents) – Chart 13.  
 
Household waste recycling also attracts fairly high levels of satisfaction from the majority (70%). While the 
narrow majority are satisfied with rights of way (footpaths, stiles, gates) (53%) and tree planting (51%). 
 
Respondents are least satisfied with verges/ditches/hedgerows maintenance (34% who are ‘slightly’ or ‘not at 
all satisfied’, compared with 25% who are satisfied).  
 
While litter/fly tipping causes dissatisfaction for more than 1 in 4 (28%) and benches (23%) there are still a 
larger proportion of who are satisfied with both these aspects (42% and 37% respectively). 
 
2 in 5 respondents shared views, concerns and suggestions for change (41% - 37 respondents):  

‒ Verges/ditches/hedgerows – less maintenance in some locations and better hedgerow management. Verges 
damaged by parked cars, stones of verges. 

‒ Litter/fly tipping/dog waste – a suggestion for district council to offer free collection for larger items which 
are generally fly tipped. Litter picking earlier in the year. More action for dog waste, provide bins on Top 
Road/Lytes Cary Road/Orchard/Kinsgdon Shoot road. 

‒ Benches – it was commented that benches are uncomfortable. More/new benches are requested for the 
Mowbarton Kingsdon Village Green, Village Green and generally around the village.  
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‒ Tree planting – most would like more trees, and a few commented that consideration needs to be given to 
correct siting. 

‒ Household waste/recycling – frequency of collection commented on, and more classes of waste that can be 
recycled. Recycling vans drop and don’t clear up rubbish. 

‒ Rights of way – one person commented that there are few in village and feels more are needed. 

‒ Open spaces – happy with open spaces, particularly Mowbarton Kingsdon Village Green and Playing Field. 
One respondent comments about the legal status of this Village Green. Another has concerns about the 
long-term security of this area and the allotments. 

 

COMMUNITY SAFETY 

18. How concerned, if at all, are you about the following road issues? (tick all that apply) 

 
98% expressed a view, and the majority are ‘extremely concerned’ or ‘quite concerned’ about all the road 
issues listed in the question. The largest proportion considering speeding on Somerton Road (B3151) as being 
the greatest concern (71% - 60 respondents who are ‘extremely/quite concerned’). A similarly large number 
also feel the visibility at junctions onto this road (B3151) is a key issue (62%). Speeding on Top Street is of 
concern for just over half (52%) – Chart 14.  
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19. How concerned, if at all, are you about the following aspects of community safety in Kingsdon Parish? 

(tick all that apply) 

 

 
97% expressed a view, and in line with the findings of the previous question, the issue where there is strong 
concern is over traffic speed (46% - 40 respondents) – Chart 15. However, in contrast to the previous question, 
there are far fewer stating this as a major concern when considering overall community safety.  
 
On the whole most of respondents appear to have lower levels of concern about the community safety issues 
listed in the question, than those with high levels of concern. For around 1 in 3 respondents the amount of 
traffic is an issue (32%). Burglary and cold calling are closely aligned being an issue for around 1 in 4 
respondents (24% and 23% in each case). Anti-social behaviour causes strong concern for the fewest 
respondents (9%). 
 
More than 1 in 3 respondents shared views, concerns and suggestions for action (35% - 31 respondents): 

‒ Traffic speed, volume and HGVs - concerns about traffic speed particularly on Top Road/B3151. Other 
locations include Lower Road, Brincil Hill junction, North Town, Henley Road/Lytes Cary Road. The volume 
and speed of HGVs, agricultural vehicles, delivery vans and buses are also of concern with requests for 
speed restrictions/enforcement particularly on Top Street with 30mph being suggested by some. 

‒ Traffic visibility/highways – parking in the village, on corners and by users of the pub and playground. A BT 
cabinet uphill from Lodge Corner causing visibility issues for one respondent. Road markings at the junction 
of North Town and Middle Street need more clarity. New tarmac or traffic lights at Redpost Crossroads. 

‒ Burglary – suggestions for protection of valuables made. 

‒ Generally – consider pedestrian priority areas. Ensure adequate roadside to go with new development. 
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LIVING IN THE PARISH 

20. What aspects of living in Kingsdon do you value the most? 

 
 
An overwhelming number of respondents commented on their most valued aspects of living in Kingsdon (95% - 
87 respondents). The friendly, neighbourly, sense of community and village atmosphere are apparent. A large 
number appreciate the rural environment, tranquillity and beauty of their location, open spaces and easy 
access to the countryside, wildlife and the unlit night time environment. 
 
The good range of community facilities are also valued, particularly the community shop, pub, church and 
Village Hall. 
 
Transport links are also appreciated by some. 
 
 

Additional comments and suggestions 
1 respondent made an additional comment – see Appendix 2. 

 

 

 
 

 

Wordle.net 
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Appendix 2 – Verbatim comments 

Where respondents have commented on multiple issues, comments are generally sorted 
according to the first aspect commented on. The Parish Councils have a small number of comments that can 

identify individuals. 

Q5 – INFORMATION SOURCES ‘OTHER’ 

Posters. 

Posters around the village. 

Various noticeboards around village. 

KPC meetings. 

Local free mags i.e. Somerton Sentinel. 

Village website - is there one? 

 

Q6 – SUGGESTED IMPROVEMENTS FOR COMMUNICATING ACTIVITIES/EVENTS 

As long as the excellent Kingsdon Chronicle continues that suffices. 

As long as Wally Elliott publishes The Chronicle and emails us we are very well informed. 

Help Wally to ensure that the Kingsdon Chronicle can continue- it is vital! 

Adequate as things are. 

I think things are very good as they are. There is no need for improvement. 

None. 

None - satisfied with current arrangements. 

None- we are well informed. 

The above is adequate. 

More use of Chronicle. 

Kingsdon Chronicle is too many pages and could be condensed considerably. Noticeboards would save paper and 
printing costs. 

