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Message from Martin Singleton 

I am sad to announce that my lovely wife Shirley died peacefully early Sunday evening 16th at St Margaret's Hos-
pice, Yeovil.  We have very much appreciated the help and concern of those Kingsdon residents who have known 
us over the past twenty years, especially during the last few months since Shirley decided on no further treatment 
for her cancer 

The funeral and thanksgiving service for Shirley will be held on Friday 4th August at 12 noon at All Saints 
Church, Top Street, Kingsdon, TA11 7JU.  Please wear cheerful clothing. Family flowers only.  If you would like 
to give a donation in her memory there will be an opportunity to do so at the church.  Her chosen charities are the 
JDRF (Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation ) and St. Margaret's Hospice.  Donations may also be sent direct to 
Forsey and Son Ltd, Pound Pool, Somerton, Somerset, TA11 6LZ.        

Martin   

 

Kingsdon Community Shop, where Shirley was a much valued volunteer, will be closed from 11.30am to 
2pm on Friday 4th August 

Kingsdon Jubilee Fund 

Grand  Draw 

Prizes Wanted 
 

Donations of Prizes for our 
Grand Draw would be very much appreciated.                    

We are in particular need of Bottles. 
 

All gifts in Mint Condition please. 
(Last year I suffered the embarrassment of a winner complaining her prize 

Jigsaw had pieces missing!)  
(Please leave at the Shop) 

Kingsdon Festival 

Helpers required with catering 
 

The Festival Committee would like to hear from anyone who could spare some time during the 

Festival & Fete  helping with hot drinks and cream teas (Fete day afternoon)    

Volunteers are also required to help Guy Osborne with the BBQ (A hot tiring job) 

Helpers also required by Andy Fryer on the Bar.  (No Barfly’s please) 
(for more information please contact the above or Wally on 07990 673935) 

Ticket pricing for the 3 

nights of the Festival 
 

  For all 3 nights          -  £15    
                                                                         

Friday night only      -   £5     
                                                                               

Saturday night only  -  £10    
                                                                  

Sunday night only    - £5      
 

Under 16’s Free  
 

for all nights when                          
accompanied by an adult 

 

 

Tickets available from                               

Kingsdon Community Shop 
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All Saints Church 
 

Priest in Charge:   Revd Alan Symonds Tel/Fax 01458 272029  (For arrangement of Baptisms, Weddings and other occa-
sional services) 
Church Warden:  Mrs Bel Allan  Tel. 01935 840878 
Parochial Church Council: Secretary  Nicholas J. Allan  Tel 01935 840878   Treasurer Alan Carnall Tel 01935 840692 
Tower Captain:   Jackie Ellis Tel 01935 840344 

Church Services for August 
 

Sunday  6th  August        11 a.m.         Holy Communion                                                                 Rev Adrian Hopwood 
 

Sunday 13th August        9.30 a.m.      Morning Prayer                                                                    Rev Adrian Hopwood 
 

Sunday 20th August         6 p.m.           Evensong                                                                                Rev John Greed    
 

Sunday 27th August         11 a.m.`        Songs of Praise in the Festival Marquee                             Nick and Bel Allan   
                                                

Church Rosters for August 

Brass:  Angie Saunders      Flowers:  Ann Baldwin & Gill Paine 

                                                                                                

Kingsdon Village Hall 
 
For all information  (except bookings)  contact: -    
David Thomson, Park Farmhouse, Lower Rd. 
Kingsdon TA11 7LL    Tel:01935 841453 
 
For bookings contact Marilyn Elliott, 4 Manor Close, 
Kingsdon, TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444                                                     
Email marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

 
 

Bookings for August 2017 
 

Short Mat Bowls   Mondays 7.30pm - 9pm, and 
Tuesdays 10am - 12noon 
Table Tennis Club Tuesdays at 7.30pm  
Yeovil Dist. Canine Soc. Wednesdays  6.30pm 
Hall Closed - Maintenance  5th & 6th 
Private Function  Saturday 12th    
Private Function  Sunday 20th 
Kingsdon Festival - Fri 25th, Sat 26th,  Sun 27th 
  

Kingsdon Table Tennis Club  
 

The Table Tennis Club play in the Village Hall on Tuesday evenings  
between 7.30pm and 9.30pm.   
If you are interested then please contact  Martin Singleton on 841162 
or just come along. 

Kingsdon Seniors Club 
 

The Seniors Club meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month at 3pm in 
the Village Hall.  New members (any age) are always welcome.  
For information contact Club Secretary  Marilyn Elliott,                     
4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. Tel 01935 841444                              
email: marilyn.elliott@hotmail.co.uk 

Kingsdon Boule & Croquet Club 
 

The club meets every Thursday afternoon in members’ gardens be-
tween  2 and 4 pm,  weather permitting.  For more details contact  
Nina Carlisle  01935 840933 or email: ninacarlisle@talktalk.net                                                

Kingsdon Cricket Club 
 

Chairman : Marilyn Elliott   4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somerton,      TA11 7LW Tel 01935 841444   07990673935  
 
Secretary:  Ian Birrell   Watersmeet, Huish Episcopi, Langport. TA10 9HE  Tel 01458 259231      07817959709                              
 
Trustees: B. Carlisle, I. Birrell, J. Schofield 
 
Captain / Treasurer: J. Schofield      
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The Kingsdon Chronicle 
The Kingsdon Chronicle is an independent journal published monthly and is financed by voluntary donation.  Cheques paya-
ble to ‘The Kingsdon Chronicle’   The Kingsdon Chronicle welcomes correspondence from its readers.  Name and address 
must be supplied but may be withheld from publication on request..  The Kingsdon Chronicle reserves the right to edit items 
for publication. Contributed letters and articles printed in The Kingsdon Chronicle do not necessarily reflect the views of The 
Kingsdon Chronicle production  team.   “All contributors are deemed to agree to their material in the Chronicle being pub-
lished in the web copy on the village website.  The editor will assume that all material supplied is original, or from copyright 
free sources.  (It is the contributor’s responsibility to gain any necessary permissions and to provide acknowledgments).” 
Editor:  Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon. TA11 7LW  Tel 01935 841444,  Mobile 07990673935,                       
Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com      www.kingsdon.org/kingsdon-chronicle/ 
 

The Kingsdon Jubilee Fund 
 

Trustees:  Chairman - K. Thomas,   Secretary - I. Dibben,  Treasurer - W. Elliott,  G. Osborne,  M. Freeman  &  M. Elliott 

Kingsdon Knitting Klub 
(Knitting for Good Causes) 

 