Village newspaper which is not privately run and not privately edited. There should be an editorial board rather than 
complete autonomy. 

Regular updates on the website. 

Up to date website. Twitter. 

Website to be more up to date and social media. 

Promotion and marketing of the village website. 

 

Q7 – COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES CONCERNS/CHANGES 

2MB. 

Around 2MB. 

Typical speeds today: upload 0.1Mbps; download 0.7Mbps! Lost a day's work due to slow/intermittent service). 

BT superfibre could be faster. 

Doesn't always connect, cuts out. 

Higher speed would be useful. 

It could cost less. Sometimes service fails but it recovers fairly quickly. 



 

It is reliable but needs to be faster. 

Just about OK. Good enough. 

Keeps dropping out. 

Not reliable always on phone to BT. Not getting service we are paying for, when it's working it's very slow. 

Occasional speed and reliability issues during peak hours. Could be faster ideally. 

Poor speed and accessibility. 

Poor speed. Drops out. 

Quite slow at times. 

Reasonable at times- can drop of connection, sometimes for long periods 1 hour+ - often at evening times. Regularly 
intermittent in evenings. 

Recently moved to the village, have relied on broadband Wi-Fi which is very slow. Yet to use wired version. 

Reliably informed that the speed is far under what is required to run programmes reliably and properly. 

Slow speed. (3) 

Slow speed. Lack of reliability in connection. 

Slow speeds for online gaming and reliability not too good as router keeps cutting out. 

Sometimes not available. 

Speed drops off almost daily requiring Router restart. 

Speed is very slow. 

Speed reduced at high usage periods. 

The speed and reliability are only available at additional costs. 

Too slow. 

Unreliable and slow. 

Variable speed of download (at peak times?). 

Very poor and often disconnects. 

Very slow. 

Very slow. Drops out regularly. 

We have installed fibre optics to the house. 

 
 

Q9 – CONCERNS ABOUT HOUSING DEVELOPMENTS 

Question 8: "This statement does not comply with current policy." 

Question 8: (Affordable homes) - "not appropriate due to lack of public transport. Could they therefore afford to 
travel from village to workplace? (Low carbon/Eco-friendly housing) - "Any houses that are built should be" (Self 
build homes) - "No- need to control planning in conservation area".  

Question 8: Silly question- people become local when they move here. There are no or very few local jobs or long 
term residents with children wanting housing in same village. No local employment, not needed [in relation to low 
cost starter homes, rented and affordable homes]. 

[Q8] Houses need to be constructed in keeping with the village - traditional period houses. 

 

Infrastructure/amenities 

Utilities e.g. water, sewerage inadequate now. 

Services (water and sewage). 

Inadequate infrastructure/services e.g. Post Office. Alternative venue to pub (for cheaper/casual drinking); recently 
reduced bus services; on street parking. 

Infrastructure. 



 

Flooding bottom of village. 

 

Transport/Traffic 

Improvements to roads, particularly to Lytes Cary and rutted road down both hills that frequently floods in Winter 
and in rainy season. Kingsdon Hill to Somerton - the high hedges for visibility. 

Lytes Cary Road only single track. 

Speeding traffic. 

Too much fast traffic. No more developments. We already have far too many houses for a village. 

Public transport (buses). 

 

Affordability/young families 

Need to encourage/enable young families. 

We don't need any more big houses. We need small starter homes for young families. 

Locals priced out of village. 

Too many expensive large houses being built. 

 

Development issues 

Development problems i.e. noise, dust, mud on road increase in traffic. Can the sewerage/drainage system cope? 
Infrastructure of roads will not support an increase in traffic. 

There are examples of new development with red-brick garden walls and properties with pebble-door finishes which 
is not in keeping with village character. 

Keeping style of English village. 

 

Character of the village/Parish 

Loss of village character, pressure on surrounding green space litter, impact on local wildlife dependant on village 
edges. Some sensible increase in housing carefully planned and sited. Essential that Kingsdon remains a small 
village/rural/low traffic volume. A rare thing these days- important wildlife as well as people. [Q8] Some sensible 
increase in housing carefully planned and sited. Essential that Kingsdon remains a small village/rural/low traffic 
volume. A rare thing these days - important wildlife as well as people. (Affordable homes are not appropriate due to 
lack of public transport. Could they therefore afford to travel from village to workplace? Low carbon/Eco-friendly 
housing: any houses that are built should be. Self build homes: no - need to control planning in conservation area. 

Huge concerns that over-development will irreversibly affect the village. 

Expansion of village and loss of its village/rural character. Amount of traffic on the village road from the B3151. 

 

Generally 

Kingsdon needs a new Village Hall. 

Spoiling views. 

 

Q10 – COMMUNITY SHOP COMMENTS ON SERVICES 

Great service from shop! Perhaps better signs around park area advertising shop's existence + parking area. May 
bring in additional revenue. 

This is a service that is very well run. 

None (space problems). 

 

New services 

Post Office. (5) 



 

Pop up Post Office. 

Post Office (one day per week). 

It would be nice to have the post office there. 

Limited post office facilities. 

Post Office facilities. 

Post Office, dry cleaning, collection of parcels but the shop would need to be open later more often. 

Post Office, Farm Shop, limited home delivery/telephone ordering for the homebound. 

Post Office nice to have but not essential. 

Pick up/drop-off point for deliveries (DHL, Fedex, Parcel Force, Amazon etc.). Dry cleaning. 

Dry cleaning taken in, along with shoe repairs. Intake of parcels and signed for letters. 

Dry cleaning, collection and delivery service. 

Cash machine. (2) 

Mobile banking, loyalty scheme. 

Click & collect. 

One day a week fish delivery. 

Takeaway vans on a Friday for example. 

The lottery? 

 

Range of goods 

Fabulous facility- fresh fruit and veggies- but would be difficult! 

Fresh fruit and vegetables. 

It would be nice to have fruit and vegetables, but is not practical as it would have poor turn over. 

Wider range of goods (sales dependent of course); newspapers; postal services. 

Newspapers and magazine on display. 

Postcards. 

 

Opening hours 

Longer opening houses but know wouldn't get the volunteers needed. 

 

Pricing 

Milk is very expensive. 

 

Low users/non-users 

Never used the shop. Post Office and parcel collect. 

Do not often use the shop therefore inappropriate to comment. 

 

Q11 – FACILITIES FOR FIELD AT MOWBARTON ‘OTHER’ 

A preserved green space for wildlife. 

OK as it is. 

Basketball ring. 

BMX Pumptrack. 

Croquet lawn. (2) 

Croquet and boules area. 



 

Croquet pitch/ Bouling green etc. 

Village Hall bookable outdoor space, Boule, Croquet lawn/pitch. 

Dog bins. 

Is it big enough for a village hard tennis court? 

Move any play equipment to Mowbarton. 

No dog walking. 

Parking. (2) 

Re-site/use for new Village Hall. 

Trim track. 

The multi-use facility would not take all the field so the remainder could be orchard. 

With trees at margins and a wildlife hedge. Whatever- it has to keep rural look and theme and not look urbanised!! 

 

Q12 – ADDITIONAL ACTIVITIES AT VILLAGE HALL 

Exercise & fitness 

Keep fit classes. (2) 

Fitness. 

Fitness would be good. 

Fitness, but the hall caters well for the members of our community. 

Fitness groups, evening classes to cover people who work full time. 

More fitness groups in evening. 

Fitness classes/facilities. 

Fitness, gym, weights, circuits. 

Keep fit for over 50s. 

Fitness classes e.g. Yoga/aerobics etc. 

Pilates class. 

Keep fit (Zumba). Evening art class. Singing group. Computer course. 

More fitness classes, bingo (monthly) and creative classes. 

Keep fit class and book club. 

A dance fitness class. Film club. Weekly Ceilidh dance. Evening art class. Craft club. 

All activities are welcome. Badminton (need sufficient height!). 

Badminton - need to raise roof. 

Badminton. 

Boule and croquet facilities. 

 

Social clubs/specific clubs 

Film shows. 

Sixties night with sixties board games. 

Local singing group - choir? Scrabble club. Bingo nights. Skittles. 

Drama group, community choir, exercise groups, music classes. 

Workingmen's club. 

Dog training. 

 

Learning/education 



 

Learning - languages, computing etc. 

University of Third Age (U3A.org.uk). Computer terminal, such as one might find in a library. 

Computer learning. 

More learning or perhaps mindfulness classes. 

 

Other 

Anything to help the upkeep of hall. Really need a new hall. 

Present activities OK. 

Do not consider it necessary to have any more. 

Outside gym equipment in field or near Village Hall. 

Rarely used because I work away most weeks; otherwise a great asset, but I cannot comment. 

Never use Village Hall. 

Strange question! Which village hall, existing or next generation? 

Access to toilets for users of Mowbarton Field. Good parking. 

Large wildlife boarder in place of fence. 

 

Q13 – FUTURE VILLAGE HALL FEATURES ‘OTHER’ 

Facilities 

Better design and fittings = more bookings. 

Purpose-built kitchen for functions. 

Wooden flooring not carpet. 

Flooring should be pine. Location needs to be reasonably central. 

Sports facilities such as badminton. No carpet just flooring. 

High ceiling for badminton. Flooring no carpet. 

Large hall should be capable of being sub-divided. No carpet. A removable temporary stage is the best option. 

A variety of rooms, different sizes, appearance in keeping with village architecture to be very energy efficient 
(including lighting). 

Large TV/projector screen. Ceiling height to allow for Badminton. 

Permanent BBQ. 

Toilets located so that they can be used at any time. 

Wi-Fi, whiteboards, music system. 

All of the above are valid. 

 

Development issues 

Why not build on existing plot where services already exist? 

Does a new village hall actually have to be that much bigger- old hall could be levelled and a new one rebuilt on 
same site- what would happen to old site? Landscaping should be in keeping theme for rural village environment. 

There should be a comparison of the costs of renovating the current hall, with the cost of a new one. 

We do not believe a new hall is necessary the current structure could be refurbished with minor extensions at less 
cost. We do not believe that the village hall committee has the authority to reach this conclusion. 

We do not need a larger, modern, new Village Hall. The present size is adequate for village needs. Larger hall means 
more people coming into village from outside. 

It's fine as it is! 

Depends what the purpose of the hall is i.e. for rental out to groups or a space for villagers?! 



 

Location is not an option.  

 

Q14 – KINGSDON INN 

Satisfied with current provision 

Very good as it is. 

We like and use it as it is! 

I already use it. 

It is brilliant already. 

Nothing - if it is not broken don't try to fix it. It's great as it is. 

Nothing - we use it and feel it is a great pub. 

Nothing- it is already good. 

Nothing. It is excellent as it is now. 

Satisfactory as it is. 

We do use it regularly. A separate drinking area would be nice but probably not feasible. 

 

Increased bar area for drinkers 

Comfortable casual seating area for those not requiring a meal. 

A better area for locals. 

Provision for locals to gather e.g. dedicated area. 

Area to sit if just drinking. 

Bigger bar area. 

More bar seating. 

Alternative, cheaper/more casual drinking options. 

Having an area for relaxing with a pint and not expected to dine. 

Space to sit or stand and have a drink and chat. 

Small area for drinkers only to offset feel of a restaurant. 

Seating area for non diners- more space. Bar snack menu. 

Not feeling you are walking into a restaurant and expected to eat! Leave the tables unlaid until required. 