The Knitters meet on the second Saturday of the month at 10.30am to 
midday in the Community Shop.  For information please contact:   
Linda Rumbles 01935 840132 or Babs Conway 01935 841811 



                                  August                    Kingsdon Village  Diary                   September 
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1st Tue 
10am - 12noon 

7.30pm -  
Short Mat Bowls 

Table Tennis Club 
Village Hall 
Village Hall 

2nd Wed 
6.30pm -  Y.D. Canine Soc. Village Hall 

3rd Thu    

4th Fri    

5th Sat 

12 noon - 4pm 
 

All Day 

Strawbs & Cream 
with Pimms 

Closed  - Maintenance 
 

Shop 
 

Village Hall 

6th Sun 
11am 
2pm 

All Day 

Holy Communion 
Cricket - Away 

Closed -Maintenance  

Church 
Martock 

Village Hall 

7th Mon 
7.30pm - 9pm Short Mat Bowls Village Hall 

8th Tue 
10am - 12noon 

7.30pm -  
Short Mat Bowls 

Table Tennis Club 
Village Hall 
Village Hall 

9th Wed 6.30pm -  Y.D. Canine Soc. Village Hall 

10th Thu    

11th Fri    

12th Sat    

13th Sun 9.30am Morning Prayer Church 

14th Mon 7.30pm - 9pm Short Mat Bowls Village Hall 

15th Tue 
10am - 12noon 

7.30pm -  
Short Mat Bowls 

Table Tennis Club 
Village Hall 
Village Hall 

16th Wed 6.30pm -  Y.D. Canine Soc. Village Hall 

17th Thu    

18th Fri    

     

20th Sun 6pm 
 

Evensong 
 

Church 

21st Mon 7.30pm - 9pm Short Mat Bowls Village Hall 

22nd Tue 
10am - 12noon 

7.30pm -  
Short Mat Bowls 

Table Tennis Club 
Village Hall 
Village Hall 

23rd Wed 6.30pm -  Y.D. Canine Soc. Village Hall 

24th Thu    

25th Fri All  Weekend 
7pm 

Kingsdon Festival 
BA22 Band 

Village Hall 
Marquee 

26th Sat 10.30am 
7pm 

Village Fete 
Kingsdon Big Band 

Field 
Marquee 

27th Sun 

11am 
12.30pm 

2pm 
7pm 

Songs of Praise 
Picnic Lunch 

Dog Show 
US Band 

Marquee 
Field /Marquee 
Field /Marquee 

Marquee 
 

28th Mon 
2pm 

7.30pm 
Cricket - Home 

Short Mat Bowls 
Frog Lane 

Village Hall 

29th Tue 
10am - 12noon 

7.30pm -  
Short Mat Bowls 

Table Tennis Club 
Village Hall 
Village Hall 

30th Wed 6.30pm Y.D. Canine Soc. Village Hall 

31st Thu    

1st Fri    

2nd Sat    

3rd Sun 
11am 
2.pm 

Family Service 
Cricket v C.Dundon 

Church 
Frog Lane 

4th Mon 
7.30pm - 9pm Short Mat Bowls Village Hall 

5th Tue 
10am - 12noon 

7.30pm -  
Short Mat Bowls 

Table Tennis Club 
Village Hall 
Village Hall 

6th Wed 6.30pm -  Y.D. Canine Soc. Village Hall 

7th Thu 10am - 12noon Art Club Village Hall 

8th Fri 9.30am - 10.30am Pilates Village Hall 

9th Sat    

10th Sun 9.30am 
 

Morning Prayer 
 

Church 
 

11th Mon 
7.30pm - 9pm Short Mat Bowls Village Hall 

12th Tue 
10am - 12noon 

7.30pm -  
Short Mat Bowls 

Table Tennis Club 
Village Hall 
Village Hall 

13th Wed 
6.30pm -  Y.D. Canine Soc. Village Hall 

14th Thu 
10am - 12noon 

7.30pm 
Art Club 

K P. Council meet 
Village Hall 
Village Hall 

15th Fri 9.30am - 10.30am Pilates Village Hall 

16th Sat    

17th Sun 6pm 
 

Evensong Church 
 

18th Mon 7.30pm - 9pm Short Mat Bowls Village Hall 

19th Tue 
10am - 12noon 

7.30pm -  
Short Mat Bowls 

Table Tennis Club 
Village Hall 
Village Hall 

20th Wed 6.30pm -  Y.D. Canine Soc. Village Hall 

21st Thu    

22nd Fri 9.30am - 10.30am Pilates Village Hall 

23rd Sat    

24th Sun 9.30am Holy Communion Church 

25th Mon 7.30pm - 9pm Short Mat Bowls Village Hall 

26th Tue 
10am - 12noon 

7.30pm -  
Short Mat Bowls 

Table Tennis Club 
Village Hall 
Village Hall 

27th Wed 6.30pm -  Y.D. Canine Soc. Village Hall 

28th Thu    

29th Fri 9.30am - 10.30am Pilates Village Hall 

30th Sat    

Sunday 1st October   -  Harvest Supper 



Kingsdon Festival & Fete Weekend 
Friday 25th  /  Saturday 26th  &  Sunday 27th August  

In the Marquee on Kingsdon Village Field 
 

A Licensed Bar and BBQ will be serving over the three days 
 

Music for the Festival 
 

The festival commences at 7pm on Friday evening 25th, with the bril-
liant Yeovil band, BA22, who are returning by popular request follow-
ing their successful evening at last year’s festival. 
 

On 7pm Saturday evening, we will be treated to the fantastic sound of 
the ever popular Kingsdon Big Band,  organised by our  musical di-
rector, Keith Thomas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Sunday evening, we are pleased to announce that we have been able to book the well-known and ever pop-
ular Somerset Duo  'Us'  AKA Richy & Ian, who play covers from the 60’s to the present day, all played 
acoustically.   
 

 

Ticketing for the 3 nights:                For all 3 nights           -  £15   ) 

                                                             Friday night only      -   £5    ) 

                                                             Saturday night only  -  £10   ) 

                                                             Sunday night only     -  £5     ) 

 

 
 

Tickets on sale at Kingsdon Community Shop 
 
Saturday daytime will be our traditional fete with  various stalls at-
tending including: 
 

Hook the duck and high striker bell  
 

Toys/Jewellery/All sorts  
 

Fabric bags, purses and small gifts in the French shabby chic style 
 

Coconut Shy 
 
 

Handbags, ladies fashion and accessories. 
 

Fresh popcorn, fresh candy floss bags and sticks also fresh donuts. 
 

Win a Mini Competition. 
 

Berry’s Coaches - London Superfast Service and holiday programme. 
 