To be able to sit down and enjoy just a drink without having to move to allow others to eat. It needs to be proper 
village pub!!! Also more offers. Too expensive. 

 

Pricing 

Lower pricing. Areas where could just have a drink. 

Cheaper meals and a better bar area for drinks only. 

Cheaper prices. 

Lower prices. (3) 

Cheaper costs. Wine and food! 

Lower prices and to return to a pub not a restaurant 

Prices and availability of tables. Themes nights/lunch. 

Have a pensioner’s night or lunchtime to help people with a low disposable income i.e. asset rich, cash poor. 

Monday reduced prices good. Perhaps going back to Sunday evenings to encourage locals to gather. 

Free food and free drink!!! 

 



 

Menu, events, opening hours, facilities & access 

A larger variety of fish and vegetarian dishes, a reasonable fixed-price menu, an area to have a drink. 

Food - Less deep fried food. More varied salads. 

More varied menu at reasonable prices. 

More special price menus and events such as barbeques. 

Curry nights etc. and events. 

All day opening weekends. Sunday evening opening. Return to cheaper menu Sunday and Monday night. 

Open all day at weekends. Simpler bar food menu in addition to eating menu. Theme nights once a month. 

Better garden kept maintained. More local, friendly. 

Family-friendly access. More community orientated. 

More money!! More time! Live music? 

 

Other 

Not applicable to Village Plan. This is a commercial issue for the Kingsdon Inn to address. 

This is, in our opinion, no longer the village pub. We visit those that suit our tastes. Play equipment close at hand 
does not necessarily make them attractive. 

Nothing. (3) 

 

Q15 – INCREASING PARTICIPATION IN SPORTS ACTIVITIES/TIMES 

Activities 

Tennis court. (2) 

Tennis courts or trim track. 

Tennis, swimming- but out of reach for a small village, I guess! 

Tennis, wider awareness of existing groups (walking), archery. 

A cycling club would be useful. 

Badminton and tennis. 

Badminton. 

Cinema club. 

Darts team. Pool tables. 

Walking club. (2) 

Yoga. 

Yoga, dance classes, badminton court. 

Outdoor gym on village green. Lots of community are now doing this. Encourages all to use free of charge. 

Outdoor gym trail. Weekly social walks. More convenient time depends on working or retired. 

Outside gym. 

Exercise bikes in new Village Hall. Weights. 

Putting, Boule/Petanque. 

Roller-blading, skateboarding, improved tarmac (village shop). Better zip wire, more climbing frames. Tennis courts. 

 

Times 

6-8pm. 

Gym 7:30ish till 9:30ish. 

Early evenings between 6-8pm. 



 

Evening fitness groups (after 7pm) for us with young children. 

Evening sessions for full time workers' convenience - exercise or dance. Cycle routes from village if along old 
bridleway to Somerton or along edge of Lytes Cary road to Ilchester. 

Evenings and weekends. 

Opportunities outside working hours. 

Times need to suit working people. 

More evenings. Netball, tennis, dance fitness, Yoga, Kingsdon walking club, football. 

Early afternoons. 

 

Barriers to engagement & suggested solutions 

As now do not know what available already. 

More time! 

 

Generally 

In some villages sports equipment available in sports field i.e. rowing machine, skate park. 

Participate in plenty outside village. 

Twenty years off our age! 

 
 

Q17 – ENVIRONMENT CONCERNS/CHANGE NEEDED & COMMENTS ON GREEN SPACES (Q16) 

GREEN SPACES – Question 16 

Mowbarton Kingsdon Village Green is not a village green, it does not have the legal status. It is the Rec Field. The 
present farmer fails their legal obligation to maintain footpath even though letter sent from County Council.  

B. Village Green - assume it's opposite the pub - not mentioned on map?! Maybe A known as Field Barton? 

The Pound: Rare. Important and listed building. 

Need long-term security of village field/allotments.  

 

Open spaces 

Happy with the open spaces as long as we keep the Mowbarton Village Green (very important) and the Mowbarton 
Playing Field. Problem with fly tipping in ditches on road to Lytes Cary. No one 'officially' in charge. Important to 
keep weekly waste recycling collection. Could use more benches on MBVG. 

Open spaces to be retained, there is already an adequate number of benches, more tree planting is needed. 

 

Benches 

New benches are required Village Green. 

Benches slope and are uncomfortable. 

Bench in area A needs renewing (near north west gate). Village would benefit from appropriate (subtle) street 
lighting, so it's easier/safer to walk out in winter months. 

More benches (comfortable ones) around the village. Verges overgrown, sometimes a driving hazard. 

More nice benches around the village. The play areas is causing parking problems and should be removed. More 
trees need to be planted, verges need to be kept tidy. 

 

Tree planting 

More trees please. 

Tree planting if in right place. 



 

Tree planting in the right place. 

The tree planted by the grit box at the junction of Mow Barton and Middle Street needs to be moved in order to 
assist verge/hedge maintenance and drainage from the parking area. We need clarity on who is responsible for all 
village verge maintenance. 

Need more tree planting initiatives and better action against tree damage, vandalism, destruction. Hedges are 
savagely cut and need better management of laying including around the allotment. Promised tree planting has not 
been done except where tress have been felled.  

I don't think there should be planting around the play equipment. When it grows more parents won't be able to see 
their children and it will encourage teenagers to hang out there, unseen doing possibly things they shouldn't. 

Need more tree planting. Need improved verge/pitch maintenance. 

 

Verges/ditches/hedgerow maintenance 

Hedgerow, verges etc. are being maintained less and less resulting in encroachment onto road, paths, signs etc. 

Hedges need cutting by No.1 Easy Way. Very overgrown. 

Some hedgerows, verges etc. tend to get neglected. 

Trees by bungalows are going to block view turning left from Underwood Rd. Hedges need cutting. 

Stones on verges. Are they legal? 

More to be done to stop cars parking on verges. 