Villa Products - Hand made fabric items 
 

Gifts and homeware. 
 

Small leather goods, dreamcatchers, hippy style bags and novelty items etc. 
 

Cards and crafts - moggie and sheep and necklaces.   
 

Jewellery 
 

New & Previously owned Jewellery. Specialising in Lea Stein Copy Brooches....also Onyx Eggs & Spheres + 
Mineral Specimens & Rocks. 
 

Royal Navy Historic Flight 
 

Espokes Electric Bikes Page 4 

Under 16’s - Free for all nights when accompanied by an adult 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cycle for fun, to commute, to stay fit, or any reason you like. 
Electric bikes give you the freedom and confidence to take on 
those hills and to go further than you ever expected. 
 

Espokes are an independent family run specialist electric bike 
supplier and service centre.  
 

They love riding ebikes and are dedicated to providing you 
with an electric bike experience you will love too.  
 

Each customer’s needs and reasons for riding are different. They strive to match you with an ebike 
to suit your requirements.  
 

Operating a try before you buy scheme, means you can rest assured you will be comfortable and 
happy on your new purchase.  
 

All electric bikes are professionally assembled and go through a pre delivery inspection by certified 
mechanics ensuring your ebike is ready to ride on collection. Their workshop mechanic is Cytech 
technical e-bike qualified and everyone at Espokes has had training from Bosch, TranzX and Shim-
ano Steps enabling them to offer electronic diagnostics and servicing. Electric bikes have the poten-
tial to double the average cycling commuting distance which will have a positive effect on health 
and the environment giving a lower carbon footprint.With the progress in better technology Espokes offer a stylish and af-
fordable range of electric bikes enabling anybody from the age of 14 to contribute towards helping the environment 
 

There is a minimum two year warranty on all their ebikes and a FREE service after six weeks, so you can have the confi-
dence they will take care of you. 
 

If you would like to test ride an ebike visit their stand on Saturday 26th August at Kingsdon fete. 

All Saints’ Parish Church, Kingsdon 

Songs of Praise in the Village Marquee on Sunday 27th August 2017 at 11am 

Nick and Bel Allan will again be leading a Songs of Praise service in the Marquee on Sunday 27th August as part of the Fete 
and Festival celebrations and Polly Penter (nee Mackwood) has kindly agreed to take part as solo 
singer, and Beryl Turner will again be accompanying us on her keyboard. 

We hope that as many villagers as possible will attend as it gives us an opportunity to sing some of 
our favourite hymns.  If any of you would like to choose a particular hymn which you would like to be 
sung, could you please let Nick or Bel know if possible by Wednesday 10th August so as to give us 
enough time to put the service together.                                                                                              
Please do this either by phone (840878) or email at nickandbel@hotmail.com 

And your favourite Hymn is? 

Meet Sharandys Birds of Prey 

on Saturday afternoon at the 

Fete 
A chance  to get up close with these 

fabulous Birds and make the most of 

this opportunity to be photographed 

with them 

Kingsdon Festival Grand Draw 
Tickets £1 

First Prize  -  A Flight over South 
Somerset with opportunity to  
take aerial photograph of win-

ners home.  The winner may elect 
a family member or friend to 

take the flight. 
(20 mile radius of HMS Yeovil-

ton) 
 

Plus many other prizes 
To be drawn at the Kingsdon Marquee on Sunday eve 27th August  

 

Registered under the Gambling Act 2005 with South Som. D.C. No. 33427 
Promoter: Wallace Elliott, 4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, Somerton, TA11 7LW 

Tickets delivered with this Chronicle are also available from Kingsdon Communi-

ty Shop, at the Fete or phone 01935 841444   Email: wallyelliott@hotmail.com 

Please return sold ticket stubs to Wallace Elliott or Kingsdon Shop by 

26th August 2017 - Cheques payable to    ‘Kingsdon Jubilee Fund’ 

2016 winner Gabby Osborne & friends  
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Kingsdon Seniors Annual Garden Party 
 

There was a good turn out for the annual garden party that 
was due to be held at the home of Brian & Gill Paine, but 
due to the inclement weather was relocated to the Village 
Hall.   
 

It was announced that the club was changing it’s name 
from September to ‘The Kingsdon Afternoon Club’ 
 

The date of the trip out in September is still to be con-
firmed 
 

Richard thanked all for the marvellous spread and Brian 
& Gill for the Quiz & Games also Julie South for the ta-
ble decorations. 



Kingsdon Field Day and Cricket Weekend 

The Kingsdon Field Day on 8th July turned out to be a great 
success.  It was the first time the Jubilee Committee had put on 
such an event, but blessed by perfect weather and a lot of hard 
work, particularly by Guy Osborne with the BBQ and Mark 
Freeman keeping us all well quenched with the bar, and  it was 
very pleasing to see the day well supported by  locals and visi-
tors.  What made it all the more pleasing for the organisers 
were the messages of thanks from so many people:   “Thank 
you for organising such a lovely family day! We had a blast .“ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kingsdon Cricket Day 

This was another first for the club and the village.  Another glorious scorcher no doubt encouraged many to venture down 
Frog Lane to the cricket ground for this fun family cricket match.  There were a few puzzled looks on the cricket purists fac-
es with 16 a-side but it turned out to be a good close game, enjoyed by all. 
 
One purpose of the day was fund raising for Kingsdon Cricket Club, with new very expensive mowers required, every penny 
raised was going to be gratefully received, so after the profit of £424 was announced, congratulations  were due to Guy Os-
borne & Mark Freeman for there labours running the very profitable BBQ & Bar  

 
Only 80 years separated Douglas, seen here be-
ing caught behind by Glenn Allison ,and our 
youngest player of the day, at 11 years old and 
showing a lot of promise for the future was 
Kieron Whitbread. 
And the winners were  Kingsdon Cricket Club 
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Kingsdon Swifts 
 

I doubt if many shops can claim to be the summer home to a 'Scream' of swifts. Whilst watering our flower display each 
morning they dive over me screaming, living up to their collective name. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

THE KINGSDON SWIFTS 
By Peter Crowter 

 
The Kingsdon Inn, the village school, there used to be a link, 
Now there’s a little teaser that may make you stop and think. 
One was where the grown-ups went to have a beer and chat, 

And one where kids were taught to read and other stuff like that. 
 

But both had other visitors that flew in once a year, 
They didn’t come for learning or to buy a pint of beer, 

And somewhere in the roof they went to build there shallow nest, 
The only time throughout the year they give their wings a rest. 

 
The swift is an amazing bird it spends life on the wing, 

In fact when it is in the air it can do anything. 
It eats, it sleeps, it even mates it never stops to rest, 

The only time it stops it’s flight is when it has to nest. 
 

And should it land upon the ground it can’t take off again. 
If no one lends a helping hand then there it must remain. 

We once found one outside the pub, it looked a sorry sight, 
We picked it up and let it go and it resumed it’s flight. 

 
I used to love to watch them on their summer evening flight, 

They flew in squadrons round the school and screamed with sheer delight. 
On sickle wings as black as night they carved the evening air, 

The kids are gone but hopefully the swifts still party there. 
 

(First published in the Chronicle June 2016) 

Page 8 



Page 9 



The Graduation Concert 
George Owen BA (Hons) Music, cello and Mandy Leung, piano accompanied by guests 

TALENTED young Composer and cellist George Owen gave  a 

concert with pianist Mandy Leung at Kingsdon village hall on 

Friday 21st July to celebrate his graduation from Bristol Univer-

sity with a first class in music with honours. 

The audience were  treated to some marvellous classical music 

including movements from the famous Haydn Cello Concerto 

and from a Sonata by Saint-Saens played by George and Mandy 

Leung from Hong Kong.  

There was also a piece by Kingsdon youngster Josh Lancaster 

who played his trumpet, much to everyone’s delight.  

The audience were also treated to a  fantastic demonstration of 

the Snare Drum by George Jones MMus, a percussionist and 

drum kit player. Formerly studying at Bristol,  he recently gradu-

ated from Trinity Laban Conservatoire of Music and Dance. 

 

 Drinks and nibbles were served before and after the concert. 
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The Kingsdon Calendar 2018 

 

A few years' ago Brian Payne kindly 
took on the responsibility of producing 
a lovely calendar for Kingsdon. It went 
well but there was huge risk attached to 
the cost because it is very difficult to 
estimate how many might eventually be 
bought. 

 Now Rosemary has been offered a deal 
through the shop to produce a lovely 
glossy calendar for Kingsdon for no 
cost. The shop then sells the calendars 
for £5.90p each and for every calendar 
sold, £1.48p goes back to the shop. The 
rest goes to the printing company who 
have undertaken to produce the calen-
dar and will take back any unsold cal-
endars again without charge. 

 This is a no risk strategy and a few 
people we have spoken to have said 
they like the idea of having a Kingsdon 
Calendar to give to family and friends. 

  So...to start things off we need 12 or so lovely pictures of Kingsdon.  Do you have any anywhere that you could let us have 
for consideration? Photographs of flowers and gardens would be nice, or any fresh or interesting aspects of our lovely village. 
The calendar of course will cover January to December but the pictures don't have to be applicable to every month.  

 Email them to me at sally@tradewindspr.co.uk or drop hard copies into the shop by the end of September...and if we get 
enough then hopefully Kingsdon will be able to have another lovely calendar. 



 

 

 

Are you interested in natural ways to  support your immune 
system, balance your hormones, ease your emotional load, 

sleep well, have a clear radiant skin, good digestion, support 
your child with learning & concentration and ease muscle 

aches and joint pain? 
 

With experience and passion,  

Kinesiologist Sarah Evans (Beswick)  

will guide you through making natural solutions  

for you and your family 

Thursday 24th August 3pm - 4.30pm                Kingsdon Village Shop 

                                                                            Tea & Cake available 
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Kingsdon Community Shop News 
 

Cream Tea Saturday 
 

Many thanks to everyone who came along to our busiest cream tea ever last Saturday. Even though the rain (and the tempera-
ture) fell, we all had a lovely afternoon, snug & dry in our fantastic little shop. The afternoon was a great success and a good 
time was had by all – next up ………Pimms Saturday!!                                                                                                 
 

(Marilyn & Wally are so pleased you all enjoyed it whilst they were out in the wind & rain umpiring a cricket match….thank 
God for waterproofs!) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MMmmmn……….Pimms (Don’t mind if I do!) 
 

Don’t miss our Pimms and strawberries & cream afternoon on Saturday 5th August, 1-4pm. We are really hoping you will be 
able to join us and be able to enjoy a glass (or two) outside in the sun. Please remember we operate a strict age policy, so 
make sure you have photo ID with you (ok Babs?) 
 

Home Produce – Nothing beats it! 
 

The lovely people of Kingsdon have been bringing along some quality produce and plants to go on our table for all of us 
(who perhaps are not so clever at growing flowers, fruit & veg) to enjoy, for a small donation in the pot.  
Courgettes, spinach, plums & new potatoes have all been - and gone, over the last few weeks. Thank you so much to every-
one who has donated produce, for all your support. 
 
A note from our Manageress - Rosemary  
 

There is nothing quite like it, the smell of freshly baked bread, and it’s all down to the wonderful efforts by our dedicated 
volunteer & committee member Marilyn Elliott, that we enjoy our fresh bread, cakes and pies four times every week. Mari-
lyn also orders extra for the table but it doesn’t stay very long. Along with good ol’ Wally, they get up early every Saturday 
to actually go and fetch the bread in order that it is on the table by opening time (in fact even before 9am). These are the little 
things that often go un-noticed that make our shop the success that it is – Thanks guys! 
If you would like to guarantee a fresh granary or white bloomer, or maybe a wholemeal cob, or even a tasty little treat, all 
freshly baked at our local bakery, please leave your order for Marilyn at the shop. Remember we have fresh deliveries every 
Monday, Wednesday, Friday & Saturday. Remember, when it’s gone – it’s gone! 
– it’s gone! 
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HARVESTING IN THE FIFTIES 
By Peter Crowter 

 
The combines we used in the fifties, 
Made harvesting really hard work. 

The large sacks of corn needed lifting, 
And no one permitted to shirk. 

 
The sacks that were called West of Englands, 

And weighed close to two fifty pound. 
Were filled by a man on the combine, 
Then slid down a chute to the ground. 

 
And then with a tractor and trailer, 
They had to go back to the farm, 

To heave them from stubble to trailer, 
Took three men all strong in the arm. 

 
Two men grab hold of each corner, 

And then they hold hands round the back, 
They heave one end onto the trailer, 
The third man then uprights the sack. 

 
Back at the farm to unload them, 

One man to carry each sack. 
And into the barn he would take them, 

By carrying them there on his back. 
 

Harvesting now is much easier, 
And doesn’t involve heaving sacks. 

Corn is all handled in bulk now, 
Much better for men and their backs. 
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Kingsdon Harvest Supper 
 

I am pleased to announce that Kingsdon Harvest Supper will take place this year on Sunday evening 1st 
October in our village hall following the morning  Harvest Festival service in All Saints Church. 
 