The verges/ditches need to be cut more frequently. A broader range of recycling should be collected. 

Verge/ditches/hedgerow maintenance extremely poor. Recycling lads drop rubbish and leave. 

 

Litter/fly tipping 

Fly tipping has been an issue here for a number of years due to the decline in local disposal services. Maybe once in a 
while the council should offer free collection of items no longer required. Also, we could recycle more items. 

 

Dog Waste 

It has become increasingly difficult to walk dogs near the village. Dog bins should be provided in areas of heavy 
fouling. 

Additional 'poo' bins on road out to Lytes Cary, on way into Orchard and one way to Kingsdon Shoot breeding 
woods. 

Dog faeces on local roads/lanes around village. Dog litter bins on Top Road. 

Dog fouling small percentage of people spoiling it for everyone. 

Dog fouling. Inconsiderate parking. 

 

Households waste recycling 

Household waste/recycling - would like to see more waste classes recycled as in other places. Trees planted poorly - 
too close to hedges and driven by single household agendas. Litter pick needs to be earlier in the year before 
vegetation has concealed it! 

Not in favour of 3-weekly bin collection 

Would like to have weekly collection of household waste. 

 

Rights of Way (footpaths, stiles, gates) 

There are very few rights of way in the village. Huge need, better maintenance. 

 

Generally 



 

Not satisfied with the equipment in the Farmbarton/Kingsdon Playing Field which is mainly used by outsiders at the 
expense of parishioners. 

Visibility splay at top of Kingsdon Hill and B3151. Quality of road surface on Lodge Rd. 

Improvements in road surfaces and visibility as mentioned in Q9. 

Concerns about how the local environment and peace will be affected by future developments. 

 
 
 

Q19 - COMMUNITY SAFETY CONCERNS 

Traffic speed, volume & HGVs 

A speed restriction needs to be placed on Top Road- 30mph or less. 

Speed control on Top Street. Heavy vehicle restrictions. 

Agricultural vehicles in particular speeding on Top Street. 

Traffic speed - farm traffic speeds are biggest concern, especially as Top Street is a popular rat run for tractors etc. If 
housing increased would roads etc. cope? 

People need to appreciate that we live in a small village with narrow roads with children animals and elderly people 
Top Road particularly encourages speeding. 

Speeding on Top Street - especially the buses, go around the corner in the middle of the road far too fast. 

Speeding up and down from Top of North Town down and around Henley Road. 

Vans and commercial vehicles often speed along Top Street. Is there any way of deterring them from using this 
road? 

We are concerned about traffic speed in Top Street. The speed limit on the B3151 is 50mph, but as soon as you turn 
into the Kingsdon road it becomes unrestricted- madness. It therefor means legally anyone can drive down Top 
Street at up to 50mph - as there is no street lighting. 

Extremely concerned about the increasing use of the B3151 by very heavy vehicles which go too fast. Dangerous 
because the road to too narrow, especially around Lower Somerton. 

Also speeding on Lower Road. 

Speeding along Lower Road. 

Speed at junction on B3151 next to Brincil Hill needs reducing - very dangerous junction made worse be increase in 
traffic, buses and construction work and access to Manor housing estate. 

Speed of traffic throughout village but don't want 20mph speed limit signs everywhere, so difficult. 

Speeding in and around the Kingsdon Inn is an issue. This is complicated by cars parking on the road whose owners 
are using the pub or playground. More use of the village hall car park would alleviate the problem. The risk is 
children getting hurt as they move between play park and pub.  

Parents on school run through village to Charlton M. Speeding in general we need a 30mph speed limit. Ridiculous 
you can leave a main road with 50mph limit and drive through village at 60mph if you wish. 

Traffic - amount and speed. 

Speed signs should be put up- 30mph. 

Cars and tractors need slowing down. 

Traffic especially past the bungalows and down the road Lytes Cary travels far too fast. Cutting hedges and verges 
encourages cars to speed up. Why only speeding on Top Street? Speeding within village please - North Town and 
road past village hall have equal speed problems. 

Lorries going to Henley Road. Buses- too big for village roads. 

Seems to have be an issue in the last few years re. heavy vehicles including agricultural etc, which causes vibration 
within the house. 

Slow traffic down coming into village in particular commercial traffic, tractors, delivery vehicles, buses. 

Some residents drive too fast, given there are old, disabled people as well as dogs out and about. 



 

 

Traffic - Visibility 

The new BT cabinet just uphill from Lodge Corner is right in the middle of the visibility splay. This is a safety concern. 
Top Street and all in the village should be a 30mph speed limit. 

Parking in the village, particularly at junction corners obstructing views 

Junction of North Town and Middle street needs urgent attention. The line markings import one way - virtually 
invisible. Children on bikes/boards rocket straight through. Cars go straight through, on the wrong side of the road 
when turning right. 20mph limit throughout village. At top of triangle opposite Norma, place sign saying STOP 30m 
ahead, of something. 

 

Burglary 

Take photographs of any valuables. Mark tools with postcodes. Keep garages and outhouses padlocked. Use 
automatic outside lighting. Speeding on Somerton Road is a problem as cars suddenly appear after junction at the 
back, sometime literally up one’s bottom! Roundabout some as Redpost Crossroad, new tarmac or traffic lights. 

 

Other concerns/suggestions 

Consideration could be given to pedestrian priority areas 

Ensure adequate roadside to go with any developments 

We have expressed no problems with any of the above, but issues suggested should always be in our minds. 
Community spirit and looking out for each other is best way forward. 

 

 

Q20 – LIVING IN KINGSDON – ASPECTS MOST VALUED 

A very caring community. No through traffic. Not too many council or affordable houses. 

Being part of a community. 

Community events/sense of community. Country walks, pub/shop and being able to stay close to family. 

Community life. Friendliness of community. Safe areas for young people. 