More details in the next Chronicle 

Kingsdon 100+ Club 
 

 July  Draw Winners 
 

The Draw was made at the Community Shop                                    
on 7th July by Julie Norris 

 

 

       

1st £15 No.  127 Peter Bartin 

2nd £10               No.  96 Clive Waters 

3rd   £5                 No.  119   Jenny Bassham 

Collection Dates for Kingsdon 
 in August 

 

Wheelie Bins –Tuesdays  8th, and  22nd. 
 

Recycling  - Tuesdays 1st, 8th, 15th, 22nd &  Wednes-
day 30th 

 

Green Bins   -  Tuesdays 1st, 15th & Wed. 30th 
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Cllr. Susan J. Mackay 
Cottage Barn, Top Street,  

Kingsdon TA117JU 
Tel: 01935  840023 

sue.mackay@kingsdon.net 

Member of Parliament for 
Somerton & Frome 

David Warburton 
Unit G9, Woodside Court,                      

Dairy House Yard, Sparkford, BA22 7LH 
Tel: 01373 580500 

Email: david@warburton.org.uk 

Kingsdon Parish Councillors / District Councillor / County Councillor / M.P. 

Cllr. David Beswick  
Chairman 

Arnor, Top Street, Kingsdon TA11 7JU 
Email:  david-beswick@sky.com         

Tel: 01935 840795     
(environment, allotments, trees and church link) 

Kate Hatt  
Kingsdon Parish Council Clerk               
Bluebell House, Mow Barton Road,   

Kingsdon.. TA11 7DX    Tel: 01935 841275   
Email kingsdonclerk@btinternet.com.  

Cllr. Brian Paine  
Vice-Chairman 

Westgate, Top Street, Kingsdon TA11 7JU                    
Email: b.paine253@btinternet.com                          

Tel: 01935 842058    
(Former school field parish council link ) 

Cllr. Phillip Waters                                       
The Old Bakery, Chapel Hill, Kingsdon TA11 7LN 

phillipwaters@hotmail.co.uk                                       
Tel: 07815898065 

(Trees, Drains, Ditches, Litter and Flytipping,                                    
working party of field) 

Cllr. Ian Dibben 
27 Kingsdon  TA11 7LF 

 Email: ildibben@btinternet.com                
Tel: 01935 840726      07967272432 

(Village hall link and footpaths) 

Cllr. Guy Osborne 
Delimara, Pitts Lane, Kingsdon TA11 7LL                               

osborneskingsdon@gmail.com                    
Tel: 01935 841137           07951067872 

(Highways, verges and footpaths)  

Cllr. Wallace Elliott  
4 Manor Close, Kingsdon, TA11 7LW 

wallyelliott@hotmail.com 
Tel: 01935 841444      07990 673935 
(Village field, emergency contact person,       

communications, playground checks)  

County Councillor   

Dean Ruddle 
Freshfields, Cartway Lane,              

Somerton, Somerset,  TA11 6JH  
Tel: 07976 556054                              

Email: ddruddle@somerset.gov.uk  

South Somerset District Councillor 

David Norris 
62 High Street, Wincanton  

Somerset,  BA9 9JF  
Tel: 01963 34535 

david.norriscllr@southsomerset.gov.uk 
 



DRAFT MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 
THURSDAY 13th JULY 2017 IN THE VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm 

 
Parishioner comment time: 
A parishioner wanted to discuss the status of planting around the play area. Some of the tree planting had not been success-
ful.  
P. Waters had made contact with the woodland trust who have some whips they can supply free of charge. The estate will 
also support more planting. He will produce a plan and table as an agenda item for Councillors at the September meeting. 
Approximately 10% of new planting will always fail. New planting will not be able to take place until the late autumn. The 
tree nearest the play equipment is dying off and is going to be removed.  
We require for sponsors for more mature trees or shrubs for the play area.  We could look at providing sturdier protection for 
them. The trees planted on Mowbarton Road were good quality at a good price, so this company would be worth using again. 
There is a modest amount of money in this year’s parish council budget for trees so the funding from sponsors could be sub-
sidized. 
 

Action -P.Waters to look at a plan for September. I.Dibben to talk to his metal supplier about tree protection. 
 

Present:  
Mr D Beswick (Chairman), Mr W Elliott, Mr I Dibben, Mr P Waters, Mr B Paine(Parish Councillors); Mr D Ruddle (County 
Councillor); Mrs L Moore (RFO) and Mrs K Hatt (Parish Clerk) plus 5 parishioners. 
  
1. Apologies:    
Mr D Norris (District Councillor),  Mrs S MacKay and Mr G Osborne. 
 
2. Declarations of Interest:  
As already declared; no changes.  
 
3. Minutes:  
The minutes of the monthly parish council meeting held on the 15th June 2017, which had been previously circulated, were 
proposed by I.Dibben, seconded by W.Elliott, unanimously approved and signed. 
 
4. Matters arising not covered by agenda items 
K.Hatt- first aid training, it is booked for the August fete day, we have a booking form to fill in, so can we agree the exact 
time and if we want a specific group trained as well as any parishioners on the day. W.Elliott will circulate an email to ask 
who is interested, to see if there is a named group to be the main ones trained, but we will also then encourage many parish-
ioners. W.Elliott will liaise with the festival planning team on the best time. 
 
A parishioner asked about the purpose of the training which Councillors clarified. 
 
D.Beswick had talked to Rob Parr about Section 106 money and has identified a number of areas where it can be spent, e.g. 
worn swings, increased matting under the zip wire, gate for safety, seating, water fountain, we can use the money to put facil-
ities on the former school field, but not recoup the funds already that we have already spent on the acquisition. The way for-
ward is to form our ideas and price them, then discuss further in a meeting with Rob Parr.  
Disabled access gates into both fields were also discussed, and also parents getting access with buggies.  
Action – Councillors to form a wish list and cost them – feedback before the September meeting. 
 
Dean Ruddle reminded the Parish Council that the money from the Section 106 (builders) is our money. Councillors should 
not have to beg for the money from SSDC against certain criteria. They should respect the Councillors will make wise deci-
sions and not have to justify themselves. There will be a 14 page document to complete. He has currently put in a complaint 
to the District Council regarding the difficulty in getting the money. It was suggested the Parish Council Could write to peo-
ple to make a complaint. 
 
P.Waters- Confirmed a note about tree damage went in the recent Kingsdon Chronicle 
W.Elliott – Stated that also a note about a community allotment was likewise included. 
 
5. Chairman’s Report 
Nothing to report. 
 
6. Correspondence 
Clerk received a letter to say that the Lottery grant is going through that will support the creation of a village plan. 
 
7.1 and 7.2 Finance- report and cheque signing. 
 