Community spirit. (2) 

Community spirit. Circle of friends. Safe environment- family friendly. 

Community spirit, public transport, excellent community shop, HMS Kingsdon and playing field. 

Community spirit, rural aspect and no light pollution. 

Community spirit. Organised events. The shop and pub. 

Community spirit. Rural environment - wildlife, quiet, scenery. 

Community, environment, built environment. 

Events that bring family, friends and neighbours together. 

Friendliness and sense of community. Physical character and rural locations. Ease of access to larger towns and thus 
range of cultural activities, shopping, history, geography etc. 

Friendliness of people living in the village, being in a place that has not through traffic, slightly off the beaten track. 
The community shop and newspaper. 

Friendliness, relaxed and compact. 

Friendly community. 

Friendly people and peace and quiet of village life. 

Friendly. Supportive neighbours. 

Friendship and support. Rural location and attractive garden displays. 

Friendships and our ongoing community spirit. 



 

Friendships, peace and tranquillity in a small rural environment. 

Friendships. Peaceful surroundings. Facilities. 

General friendliness and helpfulness. 

Green spaces, wonderful variety of wildlife. Beautiful outlook and it's quiet. That's why we moved here! 

I value the green spaces. The nice mix of wildlife and open playing space. 

It is a warm, welcoming and inclusive community. 

Its rural character which is being eroded by increase in construction. 

Kingsdon is a lovely, historic village with the greatest of community spirit. It is a friendly, picturesque and calming 
place to live. The size is just right to maintain such a community feel. It is a privilege to live here! 

Living in a small community without street lighting and the peaceful rural environment. 

Living in a small peaceful community. 

Living in such a community. 

Living out of town in the country provided the playing fields remain rural and do not become in urban in character 
and the village does not become too 'twee'. 

Location. 

Lovely village and countryside. 

No street lights. Lack of traffic. 

Not kept so tidy like other villages could be improved. We have such a pretty village- make it worthwhile. I have lived 
in Kingsdon village for [many years] and just love it. 

Peace & quiet, lack of through traffic. Friendly community, village shop. Good walks and tranquillity. 

Peace and quiet and a very friendly village. 

Peace and quiet! 

Peace and quiet, community assistance and the local shop, pub and church. 

Peace, quiet and community spirit. The rural surroundings but with the facilities of Somerton and larger centres 
close at hand.  

Peace. Community spirit. Community grapevine. Keeping the shop, church, village hall, open spaces and pub. 

Peaceful village life, community spirit, fantastic views and location, great pub and lovely country walks. 

Peaceful, friendly and rural. Plus a village shop and church. 

Peacefulness, ability to walk around village without constantly worrying about vehicles. Sense of community. 

Quiet and natural world. Some nice people. 

Quiet country village ambience. Pretty buildings. Historic routes. Good community. Low traffic. 

Quiet, friendly village with no through traffic. Having a local shop and pub/restaurant. Buildings style retaining 
character. 

Quiet, rural, attractive village with lovely view and warm, friendly community. 

Rural village community. Friendliness of neighbours and villagers in general. 

Rural. Feels like a village not town community feel. Wildlife. Green spaces. Farm community. 

Safe and happy environment and good community spirit. 

Sense of community achieved by actions of volunteers e.g. shop, Chronicle, events on the Green and in Village Hall. 
Excellent pub (albeit targeted by its owners at fine dining). Unspoilt and characterful environment - controlled 
development in appropriate architectural styles. 

Sense of community, absence of through traffic, community shop and Kingsdon Inn. 

Sense of community, the variety of events in the village. The shop and pub. Peaceful surroundings, plenty of green 
open space, good access to footpath. 

Sense of community. Friendship. 

Size of village, community spirit, mix of people. 



 

So many helpful and kind friends and neighbours. 

Surrounding open spaces and fields. Quiet, peaceful environment. 

The closeness of the people in the village- it's very friendly. 

The community. 

The environment. 

The fact it's a relatively small village. People friendly. Close access to town if needed. Plus (most times) access to 
A303 within easy reach. 

The feeling of community, village feel. 

The friendly people, the relaxed feel; the panoramic views of the countryside, the events/social and fetes. 

The garden. The friendly atmosphere. The church, village shop and playing field. The Kingsdon Inn. The people, many 
of whom we've known for ages having lived in Kingsdon [for many decades]. And it's home! 

The largely unspoilt environment; Kingsdon is still a chocolate box village! 

The peace and tranquillity that is in Kingsdon. The lack of traffic noise and the absence of street lamps is good. The 
beauty and the green space are lovely. 

The peaceful village atmosphere. 

The peacefulness, the shop and friendly community as well as good links to roads. 

The quiet and sense of community. We are very fortunate indeed to live here. 

The rural environment. The community spirit. 

The rural peace. Village inclusion. Wild birds, when allowed by my neighbour! 

The sense of community and open green spaces. The security of living in a small community. 

The sense of community. The pub, the shop and the church which all contribute to this. Very attractive village set in 
beautiful countryside yet easy access to local towns and other amenities e.g. coast and cathedrals. 

Village character and community spirit. 

We have come here to live for peace and quiet. Any more housing will completely ruin our lovely village. For those 
who want more facilities, more progress, I suggest they go and live elsewhere!! 

 

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS ATTACHED TO SURVEY 

No details [name and address] as last time a survey carried out there was victimisation of those who did not agree 
with the compiler's wishes. 