Councillors have received the quarterly accounts. 
Savings should not say £38,000, should be £28,000, just a typo, the actual calculations are correct. 
L.Moore clarified some different amounts. 
No movement on the savings account. 
It looks like there has been an overspend on the trees but there hasn’t with the donations. 
The audit is going through after a series of phone calls. 
L.Moore will now stop reporting on the former school field in the quarterly report. 
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L.Moore has now set up electronic banking. She is going to transfer two pounds from the savings account to check it is all up 
and running correctly. 
 
 

 
 

 
 
A cheque for the minute book was approved last month; K.Hatt has received a refund for this, so the cheque won’t be cashed. 
 
 
8. Website 
B.Paine had looked at the website and identified that several things were not up to date. He is concerned that if people looked 
at the website it would give a poor impression of the village and reflect badly on the Parish Council. He is concerned we 
have a passive management arrangement rather than a pro-active one. It requires someone, on a weekly basis, to monitor the 
website and contact the people who do not have their pages up to date. If we can’t keep it up to date, we should scrap it. 
I.Dibben has responsibility and would like to do more personally but time constraints are limiting his involvement. We do 
need to look into having more people involved to supply documents which he can just upload. We need to keep the website 
going for the Parish Council’s legal requirements. There is a lot more we can do with it but we do need more support. 
D.Beswick clarified that we need a website project manager to chase. Previously it was intended to have one person to do 
sports, church, shop etc but we did not have the sufficient volunteers. If we did it would be easier to maintain. We don’t see 
all the behind the scenes updates that I.Dibben has done.  
I.Dibben said we ideally need a person to chase the different pages. We need to identify the input people and a person to 
chase.  
W.Elliott said he does get all the information anyway and would like to be shown how to update as he feels he could add a 
lot on.  
I.Dibben said we need somebody to volunteer to help take on the regular website updating. 
 
Action - A note will go in the chronicle to ask for someone to assist, I.Dibben and W.Elliott. 
 
9. Village Plan 
B.Paine explained why this is now so important it needs to be a standing agenda item. This is particularly so in the current 
planning climate that is biased towards developers. 
D.Beswick updated us on behalf of S. Mackay and G.Osbourne; they have met with Matt Day from the Community Coun-
cil for Somerset to discuss the plan. Guy had been successful in obtaining a grant that will cover the cost of CCS’s 
professional advice and involvement in producing our plan, the starting point from which will be a village survey. The 
Community Council for Somerset (CCS) is a Charitable Company Limited by Guarantee, No. 3541219 and a Registered 
Charity No.1069260, established in 1926. CCS is part of the Action with Communities in Rural England (ACRE) Network. 
ACRE is the national body and there are 38 county based Rural Community Councils in the Network. S.Mackay and 
G.Osborne have a meeting next Wednesday with a cross section of various people in the village to look at a draft survey. 
There will need to be a questionnaire put together. The aim is for the survey to go out in September. It is has to be in hard 
copy, with an incentive so those who return it can be entered for a prize. 
 
10. Village field and play equipment maintenance  
W.Elliott explained that last August we had an inspection on the play equipment which identified nine items that needed at-
tention. He has been through the list, some items have been done, and others are in hand, whereas others we still need to do 
something about.  
The five aside football posts need to be secured to the ground, he is looking into getting steel pegs which can be hammered in 
through the rock, but these are quite expensive, at about £25 each, but we do have money from Section 106. He is pursuing a 
final cost. I.Dibben said he will ask his metal fabrication contact for a quote. A parishioner commented that we need to en-
sure that there are not sharp edges and not a trip hazard. 

KPC Account Opening Balance 01.06.2017 £4,628.63 
  Net Cheque Balance £0.00 
  Transfer In £3,275.00 
  Transfer Out £90.00 
  Closing Balance 30.06.2017 £7,813.63 
      
Savings Account Opening Balance 01.04.2017 £33,304.18 
  Net Cheque Balance £0.00 
  Interest £0.00 
  Transfer In £0.00 
  Transfer Out £5,000.00 
  Closing Balance 30.06.2017 £28,304.18 

Clerk Services - May 2017 - March 2018 
£90.00 paid out on 18th of each Month 

£90.00 APPROVED MAY 2017 
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Action – I.Dibben and W.Elliott to organise getting the pegs. 
 
The zip wire has been tightened again. 
The nuts and bolts securing the tunnel had about 20-30 missing caps. New caps have been glued on however the caps are still 
coming off as they are used as footholds when the tunnel is climbed on.  It will be a never-ending problem. 
Wood on the chain steps is wearing, this will need replacing. 
Matting under the cradle is wearing; again we could use Section 106 money. 
We could contact the people who put up the ship to see what quotation they could give. 
Apparently when the people put in cradle matting in it was never done correctly. 
 
Action - W.Elliott to approach the company to investigate why there was a problem under the cradle swing and costs 
to sort it out. 
 

11. Date of next meetings 
Monthly meeting – Thursday 14th September 2017 
 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.15pm 

Draft MINUTES OF THE KINGSDON PLANNING MEETING HELD ON  
Thursday 13th July 2017 IN THE VALLAGE HALL, straight after the monthly meeting 

 

Present: Mr D.Beswick (chairman) Mr B.Paine (Vice-Chairman), Mr Wally Elliott, Mr P.Waters, Mr I.Dibben (Parish Coun-
cillors), Mrs K Hatt and 3 parishioners. 
 

1. Apologies: Mrs S Mackay and Mr G. Osborne. 
 

2. Declarations of Interest: None 
 

3. Previous minutes:  The minutes of the last planning meeting were read, approved and signed. This was proposed by 
W.Elliott, seconded by B.Paine, all were in favour. 
 

4. Determination of Planning applications 
17/01994/LBC, installation of 4 cctv cameras, listed building consent granted. 
17/01763/FUL, replacement windows, permission granted. 
17/01320/OUT, demolition of barn and dwelling erection, permission granted. 
 

5. Planning applications 
 

17/02416/FUL, change use of land and building to form dwelling house and erection of car port, Barns at Bondip Farm, 
Kingsdon estate. 
 

It is now a smaller proposal than the previous one. 
As far the council is concerned there is no comment. 
 

17/02683/FUL, installation of 3 CCTV cameras, Lattice Cottage, Mr and Mrs Lockhart. 
 

The permission for listed building has now been granted but they now have to look for planning permission. 
The application is now for 3. 
All councillors have seen comments from neighbours. 
 