 
 



 

 

Appendix 3 – Full survey results summary tables 

Q1. How long have you lived in Kingsdon Parish? 
     Answer Choices Response % Total 

      0-4 years 16.5% 15 
      5-10 years 18.7% 17 
      11-20 years 19.8% 18 
      More than 20 years 45.1% 41 
      

 

Answered 91 
      

 

Skipped 1 
      

         Q2. How many people in each age group living in your household (please place a number in the relevant boxes) 
     

Answer Choices 
Response 

Total 
Response 

Count 
      0-4 years 0 0 

      5-10 years 8 5 
      11-18 years 15 9 
      19-24 years 9 8 
      25-44 years 14 10 
      45-64 years 69 43 
      65-74 years 51 35 
      75+ years 34 24 
      

 

Answered 90 
      

 

Skipped 2 
      

         Q3. What is your postcode? 
        Answered 89 

       Skipped 3 
       

           



 

Q4. How well informed, if at all, do you feel about activities / events in your local area? 

     Answer Choices Response % Total 
      Extremely well informed 20.2% 18 

      Very well informed 64.0% 57 
      Moderately informed 14.6% 13 
      Not very well informed 1.1% 1 
      Not at all informed 0.0% 0 
      Don't know 0.0% 0 
      

 

Answered 89 
      

 

Skipped 3 
      

         Q5. Where do you prefer to get your information about activities / events in your area? (tick all 
that apply) 

      Answer Choices Response % Total 
      Village monthly magazine 90.2% 83 

      The Community Shop 63.0% 58 
      Village Group Email 48.9% 45 
      Friends 46.7% 43 
      Parish noticeboard 20.7% 19 
      Kingsdon Village Website 18.5% 17 
      Village Hall 10.9% 10 
      Online/social media: Facebook / Twitter etc. 9.8% 9 
      Churches 8.7% 8 
      The Kingsdon Inn 5.4% 5 
      Local press e.g. Western Gazette 5.4% 5 
      Health / other professionals 1.1% 1 
      Adjacent Villages 0.0% 0 
      Other (please tell us) 6.5% 6 
      

 

Answered 92 
      

 

Skipped 0 
      

         Q6. Please tell us your suggestions for any improvements that could be made to help keep you informed about local activities / events 
    Answered 16 

       Skipped 76 
       

           



 

Q7. How adequate is your Broadband connection for you and your household? (please tick) 
       

Answer Choices 
No 

Broadband 
Totally 

inadequate 
Slightly 

inadequate 
Somewhat 
adequate 

Very 
adequate 

Extremely 
adequate Total 

Weighted 
Average 

Social needs 8 8 18 20 27 5 86 2.76 

Educational needs 8 4 8 10 13 2 45 2.5 

Business needs 10 6 8 13 15 3 55 2.48 

If you are not satisfied with this, please tell us why (e.g. typical speed, reliability etc) 
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Answered 90  
 

     

Skipped 2  
 

         

Q8. Due to changing Government policy, it is likely there will be some housing development in the village in the next 5-10 years.  What kind of housing is needed most 
in Kingsdon in the next  5-10 years, for local people? (tick all that apply) 

  

Answer Choices 
Need a 

lot more 
Need a 

few more 
About 
right 

Too many 
already 

Total 
Weighted 
Average 

  Low cost/starter homes (for purchase) 21 32 10 2 65 1.08 

  Low carbon/Eco-friendly housing 10 21 6 1 38 1.03 
  Affordable housing (for local people who cannot afford to buy or rent 

on the open market) 
16 30 11 3 60 0.93 

  2 bedroom houses 12 37 11 2 62 0.92 
  Sheltered housing (for older or disabled people) 6 30 13 2 51 0.75 

  Bungalows 12 26 22 3 63 0.7 
  Accessible housing (tailored design for disabled people) 4 28 12 2 46 0.7 
  1 bedroom houses 4 20 15 1 40 0.65 
  3 bedroom houses 8 27 18 4 57 0.61 

  Retirement housing 6 21 23 3 53 0.51 
  Rented accommodation 5 11 26 5 47 0.23 

  Self build homes 2 7 16 6 31 -0.03 
  4+ bedroom houses 1 5 26 17 49 -0.55 
  

  

 Answered 89  
   

  

 Skipped 3  
   

           



 

Q9. What concerns, if any, do you have about any housing developments in Kingsdon Parish? (tick any that apply) 
     Answer Choices Response % Total 

      Loss of green space 73.9% 68 
      Lack of parking 66.3% 61 
      Traffic Congestion 59.8% 55 
      Impact on sense of community 48.9% 45 
      Houses not suitable for needs of community 43.5% 40 
      Poor design 43.5% 40 
      Pressure on health services 32.6% 30 
      Increased road traffic accidents 27.2% 25 
      Increase in crime 20.7% 19 
      Inadequate sports and leisure facilities 18.5% 17 
      Reduced property prices 17.4% 16 
      Pressure on school places 12.0% 11 
      Increased risk of flooding 5.4% 5 
      None 5.4% 5 
      Other (please tell us) 
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Answered 92 
      

 

Skipped 0 
      

         Q10. Please rate the following aspects of our community shop 
        

Answer Choices 
Completely 

satisfied 
Very 

satisfied 
Somewhat 

satisfied 
Slightly 
satisfied 

Not at all 
satisfied Total 

Weighted 
Average 

 Quality of service 58 27 1 1 0 87 4.63 
 Range of goods 32 42 11 1 0 86 4.22 
 Opening hours 36 35 12 3 0 86 4.21 
 Pricing of goods 33 33 13 3 1 83 4.13 
 What other services could the community shop offer?  Please be brief 
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Answered 87 
  

     

Skipped 5 
  

           



 

Q11. The Parish Council now owns the field at Mowbarton. Bearing 
in mind that facilities may need to be maintained by volunteers and 
paid for by the Parish, what facilities would you most like to see? 
 (tick no more than 3) 

        Answer Choices Response % Total 
      Paths and benches 41.9% 36 

      Managed wildflower / nature meadow 37.2% 32 
      Orchard 33.7% 29 

      Tennis Courts 24.4% 21 
      Bins 23.3% 20 
      Multi-use all weather area 23.3% 20 
      Other (please tell us) 20.9% 18 
      Picnic tables 18.6% 16 

      Football pitch 8.1% 7 
      Toilets 8.1% 7 
      Community allotments 7.0% 6 
      

 

Answered 86 

      

 

Skipped 6 
      

         Q12. What additional activities would you like to see at the Village Hall? (This could include fitness, learning, new groups etc) 
    Answered 39 

       Skipped 53 
       

           



 

Q13. Which features do you think would be important in a new village hall? (tick all that apply) 
      Answer Choices Response % Total 

      Parking 90.0% 81 
      Heating 85.6% 77 
      Basic kitchen facilities 82.2% 74 
      Large hall area 73.3% 66 
      Access to building 72.2% 65 
      Lighting 70.0% 63 
      Small meeting room 68.9% 62 
      External appearance 64.4% 58 
      Energy efficiency e.g. solar panels, double glazing 62.2% 56 
      Stage 61.1% 55 
      Storage 60.0% 54 
      Location 58.9% 53 
      License to serve alcohol at events 57.8% 52 
      Cleaning / caretaking 55.6% 50 
      Sound system / hearing loop 55.6% 50 
      Facility with Wi-Fi 55.6% 50 
      Maintenance of facilities 54.4% 49 
      Landscaping 45.6% 41 
      Outdoor seating area 44.4% 40 
      Sound proofing 43.3% 39 
      Flooring / carpet 34.4% 31 
      Other (please tell us) 27.8% 25 
      

 

Answered 90 
      

 

Skipped 2 
      

         Q14. What would encourage you to use the Kingsdon Inn more? 
        Answered 62 

       Skipped 30 
       

           



 

Q15. What would help you to take part in more sport or physical activities? (tick all that apply) 
      Answer Choices Response % Total 

      Nothing, I participate in plenty 33.3% 24 
      More activities for disabled / elderly 26.4% 19 
      Better range of sports activities (tell us below) 19.4% 14 
      Improved facilities 16.7% 12 
      Someone to go with 11.1% 8 
      More convenient time (tell us best times below) 9.7% 7 
      Better knowledge of activities / events 8.3% 6 
      Other (please tell us) 9.7% 7 
      Suggestions for sports activities or convenient times, if ticked above   34 
      

 

Answered 72 
      

 

Skipped 20 
      

         Q16. How important to you are the following green spaces? 
        

Answer Choices 
Extremely 
important 

Very 
important 

Somewhat 
important 

Not very 
important 

Not at all 
important 

Total 
Weighted 
Average 

 A.  Mowbarton Kingsdon Village Green 69 15 2 1 0 87 4.75 
 D.  The Allotment Gardens 48 25 12 1 1 87 4.36 
 B.  The Village Green 43 23 10 4 5 85 4.12 
 C.  Mowbarton Playing field 34 25 16 4 4 83 3.98 
 E.  The Pound 23 13 23 17 9 85 3.28 
 

 
    

Answered 91 
 

 

 
    

Skipped 1 
 

 

         Q17. How satisfied are you with the following issues relating to your local environment? (tick all that apply) 
      

Answer Choices 
Completely 
satisfied 

Very 
satisfied 

Somewhat 
satisfied 

Slightly 
satisfied 

Not at all 
satisfied Total 

Weighted 
Average 

 Open Spaces 32 41 11 0 3 87 4.14 
 Household waste recycling 23 35 18 6 1 83 3.88 
 Rights of Way (footpaths, stiles, gates) 9 34 30 3 5 81 3.48 

 Tree planting 6 35 22 10 7 80 3.29 
 Benches 9 20 31 13 5 78 3.19 
 Litter / fly tipping 8 25 23 15 7 78 3.15 
 Verges / ditches / hedgerows maintenance 7 15 35 16 14 87 2.83 
 Please tell us more about your concerns and what change is needed. 
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Answered 91 
  

    

Skipped 1 
  

     

  

  



 

Q18. How concerned, if at all, are you about the following road issues? (tick all that apply) 
       

Answer Choices 
Extremely 
concerned 

Quite 
concerned 

Moderately 
concerned 

Slightly 
concerned 

Not at 
all concerned 

No opinion Total 
Weighted 
Average 

Speeding on the Somerton Road (B3151) 29 31 12 10 3 0 85 3.86 

Visibility at junctions on the Somerton Road (B3151) 26 27 19 7 5 1 85 3.69 

Speeding on Top Street 24 21 17 15 8 1 86 3.41 

      

Answered 90 
 

      

Skipped 2 
 

         Q19. How concerned, if at all, are you about the following aspects of community safety in Kingsdon Parish? (tick all that apply) 
    

Answer Choices 
Extremely 
concerned 

Quite 
concerned 

Moderately 
concerned 

Slightly 
concerned 

Not at all 
concerned 

No 
opinion 

Total 
Weighted 
Average 

Traffic speed 17 23 9 26 10 2 87 3.06 

Amount of traffic 9 17 9 21 24 1 81 2.54 

Burglary 5 15 17 27 19 1 84 2.49 

Cold calling 8 10 10 22 28 2 80 2.28 

Anti-social behaviour 2 5 9 22 39 3 80 1.75 

Please tell us your suggestions, or which areas need action 
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Answered 89 
 

 
     

Skipped 3 
 

 
        

Q20. What aspects of living in Kingsdon do you value the most? 
        Answered 87 

       Skipped 5 
       

         If you want to enter the prize draw, please tick and provide your 
details. 

        Answer Choices Response % Total 
      Please enter me for the Prize Draw (open to 18 years and over only) 100.0% 45 

      

 

Answered 45 
      

 

Skipped 47 
      Additional comments not covered elsewhere in this survey 

        Answered 1 
       Skipped 91 
       



 

 

Appendix 4– Prize Draw 
Prize Draw – 45 entered 
Prize Draw Winner: Using random selection formula in Excel. Prize Draw took place 13.11.17 
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