D.Beswick read out the response we gave last time: 
 

Kingsdon Parish Council have a number of concerns. 
Given the very low crime rate in Kingsdon, it is difficult to see the need for CCTV.  Furthermore, the presence of such cam-
eras in a conservation area is considered to be most inappropriate and would set an unwelcome precedent.  It is also under-
stood that cameras are not permitted on listed buildings  
The application specifies 4 cameras but only 3 are shown on the plans.  No indication of the field of view of each camera is 
provided and one in particular overlooks the neighbouring garden which is believed to be illegal.  Two others overlook the 
street in front of the house and the owners would be legally responsible for providing footage of any film taken that identifies 
people passing by.  The council is very concerned about rights to privacy of both neighbours and other villagers. 
Once again it would appear that no consultation has been taken with the neighbours and the installation seems to be an un-
necessary escalation of a boundary dispute arising from a previous planning application.   
Finally, we are led to believe that the neighbours were also not informed of the application by the planning office. The first 
they heard was an email from ourselves about the parish council planning meeting. 
Kingsdon Parish Council, strongly object to the application being granted. 
 

D.Beswick explained that it went to the ward member which then approved the listed building consent. 
It has now gone for full planning permission. 
 

One parishioner has contacted the police about the legal aspect. 
Tim Russell, PCSO, has suggested he would be prepared to talk to the Lockharts.  
D.Beswick feels this would be a good idea, so he can make them very much aware of the legal side. 
 

The Lockharts are not present again this evening. 
 

I.Dibben asked if there was an incident which has happened to make them want cctv? 
 

 



The councillors still feel that the cctv is completely unnecessary. It is a wrong reason to put on cctv. It is not a precedent to 
set. 
 
A parishioner said that they would then have proof.  
D.Beswick said however this is a one off incident, not a series of events of repeated vandalism where cctv would be warrant-
ed. 
Another parishioner also pointed out there would be no sound. 
 
Maybe they want protection for the wife. However these are assumptions as they are constantly not present at the planning 
meetings to put their views and reasons forward. 
 
We need to focus on the facts. 
Do we want cctv on private houses in the village? 
No. 
There have been no recommendation from police for this. 
 
W.Elliott read a section from the design and access statement: 
 
The purpose of the cctv system is for security purposes when the applicants are not in the property, to protect from burglary, 
petty theft and trespass on site. The applicant has proof in the form of eye witness of trespass incidents (during their absent 
from site), and also experienced minor theft of garden equipment in recent months. This has not been reported to the police, 
however the installation of theses camera will provide much needed reassurance and protection for the applicant to prevent 
any further incidents occurring. The applicant has had a number of incidents on their property in relation to trespassing and 
theft escalating in recent times. These events are unable to be proven as no cctv evidence has been available.  
 
What have they done about it if it has been escalating – not contacted police, parish council or neighbourhood watch. 
 
These points need to be in our letter of objection. 
 
P.Waters – they may feel vulnerable and this is why they want the cameras. But this is all hearsay, and they haven’t contacted 
anyone, so haven’t helped themselves. 
 
W.Elliott said there is also a technicality, town and country planning say they are not permitted to have cameras which are 
less than 10 meters apart, but two are much closer than this. 
 
D.Beswick will draft a reply and then circulate to all councillors. 
 
ACTION: D.Beswick to contact Tim Russell, and draft a reply to planning to circulate to all counsellors. 
K Hatt to email the final draft to the planning inspector. 
 
Meeting closed at 9.00pm. 

 
 
 
 
 

South Somerset District Council  Planning Application s Received & Decisions made 
 
Application No: 17/02416/FUL 
Applicant: Kingsdon Estate 
Agent: N Biffen, Greenslade Taylor Hunt  
Location: Barns At Bondip Farm, Bondip Hill, Kingsdon, Somerton, Somerset,, 
Proposal:    Change of use of land and building to form dwellinghouse (with partial demolition thereto) together with erec-
tion of car port (resubmission of 16/05221/FUL). 
Application Status:   Application permitted with conditions 
 
Application No: 17/02683/FUL 
Applicant: Mr & Mrs J Lockhart  
Location: Lattice Cottage,13 Kingsdon,Somerton,Somerset,TA11 7LE,  
Proposal:  Installation of 3 No. CCTV cameras. 
Application Status: Pending Consideration 
 

 

https://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/planning-and-building-control/view-a-planning-application-online/?keyword=Kingsdon 
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Wife to husband: Do you know what a closet is for? 
Husband: Yes. A closet is where I hang my clothes when 
all the door knobs are full. 
 

We had just finished tucking our five kids into bed when 
three-year-old Billy began to wail. Turns out, he had acci-
dentally swallowed a penny and was sure he was going to 
die.  
Desperate to calm him, my husband palmed a penny that he 
had in his pocket and pretended to pull it from Billy’s ear. 
Billy was delighted. In a flash, he snatched it from my hus-
band’s hand, swallowed it, and demanded, “Do it again!” 
 

Relationships are a lot like algebra... 
Have you ever looked at your 'X' and wondered 'Y'? 
 
The village blacksmith hired an enthusiastic new apprentice 
willing to work long, hard hours.  
He instructed the boy, “When I take the shoe out of the fire, 
I’ll lay it on the anvil. When I nod my head, you hit it with 
the hammer.” 
The apprentice did exactly as he was told, and now he’s the 
new village blacksmith. 
 
In the great days of the British Empire, a new commanding 
officer was sent to a South African bush outpost to relieve 
the retiring colonel. After welcoming his replacement and 
showing the usual courtesies (gin and tonic, cucumber 
sandwiches, etc.) which protocol decrees, the retiring colo-
nel said, "You must meet my Adjutant, Captain Smithers, 
he’s my right-hand man and is really the strength of this 
office. His talent is simply boundless."  
Smithers was summoned and introduced to the new CO, 
who was surprised to meet a hunchback, one eyed, tooth-
less, hairless, scabbed and pockmarked specimen of hu-
manity, a particularly unattractive man less than three feet 
tall.   
"Smithers, old man, tell your new CO about yourself."     
''Well, sir, I graduated with honours from Sandhurst , 
joined the regiment and won the Military Cross and Bar 
after three expeditions behind enemy lines.  I've represent-
ed Great Britain in equestrian events and won a Silver 
Medal in the middleweight division of the Olympics.  I 
have researched the history of . . ." 
 

At that point, the colonel interrupted, "Yes, yes, never mind 
that Smithers, he can find all that in your file. Tell him 
about the day you told the witch doctor to **** off." 
 
A kindergarten teacher was helping one of her students put 
his boots on. He had asked for help and she could see why. 
With her pulling and him pushing, the boots still didn’t 
want to go on. 
When the second boot was on, she was nearly out of breath. 
She almost whimpered when the little boy said, “Teacher, 
they’re on the wrong feet.” 
She looked and sure enough, they were. It wasn’t any easier 
pulling the boots off than it was putting them on. She man-
aged to keep her cool as they worked together to get the 
boots back on — this time on the right feet. 
He then announced, “These aren’t my boots.” 
She bit her tongue rather than scream, “Why didn’t you say 
so earlier?” like she wanted to. Once again she struggled to 
help him pull the ill-fitting boots off. 
He then said, “They’re my brother’s boots. My Mom made 
me wear them.” 
She didn’t know if she should laugh or cry. She mustered 
up the grace to wrestle the boots on his feet again. She said, 
“Now, where are your gloves?” 
He said, “I stuffed them in the toes of my boots…” Page 19 

Farmer-A sells apples.   Farmer-B sells bananas.  
What does farmer-C sell? ……..Medicine, of course! 
 
The blonde flight attendant sees a suspicious looking cou-
ple on board, so she reports it to the Captain immediately. 
“Sir, I think we have a case of human trafficking! There is a 
very pretty, hot and sexy, female passenger on board, who 
looks quite frightened and the man she is with is a fat old 
slob who looks like a lecher, very sullen, mean and danger-
ous!” 
The captain responds, “Patricia, I’ve told you this before. 
This is Air Force One...” 
 
A fellow tries to cross the Mexican border on a bicycle with 
two big bags balanced on his shoulders. The guard asks, 
"What's in the bags?"  
The fellow says, "Sand!"  
The guard wants to examine them. The fellow gets off the 
bike, places the bags on the ground, opens them up, and the 
guard inspects... only to find sand. The fellow packs the 
sand, places the bags on his shoulders, and pedals the bike 
across the border.  
Two weeks later, the same situation is repeated... "What 
have you there?"  
"Sand"  
"We want to examine." Same results... nothing but sand and 
the fellow is on his way again.  
Every two weeks for six months the inspections continue. 
Finally, one week the fellow didn't show up. However, the 
guard sees him downtown and says to the fellow, "Buddy, 
you had us crazy. We sort of knew you were smuggling 
something. I won't say anything, but what were you smug-
gling?"  
The fellow says, "Bicycles." 
 

A wealthy woman is giving a garden party, and several well
-to-do guests attend. While the party ensues, two gardeners 
are out on the back lawn working. One guest was watching 
the gardeners do their thing, and while one gardener was 
busy weeding, the other jumped up and did graceful swirl-
ing dance movements.  
Taken by his grace, the guest remarked to the host, "That 
man is such a talented dancer, that I would pay him a hun-
dred dollars to demonstrate his dancing before my aerobics 
class!" 
When the host asked the first gardener about such an ar-
rangement, he yelled, "Hey Fred! Do you think for a hun-
dred dollars you could step on that rake again?" 
 

What is the difference between in-laws and outlaws? 
Outlaws are usually wanted. 
 

What is the difference between a salon and a saloon? 
A salon is where you go to make yourself look better. 
A saloon is where you go to make everyone else look bet-
ter. 
 

“My great-grandma gave me this money,” said my three-
year-old, happily clutching a brand new £10 note he’d got-
ten as a present. 
“That’s right,” I said. “How did you know that?” 
Pointing to Jane Austen’s face on the reverse, he said, 
“Because her picture is on it.” 
 

A wife got so mad at her husband she packed his bags and 
told him to get out.  
As he walked to the door she yelled, "I hope you die a long, 
slow, painful death."  
He turned around and said, "So, you want me to stay?" 
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      Recycling site permit success brings weekend access 
 

Somerset’s vehicle permits scheme has proved so successful that councillors have, after carefully listening to the views of 
users, decided to relax it to allow vans, pick-ups and car-towed trailers access whenever recycling sites are open. 
 

Established last year, the scheme allowed permit vehicles to use open recycling sites at any time on weekdays but only 1pm-
4pm on Saturdays at weekends. Those time limits have now ended. 
 

Other simplifications include a clearer way to identify vehicles requiring permits by using their “N1” registration category, 
and adding all campervans and minibuses to the permit system due to their van-like size and carrying capacity.  
 

Somerset’s permit scheme began in October amid growing congestion and queues caused by large, heavily laden and hard to 
manoeuvre vehicles, often with trailers, and after recycling site visits soared, in part from out-of-county traffic when nearby 
councils began tough new controls.  
 

A report on the permit scheme’s first six months said it had achieved its aims: to cut congestion, control illegal commercial 
users, bar out-of-county visitors from holding permits, maintain safety and improve services. 
 

The vast majority of users – who take their waste to recycling sites in their cars – have never been affected by the scheme, 
which also barred the largest vehicles with the heaviest loads. 
 

Some 22,000 Somerset residents with vans, pick-ups and car-towed trailers have taken a minute to order their free permit 
online, and the first six months saw a marked improvement at sites. 
 

Recycling staff have seen fewer commercial users trying to sneak in waste they must legally pay to dispose of, while out-of-
county visitors cannot get permits. 
 

The amount of waste brought in by illegal and out-of-county users has been cut significantly, but forecasts of a rise in fly-
tipping proved wrong, with overall dumping figures for Somerset falling.  
 

Just over 500 permit comments were received, most of which wanted greater weekend access time, which was agreed by 
councillors on Somerset Waste Partnership’s (SWP) governing board. 
 

Details of the changes will be communicated via SWP’s website, leaflets and signs at recycling sites, and directly to permit 
holders who registered their email address. 
 

A SWP spokesman said: “Action was essential and permits have proved very effective by targeting those vehicles and trail-
ers that were creating the greatest congestion. 
 

“Councillors listened to permit users and have reviewed the permits scheme to make these changes. Its success makes the 
weekend access changes possible.”  
 

All recycling site users – except those using cars without trailers – are urged to check the details of the changes at 
www.somersetwaste.gov.uk/sites/van-trailer-permits.  

Wanted 
 

I am looking for 20” Diameter x 20” Deep (approx.) 
pots / planters for growing Hydrangeas and other 
flowering shrubs at our village shop which will be 
part of next years 
flower display.   
 

If you can help 
please call me and   
I will come and  
collect. 
 

Thanks    
 

Wally 
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Thinking about selling or letting 

your property? 

Looking for a new home in the 

local area?  Then look no further. 

… 

Kingsdon Resident Gabby Osborne 

is your local property  expert & the 

new Branch Manager at Palmer 

Snell in  Somerton.  

 

Gabby has lived in Kingsdon for over 20 years & has been an 

estate agent in the local area for 9 years.            

Who better to sell your property than someone who knows the 

area, knows the   market & is passionate about the village.   
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